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PEEFAOE. 


By  an  act  approved  June  23,  1874,  Congress  made  an  appropriation 
‘^to  enable  the  Secretary  of  War  to  begin  the  publication  of  the  Official 
Kecords  of  the  War  of  the  Eebellion,  both  of  the  Union  and  Confed- 
erate Armies,”  and  directed  him  “ to  have  copied  for  the  Public  Printer 
all  reports,  letters,  telegrams,  and  general  orders  not  heretofore  copied 
or  printed,  and  properly  arranged  in  chronological  order.” 

Appropriations  for  continuing  such  preparation  have  been  made  from 
time  to  time,  and  the  act  approved  June  16,  1880,  has  provided  “for 
the  printing  and  binding,  under  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of 

10.000  copies  of  a compilation  of  the  Official  Kecords  (Union  and  Con- 
federate) of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  ready 
for  publication,  during  the  fiscal  year”^  and  that  “ of  said  number, 

7.000  copies  shall, be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  2,000 
copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  1,000  copies  for  the  use  of  the 
Executive  Departments.”  * 

This  compilation  will  be  the  first  general  publication  of  the  military 
records  of  the  war,  and  will  embrace  all  official  documents  that  can  be 
obtained  by  the  compiler,  and  that  appear  to  be  of  any  historical  value. 

^Volume  I to  V distributed  under  act  approved  June  16,  1880.  The  act  approved 
August  7,  1882,  provides  that — 

“ The  volumes  of  the  official  records  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion  shall  be  distributed 
as  follows : One  thousand  copies  to  the  executive  departments,  as  now  provided  by- 
law. One  thousand  copies  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  War  among  officers  of 
the  Army  and  contributors  to  the  work.  Eight  thousand  three  hundred  copies  shall 
be  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  such  libraries,  organizations,  and  individuals  as 
may  be  designated  by  the  Senators,  Eepresentatives,  and  Delegates  of  the  Forty- 
seventh  Congress.  Each  Senator  shall  designate  not  exceeding  twenty-six,  and  each 
Representative  and  Delegate  not  exceeding  twenty-one  of  such  addresses,  and  the 
volumes  shall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time  as  they  are  published,  until  the  pub- 
lication is  completed.  Senators,  Representatives,  and  Delegates  shall  inform  the 
Secretary  of  War  in  each  case  how  many  volumes  of  those  heretofore  published  they 
have  forwarded  to  such  addresses.  The  remaining  copies  of  the  eleven  thousand  to 
be  published,  and  all  sets  that  may  not  be  ordered  to  be  distributed  as  provided 
herein,  shall  be  sold  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  cost  of  publication  with  ten  per 
cent,  added  thereto,  and  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be  covered  into  the  Treasury. 
If  two  or  more  sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the  same  address  the  Secretary  of 
War  shall  inform  the  Senators,  Representatives  or  Delegates,  who  have  designated 
the  same,  who  thereupon  may  designate  other  libraries,  organizations,  or  individuals. 
The  Secretary  of  War  shall  report  to  the  first  session  of  the  Forty-eighth  Congress 
what  volumes  of  the  series  heretofore  published  have  not  been  furnished  to  such 
libraries,  organizations,  and  individuals.  He  shall  also  inform  distributees  at  whose 
instance  the  volumes  are  sent.” 
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PREFACE. 


The  publication  will  present  the  records  in  the  following  order  of 
arrangement: 

The  1st  Series  will  embrace  the  formal  reports,  both  Union  and  Con- 
federate, of  the  first  seizures  of  United  States  property  in  the  Southern 
States,  and  of  all  military  operations  in  the  field,  with  the  correspond- 
ence, orders,  and  returns  relating  specially  thereto,  and,  as  proposed, 
is  to  be  accompanied  by  an  Atlas. 

In  this  series  the  reports  will  be  arranged  according  to  the  campaigns 
and  several  theaters  of  operations  (in  the  chronological  order  of  the 
events),  and  the  Union  reports  of  any  event  will,  as  a rule,  be  imme- 
diately followed  by  the  Confederate  accounts.  The  correspondence,  &c., 
not  embraced  in  the  “reports”  proper  will  follow  (first  Union  and  next 
Confederate)  in  chronological  order. 

The  2d  Series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and 
returns.  Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  prisoners  of  war,  and  (so 
far  as  the  military  authorities  were  concerned)  to  State  or  political 
X^risoners. 

The  3d  Series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and 
returns  of  the  Union  authorities  (embracing  their  correspondence  with 
the  Confederate  officials)  not  relating  specially  to  the  subjects  of  the 
first  and  second  series.  It  will  set  forth  the  annual  and  special  reports 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  General-in  Chief,  and  of  the  chiefs  of 
the  several  staff  corps  and  departments  j the  calls  for  troops,  and  the 
correspondence  between  the  National  and  the  several  State  authorities. 

The  4tli  Series  will  exhibit  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and 
returns  of  the  Confederate  authorities,  similar  to  that  indicated  for  the 
Union  officials,  as  of  the  third  series,  but  excluding  the  correspondence 
between  the  Union  and  confederate  authorities  given  in  that  series. 

ROBERT  N.  SCOTT, 

Major,  Third  Art,  and  Bvt  Lieut  Got 

War  Department,  August  23,  1880. 

Approved : 


ALEX.  RAMSEY, 

Secretary  of  War, 
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CHAPTER"’  “X  4 . 


OPERATIONS  IN  KENTUCKY,  TENNESSEE;'' NORTH 
ALABAMA,  AND  SOUTHWEST  VIRGINIA. 


November  19,  1881-March  4,  1862. 


STIMIMARY  OF  THE  EVENTS.* 

Nov.  20,  1861. — Skirmish  at  Brownsville,  Ky. 

21,  1861. — Ten  thousand  volunteers  called  out  in  Mississippi  for  the  defense  of 
Columbus,  Ky.,  &c. 

Brig.  Gen.  Lloyd  Tilghman,  C.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command  of 
Forts  Henry  and  Donelson,  Venn. 

24-Dec.  5,  1861. — Forrest’s  Expedition  to  Caseyville,  Eddyville,  &c.,  Ky. 

Dec.  1,  1861. — Skirmish  at  Whippoorwill  Creek,  Ky. 

Gunboat  demonstration  on  Fort  Holt,  Ky. 

. 1-  2,  1881. — Skirmishes  near  Camp  Goggin,  Ky. 

1-13,  1861. — Operations  about  Mill  Springs  and  Somerset,  Ky. 

4-  7,  1881. — Expedition  to  and  destruction  of  Bacon  Creek  Bridge,  Ky. 

5,  1861. — Maj,  Gen.  William  J.  Hardee,  C.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of 
the  Central  Army  of  Kentucky. 

5-  8,  1861. — Scout  in  vicinity  of  Eussellville,  Ky. 

8,  1861. — Skirmish  at  Fishing  Creek,  near  Somerset,  Ky. 

12,  1831. — Skirmish  at  Grady ville,  Ky. 

17,  1861. — Action  at  Eowlett’s  Station  (Woodsonville),  Green  Eiver,  Ky. 

18,  1861. — Eeconnaissance  from  Somerset  to  Mill  Springs,  Ky. 

23,  1861-Jan.  30,  1862. — Garfield’s  and  Marshall’s  operations  in  Eastern  Ken- 
tucky. 

25,  1861. — Skirmish  at  Grider’s  Ferry,  Cumberland  Eiver,  Ky. 

28,  1861. — Action  at  Sacramento,  Ky. 

28-31,  1861. — Expedition  to  Camp  Beauregard  and  Viola,  Ky. 

Jan.  7,  1862. — Skirmish  at  Jennie’s  Creek,  Ky. 

8,  1862. — Skirmish  at  Fishing  Creek,  Ky. 

10,  1862. — Engagement  at  Middle  Creek,  near  Prestonburg,  Ky. 

10-21,  1862. — Expedition  into  Kentucky  from  Cairo,  111. 

14,  1862. — Gunboat  reconnaissance  to  Columbus,  Ky. 

15-25,  1862. — Eeconnaissance  from  Paducah,  Ky.,  to  Fort  Henry,  Tenu. 

19,  1862. — Engagement  at  Logan’s  Cross-Eoads,  on  Fishing  Creek,  near  Mill 

Springs,  Ky. 

17-22,  1862.— Gunboat  demonstrations  on  Fort  Henry,  Tenu. 

24-30,  1862. — Exx^edition  to  the  Little  Sandy  and  Piketon,  Ky. 

* Of  some  of  the  minor  conflicts  noted  in  this  “ Summary  ” no  circumstantial  reports 
are  on  file,  the  only  record  of  such  events  being  references  to  them  on  muster  rolls  and 
returns. 
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Jan.  28-Feb.  2,  1862.— Operations  near  Greensbnrg  and  Lebanon,  Ky. 

Feb.  2,‘  18G2.— fekirmicli  in  ]M organ  County,  Tenn. 

4,  1802. — Giinboat*  reconnaissance  to  Fort  Henry,  Tenn. 

6,  5.882. — Captuie  or  Fort  Henry,  Tenn. 

6-i-O,  1862. — Expedition  to  Fiiorence,  Ala.  , 

7,  1862.— Brig.  Gen.  Busbrod  R.  Johnson,  C.  S.  Army,  assumes  command 

/ c at  Fort  Ponelson,  Tenn. 

9j  1^6^. — ‘Bng.*  Gen.  'Gideon  J.  Pillow,  C.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  ap 
Fort  Donelson,  Tenn. 

12-16,  1862. — Siege  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn. 

13,  1862. — Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd,  C.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  at  Fort 

Donelson,  Tenn. - 
Skirmish  near  Fort  Heiman,  Ky. 

14,  1862. — Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command  of  the 

District  of  West  Tennessee. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command 
of  the  District  of  Cairo. 

Skirmish  near  Cumberland  Gap,  Tenn. 

14- 15,  1862. — Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  evacuated  by  the  Confederates  and  occupied 

by  the  Union  forces. 

15- 22,  1862. — Expedition  from  Cairo,  111.,  to  Eastport,  Miss. 

19,  1862. — Clarksville,  Tenn.,  occupied  by  Union  forces. 

23,  1862. — General  A.  Sidney  Johnston,  C.  S.  Army,  assumes  immediate  com- 
mand of  the  Central  Army. 

23-25,  1882. — ^Nashville,  Tenn.,  evacuated  by  the  Confederates  and  occupied  by 
the  Union  forces. 

25,  1862. — Maj.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  C.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command  in 

East  Tennessee. 

26,  1862. — Scout  to  Nashville,  Tenn. 

March  ‘ 1,  1862. — Engagement  at  Pittsburg,  Tenn. 

2-  3,  1862. — Columbus,  Ky.,  evacuated  by  the  Confederates  and  occupied  by 
the  Union  forces. 

4,  1862. — Maj.  Gen.  Braxton  Bragg,  C.  S.  Army,  announces  his  resumption 
of  the  command  of  Department  of  Alabama  and  West  Florida.* 


NOVEMBER  20,  1861. — Skirmish  at  Brownsville,  Ky. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  C.  Hindman^  C.  8.  Army. 

Hdqrs.  1st  Brig.,  1st  Div.,  Central  Army  Kentucky, 

Oakland,  Ky.,  November  21,  1861. 

Sir  : As  required  by  dispatch  of  last  night  from  division  headquar- 
ters, I submit  a detailed  report  of  my  expedition  to  Brownsville  ou 
yesterday : 

In  a dispatch  of  recent  date  I informed  you  of  the  skirmish  between 
a detachment  of  Major  Phifer’s  cavalry  battalion,  under  Captain  Chris- 
man,  and  a party  of  Yankees,  at  Brownsville,  and  stated  my  wish  to 
jconduct  an  expedition  in  that  direction.  JSTo  official  response  reached 
me  on  the  subject,  and  the  intention  was  consequently  abandoned. 
But  on  yesterday  morning  Lieutenant  (.,'olonel  Marmaduke,  First  Arkan- 
sas Battalion,  reported  that  Lieutenant  Murphy,  of  his  command,  with 
six  men  of  Major  Phifer’s  battalion,  who  had  been  sent  out  two  days 
previously  by  my  order  to  procure  spirits  for  hospital  use,  had  not 

* It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  effect  was  ever  given  to  his  order  resuming 
command. 
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returned  and  had  probably  been  cut  off  by  the  enemy.  LTpvtn  this  infor- 
mation I determined  to  proceed  at  once  to  Brownsville,  and  break  up 
the  Yankee  camp  on  the  river  bank  opposite  that  place.  Accordingly 
I left  this  post  at  8 a.  m.  yesterday,  taking  with  me  Captains  Chrism  an 
and  McNeill,  and  50  men  of  Phifer’s  battalion,  and  First  Lieutenant 
Orlin,  with  one  gun  of  Swett’s  battery.  The  pickets  upon  the  roads 
leading  towards  Brownsville  were  instructed  to  detain  all  citizens  pass- 
ing until  the  return  of  the  expedition,  and  the  advance  guard  had  orders 
to  arrest  all  male  citizens  found  on  the  road  or  in  view  of  it.  These 
precautions  enabled  me  to  get  within  half  a mile  of  the  town  unob- 
served. There  Captain  McNeill  was  detached,  with  25  men,  to  proceed 
to  the  right  around  the  knob  south  of  and  overhanging  the  place,  so  as 
to  cut  off’  retreat  up  the  river.  With  the  remainder  of  the  force,  after 
delaying  long  enough  to  enable  Captain  McNeill  to  get  equally  near  the 
town,  I moved  along  the  direct  road,  which  passes  between  the  knob 
just  referred  to  and  another  on  its  left  300  yards  distant.  It  was 
impossible  to  get  in  rear  of  this  last-named  knob  so  as  to  cut.  off  retrea  t 
down  the  river  without  being  seen  from  the  town.  I ascended  the  right- 
hand  knob  on  foot  and  x\cting  Assistant  Adjutant- General  Newton  the 
one  on  the  left  to  reconnoiter.  There  was  no  enemy  visible  on  the 
Brownsville  side  of  the  river,  but  on  the  opposite  side  I perceived  a 
body  of  cavalry,  apparently  about  50  strong,  formed  in  a narrow  road 
leading  across  the  range  of  hills  that  runs  parallel  to  the  stream.  One 
hundred  yards  farther  down,  near  a small  log  cabin  situated  in  a field, 
there  was  a squad  of  14  to  15  men  on  foot,  with  horses  hitched  around. 
Still  farther  down  on  the  Litchfield  road,  partly  concealed  in  the  timber, 
there  was  a mounted  party  of  about  50.  It  was  evident  that  they  had 
notice  of  our  approach  and  intended  to  dispute  the  passage  of  the  river. 

Lieutenant  Newton  found  the  river  obstructed  from  the  position  he 
had  taken.  He  ascertained  from  a woman  who  was  passing  that  a party 
of  between  15  and  20  had  been  in  Brownsville  during  the  day,  but  had 
just  recrossed  the  river.  Entering  the  town  with  the  main  body  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  I directed  Lieutenant  Orlin  to  open  fire  upon  the 
enemy  from  the  public  square.  The  first  discharge  scattered  the  cav- 
alry in  the  wood ; the  next  dispersed  the  squad  near  the  cabin  and 
drove  10  or  15  more  out  of  it;  the  third  and  fourth  took  effect  upon  the 
cabin,  a spherical  case  shot  exploding  within  it  and  a round  shot  pierc- 
ing the  building.  At  the  first  Captain  McNeill  entered  the  town,  having 
taken  one  of  their  pickets ; another  was  subsequently  captured  by  a 
man  of  his  detachment. 

The  piece  was  then  moved  around  to  a position  nearer  the  river  and 
commanding  the  Litchfield  road,  and  fire  was  opened  on  the  cavalry 
posted  in  that  road,  which  was  instantly  dispersed.  The  dismounted 
men  of  the  enemy  now  commenced  firing  from  oehind  logs,  trees,  fences, 
&c.,  situated  on  the  opposite  bank,  which  is  much  lower  than  the  south 
bank.  Their  weapons  were  Minie  muskets  and  the  common  hunting 
rifle.  The  number  of  those  firing  were  not  less  than  50. 

My  men  were  ordered  to  dismount,  take  position  as  near  the  river  as 
practicable  behind  such  cover  as  might  be  found,  and  reply  to  the  fire 
of  the  enemy.  The  firing  was  thus  continued  for  from  ten  to  fifteen 
minutes,  when  that  of  the  enemy  ceased,  except  now  and  then  scattering 
shots,  their  men  running  away  singly  and  in  squads  of  two  and  three 
through  the  corn  fields  and  into  the  woods,  and  our  men  firing  at  them 
as  long  as  they  were  visible.  I at  one  time  gave  the  order  to  Captain 
Chrisman  to  cross  the  river  if  practicable,  but  finding  it  not  fordable,  the 
order  was  countermanded.  When  dislodged  from  their  position  along 
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and  under  the  river  bank,  the  enemy  collected  in  small  squads  at  dis- 
tances from  400  to  800  yards  from  the  stream,  and  were  again  scattered 
by  spherical  case  shot  thrown  by  the  6-pounder,  after  which  they  entirely 
disappeared. 

In  addition  to  the  two  pickets  captured,  as  before  stated,  a Federal 
flag  hoisted  in  the  town  and  the  United  States  mail,  found  at  the  post- 
office,  were  taken.  The  pickets  are  citizens,  who  were  compelled  to 
j)erform  that  service.  [The^^]  were  unarmed  and  I have  released  them.' 

The  only  casualty  on  our  side  was- the  wounding  of  Private  Dugan, 
of  Captain  Ohrismaffis  company,  by  a Minie  ball  fired  near  the  close  of 
the  engagement.  The  wound  is  severe,  but  not  mortal.  Upon  the  side 
of  the  enemy  I observed  6 men  to  fall,  who  remained  in  view  and  were 
doubtless  killed. 

The  information  reached  me  this  morning  by  a man  who  left  Browns- 
ville at  daylight  that  two  Union  men  from  the  north  side  of  the  river 
were  there  last  night  about  2 o’clock  in  search  of  lint  and  medicines, 
who  stated  to  him  that  7 men  were  found  dead  on  the  field,  1 badly 
wounded  and  expected  to  die  during  the  night,  and  that  4 wounded  men 
were  taken  off  by  the  cavalry ; also  that  5 horses  were  killed  by  the 
spherical  case  shot  that  exploded  in  the  cabin  j 2 other  horses  were 
killed  by  a similar  shot  at  a diflerent  place. 

The  Federal  force  we  engaged  was  of  Colonel  Jackson’s  regiment, 
posted  at  Litchfield. 

The  firing  by  Lieutentant  Orlin  was  admirable,  approaching  almost 
to  the  accuracy  of  rifle  practice. 

Both  officers  and  men,  without  exception,  deported  themselves  well. 
Carelessness  of  their  own  safety,  by  which  Private  Dugan  received  his 
wound,  was  the  only  part  of  their  conduct  not  to  be  approved. 

I ordered  sundry  articles  belonging  to  P.  H.  Solman,  merchant,  who 
conducted  the  Yankees  into  Brownsville  yesterday  morning,  and  is 
known  to  be  in  constant  communication  with  the  enemy,  to  be  taken  for 
hospital  use.  They  are  turned  over  to  the  brigade  quartermaster  and 
will  be  regularly  invoiced. 

Very  respectfully,  T.  C.  HINDMAN", 

Brigadier-  General. 

Lieut.  D.  G.  White, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


NOVEMBER  24-DECEMBER  5,  1881. — Forrest’s  Expedition  to  Caseyville, 

Eddyville,  &c.,  Ky< 

REFORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  N.  B.  Forrest,  Tennessee  Cavalry  (Confederate). 

No.  2. — Lieut.  Col.  James  Peckham,  Eighth  Missouri  Infantry. 


No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  Y.  B,  Forrest,  Tennessee  Cavalry  [Confederate), 

Regimental  Headquarters, 

Hoplcinsville,  Ey.,  December  5, 1861. 
Leaving  Hopkinsville  November  24  with  300  men  and  their  officers, 
under  orders  from  brigade  headquarters,  we  went  to  Greenville,  where 
we  found  some  arms  and  equipments  belonging  to  the  enemy,  as  will 
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be  seen  by  a list  berewitb  returned  5 also  a soldier  in  full  uniform,  whom 
we  made  prisoner  and  returned  to  the  commander  of  the  post ; from 
thence  to  Madisonville,  where  I sent  Captain  Overton,  with  30  men,  in 
the  direction  of  Ashbysbnrg  and  Calhoun,  who  reported  that  all  the 
troops  had  left  the  former  place  and  gone  to  the  latter  (Calhoun).  I 
then  sent  a scout  to  Henderson,  dressed  as  a citizen,  who  reported  that 
all  the  Federal  forces  had  been  sent  from  that  town  to  Calhouu  and  their 
sick  to  Evansville. 

I then  visited  Providence  and  Claysville  and  Morganfield,  at  all  of 
which  places  the  people  met  us  with  smiles  and  cheers,  and  fed  and 
greeted  us  kindly.  . 

I then  went  to  Casey ville,  on  the  Ohio  Eiver;  then  up  the  Tradewater 
12  miles,  where  1 crossed  and  went  to  Marion,  in  Crittenden  County. 
When  near  that  place  a lady  eame  from  her  door  and  begged  in  the  name 
of  her  children  for  help,  and  representing  that  her  husband  (who  w^as  a 
citizen  of  standing  and  unconnected  with  the  war)  had  been  captured 
by  Federal  soldiers,  led  on  and  assisted  by  citizens  of  the  neighbor- 
hood, whose  names  being  given,  I deemed  it  proper  to  arrest.  William 
Ahers  was  arrested,  and  when  I approached  the  house  of  Jonathan 
Bells  he  shot  the  surgeon  of  my  regiment  from  the  door  and  escaped  by 
a back  opening  in  the  house.  A noble  and  brave  man,  and  skillful  sur- 
geon, and  high-toned  gentleman  was  Dr.  Van  Wyck,  and  his  loss  was 
deeply  felt  by  the  whole  regiment.  Dispatching  the  body  in  care  of 
Major  Kelly,  with  100  men,  to  Hopkinsville,  I remained  in  the  vicinity 
of  Marion  another  day,  and  my  scouts  arrested  one  Federal  soldier  and 
brought  him  as  prisoner,  and  killed  one  Scott,  the  leader  of  the  band, 
who  had  sworn  to  shoot  Southern  men  from  their  houses  and  behind 
trees,  he  (Scott)  attempting  it  by  wounding  three  horses  with  a shot-gun. 
The  scouts  found  with  him  three  guns  and  a pistol,  which  are  returned 
to  the  Ordnance  Department;  also  two  horses  of  the  enemy. 

From  Marion  I went  to  Dycusburg  and  Eddy  ville,  where  I learned  that 
no  boats  or  soldiers  had  been  on  the  Cumberland  for  twelve  days  at  those 
points.  The  people  at  the  latter  places  treated  us  with  the  utmost  lib- 
erality and  kindness. 

It  is  believed  that  the  expedition  has  done  great  good  in  giving  con- 
fidence to  the  Southern-rights  men,  destroying  the  distorted  ideas  of 
Union  men,  who  expected  every  species  of  abuse  at  the  hands  of  the 
Confederate  soldiers,  many  of  them  expressing  their  agreeable  disap- 
pointment and  change  of  views  in  regard  to  our  army,  and  not  a few 
assured  us  that  they  would  no  longer  use  any  influence  against  the 
cause  of  the  South.  Universal  kindness  was  the  policy  of  tlie  officers 
in  command.  With  me  were  Captains  Overton,  May,  Fruitt  [Trewhitt  ?], 
and  Hambrick,  in  command  of  detachments  of  their  own  companies,  and 
Lieutenant  Sims,  in  command  of  a detachment  of  Captain  Gould’s  com 
pany,  and  Lieutenant  Gentry,  in  command  of  a detachment  of  Captain 
Logan’s  company,  and  as  guide  Lieutenant  Wallace,  of  Cairtain  G.  A. 
Huwald’s  company. 

A number  of  hogs  and  cattle  were  started  from  the  counties  between 
this  and  the  river  and  along  the  river  under  the  auspices  of  the  expedi- 
tion. 

There  are  no  Federal  forces  remaining  on  this  side  the  Ohio  from  the 
mouth  of  Green  to  the  mouth  of  Cumberland,  and  with  the  exception  ot* 
a few  scouts  none  have  been  there  for  twelve  days. 

After  I left  Madisonville,  Jackson’s  cavalry  visited  the  place,  about 
400  in  number,  but  he  attempted  no  i)ursuit;  he  might  have  easily  over- 
taken us.  After  we  were  at  Casey  ville  200  Federal  troops  came  there 
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and  captured  about  eighty  hogs,  became  intoxicated  on  stolen  whisky, 
and  left  in  a row. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully’  submitted. 

NT.  B.  FOEEEST, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Forrest  RegiiUent  Cavalry, 
Brig.  Gen.  Charles  Clark, 

Commanding  at  Rophinsville,  Ky. 


FTo.  2. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  Pecl'liam,  Eighth  Missouri  Infantry. 


Camp  General  Smith,  Paducah,  Ky.,  December  2,  1861. 

Sir  : In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  30th  ultimo,  I proceeded, 
on  board  the  transports  Golden  State  and  Lake  Erie  NTo.  3,  with  three 
companies  of  the  Eighth  Missouri  Volunteers  and  one  piece  of  artillery, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Tobey,  of  the  Chicago  Light  Artillery,  to 
Cave  in  Eock,  where  I awaited  the  arrival  of  the  gunboat  Conestoga. 
In  company  with  the  latter  I reached  Caseyville,  Ky.,  at  daylight  on 
the  morning  of  the  1st  instant.  The  enemy  had  left  Casey  ville.the  day 
before  my  arrival  there,  and  from  many  reports  was  at  least  20  miles 
distant  and  pushing  southwards.  From  all  I could  learn  I submit  the 
following: 

It  was  apparently  with  no  intention  of  blockading  the  Ohio  that  the 
enemy  ventured  upon  its  banks.  A very  large  croj)  of  hogs  is  now  ready 
for  the  market,  and  it  is  to  secure  this  crop  that  they  are  found  in  the 
region  of  the  Ohio.  They  have  driv’en  off  many  already,  but  a large 
number  still  remain.  They  had  in  an  inclosure,  some  3 miles  from 
Caseyville,  a lot  of  60,  which  I secured,  and  turned  over  to  Colonel 
Cavanaugh,  of  the  Sixth  Illinois  Cavalry,  now  stationed  at  Shawnee- 
town.  I am  led  to  believe  that  a large  business  in  salt  is  being  done  by 
the  rebels  via  Caseyville  and  Cave  in  Eock.  It  is  known  that  vast  quanti- 
ties ot  goods  find  their  way  to  Nashville  through  that  section  of  country, 
of  which  Caseyville  is  the  leading  point.  Upon  my  arrival  at  the  latter 
place  I consulted  with  Captain  Phelps,  of  the  Conestoga,  and  Colonel 
Williams,  of  this  place,  and  concluded  to  send  to  Shawneetown  for  re- 
enforcements. They  arrived,  but  too  late  to  do  any  good.  I returned 
here  this  morning  at  5 o’clock,  under  the  conviction  that  my  longer 
stay  at  Caseyville  could  be  productive  of  no  good. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


JAMES  PECKHAM, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Eighth  Mo.  Vols.,  Comdg.  Detachment. 
General  C.  F.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces,  Paducah,  Ky. 


DECEMBER  1,  1861. — Gunboat  demonstration  on  Fort  Holt,  Ky. 

Report  of  Col.  John  Cooh,  Seventh  Illinois  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Brigade, 

Fort  Holt,  Ky.,  Sunday,  December  1,  1861. 
At  3.15.  p.  m.  Lieutenant  Mathie,  commanding  Company  F,  Seventh 
Ilhnois,  officer  of  the  day,  reported  to  these  headquarters  the  aiiproach 
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of  tliree  rebel  gunboats  (names  unknown),  wbicli  were  allowed  to  reacli 
a distance  of  4J  miles  from  Fort  Holt,  when,  deeming  it  imprudent  to 
allow  them  to  progress  farther,  the  batteries  were  ordered  to  open  upon 
them,  the  first  shot  being  fired  Irom  Fort  Holt,  on  the  extreme  right  of 
the  fortifications,  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  a fire  from  the  enemy,  in 
order  to  test  the  power  of  his  artillery,  which  having  been  done,  the 
64-pounder,  ^‘Lady  Grant,”  in  battery  on  the  extreme  left,  returned  his 
fire,  dropping  the  first  shot  within  200  yards  in  advance  of  the  boat. 
The  second  boat  returning  our  fire  plainly  showed  the  inadequacy  of 
both  guns  and  artillerists  to  cope  with  us  at  any  shorter  distance.  The 
64-pounders,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Wood  (McAllister’s  artillery), 
was  managed  with  marked  ability,  although  laboring  under  great  dis- 
advantages, the  piece  being  only  provided  with  ammunition  for  32- 
pounders. 

I am  confident  that  had  we  been  supplied  with  the  ammunition 
adapted  to  the  caliber  of  the  gun  we  could  have  done  much  damage  to 
the  enemy  before  he  could  have  retreated.  To  elevate  to  such  an  ex- 
tent as  would  enable  ns  to  reach  him  with  a shot  (there  being  no  known 
rule  to  establish  the  angle),  caused  us  in  two  instances  to  overshoot 
him,  the  shot  from  the  gunboats  always  falling  greatly  short  of  us. 

On  the  approach  of  these  rebel  craft  a detachment  irom  Captain 
Delano’s  cavalry,  together  with  one  company  from  the  Twenty- eighth 
Illinois,  were  ordered  to  proceed,  the  Ibrmer  as  far  as  Fort  Jefferson,  as 
a reconnoitering  party,  with  instructions  to  report  by  messenger  any- 
thing that  would  reveal  the  intentions  of  the  enemy,  and  the  latter 
beyond  the  picket  line,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  to  guard  against  an 
unexpected  attack  in  the  rear  of  the  fort,  both  of  which  have  returned, 
assuring  me  of  the  entire  absence  of  any  armed  force  about  or  around 
the  camp. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN^  COOK, 

Golonelj  Commanding  Fourth  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  IT.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  District  Southeast  Missouri^  Cairo^  HI, 


DECEMBER  1-13,  1861. — Operations  about  Mill  Springs  and  Somerset,  Ky. 

^ E,EI>ORTS. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  Albin  Schoepf,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — Col.  Ferdinand  Van  Derveer,  Thirty-fifth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  3. — Brig.  Gen.  F.  K.  Zollicoffer,  .C.  S.  Army. 

Ko.  1. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Albin  Schoepf  IT.  S,  Army*. 

Camp  Goggin,  December  2,  1861. 

General:  I arrived  here  yesterday,  reconnoitered  same  day  and  to- 
day. This  morning  the  enemy  opened  fire  irom  three  pieces,  one  rifled, 
and  infantry  on  Colonel  Hoskins’  camp  subsequent  to  my  order  for  the 
removal  of  the  camp  some  distance  back. 

The  strength  of  the  enemy  is  estimated,  by  the  best  accounts  we  can 
get,  of  the  following  numbers:  At  Mill  Sfmngs,  2,000  infantry  and  1,000 
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cavalry  5 at  Captain  West’s  farm,  distant  from  Mill  Springs  2 miles, 
1,000  infantry;  at  Steubenville,  2 miles  distant  from  West’s,  2,000 
infantry  ; and  at  Monticello,  5 miles  from  Steubenville,  3,000  infantry. 
Mill  Springs  is  distant  from  this  point  12  miles,  at  which  place  they  can 
cross  the  Cumberland  with  facility,  and  2 miles  below  that  point  they 
can  also  cross. 

Apprehending  the  probability  of  their  crossing  at  Mill  Springs,  I 
detailed  two  companies  of  cavalry  to  that  place.  I deem  the  position 
east  of  me  safe,  but  west  of  me  they  may  cross. 

The  river  is  high  and  not  fordable,  but  by  means  of  flats  they  can 
cross  anywhere ; the  troops  under  my  command  are  not  sufficient  to  keep 
the  river  guarded  as  far  as  Mill  Springs.  Should  they  cross  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  my  camp  I can  defend  my  position.  The  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  will 
be  with  me  to  day.  The  Seventeenth  will  occupy  a position  on  Fishing 
Creek,  to  defend  against  a flank  movement  should  the  enemy  cross. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHOEPF, 
Brigadier-  General, 

General  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Eastern  Division, 

P.  S. — The  enemy  have  moved  their  artillery  and  opened  fire  again. 
I have  hardly  time  to  write. 


Caimp  Goggin,  December  3,  1861. 

General:  The  enemy,  after  keeping  up  a brisk  fire  until  1 p.  m., 
retired  and  took  up  march  towards  Mill  Springs.  I ordered  Colonel 
Connell’s  Seventeenth  Ohio  Regiment  from  Somerset  to  that  point ; also 
three  pieces  of  artillery  and  one  company  of  cavalry.  Should  the  enemy 
make  an  attempt  to  cross,  we  could  be  able  to  keep  them  in  check. 

Twenty  reliable  Union  men  crossed  the  river  yesterday  evening,  and 
gave  me  information  that  Zollicoffer  commands  in  person,  and  is  at  Mill 
Springs,  with  eight  regiments  of  infantry,  three  of  cavalry,  and  eight 
pieces  of  artillery. 

My  troops  can  be  provided  with  beef  and  fresh  pork;  therefore  I 
would  suggest  that  only  small  stores  and  bread  should  be  sent. 

Captain  Prime  arrived  here  to-day.  We  will  go  to  work  as  soon  as 
the  tools  arrive. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHOEPF, 
Brigadier- General, 

General  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commandinq  Eastern  Division, 


Headquarters  First  Kentucky  Brigade, 

Somerset,  December  8,  1861. 

General:  We  met  the  enemy’s  scouts  this  evening  about  3 miles  to 
the  west  of  the  village ; the  collision  took  place  between  the  Thirty-fifth 
Ohio  and  the  enemy’s  cavalry.  Our  loss  was  1 killed  and  1 wounded; 
the  enemy’s,  1 officer  killed  and  3 men  wounded.  We  captured  1 horse 
and  killed  5.  The  cavalry  under  my  command,  as  usual,  behaved  badly. 
They  are  a nuisance,  and  the  sooner  they  are  disbanded  the  better. 
They  are  scouring  the  country  on  their  own  account,  lounging  about 
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the  villages  and  drinking  establishments,  a nuisance  and  disturbance 
to  the  quiet  citizens  of  the  country.  Captain  Everett  has  just  joined 
me,  and  reports  a series  of  irregularities  by  stragglers  of  this  regiment 
as  having  passed  under  his  notice  in  the  several  villages  through  which 
he  passed. 

Is  there  no  such  thing  as  obtaining  a regiment  of  reliable  cavalry? 
Such  a regiment  is  indispensable  with  this  brigade  at  this  time.  The 
absence  of  such  trooi)s  has  kept  me  in  the  saddle  until  1 am  nearly  worn 
down  with  fatigue. 

I very  much  need  a brigade  commissary  of  subsistence,  who  could  have 
the  means  to  purchase  such  articles  as  it  may  become  necessary  to  pur- 
chase. The  system  of  making  purchases  by  regimental  commissaries 
and  giving  j)romise  to  pay  is  open  to  abuse,  and  has  become  a great 
annoyance. 

The  two  Tennessee  regiments  will  be  here  to-morrow.  I shall,  no 
doubt,  need  them  by  the  time  they  arrive. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHOEPF, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding » 

Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas. 

P.  S. — I regret  to  add  that  Major  Helveti,  of  the  Kentucky  Cavalry, 
and  Captain  Prime,  Engineers,  are  both  missiug,  and  have  been,  I now 
learn,  captured  by  the  enemy.  These  officers  left  camp  with  me  on 
Wednesday  on  a reconnaissance,  but,  takiug  a different  road,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemj^  An  earlier  report  would  have  been  made  of  this, 
but  I had  looked  for  their  return  until  after  the  departure  of  the  Satur- 
day's mail,  my  last  reliable  means  of  communicating  with  you.  I deem 
it  useless  now  to  send  a dispatch  by  a cavalry  express. 


No.  2. 

Bej^ort  of  CoL  Ferdinand  Van  JDerveer^  Thirty-fifth  Ohio  Infantry, 

Camp  near  Somerset,  Ky.,  December  8,  1861. 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  2 o’clock  this  afternoon 
rapid  firing  was  heard  from  our  advance  picket,  30  strong,  stationed  on 
the  Fishing  Creek  road,  about  2 miles  from  our  camp. 

The  battalion  was  immediately  formed,  and  two  companies  went 
quickly  to  the  relief  of  the  picket.  The  enemy  had  been  checked  and 
were  scattered  through  the  woods. 

The  picket  was  first  alarmed  by  several  of  Captain  Dillion’s  cavalry, 
who  had  been  posted  a few  miles  in  advance,  rushing  past.  They  could 
not  be  stopped,  and  in  a few  moments  the  whole  compan3'  came  rushing 
along,  refusing  to  halt  to  assist  our  men,  and  so  ran  on  to  camp.  Had 
they  rendered  any  assistance  the  enemy  would  have  been  routed  with 
considerable  loss. 

Our  picket,  under  the  direction  of  Lieut.  W.  C.  Dine,  of  Company  D, 
being  in  an  open  field,  formed  and  delivered  three  volleys,  retreating 
while  loading  to  the  woods,  which  they  reached,  and  then  came  on  to 
camp  in  small  parties. 

We  killed  1 of  their  officers  in  command  of  the  advance,  1 of  their 
horses,  and  captured  1 horse.  Our  own  loss  was  1 killed,  1 wounded, 
and  15  missing. 
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The  force  of  the  enemy  appears  to  have  been  150  cavalry,  chiefly 
armed  with  sabers  and  pistols. 

All  of  w'hich  is  respectfully  submitted. 

FERDINAND  YAN  DERYEER, 
Colonel  Commanding  Thirty-fifth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers, 
Brig.  Gen.  Albin  Sciioepf, 

Commanding  First  Brigade  Kentuchy  Volunteers, 


No.  3. 


Reports  of  Brig,  Gen,  F.  K,  Zollicoff’er^  C.  8,  Army, 


Brigade  Headquarters, 

Mill  Springs^  Ky.,  Becemher  2,  18G1. 

Sir  : Yesterday,  with  a small  detachment  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  I 
proceeded  to  reconnoiter  from  the  left  bank  a camp  of  the  enemy,  9 
miles  above,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river.  Many  of  their  tents  were 
in  full  view,  and  they  came  out  and  fired  on  us  with  small-arms  and  one 
12-pounder  howitzer.  We  returned  the  fire,  but  the  distance  was  too 
great  for  our  guns  to  be  of  material  service.  To-day  I took  up  four 
pieces  of  artillery  and  soon  shelled  them  out  of  their  encampment,  caus- 
ing them  to  strike  tents  pecipitately  and  retire  out  of  sight.  I doubt 
whether  they  Imve  more  than  one  regiment  there. 

Captain  Sheliha,  with  a scouting  party,  has  examined  Oreelsborough 
and  Burkesvilie,  lower  down  the  river,  and  reports  three  regiments  ot 
the  enemy  at  the  former  and  a small  force  at  the  latter,  both  on  the  right 
bank. 

One  of  our  picket  parties  reports  a small  force  also  at  Rowena,  on  the 
same  side  of  the  river. 


The  river  is  now  very  high.  I am  now  building  transiiorts  to  enable 
me  to  cross,  but  1 fear  there  will  be  several  days’  delay. 

Y ery  respectfully, 

F.  K.  ZOLLICOFFER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Mackall, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Bowling  Green,  Ky, 


Brigade  Headquarters, 

Mill  Springs,  Ky,,  December  9,  18G1. 

Sir  : Having  been  disappointed  in  having  ferry-boats  captured  by 
the  force  sent  on  in  advance  with  that  object,  I have  had  to  have  boats 
built,  and  have  been  much  delayed  in  crossing  the  Cumberland  River. 
Five  regiments,  seven  cavalry  companies,  and  four  pieces  of  artillery  are 
now  across.  The  position  on  both  sides  of  the  ferry  is  naturally  strong, 
and  I am  rapidly  strengthening  the  defenses  on  the  right  bank.  The 
whole  force  with  me  is  seven  and  one-half  regiments,  eighteen  cavalry 
companies,  and  one  6-pounder  battery  of  eight  guns. 

• There  is  a force  of  the  enemy  at  Columbia,  the  strength  of  which  I am 
not  able  to  ascertain.  Three  regiments  of  it  were  at  Creelsborough,  18 
miles  above  Burkesvilie,  ten  days  ago.  It  is  certain  that  there  are  now 
not  less  than  ^i^■e  regiments  at  Somerset,  possibly  more. 

On  the  1st  I reconnoitered  from  the  left  bank  a cam])  of  the  enemy,  a 
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part  of  wbicli  was  in  view  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  at  Waitsborongh. 
On  the  2d  1 took  up  four  pieces  of  artillery  and  shelled  them  out,  com- 
pelling them  to  move  their  encampment  hurriedly.  They  had  but  two 
pieces  of  artillery.  On  the  4th  1 threw  over  the  first  small  cavalry 
l^icket  at  this  place.  Thej^  met  a cavalry  jncliet  of  the  enemy  a mile 
from  the  ferry  and  drove  them  back,  capturing  some  trifling  equipments. 
The  Sev^'enteenth  Ohio  Eegiment,  with  orders  to  prevent  our  crossing, 
had  advanced  to  within  2 J miles  of  the  ferry.  It  fled  precii)itately  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Somerset. 

On  the  5th  our  cavalry  pickets  captured  Major  Helveti  (supposed  to 
be  of  General  Buell’s  staff),  Captain  Prime,  engineer  officer,  under  orders 
from  General  Buell,  and  a coiporal  of  Colonel  Hoskins’  regiment,  after 
a chase  of  several  miles,  severely  wounding  the  2 officers. 

Pishing  Creek  runs  south  into  the  Cumberland,  5 miles  above  here, 
and  lies  between  our  x^osition  and  Somerset.  It  is  more  than  30  miles 
long,  runs  in  a deep  ravine  200  to  300  feet  deep,  and  its  summit-level 
on  the  east  ranges  from  a half  mile  to  one  and  a half  miles  distant  from 
that  on  the  west.  There  are  two  crossings  from  here  to  Somerset,  7 and 
11  miles  from  here.  The  more  distant,  the  enemy  fortihed  on  the  east- 
ern bank,  and  they  had  a force  near  the  latter  crossing.  On  the  7th  our 
cavalry  detachments  crossed  at  both  idaces,  and  found  the  enemy  had 
fallen  back  to  a camp  3 miles  north  of  Somerset.  They  rode  through 
their  fortifications  and  returned.  Yesterday  our  cavalrj"  crossed  at  the 
upi)er  ford  andreconnoitered  the  enemy’s  camp  and  the  town  of  Somerset. 
In  the  fortifications  at  the  creek  they  found  an  infantry  picket  and  a 
cavalry  picket  in  advance.  They  were  also  fired  on  from  the  bushes 
this  side  of  the  creek.  They  charged  upon  all  they  met,  pursued  the 
enemy  5 or  6 miles,  killed  10,  and  captured  16,  one  of  whom  is  badly 
wounded.  All  are  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Ohio  Eegiment,  except  one  of 
Wolford’s  regiment.  There  were  2 of  our  horses  killed  and  1 more 
wounded.  The  prisoners  say  their  regiment  reached  Somerset  only  the 
evening  before,  and  they  know  but  little  of  what  regiments  are  there, 
except  that  four  of  them  are  from  Ohio,  the  Thirty-fifth,  Thirty-eighth, 
Seventeenth,  and  Thirty-first.  Hoskins’  Kentucky  regiment  is  cer- 
tainly there,  perhaps  others.  Our  cavalry  are  to-day  picketing  both 
towards  Harrison  and  Somerset. 

Very  respectfully,  P.  K.  ZOLLICOPPEE, 

Brigadier-  General, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Mackall, 

Bowling  Green,  Ky, 


Brigade  Headquarters,  Beech  Grove,  Ky., 

North  of  the  River  opposite  Mill  Springs,  Deeeinber  14,  1861. 

Sir  : On  the  2d  instant  I informed  you  that  I had,  from  the  south 
bank  of  the  river,  shelled  the  enemy  out  of  their  camp  on  the  north 
bank,  and  was  rapidly  constructing  boats  at  Mill  Springs  with  which 
to  cross  the  river.  On  the  3d  I threw  over  a few  cavalry  pickets,  who 
drove  back  the  enemy’s  pickets,  found  a mile  from  the  ferry,  capturing 
a xfistol,  a saddle,  and  some  other  trapx)ings.  The  Seventeenth  Ohio 
Eegiment,  2J  miles  distant,  fled  12  miles.  On  the  4th,  our  cavalry 
l)ickets  captured,  6 miles  north  of  the  river,  after  a chase  of  more  than 
a mile.  Major  Helveti,  of  the  Pirst  Kentucky  Cavaliy,  Captain  Prime, 
of  New  York,  engineer  officer,  of  General  Buell’s  staff,  and  a corporal 
of  Colonel  Hoskins’  Kentucky  regiment.  The  major  and  cai)taiu  were 


12 


OPEEATIONS  IN  KY.,  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  S.  W.  VA.  [Chap.  xvn. 


both  severely  wounded.  On  the  5th,  6th,  7th,  and  8th  we  were  em- 
ployed crossing',  by  aid  of  a few  boats  we  had  constructed  (finding  a 
strong  position  in  the  bend  of  the  river  on  the  north  side),  leaving  two 
regiments,  some  cavalry,  and  two  pieces  of  artillery  on  the  south  bank. 
On  the  5th  we  found  that  the  enemy  were  intrenching  a strong  position 
on  the  east  bank  of  Fishing  Creek,  11  miles  north  of  us.  The  bed  of 
the  creek  is  a deep  ravine,  200  to  300  feet  deep,  the  summit-level  on  one 
side  being  distant  from  that  on  the  other  side  from  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  to  one  and  a half  miles.  They  also  had  a force  at  a lower  cross- 
ing, 7 miles  from  us.  Both  crossings  were  on  roads  leading  to  Somerset. 
On  the  7th  we  found  that  they  had"  fallen  back  from  both  positions,  and 
learned  that  they  were  intrenching  2 miles  beyond  Somerset.  On  the 
8th  our  cavalry  ])ushed  across  the  creek  at  the  upper  crossing,  met  a 
cavalry  and  infantry  picket  at  the  fortifications,  drove  them  to  the 
enemy’s  camp  near  Somerset,  killing  10  or  12  and  capturing  17  pris- 
oners, all  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Ohio  Eegiment,  except  1 of  the  First  Ken- 
tucky Cavalry.  Our  loss,  1 man  wounded  and  2 horses  killed.  Our 
party  captured  a number  of  muskets,  pistols,  accouterments,  articles  of 
wearing  apparel,  &c. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  river  I have  had  the  ferries  patrolled  with 
cavalry  from  the  folks  of  the  Cumberland  down  to  Burkesville.  On  the 
— our  picket  at  Creelsborough  was  fired  at  across  the  river  and  by  some 
men  in  a boat.  They  killed  2 in  the  boat,  and  lost  a horse.  On  the 
9th  and  lOth  the  enemy  on  the  north  bank  fired  across  the  river  at  our 
cavalry  patrolling  Kowena,  30  miles  below  here.  I determined  to  punish 
them,  and  sent  down  an  expedition  on  the  north  bank  on  the  llth,  which 
dispersed  the  enemy,  killing  3 and  capturing  11.  Our  only  loss  was  L 
man  drowned  in  attempting  to  cross  the  river.  Last  night  a party  of 
oiu*  cavalry,  w’ho  had  crossed  the  South  Fork  of  the  Cumberland,  were 
fired  on,  losing  1 man  killed  and  1 wounded.  It  being  difficult  to  keep 
them  here  safely,  I to-day  sent  33  prisoners  of  war  to  Kashville,  retain- 
ing 1 too  badly  wounded  to  move  at  present.  General  Johnston  has 
ordered  a steamboat  to  Gainesborough  on  the  18th,  loaded  with  supplies 
for  this  brigade,  on  which  the  prisoners  will  take  passage.  This  country 
is  abundant  in  Hour,  i)ork,  beef,  and  many  other  supplies.  There  are 
from  eight  to  ten  regiments  of  the  enemy  at  Somerset,  five  at  Columbia. 
I have  four  and  a half  regiments  on  this  side  intrenched — flanks  and  rear 
protected  by  the  river — and  two  regiments  on  the  south  bank.  Major- 
General  Crittenden  has  assumed  command  of  this  district,  and  is  at 
Knoxville. 

Yery  respectfully,  F.  K.  ZOLLICOFFER, 

Brigadier-General, 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inffpector  General,  BicJimond,  Ya, 


DECEMBER  4-7,  1881. — Expedition  to  and  destruction  of  Bacon  Creek 

Bridge,  Ky. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  H,  Morgan,  KentucTcy  Cavalry  {Confederate), 

Camp  Burnam,  December  7,  1861. 
Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  pursuance  of  orders,  I left 
camp  on  Wednesday  last,  at  4 p.  m.  with  105  men,  and  reached  Green 
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Eiver  at  6 o’clock  Thursday  night,  December  5.  Crossed  6 men,  4 of 
whom  were  to  dash  through  Munfordville  and  take  a position  upon 
the  turnpike  leading  to  Bacon  Creek,  4 miles  from  town,  to  prevent  any 
information  being  carried  to  the  enemy’s  pickets,  the  other  2 to  take 
position  in  the  town  and  remain  until  the  command  had  crossed  the 
river.  When  they  got  into  the  town  saw  several  men  armed,  2 whose 
names  were  Berry  Eaton  and  Luther  Shackleford,  who  it  seems  had 
just  returned  from  [the]  Federal  camp,  where  they  had  been  to  take 
a Southern-rights  man,  whom  they  had  captured.  My  advance  guard 
discovered  them  and  ordered  tliem  to  give  up  their  guns.  They  dis- 
mounted, one  immediately  tiring  both  barrels  of  his  gun  at  my  men, 
who  returned  the  fire  without  doing  any  execution.  The  2 men  who 
were  left  in  town  caught  one  of  the  horses,  which  is  now  in  my  camp. 

Beached  Bacon  Creek  bridge  at  9 o’clock.  Found  it  in  perfect  order, 
with  the  exception  of  one  rail,  which  was  lying  ready  to  be  laid.  There 
were  five  columns  of  uprights.  All  were  completely  burned,  with  the 
exception  of  the  one  which  was  in  the  creek.  The  bridge  is  a complete 
ruin. 

The  command  left  Bacon  Creek  at  1.05  o’clock.  The  rear  guard  of  4 
men  remained  until  within  a few  minutes  of  3 o’clock. 

General  McCook’s  advance  is  at  Upton’s,  his  main  body  a short  dis- 
tance this  side  of  Nolin.  Was  informed  by  Union  men  that  the  bridge 
on  Bolling  Fork  has  been  washed  away,  entirely  interrupting  rail  com- 
munication with  Louisville. 

On  my  way  to  Green  Biver  met  a wagon  loaded  with  goods  purchased 
in  Louisville.  Had  it  guarded  until  my  return.  The  wagon  was  claimed 
by  Mrs.  Bitter,  who  had  purchased  the  goods  with  which  it  was  loaded. 
Mrs.  Bitter  is  believed  by  the  people  of  that  neighborhood  to  be  an  em- 
ploye of  the  enemy.  Upon  my  return,  finding  that  a portion  of  the 
goods  were  to  be  delivered  in  Bowling  Green,  I released  the  wagon. 
One  of  my  horses  becoming  exhausted,  left  it  at  Bitter’s,  and  mounted 
the  man  upon  one  of  his. 

one  of  my  men  was  disabled  from  the 
Beached  camp  at  11  a.  m.  December  7. 


Upon  the  morning  of  the  7th 
accidental  discharge  of  his  gun. 
Bespectfully,  &c.. 


General  S.  B.  Buckner, 

Commanding  Jbivision, 


JOHN  H.  MOBGAN, 
Commanding  Squadron, 


DECEMBER  5-8,  1861. — Scout  in  vicinity  of  Russellville,  Ky. 

Beport  of  Capt  L F.  Harrison^  Mississippi  Cavalry, 

Wirt  Adams’  Cavalry, 

Camp  Hardee,  December  8,  18G1. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  herewith  to  report  to  Major-General  Hardee, 
commanding,  the  result  of  my  scout  in  the  vicinity  of  Bussellville : 

Pursuant  to  instructions  I left  Bowling  Green  at  midnight  on  the  5th 
instant,  with  a command  of  45  men  of  this  regiment,  and  reached  Bus- 
sellville at  2.30  a.  m.  on  the  Gth.  Here  I was  detained  three  hours,  pro- 
curing horses  for  my  men.  Upon  procuring  a mount  I started  to  join 
Captain  Pope,  who  had  engaged  the  enemy  the  day  before.  I came 
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up  with  him  about  16  miles  from  Eussellville,  assumed  command,  and 
started  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  I found  his  trail,  and  learned  lie  was 
two  hours  ahead  of  me.  A short  distance  from  here,  the  advance  guard 
having'  reported  the  presence  of  the  enemy  in  front,  I ordered  a charge. 
Upon . advancing  I could  discover  but  3 men,  2 of  whom  were  armed, 
making  their  escape  and  concealing  themselves  in  the  mountains.  The 
third,  who  was  engaged  in  cutting  wood,  I regret  to  say,  was  shot  and 
badly  wounded  by  one  of  the  citizens  who  had  joined  me.  The  shooting 
was  done  after  I had  passed  some  distance  beyond  the  point  where  the 
man  was  standing.  Other  firing  occurred  here  on  the  part  of  the  citi- 
zens. I was  delayed  one  hour  in  attending  to  the  wounded  man. 

Shortly  after  resuming  the  march  I met  the  citizen  who  had  been 
forced  to  guide  the  enemy  across  the  country.  He  reported  them  as 
pressing  forward  rapidly,  having  heard  the  firing.  1 continued  the 
pursuit,  and  when  night  prevented  any  further  pursuit  the  trail  not 
being  visible,  we  were. within  fifteen  minutes  of  them.  I made  a circuit 
and  encamped  with  a view  of  cutting  them  off  in  the  morning,  but  they 
escaped  during  the  night  across  the  mountains  in  the  direction  of  Green 
Eiver,  having  no  doubt  received  accurate  information  as  to  our  move- 
ments. 

Upon  the  march  back  to  Eussellville  I recovered  the  8 muskets  that 
the  enemy  had  taken  at  the  bridge  and  also  1 Colt’s  rifle  belonging  to 
them. 

The  4 wounded  of  the  enemy  are  concealed  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
I have  no  doubt  that  Captain  Pope  will  be  able  to  find  them. 

I regret  very  much  to  report  [that]  of  the  35  or  40  citizens  who  accom- 
panied my  command,  with  the  exception  of  Captain  Pope  and  some  5 or 
6 others,  deserted  me  when  their  services  were  the  most  required. 

1 reached  Bowling  Green  on  my  return  at  2 o’cloijk  this  morning,  with 
my  command  in  good  order. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  F.  HAEEISON, 
Captain  Wirt  Adams'^  Cavalry » 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  C.  Wood,  Jr., 

Commanding  Wirt  Adams'^  Cavalry^  Camp  Hardee^  Ky, 


DECEMBER  17,  1861. — Action  at  Rowlett’s  Station  (Woodsonville),  Green 

River,  Ky. 

R-EFORxs,  ir/rc. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  Don  Carlos  Bnell,  U.  S.  Army,  with  congratulatory  orders. 

No.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  Alexander  McD.  McCook,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  3. — Col.  August  Willich,  Thirty-second  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  4. — Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  C.  Hindman,  C.  S.  Army,  with  congratulatory  orders  from 
Major-General  Hardee. 

Fo.  1. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Bon  Carlos  Buell.,  U.  S.  Army.,  with  congratula- 
tory orders. 

Louisville,  Ky.,  December  17,  1861 — 12  .p.  m. 
McCook’s  division  is  at  Munfordville.  General  Mitchel  at  Bacon 
Creek.  We  are  doing  pretty  well.  Zollicoffer  is  either  retiring  across 
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the  Ciimbeiiand  Eiver  or  is  prepared  to  do  so  at  the  approach  of  any 
superior  force.  Any  more  formidable  demonstration  against  him  Avould 
only  harass  my  troops  and  derange  my  plans.  I am  letting  him  alone 
for  the  present. 

McCook  reports  the  rebels  attacked  my  pickets  in  front  of  the  rail- 
road bridge  at  2 p.  m.  to-day.  The  picket  consisted  of  four  compa- 
nies of  the  Thirty-second  Indiana,  Colonel  Willich,  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Yon  Trebra.  Their  forces  consisted  of  one  regiment  Texas 
Eangers,  two  regiments  infantry,  one  battery,  six  guns.  Our  loss. 
Lieutenant  Sachs  and  8 enlisted  men  killed  and  IG  wounded.  The 
rebel  loss,  33  killed,  including  Colonel  Terry,  of  Texas,  and  about  50 
wounded.  The  rebels  ingloriously  retreated.  , 

D.  C.  BUELL, 
Brigadier- General, 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville,  February  8,  18G2. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  the  ofScial  report  of  a 
skirmish  at  EowletCs  Station,  south  of  Green  Eiver,  Kentucky,  on  the 
17th  of  December,  18G1,  between  a portion  of  Colonel  WjllicKs  Thirty- 
second  Eegiment  of  Indiana  Yolunteers  (German),  and  a brigade  of  the 
enemy  under  General  Hindman.  The  gallantry  displayed  by  the  Thirty- 
second  Indiana  on  the  occasion  has  been  noticed  in  general  orders  from 
these  headquarters,  a copy  of  which  is  inclosed  for  tile  with  this  letter 
and  the  report.  Colonel  Willich  was  at  the  time  on  other  dutj^,  and  the 
troops  engaged  were  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Yon  Trebra, 
whose  skill  and  gallantry  on  the  field  merit  the  distinction  of  the  brevet 
rank  of  colonel. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Department, 
Brig.  Gen.  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  U,  S.  Army,  Washington,  D,  G, 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Ko.  23.  1 Loiiisville,  Ky.,  December  27,  18G1. 

The  general  commanding  takes  pleasure  in  bringing  to  notice  the 
gallant  conduct  of  a portion  of  Colonel  WillicKs  regiment.  Thirty-sec- 
ond Indiana,  at  EowletCs  Station,  in  front  of  Munfordville,  on  the  17th 
instant. 

Four  companies  of  the  regiment,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Yon  Trebra, 
on  outpost  duty,  were  attacked  by  a column  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of 
one  regiment  of  cavalry,  a battery  of  artillery,  and  two  regiments  of 
infantiy.  They  defended  themselves  until  re-enforced  by  other  compa- 
nies of  the  regiment,  and  the  fight  was  continued  with  such  effect  that 
the  enemy  at  length  retreated  precipitately. 

The  attack  of  the  enemy  was  mainly  with  his  cavalry  and  artillery. 
Our  troops  fought  as  skirmishers,  rallying  rapidly  into  squares  wdieii 
charged  by  the  cavalry,  sometimes  even  defending  themselves  singly 
and  killing  their  assailants  with  the  bayonet. 
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The  general  tenders  his  thanks  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regi- 
ment for  their  gallant  and  efficient  conduct  on  this  occasion.  He  com- 
mends it  as  a study  and  example  to  all  other  troops  under  his  command, 
and  enjoins  them  to  emulate  the  discipline  and  instruction  which  insure 
such  results. 

The  name  of  ^^Eowlett^s  Station”  will  be  inscribed  on  the  regimental 
colors  of  the  Thirty-second  Indiana  Eegiment. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Buell : 

JAMES  B.  EEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Chief  of  Staffs 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Brig,  Gen,  Alexander  McD,  McCooh^  U,  S,  Army, 

Headquarters  Second  Division,  Camp  Wood, 

December  25,  1861. 

Captain  : Please  find  inclosed  the  official  report  of  Col.  August  Wil- 
lich,  Thirty-second  Indiana,  of  the  affair  in  front  of  the  railroad  bridge 
over  Green  Elver.  I would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  general 
commanding  to  the  gallantry  and  good  judgment  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Von  Trebra,  of  said  regiment,  during  the  action.  The  regiment  behaved 
well  5 all  present  distinguished  themselves. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  McD.  McCOOK, 

Brigadier-General  Volunteers^  Commanding  Second  Division, 
Capt.  J.  B.  Fry, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Chief  of  Staff, 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Col,  August  Willich,  Thirty-second  Indiana  Infantry, 

Camp  George  Wood,  December  18, 1861. 

My  regiment  had,  as  usual,  two  companies  on  the  south  of  Green 
Eiver  for  the  protection  of  the  repairing  of  the  railroad  bridge  across  i 
the  Green  Eiver.  The  bridge  built  by  our  pontoniers  being  finished  on 
the  evening  of  the  15th  instant,  the  former  order  to  defend  our  work  in  | 
case  of  an  attack  principally^  from  the  north  side  of  the  river  was  changed  j 
in  such  a manner  that  four  companies,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  should  j 
form  on  the  north  side  of  Green  Eiver,  while  the  remaining  four  should 
advance  over  the  bridge  to  the  south  side  as  support  of  our  pickets. 

At  12  o’clock  on  the  17th  of  December  the  right  wing  of  our  picket  ! 
chain  (Company  B,  Captain  Glass)  was  annoyed  by  skirmishers  of  the  i 
enemy.  Captain  Glass  sent  out  a patrol  that  drove  them  back  and  fol-  I 
lowed  them  up  with  the  balance  of  his  company.  About  a mile  from  the 
picket  chain  he  met  a company  of  the  enemy’s  infantry,  whom  he  saluted 
with  a volley,  upon  which  they  retreated  in  haste.  Owing  to  the  arrival 
of  large  forces  of  infantry,  who  had  by  this  time  made  their  appearance, 
he  was  obliged  to  retreat,  executing  the  same  in  good  order,  until  re- 
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enforcements  arrived.  During  this  maneuver  Company  C advanced  on 
the  left  of  the  pike  from  Woodsonville  in  a southward  direction.  There 
they  were  attacked  by  a company  of  Texas  Dangers,  whom  they  drove 
back.  At  the  same  time  the  signal  of  alarm  was  given  to  the  remainder 
of  the  regiment  and  was  answered  with  astonishing  alacrity.  In  their 
anxiety  to  hasten  to  the  relief  of  the  companies  that  were  in  danger  the 
company  commanders  hiiled  to  obey  the  iustructions  given  by  me,  and 
all  of  them  rushed  over  the  bridge  and  up  the  hill,  there  forming  in  our 
usual  position  at  alarm — in  close  column.  The  undersigned  being  at  the 
time  of  the  general  alarm  at  the  headquarters  of  the  division,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Von  Trebra  ordered  Companies  K,  G,  and  F to  the  support  of 
Company  B on  the  right  wing,  and  Companies  A and  I to  the  support  of 
Company  C on  the  left  wing,  and  Companies  E and  H and  a few  men  of 
Company  D as  reserve  to  follow  along  the  pike,  under  command  of  Major 
Schnackenberg,  in  the  usual  distance.  The  infantry  of  the  enemy  on 
both  wings  were  thrown  by  the  mere  advance  of  our  lines  of  skirmish- 
ers. But  now  ensued  the  most  earnest  and  bloody  part  of  the  struggle. 

With  lightning  speed,  under  infernal  yelling,  great  numbers  of  Texas 
Bangers  rushed  upon  our  whole  force.  They  advanced  as  near  as  15  or 
20  yards  to  our  lines,  some  of  them  even  between  them,  and  then  opened 
fire  with  rifles  and  revolvers.  Our  skirmishers  took  the  thing  very 
coolly  and  permitted  them  to  approach  very  close,  when  they  opened  a 
destructive  fire  on  them.  They  were  repulsed  under  severe  loss,  but 
only  after  Lieutenant  Sachs,  who  left  his  covered  position  with  one  pla- 
toon, was  surrounded  by  about  50  Bangers,  several  of  them  demanding 
of  him  three  times  to  give  up  his  sword  and  let  his  men  lay  down  their 
arms.  He  firmly  refused,  and  defended  himself  till  he  fell,  with  3 of  his 
men,  before  the  attack  was  repulsed. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Yon  Trebra  now  led  on  another  advance  of  the 
center  and  left  flank,  when  he  drew  down  on  his  forces  a second  charge 
of  the  Bangers  in  larger  numbers,  charging  into  the  very  ranks,  some 
dashing  through  to  the  rear,  which  might  have  proved  disastrous  to 
Companies  C and  I had  not  Company  H,  commanded  by  Lieutenants 
Cappell  and  Levy,  and  ordered  forward  by  Adjutant  Schmitt  from  the 
reserve  on  the  pike,  advanced  with  a hurrah  towards  the  Bangers  and 
repulsed  them.  At  this  moment  the  artillery  of  the  enemy  with  six  guns 
commenced  its  well-dire<ited  but  not  damaging  fire.  Their  balls  and 
shrapnels  were  thrown  with  great  precision  towards  the  reserve  com- 
panies and  skirmishers  near  the  pike,  but  only  a few  men  were  hurt,  and 
those  by  splinters  from  trees  and  fences.  Among  others,  our  undaunted 
and  ever-attentive  Assistant  Surgeon  Jeancon  was  struck  by  the  branch 
of  a tree  and  stupefied  for  a short  time. 

While  this  happened,  the  struggle  on  the  right  flank  was  not  less 
severe.  Companies  F,  K,  and  B were  thrown  out  as  skirmishers.  Com- 
pany G in  column  as  support.  The  Bangers  advanced  within  15  yards, 
and  then  fired  with  shot-guns  and  revolvers.  Our  skirmishers  made 
great  havoc  among  them,  but  finally  retreated  behind  the  square  formed 
by  Company  G,  Captain  Welschbillig.  Now  a fight  ensued  such  as  seldom 
occurs.  The  Bangers,  about  150  to  200,  thinking  they  could  ride  over 
that  small  squad  of  50  men,  attacked  them  in  front  and  left  flank.  Capt- 
ain Welschbillig  suflered  them  to  approach  within  20  yards,  and  then 
fired  a deadly  volley  at  them.  They  retreated,  but  only  after  having 
discharged  their  guns  and  rifles  at  our  men.  They  charged  a second 
time,  and  engaged  in  front  and  both  flanks.  Several  of  them  came  close 
to  our  bayonets.  A well-aimecl  volley  sent  them  back  again.  They  made 
a third  but  weak  charge,  which  resulted  more  disastrously  to  them  than 
2 R R— VOL  VII 
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the  former.  They  now  disappeared  in  wild  disorder  from  the  battle- 
gTOuiid.  In  their  place  a regimeut  of  infantry,  the  band  playing,  ad- 
vanced against  the  small  squad.  Captain  Welschbillig  fell  back  before 
them  with  his  men  in  good  order,  to  form  with  Companies  I and  B,  Com- 
pany K holding  the  rear.  At  this  moment  the  undersigned  arrived  and 
took  command  of  the  right  wing.  Seeing  the  danger  that  threatened 
the  regiment  in  case  the  enemy’s  infantry  (two  regiments)  would  throw 
our  right  wing  and  advance  on  tbe  line  of  retreat  on  the  left  wing,  I 
ordered  the  signal  ‘‘fcdl  back  slowly”  to  be  given  and  formed  the  com- 
panies. Companies  B and  G fell  in  quickest.  Company  K guarded  the 
rear.  Tbe  forming  of  Companies  B and  G very  likely  gave  rise  to  tbe 
enemy’s  belief  of  a re-enforcement  on  our  right.  At  the  same  time  Com- 
pany A,  till  then  delayed  by  their  flanking  movement,  appeared  on  the 
enemy’s  right  wing,  on  our  left,  when  their  artillery  retreated  in  haste. 
Tbe  cavalry  bad  disappeared  from  the  battle-ground,  and  the  infantry 
followed  in  double  quick  time.  Company  A took  an  advanced  position, 
holding  it  until  the  undersigned,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Von  Trebra,  a com- 
pany (B)  of  the  Forty-ninth  Ohio,  and  Adjutant  Schmitt,  with  a squad 
of  men  from  my  regiment,  arrived  to  collect  the  dead  and  wounded,  which 
were  carried  home  under  the  protection  of  said  forces.  I cannot  pass 
this  without  expressing  my  heartfelt  thanks  to  Colonels  Gibson  and  Har- 
rison and  tbeir  regiments,  wbo  volunteered  to  assist  us  in  searching  for 
our  dead  and  wounded,  and  who  took  position  against  the  enemy,  giv- 
ing oiir  men  help  and  protection.  ! 

In  the  fight  ]uirticipated  3 field,  1 staff,  and  16  officers  of  the  line,  23  i 
sergeants,  and  375  men.  The  force  of  tbe  enemy  consisted  of  one  regi- 
ment Texas  Bangers,  two  regiments  infantry,  and  one  battery,  consist- 
ing of  six  guns.  Our  loss  is,  1 officer  and  10  men  dead,  22  wounded,  and  J 
5 missing.  Tbe  latter  I hope  to  be  able  to  report  as  wounded,  and  after  j 
whom  I have  to-day  sent  Lieutenant  Mank,  Company  A,  with  a flag  of  i 
truce.  ! 

According  to  the  reports  of  our  surgeons  several  of  the  wounded  are 
beyond  the  hope  of  recovery.  Yesterday  the  enemy  reported  his  loss  40 
killed  and  ours  200  killed.  I venture  to  say  that  he  lost  in  same  pro- 
portion  more  than  40  as  we  lost  less  than  200. 

» It  would  be  difficult  for  me  to  distinguish  special  names  for  their 
brave  conduct^  as  this  might  be  interpreted  that  others  did  not  deserve 
the  same  praise.  Every  officer  actually  engaged  distinguished  himself 
by  his  coolness,  courage,  and  judgment.  Lieutenant  Sachs  gave  way  i 
too  much  to  his  courage  and  advanced  too  hastily  and  too  soon,  which 
caused  our  mourning  over  his  loss  and  that  of  several  brave  soldiers  of  ; 
liis  platoon.  ] 

As  stated  above,  our  assistant  surgeon,  Jean  con,  was  on  the  battle-  ' 
ground,  while  our  first  surgeon,  F.  Krauth,  discharged  his  duties  faith- 
fully at  the  hospital.  Ca})tains  Giegoldt  and  Kodalle,  Lieutenants  ^ 
Schutz,  Trenck,  and  Kimmel  were  on  the  sick  list.  Lieutenant  Knorr  ■ 
was  on  guard  duty,  and  Lieutenant  Pietzuch  guarding  the  bridge  with  ^ 
his  pontoniers.  ^ ; 

Tbe  noble  conduct  of  some  surgeons  of  the  rebels  I cannot  pass  with  , 
silence,  although  I am  unable  to  give  their  names.  They  dressed  the  ; 
wounds  of  3 of  our  men  and  sent  them  back  to  us  in  a farmer’s  wagon,  i 
On  our  part,  Lieutenant  Mank,  of  Company  A,  permitted  4 men  of  tbe  .| 
rebel  force  to  carry  off  the  corpse  of  Colonel  Terry,  of  the  Texas  Bangers,  1 
and  several  wounded  men.  ^ 

If  I take  into  consideration  that  my  regiment  engaged  successfully  a 
force  at  least  seven  times  as  strong  as  our  own,  consisting  of  the  selected  ? 
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troops  of  the  enemy,  I think  I have  reason  to  say  that  everybody  has 
done  his  dutv  faithfully. 

A.  WILLICH, 

Colonel  Thirty-second  Indiana  Volunteers, 


P.  S. — Although  I did  not  intend  to  mention  any  one  individually,  I 
feel  mj/self  induced  to  state  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Von  Trebra  has 
gained  and  confirmed,  not  only  the  admiration,  but  the  love  and  confi- 
dence of  every  man  in  the  regiment  by  the  skill  and  gallantry  with  which 
he  led  them  to  the  attack. 

I have  to  mention  also  Lieutenant  Pietzuch  and  his  pontoniers,  who 
by  their  unceasing  efforts  succeeded  in  constructing  a bridge  across 
Green  River  with  the  poor  tools  and  scanty  material  furnished  them  in 
incredibly  short  time.  Without  this  bridge  it  would  have  been  impos- 
sible for  me  to  cross  the  river  with  the  regiment  to  support  our  pickets 
and  frustrate  the  designs  of  the  enemy  by  defeating  them. 

In  conclusion,  I most  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  general 
commanding  to  the  report  which  I laid  before  you  in  regard  to  strength 
and  number  of  my  regiment,  and  would  ask  you  to  take  it  in  favorable 
consideration. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  W. 


[Indorsement.] 


Headquarters  Sixth  Brigade, 

Camp  Wood,  Ky.^  December  18,  1861. 

Respectfully  forwarded.  By  direction  of  the  general  commanding  the 
division  I threw  two  regiments  across  the  river  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Thirty-second,  though  they  did  not  reach  the  ground  until  after  the  enemy 
had  been  put  to  flight.  All  praise  is  due  to  Lieutenant- Colonel  Von 
Trebra  and  the  men  under  him  for  the  gallant  manner  in  which  they 
repulsed  the  picked  troops  of  the  enemy.  As  only  a portion  of  the 
Thirty-second  was  engaged  I forward  the  report  of  its  colonel  as  a full 
and  complete  report  of  the  affair. 

R.  W.  JOHilSOI^, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Ko.  4. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  C.  Hindman.,  C.  S.  Army,  with  congratu- 
latory orders  from  Major- Geyieral  Hardee. 

Headquarters  Advance  Guard,  . 

Cave  City,  Ky.,  December  19,  1861. 

Sir:  At  8 a.  m.  on  the  17th  instant  I moved  towards  Woodson ville, 
for  the  purpose  of  breaking  up  the  railroad  from  the  vicinity  of  that 
place  southward.  My  force  consisted  of  1,100  infantry,  250  cavalry,  and 
four  pieces  of  artilleiy.  When  within  2J  miles  of  Woodson  ville,  con- 
cealed from  the  enemy’s  view,  I halted  the  column  and  ordered  forward 
Colonel  Terry’s  Rangers  to  occuiiy  the  heights  to  my  right,  left,  and  front, 
and  Major  Phifer’s  cavalry  to  watch  the  crossings  of  Green  River,  still 
farther  to  my  left.  These  orders  having  been  executed  and  no  force  of 
the  enemy  or  pickets  seen,  I advanced  the  column  until  the  right  reached 
the  railroad.  This  brought  me  within  three-quarters  of  a mile  of  the 
river  and  the  enemy,  but  still  concealed,  except  a small  body  of  cavalry 
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upon  the  extreme  right.  Here  a company  of  Hangers  was  detached  to 
observe  the  enemy  from  Rowlett’s  Knob,  which  was  to  my  right,  across 
the  railroad.  A strip  of  timber  bordered  the  river  parallel  to  the  line 
held  by  my  cavalry.  Fields  were  between.  A body  of  the  enemy’s 
infantry,  as  skirmishers,  moved  through  the  timber  by  their  right  on 
my  left.  They  were  tired  upon  by  a small  body  of  my  cavalry  and  re- 
tired. 

The  firing  ceased  for  about  half  an  hour,  and  I went  in  person  to  select 
a suitable  place  for  camp,  leaving  Colonel  Terry  in  command,  with  in- 
structions to  decoy  the  enemy  up  the  hill,  where  I could  use  my  infantry 
and  artillery  with  effect  and  be  out  of  range  of  the  enemy’s  batteries. 
Before  returning  to  the  column  the  fire  from  the  skirmishers  recom- 
menced. The  enemy  appeared  in  force  upon  my  right  and  center.  Col- 
onel Terry,  at  the  head  of  75  Rangers,  charged  about  300,  routed  and 
drove  them  back,  but  fell  mortally  wounded.  A body  of  the  enemy  of 
about  the  same  size  attacked  the  Rangers,  under  Captain  Ferrill,  upon 
the  right  of  the  turnpike,  and  were  repulsed  with  heavy  loss.  The  en- 
emy began  crossing  by  regiments  and  moving  around  on  my  right  and 
left  flanks.  Three  companies  of  Colonel  Marmaduke’s  (First  Arkansas) 
battalion  were  thrown  out  as  skirmishers  on  my  left,  engaged  the  enemy’s 
right,  and  drove  them  to  the  river.  I now  ordered  forward  Captain 
Swett’s  battery  and  the  Second  Arkansas  Regiment  to  support  it,  hold- 
ing the  Sixth  Arkansas  Regiment  in  reserve.  The  artillery  opened  fire 
ui)on  the  enemy  in  the  field  adjacent  to  the  railroad  and  drove  them  to 
the  banks  of  the  river.  Firing  now  ceased  on  both  sides.  The  enemy 
made  no  further  attempt  to  advance,  but  knowing  that  he  had  already 
crossed  in  force,  more  than  double  my  own,  and  had  the  means  of  cross- 
ing additional  forces,  I withdrew  my  command  by  way  of  the  turnpike 
two  miles  and  a half,  and  took  position  to  meet  the  enemy  if  disposed  to 
advance.  There  being  no  indications  of  any  such  intention,  I returned 
to  my  caDip  here,  reaching  this  place  at  8 p.  m. 

My  loss  in  this  affair  was  as  follows  : Killed — Colonel  Terry  and  3 men 
of  his  regiment ; dangerously  wounded — Lieutenant  Morris  and  3 men 
of  Texas  Rangers  j slightly  wounded — Captain  Walker  and  3 men  of 
Texas  Rangers  and  2 men  of  First  Arkansas  Battalion. 

I estimate  the  enemy’s  loss  at  75  killed  and  left  on  the  ground; 
wounded  unknown.  I have  7 prisoners;  other  prisoners  were  too  badly 
wounded  to  be  moved,  and  were  left  at  citizens’  houses. 

The  troops  under  my  command  who  were  engaged  displayed  courage 
in  excess.  The  others  were  as  steady  as  veterans. 

Very  respectfully, 

T.  C.  HIKDMAK, 

Lieut.  D.  G.  White,  Brigadier- General. 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General.^  First  Division^  &c. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Central  Army  of  Kentucky, 

No.  4G.  j December  21,  1861. 

On  the  17th  instant  our  forces,  under  Brigadier-General  Hindman, 
partially  engaged  a superior  force  of  the  enemy  at  Woodsonville. 

In  the  action  we  sustained  a loss  of  4 killed  and  9 wounded. 

The  enemy  was  driven  back  and  lost  about  50  killed  and  9 prisoners. 

The  conduct  of  our  troops  was  marked  by  impetuous  valor.  In  charg- 
ing the  enemy  Colonel  Terry,  of  the  Texas  Rangers,  was  killed  in  the 
moment  of  victory.  His  regiment  deplores  the  loss  of  a brave  and  be- 
loved commander ; the  Army  one  of  its  ablest  officers. 
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The  general  commanding  returns  his  thanks  to  Brigadier- General 
Hindman  and  his  command  for  their  conduct  in  the  initiative  of  the 
campaign  in  Kentucky,  and  he  hails  the  brilliant  courage  shown  in  the 
affair  as  a bright  auguiy  of  their  valor  when  the  actual  hour  comes  for 
striking  a decisive  blow. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Hardee : 

H.  G.  WHITE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


DECEMBER  23,  ISGl-JAETUARY  30,  1862.— Garfield’s  and  Marshalls 
operations  in  Eastern  Kentucky. 

events. 

Dec.  23,  1861. — Union  forces  advance  from  Louisa. 

Jan.  7,  1862. — Skirmish  at  Jennie’s  Creek. 

10,  1862. — Engagement  at  Middle  Creek,  near  Prestonburg. 

24-30,  1862. — Expeditions  to  the  Little  Sandy  and  Piketon. 

EEEOETS,  ETC. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  Don  Carlos  Buell,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  the 
Ohio,  with  instructions  to  Colonel  Garfield,  and  congratulatory  orders. 

No.  2. — Col.  James  A.  Garfield,  Forty-second  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding  brigade, 
with  instructions  to  subordinates. 

No.  3. — Brig.  Gen.  Humphrey  Marshall,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  brigade,  with 
instructions  from  War  Department. 

No.  4. — Col.  A.  C.  Moore,  Twenty-ninth  Virginia  Infantry. 

Ko.  1. 

Report  jof  Brig.  Gen.  Bon  Carlos  Buell,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  De- 
partment of  the  Ohio,  with  instructions  to  Colonel  Garfield,  and  con- 
gratulatory orders. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville,  January  14,  18G2. 

Colonel  Garfield,  ccmmanding  Eighteenth  Brigade,  reports  that  on 
the  7th  instant  he  attacked  and  drove  the  enemy  from  his  intieuch- 
ments  at  Paintsville,  killing  3 and  wounding  several;  our  loss  2 killed 
and  1 wounded.  On  the  lOth  he  attacked  the  main  body  of  the  enemy, 
under  Humphrey  Marshall,  posted  on  the  hills  at  the  Forks  of  Middle 
Creek.  Skirmishing  commenced  at  8 a.  m.;  engaged  from  1 p.  m.  until 
dark.  The  enemy  w^as  driven  from  all  his  positions,  and  in  the  night 
burned  most  of  his  stores  and  fled  precipitately.  Our  force  was  1,800 
infantry  and  300  cavalry.  The  enemy  had  2,500  infantry,  three  pieces 
of  artillery,  and  six  companies  of  cavalry.  Our  loss  at  Prestonburg,  2 
killed,  25  wounded.  The  enemy’s  loss  at  Prestonburg,  27  found  dead 
on  the  field.  He  carried  off'  his  wounded  and  many  of  his  killed. 

We  took  25  prisoners,  10  horses,  and  a quantity  of  stores. 

Colonel  Garfield  had  crossed  the  Big  Sandy  to  Prestonburg  on  the 
11th. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I,  Command ing. 

General  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant-  General,  Washington. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville^  Ky.^  December  17,  1861. 

Colonel  GiRFiELD, 

Forty-second  Ohio  Regiment^  Commanding  Brigade: 

Sir:  Tlie  brigade  organized  under  your  command  is  intended  to 
operate  against  the  rebel  force  threatening,  and  indeed  actually  com- 
mitting, depredations  in  Kentucky,  through  the  valley  of  the  Big  Sandj^ 
The  actual  force  of  the  enemy,  from  the  best  information  1 can  gather, 
does  not  probably  exceed  2,000  or  2,500,  though  rumor  places  it  as  high 
as  7,000.  You  can  better  ascertain  the  true  state  of  the  case  when  yon 
get  on  the  ground.  You  are  apprised  of  the  position  of  the  troops 
placed  under  your  command.  Go  first  to  Lexington  and  Paris,  and 
place  the  Fortieth  Ohio  Eegiment  in  such  position  as  will  best  give  a - 
moral  su[)port  to  the  people  in  the  counties  on  the  route  to  Prestonburg 
and  Piketon,  and  oppose  any  further  advance  of  the  enemy  on  that 
route.  Then  proceed  with  the  least  possible  delay  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Sandy,  and  move  with  the  force  in  that  vicinity  up  the  river,  and  drive 
the  enemy  back  or  cut  him  ofi*.  Having  done  that,  Piketon  will  i^roba- 
bly  be  the  best  position  for  you  to  occupy  to  guard  against  further 
incursion.  Artillery  will  be  of  but  little  if  any  service  to  you  in  that 
country.  If  the  enemy  have  any,  it  will  encumber  and  weaken  rather 
than  strengthen  them. 

Your  supplies  must  necessarily  be  taken  up  the  river,  and  it  ought 
to  be  done  as  soon  as  possible,  while  the  navigation  is  open.  Purchase 
what  you  can  in  the  country  through  which  you  operate.  Send  your 
requisitions  to  these  headquarters  for  funds  and  ordnance  stores,  and 
to  the  quartermaster  and  commissary  at  Cincinnati  for  other  supplies. 
The  conversatious  I have  had  with  you  will  suggest  more  details  than 
can  be  given  here.  Peport  frequently  and  fully  upon  all  matters  con- 
cerning your  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

D.  0.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Departivient  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville^  Ky.j  December  28,  1861. 

Colonel  Garfield, 

Commanding  Fighteenth  Brigade^  Louisa^  Ky. : 

The  following  dispatch  was  sent  this  day  to  Lieut.  M.  L.  Benham, 
Forty-second  Eegiment  Ohio  Volunteers,  Catlettsburg,  via  Portsmouth  : 

The  arms  for  Lindsey’s  regiment  were  forwarded  by  Adams  Express  on  the  I9th  to 
Greensbnrg.  Ascertain  whether  they  have  gone  through  Cincinnati.  Tell  Colonel 
Gartield  I have  been  unable  to  get  the  howitzers  for  him  or  I would  send  them,  but  I 
think  he  will  find  his  infantry  more  efficient  than  the  enemy’s  artillery.  T^ll  him  to 
report  frequently. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville^  Ky.,  January  3,  1862. 

Colonel  GarfiLld  : 

Yours  of  the  2d  instant*  has  been  received.  The  general  would  send  1 
you  two  mountain  howitzers,  but  he  is  under  the  impression  that  from  I 
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the  nature  of  the  country  and  the  season  of  tlie  year  you  would  find 
them  more  of  an  incumbrance  than  an  advantage,  and  he  lioi)es  and 
expects  that  you  will  be  able  to  accomplish  important  results  without 
them.  You  can,  however,  give  more  in  detail  your  views  on  the  subject. 

I presume  you  have  received  my  letter  of  the  31st*  giving  you  infor- 
maiion  in  relation  to  the  enemy  near  you  and  my  telegram  requiring 
secrecy  in  regard  to  same. 

Efforts  are  being  made  to  start  Colonel  Lindsey,  in  compliance  witli 
your  orders,  and  it  is  presumed  he  will  [soon]  be  with  you.  Eeport 
frequently. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  EEY, 

A ssistant  A djutant-  Genera  1. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville^  Ky.j  January  20,  1862. 

Colonel  Garfield, 

Commanding  'Eighteenth  Brigade^  Prestonhurg,  Ky. : 

Colonel:  Your  dispatches  of  your  attack  upon  the  enemy  at  Paints- 
ville  and  Prestonburg  on  the  7th  and  10th  instant  have  been  received, 
and  the  general  commanding  directs  me  to  express  his  gratification  at 
the  perseverance,  fortitude,  and  gallantry  displayed  by  yourself  and  your 
command  in  the  campaign  in  which  you  are  engaged.  Your  original 
instructions  were  to  proceed  as  far  as  Piketou  (or  Pikeville),  and  it  is 
inferred  from  the  activity  and  energy  displayed  up  to  the  date  of  your 
dispatches  that  you  have  not  permitted  the  enemy  to  rest  this  side  of 
that  point.  As  it  is  not  known  liere  what  direction  Marshall  has  taken, 
it  is  not  practicable  to  give  you  any  definite  instructions.  He  may  have 
gone  into  Western  Virginia  or  taken  the  road  from  Prestonburg  or  Pike- 
ton  to  Hazard  in  Perry  County  or  Whitesburg  in  Letcher,  and  may  even 
attempt  to  make  his  way  to  Cumberland  Gap.  You  are  directed  in  any 
case  to  drive  him  from  the  soil  of  Kentucky  and,  having  done  this,  to 
act  as  circumstances  may  require,  keeping  this  office  informed  of  your 
movements  and  your  whereabouts,  that  instructions  may  reach  you. 
Colonel  MarshalPs  Kentucky  regiment,  from  Maysville,  Ky.,  was  this 
day  ordered  to  report  to  you,  and  if  you  should  find  it  necessary  to  move 
to  the  south  beyond  Piketon,  a force  must  be  left  at  that  point.  It  is 
a place  which  must  be  held,  and  Marshall’s  regiment  might  receive 
orders  from  you  for  that  purpose.  It  would  be  well  for  you  to  put  your- 
self in  communication  with  him  as  soon  as  practicable. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O,  D.  GBEEKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville.  January  24,  1802. 
Col.  James  A.  Garfield,  Paintsville,  Ky. : 

Sir  : Your  official  report  of  the  battle  of  Middle  Creek  has  been  re- 
ceived and  your  success  will  be  duly  noticed  in  orders. ' 

The  general  is  expecting  to  receive  from  you  more  detailed  informa- 
tion in  reference  to  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  the  direction  taken  by 
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him,  Ills  probable  whereabouts  and  condition  ; of  his  intentions,  probable 
and  fntnie  objects  and  movements.  These  points  were  not  touched  in 
your  report. 

Yon  have  probably  ere  this  received  my  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  re- 
lieating  the  general’s  wish  for  you  to  establish  your  force  at  Piketon  and 
be  sure  thal  tlie  enemy  does  not  again  get  a foothold  on  Kentucky  soil. 

Your  difficulties  in  reference  To  supplies  are  appreciated,  but  the  gen- 
eral trusts  you  will  overcome  them.  The  commissary  of  subsistence  in 
Cincinnati  has  been  directed  to  forward  two  months’  supply  of  provis- 
ions as  soon  as  practicable,  the  intention  being  to  get  a supply  to  you 
while  the  Big  Sandy  is  uj)  and  before  navigation  ceases.  The  general 
desires  you  to  take  advantage  of  the  high  water  to  get  your  supplies  of 
all  kinds  (ammunition  and  forage,  if  necessary)  up  the  river  while  op- 
portunity is  favorable. 

If  Eastern  Kentucky  is  entirely  freed  from  the  enemy  and  out  of 
danger  of  annoyance,  it  is  possible  that  yourself  and  part  of  your  com- 
mand may  be  called  to  other  duties. 

Capt.  Ealph  Plumb,  quartermaster,  was  ordered  to  join  you,  on  your 
application,  from  Lexington.  Is  he  on  duty  with  you? 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  EEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Ko.  4a.  1 Louisville^  Ky.,  Jayiuary  20,  1862. 

The  general  commanding  takes  occasion  to  thank  Colonel  Garfield  and 
his  trooi)s  for  their  successful  campaign  against  the  rebel  force  under 
General  Marshall  on  the  Big  Sandy  and  their  gallant  conduct  in  battle. 
They  have  overcome  formidable  difficulties  in  the  character  of  the  coun- 
try, the  (joiidition  of  the  roads,  and  the  inclemency  of  the  season,  and 
without  artillery  have,  in  several  engagements,  terminating  with  the  bat- 
tle on  Middle  Creek  on  the  10th  instant,  driven  the  enemy  from  his  in- 
trenched position  and  forced  him  back  into  the  mountains  with  the  loss 
of  a large  amount  of  baggage  and  stores  and  many  of  his  men  killed 
or  captured.  These  services  have  called  into  action  the  highest  qualities 
of  a soldier — perseverance  and-  courage. 

By  command  of  General  Buell: 

JAMES  B.  FEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Adjutant-General’s  Office, 

Washington,  January  21,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  IT.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ohio,  Louisville,  Ky. : 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  the  14th  instant,  reporting  the  success  of  Col- 
onel Garfield  against  the  enemy’s  lorces  under  Humphrey  Marshall  at 
Paintsvilie  and  Prestonburg,  on  the  7th  and  10th  instant,  has  been  re- 
ceived. Major-General  McClellan,  commanding  the  Army,  congratu- 
lates Colonel  Garfield  and  his  brigade  upon  this  handsome  achievement 
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against  forces  superior  in  number  and  having  the  advantage  of  three 
pieces  of  artillery. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  THOMAS, 
Adjutant- Qmeral, 


Xo.  2. 

Reports  of  Col.  James  A.  Garfield,  Forty-second  Ohio  Infantry,  com- 
manding  brigade,  with  instructions  to  subordinates. 

Headquarters  Eighteenth  Brigade, 

George’s  Creelc,  December  20,  1801. 

I arrived  here  last  night  with  900  men.  Twenty-five  hundred  rebels 
are  at  Paintsville,  18  miles  distant,  with  four  guns.  They  are  fortifying. 
The  Fourteenth  Kentucky  can  furnish  only  500  effective  men.  They 
will  be  here  soon.  Colonel  Lindsey  has  no  equipments  and  but  000 
effective  men.  I have  ordered  him  to  join  me  as  soon  as  possible.  Send 
me  four  small  howitzers,  with  shell  and  shrapnel,  if  possible.  I can  get 
them  here  by  boat  and  haul  them  with  our  mule  teams.  Lieut.  M.  L. 
Benham,  Forty-second  Regiment,  awaits  answer  at  Cincinnati. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  GARFIELD, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell. 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Brigade, 

George’s  Creelc,  December  20,  1801. 

Sir  : I advanced  from  Louisa  on  the  23d  instant,  with  nine  companies 
of  the  Forty-second  Ohio,  three  companies  of  the  Fourteenth  Kentucky, 
and  Major  McLaughlin’s  squadron  of  cavalry,  and  reached  this  place, 
18  miles  from  Paintsville,  on  the  evening  of  the  24th,  bringing  our  tents 
and  subsistence  by  a flat-boat,  as  our  train,  in  charge  of  one  company 
of  the  Forty-second  Ohio,  had  not  yet  arrived  from  Catlettsburg. 

Nine  companies  of  the  Fourteenth  Kentucky  were  allowed  to  remain 
at  Louisa  to  await  the  arrival  of  their  equipments.  I expect  them  here 
to-morrow. 

Colonel  Lindsey  has  informed  me  that  his  command  cannot  be  ready 
for  service  for  an  indefinite  time.  I herewith  inclose  you  a copy  of  his 
communication.  * 1 have  not  yet  heard  from  Colonel  Wolford’s  cavalry. 

The  roads  along  this  valley  are  almost  impassable:  they  were  never 
more  than  tolerable,  and  in  the  distracted  condition  of  the  country  no 
repairs  have  been  made.  It  required  four  days’  hard  labor  to  bring  our 
train  of  25  wagons,  nearly  empty,  a distance  of  28  miles.  I am  there- 
fore bringing  our  stores  to  this  point  by  the  river.  When  we  leave  here 
we  shall  go  back  from  the  river  up  George’s  Creek,  and  shall  take  our 
train  with  us.  It  will  reach  us  to-morrow.  I think  1 am  now  able  to 
give  you  a reliable  statement  of  the  strength  of  the  enemy  in  the 
vicinity  of  Paintsville  at  least. 

I have  collected  and  compared  statements  from  citizens,  scouts,  and 
prisoners,  and  find  that  Colonel  Williams  returned  about  three  weeks 
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ago  with  the  force  that  retreated  before  General  Kelson;  and  about 
ten  days  ago  a regiment  of  troops  from  some  neighboring  State,  proba- 
bly Virginia,  i)assed  to  Prestonburg,  via  Piketon,  with  a train  of  55 
wagons  and  four  iron  guns ; one  of  large  caliber,  the  others  probably 
6-pounders. 

These  two  forces,  amounting  to  from  2,000  to  2,500  men,  increased  by 
irregular  bands  of  local  rebels,  mostly  mounted,  are  now  in  Paintsville, 
and  are  throwing  up  works  for  delense,  and  sending  out  marauding 
parties  in  various  directions,  who  are  committing  frequent  murders, 
driving  off  cattle,  and  destroying  the  property  of  Union  men.  I inclose 
a map  of  tbe  route  from  my  camp  to  Paintsville.*  I send  a request  by 
telegraph  for  at  least  four  small  howitzers. 

\\Tthout  a strong  re-enlorcement  my  command  can  hardly  dislodge 
the  enemy  without  the  means  of  shelling  their  camp.  I can  furnish 
teams  for  hauling  the  guns,  which  can  be  sent  here  by  the  river.  I 
earnestly  hope  you  will  be  able  to  furnish  them.  I shall  hope  to  strike 
a blow  at  an  early  day.  I have  not  yet  been  able  to  send  you  consoli- 
dated morning  reports  in  consequence  of  tbe  separation  of  tbe  parts  of 
my  command  and  the  want  of  proper  blanks.  Eequisitions  have  been 
made,  but  a supply  has  not  yet  been  received. 

1 have  not  yet  heard  from  the  Portieth  Ohio  Pegiment,  but  have  no 
doubt  it  has  reached  and  is  occupying  McCormick’s  Gap. 

Pespectfully  submitted. 


J.  A.  GARFIELD, 


Capt.  J.  B.  Fry, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade, 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Brigade, 

Caynp  Pardee^  January  4,  1862. 

Dear  Sir  : Shortly  after  the  date  of  my  last  report  to  you,  of  Decem- 
ber 26,  I received  intelligence  that  the  enemy^  had  retreated  to  a hill  3 
miles  from  Paintsville,  on  the  road  to  Prestonburg,  where  he  is  throw- 
ing up  earthworks.  About  the  same  time  300  or  400  cavalry  came  in 
from  West  Liberty  and  encamped  at  the  mouth  of  Jennie’s  Creek,  where 
they  still  remain  and  are  actively  engaged  in  marauding  and  foraging 
ex])editions.  Judging  from  tbe  position  of  tbe  enemy  that  he  intended 
to  make  a stand,  I dispatched  a messenger  to  Colonel  Cranor,  ordering 
him  to  proceed  to  Prestonburg  via  Hazel  Green  and  Burning  Spring, 
sending  a strong  party  of  cavalry  via  West  Liberty  and  Licking  Station 
to  drive  in  the  rebel  forces  on  that  route  and  protect  Colonel  Cranor’s 
flank,  and  join  him  again  before  he  reached  Prestonburg.  He  was  then 
to  move  down  the  river  and  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  attack  the 
enemy’s  position  or  cut  off*  his  retreat.  I herewith  inclose  a copy  of  my 
instructions  to  him.* 

The  messenger  was  expected  to  return  on  Monday  evening,  December 
30,  but  did  not  reach  me  till  Wednesday.  On  Tuesday,  December  31, 1 
moved  up  George’s  Creek  8 miles,  with  the  Forty-second  Ohio,  five  com- 
panies of  the  Fourteenth  Kentucky,  and  McLaughlin’s  squadron  of  cav- 
alry, and  encamped  at  the  foot  of  Brown’s  Hill.  I there  waited  one  day 
the  arrival  of  Colonel  Moor’s  [Cranor’s  *?]  train,  part  of  which  reached  me 
January  1.  Six  of  his  wagons  have  not  yet  arrived.  On  the  evening  of 
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January  1 my  messenger  from  Colonel  Cranor  arrived,  informing  [me] 
that  liis  regiment  arrived  at  McCormick’s  Gap  on  Sunday,  Deceml)er29, 
and  would  leave  there  in  conformity  with  my  orders  on  the  following 
morning.  It  consumed  the  whole  of  January  2 and  3 and  required  a 
working  party  of  100  men  to  get  our  traiu  over  Brown’s  Hill  to  this 
point,  on  the  headwaters  of  Tom’s  Creek,  a distance  of  but  little  more 
than  3 miles  from  our  former  place  of  encampment.  To-day  our  scouts 
encountered  and  drove  back  a hundred  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  from 
Tom’s  Hill,  2^  miles  on  the  route  to  Paiutsville.  Our  advauce  guard 
is  holding  the  position  to-night. 

In  view  of  the  exceedingly  bad  condition  of  the  roads,  made  worse  bj; 
the  heavy  rains  of  the  last  two  days,  I have  dispatched  a second  mes- 
senger to  Colonel  Cranor,  appointing  Monday  next  as  the  time  when  I 
hope  to  drive  in  the  enemy’s  cavalry"  and  occupy  the  mouth  of  Jennie’s 
Creek.  I am  exceedingly  perplexed  by  the  non-arrival  of  Lindsey’s 
regiment.  When  I first  arrived  at  Catlettsburg  I ordered  him  to  join 
me  as  soon  as  he  could  obtain  the  requisite  outfit.  On  Saturday  last  he 
broke  up  his  camp  and  moved  to  Ashland,  as  I supposed,  on  his  way 
up  the  valley.  On  Wednesday  I heard  that  he  had  not  yet  left  Ash- 
land. I then  sent  him  a i)eremptory  order  to  move  forward,  but  up  to 
this  time  I have  not  heard  from  him.  The  two  companies  of  Colonel 
Wolford’s  cavalry,  which  were  ordered  to  join  me,  I have  never  heard 
from. 

I stated  in  my  last  report  that  Major  McLaughlin’s  [cavalry]  had  no 
carbines.  I turned  over  to  them  the  rifles  belonging  to  such  of  the 
Forty-second  Ohio  as  were  sick  and  on  detached  duty,  and  they  still  use 
them.  The  major  received  a full  supply  of  ijistol  cartridges  a few  days 
ago,  but  no  caps  came  with  them. 

The  squadron  has  but  very  little  drill  and  cannot  be  relied  on  for 
much  service,  excej^t  scout  and  messenger  duty.  But,  notwithstanding 
these  drawbacks,  I shall  advance,  and  shall  hope  we  may  at  least  nar- 
row down  the  limits  of  the  enemy’s  depredations.  Since  my  last  report 
we  have  had  4 men  from  Major  McLanghlin’s  cavalry  captured  by  the 
etiemy’s  scouts.  We  have  taken  1 of  his  men,  and  Colonel  Cranor  has 
taken  several  more. 

I was  much  in  hopes  I could  have  had  a howitzer  battery.  Still,  if  I 
had  an  infantry  force  in  this  column  equal  to  the  enemy’s  I should  have 
no  doubt  of  being  able  to  capture  him.  I shall  try  his  strength  as  soon 
as  I can  draw  him  down  from  his  jiosition.  I have  not  y^et  received 
any  blanks,  and  hence  have  forwarded  no  morning  reports.  I inclose 
maps.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  GAEFIEHD, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Eighteenth  Brigade, 

Capt.  J.  B.  Fry, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Brigade, 

Paintsville,  Ky.^  January  8,  1862. 

Hear  Sir  : On  Sunday,  January  5,  I drove  in  several  small  scouting 
parties  of  the  .enemy,  killing  1 of  them.  On  Monday',  January  6,  I 
moved  on  to  the  mouth  of  Muddy  Branch.  The  enemy  came  down  the 
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same  evening  from  liis  intrenclied  hill,  with  one  12-pounder  and  two 
regiments  of  infantry,  and  occupied  the  southern  bank  of  Paint  Creek. 
When  his  scouts  Avere  drawn  in  they  reported  the  advance  of  my  whole 
column,  and  immediately  Marshall  broke  up  his  camp,  burned  many  of 
his  wagons,  and  a large  amount  of  corn,  oats,  meal,  sugar,  rice,  and 
other  provisions,  and  during  the  night  of  January  5 and  all  the  follow- 
ing day  he  Avas  hurrying  his  trains  and  infantry  away  on  retreat.  His 
caA^alry  remained  behind,  kept  up  a show  of  resistance,  and  thus  kept 
their  retreat  a secret.  Colonel  Bolles,  of  the  Second  Yirginia  Cavalry, 
had  been  ordered  by  General  Cox,  commanding  Department  of  the 
Kanawha,  to  co-operate  with  me,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  bands  of  rebels 
were  coming  in  from  the  Yirginia  side  of  the  Sandy,  and  joined  me  on 
Monday  at  noon.  We  then  moved  forward,  with  the  Forty-second  Ohio, 
Fourteenth  Kentucky,  and  300  of  Colonel  Bolles’  cavalry,  and  occupied 
this  place.  The  rebel  pickets  were  still  on  the  opposite  side  of  Paint 
Creek  and  retreated  as  we  advanced.  I immediately  sent  Colonel  Bolles, 
with  his  300  cavalry,  to  attack  and  drive  back  the  rebels  at  Jennie’s 
Creek,  while  I advanced  with  1,000  men  to  attack  General  Marshall’s 
position.  I was  obliged  to  construct  a pontoon  bridge  across  Paint 
Creek,  and  did  not  get  my  column  in  motion  until  sunset.  We  then 
adA^anced  along  an  unfrequented  road,  and  at  8 o’clock  occuihed  .the 
rebel  fortifications  4 miles  aboA^e  here.  We  found  his  camp-fires  still 
burning,  and  his  whole  camp  showed  signs  of  panic  and  most  dis- 
orderly retreat.  I then  marched  doAvn  Jennie’s  Creek  to  aid  Colonel 
Bolles.  Before  we  reached  him  his  advance  of  60  men  had  attacked 
200  rebel  cavalry,  killed  6,  wounded  several,  and  scattered  them  among 
the  hills.  Colonel  Bolles  had  2 killed  and  1 wounded. 

To-day  we  have  occupied  all  their  works  and  sent  out  cavalry  scouts 
to  learn  the  direction  of  their  retreat.  Colonel  Bolles  has  given  me  very 
efficient  aid,  but  his  orders  will  not  permit  him  to  remain  with  me 
longer.  To-morrow  morning  I start  in  pursuit  with  1,000  infantry  and 
400  cavalry. 

Colonel  Cranor,  Fortieth  Ohio,  and  six  companies  (300  men)  of  Wol- 
ford’s cavalry,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Letcher,  have  joined 
me  to-day.  They  had  construed  the  enemy’s  retreat  into  an  intended 
attack,  and  not  being  able  to  resist  the  wKole  rebel  force,  which  has  been 
increased  by  late  re-enforcements  to  OA'er  4,000  men,  came  down  Paint 
Creek  instead  of  going  on  to  Prestonburg. 

We  have  taken  15  prisoners,  Avhich  I haA^e  this  day  sent  to  Kewport 
Barracks.  The  Aucinity  of  the  rebel  camps  presents  a scene  of  utter 
desolation.  They  have  appropriated  and  destroyed  an  immense  amount 
of  property. 

The  trA,n sport ation  for  our  stores  has  been  a work  of  extreme  diffi- 
culty. But  now  that  we  have  reached  the  river,  we  will  hurry  them  up 
by  boats.  I shall  hope  to  occupy  Prestonburg  to-morrow^  evening.  I 
fear  we  shall  not  be  able  to  catch  the  enemy  in  a stern  chase,”  but  we 
shall  try.  Since  he  has  left  his  stronghold  I think  I shall  not  need  any 
artillery. 

The  health  of  my  command  is  very  good,  considering  the  hard  service 
they  have  been  engaged  in.  I send  you  a sketch  of  Marshall’s  defenses.* 
The  extent  and  character  of  the  works  indicate  a larger  force  than  I 
had  supposed  they  had.  I regret  to  say  I haA^e  not  receh^ed  any  blanks 
and  have  not  made  out  any  brigade  morning  reports.  I have  the  ma- 
terials for  them,  and  will  forward  them  as  soon  as  the  blanks  arrive. 
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Your  telegram  of  the  2(1  instaut,  instructing  me  to  keep  secret  the 
facts  in  your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  was  duly  received,  hut  the  letter 
referred  to  has  not  yet  reached  me. 

From  all  the  indications  I am  led  to  believe  the  enemy  is  retreating 
in  a southwest  direction  from  Prestonburg  toward  the  Cumberland 
Gaps.  How  tar  in  that  direction  shall  I be  permitted  to  follow  him'? 
Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  GARFIELD, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade, 

Capt.  J.  B.  Fry, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Brigade, 

Presicnhurg,  Ky.^  January  11,  1862. 

I left  Paintsville  on  Thursday  noon  with  1,100  men,  and  drove  in  the 
enemy^s  pickets  2 miles  beyonci  Prestonburg.  The  men  slej)!  on  their 
arms.  At  4 o’clock  yester(lay  morning  we  moved  toward  the  main  body 
of  the  enemy  at  the  Forks  of  Middle  Greek,  under  command  of  Mar- 
shall. Skirmishing  with  his  outposts  began  at  8 o’clock,  and  at  1 o’clock 
p.  m.  we  engaged  his  force  of  2,500  men  and  three  cannon  posted  on 
the  hill.  Fought  them  until  dark.  Having  been  re-enforced  by  700 
men  Irom  Paintsville,  drove  the  enemy  from  all  their  positions.  He  car- 
ried off  the  majority  of  his  dead  and  all  his  wounded.  This  morning  we 
found  27  of  his  dead  on  the  field.  His  killed  cannot  be  less  than  GO. 
VVe  have  taken  25  prisoners,  10  horses,  and  a quantity  of  stores.  The 
enemy  burned  most  of  his  stores  and  fied  iirecipitately. 

To-day  I have  crossed  the  river,  and  am  now  occupying  Prestonburg. 
Our  loss  2 killed  and  25  wounded. 

J.  A.  GARFIELD, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade, 

Capt.  J.  B.  Fry, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Paintsville,  January  8,  1862. 

(Via  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  14th.) 

I entered  this  place  yesterday  with  the  Forty-second  Ohio  and  Four- 
teenth Kentucky  and  300  Second  Virginia  Cavalry.  On  hearing  of  my 
approach  the  main  rebel  force  left  their  strongly-intrenched  camp  and 
tied.  I sent  my  cavalry  to  the  mouth  of  Jennie’s,  where  they  attacked 
and  drove  the  rebel  cavalry,  which  had  been  left  as  a vanguard,  5 miles, 
killing  3 and  wounding  a considerable  number.  Marshall’s  whole  army 
is  now  flying  in  utter  confusion.  He  has  abandoned  and  burned  a large 
amount  of  his  stores.  We  have  taken  15  prisoners.  Our  loss  was  2 
killed  and  1 wounded.  I start  in  pursuit  to-morrow  morning. 

J.  A.  GARFIELD, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade, 

Capt.  J.  B.  Fry, 

istant  Adjntan  t-  General, 
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Headquarters  Eighteenth  Brigade, 

Camp  Pamtsville,  January  14,  1862. 

Dear  Sir  : At  the  date  of  my  last  report  (Jan nary  8)  I was  prepar- 
ing to  pursue  the  enemy.  The  trails {)ortation  of  my  stores  from 
George’s  Creek  had  been  a work  of  so  great  difficulty  that  I had  not 
enough  provisions  hefe  to  give  my  whole  command  three  days’  rations 
before  starting.  One  small  boat  had  come  np  from  below,  but  I found 
it  had  only  enough  provisions  here  for  three  days’  rations  of  hard  bread 
for  1,500  men.  Having  issued  that  amount,  I sent  450  of  Colonel 
AVolford’s  and  Major  McLaughlin’s  cavalry,  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Letchei*,  to  advance  up  Jennie’s  Creek,  and  hauiss  the 
enemy’s  rear  if  still  retreating.  At  the  same  time  I took  1,100  of  the 
best  men  from  the  Fortieth  and  Forty- second  Ohio  and  the  Fourteenth 
and  Twenty-second  Kentucky  (three  companies  of  Colonel  Lindsey’s 
regiment,  the  Twenty- second  Kentucky,  had  arrived  the  evening  before), 
and  at  noon  started  up  the  Big  Sandy  towards  Prestonburg.  After 
advancing  10  miles  the  enemy’s  pickets  fired  on  our  advance  and  re- 
treated. 

At  8 o’clock  we  reached  the  mouth  of  Abbott’s  Creek,  1 mile  below 
Prestonburg.  I then  found  that  the  enemy  was  encamped  on  the  creek 
3 miles  above,  and  had  been  supplying  himself  with  meal  at  a steam- 
mill  in  the  vicinity.  I sent  back  an  order  to  Paintsville  to  move  forward 
all  our  available  force,  having  learned  that  another  boat  load  of  stores 
had  arrived.  I then  encamped  on  the  crest  of  a wooded  hill,  where  we 
slept  on  our  arms  in  the  rain  till  4 o’clock  in  the  morning,  when  I moved 
up  Abbott’s  Creek  1 mile  and  crossed  over  to  the  mouth  of  Middle 
Creek,  which  empties  into  the  Big  Sandy  opposite  Prestonburg.  Sup- 
])osiug  the  enemy  to  be  encamped  on  Abbott’s  Creek,  it  was  my  inten- 
tion to  advance  up  Middle  Creek  and  cut  off  his  retreat,  while  the  cav- 
alry should  attack  his  rear.  I advanced  slowly,  throwing  out  flankers 
and  feeling  my  way  cautiously  among  the  hills.  At  8 o’clock  in  the 
morning  we  reached  the  mouth  of  Middle  Creek,  where  my  advance 
began  a brisk  skirmishing  with  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  which  continued 
till  we  had  advanced  2J  miles  up  the  stream  to  within  1,000  yards  of  the 
forks  of  the  creek,  which  I had  learned  the  enemy  were  then  occupying. 

I drew  up  my  force  on  the  sloping  point  of  a semicircular  hill,  and  at 
12  o’clock  sent  forward  20  mounted  men  to  make  a dash  across  the  . 
plain.  This  drew  the  enemy’s  fire,  and  in  part  disclosed  his  position.  ; 
The  Fifty-fourtU  Virginia  Begiment  (Colonel  Trigg)  was  posted  behind  j 
the  farther  point  of  the  same  ridge  which  I occupied.  I immediately  ^ 
sent  forward  two  Kentucky^  comiianies  to  pass  along  this  crest  of  the  j 
ridge,  and  one  compan.y  Forty-second  Ohio,  under  command  of  Capt.  i, 
F.  A.  AVilliams,  together  with  one  under  Captain  Jones,  Fortieth  Ohio, 
to  cross  the  creek,  which  was  nearly  waist-deep,  and  occupy  a spur  of  | 
the  high  rockj^  ridge  in  front  and  to  the  left  of  my  position.  1 

In  a few  minutes  the  enemy  opened  a fire  from  one  6 and  one  12 
pounder.  A shell  from  the  battery  fell  in  the  midst  of  m.y  skirmishers  ^ 
on  the  right,  but  did  not  explode.  Soon  after  the  detachment  on  the  j, 
left  engaged  the  enemy,  who  was  concealed  in  large  force  behind  the 
ridge.  I sent  forward  a re-enforcement  of  two  companies  to  the  right,. ^ 
under  Major  Burke,  of  the  Fourteenth  Kentucky,  and  90  men,  under  | 
Major  Pardee,  of  the  Forty-second  Ohio,  to  support  Captain  Williams.  1 
The  enemy  withdrew  his  Fifty-fourth  Virginia  across  the  creek,  and  J 
sent  strong’  re-enforcements  to  the  hills  on  the  left.  About  2 o’clock  I J 
ordered  Colonel  Cranor,  with  150  men  from  the  Fortieth  and  Forty-  | 
second  Ohio  and  Twenty-second  Kentucky,  to  re-enforce  Major  Pardee.  1 
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Meantime  the  enemy  had  occupied  the  main  rid^e  to  a point  nearly 
opposite  the  right  of  my  i)osition,  and  opened  a heavy  fire  on  my 
reserve,  which  was  returned  with  good  effect.  In  order  more  effectu- 
ally to  prevent  his  attempt  to  outflank  me  J sent  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Monroe,  of  the  Twenty-second  Kentucky,  with  120  of  his  own  and  the 
Fourteenth  Eegiment,  to  cross  the  creek  a short  distance  below  the 
point  I occupied,  and  drive  back  the  enemy  from  his  position,  tl'his  he 
did  in  gallant  style,  killing  15  or  20.  Inch  by  inch  the  enemy,  with 
more  than  three  times  our  number,  were  driven  up  the  steep  rid^e 
nearest  the  creek  by  Colonel  Cranor  and  Major  Pardee.  ^ 

At  4 o^clock  the  re-enforcement  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sheldon,  of 
the  Forty-second  Ohio,  came  in  sight,  which  enabled  me  to  send  for- 
ward the  remainder  of  my  reserve,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brown,  to 
pass  around  to  the  right  and  endeavor  to  capture  the  enemy’s  guns 
which  he  had  been  using  against  us  for  three  hours,  but  without  effect! 
During  the  fight  he  had  fired  30  rounds  from  his  guns,  but  they  were 
badly  served,  as  only  one  of  his  shells  exploded,  and  none  of  his  shot 
not  even  his  canister,  took  effect.  At  4.30  he  ordered  a retreat.  My 
men  drove  him  down  the  slopes  of  the  hills,  and  at  5 o’clock  he  had 
been  driven  from  every  point.  Many  of  my  men  had  fired  30  rounds. 
It  was  growing  dark,  and  I deemed  it  unsafe  to  pursue  him,  lest  my 
men  on  the  different  hills  should  fire  on  each  other  in  the  darkness. 
The  firing  had  scarcely  ceased  when  a brilliant  light  streamed  up  from 
the  valley  to  which  the  enemy  had  retreated.  He  was  burning  his 
stores  and  fleeing  in  great  disorder.  Twenty-five  of  his  dead  were  left 
on  the  field,  and  GO  more  were  found  next  day  thrown  into  a gorge  in 
the  hills.  He  has  acknowledged  125  killed  and  a still  larger  niunber 
wounded.  A field  officer  and  2 captains  were  found  among  the  docid. 
Our  loss  was  I killed  and  20  wounded,  2 of  whom  have  since  died.  We 
took  25  prisoners,  among  whom  was  a rebel  captain.  Not  more  than 
900  of  my  force  were  actually  engaged,  and  the  enemy  had  not  less 
than  3,500  men. 

Special  mention  would  be  invidious  when  almost  every  officer  and 
man  did  his  duty.  A majority  of  them  fought  for  five  hours  without 
cessation.  The  cavalry,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Letcher,  did  not  reach 
me  until  the  next  morning,  when  I started  them  in  pursuit.  They  fol- 
lowed 0 miles  and  took  a few  prisoners,  but,  their  provisions  being 
exliausted,  they  returned.  A few  howitzers  would  have  added  greatly 
to  our  success.  • . 

On  the  1 1th  I crossed  the  river  and  occupied  Prestonburg.  The  place 
was  almost  deserted.  I took  several  horses,  18  boxes  quartermaster’s 
stoies,  and  25  flint-lock  muskets.  I found  the  whole  community  in  the 
vicinity  of  Prestonburg  had  been  stripped  of  everything  like  supiilies  for 
an  army.  I could  not  find  enough  forage  for  my  horses  for  over  one 
Clay,  and  so  sent  them  back  to  Paintsville.  I hacf  ordered  the  first  boat 
that  arrived  at  Paintsville  to  push  on  up  to  Prestonburg,  but  I found  it 
woiikl  be  impossible  to  bring  up  our  tents  and  supplies  until  more  pro- 
^lslons  could  be  brought  up  the  river.  I therefore  moved  down  to  this 
place  on  the  12th  and  13th,  bringing  my  sick  and  foot-sore  men  on  boats. 

am  hurrying  our  supplies  up  to  this  point.  The  marches  over  these 
exceedingly  bad  roads  and  the  night  exposures  have  been  borne  with 
gieat  cheerfulness  by  my  men,  but  they  are  greatly  in  need  of  rest  and 
good  care. 

I cannot  close  this  communication  without  making  honorable  mention 
ot  Lieut.  J.  D.  Stubbs,  quartermaster  of  the  Forty-second  Ohio,  and 
senior  quartermaster  of  the  brigade.  He  has  luished  forward  the  trans- 
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portation  of  our  stores  with  an  energy  and  determination  which  have 
enabled  him  to  overcome  very  many  and  great  obstacles,  and  his  ettbrts 
have  contributed  greatly  to  the  success  of  the  expedition  and  the  health 
and  comfort  of  my  command. 

In  a subsequent  report  I will  communicate  some  facts  relative  to  my 
command  and  also  in  regard  to  the  situation  of  the  country  through 
which  the  enemy  has  been  operating. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  GAEFIELD, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade, 

Capt.  J.  B.  Fry, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Brigade, 

Camp  Buellj  Paintsville,  Ky.j  January  17,  1862. 
Dear  Sir  : In  my  last  report  to  you  reasons  were  given  why  I did 
not  move  forward  to  Prestonburg  with  ray  whole  force. 

In  this  I desire  to  submit  some  further  facts  relative  to  the  con- 
dition of  my  command  and  the  situation  of  the  country  in  which  the 
enemy  has  been  operating.  The  Fortieth  and  Forty-second  Ohio  Eegi- 
raents  are  in  good  condition,  considering  the  hard  service  they  have 
rendered.  The  Fourteenth  Kentucky  is  composed  of  excellent  material, 
but  is  in  a wretched  state  of  discipline.  Very  few  of  its  members  have  j 
been  drilled  in  the  school  of  the  soldier,  much  less  that  of  the  company 
and  battalion.  It  can  be  considered  but  little  better  than  a well-disposed, 
Union-loving  mob,  which,  if  its  scattered  fragments  can  be  gathered  up, 
may  be  converted  into  a very  serviceable  regiment. 

The  Twenty-second  Kentucky  I have  not  jxt  had  the  pleasure  of  see- 
ing together.  Three  companies  (200  men)  joined  me  just  in  time  to  aid 
in  the  light  at  Middle  Creek.  The  remnant,  about  the  same  number, 

I have  left  at  Louisa  to  guard  our  stores.  I shall  hope  to  get  them  here 
soon.  From  what  I have  seen  I am  encouraged  to  hope  they  are  in  a 
tolerably  good  state  of  discipline.  i 

The  six  companies  (300)  of  the  First  Kentucky  Cavalry,  under  Lieu-  | 
tenant-Colonel  Letcher,  have  been  very  hard-worked,  and  have  a sick  , 
list  of  207  men,  as  reported  to  me  by  their  surgeon.  A large  number 
referred  to  refused  to  come  into  the  mountains,  and  many  that  started 
deserted  by  the  road. 

Colonel  Letcher  is  an  admirable  gentleman,  but  a more  demoralized,  • 
discouraged  body  of  men  I have  never  seen.  Major  McLaughlin’s  squad- 
ron  of  cavalry  are  in  a better  state  of  discipline,  and  a few  weeks  of  drill  P 
will  make  them  quite  serviceable.  I shall  do  what  I can  to  better  the  : 
condition  of  the  brigade  as  opportunity  offers.  I venture  to  suggest' 
that  the  removal  of  Colonel  Letcher’s  detachment  of  cavalry  and  the« 
supplying  of  its  place  by  another  in  better  condition  would  be  very  serv-^ 
iceable  both  to  Colonel  Wolford’s  command  and  to  this  brigade.  I 

From  the  best  information  I can  obtain  the  upper  part  of  the  Sandy^^^ 
Valley  is  almost  deserted.  The  expedition  of  General  Kelson,  followed  ■ 
by  Marshall’s,  has  swept  away  almost  everything  on  which  an  army  J 
could  subsist.  Indeed,  the  late  re-enforcements  which  joined  Marshall’s  il 
army  came  from  the  Gap  by  way  of  the  Kentucky  Eiver,  because  theyJ 
could  find  neither  food  nor  forage  between  Piketon  and  Prestonburg.  ■ 
On  the  day  following  the  fight  I sent  my  cavalry  back  to  this  place,  ® 
because  I could  not  find  forage  for  even  a single  day.  i|A 
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The  enemy  retreated  after  the  battle  to  the  Forks  of  Beaver  Creek,  20 
miles  southwest  of  Prestonbur",  and  seems  to  be  making  Ins  way  towards 
the  valley  of  the  Kentucky  Eiver.  Our  prisoners  say  he  intends  to 
winter  at  Whitesburg  or  join  the  rebel  forces  towards  the  Cumberland 
Gap.  The  uncertainty  of  tr<insportation  by  the  river  and  the  impossi- 
bility of  finding  subsistence  for  my  force  at  Preston  burg  or  Piketon 
seem  to  me  to  indicate  this  as  the  most  eligible  place  for  winter  quarters. 

For  the  last  five  days  no  boats  have  been  able  to  come  up  the  river 
in  consequence  of  the  exceeding  high  waters,  while  they  have  been  kept 
from  coming  up  a m.uch  longer  time  since  I arrived  in  the  valley  in  con- 
sequence of  low  water. 

1 respectfully  solicit  instructions  in  regard  to  my  future  movements. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  GARFIELD, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Fry, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[ Inclosure.  1 

Headquarters  Eighteenth  Brigade, 

Paints ville,  Ky.^  January  IG,  18G2. 

Citizens  of  the  Sandy  Valley : 

I have  come  among  you  to  restore  the  honor  of  the  Union,  and  to 
bring  back  the  old  banner  which  you  all  once  loved,  but  which  by  the 
machinations  of  evil  men  and  by  mutual  misunderstandings  has  been 
dishonored  among  you.  To  those  who  are  in  arms  against  the  Federal 
Government  1 offer  only  the  alternative  of  battle  or  unconditional  sur- 
render. But  to  those  who  have  taken  no  part  in  this  war,  who  are  in  no 
way  aiding  or  abetting  the  enemies  of  the  Union — even  to  those  who 
hold  sentiments  averse  to  the  Union,  but  yet  give  no  aid  and  comfort  to 
its  enemies — I offer  the  full  protection  of  the  Government,  both  in  their 
persons  and  property. 

Let  those  who  have  been  seduced  away  from  the  love  of  their  country 
to  follow  after  and  aid  the  destroyers  of  our  peace  lay  down  their  arms 
return  to  their  homes,  bear  true  allegiance  to  the  Federal  Government, 
and  they  shall  also  enjoy  like  protection.  The  Army  of  the  Union  wages 
no  war  of  plunder,  but  comes  to  bring  back  the  prosperity  of  peace.  Let 
all  peace-loving  citizens  who  have  fled  from  their  homes  return  and 
resume  again  the  pursuits  of  peace  and  industry.  If  citizens  have  suf- 
fered from  any  outrages  by  the  soldiers  under  my  command  I invite 
them  to  make  known  their  complaints  to  me,  and  their  wrongs  shall  be 
redressed  and  the  offenders  punished.  I expect  the  friends  of  the  Union 
in  this  valley  to  banish  from  among  them  all  private  feuds,  and  let  a 
liberal-minded  love  of  country  direct  their  conduct  towards  those  who 
have  been  so  sadly  estranged  and  misguided.  Hoping  that  these  days 
of  turbulence  may  soon  be  end(‘d  and  the  better  (lays  of  the  Republic 
soon  return,  I am,  very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  GARFIELD, 
Colonel^  Comma7iding  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Brigade, 
Camp  Buell.)  Pahitsville,  Ky.^  January  80,  18G2. 
Sir  : On  the  24th  instant  I sent  out  two  detachments,  one  of  150 
infantry,  which  has  jmst  returned  from  the  headwaters  of  Little  Sandy, 
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where  it  dispersed  two  companies  of  rebels,  who  were  eni^aged  in  plun- 
dering; the  other  (110  cavalrj^  proceeded  to  the  head  of  John’s  Creek 
and  thence  to  Piketon.  Both  expeditions  have  terminated  successfully. 
Ten  prisoners  were  taken  and  a number  of  horses.  There  is  now  no 
enemy  nearer  than  Whitesburg,  where  Marshall  is  encamped  with  the 
remnant  of  his  brigade.  His  two  Virginia  regiments  went  home  soon 
after  the  battle,  and  over  40  deserters  have  voluntarily  given  themselves 
up  to  me.  I shall  immediately  move  forward. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  GAEFIELD, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Fry, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Camp  Buell,  Famtsville,  January  30,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  Since  the  date  of  my  last  report  (January  17)  we  have  had 
the  heaviest  and  longest-continued  rains  that  have  been  known  in  this 
valley  for  many  years.  The  roads,  which  were  very  bad  before,  have 
been  ruined,  and  it  will  require  a great  amount  of  labor  to  render  them 
again  passable  for  wagons. 

For  nearly  ten  days  the  river  was  so  high  that  boats  could  not  run 
up,  in  consequence  of  the  overhanging  trees  almost  meeting  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  stream.  It  is  now  at  a good  stage,  and  we  are  getting  our  sup- 
plies in  abundance. 

I have  obtained  reliable  information  of  the  late  operations  of  the 
enemy.  Immediately  after  the  battle  of  Middle  Creek  he  retreated  20 
miles,  to  Beaver  Creek,  at  which  place  his  brigade  organization  seemeil 
almost  to  have  dissolved.  A re-enforcement  of  one  infantry  regiment 
and  a battery  of  artillery  from  Virginia,  which  was  within  two  days’ 
marcli,  hearing  of  Marshall’s  flight,  turned  back  and  retired  through  the 
Pound  Gap.  The  two  Virginia  regiments,  under  Colonels  Trigg  and 
Moore,  left  him  at  Beaver  Creek,  and  went  back  to  Virginia  by  tlie  same 
route.  I had  prepared  an  expedition  to  move  up  the  river  by  boats  and 
get  above  his  camp  on  Beaver,  when  I learned  the  remnant  of  his  bri- 
gade had  gone  to  Whitesburg,  though  his  Kentucky  regiments  were 
decimated  by  desertions.  One  squad  of  42  threw  down  their  guns  and 
deserted  in  a body.  I am  every  day  discharging  on  parole  numbers  of 
deserters,  who  voluntarily  give  themselves  up. 

A few  days  since  I sent  a detachment  of  110  mounted  men  to  Pike- 
ton,  who  dispersed  a marauding  band  and  captured  several  leading 
and  active  rebels,  whom  I have  sent  to  Newport  Barracks.  In  the  pur- 
suit Judge  Cecil,  of  Piketon,  was  killed,  and  a Dr.  Emmet  severely 
wounded. 

About  one  week  since  I learned  that  a predatory  band  of  150  men 
had  gone  out  from  Marshall’s  brigade  a short  time  before  his  flight,  and 
were  encamped  among  the  clifls  of  Little  Sandy,  where  they  were  rais-  i 
ing  recruits  and  committing  depredations  upon  the  property  of  citizens.  ; 
I sent  a party  of  150  men,  who  dispersed  them,  taking  a number  of  pris-  i 
oners  and  horses.  I believe  there  now  is  no  enemy  in  Eastern  Ken- 
tucky nearer  to  me  than  Whitesburg.  J 

In  my  last  report  I asked  for  instructions  in  regard  to  my  futurel 
movements.  I have  not  yet  received  them.  I have,  however,  ventured! 
to  order  one  regiment  to  move  forward  to  Piketon,  to  watch  the  enemyj 
and  protect  the  border  until  I receive  further  instructions.  fl 
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Hoping  that  I may  be  permitted  to  pass  tlie  gates  of  tbe  mountains 
and  strike  at  the  great  rebel  railroad,  I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

J.  A.  GAEFIELD, 
Colonel.,  Commanding  Brigade, 

Capt.  J.  B.  Fry, 

Assistant  A djuta^it-  General, 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Brigade, 

George’s  Creek,  December  28,  1861. 

Col.  Jonathan  Cranor, 

Commanding  Fortieth  Ohio  Volunteers: 

Dear  Sir  : We  now  have  reached  a point  from  which  we  can  begin 
to  act  in  concert.  I have  advanced  to  within  18  miles  of  the  enemy, 
who  has  just  retired  to  a point  2 or  3 miles  back  of  Paintsville,  wliere 
he  seems  to  be  fortifying.  He  has  two  full  regiments,  under  Humphrey 
Marshall,  a brigadier-general  in  the  rebel  army,  and  an  irregular  Ibrce 
of  local  rebels,  which  makes  their  force  about  2,500  men.  They  have 
four  small  guns,  probably  G-pounders,  and  a considerable  part  of  their 
force  is  cavalry.  They  seemed  to  be  somewhat  surprised,  and  about 
300  came  in  from  West  Liberty  a day  or  two  since  in  some  confusion, 
which  leads  me  to  suspect  that  they  have  heard  from  your  scouts.  ]My 
information  is  of  such  a character  as  to  induce  me  to  believe  it  is  re- 
liable. 

The  plan  of  our  joint  operations  will  be  understood  from  the  accom- 
panying map.*  My  messenger  will  reach  you  on  Sunday  morning.  You 
will  at  once  take  up  your  line  of  march  toward  Prestonburg,  by  the  way 
of  Hazel  Green  and  Burning  Spring.  Send  a sufficiently  strong  force 
by  Avay  of  West  Liberty  and  Licking  Station  to  iirotect  your  flank,  and 
hold  itself  in  readiness  either  to  join  you  from  the  latter  iflace  or  to  pro- 
ceed directly  to  Paintsville,  according  to  the  necessities  of  the  case. 
You  will  advance  with  the  greatest  dispatch  to  Prestonburg,  and  if  the 
enemy  continues  to  hold  his  present  position,  9 miles  north  of  Preston- 
burg, as  indicated  on  the  inclosed  map,  you  will  advance  toward  him 
along  the  road  from  Prestonburg,  to  attack  him  in  the  rear  or  cut  off 
his  retreat,  while  my  force  attacks  him  irom  the  Paintsville  road.  I 
shall  hope  you  will  be  able  to  reach  Prestonburg  by  Wednesday  or 
Thursday.  I shall  leave  this  point  on  Monday;  shall  advance  by  easy 
marches;  shall  endeavor  to  keep  his  attention  directed  this  way,  and 
shall  hope  to  offer  him  battle  on  Thursday  or  Friday.  Our  hope  of  suc- 
cess depends  upon  the  celerity,  promxitness,  and  unity  of  our  move-, 
ments.  Hot  having  heard  from  you,  I am  left  in  some  doubt  of  your 
being  able  to  carry  out  the  part  of  the  programme  assigned  to  > ou. 
There  may  also  be  enemies  on  your  route  that  I do  not  know  of.  Make 
a full  report  of  your  situation  to  me  by  the  express  rider  who  delivers 
this,  and  he  will  return  your  answer  to  me  in  time  to  make  any  change 
in  the  plan  which  may  be  necessary.  The  opportunity  is  now  before  us, 
and  I shall  ex^iect  every  efibrt  will  be  made  to  imi)rove  it.  The  messen- 
ger will  report  to  you  verbally  our  strength  and  condition. 

Very  resiiectfully,  yours,  J.  A.  GAEFIELD, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade, 

P.  S.  We  shall  be  able  to  communicate  with  each  other  at  several 
points  on  your  route. 
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Headquarters  Eiuhteenth  Brigade, 

Tom^s  Creeli^  January  3,  1862. 

Col.  Jonathan  Cranor, 

Commanding  Fortieth  Ohio  Volunteers  : 

Dear  Sir:  My  messenger,  who  was  sent  to  you,  did  not  reach  me 
till  Wednesday  evening.  Fearing  he  had  been  captured,  I halted  at 
the  end  of  one  day’s  marcli,  and  dispatched  another,  who  met  the  first 
one  18  miles  on  the  way,  and  returned  with  him.  I then  moved  on  to 
this  place,  and  have  this  evening  succeeded  in  getting  my  trains  here, 
over  almost  impassable  roads.  From  what  I have  learned  of  the  coun- 
try through  which  you  are  to  pass  I am  quite  sure  you  cannot  have 
made  more  than  half  or  two-thirds  the  distance  to  Prestonburg.  I 
send  a messenger  to  apprise  you  of  the  present  posture  of  the  enemy 
and  of  my  force. 

The  main  body  of  his  force  is  encamjied  on  Hagar’s  farm,  about  3 
miles  from  Paintsville,  on  the  road  leading  to  Prestonburg.  He  has  a 
force  of  from  300  to  400  cavalry  encamped  at  the  mouth  of  Jennie’s 
Greek,  2 miles  above  Paintsville,  on  Paint  Creek. 

It  is  rumored  that  he  has  re-enforcements  coming  in  from  Virginia 
by  way  of  Piketon.  This  is  only  a rumor,  to  which  I do  not  give  much 
credit,  but  which  you  will  need  to  inquire  into. 

The  tardiness  with  which  my  Kentucky  forces  are  coming  up,  together 
with  the  ascertained  character  of  the  roads  over  which  you  are  to  pass, 
leads  me  to  delay  the  time  of  our  attack.  You  will  advance  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  but  with  great  caution  as  you  approach  the  vicinity  of  the 
enemy.  I shall  probably  be  at  the  mouth  of  Jennie’s  Creek  on  Monday 
night. 

We  must  immediately  open  and  maintain  a line  of  safe  communica- 
tion between  our  two  columns.  Let  me  hear  from  you  very  often. 

Very  truly,  yours. 

J.  A.  GAEFIFLD, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade, 


Headquarters'  Eighteenth  Brigade, 

Camp  Pardee^  January  5,  1862. 

Capt.  P.  Bunker, 

Commandmg  Post,  Louisa,^  Ky. : 

Dear  Sir:  Your  report  of  yesterday,  containing  an  intercepted  let- 
ter of  Dr.  Shelton,  is  just  received.*  I am  very  much  gratified  with 
the  intelligence  that  you  have  killed  or  disabled  Smith  and  captured 
some  of  his  associates.  Send  away  all  such  men  as  fast  as  possible. 
You  are  doing  good  service  in  your  present  position,  as  the  enemy  is 
evidently  anxious  to  outflank  me  and,  if  possible,  cut  oft  my  supplies. 
Make  frequent  reports  of  your  operations  and  give  me  any  information 
you  may  obtain  which  will  forward  the  success  of  our  expedition.  I 
sent  you  full  orders  a few  days  since,  which  I hope  have  reached  you 
before  this. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  GAEFIFLD, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
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Headquarters  Eighteenth  Ertgade, 

Camp  Fardee,  January  5,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox,  ' ' 

Commanding  Division  of  Kanawha  : 

Dear  Sir  : I am  now  within  5 miles  of  Paintsville.  The  main  force 
of  the  enemy  is  entrenched  on  two  hills,  3 miles  back  of  the  town,  on  the 
road  to  Prestonbnrg.  Five  hundred  of  his  cavalry  are  encamped  at  the 
mouth  of  Jennie’s  Creek,  2 miles  west  of  Paintsville.  We  are  skirmishing 
with  his  scouts  daily.  He  has  lately  been  re-enlorced  by  400  of  Jenkins’ 
cavalry  and  a few  hundred  men  who  were  driven  in  from  West  Liberty 
by  the  Fortieth  Ohio,  which  is  advancing  toward  Prestonbnrg.  My 
Kentucky  forces  are  very  slow  in  coming  up,  and  I have  but  1,300  men 
here,  though  I expect  500  of  the  Twenty-second  Kentucky  to  reach  me 
in  a few  days.  I am  also  exceedingly  glad  to  hear  that  Colonel  Bolles, 
of  your  department,  is  coming ^with  500  cavalry  to  join  me.  For  this  I 
am  under  great  obligations  to  you. 

By  examining  the  position  of  our  own  and  the  enemy’s  forces,  I believe 
if  the  force  which  you  have  sent  to  Logan  County  could  be  sent  wes^ 
ward,  and  act  in  concert  with  our  forces  here,  the  enemy’s  retreat  could 
be  completely  cut  off,  and  his  whole  army,  which  now  amounts  to  from 
4,000  to  5,000,  could  be  captured.  I have  learned  that  there  is  a feasi- 
ble route  from  Logan  County  to  the  Big  Sandy  down  the  valley  of  John’s 
Creek,  or,  in  case  the  enemy  should  retreat,  your  column  could  head 
him  off  on  his  route  from  Prestonburg  to  Piketon. 

If  it  is  consistent  with  the  interests  of  your  command,  I hope  vou  will 
allow  that  column  to  act  iu  concert  with  me. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  GAEFIELD, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade, 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Brigade, 

Camp  Pardee,  January  5,  1862. 

Capt.  Jacob  Heaton, 

Acting  Assistant  Commissary  Subsistence : 


Dear  Sir:  My  messenger  has  just  returned,  bringing  your  dis- 
patches.* I am  exceedingly  grateful  for  the  very  prompt  and  energetic 
manner  in  which  you  have  pushed  our  interests  in  regard  to  re-enforce- 
ments. It  took  nearly  two  days  for  us  to  get  our  own  train  over  the 
mountains  to  this  place,  3 miles  from  our  former  camp.  Here  I have 
waited  two  days  to  hear  from  our  re-enforcements.  We  are  now  within 
5 miles  of  Paintsville  and  6^  miles  from  the  mouth  of  Jennie’s  Creek, 
where  the  rebel  cavalry  are  encamped.  We  have  had  two  slight  skir- 
mishes with  their  pickets  within  the  last  twenty-four  hours.  They  have 
been  re-enforced  within  the  last  few  da^^s,  and  I have  some  reason  to 
believe  that  Jenkins  has  joined  them  with  400  of  his  men. 

I am  exceedingly  anxious  to  reach  the  river,  where  we  can  get  stores 
by  boat,  and  also  I desire  to  occupy  the  mouth  of  Jennie’s  Creek.  I 
expect  to  move  to-morrow,  and  if  Colonel  Bolles’  cavalry  reaches  me  I 
shall  be  able  to  accomplish  both  these  purposes  soon. 

From  a messenger  just  arrived  I learn  that  part  of  Colonel  Lindsey’s 
force  has  reached  Louisa,  and  part  of  the  rest  will  be  there  this  evening. 
Kow  the  river  has  so  raised  that  I think  his  regiment  can  be  taken  up 
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the  river  to  the  mouth  of  Muddy  Branch,  a little  below  the  mouth  of 
Paiut  Creek;  at  any  rate,  they  can  be  taken  to  the  mouth  of  George’s 
Creek.  I hope  you  have  succeeded  in  getting  Colonel  Lightburii’s  regi-  , 
ment  to  come  up  and  co-operate  with  us.  The  enemy  is  rallying  for  a ' 
desperate  effort,  and  the  expedition  is  growing  up  to  proi)ortions  that  ! 

I did  not  at  first  expect,  but  if  our  friends  come  up  to  the  work  our  ‘ 
prospect  is  very  good.  I have  sent  by  the  messenger  who  bears  this  a j 
dispatch  to  General  Cox,  asking  him  to  move  his  expedition  to  Logan 
Court-House,  westward,  and  help  cut  off  the  enemy’s  retreat.  Please  i 
send  forward  the  dispatch.* 

* * * * * * * , 


Very  truly,  yours, 


J.  A.  GAEFIELD, 
Colonely  Commanding  Brigade^ 


4 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Brigade, 

Canijg  Pardee^  January  5,  1802. 

Maj.  J.  J.  Hoffman,  i 

Commanding  Squadron  Second  Yirginia  Cavalry: 

Dear  Sir:  Your  messenger  has  just  arrived  (11  o’clock  p.  m.)  with* 
your  letter,  inclosing  a letter  from  Colonel  Bolles.t  I can  answer  your, 
inquiries  in  no  better  way  than  to  state  my  own  and  the  enemy’s  posi-1 
tions,  which  you  will  understand  from  the  inclosed  maps.t  T 

The  main  body  of  the  rebel  force  is  occupying  a fortified  hill  3 mdesi! 
back  of  Paintsville,  on  the  road  leading  to  Prestonburg.  At  the  mouthlj 
of  Jennie’s  Creek,  4 or  5 miles  from  the  main  camp,  there  are  from  4001 
to  500  rebel  cavalry  encamped.  They  are  actively  engaged  in  arresting^* 
Union  men  and  i)lundering  Union  property.  Our  scouts  have  had  two 
or  three  skirmishes  with  them  within  the  last  two  days.  I have  only  i 
two  companies  (175)  of  cavalry,  and  they  have  not  yet  obtained  tbeir  li 
full  outfit,  and  have  had  but  little  drill.  I cannot  rely  upon  them  for  '1 

much  more  than  scout  duty.  i 

I am  exceedingly  glad  to  hear  that  Colonel  Bolles’  command  is  on  the 
wav  to  assist  me*^  and  it  is  my  purpose  to  move  on  toward  Paintsville, 
vm  the  mouth  of  Muddy  Branch,  to-morrow,  and  send  Colonel  Bolles,  in  , 
cojinection  with  my  squadron  of  cavalry,  to  attack  the  rebel  cavalry, 
and  cut  them  off*  or  drive  them  back  as  soon  as  his  force  arrives.  I was  i 
greatly  in  hopes  that  he  would  reach  here  to-morrow,  and  advance  upon  i 
the  enemy  at  the  same  time  that  my  column  moves  down  another  route  ! 
to  occupy  Paintsville.  I hope  you  will  find  it  consistent  with  your  i 
orders  from  superior  officers  in  your  department  to  join  me  at  (mce,  and  , 
I hope  Colonel  Bolles  will  come  on  as  soon  as  possible.  I am  informed  1 1 
that  he  can  pass  around  by  the  headwaters  of  the  Blaine  and  reach  this^* 
point  as  soon  as  he  could  by  the  way  of  Louisa.  He  can  take  that  route 

with  safety.  ^ , ,,  , 

By  the  united  efforts  of  all  our  forces  I have  strong  hopes  that  we  may  ' 

cai)ture  the  whole  army  under  General  Marshall. 

Hoping  to  see  you  soon,  I am,  dear  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  A.  GABbTELD,  i 

Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade.  1 


Some  matter  of  detail  omitted. 


^Not  fomid. 
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Headquarters  Eighteenth  Brigade, 

Mouth  of  Muddy  Branch,  January  0,  18G2. 

Major  McLaughlin, 

Commanding  Squadron  Cavalry: 

Dear  Sir:  Information  has  just  been  received  that  the  enemy  has 
broken  np  his  camp  and  retreated  precipitately.  It  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  we  know  the  truth  of  this  rei)ort,  and,  if  true,  that  we 
know  the  direction  he  has  taken.  You  will  tlierefore  send  forthwith  a 
l)art  of  your  command,  under  a discreet  officer,  who  shall  proceed  to 
Jennie’s  Creek  and  learn  whether  the  enemy  is  stilJ  there,  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  has  been  re-enforced.  If  he  has  left,  try  to  discovt-r  the  route 
he  has  taken.  I leave  the  number  subject  to  your  discretion,  but  would 
suggest  40  or  50.  I shall  expect  a report  from  you  at  an  early  hour  in 
the  morning.  A messenger  from  George’s  Creek  tells  me  that  Colonel 
Bolles  will  not  reach  you  till  to-morrow  noon. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  GYEFIELD, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade, 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Brigade, 

Camp  Buell,  January  24,  1862. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  E.  Brown, 

Fourteenth  Eegimeiit  Kentuclcy  Volunteers  : 

Sir:  You  are  ordered  to  take  command  of  a detachment  of  130  men, 
with  a complement  of  company  officers,  and  start  to-morrow  morning,  at 
as  early  an  hour  as  practicable,  to  the  cliffs  of  Little  Sandy.  The  object 
of  your  expedition  is  to  capture  or  disperse  a body  of  the  enemy  who 
are  occupying  that  vicinity  and  are  committing  depredations  upon  the 
property  of  citizens.  If  in  your  judgment  the  success  of  your  enter- 
prise demands  it,  you  are  authorized  to  detach  a commissioned  officer 
and  a squad  of  men  to  guard  such  passes  as  the  enemy  would  be  likely 
to  escape  through. 

You  are  hereby  empowered  to  arrest  and  bring  to  these  headquarters 
all  persons  who  are  aiding  or  abetting  the  rebellion,  and  who  in  your 
judgment  are  dangerous  to  the  Union  cause.  I have  ordered  the  quar- 
termaster of  the  Fourteenth  Kentucky  to  send  with  you  a commissar^'' 
sergeant,  who  will  provide  by  purchase  such  provisions  as  the  Ibrces 
under  your  command  are  entitled  to  by  law,  but  are  unable  to  take  with 
them.  Your  command  will  take  three  days’  cooked  rations  in  their 
haversacks,  and  will  carry  nothing  in  their  knapsacks  but  their  blankets. 
Each  man  must  have  30  rounds  of  ammunition. 

I shall  expect  you  to  return  at  the  end  of  live  days.  If  the  success 
of  your  exiiedition  requires  it,  you  are  authorized  to  extend  the  time  to 
six  days,  but  no  longer,  without  orders  from  me. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  GAKFIELD, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


40 


OPEKATIONS  IN  KY.,  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  S.  W.  VA.  [Cilvp.  XVlL 


NTo.  3. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Humphrey  Marshall^  C.  S.  Army.,  commanding  bri- 
gade., with  instructions  from  \Var  Department. 

Camp  at  Paintsville,  Johnson  County,  Ky., 

December  22,  1861. 

General  : I liad  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  favor  of  the  lOtli 
instant*  on  last  evening.  In  reply  permit  me  to  express  my  gratifica- 
tion that  the  misapprehension  by  my  friend  Major-General  Crittenden 
of  the  extent  of  his  jurisdiction  and  your  i^rompt  rectification  of  what 
seemed  to  circumscribe  vastly  my  sphere  of  proi)Osed  usefulness  have  left 
me  nothing  to  complain  of  in  regard  to  the  matter  and  nothing  to  regret, 
except  the  hope  it  seems  to  have  inspired  Colonel  Stuart’s  regiment 
with,  that  the  field  of  its  operations  would  be  one  more  agreeable  than 
the  mountains. 

I have  been  compelled  to  arrest  Colonel  Moore,  of  the  regiment  from 
Virginia,  to  be  called  the  Twenty-eighth  when  organized,  and  I have 
directed  him  to  remain  at  Abingdon  (his  home)  until  you  order  a court 
to  try  his  case.  I shall  hereafter  forward  the  charges  and  specifications, 
if  I shall  consider  it  absolutely  essential  to  press  the  matter  to  a hear- 
ing. For  the  present  J merely  remark  that  I have  been  trying  to  move 
his  command  forward  to  Prestonburg  since  the  0th  day  of  November. 
I telegraphed  to  him  from  Wytheville  at  that  time,  directing  him  to 
move.  1 saw  him  there  on  the  9th  of  November,  and  explained  to  him 
the  apprehensions  I entertained  fi  r Colonel  Williams’  safet3’;  urged  him 
to  move  his  regiment.  I then  gave  him  written  orders  to  move  imme- 
diately on  receiving  arms  Jind  ammunition.  I left  Wytheville  in  person 
and  went  forward  to  the  Eich lands,  in  Tazewell  (62  miles),  crossed  over 
to  a point  onlj’  20  miles  back  of  Abingdon,  and  thence  to  this  place. 
From  Pound  Gai^  I urged  Colonel  Moore  to  come  forward  with  his  com- 
mand. I wmote  to  him,  demanding  some  explanation  of  his  conduct. 
He  rendered  it  and  set  a day  to  start,  but  he  did  not  start  at  the  time 
appointed;  and  when  he  did  start,  he  only  moved  3 or  4 or  5 miles  per 
day,  and  finall^r  halted  between  Abingdon  and  Clinch  Eiver,  on  the 
ground  that  he  had  promised  his  men  not  to  move  them  across  Clinch 
Eiver  until  their  wages  were  ])aid.  Officers  of  this  command  came  and 
went  b3"  Ids  column;  some  of  them  made  speeches  to  Colonel  Moore’s 
men.  I bore  all  this  in  silence,  but  disapproving^.  The  command  was 
finally’  brought  forward  to  the  other  side  of  Cumberland  Mountain  last 
Saturday  (eight  days  ago),  and  there  it  baited  again,  and  the  colonel  sent 
me  a message  that  he  was  doing  all  he  could  to  get  forward,  but  his  men 
would  not  come,  and  he  had  to  go  back  after  some  he  had  permitted  to  go 
home  to  ]>}  epare  wood  for  the  winter  for  their  families,  &c.,  and  expected 
to  be  detained  for  some  seven  or  eight  days,  but  would  do  his  best;  and 
I heard  that  the  command  was  in  a terrible  condition,  so  far  as  disci- 
jfiine  is  concerned;  and  this  last  news  and  message  seemed  to  leave  me 
no  alternative  but  to  try  to  bring  the  command  forward  under  the  charge 
of  the  lieutenant-colonel  or  the  major.  Therefore  I ordered  Colonel 
Moore  in  arrest,  and  directed  him  to  relurn  to  his  home  until  you  could 
order  an  investigation  of  his  case.  My  sole  object  is  to  get  his  men  into 
the  field ; I don’t  believe  he  ever  will.  I can’t  say  that  he  does  not  desire 
to  do  so,  but  it  is  plain  that  if  he  keeps  his  own  illegal  promises  to  his 
soldiers  at  the  expense  of  peremptory  orders  from  his  superior  officer, 

*See  ‘‘Correspondence,  etc.— Confederate,’’  post. 
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and  at  tlie  risk  of  others  whose  safety  might  be  dependent  on  liis  move- 
ments, he  is  a very  unsafe  depositary  of  military  trust;  and  if  he  wants 
to  do  right,  yet  can’t  command  his  men  to  march  after  more  than  thirty 
days  of  experiment,  he  should  yield  place  to  somebody  who  can. 

I make  this  explanation  to  you  because  I am  aware  1 ought  to  send 
forward  charge  and  specification  now,  but  1 have  no  desire  to  i^usJi 
Colonel  Moore  into  any  place  from  which  he  cannot  recover,  and  I w’^ant 
to  leave  myself  a little  room  to  observe  whether  the  arrest  alone  will 
not  answer  without  a trial. 

I am  here,  33  miles  above  Louisa  and  about  60  miles  from  the  Ohio  Elver. 
Below  me  are  several  large  towns:  Louisa,  900  population;  Catletts- 
burg,  1,000,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sandy..  Four  miles  below  Catlettsburg 
is  Ashland,  1,200  population;  20  miles  below  is  Greennpsburg;  at  7 
miles  below,  on  the  Ohio  side,  is  Ironton,  with  4,500  population,  and  this 
is  the  terminus  of  a railroad  running  to  the  interior  of  Ohio.  At  25 
miles  from  Catlettsburg  and  directly  back  of  Ashland  is  Grayson,  the 
county  site  of  Carter  County,  Kentucky,  with  a few  hundred  poimlation. 
The  whole  range  is  supported  mainly  by  working  coal  and  iron,  and  the 
capital  employed  is  mainly  belonging  to  Ohio  men.  The  poi)ii]ation  is 
generally  against  the  South.  1 have  taken  position  here,  and  have 
arrested  one  man  within  10  miles  of  Louisa,  the  only  arrest  I have  sanc- 
tioned. I sent  him  to  the  post  at  Pound  .Gai:),  to  be  detained  there  until 
further  orders.  He  ought  to  have  been  shot;  he  is  a native  of  Tennes- 
see, and  I found  him  with  an  Enfield  rifle  in  hand,  a Lincoln  uniform  on 
his  back,  orders  in  his  pockets,  and  the  proof  was  positive  that  he  was 
in  company  when  two  Southern-rights  men  were  killed  by  Lincoln  bands, 
and  when  a store  Avas  robbed,  and  that  he  was  here  with  Kelson’s  com- 
mand, vaporing  through  these  streets,  conducting  himself  towards  old, 
respectable,  and  defenseless  females  in  the  most  brutal  and  insolent 
manner;  in  one  instance  making  an  old  lady  named  Preston  (the  wife  of 
a very  respectable  old  man  whom  the3^  bailed  at  $25,000)  cook  for  a 
mess  of  Irish  and  Dutch  soldiers  for  a whole  week  in  her  own  house.  I 
felt  like  having  him  shot,  but  thought  imprisonment  was  i)robabl3^  the 
best  course  to  take  with  him. 

The  President  has  released,  unfortunately^  at  least  three  t^ery  bad 
men,  whom  Colonel  Williams  sent  to  Eichmond  before  my  arrival  on 
this  frontier.  I haA  C a battalion  of  those  special-service  men  in  Pound 
Gap,  and  I will  send  my  prisoners  there  until  they  hav'-e  been  re])orted 
at  Eitrhmond.  My  policy  is  conciliatoiy  to  the  people,  and  I think  is 
haAdng  a good  efiect,  but  Avhen  I arrest  a man  against  whom  the  proof 
is  plain  and  whose  guilt  is  startling,  I shall  secure  him  so  certainly  that 
nothing  but  superior  authority  to  mine  can  relieA^e  him.  I have  Avith 
me  here  Trigg’s  and  part  of  Williams’  regiment,  and  Jeftress’  battery  of 
four  pieces,  and  30  mounted  men;  in  all  about  1,100  men.  The  mounted 
battalion,  about  400  men,  is  at  Licking  Station,  16  miles  fi  om  this  i)lace, 
covering  the  roads  which  lead  in  from  ihe  direction  from  Lexington  and 
Paris.  My  scouts  report  about  1,200  men  at  Catlettsburg  and  400  of 
Eosecrans’  cavalry  at  Louisa.  They  huve  made  no  demonstration  in 
this  direction  as  yet.  Zeigler’s  regiment  is  at  Ceredo,  3 miles  above 
Catlettsburg. 

Knowing  that  Colonel  Stuart  has  not  left  Abingdon,  and  that  iMoore 
has  not  crossed  the  Cumberland,  lam  somewhat  embarrassed  about 
putting  anything  into  motion  which  is  not  strictly  defensiA^A.  However, 
I sent  forward  a detachment  of  mounted  men  as  lar  as  West  Liberty’,  in 
Morgan  County,  and  covered  the  march  of  about  50  unarmed  recruits  to 
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my  camp,  collectiug  at  the  same  time  a drove  of  about  130  hogs,  and 
making  contracts  for  about  30,000  weight  of  bacon  for  my  command. 

The  Union  men  stampeded  in  every  direction,  for  it  was  reported  that 
I had  an  army  pouring  from  the  hills  and  numbering  at  least  10,000. 
Some  of  my  men  were  thrown  out  in  advance  of  West  Liberty,  and 
actually  went  down  to  Mount  Sterling,  within  20  aailes  of  Paris.  The 
Union  men  were  absconding  even  from  Mount  Sterling.  I formed  a 
military  plan  thereupon,  which  I should  have  about  1,500  cavalry  to 
execute,  and  it  is  to  sweep  down  on  the  railroad  from  Lexington  to  Cin- 
cinnati and  destroy  it.  1 could  have  done  it  before  this  time  if  I had 
1.000  cavalry.  I can  do  it  before  a month  passes  if  I have  the  number 
mentioned,  and  my  opinion  is  that  your  column  would  find  your  adver- 
sary in  retreat  directly  or  so  detaching  force  to  assail  me  that  you  could 
march  directly  on  Louisville.  I think  I sball  be  able,  as  it  is,  to  employ 
some  0,000  or  8,000  of  them,  and  can  occasionally  whip  them  wLen  cir- 
cumstances favor  me. 

Very  resj^ectfully,  &c., 

H.  MARSHALL, 
Brigadier- General j i&c. 

General  A.  Sidney  Johnston. 


Camp  Three  Miles  from  Paintsville,  Ky., 

December  30,  1861. 

General  : I wrote  you  a few  days  ago  when  I supposed  I should  be 
engaged  with  tbe  enemy  during  the  day.  Word  was  sent  to  my  head- 
quarters, just  before  day  on  Christmas  morning,  that  the  enemy  was  fir- 
ing on  Colonel  Williams’  pickets,  but  this  proved  a false  alarm.  I have 
seen  no  enemy  as  yet,  though  1 hear  daily  reports  of  the  manner  in 
which  he  is  surrounding  me.  I suppose  it  is  true  that  there  is  to  be  an 
effort  to  circumvent  and  to  destroy  this  column,  but  I take  great  pleas- 
ure in  declaring  to  you  that  I am  cheered  by  the  hoj^e  that  it  will  grow 
so  strong  with  the  people  as  to  foil  our  enemies.  Since  my  last,  Colo- 
nel Moore  has  actually  arrived  at  my  camp  with  a battalion  of  about  450 
men.  He  passed  the  courier  who  conveyed  my  order  of  arrest,  and  as 
he  had  come  I determined  not  to  press  it  upon  him;  better  to  make  out 
fair  with  what  I have  than  to  commence  with  a court-martial. 

I take  pleasure  in  informing  the  Department  that  the  business  of  re- 
cruiting is  now  going  on  elegantly.  I have  received  lor  the  last  three 
days  new  recruits  from  the  interior  of  Kentucky  at  the  rate  of  « 0 xier 
day,  and  my  information  is  that  a great  number  will  join  me.  May  I beg 
the  De])artment  to  send  me  without  delay  arms  to  place  in  their  hands. 
It  is  now  for  the  Department  to  settle  the  question  of  raising  an  army 
in  Kentucky  by  its  answer  to  this  request.  1 have  informed  you  that 
the  people  have  been  disarmed  by  the  Unionists,  and  therefore  they  can- 
not bring  arms  out  here.  I have  adojited  this  plan  : 1 arm  about  20  and  . 
send  in  after  tbe  recruits,  and  this  armed  party  gatbers  the  l)oys  and 
])laces  arms  in  their  hands,  and  then  the  whole  march  to  me.  None  have 
l)een  attacked  as  yet.  I have  placed  all  who  have  yet  come  in  Colonel  J 
Williams’  regiment,  so  as  to  fill  it.  That  regiment  now  has  full  1,0(.0 
men  in  the  field.  I have  commenced  tbe  formation  of  the  second  regi- 
ment of  infantry,  and  I tbink  from  present  appearances  that  I sball  have 
a second  i egiment  formed  in  a short  time,  and  as  the  matter  progresses 
and  the  volume  increases  it  will  accelerate  in  movement,  unless  it  shalU 
api)ear  that  there  are  no  arms  and  ammunition  to  distribute.  I am  awar^' 
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of  the  existing  law.  I have  so  far  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  men  the 
arms  I received  from  Governor  Letcher.  I transferred  the  Belgian 
rifles  to  the  men  who  were  tbe  best  drilled,  and  have  old  flint-lock  mus- 
kets to  place  in  other  hands,  but  these  will  soon  be  exhausted.  You 
ought  to  have  other  arms  furnished,  and  let  me  issue  them  to  the  men 
who  will  enlist  for  the  year.  No  man  comes  tor  an  enlistment  lor  a 
longer  period,  but  I believe  nearly  all  will  serve  again  after  this  term  is 
out  should  the  war  continue. 

I send  you  inclosed  a slip  from  one  of  my  friends  at  Paris.*  It  is  not 
signed,  lest  it  might  expose  him  if  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
but  it  is  from  a gentleman  named  Kichard  Lindsay,  of  Bourbon,  and  wlio 
is  well  posted.  It  will  give  you  an  idea  of  the  feeling  of  the  people 
who  are  under  the  rod  of  the  oppressors,  but  who  are  powerless  because 
disarmed.  I must  have  arms,  and  it  is  useless  to  go  in  until  I have 
them.  My  men  here  are  anxious  to  march  for  the  interior  as  we  are,  but 
I know  that  would  be  madness.  I must  have  a mounted  force  raised  in 
some  waj^;  must  then  dash  forward  with  it,  break  up  the  railroad  from 
Cincinnati  to  Lexington,  deploy  it  as  foragers  through  the  country,  and 
then  follow  with  my  infantry  and  artillery,  and  organize  my  force  as  I 
go.  This  is  my  plan  in  brief.  When  I do  go,  I must  have  arms  to  give 
to  those  who  flock  to  my  standard,  otherwise  they  can  but  encumber 
me.  My  idea  has  always  been  to  have  an  army  effective  when  I reached 
my  own  section,  and  there  its  operations  could  be  combined  with  the 
operations  of  other  corps,  under  the  general  control  of  General  A.  S. 
Johnston,  and  to  be  directed  by  him,  I hope,  upon  Cincinnati  and  the 
enemy^s  country.  . 

I learn  from  a well-informed  person  that  three  regiments  from  Ohio 
were  seen  to  pass  Maysville  a few  days  ago  en  voyage  for  the  mouth  of 
the  Sandy,  and  that  it  was  said  three  others  were  coming  down  from 
Wheeling  or  Pittsburgh.  I shall  not  be  surpi  ised  to  be  pressed  upon  by 
columns  of  from  0,000  to  10,000  men  in  the  aggiegate. 

I estimate  my  own  force  this  morning  as  equal  to  3,000.  Say,  Williams, 
1,000 ; Trigg,  550 ; Moore,  450 ; mounted  battalion,  400  5 battery  of  lour 
pieces,  equal  GOO  men — total,  3,000. 

1 regret  that  Colonel  Stuart  has  not  moved  from  Abingdon  >'et.  I 
learn  that  both  officers  and  soldiers  of  that  regiment  are  very  averse  to 
this  service,  and  I suggest  that  in  such  mood  they  will  be  of  very  little 
service.  1 have  no  inclination  to  command  men  who  pick  soft  i)laces, 
and  I would  i)refer  regiments  that  are  willing  to  sacrifice  comfort  to  the 
cause  they  serve.  It  is  not  with  me  the  best  sign  to  know  that  a regi- 
ment loiters  on  the  way-side  when  its  absence  endangers  the  safety  and 
efficiency  of  a whole  command.  I would  be  willing,  so  far  as  I am  con- 
cerned, to  exchange  Colonel  Stuart’s  regiment  for  any  other  the  Depart- 
ment may  think  proper  to  send  me,  but  I hope  some  one  will  be  sent 
without  delay.  Eeally,  I think  that  if  affaiis  in  East  Tennessee  will 
admit  of  it,  this  column  would  be  rendered  very  potent  by  the  deploy- 
ment of  the  lorce  now  there  upon  this  line  as  a base.  To  strengthen 
me  disturbs  Cincinnati  awfully  ; they  call  on  General  Buell  at  once  for 
help,  and  draw  away  from  Nashville  and  Bowling  Green.  It  is  the  aj)- 
plication  of  a counter-irritant  to  their  tender  spot  instead  of  to  ours.  It 
has  the  advantage  of  enabling  me  10  move  forward  where  they  are  ex- 
posed, and  they  will  be  compelled  to  let  me  bring  the  i)opulation  to  our 
side  and  arm  it  in  their  rear,  or  detach  enough  from  their  main  body  to 
maneuver  with  me. 


Not  found. 
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M y present  purpose  is  to  remain  here  until  I hear  from  you  in  response 
to  these  views.  If  I retreat,  I shall  retreat  directly  upon  the  interior  of 
Kentucky,  so  as  to  draw  the  enemy  away  from  his  facilities  of  water 
transportation  and  to  fall  myself  into  the  midst  of  friendly  populations. 
I regard  West  Liberty,  in  Morgan  County,  as  the  great  center  of  Eastern 
Kentucky,  and  shall  make  it  my  main  depot  hereafter  when  I do  move. 
It  is  75  miles  from  Maysville,  76  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Sandy,  65 
miles  from  Irvine,  and  78  miles  from  Pound  Gap,  and  70  miles  from 
Paris.  If  you  will  put  the  center  at  West  Liberty  and  describe  the  cir- 
cle, you  will  see  it  passes  nearly  through  all  the  points  mentioned.  The 
distances  I give  are  by  the  roads. 

I hear  that  changes  of  popular  opinion  very  favorable  to  us  are  going 
on  between  this  and  the  mouth  of  the  Sandy.  Indeed,  prominent  men 
have  made  overtures  to  me  indirectly,  which  I shall  try  and  improve 
into  a well  cemented  friendship.  Nor  am  I without  some  hope  that  the 
Kentucky  regiments  below  me  in  the  enemy’s  lines  will  become  dis- 
affected to  iheir  cause;  but  these  matters,  general,  have  not  taken  such 
shape  as  yet  as  to  authorize  me  to  speak  of  them  more  definitely  now. 

I have  directed  civic  administration  to  be  instituted  in  the  counties 
along  this  fi  ontier  upon  the  basis  of  allegiance  to  the  Confederate  States. 
This  must  force  an  issue  at  once  or  will  transfer  the  people,  for  it  is  im- 
j)ossiblethat  when  magistrates,  constables,  sheriff's,  clerks,  recorders,  and 
judges  are  sworn  in  under  the  provisional  government  and  revenues  are 
collected  by  our  officers  another  system  can  occupy  the  same  space  at 
the  same  time. 

1 sent  to  Pound  Gap  as  a prisoner  one  Dr.  Chilton,  and  have  him 
there  in  custody.  He  ought  to  have  been  shot,  for  he  is  one  of  the  very 
worst  men  in  this  country  and  has  been  a scourge  to  our  friends.  I 
propose  to  send  my  prisoners  to  Pound  Gap,  where  the  battalion  sta- 
tioned there  can  easily  guard  them,  and  the  winds  of  the  Cumberland 
Heights  can  ventilate  them  properly.  I have  a log  house  erected  there 
for  their  especial  accommodation.  Mr.  Chilton  is  the  only  tenant  as  yet. 
Mr.  Diltz  would  have  been  better  there,  I fear,  than  at  large.  One  Mr. 
Pilsou  (a  deputy  United  States  marshal)  ventured  to  Paintsville  j^ester- 
day,  and  I had  him  arrested  last  night,  but  have  not  seen  him  yet.  He 
is  rei)resented  as  bold  and  sagacious,  and  is  probably  here  as  a spy  from 
the  interior.  I shall  look  to  his  case  after  daybreak.  I am  gratified  to 
inform  you  that  my  topograiihy  of  this  country  promises  to  be  so  minute 
as  to  be  very  valuable  to  the  Department,  as  it  has  been  already  to  me. 

The  line  of  couriers  established  by  me  works  very  well,  arriving  reg- 
ularly Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  from  Abingdon  and  departing  next 
day.  It  runs  along  my  line  of  transportation,  and  serves  to  warn  me  of 
any  interruption  between  this  and  my  point  of  supply.  In  an  emergency, 
by  telegraphing  to  Abingdon,  you  can  exiiress  to  me  from  Eichmond  in 
thirty  hours. 

I shall  have  to  determine  for  myself  the  question  of  subsistence 
referred  to  you  from  Jeffersonville,  Va.,  in  November,  unless  I shall  be 
favored  with  a speedy  reply. 

I am,  your  obedient  servant, 


H.  MAESHxALL, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector -General. 
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Camp  Hagar, 

Three  Miles  from  Paintsville^  Johnson  Co.,  Ky.,  Jan.  3,  18G2. 

General  : I am  yet  in  camx)  at  the  same  point  from  wliicli  my  last 
was  dated,  but  in  much  closer  proximity  to  the  enemy.  I suppose  that 
I shall  certainly  be  engaged  to-day  or  to-morrow,  for  if  he  does  not,  I 
will.  The  force  in  front  of  me  numbers  some  4,000  as  nearly  as  I can 
ascertain  it,  and  I have  had  their  encampments  ins])ected.  They  have 
Garfield’s  Ohio  regiment,  from  Mansfield,  Ohio,  which  is  1,000  strong ; 
it  })assed  Oatlettsburg  1,020  strong  ; a regiment  from  Parkersburg,  Va., 
Laban  T.  Moore’s  Kentucky  regiment,  and  Lindsey’s  Kentucky  regi- 
ment, as  nearly  as  I can  learn  the  commanders,  McLaughlin’s  Ohio 
cavalry,  200  strong,  and  what  artillery  I cannot  learn.  They  have  in- 
trenched at  Peach  Orchard,  17  miles  below  this  place,  but  Garfield  and 
Moore  and  their  cavalry  have  advanced  to  Sycamore  Creek,  which  is  7 
miles  from  Paintsville.  Their  reserve  was  expected  to  come  up  last 
night  and  I suppose  they  will  advance  to-day  on  Paintsville.  If  they  do 
not,  I will  make  a close  reconnaissance  in  force  of  them  to-morrow  my- 
S(df.  I would  await  them  in  position  (for  I,  too,  have  intrenched),  but 
there  is  a heavy  force  advanced  from  Mount  Sterling,  which  approaches 
me  on  the  other  side,  consisting  of  Cranor’s  Ohio  regiment,  750  strong 
(as  it  passed  Paris),  and  another  regiment,  supposed  to  be  Mundy’s 
Kentucky  regiment,  with  500  cavalry  and  a battery ; say,  in  all,  2,500 
men.  I must  retreat  or  fight  them  before  they  combine,  and  I prefer 
the  latter. 

Since  my  last.  Colonel  Moore  has  arrived  with  about  330  men.  He 
did  not  receive  my  order  of  arrest,  and  as  he  had  actually  come  up  I 
determined  to  try  him  again,  and  so  pretermitted  the  arrest  altogether. 
Colonel  Stuart’s  [regiment]  is  still  at  Abingdon — himself  sick  at  Eich- 
mond — the  regiment  having  only  about  200  fit  for  duty,  and  these  trifling 
with  the  question  of  transportation.  I have  sent  the  most  i)Ositive  orders 
for  them  to  march  with  such  transportation  as  they  can  get,  but  to 
march  at  once,  and  they  have  received  the  like  order  direct  from  the 
Department  of  War,  to  march  what  they  have,  if  it  is  but  ten.” 

I have  no  forms  upon  which  to  make  up  the  monthly  brigade  report 
and  have  just  called  on  my  adjutant-general  for  it.  I hope  to  forward 
it  by  the  next  courier,  and  shall  then  be  able,  I hope,  to  report  my  con- 
dition after  a fight,  as  I now  do,  in  abstract,  before  it : 


Trigg’s  regiment,  Fifty-foiirtli  Virginia 609 

Moore’s  regiment,  Twenty -ninth  Virginia 3;J0 

Williams’  regiment,  Sixth  Kentucky  (nine  companies) 756 

Simms’ mounted  battalion 375 

Worsham’s  company  (Williams’  regiment) 50 

Jeffress’  battery  (lour  pieces) 60 


Total 2,240 


But  these  are  not  all  fit  for  duty;  measles  and  mumps  have  ])layed 
sad  work  among  the  men.  The  field  report  of  yesterday  shows  non- 
commissioned officers  and  men  present  and  fit  for  duty : 


Trigg’s  regiment 578 

Williams’  regiment 594 

Mounted  battalion 360 

Jeffress’  battery 58 

Moore’s  regiment 327 


1,917 

Add  Worsham’s  company  (at  Petersburg) 50 


Total 1, 967 
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Thus  you  see  the  force  I commaud,  which  I su])posed  when  I came 
here  would  be  5,000  to  commence  on.  This  return  is  accurate  as  exhib- 
iting the  actual  strength,  but  many  of  Colonel  Williams’  men  are  un 
drilled ; some  of  the  companies  have  not  been  in  camp  more  than  a week. 
I flatter  myself  the  enemy  is  as  green  as  my  force.  They  have  blocked 
up  the  roads  and  stopped  my  chance  of  recruits  again.  If  I can  I will 
open  them,  and  if  1 retreat  I shall  retreat  upon  l^aris  and  rouse  the 
country  as  I go  or  fall  in  the  efitbrt,  for  I know  that  if  I am  driven  over 
the  mountains  again  our  cause  in  Kentucky  is  lost. 

Since  my  last,  our  pictkets  and  those  of  the  enemy  have  come  into 
contact.  We  took  5 horses  and  a sergeant  and  3 men;  they  belong  to 
McLaughlin’s  squadron.  They  were  well  mounted  and  finely  ai  med  — 
sabers  and  navy  revolvers  in  sword  belt,  and  Sharp’s  breech  loading 
carbine,  rifled.  I put  the  arras  and  horses  m ray  mounted  battalion,  as 
some  of  the  men  were  dismounted,  and  I wished  to  stimulate  them  to 
catch  more  of  the  adverse  party.  They  caught  the  horse  of  the  guide, 
but  not  the  guide.  The  picket  consisted  ot  about  30,  and  my  party  was 
about  25,  under  Captain  Thomas.  He  cut  ofl*  the  vedettes  of  the  picket 
and  returned  to  camp  for  force  to  take  the  whole  party,  but  when  he 
returned  they  had  gone,  leaving  one  or  two  dragoon  hats  behind  and 
the  horse  of  their  guide,  indicating  on  their  part  a speedy  movement. 
I have  the  prisoners,  and  will  send  them  on  to  Pound  Gap  by  the  first 
oi)])ortunity. 

The  people  hereabouts  are  perfectly  terrified  or  apparently  apathetic. 
I imagine  most  of  them  are  Unionists,  but  so  ignorant  they  do  not  under- 
stand the  question  at  issue.  1 suggest  through  you  to  Governor  John- 
son to  send  me  blank  commissions  for  magistrates,  sherifik,  and  consta- 
bles, clerks,  and  county  judges,  so  that  civic  order  may  be  reinstituted; 
also  to  send  a commission  of  circuit  judge  to  Harvey  Burns,  that  courts 
may  be  holden  at  ])roper  times.  The  people  should  learn  that  they  belong 
to  the  Southern  Confederacy,  and  the  State  provisional  government  by 
its  operations  should  be  seen  and  not  merely  heard  of. 

I am,  truly,  &c., 

H.  MARSHALL, 
Brigadier- General^  C.  S.  Army. 

General  A.  Sidney  Johnston,  C.  S.  A. 


Camp  at  Martin’s  Mill,  on  Beaver  Creek, 

Floyd  County.,  Kentuclcy,  January  14,  1862. 

General  : When  I reported  last  the  enemy  was  gathering  in  consid- 
erable lorce  to  my  front  and  upon  my  left  flank,  near  Paintsville,  in 
Johnson  County.  The  force  in  my  front  advanced  to  the  mouth  of 
Sycamore  Creek,  5 miles  from  my  ])osition  at  Paintsville,  and  remained 
in  camp  there  several  days.  This  force  was  about  4,000  strong.  It  was 
stated  in  the  Cincinnati  Enquirer  or  December  28  to  consist  of  five  full 
regiments  of*  infantry,  200  cavalry,  and  two  batteries  of  field  artillery, 
the  whole  under  Colonel  Garfield,  of  Ohio,  acting  as  chief  of  brigade. 

It  was  my  purpose  to  wait  the  attack  of  this  force  at  Hagar’s  farm, 
near  Paintsville,  but  I intercepted  a letter  from  Colonel  Garfield,  ad- 
dressed to  Colonel  Cranor,  commanding  the  Fortieth  Ohio  Volunteers, 
by  which  I learn  that  the  latter,  with  a cavalry  force  of  400  to  500,  was 
advancing  from  West  Liberty  upon  Preston  burg.  My  scouts  having 
reported  their  count  of  this  force  at  1,300  at  Salyersville,  16  miles  upon 
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my  left,  I presumed  that  the  object  of  the  enemy  was  to  mass  large 
forces  in  my  rear  while  he  attacked  with  superior  force  in  my  front. 

My  determination  was  at  once  formed  to  mask  my  front  with  my 
cavalry  battalion,  so  as  to  prevent  communication  between  the  country 
people  and  the  enemy,  and  by  a lateral  movement  to  the  Prestonburg 
road,  leading  to  Salyersville,  to  intercept  and  fight  Colonel  Cranor 
before  his  arrival  at  the  post  he  was  expected  to  occupy.  I found  the 
roads  nearly  impassable.  With  great  labor  my  battery  was  moved  G 
miles,  but  some  of  my  wagons  could  not  move  4 miles.  It  was  the 
second  day  before  I passed  from  the  State  road  leading  from  Salyers- 
ville to  Prestonburg. 

On  January  9 I had  sent  a detachment  to  the  mill.  1 mile  below  Pres- 
tonburg, near  to  which  I was  compelled  to  draw  (to  make  bread  for  my 
men),  and  the  enemy  drove  them  away  during  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  lOth  I learned  from  my  pickets  that  the  enemy 
was  passing  in  force  from  Abbott’s  Creek  to  Middle  Creek,  and  were 
apparently  pursuing  me,  the  Fortieth  Ohio  having  effected  a junction 
with  the  rest  by  Classing  down  Paint  Creek.  I was  on  my  way  to  this 
place,  because  it  is  the  nearest  point  to  my  camp  of  January  8 at  which 
I could  get  meal  to  make  bread.  I permitted  my  transportation  train 
to  move  along  the  road  1 was  traveling,  and  I halted  and  formed  my 
command  for  battle. 

The  enemy  came  in  sight  about  10  a.  m.  and  we  engaged  about  12  m. 
He  was  very  slow  in  making  his  advance  and  general  dispositions.  I 
send  inclosed  a sketch  of  the  ground  upon  which  the  battle  took  place,* 
from  which  you  will  see  that  my  battery  was  at  first  i)laced  in  the  gorge 
of  the  mouth  of  the  Left  Fork  of  Middle  Creek.  Williams’  regiment, 
Moore’s  regiment,  and  part  of  the  mounted  battalion,  fighting  on  foot, 
occupied  the  spurs  and  heights  upon  my  right;  Trigg’s  regiment  occu- 
pied the  height  covering  the  battery;  Witcher’s  and  Holliday’s  com- 
l)anies  in  reserve  in  rear  of  the  battery;  Thomas’  and  Clay’s  companies, 
dismounted  and  armed  with  Belgian  rifies,  thiown  forward  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  Middle  Creek  to  the  heights  commanding  the  plain  of  main 
Middle  Creek,  and  resisted  any  advance  of  skirmishers  from  the  oppo- 
site heights. 

The  enemy,  having  come  through  a defile  to  the  left  of  main  Middle 
Creek,  first  deployed  a large  force  on  the  heights  to  his  right,  then  ad- 
vanced a regiment  to  the  middle  of  the  plain,  covered  by  cavalry,  and 
rested  his  left  and  his  reserves  at  the  base  of  the  hills,  whicli  were 
manned  bj^  my  right.  Our  lines  thus  rested  at  an  acute  angle  to  each 
other.  He  first  advanced  his  cavalry  and  center,  but  three  discharges 
of  artillery  put  the  cavalry  to  flight,  and  if  they  did  anything  more 
during  the  day  it  was  done  on  foot.  We  plainly  heard  the  command  to 
“Force  the  cavalry  forward,”  but  the  cavalry  did  not  make  its  api)ear- 
ance  again.  The  enemy  charged  up  the  points  above  the  mouth  of 
Spurlock’s  Branch  three  times,  but  were  repulsed  with  great  loss. 

In  the  evening  I shifted  our  smooth-bore  G-pounder,  so  as  to  bring  it 
to  the  summit  of  the  dip  in  the  hill  occupied  by  Trigg’s  regiment,  and 
obtained  a lair  flank  fire  at  the  enemy,  while  occupying  a piney  point 
in  front  of  Moore’s  regiment.  This  soon  attracted  a hot  fire  upon  the 
gun,  but  no  further  damage  than  the  shooting  of  one  of  the  artillery 
horses  through  the  head. 

After  an  action  which  lasted  about  four  hours  the  enemy  withdrew  his 
force,  it  then  being  night,  and  retired  down  Middle  Creek,  on  the  route 
to  Prestonburg,  whence,  the  next  day,  he  retraced  his  steps  to  Paintsville. 


See  p.  51. 
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I submit  berewitli  Colonel  Moore’s  report,  and  will  send  others  as 
soon  as  the  officers  make  them  out.  They  have  been  called  for,  but  are 
not  yet  prepared.  I send  Dr.  Duke’s  report  of  casualties.  I think  our 
loss  will  amount  to  11  killed  and  15  wounded  ; not  more.*  The  loss  of 
the  enemy  was  very  severe.  I understand  he  will  report  1 killed  and 
10  or  12  wounded  ; his  usual  practice.  We  suppose  his  loss  to  be  over 
250  killed  and  about  3n0  wounded.  These  are  the  estimates  of  the 
neighbors.  We  saw  his*  dead  borne  in  numbers  from  the  field,  and  the 
embarkation  of  his  wounded  was  attested  by  several,  who  place  these 
estimates  upon  the  number.  The  field  itself  bears  unerring  testimony 
to  his  severe  loss. 

I can  only  say  to  you,  general,  that  my  troops  acted  firmly  and  en- 
thusiasticallj"  during  the  whole  fight  j and,  though  the  enemy  numbered 
some  5,000  to  our  1,500,  they  were  certainly  well  whipped.  If  I had 
had  bread  for  my  men  (some  of  whom  had  had  nothing  to  eat  for  thirty 
hours)  I should  have  renewed  the  action  after  night ; but  an  enemy . 
greater  than  the  Lincolnites  (starvation)  summoned  me  to  reach  a point 
w here  we  might  obtain  food  for  man  and  horse. 

I [)ursued  next  day  my  march  to  this  place,  distant  from  the  scene  of 
action  some  16  miles,  which  I accomplished  in  three  days.  My  scouts 
informed  me  the  enemy  was  at  the  same  time  returning  to  the  points 
on  the  Sandy  whence  he  came  to  disperse  the  “ rebel  force”  I have  the 
honor  to  command. 

This  is  the  first  mill  where  I could  get  bread.  I halted  here  and 
jutched  my  camp,  perfectly  satisfied  that  unless  the  cnem}"  shall  be 
strongly  re-enforced  he  will  not  seek  to  renew  our  acquaintance. 

In  closing  this  account  of  my  condition  here  I must  let  you  know 
that  this  service  cannot  be  advantageous  to  the  Confederacy  as  it  is 
now  established.  My  force  should  be  much  greater  or  it  should  be 
withdrawn!  from  this  frontier  altogether.  Eeferring  to  the  map,  you 
will  perceive  that  the  Sandy  River  traverses  from  Piketon  to  its  mouth 
about  100  miles,  all  of  which  is  navigable  by  small  steamers  at  high 
stages  of  water,  and  is  navigable  to  Louisa  at  nearly  all  stages  of  water, 
and  nearly  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  Emptying  into  the  Ohio  directly 
in  front  of  the  rich  valley  of  the  Scioto,  and  with  a direct  connection 
with  the  Ohio  River  navigation,  the  line  of  the  Sandy  as  a military 
line  demands  a*  corps  (Varmee^  simply  because  you  must  have  a force 
sufficient  to  hold  the  point  of  its  confluence  with  the  Ohio,  or  your  ad- 
versary can  use  the  winter  transportation  for  his  troops  and  land  them 
in  a few  miles  of  your  position  fresh  and  ready  for  action.  So  he  can 
in  a night  re-enforce  them  until  he  has  a number  sufficient  to  assure  his 
success.  I have  found  this  objection  to  the  line,  and  it  has  therefore 
been  one  of  my  purposes  to  draw  awmy  from  the  Sandy  River  and  to 
(compel  him  to  use  transportation  by  land  and  to  march  his  troops  over 
the  same  kind  of  roads  I travel.  This  has  a tendency  to  bring  us  upon 
a platform  of  equality. 

But,  sir,  this  country  will  not  furnish  subsistence  for  even  the  troops 
I now  have ; therefore  we  must  advance  or  we  must  retire.  The  snow’ 
is  now  upon  the  ground  and  the  roads  nearly  impassable.  Indeed, 
the  roads  are  made  through  very  narrow  valleys — the  water-courses — 
and  frequently  these  water-courses  are  so  swollen  as  not  to  be  fordable, 
yet  they  cannot  be  avoided  wdthout  traversing  high  and  steep  mount- 
ains, now  covered  with  ice  and  inaccessible  for  horses. 

My  troops  now  subsist  by  going  to  the  fields,  shucking  the  corn, 

* The  nominal  list  shows  9 killed  and  14  wounded. 
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shelling  it,  taking  it  to  the  mill,  grinding  the  meal,  and  then  taking  it 
to  camp.  This  has  been  the  only  way  they  could  be  fed.  The  people 
of  the  country  will  do  nothing.  They  will  not  assist  to  gather  the  corn 
nor  to  shell  it,  nor  will  they  let  ns  have  the  use  of  their  horses,  or  any- 
thing that  is  theirs — nothing,  either  for  love  or  inoiiey.  They  will  not 
enter  the  army  on  either  side,  and  seem  to  be  actually  terror-stricken. 

I have  tried  to  shame  them  into  a sense  of  what  was  due  to  themselves  > 
and  their  families,  but  it  is  of  no  use. 

The  one  regiment  now  commanded  by  Colonel  Williams  has  been 
raised  in  the  mountain  country,  but  the  limit  seems  to  have  been 
reached,  and  the  fact  is  those  who  have  not  yet  taken  part,  who  are 
poor,  will  not  leave  their  families  to  starve  in  order  to  tight  anybody's 
battles  on  any  side. 

I am  told  by  the  commissaries  that  this  country  will  be  exhausted  of 
all  supplies  in  two  or  three  weeks  at  furthest.  What  am  I then  to  do  ? 

If  I had  a force  sufficient  to  x)robe  the  country  and  press  to  the  foot 
of  the  hills  in  spite  of  opposition,  the  problem  would  be  at  once  solved. 

I think  that  if  such  force  cannot  be  supplied  it  would  be  better  to  retire 
this  force  from  the  line  of  the  Sandy,  and  either  i)lace  the  command  in 
winter  quarters  in  some  part  of  the  Confederacy  where  they  cnn  be  sup- 
plied with  sufficient  food  or  transfer  it  to  some  other  theater  of  the  war. 

I cannot  war  against  nature.  She  demands  food  for  men,  and  if  it  can 
only  be  had  by  subjecting  the  men  to  great  exi)osure  and  toil,  the  serv- 
ice cannot  be  profitable  to  the  Government.  There  would  be  some  com- 
l)ensation  for  the  wastage  of  our  own  Ibrce  if  ’ the  enemy  were  subjected 
to  the  same  exposure,  but  men  on  foot  cannot  walk  as  fast  as  steamers 
can  shift  their  position. 

I regret  to  say  that  these  facts  are  apparent  to  everybody  here,  and 
they  have  produced  a decided  effect  upon  the  Virginia  troops  in  this 
column,  as  you  will  see  by  a memorial  to  me  I inclose  for  your  consider- 
ation. I have  merely  replied  to  this  memorial  that  1 did  not  feel  author- 
ized by  my  orders  to  go  into  winter  quarters  in  Virginia,  nor  did  I deem 
it  politic  to  retire  from  this  section  of  Kentucky  so  long  as  there  is  a 
hope  of  obtaining  a force  sufficient  to  advance  into  the  country. 

I would  add  the  suggestion,  that  if  the  Fifty-fourth  Virginia,  which  is 
a capital  regiment,  is  to  be  indulged  in  the  wish  expressed  through  its 
officers,*  the  First  Kentucky,  commanded  by  Colonel  Taylor,  might  be 
sent  to  its  own  State,  to  supi)ly  the  jdace  of  that  which  retires. 

I was  inspired  with  hope  that  the  business  of  recruiting  would  go  on 
rapidly  from  the  manifestations  made  for  a few  days;  but  the  activity 
of  the  enemy  seems  to  have  established  a surveillance  over  the  interior 
more  strict  than  ever.  I have  recruiting  parties  out  in  the  adjoining 
counties,  but  I now  receive  no  new  levies  from  the  interior,  unless  I 
can  force  my  way  in,  they  will  not  be  able  or  willing  to  come  out.  I 
made  some  suggestions  on  this  head  to  the  President.  If  they  can  be 
indulged,  I am  of  the  opinion  most  important  consequences  will  How 
from  their  immediate  adoption,  and  I shall  be  enabled  by  that  means 
to  accomplish  great  good ; but  if  they  are  not  adopted,  then  I must 
observe  that  the  wastage  of  energy  and  life  in  this  column  will  not  be 
compensated  by  any  result  the  force  at  present  under  my  charge  can 
effect. 

I write  freely  because  I feel  sincerely.  I am  willing  to  expose  my 
own  life  to  any  hazard  or  to  undergo  any  hardship  for  the  cause.  jMy 
observations  you  must  regard  as  the  views  of  one  who  calculates  the 
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^i’eueral  good  wliicli  will  probably  flow  from  the  application  of  a given 
force.  I am  most  anxious  to  redeem  Kentucky  from  the  thraldom  which 
now  paralyzes  her  energy  and  seems  to  have  chilled  her  courage.  I 
tliiuk  her  own  sons  should  perform  the  task ; but,  as  she  is  now  one  of 
the  Confederate  States,  her  interests  become  matters  of  general  concern 
and  her  laches  must  be  supplied  by  vigilance  from  other  quarters. 

I desire  to  be  informed  of  the  views  of  the  Government  as  speedily 
as  possible,  for  I am  in  a country  where  I am  compelled  to  subsist  upon 
means  which  the  people  in  the  neighborhood  will  certainly  require  for 
their  own  support. 

I do  not  think  it  sound  policy  to  abandon  the  State  or  to  break  up 
this  column  if  you  can  possibly  re-enforce  it,  but  you  are  aware,  as  well 
as  I am,  that  1,500  men  cannot  penetrate  far  before  they  must  be  over- 
powered and  compelled  to  retreat.  I came  here  to  commence  witli  5,000 
men.  I have  never  had  1,800  present  and  fit  for  dtity.  My  men  are 
now  diseased  with  measles  and  mumps,  and  yet  have  no  hospital  accom- 
juodations ; exposed  to  suow  and  wet  weather,  yet  have  no  overcoats 
and  but  few  blankets.  They  do  not  murmur,  but  I know  they  feel  the 
sacrifices  they  make,  and  I feel  for  them. 

I hope  that  at  the  Department  of  War,  amid  engagements  that  press, 
my  wants  will  not  be  forgotten,  and  that  you,  general,  will  have  a deter- 
mination formed  at  once,  which  shall  result  either  in  giving  me  an  effect- 
ive force  for  winter  operations,  according  to  the  plan  submitted  by  me  to 
President  Davis,  or  that  you  will  settle  the  minds  of  my  Virginia  friends 
who  are  with  me,  by  letting  them  go  into  winter  quarters  and  giving  me 
Kentuckians  in  their  place,  or  let  them  know  it  cannot  be  done.  Please 
telegraph  me  to  Abingdon  on  receipt  of  this. 

Eespectfully, 


H.  MAESHALL, 
Brigadier- Geoieral. 
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Camp  on  Middle  Creek,  Ky.,  January  9,  186?. 

As  officers  of  your  brigade,  who  have  willingly  rendered  the  promptest 
obedience  to  your  orders,  in  no  manner  desiring  to  dictate  to  you  as  our 
superior  officer,  but  feeling,  with  you,  the  deepest  interest  in  the  suc- 
cess of  your  command,  we  nevertheless  feel  constrained  to  make 
known  to  you,  in  the  most  respectful  manner,  our  views  and  vdshes,  and 
solicit  your  earnest  attention  to  them.  We  started  from  Virginia  with 
but  part  of  our  men,  leaving  more  than  200  sick,  and  since  the  first  day’s 
inarch  we  have  left  all  along  the  way  our  sick  and  disabled  soldiers. 
The  men  now  doing  duty — and  doing  it  without  a murmur — have  been 
necessarily  subjected  to  hardships,  exposure,  and  the  deprivation  of 
regular  and  adequate  supplies  of  food,  which  are  every  day  exhausting 
their  energies  and  breaking  down  their  health.  Besides  the  ordinary 
Infiammatory  diseases  incident  to  a winter  campaign,  fully  one-half  our 
men  have  been  for  more  than  a week  sufiering  from  dysentery  and  diar- 
rhea. These  men  are  first-rate  soldiers,  whose  term  of  enlistment  does 
not  expire  until  next  fall,  and  whose  strength  and  energies  should  be  pre- 
served for  the  more  active  and  efficient  duties  of  the  coming  summer  and 
fall ; but  we  feel  much  more  interested  in  the  preservation  of  their  health 
as  our  neighbors  and  friends  who  have  at  our  solicitation  entered  into 
the  service,  and  whose  friends  and  families  look  to  us  for  their  safety  and 
preservation.  While  we  would  be  willing  to  make  any  sacrifice  to  ad- 
vance our  cause,  we  feel  satisfied  that  we  can  accomifiish  no  good  result 
this  winter.  The  people  among  whom  we  have  come  have  not  appre- 
ciated our  cause  to  the  extent  of  quitting  their  homes  to  unite  with  us, 
and  we  are  now  in  midwinter,  in  a country  i)oorly  provided  with  the. 
means  of  subsistence,  exposed  to  an  enemy  more  than  double  or  treble 
our  number,  with  roads  which,  if  not  now  entirely  impassable,  must 
shortly  become  blocked  up  with  snow  and  ice.  This  condition  of  things 
must  necessarily  increase  the  exposure  of  our  men  and  render  their  sup- 
plies of  food  more  uncertain,  and  thus  every  day  aggravate  the  causes 
which  are  now  wasting  their  energies  and  strength. 

We  do  therefore  most  earnestly  and  respectfully  solicit  you  to  order 
our  regiment  to  such  poiiit  that  we  can  go  into  winter  quarters  without 
the  apprehension  of  being  harassed  by  our  enemies ; where  sux>plies  can 
be  procured  and  conveyed  without  the  chance  of  failure,  and  the  health 
and  lives  of  our  men  can  be  i)reserved  and  protected. 

With  due  deference  to  your  judgment,  we  suggest  some  point  in  Vir- 
ginia or  Tennessee,  contiguous  to  a line  of  railroad,  where  we  can,  dur- 
ing the  winter,  be  subject  to  your  orders,  and  from  which  we  can  move 
out  in  the  spring  strong,  healthy,  and  able  to  do  efficient  service  in  the 
cause  we  all  have  so  much  at  heart. 

Most  respectfully  submitted. 

BUE WELL  AKERS, 

Captain  Company  I. 

GEORGE  H.  TERM  AN, 

Captain  Company  G. 

JzACKSOK  GODBEY, 

Captain  Compayiy  B, 

JXO.  J.  WADE, 

Captain  Company  E. 

JXO.  S.  DEYERLE, 

Captain  Company  K. 

Brig.  Gen.  Humphrey  Marshall, 

Commanding  First  Brigade^  Army  of  Eastern  Kentuclcy. 


W.  J.  JORDAK, 

Captain  Company  F. 
A.  DICKhRSON, 

Captain  Company  A. 
H.  SLUSHER, 

Captain  Company  D. 
JAS.  0.  TAYLOR, 
Captain  Company  C. 
S.  n.  GRIFFITH, 

Captain  Company  II. 
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Martin’s  Mill,  Floyd  County,  Ky., 

January  20,  18G2. 

General  : It  seems  the  enemy  and  I have  jiarted  company  for  the 
present,  he  having  fallen  hack  to  Paintsville  and  Louisa,  I having  come 
to  this  place  for  food,  which  is  to  he  obtained  in  very  limited  supx)ly. 

I have  commenced  and  will  execute  a movement  with  the  view  of  sub- 
sisting my  command  and  of  offering  another  front  and  line  to  the  enemy, 
on  which  we  shall  both  have  marching  to  do,  and  on  which  he  will  be 
compelled  to  draw  off  from  his  water  transportation.  It  is  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  line  of  the  Kentucky  Eiver  above  the  three  forks  of  that 
stream.  With  this  v'ew,  I have  sent  Colonel  Trigg, -with  the  Fifry- 
fourth  Virginia  and  Jefffess’  battery,  to  the  head  of  Eock  House  Creek, 
to  descend  that  stream  to  the  Kentucky  at  Brashearsville  5 Moore  and 
a part  of  Williams’  regiment  to  Carr’s  Fork  of  the  Kentucky,  to  descend 
that  fork ; Colonel  Williams,  with  the  other  battalion  of  his  regiment  and 
200  mounted  men,  up  J ones’  Fork  to  Beaver  Creek,  with  orders  to  de- 
scend Troublesome  Creek,  jiass  through  Breathitt  County,  and  to  ascend 
the  Kentucky  and  join  me  at  Hazard,  in  the  county  of  Perry,  where  I 
propose  to  concentrate  my  whole  force,  and  to  be  ready  to  receive  any 
re-enforcements  it  may  be  in  yonr  power  to  send  or  to  receive  such  in- 
structions as  the  Department  may  choose  to  give. 

The  force  under  my  coinmand  is  in  bad  condition.  The  Virginians, 
instructed,  I incline  to  think,  by  the  success  of  Colonel  Stuart  and 
others  in  getting  away  from  this  mountain  service,  are  hopeful  and 
really  impatient  to  go  into  winter  quarters  and  beyond  the  mountains. 
Their  argument  has  great  force  in  it.  He  who  undergoes  the  task  of 
gathering  the  corn  from  the  fields  and  preparing  it  himself  for  bread 
finds  little  time  for  military  maneuver,  and  I can  attest  that  the  wastage 
of  energy  and  health  is  enormous.  But  my  Kentucky  troops,  though 
suffering  under  measles,  mumps,  and  fever,  and  nearly  reduced  a half 
by  the  diseases  incident  to  their  severe  exposure  through  the  fall  and 
winter,  are  as  impatient,  whenever  a transfer  to  any  point  out  of  the 
State  is  mentioned.  Here  in  Kentucky  they  want  to  serve,  and  here 
they  want  to  keep  the  held.  From  this  quarter  they  want  to  be  led  for- 
ward ‘Ho  the  blue-grass”  before  they  are  anxious  for  any  repose  at  all. 

I suggested  in  my  letter  two  or  three  days  since  that  in  the  event  the 
Department  should  decide  to  withdraw  the  Fifty-fourth  Virginia  from 
the  mountain  service,  I thought  the  First  Kentucky  Infantry,  under 
Colonel  Taylor,  might  supply  its  place,  and  so  let  me  increase  the  Ken- 
tucky force  in  the  column.  I think  it  now  proper  to  add  that  iiersonally 
my  feelings  coincide  with  those  of  my  Kentucky  comrades  5 but  I have 
thought  it  a duty  to  lay  before  the  Department  the  wishes  and  views  of 
the  Virginia  troops  under  my  command,  as  also  the  difficulty  of  this 
service,  and  leave  the  Department  to  judge.  I hope  and  wish  and  ask 
that  I may  have  the  re-enforcements  to  carry  out  views  I have  heretofore 
submitted  to  the  President,  and  which,  I am  informed  by  Major  Hawes, 
you  have  been  put  in  possession  of.  I feel  a thorough  conviction  that 
it  will  exercise  more  influence  upon  grand  results  in  Kentucky  than  any 
other  movement  that  can  be  made  with  2,000  cavalry  anywhere,  and  that 
the  result  will  be  a general  rising  of  our  friends  in  the  State.  If  this  is 
not  the  result,  I shall  despair  of  rousing  them  at  all.  I hear  that  the 
enemy  expects  to  post  about  0,000  men  at  the  base  of  the  mountains, 
to  keep  me  out  and  the  young  men  of  the  State  in.  This  is  their  ])ro- 
gramme,  and  they  perfectly  knoAV  my  effective  strength.  I have  felt  it 
due  to  myself  to  tell  you  that  I cannot  move  down  with  a force  of  1,500 
or  1,000  men  j if  I do,.!  shall  but  march  in  to  be  marched  out  again,  and 
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SO  do  our  cause  more  harm  in  this  State  than  ^jood.  Tf  I can  get  the  force 
in  any  way,  I want  to  move  forward ; if  it  is  stated  that  the  force  can-  . 
not  he  supplied,  then  I will  remain  here,  to  divert  their  force  and  peril 
my  own  reputation  for  the  sake  of  our  cause  so  long  as  the  Government 
may  think  it  advantageous  to  demand  the  duty  at  my  hands.  The  move 
I am  now  making  will  throw  me  farther  into  the  interior  than  I have  yet 
been,  and  I hope,  as  I keep  up  my  connections  with  Pound  Gap  and 
keep  eastward  of  Cumberland  Gap,  it  will  not  be  considered  beyond  my 
orders  “to  protect  and  defend  this  frontier.”  There  is  no  enemy  on  this 
frontier  this  side  of  Paintsville  ; there  is  scarcely  a friend  between  that 
and  the  mouth  of  Sandy  Piver  near  the  line  of  the  river. 

If  you  can  give  me  the  regiments  I have  asked  for,  to  increase  this 
column  to  5,000  infantry,  and  give  me  1,500  cavalry  and  a good  artillery 
company  (I  have  the  guns  at  Pound  Gap),  I confidently  advance  the 
opinion  that  I can  go  to  Lexington.  But  it  must  be  done  quickly  and 
silently.  It  is  the  service  I want.  I further  advance  the  opinion  that  it 
will  result  in  great  good  to  the  general  cause,  even  if  I have  to  re- 
treat from  the  country  afterwards. 

Major  Hawes  has  ex[)lained  to  me  the  reason  why  Charles  E.  Marshall 
(being  my  brother)  could  not  be  ap])ointed  a disbursing  officer  to  my 
command.  I consider  the  rule  a sound  and  good  rule,  and  yield  a ready 
submission  to  it.  I commend  him,  however,  in  the  strongest  terms  to 
the  i)Osition  in  some  other  command,  and  request  that  the  President  will 
select  for  this  command  some  man  of  equal  capacity  as  my  brigade 
quartermaster.  My  brother  is  a man  of  high  business  capacity,  but  not 
in  very  good  health.  If  he  will  accept  the  position  in  any  other  com- 
mand, devoted  to  the  cause  as  I know  he  is  and  has  been,  I think  he  will 
])rove  a fine  acquisition  to  the  service  wherever  he  may  go.  The  onl^' 
reason  I wanted  him  was  my  knowledge  of  his  energy,  capacity,  and  in- 
tegrity. I would  name  Ed.  S.  Crutchfield  as  a man  who  would  make  a 
good  quartermaster,  but  really  I don’t  know  whether  he  would  accept 
the  place.  He  is  at  present  at  Bowling  Green,  I believe.  I can  com- 
mend his  sound  judgment  and  energy,  but  I don’t  know  much  of  his 
facility  as  an  accountant,  which  is  so  very  needlul  in  the  position. 

To  turn  from  these  to  some  minor  points  of  detail:  Yesterday  Cap- 
tain Stratton  offered  himself,  a first  and  third  lieulenant,  4 corporals, 
and  15  privates,  being,  as  he  said,  part  of  a mountt^d  company  raised 
in  Virginia  for  my  command;  that  his  other  lieutenant,  sergeants,  and 
some  25  men  were  on  tbe  way;  that  his  company  wms  comifietely  formed, 
but  he  did  not  know  when  his  men  could  get  out,  as  those  he  had  were 
fired  upon  in  Logan  County,  Virginia,  in  coming  out.  They  propose  to 
enlist  for  three  years  or  during  the  Avar.  I accepted  the  men  and  ad- 
ministered the  oath,  after  subjecting  them  to  the  usual  medical  exami- 
nation. I told  tbe  officers  I would  accept  them  also,  but  could  not  promise 
them  commissions  or  pay  unless  the  comiiany  sliould  be  filled  in  a rea- 
sonable time  to  tbe  legal  standard.  I have  another  squad  of  about  40, 
and  still  another,  about  35,  mustered  by  General  Zollicofler,  and  trans- 
ferred to  this  column — incijiient  companies,  wliich  are  in  the  same  situa- 
tion. After  a reasonable  time  I think  these  bad  best  be  consolidated;  j 
but  I did  not  think  it  prudent  to  turn  off  20  recruits  ./or  the  war  merel.y 
because  a full  com])any  Avas  not  ]3resented.  I h()})e  the  approbation  of  i 
the  Department  will  cover  the  course  I haA^e  taken.  | 

Major  Thompson,  at  Pound  Gap,  informs  me  that  he  believes  he  can  i 
raise  two  full  companies  out  of  the  five  companies  of  special-seiwice 
men  at  that  place  who  Avill  mount  and  enlist  for  the  war^  if  I Avill  per 
mit  transfers  so  as  to  put  the  right  men  together.  {Some  in  one  com- 
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pany  will  go,  others  will  not.  I have  told  him  to  make  the  transfers 
and  present  the  two  companies,  and  I -will  muster  them  in  for  the  war, 
under  his  command.  I propose  then  to  attach  the  remaining  three  com- 
panies to  Colonel  Moore’s  regiment,  so  as  to  complete  the  Twenty-ninth 
Virginia  according  to  your  order,  and  I will  assign  the  command  of  tlie 
post  at  Pound  Gap  to  Major  Giles  (who  is  willing  to  accept  it),  and  take 
Thompson  into  the  field  as  an  active  officer.  He  is  from  the  Mounted 
Eifle  Corps,  late  of  United  States  Army,  and  seems  to  he  a competent 
officer  for  active  service.  I hope  this  arrangement,  securing  as  it  does 
two  permanent  companies  to  the  service,  will  meet  your  approbation,  if 
it  can  be  effected. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Simms,  having  been  appointed  senator,  will  not 
accept  the  place  offered  to  him,  I presume.  I will  cause  the  battalion 
to  be  reorganized  and  a new  and  judicious  selection  to  be  made.  1 
think  I can  iirobably  make  a full  battalion  of  mounted  rifles,  and  yet 
have  a full  squadron  of  light  cavalry,  armed  with  the  shot-gun  or  carbine 
and  saber.  I received  and  valued  all  the  double-barreled  shot-guns  in 
the  command  belonging  to  individuals  and  placed  them  in  Shawhaus’ 
and  Cameron’s  companies,  promising  the  owners  that  they  should  be 
paid  for  or  returned  to  them.  Thus  I made  the  arms  of  separate  com- 
panies homogeneous.  Will  you  authorize  me  to  have  these  guns  paid 
for?  I do  not  think  them  efficient  except  for  cavalry  proper,  nor  the 
best  arms  for  these ; but  the  case  must  be  disposed  of. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say  that  I write  into  details  because  I want  to 
keep  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Department,  and  to  have  no 
difficulty  springing  out  of  my  administration.  If  there  are  irregularities 
you  will  be  kind  enough  to  overlook  them,  for  you  cannot  aiipreciate  the 
difficulties  I encounter  in  such  a country  and  with  raw  levies  such  as  I 
control  and  must  bring  into  military  sha^ie. 

I am,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  MAESHALL, 

General  S.  Cooper,  Brigadier- General, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 


Camp  in  Letcher  County,  Ky.,  January  23, 1862. 

General  : Since  I last  wrote  the  enemy  assailed  me  in  largely-supe- 
rior  force,  and  was  effectually  and  gallantly  repulsed  by  the  troops  under 
my  command. 

My  loss  in  the  action  of  January  10  is  accurately  stated  at  10  killed 
and  14  wounded. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  severe,  estimated  by  the  officers  of  my 
command,  who  had  an  opportunity  to  see  their  dead,  at  over  200  killed 
and  more  than  that  wounded. 

The  firing  was  kept  up,  with  some  intervals,  for  about  four  hours,  and 
was  occasionally  very  sharp  and  spirited. 

My  troops  behaved  remarkably  well,  had  decided  advantage  in  the 
situation,  and  maintained  it  throughout  the  day. 

The  enemy  came  into  the  valley  of  main  Middle  Creek  below  the 
mouth  of  the  Left  Fork  of  Middle  Creek.  I occupied  the  mouth  of  the 
Left  Fork,  my  artillery  in  the  gorge,  my  riglit  wing  below,  and  my  left 
wing  above  the  mouth.  The  enemy  did  not  move  me  from  any  one  posi- 
tion I assumed,  and  at  nightfall  withdrew  from  the  field,  leaving  me 
just  where  I was  in  the  morning.  After  he  had  withdrawn  1 called  my 
troops  down  from  the  hills  and  pursued  the  march  which  I was  execut- 
ing when  the  enemy  came  in  sight. 
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I see  by  the  telegraphic  dispatches  that  the  enemy  represents  liis 
achievement  of 'a  victory  over  me  upon  the  occasion  to  which  I am  re- 
ferring, and  says  that  my  troops  fled  in  confusion,  &c.  I state  that  this 
is  not  only  false,  but  it  is  an  afrerthought,  for  it  can  be  proved  by  many 
that  the  enemy’s  troops  represented  themselves  as  having  retired  from 
the  field  because  they  were  whipped  j but  the  reporting  officer,  finding 
next  day  that  I also  had  withdrawn  from  the  battle-field,  for  tlie  first 
time  thought  of  establishing  a claim  to  victory.  Let  a few  facts  decide 
that  question.  He  came  to  attack  and  did  attack,  and  he  was  in  force 
far  superior  to  mine.  He  did  not  move  me  from  a single  position  I 
chose  to  occupy.  At  the  close  of  the  day  each  man  of  mine  was  just 
where  he  had  been  posted  in  the  morning.  He  came  to  attack,  yet  came 
so  cautiously  that  my  left  wing  never  fired  a shot,  and  he  never  came 
up  sufficiently  to  engage  my  center  or  my  left  wing.  His  force  was 
fired  upon  by  the  12-pounder  howitzer  and  at  once  cleared  my  front, 
but,  concealed  by  a point  of  the  hills  from  my  artillery,  confined  his 
further  efforts  to  assaults  upon  my  right  wing,  by  which  lie  was  repulsed 
three  times.  Finally  I found  that  he  was  re- enforcing  heavily,  and  I 
ordered  Trigg’s  regiment  to  pass  over  the  creek  and  to  make  the  work 
short  and  decisive,  with  the  l3ayonet,  if  necessary;  but  before  the  lifty- 
fourth  Virginia  could  climb  one  side  of  the  hill  the  enemy  had  entirely 
withdrawn  from  the  scene  of  action,  leaving  my  force  in  full  and  quiet 
possession.  He  withdrew  from  sight,  and  did  not  then  dispute  the 
ground  on  which  we  had  fought.  Not  only  I personally,  but  every  officer 
and  soldier  in  my  entire  command,  without  one  exception,  then  under- 
stood that  the  enemy  had  been  signally  and  unmistakably  whipped,  and 
that  the  repulse  Wiis  final.  It  proved  final,  for  he  has  never  since  that 
day  sought  in  any  manner  or  form  to  re-engage. 

The  enemy  had  some  4,500  or  5,000  men  on  the  field  and  at  least  500 
cavalry,  for  that  number  was  counted.  I had  some  1,600  men  fit  for  duty 
and  ])resent  on  the  field.  He  engaged  2,500  or  3,000  of  his  men;  I 
about  000  to  1,000  of  mine.  A natural  inquiry  will  be  why  he  did  not 
pursue,  if  my  force  fied  before  him.  I moved  from  the  battle-field  up 
the  Left  Fork  of  JMiddle  Creek,  and  at  7 miles  from  the  field  of  battle 
came  to  the  loot  of  a very  lofty  mountain,  which  it  was  necessary  for 
me  to  cross,  and  the  road  from  the  field  of  battle  to  that  T)oint  was  a 
valley  road  all  the  way.  I did  not  cross  that  mountain  until  the  night 
of  January  12,  and  the  enemy  did  not  come  to  see  what  had  become  of 
me.  On  the  contrary,  by  that  time  he  had  fallen  back  to  Paintsville, 
wlmnce  he  came  in  mass  to  drive  me  out  of  the  State.  He  returned 
without  accomplishing  his  mission. 

Why  did  I not  ])ursue  if  1 thought  I had  the  victory?  My  reasons 
are  simple  and  straightforward : 

First.  I could  not  renew  the  engagement  that  night  because  it  was 
too  dark,  had  I been  so  inclined.  I did  not  know  how  far  the  enemy 
had  gone,  and  would  not  have  followed  under  any  circumstances  with 
the  inferior  force. 

Second.  I did  not  follow  because  my  men  were  exhausted  from  hun- 
ger, having  had  nothing  to  eat  all  that  day,  and  they  were  weak,  and 
would  not  have  been  capable  of  service  another  day  without  food. 

Third.  I did  not  follow  because  I did  not  know  the  strength  of  the 
enemy  in  reserve,  and  had  no  idea  of  risking  by  rashness  what  my  troops 
had  gained  by  gallantry.  I had  fought  superior  numbers  with  the  ad- 
vantage of  position  on  my  side;  1 had  no  intent  to  renew  the  engage- 
ment, giving  superior  numbers  the  advantage  of  choice  of  the  ground. 

But,  general,  the  controlling,  present,  and  moving  reason  was  that  my 
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men  had  nothing  to  eat,  and  I could  not  tell  that  they  could  obtain  it  by 
returning  with  a fight  against  heavy  odds  between  us  and  our  chance  of 
food.  By  sending  horses  forward  to  Martin’s  mill,  on  Beaver  [Creek],  I 
procured  meal  and  brought  it  back  to  my  troops,  wdio  were  engaged  in 
crossing  my  train  over  the  mountain  dividing  Middle  Creek  from  Beaver 
Creek.  The  fact  is  I could  not  pursue  the  enemy,  and  the  enemy,  being 
already  repulsed,  never  had  any  idea  of  pursuing  me. 

The  enemy  represents  that  he  took  several  i)risoners.  I assure  you 
he  never  took  one  upon  the  field  of  battle.  He  did  take  Captain  Conner 
a prisoner  afterwards  at  Prestonburg,  and  that  achievement  should  not 
be  permitted  to  pass  without  its  history.  Captain  Conner  was  ill  with 
fever.  He  had  been  sick  for  some  time  and  left  Paiutsville  in  a wagon. 
He  had  become  delirious,  and  was  in  that  situation  two  or  three  days. 
The  physicians,  after  consultation,  determined  that  it  must  cost  his  life 
to  carry  him  farther  in  a wagon,  and  ho  was  therefore  carried  by  them 
to  Prestonburg  and  committed  to  the  care  of  an  estimable  lady,  who 
promised  to  nurse  him,  and  whose  husband  is  our  friend.  Sick  almost 
unto  death  and  imobably  out  of  his  mind  with  the  disease.  Captain  Con- 
ner was  in  his  sick  bed  made  a prisoner  and  was  taken  off  in  a steam- 
boat to  Paintsville.  The  other  prisoners  taken  were  people  not  in  the 
Army  and  who  had  never  been  in  the  Army,  but  who  have  been  running 
ever  since  the  war  began  like  frightened  hares,  afraid  to  take  arms,  afrai(l 
to  ofter  a single  effort  of  resistance,  and  who,  if  pressed  to  it,  would 
submit  to  having  their  ears  cropped  to  show  they  have  a master.  Were 
I to  make  such  conquests  I might  fill  a gazette  with  them  every  week. 
The  impression  such  representations  make  on  my  mind  is  as  unfavora- 
ble to  the  chivalry  of  the  officer  who  can  make  them  as  it  is  to  his  de- 
parture from  truth.  I hope  I have  your  confidence  sufficiently  for  you 
to  know  that  I give  no  hue  to  the  transactions  of  my  command  that  is 
not  properly  belonging  to  them. 

I think  one  of  two  things  must  occur — I must  be  re-enforced  or  I must 
retire  from  this  part  of  the  State,  for  ray  command  cannot  .procure  sub- 
sistence in  the  mountains.  Forward  it  becomes  plenty  and  cheap  ; but 
to  go  forward  I must  have  5,000  men.  I have  not  2,000  fit  for  duty.  I 
want  2,000  cavalry  in  addition  to  Ihe  5,000  infantry,  and,  in  my  Judg- 
ment, I can  with  that  force  accomplish  a work  which  will  have  a most 
material  bearing  on  the  fortunes  and  destiny  of  Kentucky  and  of  the 
grand  result  of  the  war.  I have  heretofore  delineated  that  idea  to  the 
proper  authority.  I ask  the  service  if  the  force  can  be  given. 

I believe,  sir,  this  comprises  nearly  all  I have  to  communicate.  My 
command  is  now  in  very  bad  health.  Measles  and  mumps  are  passing 
through  Williams’  regiment.  I think  some  400  of  that  corps  are  now  on 
the  sick  list.  I shall  have  to  be  as  quiet  as  possible  until  the  diseases 
have  run  their  course. 

I am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  MAPvSHALL, 

General  A.  Sidney  Johnston,  Brigadier-General, 

BoicUng  Green,,  Ky, 


Eichmond,  January  24,  1862. 

General  Humphrey  Marshall  : 

Fall  back  to  Pound  Gap  and  report  dispositions  there  made.  Letter 
will  go  by  Captain  Wade. 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Insi)ector  General. 
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Eichmond,  January)  24,  1862. 


Brig.  Gen.  Humppirey  Marshall, 

Commanding j &c, : 

General  : I am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  advise  you  tbat, 
iu  view  of  the  inability  of  this  Department  to  re-enforce  you  at  present, 
it  is  deemed  best  that  you  should  fall  back  to  Pound  Gap,  there  making 
such  dispositions  as  may  be  deemed  most  expedient,  and  reporting  yonr 
movements  promptly  to  this  office. 

Captain  Wade  reports  the  route  by  the  Louisa  Fork  to  be  impractica- 
ble for  an  adv^ance  of  the  enemy  in  force,  and,  lurther,  that  there  is  a 
possibility  of  his  cutting  you  off,  should  you  take  that  route,  by  means  of 
his  greater  facilities  through  steamboat  navigation  to  Piketon. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 


E.  H.  CHILTOX, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Craft’s,  Six  Miles  from  Pound  Gap, 

Letcher  County^  Ky.,  February  2,  1862. 

General:  Your  telegraphic  dispatch  of  the  24th  ultimo  reached  me 
b}^  courier  on  the  26th,  by  which  I was  ordered  to  ‘Gall  back  to  Pound 
Gap,  and  to  report  dispositions  there  made.” 

Yesterday  Captain  Wade  delivered  me  .vonr  letter  of  the  24th,  which 
rei)eats  the  direction  of  the  telegram,  “ in  view  of  the  inability  of  the  De- 
])artment  to  re-enforce  you  (me)  at  present,”  and  requiring  meat  Pound 
Gap  to  make  “such  dis])ositions  as  maybe  deemed  most  expedient,” 
which  are  to  be  “reported  promptly  to  the  Department.” 

I am  extremely  embarrassed  by  this  order,  for  that  it  indicates  a point 
for  me  to  rest  and  dispose  of  the  force  under  my  command  where  it  is 
simply  impossible  to  feed  men  or  animals  for  two  days.  The  subsistence 
of  the  country  about  Pound  Gap  for  20  miles  is  literally  exhausted. 
The  snp])lies  for  the  rifle  battalion  now  at  Pound  Gap  are  drawn  with 
great  difficulty  over  that  distance  (55  miles)  and  much  complaint  is  made 
of  the  precariousness  of  the  supply.  For  can  I halt  within  20  miles  of 
Pound  Gap  on  this  side  of  the  mountains  with  any  chance  of  obtaining 
food  lor  man  or  horse.  You  can  have  no  conception  of  the  state  of  af- 
fairs here,  general ; starvation  stares  these  people  in  the  face.  They  are 
most  averse  to  parting  with  a peck  of  corn  or  a pound  of  meat,  and 
daily  the  women  beg  lor  the  retention  of  the  means  of  sustaining  them- 
selves and  their  children.  It  is  no  sham  or  aflected  apprehension  they 
feelj  I much  fear  they  only  see  what  spring-time  will  startlingly  reveal 
as  a stern  reality.  It  cannot  advance  our  cause  or  make  converts  to  it 
to  starve  the  best  friends  we  have  in  this  pot)uiation,  and  in  this  county 
we  have  many,  indeed  a considerable  majority  of  the  people. 

I have  reflected  upon  my  duty  under  your  order,  especially  in  view  of 
the  reason  given  for  its  issuance ; and  the  disposition  I shall  make  of 
the  force  will  be  to  pass  the  mountains  and  to  arrange  the  regiments  as 
near  as  they  can  be  to  Pound  Gap,  so  as  to  obtain  sui)plies. 

I hear  from  Captain  Wade  that  the  Secretary  of  War  feels  solicitous 
about  the  invasion  of  Virginia  by  the  way  of  Pound  Gap  and  by  the  way 
of  Piketon.  I feel  morally  sure  the  enemy  is  equally  solicitous  to  pre- 
vent an  invasion  of  Kentucky  by  the  two  routes  nanied.  This  opinion  is 
based  upon  his  declarations  as  well  as  his  operations.  The  presence  of 
a force  here,  under  my  command  or  under  the  command  of  any  Kentuck- 
ian whom  the  i)eox)le  of  the  “blue-grass  region”  know,  operates  as  a 
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constant  warning  to  them  that  they  must  he  ready  to  resist  an  invasion, 
and  their  fears  make  constant  and  heavy  drafts  upon  the  Government 
for  troops  for  this  purpose.  The  exaggerations  of  rumors  are  greater 
than  in  the  inverse  ratio  of  the  square  of  the  distance ; therefore  my 
force  was  rarely  estimated  at  Louisville  or  Lexington  as  less  than  10,000 
to  15,000,  calling  for  an  opposing  force  of  not  less  than  from  six  to  ten 
regiments,  which  atone  pointer  another  have  been  employed  to  keep  me 
out.  I have  seen  elaborate  articles  in  the  Kentucky  leading  opposing 
journals  on  the  subject  of  my  invasion,  from  which  I learned  that  the 
enemy,  when  he  left  the  Sandy  Valley  with  General  Kelsoifs  command, 
supposed  it  to  be  impossible  for  an  army  to  subsist  on  wdiat  he  had  left 
behind,  and  that  the  leaders  of  the  Lincoln  party  in  Kentucky  had  re- 
sorted to  the  wholesale  spoliation  which  inlamized  Kelson’s  expedition, 
upon  the  idea  of  preventing  our  occupation  of  the  valley  by  troo})s 
w^hose  aim  might  be  to  assert  the  rights  of  Kentucky  and  to  vindicate 
her  true  opinion. 

The  enemy  has  not  attempted  now  to  leave  the  immediate  valley  of 
the  Sandy  nor  to  ascend  the  river  in  any  force  beyond  the  scene  of  his 
conflict  with  me  on  the  10th  of  January.  On  the  contrary,  he  has  left 
only  a part  of  his  force  at  Paintsville,  and  has  only  paid  a hurried  and 
trembling  visit  to  Piketon  with  120  cavalry,  which  came  up  John’s  Creek, 
arrived  Sunday  evening,  and  left  on  Monday  morning.  I hear  that  the 
object  of  the  visit  was  to  block  up  the  road  leading  by  the  Louisa  Branch 
of  the  Sandy  into  Piketon,  and  that  this  wms  accomplished  by  Captain 
Childress,  near  the  Kentucky  line,  to  prevent  an  invasion  again  by  that 
route  or  my  use  of  that  route  to  obtain  supplies. 

You  will  see  from  this  that  the  probability  is  strong  that  the  solicitude 
on  the  subject  of  an  invasion  is  mutual.  Should  it  prove  that  the  object 
is  only  to  mask  preparation,  so  as  to  permit  an  invading  force  to  gather 
supplies  near  Piketon,  I shall  keep  myself  advised,  and  will  to  the  extent 
of  my  ability  prevent  its  successful  accomplishment.  I do  not  think  it 
probable  the  enemy  will  ever  attempt  an  entry  into  Virginia  in  large  force 
by  the  way  of  Pikeiou  while  you  liave  a considerable  force  at  Pound 
Gap,  for  the  reason  that  the  latter  position  would  lie  upon  the  flank  of 
the  advancing  column  and  its  command  might  in  a day  cut  tlui  line  of 
transportation  used  on  either  side  of  the  Cumberland  Mountain  range. 
In  rear  of  Piketon  (Virginia  side)  the  county  of  Buchanan  is  mount- 
ainous aiid  sterile,  bare  of  supplies,  and  easily  defended  ; in  fact,  one 
passes,  as  here,  along  a ridge  or  the  water-courses  Hanked  by  mount- 
ain ranges.  The  danger  and  only  danger  is  from  a heavy  cavalry  force 
])ressing  in  and  destroying  as  it  goes,  and  then  retreating  by  a different 
road.  This  can  be  prevented  by  guarding  near  to  the  valued  points  and 
by  having  timely  notice  given  at  Pound  Gap  to  the  force  which  should 
be  constantly’'  kept  there  to  cover  the  road  which  crosses  the  Cundierland 
Bauge  at  that  place.  It  is  a strong  place  into  whosesoever  hands  it  falls 
and  the  defenses  on  both  side  are  equal. 

Pound  Gap,  February  2 — evening. 

I resume  my  letter  after  riding  here  from  my  camp  of  last  night.  I 
liave  ordered  the  Fifty-fourth  Virginia  Begiment  to  fall  back  to  Glades- 
ville,  and  if  supplies  cannot  be  had  in  that  vicinity  to  cross  Clinch 
Itiver,  if  requisite  to  obtain  them.  Colonel  Moore’s  regiment  is  on  the 
march  from  Whitesburg  for  the  same  destination.  Simms’  mounted 
battalion  will  be  here  to-morrow,  and  I shall  send  it  to  Clinch  Biver 
without  hesitation.  Colonel  Williams  has  not  yet  moved  IVoin  the  mouth 
of  Bock  House  Creek,  w^hich  is  10  miles  below  Whitesburg,  but  has  been 
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ordered  to  do  so,  and  will  be  ordered  to  join  the  rest  of  the  command  at 
whatever  point  I can  find  supplies  convenient  or  indeed  possible.  I 
shall  not  be  surprised  to  have  great  trouble  with  this  regiment  on  ac- 
count of  its  removal  into  Virginia,  for  the  men  are  nearly  all  from  the 
mountain  counties  of  Kentucky,  and  they  w^ould  prefer,  I believe,  even 
to  be  retreating  through  the  mountains  of  their  own  State  to  any  rest 
which  could  be  ottered  to  them  in  any  other  part  of  the  country.  I 
regret  to  say  that  this  spirit  of  discontent  is  not  quieted  or  even  allayed 
by  the  bearing  and  conversations  of  those  who  have  them  in  immediate 
charge.  In  my  own  judgment  the  future  efficiency  of  the  regiment  de- 
pends upon  its  opportunity  to  be  drilled,  for  it*  is  now  entirely  undrilled, 
and  has  been,  since  the  first  enlistment  of  its  soldiers,  so  constantly  on 
the  move  that  the  officers  of  companies,  who  ail  are  from  the  walks  of 
civic  life,  have  had  no  opportunity  to  drill  in  the  schools  of  the  company 
or  battalion.  You  will  therefore  recognize  my  solicitude  before  they  are 
put  into  the  plains,  where  the  exercise  might  be  close  and  severe,  to 
have  a chance  to  instruct  them.  It  occurs  to  me  that  this  season  is  the 
most  propitious  1 shall  have  for  this  purpose,  and  that  the  existing  status 
of  the  enemy  and  myself  afibrds  me  more  opportunity  than  1 shall  have 
again  before  the  Department  will  be  enabled  to  give  me  the  re  enforce- 
ments I had  expected  to  receive  in  order  to  accomplish  the  purposes  I 
have  had  so  much  at  heart. 

I would  not  advise  another  entry  into  Kentucky  from  this  point  until 
about  the  1st  of  May.  The  grass  will  by  that  time  be  up  and  the  roads, 
now  nearly  imi)assable,  will  be  good.  The  policy  of  the  Government  will 
be  defensive,  I i)resume,  until  that  time,  and  that  then  it  will  in  Ken- 
tucky become,  otiensive.  Sixty  or  seventy  days  to  organize  the  trains,  to 
recruit  the  horses,  to  rest  and  reinvigorate  the  men,  many  of  whom  have 
coughs,  resulting  from  measles  and  exposure  during  the  attack  of  disease, 
to  drill  the  battalions,  to  establish  i) roper  correspondence  with  the  men 
of  interior  Kentucky,  to  arrange  supplies  for  a march,  will  not  leave  me 
idle  or  in  unprofitable  employment. 

I will  not  here  dwell  on  these  views,  but  I request  leave,  when  the 
regiment  shall  be  posted,  to  visit  Jtichmond  for  a few  days,  in  order  to 
have  these  views  laid  before  the  proper  authority  and  to  understand 
wliat  I am  to  look  for  in  the  service  for  the  future. 

I inclose  a written  proposition  from  Mr.  Brashers,  the  owner  of  the 
salt-works  near  Whitesburg,  which  I regard  as  very  advantageous  to  the 
Government,  and  which  I was  at  some  trouble  to  secure.  May  I request 
an  early  answer  to  this  communication  ? 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  MAESHALL, 

General  S.  Cooper,  Brigadier- General, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

[Inclosure.] 

I propose  and  agree  to  lease  to  the  Government  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  my  tract  of  land  in  Perry  County,  Kentucky,  em- 
bracing some  4,000  acres,  with  privilege  of  using  the  machinery  thereon 
situated  and  of  making  salt  there  and  of  cultivating  the  land,  and 
with  the  privilege  of  cutting  the  timber  and  mining  the  coal,  for  the 
term  of  three  years,  from  the  1st  day  of  May  next,  for  the  sum  of  $2,000 
for  the  whole  term,  payable  in  equal  installments  annually,  and  with 
power  to  said  Government  to  assign  this  lease  and  to  locate  troops  on 
the  land  and  otherwise  to  exercise  all  acts  of  ownership  for  the  term  I 
through  its  agents,  servants,  officers,  or  assigns. 
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The  acceptance  of  this  proposition  by  the  President  or  Secretary  of 
War  is  to  be  considered  as  making  this  contract  complete,  on  my  being 
notihed  thereof  by  General  Marshall,  or  any  other  agent  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  a copy  hereof  furnished  to  me,  signed  by  the  President  or 
Secretary,  at  any  time  prior  to  the  1st  of  May,  1862;  possession  to  be 
given  at  that  time  or  as  much  sooner  as  the  other  party  chooses  to 
take  it. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  at  Whitesburg,  Letcher  County,  Kentucky, 
this  1st  February,  1862. 

E.  S.  BEASHEES. 

Witnesses : 

H.  Marshall. 

J.  S.  0.  Taylor,  M.  D. 

[Indorsement.] 

It  is  not  recommended  to  decide  on  this  question  at  present,  as  it  re- 
mains open  until  the  1st  of  May.  Moreover,  this  department  has  made 
preparations  for  furnishing  salt  in  less  precarious  localities  and  suffi- 
cient quantities. 

L.  B.  KOETHEOP, 
Commissary- General  Subsistence, 

February  17,  1862. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Col.  A.  C.  Moore^  Twenty-ninth  Virginia  Infantry, 

Headquarters  Twenty-ninth  Virginia  Eegiment, 

January  13,  1862. 

Sir  : The  present  being  the  first  opportunity  which  has  presented 
itself  since  our  engagement  with  the  enemy  at  the  Fork  of  Middle 
Creek,  in  Floyd  County,  Kentucky,  on  the  evening  of  the  lOth  instant, 
I will  now  give  you  briefly  a hasty  reiiort  of  the  part  taken  and  the 
consequences  resulting  therefrom  to  the  force  under  my  command.  The 
Twenty -ninth  Virginia  Eegiment  was  the  greater  part  of  the  time — 
that  is,  during  the  battle,  which  lasted  some  three  hours — in  the  head 
and  front  of  the  fire,  and  all,  without  a single  exception,  so  far  as  my 
information  extends,  conducted  themselves  in  the  bravest  and  most 
gallant  manner.  The  loss  to  my  regiment  was  5 killed  and  7 wounded. 

In  this  my  brief  and  imperfect  report  I ought  not,  perhaps,  to  make 
any  invidious  distinctions  by  mentioning  the  names  of  any  of  my  men 
or  officers,  who  conducted  themselves  most  gallantly  in  the  battle;  but 
I think  my  whole  command  will  bear  me  out  in  giving  to  Lieut.  Col. 
William  Leigh,  Maj.  James  Giles,  and  to  Lieut.  William  J.  March,  of 
Captain  BryanCs  company,  great  credit  for  the  gallant  and  daring  part 
acted  throughout  the  entire  engagement. 

In  conclusion,  I will  say  that  all  acted  nobly  and  achieved  for  them- 
selves a reputation  and  a name  which  old  Virginia  may  and  will  be  ever 
proud  to  honor. 

A.  C.  MOOEE, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Twenty-ninth  Virginia  Volunteers. 

Brig.  Gen.  Humphrey  Marshall, 

Commanding  First  Brigade^  Army  of  Eastern  KentucJxy, 
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DECEMBER  28,  1861. — Action  at  Sacramento,  Ky. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  L.  Crittenden,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  Charles  Clark,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  3. — Col.  Nathan  B.  Forrest,  Forrest’s  Regiment,  C.  S.  Army. 

Ko.  1. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  L.  Crittenden,  TJ.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Division, 

Calhoun,  Ky.,  December  29,  1861. 

Captain  : I regrpt  to  inform  you  that  on  yesterday,  as  a command  of 
168  men,  under  Major  Murray,  of  Jackson’s  regiment,  were  returning 
from  a reconnaissance,  they  were  pursued  and  surprised  by  some  rebel 
cavalry  at  Sacramento.  The  men  made  but  little  resistance,  and  I am 
afraid  that  the  gallantry  of  the  officers  has  cost  us  the  services  of  several 
of  them.  I have  not  learned  that  any  officer  was  killed,  but  when  the 
men  fled  they  fought  themselves.  Captains  Bacon  and  Davis  and 
Lieutenant  Jouett  are  missing.  Major  Murray  has  just  reported  that 
40  men  are  missing.  From  the  accounts  of  the  fight  very  few  have  been 
killed,  and  I suspect  most  of  the  missing  will  come  in. 

I sent  Colonel  Jackson  out  with  about  500  men,  260  of  them  infantry, 
with  instructions  to  gather  up  stragglers  and  the  wounded,  if  there  were 
any.  1 also  instructed  him  that  if  the  enemy  were  still  in  the  vicinity 
to  beat  them  up,  but  not  to  venture  far  in  pursuit. 

Jackson  left  about  10  o’clock  last  night.  It  is  now  about  10  a.  m., 
and  I have  not  heard  from  him.  The  rebels  have  no  doubt  rapidly 
retired,  and  Jackson  is  probably  hunting  his  men.  I shall  ride  out  in 
a few  minutes  with  an  escort,  and  will  write  particulars  as  I can  get 
them  in  an  official  report. 

I have  written  this  that  you  may  not  be  deceived  by  any  exaggerated 
report,  which  will  doubtless  reach  you. 

Very  respectfully,  T.  L.  CBITTENDEN", 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Fry, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Division, 

Calhoun,  Ky.,  December  30,  1861. 

General  : In  the  fight  just  beyond  Sacramento  we  lost  8 killed  and 
8,  perhaps  13,  captured. 

Over  400  rebel  cavalry  surprised  168  of  Jackson’s  cavalry  the  day 
before  yesterday,  as  they  were  returning  from  a scout  to  South  Carrollton. 
The  rebels  attacked  and  drove  in  the  vanguard,  following  them  rapidly. 

Major  Murray  behaved  with  great  gallantry,  and,  with  the  aid  of 
other  officers,  who  will  be  mentioned  when  I get  an  official  report, 
repelled  the  charge,  being  seconded  handsomely  by  about  45  men. 
These  men  resisted  the  whole  body  of  the  enemy  for  ten  minutes,  and, 
from  the  accounts  I have  from  many  reliable  witnesses,  would  have 
repulsed  them,  but  at  this  critical  moment  some  dastard  unknown 
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shouted  ^^Eetreat  to  Sacramento!’’  Most  of  the  men  fled,  of  couise, 
'without  stopping  at  Sacramento.  lu  this  retreat  we  sustained  some  loss. 
Capt.  Albert  G.  Bacon  was  killed  and  7 privates,  whose  names  I will  get 
to-day.  Captain  Davis,  of  Jackson’s  regiment,  was  captured.  IJe  was 
conspicuous  in  the  fight  for  bravery.  We  do  not  know  the  extent  of  the 
enemy’s  loss.  Meriwether  (either  a major  or  a lieutenant-colonel)  was 
killed  and  certainly  4 men.  The  rebels  took  aw^ay  three  wagon  loads  of 
dead  and  wounded. 

Although  outnumbered  and  partially  surprised,  I think  my  men  liad 
the  best  of  the  fight.  I rode  out  to  Sacramento  yesterday  and  found 
Jackson  burying  the  dead— 6 of  our  men.  We  have  5 or  (3  men  so  badly 
wounded  that  we  could  not  bring  them  in.  They  are  in  good  quarters 
and  will  be  well  cared  for.  The  enemy  here  have  every  advantage  of  us. 
The  Union  men  are  generallj^  inactive,  while  the  secessionists  are  lull  of 
activity. 

The  rebel  cavalry  reached  Greenville  Friday  morning,  and  Friday 
night  the  scouting  party  under  Major  Murray  rode  to  South  Carrollton. 
The  rebels  were  beyond  a doubt  apprised  of  Murray’s  expedition,  and 
the  first  intimation  I had  of  their  presence  was  from  the  fight  at  Sacra- 
mento. Heretofore  I have  always  been  promptly  notified  of  their  arrival 
at  Greenville.  If  I had  received  the  information  this  time  I might  have 
captured  the  entire  command.  The  rebels  are  thoroughly  and  well 
armed,  and  Jackson’s  men  are  badly  armed,  and,  what  is  worse,  have 
no  confidence  in  their  pistols.  I know  that  you  will  remedy  this  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Most  respectfully,  T.  L.  CEITTENDEhT, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 

General  Buell. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Division, 

Calhoun^  Ky.,  January  3,  1862. 

Captain  : I now  inclose  you  the  report  of  Major  Murray  of  the  afiair 
at  Sacramento.*  You  will  see  from  Major  Murray’s  report  that  the 
entire  command  behaved  handsomely.  Although  attacked  suddenly, 
and  almost  surprised,  our  men  charged  and  drove  back  the  rebels,  and 
that,  when  the  rebels  rallied  and  were  re-enforced,  still  fought  and 
maintained  themselves  in  a hand-to-hand  conflict,  until  some  one  un- 
known called  out  ^‘Eetreat  to  Sacramento!  ” As  it  was,  the  casualties 
of  the  enemy  were  equal  to  ours.  We  have,  however,  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  8 gallant  soldiers,  and  3 ofhcers  of  uncommon  bravery  and  sol- 
dierly qualities,  Capt.  A.  G.  Bacon  killed,  Capt.  A.  N.  Davis  captured, 
and  Lieut.  John  L.  Walters  missing. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  call  your  attention,  general,  to  Major  Murray’s 
report  of  the  conduct  of  all  the  ofiicers  under  his  command,  every  one  of 
I them  perhaps  under  fire  for  the  first  time,  and  yet  every  one  behaving 
I handsomely. 

I will  close  this  letter,  and  only  add  that,  by  the  testimony  of  all. 
Major  Murray’s  conduct  in  the  field  deserves  the  highest  praise. 

I am,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  CEITTENDEY, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Fry, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


* Not  found. 
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No.  2. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  Clarh^  C.  S.  Army. 


Headquarters  Hopkinsville,  Ky., 

January  8,  1862. 

Lieutenant  : I Rave  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  major-general,  the  official  report  of  Col.  N.  B.  Forrest  of 
his  brilliant  and  dashing  affair  at  Sacramento  on  the  28th  ultimo  : 

The  report  of  Colonel  Forrest  is  a modest  recital  of  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  and  successful  cavalry  engagements  which  the  present  war  has 
witnessed,  and  gives  a favorable  omen  of  what  that  arm  of  - our  service 
will  do  in  future  on  a more  extended  scale. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy,  it  will  be  seen,  is  estimated  by  Colonel  Forrest 
at  65  killed  and  35  wounded  and  prisoners,  and  from  private  and  un- 
official sources  I learn  that  the  number  is  not  overestimated. 

Our  OAvn  loss  was  but  2 killed,  but  in  the  death  of  Capt.  C.  E.  Meri- 
wether, who  fell  while  gallantly  leading  his  command  into  action,  the 
country  and  the  service  have  sustained  a loss  which  1 most  deeply 
deplore.  A brave  and  chivalrous  gentleman,  I esteemed  him  as  one  of 
the  very  best  officers  of  his  rank  in  the  service.  Colonel  Forrest  pays 
what  I doubt  not  is  a well-merited  tribute  to  the  gallantry  aud  good 
conduct  of  his  officers  and  men  generally  and  specially.  For  the  skill, 
courage,  and  energy  disj)layed  by  Colonel  Fonest  he  is  entitled  to  the 
highest  praise,  and  I take  great  pleasure  in  calling  the  attention  of  the. 
general  commanding  aiid  of  the  Government  to  his  services.  I am 
assured  by  officers  and  men  that  throughout  the  entire  engagement  he 
Avas  conspicuous  for  the  most  daring  courage ; always  in  advance  of  his 
command.  He  was  at  one  time  engaged  in  a hand-to-Land  conflict  with  ; 
4 of  the  eneuiy,  3 of  whom  he  killed,  dismounting  and  making  a prisoner 
(tf  the  fourth. 

The  other  held  officers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Starnes  and  Major  Kelly,  • 
by  their  coolness,  courage,  aud  promiititude,  contributed  largely  to  ^ 
the  success  of  the  day. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  lieutenant,  respectfully,  &c., 

CHAELES  CLAEK, 
Brigadier-  General.,  Commanding, 


Lieut.  H.  G.  White, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Bowling  Green,  Ky, 


No.  3.  m 

Report  of  Col.  Natlicm  B.  Forrest,  Forresfs  Regiment,  C.  S,  Army.  j|| 

Hopkinsville,  Ky.,  December  30,  1861.  | 

Under  orders  to  reconnoiter  to  the  front,  especially  in  the  direction, 
of  Eochester  and  Greenville,  and  if  deemed  best  to  continue  our  obser-^ 
Actions  towards  Eumsey,  my  command  left  camp  Thursday,  26th  instant, u 
myself  with  detachments  from  Companies  A,  C,  and  D,  First  Lieutenant  i 
Crutcher,  Captains  May  and  Gould;  with  a detachment  of  25  men  of  i 
Captain  Meriwether’s  company,  under  his  command.  Major  Kelly,  with  1 
detachments  from  Companies  E,  F.  and  G,  under  Lieutenants  Hampton,  I 
Nance,  aud  Cowan,  having  been  ordered  to  Greenville  to  await  orders.  I 
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Leaving  the  Greenville  road  4 miles  from  Hopkinsville  I moved  in  the 
direction  of  Eochester,  until  fully  satisfied  that  there  were  no  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  in  that  direction. 

The  next  day,  on  reaching  the  Eussellville  and  Greenville  road,  I 
turned  towards  Greenville,  and  on  Saturday  morning  formed  a junc- 
tion with  a detachment  of  40  cavalry  from  Eussellville,  under  command, 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Starnes  and  Captain  McLemore,  who,  with  Major 
Kelly,  were  awaiting  my  arrival  at  Greenville.  Colonel  Starnes  had  the 
day  before  been  at  South  Carrollton,  where  he  had  engaged  a partv  of 
the  enemy,  killing  3. 

Hearing  nothing  still  from  the  enemy,  it  was  determined  to  extend 
our  march  to  the  vicinity  of  Eumsey.  The  command,  about  300  strong, 
were  moved  forward  in  one  column,  with  advance  guard  under  Cap- 
tain Meriwether  and  rear  under  Captain  McLemore ; the  head  of  the 
column  under  my  command;  the  center  under  Major  Kelly,  and  the 
rear  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Starnes.  We  had  moved  8 miles  down 
the  Eumsey  road  when  information  reached  me  that  the  enemy  500 
strong  had  that  morning  crossed  from  Calhoun  to  Eumsey.  My  men 
were  ordered  to  a rapid  pace,  and  as  the  news  of  the  proximity  of  the 
enemy  ran  down  the  column  it  was  impossible  to  repress  jubiiant  and 
defiant  shouts,  which  reached  the  height  of  enthusiasm  as  the  women 
from  the  houses  waved  us  forward.  A beautiful  young  lady,  smiling, 
with  untied  tresses  floating  in  the  breeze,  on  horseback,  met  the  column 
just  before  our  advance  guard  came  up  with  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  infus- 
ing nerve  into  my  arm  and  kindling  knightly  chivalry  within  my  heart. 

One  mile  this  side  the  village  of  Sacramento  our  advance  guard  came 
up  with  their  rear  guard,  who  halted,  seemingly  in  doubt  whether  we 
were  friends  or  foes.  Taking  a Maynard  rifle,  I fired  at  them,  when 
they  rode  off  rapidly  to  their  column.  The  column  moved  up  the  hill 
and  formed  just  over  its  brow.  I ordered  up  the  head  of  my  column, 
telling  my  men  to  hold  their  fire  until  within  good  range.  The  enemy 
commenced  firing  from  the  time  we  were  within  200  yards  of  them. 
When  we  had  moved  120  yards  farther  I ordered  my  men  to  fire.  After 
three  rounds  I found  that  my  men  were  not  up  in  sufficient  numbers  to 
pursue  them  with  success,  and  as  they  showed  signs  of  fight,  I ordered 
the  advance  to  fall  back.  The  enemy  at  once  attempted  to  flank  our 
left,  and  moved  towards  us  and  appeared  greatly  animated,  sujtposing  we 
were  in  retreat.  They  had  moved  down  over  100  yards  and  seemed  to 
be  forming  for  a charge,  when,  the  remainder  of  my  men  coming  up,  I 
dismounted  a number  of  men  with  Sharp’s  carbines  and  Maynard  rifles 
to  act  as  sharpshooters ; ordered  a flank  movement  upon  the  part  of 
Major  Kelly  and  Colonel  Starnes  upon  the  right  and  left,  and  the  de- 
tachments from  the  companies  under  my  command,  still  mounted,  were 
ordered  to  charge  the  enemy’s  center. 

• The  men  sprang  to  the  charge  with  a shout,  while  the  undergrowth 
50  impeded  the  flankers  that  the  enemy,  broken  by  the  charge  and  per- 
3eiving  the  movement  on  their  flanks,  broke  in  utter  confusion,  and,  in 
5pite  of  the  efforts  of  a few  officers,  commenced  a disorderly  flight  at 
nil  speed,  in  which  tbe  officers  soon  joined.  We  pressed  closely  on  their 
^ear,  only  getting  an  occasional  shot,  until  we  reached  the  village  of 
Sacramento,  when,  the  best  mounted  men  of  my  companies  coming  up, 
here  commenced  a promiscuous  saber  slaughter  of  their  rear,  which  was 
continued  at  almost  full  speed  for  2 miles  beyond  the  village,  leaving 
heir  bleeding  and  wounded  strewn  along  the  whole  route.  At  this  point 
./aptain  Bacon,  and  but  a little  before  Captain  Burges,  were  run  through 
vith  saber  thrusts,  and  Captain  Davis  thrown  from  his  horse  and  sur- 
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rendered  as  my  prisoner,  his  shoulder  being  dislocated  by  the  fall.  The 
enemy,  without  officers,  threw  down  their  arms  and  depended  alone  upon 
the  speed  of  their  horses.  Those  of  my  men  whose  horses  were  able  to 
keep  up  found  no  difficulty  in  piercing  through  every  one  they  came  up 
with,  but  as  my  horses  were  almost  run  down  while  theirs  were  much 
fresher,  I deemed  it  best  to  call  off  the  chase,  for  such  it  had  become, 
leaving  many  wounded  men  hanging  to  their  saddles  to  prevent  their 
falling  from  their  horses.  Eeturning,  we  found  their  dead  and  wounded 
in  every  direction.  Those  who  were  able  to  be  moved  we  placed  in 
wagons.  Captains  Bacon  and  Burges  were  made  as  comfortable  as  we 
could,  and  applied  to  the  nearest  farm  house  to  take  care  of  them. 

There  were  killed  on  the  field  and  mortally  wounded,  who  have  since 
died,  about  65 ; wounded  and  taken  prisoners,  about  35,  making  their 
loss  about  100.  Among  their  killed  were  two  captains  and  three  lieu- 
tenants and  several  non-commissioned  officers. 

The  fight  occurred  in  the  woods ; the  run  was  principally  along  lanes. 

I have  the  pleasure  of  stating  that  Colonel  Starnes  and  Major  Kelly 
acted  in  the  most  noble  and  chivalrous  manner,  aud,  indeed,  I can  say 
that  Captain  Gould,  Captain  May,  Captain  Meriwether  (who  unfor- 
tunately fell  in  front  of  the  engagement),  Lieutenant  Crutcher,  in  com- 
mand of  Captain  Overtones  company ; Lieutenant  Kance,  left  in  command 
of  Captain  Hambrick’s  company ; Lieutenant  Cowan,  in  command  of 
Captain  Logaffis  company  (he  acting  as  surgeon  at  the  time),  and  Lieu- 
tenant Hampton,  in  command  of  Captain  Truett^s  [?]  company,  with  the 
men  under  their  respective  commands  are  deserving  praise  for  their 
conduct. 

Our  loss  was  Captain  Meriwether  and  Private  Terry,  of  Captain  Mc- 
Lemore^s  company,  killed,  and  3 privates  slightly  wounded;  2 from 
Captain  May’s  and  the  other  from  Captain  Hambrick’s.  j 

We  returned  to  Greenville  the  night  of  the  fight  (Saturday),  and  from  ! 
thence  started  to  camp,  and  arrived  last  night.  ] 

Before  closing  this  report  I most  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  j 
gallant  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Bailey,  of  Captain  Gould’s  company ; I 
Private  J.  W.  Eipley,  of  Captain  May’s  company,  and  Private  J.  M.  j 
Luxton,  also  of  Captain  May’s ; and  Private  D.  W.  Johnson,  of  Captain  | 
Logan’s  company,  and,  indeed,  many  others,  whose  horses  being  not  1 
quite  so  fast,  did  not  come  immediately  under  my  own  observation.  Capt. 
M.  D.  Logan  (who  was  acting  as  surgeon  on  that  occasion)  deserves 
praise  for  his  noble  conduct  throughout  the  engagement. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

EespectfuUy, 


K.  B.  FOEEEST, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Forrest  Regiment 


General  Charles  Clark,  0.  S.  A. 


DECEMBER  28-31,  1861. — Expedition  to  Camp  Beauregard  and  Viola,  Ky«|. 


Report  of  Brigadier- General  Lewis  Wallace,  U,  S.  Army. 

* 

Headquaetees  Second  Beigade  U.  S.  Foeces,  m 

Paducah,  Ky.,  January  1,  1862.*  I*; 

Sir  : Under  the  sanction  of  General  Smith,  given  on  the  night  of  th€  \ 
28th  of  December,  1861,  with  a detachment  consisting  of  130  men  from 
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the  Second  Illinois  Cavalry,  Companies  I and  C,  Regular  Cavalry,  and 
70  men  from  Thielemann^s  dragoons,  I left  Paducah  on  the  same  night, 
to  proceed  in  the  direction  of  Camp  Beauregar-d,  for  the  purpose  ot 
reconnoitering  that  camp,  gaining  information  as  to  the  strength  of  the 
enemy  and  their  whereabouts,  and  ascertaining  whether  or  not  re-enforce- 
ments had  left  Camp  Beauregard  for  Bowling  Green.  I also  understood 
that  I had  permission,  if  opportunity  afforded,  to  attack  and  cut  up  a 
certain  corps  oj  marauders  commanded  by  one  King. 

The  night  of  my  departure  I halted  at  Camp  Creek  and  rested  until  8 
o’clock  next  morning,  and,  proceeding  then,  stopped  a couple  of  hours 
at  Mayfield.  Not  getting  the  desired  information  there  I went  on 
towards  Camp  Beauregard  until  within  6 or  6J  miles  of  that  camp,  where 
the  enemy  appeared  to  have  an  outpost,  guarded  by  about  75  men,  who 
fied  helter-skelter  on  my  approach.  At  that  point  I found  a farmer  of 
undoubted  loyalty,  named  Gee,  from  whom  I obtained  forage  for  my 
horses,  and  the  information  that  all  the  troops  who  have  been  occupying 
Camp  Beauregard  for  some  months  past,  except  a battery  of  artillery 
and  King’s  marauders,  had  been  taken  to  Bowling  Green,  but  that  their 
places  had  been  supplied  by  three  or  four  regiments  of  what  is  called 
‘‘Sixty-days’  men,”  green  troops,  mostly  unarmed,  and  the  whole  with- 
out special  organization.  Satisfied  on  this  point,  I thought  it  prudent 
to  return,  and  as  there  was  no  water  for  my  cattle  (without  going  off  the 
road)  nearer  than  Viola,  I was  compelled  to  come  that  far  back  the  same 
night.  Accordingly  I bivouacked  there. 

About  daybreak  in  the  morning  (Monday)  one  of  my  pickets  galloped 
in  and  reported  a heavy  force  of  infantry  and  cavalry  upon  us  and  about  ‘ 
to  attack.  I crossed  Mayfield  Creek  immediately  and  in  good  order 
and  drew  up  on  the  opposite  bank  to  receive  the  attack,  but,  the  enemy 
hanging  fire,  I drew  off'  about  a mile  and  a half  on  the  Paducah  road 
and  fed  the  men  and  horses,  sent  Captain  Lyman  to  report  to  the  gen- 
eral, and,  with  his  permission,  bring  me  five  companies  of  infantry,  iu- 
tending  to  hold  the  Confederates  until  I heard  from  headquarters.  I 
then  returned  to  Viola  to  engage  them  in  a skirmish,  but  they  had  re- 
treated. I remained  there  for  orders,  which  did  not  reach  me  until  3 
o’clock  on  Tuesday  morning.  Expecting  the  return  of  the  enemy  on 
Monday  night,  I recrossed  the  creek  and  made  preparations  to  receive 
them.  Quite  a party  of  rebel  cavalry  appeared  early  in  the  morning, 
but  waited  only  to  get  a sight  of  my  men,  a portion  of  whom  I had  dis- 
mounted to  attack  them. 

Knowing  the  general’s  disinclination  to  hazard  any  of  his  command 
I was  exceedingly  cautious,  and  would  not  have  engaged  the  enemy  in 
a serious  fight  until  I was  certain  of  their  numbers.  I also  took  every 
possible  care  to  have  my  way  of  retreat  open,  for  which  ])urpose  I kept 
parties  in  continual  motion  to  and  from  Plumley’s  Station,  at  which 
point  I ordered  all  re-enforcements  dispatched  to  me  to  remain  for  orders. 
In  obedience  to  his  orders,  I returned  without  loss  of  time  to  Paducah 
on  Tuesday. 

Three  guides  whom  I had  mounted  on  Government  horses  were  foolish 
enough,  without  my  knowledge  or  consent,  to  sleep  outside  of  my  lines 
on  Sunday  night,  and,  while  barely  escaping  themselves,  lost  their  horses 
to  the  enemy.  On  Monday  morning  some  of  the  cavalry  whom  I had 
armed  with  rifles — ^borrowed,  a portion  from  the  Twenty-third  Indiana 
and  a portion  from  the  Eleventh  Indiana — carelessly  lost  or  threw  away 
some  of  those  arms  and  their  accouterments.  Circumstances  very 
shameful. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  my  command  behaved  excellently. 
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Excepting  one  piece  of  bacon,  not  an  article  of  property  belonging  to  a 
citizen  was  touched.  The  country  from  Viola  to  Mayfield,  and  partic- 
ularly from  Mayfield  to  Camp  Beauregard,  is  of  such  a character  as  to 
render  fighting  with  cavalry  almost  impossible.  It  is  one  long  stretch 
of  scrub-oak  and  dense  chaparral,  broken  now  and  then  by  a farm  or 
clearing.  On  account  of  the  scarcity  of  water  it  would  be  difficult  also 
to  march  a heavy  column  through. 

Very  respectfully, 

. LEW.  WALIrACE, 

General,  Seeond  Brigade, 

Oapt.  Thomas  J.  Newsham, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  TI.  8.  Forees,  Paducah. 


JANUARY  10-21,  1862. — Expedition  into  Kentucky  from  Cairo,  111. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  A.  McClernand,  TJ.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

Cairo,  III.,  January  24,  1862. 

Sir:  Being  in  temporary  command  of  this  district,  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  expedition  which  left  Cairo 
under  orders  to  penetrate  into  the  interior  of  Kentucky  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Columbus  and  towards  Mayfield  and  Camp  Beauregard: 

The  expedition  consisted  of  the  Tenth,  Eighteenth,  part  of  the  Twenty-  | 
seventh,  the  Twenty -ninth.  Thirtieth,  Thirty-first,  and  Forty-eighth  Regi-  ' 
ments  of  Infantry,  Schwartz^s  and  DresseFs  batteries  of  light  artillery, 
under  command  of  Captain  Schwartz,  chief  of  artillery;  Carmichael’s,  s 
O’Harnett’s,  and  Dollins’  companies  of  cavalry,  attached  to  regiments; 
Stewart’s  cavalry  company,  attached  to  my  brigade,  and  five  companies 
of  Col.  T.  Lyle  Dickey’s  Fourth  Cavalry  Eegiment,  numbering  3,992,  of  i 
cavalry  1,061,  and  of  artillery  139,  rank  and  file,  all  under  my  command, 
and  all  Illinois  volunteers  except  Schwartz’s  battery  of  light  artillery. 

The  cavalry,  which  had  crossed  the  river  and  encamped  at  Fort  Holt 
on  the  evening  of  the  9th,  marched  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  to  Fort  ' 
Jefferson,  Captain  Stewart,  with  his  company,  being  in  the  advance.  On  | 
arriving  he  detained  in  custody  all  persons  found  at  that  place,  and  j 
immediately  sent  forward  pickets  to  guard  the  pass  at  Elliott’s  Mill  and 
other  approaches  from  Columbus.  The  remainder  of  the  forces,  con-  ^ 
veyed  by  transports,  arrived  at  Fort  Jefferson  on  the  same  day  (10th)  and  » 
encamped,  awaiting  further  orders.  On  the  11th  I ordered  a reconnais-  ! 
sance  east  to  Blandville,  by  the  Hill  road,  8 miles;  thence  south,  on  the  ^ 
road  to  Columbus,  to  Weston’s,  5 miles,  and  returning  by  Elliott’s  Mill  ( 
to  Fort  Jefferson,  9 miles.  This  reconnaissance  was  made  by  Captain 
Stewart,  in  command  of  his  own  comiiany,  and  Company  B (Captain 
Collins),  of  the  Fourth  Cavalry.  Ko  armed  enemy  was  encountered,  but . 
captures  of  L.  T.  Polk  and  Daniel  Frazer,  supposed  to  be  couriers  from  ic 
Columbus,  were  made.  No  United  States  forces  having  previously 'I 
approached  so  near  Columbus,  the  inhabitants  uniformly  mistook  our  . 
cavalry  for  rebel  troops.  « 

On  the  12th  I ordered  a demonstration  to  be  made  in  the  direction  of  ■ 
Columbus  by  six  companies  of  cavalry,  commanded  by  Captain  Stewart, 
supported  by  the  Tenth  and  Eighteenth  Regiments  of  Infantry,  com- 
manded  respectively  by  Colonels  Morgan  and  Lawler.  The  infantry, 
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crossing  Mayfield  Creek  at  EllioWs  Mill,  took  position  there,  while  the 
cavalry  advanced  until  they  came  within  a mile  and  a half  of  the  enemy’s 
defenses,  driving  his  pickets  into  camp  and  bringing  away  several  pris- 
oners and  their  horses. . It  was  discovered  that  an  abatis  of  fallen  tim  • 
ber  a half  mile  in  width  surrounded  the  enemy’s  intreiichments.  The 
rigor  of  the  weather  and  the  non-api)earance  of  any  considerable  rebel 
force  led  to  the  belief  that  they  were  closely  collected  around  camp  fires 
within  their  intrenchments,  and  indisposed  to  take  the  field.  It  is 
bebeved  that  with  suitable  preparation  on  our  part  a favorable  time 
was  thus  afforded  for  successful  attack  and  the  capture  of  Columbus. 
From  this  near  approach  the  cavalry  returned  by  Puntney’s  Bend  and 
Elliott’s  Mill  to  Fort  Jefferson,  communicating  with  and  being  joined  by 
the  infantry  who  formed  their  support.  On  the  13th,  Lieut.  H.  C.  Free- 
man, engineer,  with  an  escort  of  cavalry,  explored  the  different  roads 
leading  from  Fort  Jefferson  to  Blandville,  and  selected  a strong  position 
for  an  encampment  a half  mile  south  of  Blandville,  on  the  road  to 
Columbus.  On  the  14th  the  whole  force,  preceded,  fianked,  and  fol- 
lowed by  strong  guards,  moved  in  two  columns  by  different  roads 
towards  Blandville,  and  encamped  in  such  a manner  as  to  command  the 
approaches  from  Columbus  by  both  bridges  across  Mayfield  Creek  in 
that  vicinity.  One  of  these  is  known  as  O’FTeal’s  Bridge  and  the  other 
as  Blandville  Bridge. 

The  distance  of  this  day’s  march  was  miles,  over  difficult  roads, 
covered  with  sleet.  To  prevent  surprise,  strong  mounted  pickets  were 
thrown  forward  toward  Columbus  and  to  the  bridge  across  Mayfield  Creek 
at  Hayworth’s  Mill,  3 miles  above  Blandville.  On  the  15th  we  advanced 
to  Weston’s,  the  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry  and  Hollins’  company,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCullough,  making  an  early  move- 
ment southwest  in  the  direction  of  Columbus,  and  repeating  a near 
approach  to  that  place,  while  Captain  Stewart,  with  his  company,  pushed 
a reconnaissance  8 miles,  quite  to  Milburn,  taking  the  town  by  surprise 
and  picking  up  a man  just  from  Columbus,  from  whom  he  derived  much 
valuable  information  respecting  the  condition  of  the  rebel  force  at  that 
])lace.  He  learned  from  this  source  that  our  demonstrations  towards 
Columbus  had  excited  much  alarm,  and  induced  the  enemy  to  call  iu 
his  forces  at  Jackson,  Beauregard,  New  Madrid,  and  other  places;  two 
Mississippi  regiments,  according  to  report,  having  burned  up  their  tents 
before  their  flight.  (Milburn  is  reproached  ^«s  a Union  town  by  the 
rebels.)  Joined  at  Weston’s  by  the  Seventh  Illinois,  Colonel  Cook,  our 
whole  force  encamped  for  the  night  in  line  of  battle  10  miles  from  Colum- 
bus, taking  a strong  position,  commanding  the  approaches  from  that 
place  by  two  roads  which  here  intersect  the  roads  leading  from  Puntney’s 
Bend  and  Elliott’s  Mill  to  Milburn  ; General  Paine’s  column,  following 
and  encamping  at  the  same  place,  during  the  next  day,  covered  our  rear, 
and  kept  open  communication  with  the  base  of  operations  at  Fort  Jef- 
ferson. 

Brigadier-General  Grant,  commanding  the  various  forces  in  the  field, 
came  up  with  us  at  this  point,  and  expressed  his  approval  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  disposition  of  the  forces  had  been  made.  To  prevent 
surprise,  strong  guards  were  again  thrown  forward.  At  7 o’clock  a.  m. 
on  the  16th  the  entire  column,  except  the  Seventh  Illinois  Volunteers, 
moved  forward  over  icy  roads  towards  Milburn,  a small  town  southeast 
from  Weston’s  and  8 miles  distant,  reaching  Milburn  about  12  m.  The 
head  of  the  column  passed  through  the  town  on  the  road  to  Mayfield 
about  2 miles  and  halted,  a portion  of  the  column  resting  in  the  town. 

Looking  to  the  object  of  the  expedition,  so  far  as  it  had  previously 
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been  explained  to  me,  I here  maneuvered  my  forces  so  as  to  leave  the 
enemy  in  doubt  whether  my  purpose  was  to  attack  Columbus,  march 
upon  Camp  Beauregard,  or  to  destroy  the  railroad  leading  from  Colum- 
bus to  Union  City,  and  to  awaken  apprehension  for  the  safety  of  each. 
While  the  rear  of  the  column  was  still  resting  in  Milburn  I countermarched 
the  portion  of  it  advanced  beyond  that  place,  taking  the  road  beyond 
Milburn  leading  north  to  Lovelaceville,  and  followed  in  proper  order  by 
the  rear  of  the  column,  pushed  on  some  4 miles  on  that  road,  and  en- 
camped. Giving  out  that  the  object  of  the  countermarch  was  to  encamp 
for  the  night  on  favorable  ground  near  water  in  tbe  vicinity  of  Milburn, 
the  latent  purpose  of  my  change  of  the  direction  of  my  march  was  com- 
pletely concealed.  In  the  mean  time,  to  increase  the  deception,  in  pur- 
suance of  my  order,  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCullough,  with  the  Fourth 
Cavalry,  made  a demonstration  some  5 miles  in  a westerly  direction  on 
the  road  from  Milburn  to  Columbus,  and  there  again  heard  that  Camp 
Beauregard  was  broken  up,  and  that  the  enemy  had  retired  within  his 
intrenchments  at  Columbus,  and  soon  after  I heard  that  he  had  destroyed 
the  railroad  bridge  across  the  Obion,  which,  if  true,  must  be  attributed 
to  fear  that  it  was  my  intention  to  seize  and  control  the  railroad  in  the 
rear  of  Columbus.  Sending  forward  Captain  Wemple,  with  his  company 
of  the  Fourth  Cavalry,  to  Mayfield,  I communicated  with  General  Smith, 
commanding  the  column  that  marched  from  Paducah,  placing  him  in 
possession  of  a dispatch  from  Brigadier-General  Grant,  and  giving  him 
information  of  the  report  that  Camp  Beauregard  had  been  abandoned. 
Captain  Wemple  and  his  command  joined  me  the  next  day. 

On  the  17th  our  whole  force  advanced  north  8 miles  to  Lovelaceville, 
throwing  forward  strong  pickets  to  guard  the  approach  from  Columbus 
by  Hayworth’s  Bridge.  On  the  ISth  my  command  was  marched  in  two 
columns  by  different  roads  in  a westerly  direction,  and  encamped  for 
the  night  about  a mile  from  Blandville,  except  the  Twenty-ninth  Eegi- 
ment  and  part  of  the  baggage  train,  which,  in  consequence  of  the  heavy 
rains  of  the  previous  night  and  the  miry  roads,  were  unable  to  come  up. 
Biding  back,  I disposed  of  the  regiment  and  train  so  as  to  secure  them 
against  danger.  On  the  19th  the  Twenty -ninth  and  the  remainder  of  the 
train  came  up,  the  march  of  the  former  continuing  as  far  as  O^NTeal’s 
Mill,  before  mentioned,  where,  with  a section  of  Schwartz’s  battery,  they 
encamped  for  the  night,  disposing  the  force  so  as  to  command  the  ap- 
jrroach  from  Columbus  by  the  bridge  at  that  place.  During  the  same 
day  I also  sent  forward  the  Tenth  Eegiment  and  another  section  of 
Schwartz’s  battery  to  occupy  another  approach  from  Columbus  by  the 
Blandville  Bridge.  These  dispositions  were  made  anticipatory  of  an 
advance  by  the  enemy,  of  which  I had  heard  a report,  and  still  lurther 
to  insure  our  safety  I placed  strong  pickets  above,  at  Hayworth’s  Bridge, 
instructing  the  officer  in  command  to  remove  some  of  its  plank  so  as  to 
render  it  temporarily  impassable. 

Admonished  by  the  reported  advance  of  the  enemy  and  the  exposure  I 
of  my  left  flank  for  its  whole  length  during  the  march  of  the  next  day,  > 
I dispatched  a courier  during  the  night  of  the  19th  to  communicate  with  j 
our  forces  at  Fort  Jefferson,  and  to  suggest  that  the  pass  at  Elliott’s  \ 
Mill  should  be  occupied  by  an  adequate  force  to  prevent  my  return  to  j 
Fort  Jefferson  from  being  cut  off’.  The  courier  returned  with  a message  j 
from  Colonel  Marsh,  commanding  the  Twentieth  Illinois,  informing  mel 
that  all  our  forces  except  mine  and  his  own  had  embarked  for  Cairo,  w 
but  that  he  would  remain  and  hold  the  pass  until  I came  up,  unless^ 
otherwise  ordered.  8 

At  7 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  the  main  body  of  my  forces* 
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moved  forward  on  the  direct  road  to  Fort  Jefferson.  The  Twenty-ninth, 
with  a section  of  Schwartz’s  battery,  and  the  Tenth,  with  another  section 
of  the  same  battery,  after  having  rendered  the  bridges  near  their  en- 
campments impassable,  falling  in  the  rear  of  the  column,  moved  on  with 
it  to  Fort  Jefferson.  During  the  exposure  of  this  day’s  march,  which 
was  considered  eminently  critical,  the  column  was  guarded  against  sur- 
prise by  strong  guards  of  cavalry  and  infantry  moving  in  front,  rear, 
and  on  the  left  flank.  The  Eighteenth  and  Thirty-first  Eegiments, 
together  with  three  pieces  of  Dresser’s  artillery,  having  arrived  at  Fort 
Jefferson  by  1 o’clock  j).  m.,  were  immediately  embarked  for  Cairo,  the 
remainder  of  the  column  following  the  next  day  to  the  same  place. 

The  unavoidable  deficiency  of  transportation  with  which  my  command 
set  out,  aggravated  by  the  bad  condition  of  the  roads,  prevented  me 
from  taking,  on  leaving  Cairo,  the  five  days’  supply  of  rations  and  for- 
age directed  by  the  commanding  officer  of  this  district;  hence  the  neces- 
sity of  an  early  resort  to  other  sources  of  supply.  None  other  presented 
but  to  quarter  upon  the  enemy  or  to  purchase  from  loyal  citizens.  I 
accordingly  resorted  to  both  expedients  as  I had  opportunity.  In  some 
cases  finding  live  stock,  provisions,  forage,  &c.,  the  owners  of  which  had 
abandoned  it  and  gone  into  the  rebel  army,  I took  and  appropriated  it 
to  the  uses  of  the  Dnited  States  without  hesitation.  In  other  cases  I 
purchased  from  loyal  citizens  such  supplies  as  were  indispensable,  and 
caused  certificates  to  be  issued,  charging  the  Government  for  the  fair 
value  of  the  articles  thus  obtained.  By  these  means  of  supply,  resorted 
to  from  necessities  of  the  case,  substantial  economy  was  practiced  in 
saving  to  the  Government  in  supplies  and  transportation  more  than 
their  full  value  for  the  five  days  named. 

The  reconnaissance  thus  made  completed  a march  of  140  miles  by  the 
cavalry  and  75  miles  b^’  the  infantry  over  icy  or  miry  roads  during  a 
most  inclement  season,  and  has  led  to  the  discovery  of  several  impor- 
tant roads  which  did  not  apiieaf  upon  our  maps.  It  has  also  disclosed 
the  fact  that,  with  proper  crossings  of  Mayfield  Creek  at  Elliott’s  and 
O’Neal’s  Mills,  also  immediately  south  of  Blandville,  and  still  above  at 
Hayworth’s  Mill,  no  serious  obstacle  will  intervene  to  prevent  an  army 
marching  in  several  divisions  by  different  routes  upon  Columbus ; and, 
while  this  is  true,  it  is  also  worthy  of  mention  that  Mayfield  Creek 
affords  a strong  natural  barrier  against  any  advance  of  the  enemy  upon 
a force  taking  position  behind  it.  Besides  the  immediate  object  of  so 
formidable  a demonstration,  other  beneficial  results,  perhaps  of  little 
less  importance,  have  flowed  from  it.  Without  doubt  it  has  exploded 
many  false  reports  studiously  and  sedulously  circulated  by  the  enemy 
to  our  detriment.  It  has  forcibly  and  deeply  impressed  the  inhabitants 
of  the  district  through  which  we  passed  with  the  superiority  of  our  mil- 
itary preparations  and  of  our  ultimate  ability  to  conquer  the  rebellion. 
It  inspired  hope  among  many  loyal  citizens,  who  hailed  us  as  deliver- 
ers, whom  I regret  our  unexpected  withdrawal  will  probably  leave  vic- 
tims of  rebel  persecution  and  proscription.  This  consideration,  with 
others  having  great  weight  with  me,  prompts  me  in  conclusion  to  pre- 
sume upon  your  indulgence  so  far  as  to  urgently  recommend  a renewed 
advance  of  our  forces,  if  not  immediately  upon  Columbus,  at  least  so 
far  as  to  regain  the  ground  we  recently  occupied.  Landing  a floating 
depot  at  Puntney’s  Bend,  under  protection  of  our  gunboats,  from  which 
to  draw  supplies,  and  reoccupying  Milburn  and  the  crossings  at  West- 
on’s, with  adequate  forces  threatening  the  railroad  back  of  Columbus, 
und  co-operating  with  our  gunboats  and  such  other  force  as  had  seized 
New  Madrid,  it  would  be  placed  within  our  power  in  a large  measure  to 
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cut  off  the  enemy’s  supjhies,  and  thus  force  him  to  surrender  or  come 
out  from  his  defenses  and  give  us  battle  at  his  disadvantage. 

Although  disappointed  by  the  recall  from  their  advance,  I am  happy 
to  state  that  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  from  first  to  last 
performed  the  duties  incident  to  the  expedition  with  ability,  fidelity, 
and  rare  patience  under  the  most  trying  circumstances,  and  whether 
the  plan  mentioned  or  that  of  a direct  attack  upon  Columbus  be  adopted, 
they  earnestly  ask  to  be  allowed  to  share  in  its  execution. 

Inclosed  herewith  you  will  find  maps  and  drawings  furnished  by  Lieut. 
H.  C.  Freeman,  detached  as  engineer  of  my  command  by  Colonel  Web- 
ster, chief  engineer  of  this  military  district,  which  illustrate  the  route  of 
our  march,  the  forms  and  places  of  our  encampments,  and  the  relations 
of  a number  of  important  roads  and  towns.* 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  McCLERNAND, 
Brigadier-General^  Commanding  District  of  Cairo, 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Commanding  Department  of  Missouri. 


JANUARY  15-25,  1862. — Reconnaissance  from  Paducah,  Ky.,  to  Fort  Henry, 

Tennessee. 

RKFOR-XS. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  Charles  F.  Smith,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  Lloyd  Tilghman,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1.. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  F.  Smithy  TJ,  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces,  • 

Paducah^  Ky.,  January  27,  1862. 

Sir  : On  the  25th  instant  I briefly  reported  my  return  on  that  day. 
The  distance  from  Callaway  to  Aurora  is  by  water  about  3 miles,  by 
land  6.  From  the  latter  place  to  this  it  is  40  miles  j a good  road  even 
at  this  period  of  the  year,  but  destitute  of  water,  except  in  the  rainy 
season.  We  accomplished  the  march  (46  miles)  in  three  daj^s,  an  aver- 
age of  15  miles  per  day.  This  is  the  State  road,  but  is  not  marked  on 
any  map  I have  seen.  It  is  generally  on  a ridge  of  clay  and  gravel, 
and  is  called  the  Eidge  road.  Its  course  is  nearly  straight  from  Aurora 
to  Paducah,  at  no  point  farther  than  10  miles  from  the  river. 

My  reports  of  the  — and  — instant*  will  give  all  the  necessary  infor- 
mation about  the  march,  except  on  one  point,  outrages  committed  by 
the  men  in  killing  hogs  and  poultry;  this,  despite  every  precaution 
taken  by  myself  and  brigade  and  regimental  commanders.  Horses  even  _ 
were  attempted  to  be  carried  off.  Some  men  are  in  arrest  for  such  | 
offenses,  whom  I shall  bring  before  a proper  tribunal  for  trial.  The  rea- 1 
son  for  this  is,  in  my  belief,  that  the  company  officers  have  not  done  7 
their  duty.  They  will  not  see,  if  they  do  not  in  fact  encourage,  this 
misconduct. 

The  general  will  pardon  me  if  I venture  to  make  a suggestion  in  ref-  . 
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erence  to  the  future.  I know  nothing  about  the  course  of  operations  to 
be  pursued,  but  if  Union  Cit3’  (which  I have  always  thought  to  be  a 
strong  strategic  point)  is  to  be  occupied,  the  most  feasible  means  of 
supplying  our  troops  there  at  this  period  of  the  year  is  from  here  by 
rail  to  the  State  line.  Place  good  engines  and  wood  cars  on  our  road, 
repair  the  road  as  we  go,  and  guard  whole  line  with  a strong  force. 
The  distance  from  the  end  of  the  railway  to  the  Columbus  road  is  but 
8 miles  to  be  marched,  or  we  can  march  the  35  miles  to  Union  City  from 
the  terminus  of  the  road.  I speak  of  this  on  account  of  the  extreme 
diflaculty  of  sending  wagon  trains  for  a large  force  at  this  period  of  the 
year. 

I send  herewith  a rather  meager  itinerary  of  the  march. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  F.  SMITH, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 

The  Assistant  Adjutant-Ueneral, 

Headquarters  District  of  Cairo^  Cairo,  111. 


Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

PadMcali,  Ky.,  January  28, 1862. 

Sir:  I transmit  herewith  an  itinerary  of  the  recent  march  of  this 
command,  which  ought  to  have  accompanied  my  report  of  yesterday.  I 
spoke  of  the  march  from  Fulton — the  terminus  of  the  railway  from  this 
place  to  the  State  line — to  Union  City  as  35  miles.  It  is  only  11  miles. 
From  Fulton  to  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Eailway  by  the  State  line  is  8 
miles.  It  is  the  same  distance  from  Fulton  to  the  Nashville  and  North- 
western Eailway. 

See  accompanying  sketch.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  F.  SMITH, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  District  of  Cairo,  Cairo,  HI. 

[Inclosnre.] 

Journal  of  the  march  of  the  First  and  Second  Brigades  of  the  United 
States  forces  from  Paducah,  Ky.,  to  Callaway,  on  the  Tennessee  River, 
and  hade. 

####### 
January  21. — Eoad  towards  Callaway  bad  j Callawa^^ — a small  place 
of  three  or  four  houses  and  one  miU,  not  running  now — has  got  a poor 
landing  place.  We  found  here  the  gunboat  Lexington  and  the  steamer 
Wilson,  with  forage  and  imovisions.  The  gunboat  Lexington  went  up 
river  towards  Fort  Henry  j chased  a small  rebel  gunboat  with  two  12- 
pounder  rifled  guns,  but  the  rebel  escaped ; then  threw  twelve  shells 
into  Fort  Henry.  During  the'  night,  frost.  Four  miles  north  is  Aurora, 
a small  place,  with  a landing  and  ferry  on  the  Tennessee  Eiver. 

January  22. — Brigadier-general  commanding,  C.  F.  Smith,  Brigade 
Surgeon  Dr.  Hewitt,  and  Capt.  John  Eziha  went  up  the  river  on  the 
gunboat  Lexington  to  reconnoiter  Fort  Henry.  When  our  gunboat 


^ Omitted  as  unimportant. 
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reached  the  south  point  of  the  island,  next  to  Fort  Henry,  we  could  see 
two  rebel  steamers  depart  in  great  haste.  We  shelled  Fort  Henry,  and 
the  fort  returned  our  fire  with  one  shot,  which  must  have  been  a 32- 
pounder  rifled  gun.  The  north  side  of  the  fort  is  a crSmailUre  line, 
mounting  four  32-pounders.  The  three  other  sides  are  rectangular, 
mounting  two  64  and  two  24  pounders.  In  front  cremaillere  line  is,  I 
should  judge,  a redan  commenced.  South  of  the  fort  is  a large  camp. 
East  of  the  fort  is  one  regiment  encamped.  From  Fort  Henry  to  Fort 
Donelson,  on  the  Cumberland  Eiver,  12  miles ; connected  by  a good 
road.  On  the  west  side  of  the  Tennessee  Eiver,  opposite  the  fort,  two 
hills,  about  90  feet  above  river.  Fort  Henry  is  strongly  built,  and  I be- 
lieve well  garrisoned.  All  around  the  fort  abatis,  from  head  of  island 
to  the  fort,  two  miles  and  a half. 

♦ * * * # * # 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHE  EZIHA, 

Captain,  Nineteenth  Infantry,  U.  S.  Army, 


No,  2. 

Reports  of  Brig,  Gen,  Lloyd  Tilghman,  G,  S.  Army, 

Fort  Donelson,  January  18,  1862—8  a.  m. 
AU  quiet  this  morning ; 2,000  infantry  and  200  cavalry  have  landed 
at  EggneFs  Ferry  and  encamped  6 miles  out  on  road  to  Murray.  Have 
15  wagons.  Their  object,  I think,  is  our  railroad  at  Paris. 

Gunboats  below  us  have  retired  again,  with  transports.  All  quiet  at 
Dover. 

TILGHMANT. 

General  Polk. 


Fort  Donelson,  January  18, 1862 — 11  p.  m. 

A second  courier  from  Henry,  4 o’clock,  brings  further  particulars  of 
enemy’s  position.  About  same.  Will  try  and  destroy  Wood’s  Creek 
Bridge ; it  will  impede  them.  I shall  draw  600  men  from  here.  Every- 
thing quiet  here.  Am  destroying  ferry-boats  below.  Ten-inch  gun 
mounted  at  Henry  at  4 p.  m. ; another,  32,  will  be  by  12  m.  Shall  return 
to  Henry  at  3 a.  m.  and  lose  no  time. 

TILGHMAK 

General  Polk. 


Fort  Henry,  January  19, 1862. 

[C.  F.]  Smith  is  at  Murray  with,  I think,  7,500  men,  including  1,000 
cavalry  and  twelve  field  pieces, ' I have  possession  of  the  hill  and  am 
fortifying  hard.  Can  make  it  strong,  if  time  is  allowed.  One  Alabama 
company  of  cavalry  came  to-night;  send  back  boat  for  the  others. 
Have  moved  600  men  and  three  pieces  field  artillery  from  Donelson 
here.  Await  anxiously  to  know  about  re -enforcements.  I must  and 
will  hold  the  hill,  if  I can.  Men  behave  well. 

LLOYD  TILGHMAE, 
Brigadier-General,  C,  S.  Army,  Commanding, 
Col.  W.  W.  Mackall, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Bowling  Green,  Ky, 
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Fort  Henry,  January  21,  1862—6  p.  m. 

Scout  informs  me  that  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  made  only  a feint, 
and  sent  1,000  only  to  Highland.  Main  body  returned  to  near  Murray, 
former  position.  Messenger  from  near  Murray  reports  proceeding  be- 
yond Murray  west.  Works  progressing  well  on  south  side.  I do  not 
feel  satisfied  about  effect  of  high  water  on  earthworks  at  Henry.  Say 
to  Gilmer  gunboat  up  at  4 o’clock  p.  m.  opened  on  us.  No  harm  done. 
I did  not  reply. 

TILGHMAN. 

General  Polk. 


Fort  Henry,  January  21, 1862—11  p.  m. 
Captain  Milton’s  cavalry  just  in.  Has  been  on  rear  of  Smith’s  column. 
Smith  tacked  about  at  dark  last  night,  and  is  now  within  9 miles  of 
Highland  with  whole  force.  He  must  cross  river  at  that  point,  and  has 
good  road  to  Donelson  and  Henry.  He  will  attack  one  or  both. 

TILGHMAN. 

General  Polk. 


Fort  Henry,  January  23, 1862—10.30  p.  m. 

Scout  from  rear  of  enemy’s  column  reports  its  movements  down  river 
to  Eggner’s  Ferry,  5 miles  below.  Movement  commenced  at  early 
hour 5 rear  passed  scout  at  1 p.  m.  Nothing  yet  to  base  confidence  on 
as  to  intention  of  enemy.  Have  started  950  cavalry  and  some  artillery 
to  harass  rear.  Progressing  with  outworks  on  this  side.  Shall  resume 
work  in  thirty  hours  on  south  side  river.  Enemy’s  force  5,500. 

TILGHMAN. 

General  Polk. 


Fort  Henry,  January  25,  1862—3  p.  m. 

Courier  in  from  Colonel  Miller’s  command.  Miller  could  not  come  ui3 
with  the  enemy.  The  Federals  made  forced  marches  j their  advance 
was  within  12  miles  of  Paducah  this  morning  at  6 o’clock.  Our  troops 
halted  11  miles  from  enemy’s  rear,  and  determined  to  return  to  Fort 
Henry. 

TILGHMAN. 

General  Polk. 


JANUARY  19,  1862. — Engagement  at  Logan’s  Cross-Roads,  on  Fishing 
Creek,  near  Mill  Springs,  Ky. 

REFOE-XS,  EXC. 

Gen.  Don  Carlos  Buell,  U.  S.  Array,  commanding  Department  of  the 
Ohio,  with  instructions  to  Brigadier-General  Thomas,  and  congratulatory 
orders. 

No.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  division,  with  con 
gratulatory  orders. 

No.  3. — Col.  Mahlon  D.  Manson,  Tenth  Indiana  Infantry,  commanding  Second 
Brigade. 

N®*  4. — Col.  Speed  S.  Fry,  Fourth  Kentucky  Infantry. 
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No.  5. — Col.  John  M.  Harlan,  Tenth  Kentucky  Infantry. 

No.  6. — Lieut.  Col.  William  C.  Kise,  Tenth  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  7. — Col.  Robert  L.  McCook,  Ninth  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding  Third  Brigade. 
No.  8. — Col.  Horatio  P.  Van  Cleve,  Second  Minnesota  Infantry. 

No.  9. — Lieut.  George  H.  Harries,  Adjutant  Ninth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  10. — Col.  Samuel  P.  Carter,  commanding  Twelfth  Brigade. 

No.  11. — Col.  William  A.  Hoskins,  Twelfth  Kentucky  Infantry. 

No.  12. — Col.  Frank  Wolford,  First  Kentucky  Cavalry. 

No.  13. — Capt.  William  E.  Standart,  Battery  B,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery. 

No.  14. — Capt.  Dennis  Kenny,  jr..  Battery  C,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery. 

No.  15. — Congratulatory  order  from  the  President. 

No.  16. — Gen.  A.  Sidney  Johnston,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Western  Department, 
No.  17. — Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  Crittenden,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  division. 

No.  18. — Brig.  Gen.  William  H.  Carroll,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Brigade. 

No.  19. — Maj.  Horace  Rice,  Twenty-ninth  Tennessee  Infantry  (Confederate). 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Don  Carlos  Buell.,  IT.  S.  Army,  commanding  Depart- 
ment of  the  Ohio,  with  instructions  to  Brigadier- General  Thomas,  and 
congratulatory  orders. 

* Louisville,  January  20,  1802. 

By  telegraphic  dispatches  from  the  command  of  General  G.  H. 
Thomas,  whom. I had  ordered  to  form  a junction  with  General  Schoepf 
at  Somerset  and  attack  Zollicoffer,  I have  information  that  General 
Thomas  was  attacked  by  Zollicoffer’s  forces  at  6 o’clock  yesterday 
morning,  some  8 miles  west  of  Somerset.  He  repulsed  the  enemy  hand- 
somely and  drove  him  into  his  intrenchments  at  Mill  Springs,  capturing- 
one  piece  of  artillery  and  four  caissons.  The  enemy  left  200  killed  and 
wounded  on  •the  held.  Among  the  killed  are  Zollicoffer  and  Bailie 
Peyton.  The  difficulty  of  supplying  even  General  Thomas’  force  in  the 
present  condition  of  the  roads,  and  with  our  limited  amount  of  trans- 
portation, is  almost  insurmountable.  He  has  been  on  half  rations  for 
some  days. 

H.  C.  BUELL, 
Brigadier-  Genera  I . 

Major-General  McClellan. 


Louisville,  January  22,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan, 

Commanding  IT.  S.  Army : 

The  following  [dated  21st  instant]  just  received  from  General  Thomas : 

The  rout  of  the  enemy  was  complete.  After  succeeding  in  getting  two  pieces  of 
artillery  across  the  river  and  Tipwards  of  fifty  wagons  they  were  abandoned,  with 
all  the  ammunition  in  depot  at  Mill  Springs.  They  then  threw  away  their  arms  and 
dispersed  through  the  mountain  by-ways  in  direction  of  Monticello,  but  are  so  com- 
pletely demoralized  that  I don’t  believe  they  will  make  a stand  short  of  Tennessee. 
I will  forward  Schoepf’s  brigade  to  Monticello  at  once  if  you  desire  it.  Monticello  is 
one  of  the  strongest  positions  on  the  borders  of  Tennessee.  The  property  captured 
on  this  river  is  of  great  value,  amounting  to  eight  6-pounders  and  two  Parrott  guns, 
with  caissons  filled  with  ammunition ; about  100  four-horse  wagons  and  upwards  of 
1,200  horses  and  mules ; several  boxes  of  arms,  which  have  never  been  opened,  and 
from  500  to  1,000  muskets,  mostly  flint-locks,  but  in  good  order ; subsistence  stores 
enough  to  serve  the  entire  command  for  three  days  ; also  a large  amount  cf  hospital 
stores.  As  soon  as  I receive  report  of  brigade  commanders  will  furnish  a detailed  re- 
port of  the  battle.  Our  loss  was  39  killed  and  127  wounded.  Among  the  wounded 
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were  Colonel  McCook,  of  theNintli  Ohio,  commanding  brigade,  and  his  aide.  Lieuten- 
ant Burt,  Eighteenth  U.  S.  Infantry.  The  loss  of  the  rebels  was  Zollicofier  and  114 
others  killed  and  buried,  116  wounded,  and  45  prisoners  not  wounded,  5 of  whom  are 
surgeons,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carter,  Twentieth  Tennessee  Regiment. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville^  Ky.,  February  9,  1862. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  General  Thomas’  report  of  the 
battle  of  Mill  Springs,  and  to  commend  the  services  of  his  troops  to  the 
approbation  of  the  General-in-Ohief  for  their  fortitude  under  discomforts 
and  difficulties  and  their  gallantry  in  battle.  The  question  of  rewards 
to  meritorious  persons  will  naturally  present  itself  in  this  connection. 
It  is  one  which  will  require  to  be  treated  with  very  great  caution.  It  is 
one  which  produces  jealousies  and  dissatisfaction  in  a regular  army,  and, 
composed  as  ours  is,  may  lead  to  a most  injurious  condition  of  things. 
I would  suggest  that  rewards  for  services  in  battle  be  conferred  exclu- 
sively by  brevets,  leaving  the  full  promotion  (to  the  grade  of  brigadier) 
to  flow  exclusively  from  fitness  for  the  office  as  shown  by  service. 
The  advantage  of  this  rule,  in  fact  the  necessity  for  it,  is,  I think, 
obvious. 

I commend  the  general  in  command  for  the  fidelity  and  ability  with 
which  he  executed  my  instructions. 

I would  call  attention  to  the  following  brigade  and  regimental  com- 
manders who  were  actively  engaged  in  the  battle: 

Col.  E.  L.  McCook,  Ninth  Ohio,  commanded  the  Third  Brigade.  He 
was  distinguished  for  efficiency  and  gallantry  on  the  field,  and,  though 
severely  wounded  early  in  the  action,  continued  in  his  Command  until 
the  engagement  closed. 

Col.  M.  D.  Manson,  Tenth  Indiana,  commanded  the  Second  Brigade, 
and  behaved  gallantly  on  the  field. 

Col.  S.  S.  Fry  commanded  the  Fourth  Eegiment  Kentucky  Yolun- 
teers,  was  wounded,  and  was  distinguished  for  gallantry  and  efficiency 
on  the  field. 

Colonel  Yan  Cleve  commanded  the  Second  Eegiment  Minnesota 
Yolunteers,  and  was  distinguished  for  gallantry  and  efficiency  on  the 
field. 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Kise  commanded  the  Tenth  Eegiment  Indiana 
Yolunteers,  and  was  distinguished  for  gallantry  and  efficiency  on  the 
field. 

Major  Kammerling  commanded  the  Ninth  Eegiment  Ohio  Yolunteers, 
and  was  distinguished  for  gallantry  and  efficiency  on  the  field. 

For  the  part  taken  in  the  action  by  the  different  regiments  and  bat- 
teries and  the  subordinate  officers  I would  refer  to  the  report  of  Gen- 
eral Thomas  and  the  officers  in  command  under  him. 

No  other  reports  in  relation  to  the  battle  have  been  received. 

A box  of  captured  flags  will  be  forwarded  by  express. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 

Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General.,  Washington,  B.  C. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville^  Ky.,  December  29,  1861. 

General  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

General  : I send  yon  a sketch*  of  the  country  about  Somerset,  which 
gives  more  information  in  regard  to  roads  than  your  map.  We  con- 
versed about  the  advance  upon  Zollicoffer  through  Columbia,  and  if  you 
remember  my  idea  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  anything  on  this  subject. 
It  is  for  you  to  move  upon  his  left  and  endeavor  to  cut  him  oft*  from  his 
bridge,  while  Schoepf,  with  whom,  of  course,  you  must  communicate, 
attacks  him  in  front.  The  map  will  indicate  the  proper  moves  for  that 
object.  The  result  ought  to  be  at  least  a severe  blow  to  him  or  a hasty 
flight  across  the  river.  But  to  effect  the  former  the  movement  should 
be  made  rapidly  and  secretly  and  the  blow  should  be  vigorous  and 
decided.  There  should  be  no  delay  after  you  arrive.  It  would  be  better 
not  to  have  been  undertaken  if  it  should  result  in  confining  an  addi- 
tional force  merely  to  watching  the  enemy.  The  details  of  the  opera- 
tions must  be  left  to  your  judgment  from  the  in  formation. you  gather 
and  your  observations  on  the  ground.  Take  such  portion  ot  the  cavalry 
from  Columbia  as  you  think  necessary.  Draw  all  the  supplies  you  can 
from  the  country,  and  move  as  light  as  possible. 

Having  accomplished  the  object,  be  ready  to  move  promptly  in  any 
direction,  but  wait  until  you  hear  from  me,  unless  circumstances  should 
require  you  to  act  without  delay,  as  I may  want  you  to  proceed  from 
there  to  the  other  matter  about  which  we  have  conversed. 

Eeport  frequently. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Ho.  4&.  1 Louisville^  Ky.,  January  23,  1862. 

The  general  commanding  has  the  gratification  of  announcing  the 
achievement  of  an  important}  victory,  on  the  19th  instant,  at  Mill  Springs, 
by  the  troops  under  General  Thomas,  over  the  rebel  forces,  some  12,000 
strong,  under  General  George  B.  Crittenden  and  General  Zollicoff'er. 

The  defeat  of  the  enemy  was  thorough  and  complete,  and  his  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded  was  great.  Night  alone,  under  cover  of  which  his 
troops  crossed  the  river  from  their  intrenched  camp  and  dispersed,  pre- 
vented the  capture  of  his  entire  force.  Fourteen  or  more  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, some  1,500  horses  and  mules,  his  entire  camp  equipage,  together 
with  wagons,  arms,  ammunition,  and  other  stores  to  a large  amount, 
fell  into  our  hands. 

The  general  has  been  charged  by  the  General-in-Chief  to  convey  his 
thanks  to  General  Thomas  and  his  troops  for  their  brilliant  victory.  No 
task  could  be  more  grateful  to  him,  seconded  as  it  is  by  his  own  cordial 
approbation  of  their  conduct. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Buell : 

JAMES  B.  FKY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General j Chief  of  Staff, 


To  appear  in  Atlas. 
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Reports  of  Brig,  Gen,  George  H,  Thomas^  TJ,  S.  Army,  commanding  divis- 
ion, with  congratulatory  orders, 

Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Department  op  the  Ohio, 

Somerset,  Ky,,  January  31,  1862. 

Captain  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  carrying  out  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  general  commanding  the  department,  contained  in  his  com- 
munication of  the  29th  of  December,  I reached  Logan’s  Cross-Eoads, 
about  10  miles  north  of  the  intrenched  camp  of  the  enemy  on  the  Cum- 
berland Eiver,  on  the  17th  instant,  with  a portion  of  the  Second  and 
Third  Brigades,  Kenny’s  battery  of  artillery,  and  a battalion  of  Wol- 
ford’s cavalry.  The  Fourth  and  Tenth  Kentucky,  Fourteenth  Ohio,  and 
the  Eighteenth  TJ,  S.  Infantry  being  still  in  rear,  detained  by  the  almost 
impassable  condition  of  the  roads,  I determined  to  halt  at  this  point,  to 
await  their  arrival  and  to  communicate  with  General  Schoepf. 

The  Tenth  Indiana,  Wolford’s  cavalry,  and  Kenny’s  battery  took  posi- 
tion on  the  road  leading  to  the  enemy’s  camp.  The  Ninth  Ohio  and 
Second  Minnesota  (part  of  Colonel  McCook’s  brigade)  encamped  three- 
fourths  of  a mile  to  the  right,  on  the  Koberts  post-road.  Strong  pickets 
were  thrown  out  in  the  d&ection  of  the  enemy  beyond  where  the  Somer- 
set and  Mill  Springs  road  comes  into  the  main  road  from  my  camp  to  MiU 
Springs,  and  a picket  of  cavalry  some  distance  in  advance  of  the  infantry. 

General  Schoepf  visited  me  on  the  day  of  my  arrival,  and,  after  con- 
sultation, I directed  him  to  send  to  my  camiJ  Standart’s  battery,  the 
Twelfth  Kentucky,  and  the  First  and  Second  Tennessee  Eegiments,  to 
remain  until  the  arrival  of  the  regiments  in  rear. 

Having  received  information  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  that  a large 
train  of  wagons  with  its  escort  were  encamped  on  the  Eoberts  post  and 
Danville  road,  about  6 miles  from  Colonel  Steedman’s  camp,  I sent  an 
order  to  him  to  send  his  wagons  forward  under  a strong  guard,  and  to 
march  with  his  regiment  (the  Fourteenth  Ohio)  and  the  Tenth  Ken- 
tucky (Colonel  Harlan),  with  one  day’s  rations  in  their  haversacks,  to  the 
point  where  the  enemy  were  said  to  be  encamped,  and  either  capture  or 
disperse  them. 

Nothing  of  importance  occurred  from  the  time  of  our  arrival  until  the 
morning  of  the  19th,  except  a picket  skirmish  on  the  night  of  the  17th. 
The  Fourth  Kentucky,  the  battalion  of  Michigan  Engineers,  and  Wet- 
more’s  battery  joined  on  the  18th. 

About  6.30  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  the  pickets  from  Wol- 
ford’s cavalry  encountered  the  enemy  advancing  on  our  camp,  retired 
slowly,  and  reported  their  advance  to  Col.  M.  D.  Manson,  commanding 
the  Second  Brigade.  He  immediately  formed  his  regiment  (the  Tenth 
Indiana)  and  took  a position  on  the  road  to  await  the  attack,  ordering 
the  Fourth  Kentucky  (Col.  S.  S.  Fry)  to  support  him,  and  then  informed 
me  in  person  that  the  enemy  were  advancing  in  force  and  what  disposi- 
tion he  had  made  to  resist  them.  I directed  him  to  join  his  brigade  im- 
mediately and  hold  the  enemy  in  check  until  I could  order  up  the  other 
troops,  which  were  ordered  to  form  immediately  and  were  marching  to 
the  field  in  ten  minutes  afterwards.  The  battalion  of  Michigan  Engi- 
neers and  Company  A,  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  (Captain  Greenwood),  were 
ordered  to  remain  as  guard  to  the  camp. 

Upon  my  arrival  on  the  field  soon  afterwards  I found  the  Tenth  Indi- 
ana formed  in  front  of  their  encampment,  apparently  awaiting  orders, 
and  ordered  them  tbrward  to  the  support  of  theFonrtli  Kentucky,  wliich 
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was  the  only  entire  regiment  then  engaged.  I then  rode  forward  myself 
to  see  the  enemy^s  position,  so  that  1 could  determine  what  disposition  to 
make  of  my  troops  as  they  arrived.  On  reaching  the  position  held  by 
the  Fourth  Kentucky,  Tenth  Indiana,  and  Wolford’s  cavalry,  at  a point 
where  the  roads  fork  leading  to  Somerset,  I found  the  enemy  advancing 
through  a corn  field  and  evidently  endeavoring  to  gain  the  left  of  the 
Fourth  Kentucky  Regiment,  which  was  maintaining  its  position  in  a 
most  determined  manner.  I directed  one  of  my  aides  to  ride  back  and 
order  up  a section  of  artillery  and  the  Tennessee  brigade  to  advance  on 
the  enemy’s  right,  and  sent  orders  for  Colonel  McCook  to  advance  with 
his  two  regiments  (the  Ninth  Ohio  and  Second  Minnesota)  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  Fourth  Kentucky  and  Tenth  Indiana. 

A section  of  Captain  Kenny’s  battery  took  a position  on  the  edge  of 
the  field  to  the  left  of  the  Fourth  Kentucky  and  opened  an  efficient  fire 
on  a regiment  of  Alabamians,  which  were  advancing  on  the  Fourth  Ken- 
tucky. Soon  afterwards  the  Second  Minnesota  (Col.  H.  P.  Van  Cleve) 
arrived,  the  colonel  reporting  to  me  for  instructions.  I directed  him  to 
take  the  position  of  the  Fourth  Kentucky  and  Tenth  Indiana,  which  regi- 
ments were  nearly  out  of  ammunition.  The  Ninth  Ohio,  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  Major  Kammerling,  came  into  position  on  the  right 
of  the  road  at  the  same  time. 

Immediately  after  these  regiments  had  gained  their  position  the 
enemy  opened  a most  determined  and  galling  fire,  which  was  returned 
by  our  troops  in  the  same  spirit,  and  for  nearly  half  an  hour  the  con- 
test was  maintained  on  both  sides  in  the  most  obstinate  manner.  At 
this  time  the  Twelfth  Kentucky  (Col.  W.  A.  Hoskins)  and  the  Tennes- 
see brigade  reached  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  Minnesota  regiment,  and 
opened  fire  on  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy,  who  then  began  to  fall  back. 
The  Second  Minnesota  kept  up  a most  galling  fire  in  front,  and  the 
Ninth  Ohio  charged  the  enemy  on  the  right  with  bayonets  fixed,  turned 
their  flank,  and  drove  them  from  the  field,  the  whole  line  giving  way 
and  retreating  in  the  utmost  disorder  and  confusion. 

As  soon  as  the  regiments  could  be  formed  and  refill  their  cartridge- 
boxes  I ordered  the  whole  force  to  advance.  A few  miles  in  rear  of 
the  battle-field  a small  force  of  cavalry  was  drawn  up  near  the  road, 
but  a few  shots  from  our  artillery  (a  section  of  Standart’s  battery)  dis- 
persed them,  and  none  of  the  enemy  were  seen  again  until  we  arrived  in 
front  of  their  intrenchments.  As  we  approached  their  intrenchments 
the  division  was  deployed  in  line  of  battle  and  steadily  advanced  to 
the  summit  of  the  hill  at  Moulden’s.  From  this  point  I directed  their 
intrenchments  to  be  cannonaded,  which  was  done  until  dark  by  Stan- 
dart’s and  Wetmore’s  batteries.  Kenny’s  battery  was  placed  in  iiosi- 
tion  on  the  extreme  left  at  Russell’s  house,  from  which  point  he  was 
directed  to  fire  on  their  ferry,  to  deter  them  from  attempting  to  cross. 
On  the  following  morning  Captain  Wetmore’s  battery  was  ordered  to 
Russell’s  house,  and  assisted  with  his  Parrott  guns  in  firing  upon  the 
ferry.  Colonel  Manson’s  brigade  took  position  on  the  left  near  Kenny’s 
battery,  and  every  preparation  was  made  to  assault  their  intrenchments 
on  the  following  morning.  The  Fourteenth  Ohio  (Colonel  Steedman) 
and  the  Tenth  Kentucky  (Colonel  Harlan)  having  joined  from  detached 
service  soon  after  the  repulse  of  the  enemy,  continued  with  their  bri- 
gade in  the  pursuit,  although  they  could  not  get  up  in  time  to  join  in  the 
fight.  These  two  regiments  were  placed  in  front  in  my  advance  on  the 
intrenchments  the  next  morning  and  entered  first.  General  Schoepf 
also  joined  me  the  evening  of  the  19th  with  the  Seventeenth,  Thirty- 
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first,  and  Tliirty-eiglitli  Ohio.  His  entire  brigade  entered  with  the  other 
troops. 

On  reaching  the  intrenchments  we  found  the  enemy  had  abandoned 
everything  and  retired  during  the  night.  Twelve  pieces  of  artillery, 
with  their  caissons  packed  with  ammunition ; one  battery  wagon  aiid 
two  forges  j a large  amount  of  ammunition  5 a large  number  of  small-arms, 
mostly  the  old  flint-lock  muskets ; 150  or  100  wagons,  and  ui)wards  of 
1,000  horses  and  mules;  a large  amount  of  commissary  stores,  intrench- 
ing tools,  and  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  fell  into  our  hands.  A 
correct  list  of  all  the  captured  property  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  it 
can  be  made  up  and  the  property  secured. 

The  steam  and  ferry  boats  having  been  burned  by  the  enemy  in  their 
retreat,  it  was  found  impossible  to  cross  the  river  and  pursue  them ; 
besides,  their  command  was  completely  demoralized,  and  retreated  with 
great  haste  and  in  all  directions,  making  their  capture  in  any  numbers 
quite  doubtful  if  pursued.  There  is  no  doubt  but  what  the  moral  efiect 
produced  by  their  complete  dispersion  will  have  a more  decided  effect 
in  re-establishing  Union  sentiments  than  though  they  had  been  captured. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  be  able  to  testify  to  the  uniform  steadi- 
ness and  good  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  during  the  battle,  and 
I respectfully  refer  to  the  accompanying  reports  of  the  different  com- 
manders for  the  names  of  those  officers  and  men  whose  good  conduct  was 
particiilaiiy  noticed  by  them. 

I regret  to  have  to  report  that  Col.  E.  L.  McCook,  commanding  the 
Third  Brigade,  and  his  aide,  Lieut.  A.  S.  Burt,  Eighteenth  U.  S.  Infantry, 
were  both  severely  wounded  in  the  first  advance  of  the  Ninth  Ohio  Eegi- 
ment,  but  continued  on  duty  until  the  return  of  the  brigade  to  camp  at 
Logan’s  Cross-Eoads. 

Col.  S.  S.  Ery,  Fourth  Kentucky,  was  slightly  wounded  whilst  his 
regiment  was  gallantly  resisting  the  advance  of  tlie  enemy,  during  which 
time  General  Zollicoffer  fell  from  a shot  from  his  (Colonel  Fry’s)  pistol, 
which  no  doubt  contributed  materially  to  the  discomfiture  of  the  enemy. 

Capt.  G.  E.  Flynt,  assistant  adjutant-general ; Capt.  Alvan  C.  Gillem, 
division  quartermaster;  Lieut.  Joseph  C.  Breckinridge,  aide-de-camp; 
Lieut.  S.  E.  Jones,  acting  assistant  quartermaster ; Mr.  J.  W.  Scully 
quartermaster’s  clerk;  Privates  Samuel  Letcher,  Twenty-first  Eegiment 
Kentucky  Volunteers;  Stitch,  Fourth  Eegiment  Kentucky  Volunteers, 
rendered  me  valuable  assistance  in  carrying  orders  and  conducting  the 
troops  to  their  different  i)ositions. 

Capt.  George  S.  Eoper  deserves  great  credit  for  his  perseverance  and 
energy  in  forwarding  commissary  stores  as  far  as  the  hill  where  our  forces 
bivouacked. 

In  addition  to  the  duties  of  guarding  the  camp,  Lieut.  Col.  K.  A. 
Hunton,  commanding  the  Michigan  Engineers,  and  Captain  Greenwood, 
Company  A,  Thirty-eighth  Eegiment  Ohio  Volunteers,  with  their  com- 
mands, performed  very  efficient  service  in  collecting  and  burying  the 
dead  on  both  sides  and  in  moving  the  wounded  to  the  hospitals  near 
the  battle  field. 

A number  of  flags  were  taken  on  the  field  of  battle  and  in  the  intrench- 
ments. They  wdl  be  forwarded  to  headquarters  as  soon  as  collected 
together. 

The  enemy’s  loss,  as  far  as  known,  is  as  follows : Brigadier-General 
Zollicoffer,  Lieutenant  Bailie  Peyton,  and  190  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  i3rivates,  killed ; Lieut.  Col.  M.  B.  Carter,  Twentieth  Ten- 
nessee ; Lieut.  J.  W.  Allen,  Fifteenth  Mississippi ; Lieut.  Allen  Morse, 
6 R R— YOL  YII 
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Sixteenth  Alabama,  and  5 officers  of  the  medical  staff  and  SI  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates,  taken  prisoners ; Lieut.  J.  E.  Patterson, 
Twentieth  Tennessee,  and  A.  J.  Knapp,  Fifteenth  Mississippi,  and  GO 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  vvounded;  making  192  killed,  89 
prisoners  not  wounded  and  68  woi  ndedj  a total  of  killed,  wounded,  and 
prisoners  of  349. 

Our  loss  was  as  follows : 


A complete  list  of  the  names  of  our  killed  and  wounded  and  of  the 
prisoners  is  herewith  attached.* 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Brigadier- General^  U.  S.  Volunteers^  Commanding. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Fry, 

A.  A.  G.j  Chief  of  Staff ^ Hdqrs.  Dept.  Ohio,  Louisville,  Ky. 

[Inclosure.] 

Circular.]  Headquarters  Beech  Grove,  Ky., 

January  18,  1862. 

The  following  will  be  the  order  of  march: 

General  Zollicoffer:  Fifteenth  Mississippi  in  advance,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Walthall;  battery  of  four  guns.  Captain  Eutledge;  Nineteenth 
Tennessee,  Colonel  Cummings;  Twentieth  Tennessee,  Colonel  Battle; 
Twenty-fifth  Tennessee,  Colonel  Stanton. 

General  Carroll : Seventeenth  Tennessee,  Colonel  Newman ; Twenty- 
eighth  Tennessee,  Colonel  Murray;  Twenty-ninth  Tennessee,  Colonel 
Powell;  two  guns  in  rear  of  infantry.  Captain  McClung. 

Sixteenth  Alabama,  Colonel  Wood,  in  reserve,  cavalry  battalions  in 
rear.  Colonel  Branneron  the  right.  Colonel  McClellan  on  the  left;  inde- 
pendent companies  in  front  of  the  advance  regiment ; ambulances  and 
ammunition  wagons  in  rear  of  the  whole  and  in  the  order  of  their  regi- 
ments. 

By  order  of  General  Crittenden : 

A.  S.  CUNNINGHAM, 
Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Somerset,  Ky.,  February  3,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ohio,  Louisville,  Ky. : 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  by  Captain  Davidson,^ 
Tenth  Kentucky  Volunteers,  six  rebel  flags:  one  captured  on  the  battle- 


Ouiitted. 
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field  by  the  Second  Minnesota  Eegiment,  the  others  taken  in  the  intrench- 
ments  by  officers  and  men  of  the  diffierent  regiments.  Colonel  Rise 
reports  that  his  regiment  captured  three  stands  of  colors,  but  none  have 
been  sent  to  these  headquarters.  I have  ordered  him  to  turn  them  in 
and  will  forward  them  as  soon  as  received.  In  the  box  with  the  colors 
is  the  regimental  order-book  of  the  Fifteenth  Mississippi  Rifles  and 
a book  of  copies  of  all  General  Zollicofter’s  orders  from  the  organization 
of  his  brigade  until  a few  days  before  the  battle. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Camp  Opposite  Mill  Springs, 

— • ) January  20,  1862. 

1.  The  general  commanding  congratulates  the  troops  on  the  splendid 
victory  achieved  over  the  enemy  yesterday.  We  have  met  more  than 
double  our  numbers,  fresh  from  their  intrenchments,  repulsed  them 
completely,  and  after  a pursuit  of  10  miles  forced  them  to  abandon  their 
intrencliments  with  precipitation,  leaving  all  their  supplies,  camp  equi- 
I)age,  and  private  baggage.  It  is  believed  that  the  loute  was  so  com- 
plete that  the  whole  force  dispersed.  When  officers  and  men  have 
behaved  with  pch  steadiness  and  bravery,  the  general  cannot  with  im- 
paitiality  particularize  the  acts  of  any  individuals  t all  were  equally  con- 
spicuous. 

2.  Col.  M.  D.  Manson,  commanding  the  Second  Brigade,  will  take  com-  • 
mand,  and  see  that  all  the  public  property  is  properly  invoiced  and  for- 
warded to  Somerset  without  delay.  He  will  also  throw  a strong  force 
across  the  river  and  secure  the  public  property  abandoned  by  the  enemy 
on  the  other  side,  alter  which  he  will  select  the  most  eligible  position  for 
his  camp  and  remain  until  further  orders. 

3.  Col.  E.  L.  McCook,  commanding  the  Third  Brigade,  will  proceed 
with  his  command  to  Somerset,  where  he  will  go  into  camp  until  further 
orders. 

4.  Commanders  of  brigades,  regiments,  and  detached  corps  will  report 
the  number  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  without  delay. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  G.  H.  Thomas : 

GEO.  E.  FLYNT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ro.  3. 

Report  of  Col.  Malilon  B.  Manson,  Tenth  Indiana  Infantry,  commanding 

Second  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Dept,  of  tiie  Ohio, 

Camp  near  Mill  Springs,  January  27,  1862. 
Sir  : 1 have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  follov/ing  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  Second  Brigade  in  the  engagement  with  the  enemy  at 
Logan’s  field,  on  the  19th  instant: 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  instant  I took  the  advance  of  all  the 
other  troops  on  the  march  from  Columbia  towards  the  enemy’s  works 
With  the  Tenth  Indiana  Regiment,  and  arrived  at  Logan’s  farm,  distant 
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about  10  miles  from  the  rebel  camp,  on  Cumberland  Eiver,  at  1 o’clock 
on  that  day.  I immediately  placed  a strong  picket,  consisting  of  two 
companies  belonging  to  the  lY.nth  Indiana  Kegiment  and  a section  of 
artillery  of  Captain  Kenny’s  battery,  under  Lieutenant  Gary,  2 miles 
out  on  the  road  leading  to  the  enemy’s  Ibrtifications.  About  2 o’clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  18th  a few  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  approached 
and  fired  upon  our  pickets,  which  was  returned  by  them,  and  the  enemy 
fell  back. 

On  the  evening  of  the  18th  instant  I directed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kise 
to  send  out  two  companies  as  pickets  on  the  road  to  the  camp  of  the 
enemy,  which  he  accordingly  did.  About  daylight  on  the  morning  of 
the  19th  instant  the  advance  guard  of  the  enemy  came  in  sight  of  our 
extreme  pickets  and  opened  a fire  upon  them.  The  fire  was  returned 
'by  the  pickets,  who  immediately  afterwards  fell  back  to  their  com- 
l^anies.  The  j^icket  companies  having  rallied,  held  the  enemy  in  check 
until  a courier  arrived  at  m}^  quarters  with  information  that  the  enemy 
were  advancing  with  a very  large  force.  I caused  the  long  roll  to  be 
beaten.  The  Tenth  Indiana  Eegiment  was  quickly  formed,  and  I 
ordered  them  to  the  support  of  the  picket  companies.  1 also  ordered  ' 
Captain  Kenny’s  and  Captain  Standart’s  batteries  to  be  got  in  position 
to  meet  the  advancing  enemy.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Tenth  Indiana  ] 
Regiment  to  the  support  of  the  pickets  they  immediately  engaged  * 
three  regiments  of  the  enemy,  numbering  about  2,500  men,  and  held 
their  whole  force  in  check  for  over  one  hour. 

As  soon  as  I got  the  Tenth  Indiana  Regiment  in  position  I proceeded  * 
to  the  camp  of  the  Fourth  Kentucky  Regiment,  which  was  about  three- 
. quarters  ot  a mile  from  my  camp.  I woke  up  Colonel  Fry,  and  ordered 
him  to  form  his  regiment  and  proceed  toward  the  enemy.  I then  went 
to  your  quarters,  and  informed  you  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  upon 
us  in  force.  I immediately  returned  to  the  field,  and  found  Colonel  Fry,  I 
with  about  300  men,  in  the  road  leading  to  my  camp.  I directed  him  to  i 
X)ush  forward  with  his  regiment  without  any  further  delay  ai:d  take^ 
position  in  the  woods  on  the  left  of  the  Tenth  Indiana,  v/hich  he  did, ' 
arriving  there  about  one  hour  after  the  commencement  of  the  battle, 
where  his  regiment  did  excellent  service.  I now  gave  orders  to  Cap- 
tain Standart,  of  the  artillery,  to  throw  some  shells  over  the  heads  of 
our  men  to  the  place  where  I knew  the  enemy  to  be,  which  he  did  with 
admirable  effect. 

I now  discovered  that  the  enemy  was  bringing  other  forces  into 
action,  extending  their  lines,  and  attemx)ting  to  outflank  us  ni)on  the 
right.  Seeing  that  no  time  was  to  be  lost,  I straightway  ordered  Col- 
onel Byrd’s  Tennessee  Regiment  to  take  position  on  the  right  of  the 
Tenth  Indiana  Regiment,  which  order  was  about  being  executed,  and 
the  regiment  was  moving  in  the  direction  indicated,  when  they  received 
an  order  from  General  Carter,  commanding  them  to  go  and  take  posi-! 
tion  on  the  Somerset  road,  to  meet  any  portion  of  the  enemy  that  mighk 
attempt  to  flank  us  in  that  direction.  When  I saw  the  Tennessee  regi-^ 
ment  leaving  the  field  I immediately  informed  you  of  the  fact,  when^ 
you  directed  me  to  order  up  Colonel  McCook’s'  Ninth  Ohio  and  Second  ’ 
Minnesota  Regiments  to  take  position  on  the  right,  which  order  I com-  j 
municated  to  Colonel  McCook,  who  moved  forward  with  the  two  regi- 
ments of  his  brigade.  You  also  ordered  me  to  have  a section  of  the  j 
battery  taken  upon  the  hill  if  possible,  and  in  compliance  with  which  j 
order  Captain  Standart,  with  two  sections  of  artillery,  moved  forward,  i 
and  with  great  difficulty  succeeded  in  getting  upon  the  hill,  when  a | 
heavy  fire  from  his  guns  was  opened  on  the  enemy.  | 
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In  the  mean  time  the  Ninth  Ohio,  Second  Minnesota,  Tenth  Indiana, 
and  Fourth  Kentucky  Eegiments  had  kept  up  an  unceasing  lire  ui)on 
the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  who  now  began  slowly  to  fall  back  before  our 
advancing  forces.  A portion  of  the  enemy  halted  at  a fence,  with  the 
evident  intention  of  making  a stand,  when  Colonel  McCook  commanded 
a ‘‘charge  bayonet,”  which  command  was  instantly  repeated  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Kise,  of  the  Tenth  Indiana,  and  was  splendidly  executed 
by  both  regiments.  The  enemy  now  gave  way  and  tied  in  every  direc- 
tion in  the  utmost  confusion,  being  hotly  pursued  by  nil  your  forces  in 
the  field. 

In  accordance  with  your  order  I started  off  to  the  left  of  the  road 
through  the  fields  and  woods,  with  the  Tenth  Indiana  and  Fourth  Ken- 
tucky Eegiments,  in  ])ursuit  of  the  retreating  enemy.  I proceeded  in 
this  way  until  I struck  the  lower  Fishing  Creek  road,  about  one  mile 
from  the  mHin  road  leading  to  the  enemy ^s  fortifications.  I turned  and 
proceeded  down  the  road  until  I formed  a junction  with  your  column, 
and  remained  with  you  until  we  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy’s  breast- 
works, where  I halted  my  brigade  until  you  had  arranged  your  batteries 
upon  the  hills  commanding  the  rebel  camp.  After  the  artillery  had 
shelled  the  enemy’s  works  for  some  time  I received  your  order  to  move 
with  my  brigade  to  Eussell’s  house,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Cumber- 
land Eiver,  and  prevent  a flank  movement  of  the  enemy,  and  gain  an 
eminence  which  commanded  the  ferry  at  a point  where  the  river  divides 
the  enemy’s  camp.  I immediately  occupied  the  place  si)ecified  in  your 
order  with  the  Tenth  Indiana,  Fourth  Kentucky,  Fourteenth  Ohio,  and 
Tenth  Kentucky  Eegiments.  Captain  Kenny’s  battery  of  artillery 
shortly  afterwards  came  by  your  orcjer  and  took  position  on  the  hill 
at  Eussell’s  house  with  my  brigade.  Colonels  Steedman  and  Harlan, 
of  the  Fourteenth  Ohio  and  Teuth  Kentucky  Eegiments,  had,  after  a 
forced  march  of  18  miles  in  six  hours,  overtaken  us  at  the  i)oint  where 
your  column  halted  for  the  purpose  of  shelling  the  enemy.  I very  sin- 
cerely regret  that  you  were  deprived  of  the  services  of  these  two  gallant 
regiments  in  the  battle.  Their  reports,*  which  I herewith  transmit  to 
you,  will  fully  explain  why  they  were  not  with  me  on  the  morning  ot 
the  engagement. 

At  10  o’clock  on  the  night  of  the  19th  I ordered  the  gallant  Colonel 
•Harlan,  with  his  regiment,  to  advance  and  take  possession  of  a hill  half 
a mile  from  Eussell’s  house,  which  overlooked  the  camp  of  the  enemy, 
and  to  hold  it  at  all  hazards,  and  directed  him  at  daybreak  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning  to  take  possession  of  the  enemy’s  works  if  it  were  ascer- 
tained that  they  had  evacuated  them.  At  3 o’clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  20th  you  directed  me  to  send  another  regiment  to  the  suiiport  of 
Colonel  Harlan  on  the  hill.  I sent  forward  Colonel  Steedman,  of  the 
Fourteenth  Ohio  Eegiment.  At  daylight  Colonels  Harlan  and  Steed- 
man,  with  their  regiments,  took  possession  of  the  enemy’s  fortifications, 
the  rebels  having  deserted  them  during  the  night.  In  a very  short 
time  afterwards  the  Tenth  Indiana  and  Fourth  Kentucky  Eegiments 
moved  up  into  the  deserted  intrenchments.  My  brigade,  after  reaching 
the  enemy’s  camp,  took  possession  of  twelve  pieces  of  artillery,  a large 
quantity  of  arms  of  every  description,  ammunition,  commissary  and 
quartermaster’s  stores,  horses,  wagons,  &c.,  all  of  which  the  enemy  had 
abandoned  in  their  flight.  The  panic  among  them  was  so  great  that 
they  even  left  a number  of  their  sick  and  wounded  in  a dying  state  upon 
the  river  bank. 


Steedmau’s  not  found. 
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The  loss  of  my  brigade  in  killed  and  wounded  is  as  follows  : Tenth 
Indiana  Eegimeut,  11  killed  and  75  wounded  j Fourth  Kentucky  Eegi- 
ment,  8 killed  and  52  wounded ; total,  19  killed  and  127  wounded. 

The  enemy’s  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  cannot  be  short  of  800,  and 
some  intelligent  prisoners  estimate  it  as  high  as  1,500  in  killed  and 
wounded  and  drowned  in  crossing  the  river. 

The  officers  and  men  under  my  command  behaved  themselves  with 
coolness  and  courage  during  the  entire  engagement.  Their  gallantry  and 
bravery  never  were  excelled  upon  any  battle-field,  and  seldom  equaled. 
In  justice  to  the  enemy  I must  say  1 hey  exhibited  a courage  and  deter- 
mination worthy  of  a better  cause.  General  Zollicoffer,  who  commanded 
a part  of  their  forces,  fell  while  leading  on  his  men,  his  body  pierced  by 
three  bullets. 

I cannot  close  my  report  without  mentioning  the  names  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Kise  and  Maj.  A.  O.  Miller,  of  the  Tenth  Indiana  Eegimeut, 
who  gallantly  and  bravely  led  forward  their  men  and  withstood  the 
whole  force  of  the  enemy  solitary  and  alone  for  one  hour.  Oliver  S. 
Eankin,  quartermaster  of  the  Tenth  Indiana  Eegimeut,  with  his  charac- 
teristic bravery  and  energy,  organized  his  train  for  the  purpose  of  advanc- 
ing or  retiring  as  the  circumstances  might  require,  and  promptly  supplied 
the  men  of  the  Tenth  Indiana  Eegimeut  with  cartridges,  from  00  to  75 
rounds  of  which  were  fired  by  them  during  the  action. 

Capt.  A.  0.  Gillem,  division  quartermaster,  who  promptly  organized 
an  ammunition  train  and  moved  it  on  to  the  field,  and  by  his  untiring 
exertions  contributed  greatly  to  our  success,  is  deserving  of  the  highest 
praise. 

Capt.  George  W.  Eoper,  division  commissary,  merits  great  praise  for 
his  services  on  the  field  of  battle  and  for  so  promptly’  organizing  his 
provision  train,  which  supplied  the  men  with  rations  when  they  were 
almost  exhausted. 

Capt.  E.  C.  Kise,  my  assistant  adjutant-general,  who  was  of  invalua- 
ble service  to  me  in  assisting  and  arranging  the  troops  on  the  field  and 
communicating  my  orders,  is  entitled  to  the  highest  praise  and  honors. 

Capt.  D.  K.  Steele,  brigade  quartermaster,  and  Capt.  D.  K.  Kye,  bri- 
gade commissary,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties,  are  entitled 
to  credit. 

The  gallant  Col.  E.  L.  McCook,  commanding  the  Third  Brigade,  I 
shall  ever  remember  with  feelings  of  gratitude  and  admiration  for  the 
prompt  manner  in  which  he  sustained  me  in  the  hour  of  trial. 

To  Major  Hunt,  of  the  Fourth  Kentucky  Eegimeut,  who  exerted  him- 
self in  cheering  on  his  men  and  giving  them  every  encouragement  and 
assistance,  great  honor  and  praise  should  be  accorded. 

In  justice  to  my  own  feelings  I cannot  close  this  report  without  con- 
gratulating the  commanding  general  of  this  division  on  the  splendid 
victory  achieved  over  the  rebel  forces  by  the  troops  under  his  command 
at  Logan’s  field.  The  number  of  the  enemy’s  forces  engaged  in  battle 
must  have  been  over  8,000  men,  while  the  Federal  force  actually  en- 
gaged did  not  exceed  at  any  time  over  2,500. 

All  the  papers  and  ]>lans  of  the  late  General  Zollicoffer  have  fallen 
into  my  hands,  which  I have  preserved  for  the  luture  use  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

MAHLOK  D.  MAKSOK, 

Colonel,,  Comdg.  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Dept.  Ohio. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Department  of  the  Ohio. 
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Report  of  Col,  Speed  S.  Fry^  Fourth  Kentiiclcy  Infantry. 

/ 

Zollicoffer’s  Camp,  Wayne  County,  Ky., 

January  25,  1862. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  orders  I herewith  transmit  my  report 
of  the  part  my  regiment  took  in  the  engagement  with  the  enemy  on  the 
19th  instant. 

At  about  6.30  o’clock  in  the  morning  I was  notified  by  you  in  person 
that  the  enemy  was  rapidly  advancing  upon  us,  and  ordered  to  call  out 
njy  regiment,  which  was  done  as  promptly  as  possible.  I was  directed 
by  you  to  proceed  at  once  towards  the  scene  of  action,  the  fight  having 
commenced,  and  to  “go  and  take  a position  in  the  woods.”  I had  no 
information  as  to  the  strength  or  position  of  the  enemy,  and  had  to  be 
governed  entirely  by  my  own  judgment  as  to  what  was  best  to  be  done. 

Upon  arriving  at  a point  where  I could  see  their  ])ositiou  I immedi- 
ately determined  to  take  mine  on  an  elevated  point  in  the  field  on  the 
left  of  the  road,  filed  my  regiment  to  the  left  through  the  fence,  and 
formed  mj^  line  of  battle  parallel  with  and  near  to  it,  under  a heavy  and 
galling  fire  from  the  enemy,  who  were  concealed  in  a deep  ravine  at 
the  foot  of  the  hill  and  posted  on  the  opposite  hill,  distant  about  250 
yards.  Their  line  extended  around  the  ridge  at  the  head  of  the  ravine 
and  onto  the  hill  occupied  by  me,  and  within  50  yards  of  my  right,  covered 
throughout  its  entire  extent  by  the  fence  separating  the  field  and  wood- 
land and  by  the  timber  and  thick  undergrowth  adjacent  thereto.  The 
engagement  at  once  became  very  warm.  Finding  that  I was  greatly 
outnumbered,  and  the  enemy  being  under  cover,  I ordered  my  men  to 
the  opposite  side  of  the  fence  in  our  rear,  the  enemy  continuing  to  fire 
ui)on  us  all  the  while.  After  gaining  this  position  the  enemy  was  kept 
at  bay  until  the  arrival  of  re-enforcements,  having  made  during  the  time 
two  unsuccessful  attempts  to  charge  upon  us  with  bayonets  fixed  and 
their  large  cane  knives  unsheathed. 

Some  time  after  we  crossed  the  fence  I was  notified  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Oroxton  that  an  attempt  was  being  made  to  flank  us  on  our 
right  through  the  woods,  with  a view,  no  doubt,  of  coming  up  in  our 
rear.  As  I (lid  not  see  you  upon  the  field,  I assumed  the  resi)onsibility  of 
requesting  through  him  that  another  regiment  should  be  ordered  up  to 
engage  the  enemy  on  the  right,  while  mine  might  attend  more  closely  to 
the  force  in  front.  After  waiting  some  time  the  arrival  of  the  regiment, 
which  Lieutenant-Colonel  Croxton  reported  as  approaching,  and  when  it 
was  certainl^^  ascertained  that  the  enemy  was  endeavoring  to  flank  us 
on  the  right,  I ordered  him  to  bring  up  two  companies  from  the  left  of 
the  regiment,  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  apprehended  danger.  It  was 
liromptly  done,  and  the  movement  of  the  enemy  cheeked. 

As  the  right  and  center  were  under  a much  heavier  fire  and  more 
directly  engaged,  I considered  the  transfer  of  those  two  companies  more 
judicious  than  a change  of  position  of  the  whole  regiment,  which  could 
not  have  been  executeci  without  interrupting  the  continuity  of  my  line  of 
fire,  which,  as  the  enemy  were  near  and  pressing  upon  us,  I held  important 
to  preserve  unbroken.  My  command,  thus  disposed,  held  the  enemy  at 
bay  until  General  Thomas  arrived  and,  seeing  the  i)osture  of  affairs,  im- 
mediately ordered  up  the  Second  Minnesota  and  Ninth  Ohio  Kegirnents. 
Very  soon  tlie  enemy  gave  way,  flying  before  our  forces  like  chaff  before 
the  wind.  My  men  replenished  their  cartridge-boxes,  gathered  up  our 
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wounded,  and  joined  in  the  pursuit,  which  terminated  in  our  unobstructed 
entrance  to  this  stronghold  of  the  enemy. 

I take  great  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Croxton,  Major  Hunt,  Adjutant  Goodloe,  Quartermaster  Hope,  and 
all  my  company  officers,  without  a single  exception,  was  deserving  of  the 
highest  praise  and  commendation,  and  to  their  coolness  and  bravery  I 
attribute  much  of  the  determination  of  the  men. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  fight  I discovered  we  were  getting  short  of 
ammunition,  and  the  company'  officers  as  well  as  the  field  officers  fearing 
that  neither  ammunition  nor  re- enforcements  would  reach  us  in  time,  the 
command  was  distinctly  given  by  the  company  officers  to  their  men  to 
“fix  bayonets,”  evidently  showing  a coolness  and  determination  not  to 
be  expected  from  volunteers,  and  especially  those  who  had  never  met 
an  enemy  in  battle. 

Capt.  Wellington  Harlan,  who  had  been  for  some  time  under  arrest, 
was  conspicuous  with  h.s  rifle  throughout  the  battle,  and  for  his  gallant 
conduct  on  the  field  was  there  presented  with  his  sword  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Croxton  (who  had  caused  him  to  be  arrested)  and  ordered  to  take 
command  of  his  company.  I cannot  but  speak,  without  doing  violence 
to  my  own  feelings,  in  the  highest  terms  of  praise  of  the  conduct  botb 
of  my  officers  and  men.  They  all  acted  nobly  their  part  during  the 
whole  of  the  engagement.  I led  only  400  men  and  one  half  of  my  com- 
pany officers  into  the  fight,  nearly  all  the  rest  being  absent  sick. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


i 

y- 

j 
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SPEED  S.  FRY, 

Colonel^  Comdg.  Fourth  Kentuclcy  Regiment  of  Infantry. 
Col.  M.  D.  Manson, 

Comdg.  Second  Brigade^  First  Division^  Dept,  of  the  Ohio. 
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No.  5. 

Report  of  Col.  John  M.  Harlan^  Tenth  Kentuchy  Infantry.  ■ 

Hdqrs.  Tenth  Regmment  Kentucky^  Volunteers,  ■ 

Near  Mill  Springs^  Wayne  County^  Ky.,  Jan.  27,  1862. 

Sir:  I submit  the  following  report  of  the  action  of  my  regiment  in 
connection  with  the  capture  of  the  fortifications  erected  by  the  rebel  , 
Army  at  and  near  Mill  Springs  : ^ 

At  this  point,  however,  I deem  it  proper  to  state  that  on  the  night  of 
the  17th  instant  an  order  came  from  the  division  commander,  addressed 
to  Colonel  Steedman,  of  the  Fourteenth  Ohio,  and  myself  (then  en-  • 
camped  about  8 miles  from  Logan’s,  where  the  battle  of  the  19th  occurred), 
directing  us  to  march  at  once  to  the  farm  of  one  Tarter,  on  the  James- 
town road,  and  about  6 miles  oft  the  main  road  from  Columbia  to  Som-  j 
erset,  and  engage  two  rebel  regiments,  supposed  to  be  there  encamped.  J| 
This  duty  was  performed,  but  the  enemy  was  not  to  be  found  at  J] 
place  designated.  After  remaining  at  Tarter’s  until  noon  of  the  18th  fl 
instant,  we  returned  to  our  camp  in  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  too  lateffl 
to  make  any  further  forward  movement  on  that  day.  You  will  thus  per- 
ceive  that  it  was  iffiysically  impossible  for  my  regiment,  consistent  with* 
other  duties  imposed  upon  us,  to  be  present  at  Logan’s  on  the  morning 
of  the  19th,  when  the  enemy,  under  Crittenden  and  Zollicoffer,  made  an 
attack  upon  the  United  States  troops.  1 1 
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logan’s  cross-eoads,  ky. 

It  is  deeply  regretted  by  all  the  ofiicers  and  soldiers  tinder  my  command 
that  it  was  not  their  privilege  to  participate  in  the  brilliant  achievement 
of  the  19th  instant.  We  could  wish  no  higher  honor  for  this  regiment 
than  to  have  contributed  something  to  win  that  most  important  victory. 
All  honor  to  the  brave  men  of  Indiana^  Kentucky,  Minnesota,  and  Ohio, 
who  on  that  memorable  occasion  drove  back  in  dismay  three  times  their 
number  of  the  vandal  horde  of  secession  and  treason. 

Information  came  to  me  Sunday  morning  of  the  battle  at  Logan’s. 
Although  the  men  of  my  regiment  were  entirely  destitute  of  provisions, 
and  on  that  morning  had  not  received  half  enough  for  breakfast,  my 
summons  to  them  to  fall  into  line  and  march  to  the  aid  of  our  brethren 
was  obeyed  with  commendable  alacrity.  Starting  for  the  scene  of  dan- 
ger, we  marched  as  rapidly  as  it  was  i^ossible  for  men  to  do.  Upon 
reaching  Logan’s  I found  that  the  enemy  had  fled  and  that  our  troops 
had  followed  in  pursuit.  Without  halting  at  Logan’s  we  came  up  with 
this  and  the  other  brigade  under  General  Thomas  a short  while  before 
dark  on  Sunday.  After  our  arrival,  in  obedience  to  orders  received  from 
you  and  approved  by  the  division  commander,  I look  possession  of  the 
woods  immediately  in  front  of  the  rebel  fortifications,  Avith  directions  to 
hold  it  against  any  attack  of  the  enemy.  There  my  men  lay  on  the 
ground  during  the  whole  of  Sunday  night  without  tire,  tents,  overcoats, 
or  blankets,  and  with  nothing  to  eat  except  about  one-fourth  of  a 
cracker  to  each  man.  A picket  guard  Avas  stationed  in  advance,  under 
chaige  of  Capt.  G.  W.  Kiley,  of  Company  D. 

At  daylight  Monday  morning  I lormed  my  regiment  into  line,  and 
with  the  approval  of  both  yourself  and  the  division  commander  started 
towards  the  rebel  fortifications,  sending  forward  in  adAmnce  of  the  main 
body  of  the  regiment  a squad  of  men  under  Captain  Hill,  Comiiany  F, 
who  first  entered  the  rebel  Avorks.  I also  sent  forward  in  adAmnce  Com- 
pany A,  Captain  DaAudson,  as  skirmishers.  When  we  reached  the  en- 
emy’s AYorks  it  was  ascertained  that  they  had,  under  cover  of  the  previous 
night,  crossed  the  Cumbeiiand,  and  abandoned,  as  it  is  believed,  all  of 
their  wagons,  mules,  horses,  ammunition,  and  artillery.  The  rear  of  the 
fugitiA^'e  army  could  not  have  crossed  long  before  daylight,  since  when 
my  advance,  Comiiany  A,  reached  the  crossing  at  the  river  some  of  the 
rebels  were  obseiA^ed  on  the  opposite  side  on  a high  hill,  from  Avhich 
they  fired  upon  our  troops.  The  fire  was  returned,  and  it  is  believed 
that  a member  of  Company  A killed  one  of  the  rebels  across  the  river. 
Further  pursuit  was  impossible,  since  the  rebels  in  their  retreat  had 
utterly  destroyed  or  remoA^ed  all  means  of  crossing  the  river. 

Various  documents  and  papers  WT^re  found  by  officers  and  soldiers 
within  the  rebel  fortifications.  Some  of  them  may  be  of  im])ortaiice  to 
the  GoA^ernment  or  throw  some  light  upon  the  jdans  of  the  rebels,  and 
they  are  therefore  transmitted  Avith  this  report.*  Among  other  docu- 
ments, I transmit  a letter  written  from  this  ])laceon  the  19th  instant  by 
the  son  of  Brigadier-General  Carroll,  of  the  rebel  Army,  in  which  he 
states  that  the  entire  force  Avhich  the  enemy  there  had  on  both  sides  of 
the  Cumberland  liiAW  was  13,000.  Also  a general  order,  issued  on 
Januaiy  3,  showing  that  Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  Crittenden  assumed  com- 
mand here  on  that  daj^  Also  a general  order  from  General  Zollicofier, 
of  January  12,  which  shows  the  amount  of  the  rebel  force  then  on  this 
side  of  the  Cumberland  under  his  immediate  command.  Also  the  gen- 
eral-order book  of  Zollicofier’s  brigade.  The  remaining  books  and  i)ai)ers 
will  not  be  here  described. 


Not  found. 
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In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  say  that  I do  not  claim  that  any  special 
honor  is  due  to  my  regiment  because  in  advance  of  all  other  troops  a 
portion  of  it  first  entered  the  rebel  fortifications,  or  because  my  advance 
company  first  reached  the  river  in  their  pursuit  and  there  found  the 
artillery  and  other  property  of  the  enemy.  Simple  justice  demands  the 
admission  that  the  ca])ture  of  the  enemy^s  works  and  the  property  aban- 
doned by  them  was  the  result  of  the  battle  at  Logan’s  on  the  ioth  in- 
stant. But  I do  claim  for  the  ofiQcers  and  soldiers  of  this  regiment  that, 
under  circumstances  the  most  discouraging,  they  made  a march  ( 18  miles 
in  about  six  hours)  which  indicated  their  willingness,  even  eagerness, 
to  endure  any  fatigue  or  make  any  sacrifice  in  order  to  meet  on  the  field 
of  battle  those  wicked  and  unnatural  men  who  are  seeking  without 
cause  to  destroy  the  Union  of  our  fathers. 

Eespectfully,  JNO.  M.  HAKLAN, 

Colonel^  Commanding, 

Col.  M.  D.  Manson, 

Comdg.  Second  Brigade^  First  Division^  Dept,  of  the  Ohio. 


No.  6. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  WilUmi  C.  KisCj  Tenth  Indiana  Infantry. 

Camp  Opposite  Mill  Springs,  Wayne  County,  Ky., 

January  23,  1862. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  part  taken  by  the  Tenth 
Eegiment  of  Indiana  Volunteers,  under  my  command,  in  the  battle 
fought  on  the  10th  instant,  at  Logan’s  farm,  Pulaski  County,  Kentucky : 

On  the  evening  of  the  18th  instant,  in  accordance  with  your  order, 

I sent  out  as  pickets  Companies  K and  I,  Captains  Shortle  and  Perkins, 
and  had  them  posted  on  the  road  leading  to  the  fortifications  of  the 
enemy  on  Cumberland  River,  distant  about  12  miles.  Maj.  A.  O.  Miller, 
who  posted  the  pickets,  stationed  Company  I 1 mile  from  our  camp, 
and  Company  K 300  yards  beyond.  The  latter  company  received  in- 
structions to  fall  back  to  Captain  Perkins  if  attacked. 

At  about  G.30  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant  a courier 
came  to  our  quarters,  with  information  that  the  enemy  was  advancing 
u[)on  our  camp,  and  almost  immediately  afterwards  the  firing  of  our 
pickets  was  heard.  The  long  roll  quickly  brought  the  Tenth  Regiment 
into  ranks,  and  1 gave  orders  to  Major  Miller  to  go  forward  with  Com- 
])any  A,  Captain  Hamilton,  to  the  support  of  the  picket  companies, 
whi(ih  order  was  promptly  executed.  I soon  proceeded  by  your  order 
with  the  remaining  seven  companies  of  my  regiment  down  the  road  in 
the  direction  of  the  picket  firing.  When  I got  within  75  yards  of  the 
three  companies,  then  hotly  engaged,  I formed  the  regiment  in  line  of  | 
battle  and  rapidly  disposed  it  for  fighting.  Five  companies  extended  f 
through  the  Vv^oods  on  the  right  of  the  road  and  the  remaining  compa-f 
nies  on  the  left.  A regiment  of  rebels  were  advancing  in  line  of  battles  I 
and  their  treasonable  colors  were  seen  flaunting  in  the  breeze.  Having  I 
selected  as  good  a position  as  practicable,  I took  a stand  and  ordered  j 
the  regiment  to  fire,  which  order  was  instantly  obeyed.  i [ 

The  firing  continued  without  cessation  for  one  hour,  during  whichl ; 
time  we  engaged  three  of  the  enemy’s  regiments  and  held  them  at  huy.^ ' 
The  battle  was  at  its  hottest,  and  our  ranks  were  gradually  becoming 
thinned  and  mutilated,  when  I perceived  a regiment  of  rebel  cavalry  ^ 
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attempting  to  tlauk  me  on  the  right  and  an  infantry  regiment  on  the 
left.  I commanded  Captain  Gregory’s  company  to  take  position  to 
meet  the  cavalry  on  the  right,  which  it  did,  and  opened  a galling  tire 
upon  them,  but  they  were  fast  closing  in  upon  us,  and  1 saw  myself 
completely  outflanked  on  the  right,  and  that  re- enforcements  must  soon 
come  to  my  relief  or  I would  be  compelled  to  fall  back.  I was  event- 
ually forced  to  order  my  right  wing  to  retire,  when,  just  as  my  order 
was  being  executed,  the  Fourth  Kentucky  Kegimeut,  commanded  by 
Colonel  .Fry,  came  up  and  took  position  on  the  lelt  of  my  left  wing  and 
opened  a deadly  fire  on  the  ranks  of  the  enemy.  1 now  rallied  the  right 
wing,  the  men,  with  the  exception  of  those  who  had  been  detailed  to 
carry  off  the  dead  and  wounded,  quickly  taking  their  places  in  the  line. 
Just  at  this  moment  a heavy  force  appeared  to  be  advancing  on  the  ex- 
treme left  of  the  Fourth  Kentucky  Kegimeut,  and  a portion  of  Colonel 
McCook’s  brigade,  which  had  arrived,  engaging  the  enemj^  on  my  right, 
I was  ordered  b}"  General  Thomas  to  the  extreme  left  of  the  Fourth 
Kentucky  Kegimeut.  I moved  the  regiment  through  the  brush  and 
over  logs  to  the  place  designated,  and,  coming  to  a fence  parallel  with 
my  line,  we  hotly  engaged  the  enemy,  and  after  a hard  struggle  of  half 
an  hour’s  duration  drove  him  before  us  and  put  him  to  flight  with  great 
loss. 

A part  of  my  left  wing  still  engaged  on  the  right  of  the  Fourth  Ken- 
tucky against  great  odds  being  strongi5^  opi)osed,  I was  again  ordered 
by  General  Thomas  to  their  support.  I forthwith  obeyed  this  command, 
and  in  doing  so  brought  my  right  wing  upon  the  identical  ground  it  had 
been  forced  to  abandon  during  the  earlier  part  of  the  engagement.  I 
then  moved  forward  the  whole  right  wing  and  two  companies  of  the  left, 
and  soon  got  into  a fierce  contest  with  the  enemy  in  front.  The  whole 
regiment,  from  right  to  left,  was  now  warmly  engaged,  and  slowly  but 
surely  driving  the  enemy  before  them,  when  I ordered  a ^‘charge  bayo- 
net,” which  was  promptly  executed  along  the  whole  line.  We  soon  drove 
the  enemy  from  his  place  of  concealment  in  the  woods  into  an  open  field 
200  yards  from  where  I ordered  the  charge.  When  we  arrived  at  the 
fence  in  our  front  many  of  the  enemy  were  found  lingering  in  the  cor- 
ners, and  were  bayoneted  by  my  men  between  the  rails.  1 pressed  on- 
ward, and  soon  beheld  with  satisfaction  that  the  enemy  were  moving  in 
retreat  across  the  field,  but  I suddenly  saw  them  halt  in  the  southeast 
corner  of  the  field  on  a piece  of  high  ground,  where  they  received  con- 
siderable re-enforcements  and  made  a last  and  desperate  effort  to  repulse 
our  troops.  In  the  mean  time  the  gallant  Colonel  McCook,  with  his  in- 
vincible Mnth  Ohio  Kegimeut,  came  in  to  our  support,  and  for  twenty 
or  thirty  minutes  a terrific  struggle  ensued  between  the  two  opi)osing 
forces.  I never  in  all  my  military  career  saw  a harder  fight.  Finally 
the  enemy  began  to  waver  and  give  back  before  the  shower  of  lead  and 
glittering  steel  brought  to  bear  on  his  shattered  ranks,  and  he  com- 
menced a precipitate  retreat  under  a storm  of  bullets  from  our  advanc- 
ing forces  until  his  retreat  became  a i)erfect  rout. 

I ordered  enough  men  left  to  attend  to  our  dead  and  wounded,  and 
receiving  a new  supply  of  cartridges  (the  most  of  our  boxes  being  en- 
tirely empty),  the  men  refilled  their  boxes,  and,  according  to  your  order, 

I put  the  regiment  in  motion  after  the  retreating  enemy.  Pursuing  them 
the  same  evening  a distance  of  10  mdes,  we  arrived  near  the  enemy’s 
fortifications  at  this  place.  The  way  by  which  the  enemy  had  retreated 
gave  evidence  that  they  had  been  in  haste  to  reach  their  den.  Wagons, 
cannon,  muskets,  swords,  blankets,  &c.,  were  strewn  all  along  the  road 
from  the  battle-field  to  within  a mile  of  this  i)lace,  where  I halted  the 
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regiment  and  tlie  men  slept  on  their  arms  in  the  open  field.  The  men  at 
this  time  were  powder-besmeared,  tired,  and  hungry,  having  had  noth- 
ing to  eat  since  the  i)revions  night.  On  the  following  morning — the  20th 
instant^ — after  our  artillery  had  shelled  the  enemy^s  works,  by  your  order 
I moved  my  regimeut  to  his  breastworks  and  into  his  deserted  iutrench- 
ments,  where  I have  since  remained. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  state  here  that  our  regimental  colors,  which 
were  those  presented  by  the  ladies  of  La  Fayette  and  borne  in  triumph 
at  the  battle  of  Eich  Mountain,  were  completely  torn  into  shreds  by  the 
bullets  of  the  enemy.  I have  had  its  scattered  fragments  gathered  and 
intend  preserving  them.  Three  stands  of  rebel  colors  were|3aptured  by 
my  regiment. 

I cannot  speak  in  terms  of  sufficient  praise  of  the  noble  and  gallant 
conduct  of  some  of  the  officers  of  my  regiment.  They  did  their  duty  and 
fought  like  tried  veterans.  Maj.  A.  O.  Miller  was  wherever  duty  called 
him,  and  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  cheering  on  the  men.  Actg.  Atljt. 
A¥.  E.  Ludlow  did  his  whole  duty  and  rendered  me  valuable  assistance 
during  the  day.  Asst.  Surg.  C.  S.  Perkins  and  the  Eev.  Dr.  Dougherty, 
chaplain  of  the  Tenth  Eegiment,  rendered  valuable  service  in  their  un- 
remitting attention  to  tlie  wounded.  Quartermaster  Oliver.  S.  Eankin 
and  Nelson  B.  Smith,  of  the  same  department,  are  entitled  to  great  credit 
for  the  prompt  manner  in  which  they  brought  up  and  sn])plied  the  men 
with  cartridges.  Commissary  Sergt.  David  B.  Hart,  our  Eich  Mountain 
guide  in  the  tliree  months’  service,  was  present  and  in  the  line  of  his 
duty.  Fife  and  Drum  Majors  Daniel  and  James  Conklin  shouldered 
muskets  and  fought  valliautly  during  the  early  part  of  the  engagement, 
after  whicli  they  were  of  great  service  in  carrying  off  and  attending  to 
the  wounded.  Captains  Hamilton;  Boyl,  J.  F.  Taylor,  Carroll,  and 
Gregory,  and  Captains  M.  B.  Taylor,  Perkins,  and  Shortle,  the  three 
young  tigers,  were  through  the  entire  battle  where  none  but  the  brave 
and  gallant  go,  and  continually  pressed  forward  with  their  men  where 
the  battle  raged  the  hottest  and  the  rebels  were  found  most  plenty. 
Captain  Vanarsdall,  of  Company  B,  was  present,  and  discharged  his 
duty  faithfully  until  after  the  right  wing  was  drawn  off.  First  Lieu- 
tenants Cobb,  Goben,  McAdams,  Van  Natta,  Johnssen,  McCoy,  Bush, 
Boswell,  Shumate,  and  Hunt  deserve  the  highest  praise  for  their  brave 
and  gallant  conduct.  Lieutenant  McAdams  fell  while  he  was  nobly  lead- 
ing on  his  men.  Lientenaut  Bush  commanded  Company  G,  and  quite 
distinguished  fiimself.  Second  Lieutenants  Eodman,  Colwell,  Merritt, 
Lutz,  Miller,  Stall,  Simpson,  Scott,  and  Wilds  fully  merit  all  that  can  be 
said  in  their  praise,  as  do  all  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 
that  were  present  during  the  engagement.  Many  individual  acts  of 
bravery  might  be  mentioned,  such  as  those  of  Orderly  Sergeant  Miller, 
of  Company  B,  and  my  orderly,  Abraham  A.  Carter,  who  took  a gun 
and  fought  manfully  during  the  intervals  that  his  services  were  not  re- 
quired by  me  in  dispatching  orders.  But  nothing  I can  saj^  will  add  to 
the  well-merited  laurels  already  on  the  brows  of  both  officers  and  men 
of  the  Tenth  Eegiment  of  Indiana  Volunteers. 

My  regiment  lost  in  killed  11  men,  in  wounded  75,  a complete  list  of 
whose  names  I herewith  submit.*  | 

Eespectfully  submitted.  1 

W.  C.  KISE,  I 

Lieutenant -Colonel^  Commanding  Tenth  Indiana  Regiment.  I 

Col.  M.  D.  Manson,  I 

Comdg.  Second  Brigade,  First  Bivison,  Dept,  of  the  Ohio.  I 


Embodied  in  report  No.  2. 
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Report  of  Col.  Robert  L.  McCoolc^  Ninth  Ohio  Infantry^  commanding 

Third  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Dept,  of  the  Ohio, 

Somerset.!  January  27,  18G2. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  part  which  my  brigade  took  in  the  battle  of  the  Cumberland,  on  the 
19th  instant : 

Shortly  before  7 a.  m.  Colonel  Manson  informed  me  that  the  enemy 
had  driven  In  his  pickets  and  were  approaching  in  force.  That  portion 
of  ray  brigade  with  me,  the  Ninth  Ohio  and  the  Second  Minnesota 
Begiments,  were  I'ormed  and  marched  to  a point  near  the  junction  of 
the  Mill  Springs  and  Columbia  roads  and  immediately  in  rear  of  AVet- 
more’s  battery,  the  Ninth  Ohio  on  the  right  and  the  Second  Minnesota 
on  the  left  of  the  Mill  Springs  road.  From  this  point  1 ordered  a com- 
pany of  the  Ninth  Ohio  to  skirmish  the  woods  on  the  right,  to  i)revent 
any  Hank  movement  of  the  enemy.  Shortly  after  this  Colonel  Manson, 
commanding  the  Second  Brigade,  in  i)erson  informed  me  that  the  enemy 
were  in  force  and  in  position  on  the  top  of  the  next  hill  beyond  the 
woods  and  that  they  lorced  him  to  retire.  I ordered  my  brigade  for- 
ward through  the  woods  in  line  of  battle,  skirting  the  Mill  Springs  road. 
The  march  of  the  Second  Minnesota  Eegiment  was  soon  obstructed  by 
the  Tenth  Indiana,  which  was  scattered  through  the  woods  waiting  for 
ammunition.  In  front  of  them  I saw  the  Fourth  Kentucky  engaging 
the  enemy,  but  evidently  retiring.  At  this  moment  the  enemy  with 
shouts  advanced  on  them  about  100  yards,  and  took  i)osition  within  the 
held  on  the  hill-top  near  the  second  fence  from  the  woods. 

At  this  time  I received  your  order  to  advance  as  rapidly  as  possible 
to  the  hill-top.  I ordered  the  Second  Minnesota  regiment  to  move  by 
the  flank  until  it  had  passed  the  Tenth  Indiana  and  Fourth  Kentucky, 
and  then  deploy  to  the  left  of  the  road.  I ordered  the  Ninth  Ohio 
Eegiment  to  move  through  the  hrst  corn  held  on  the  right  of  the  road 
and  take  position  at  the  farther  fence,  selecting  the  best  cover  possible. 
The  position  of  the  Minnesota  regiment  covered  the  ground'  formerly 
occupied  by  the  Fourth  Kentucky  and  Tenth  Indiana,  which  brought 
their  right  hank  within  about  10  feet  of  the  enemy  where  he  had  ad- 
vanced upon  the  Fourth  Kentucky.  The  Ninth  Ohio’s  position  checked 
an  attempt  on  the  iiart  of  the  enemy  to  hank  the  x)Osition  taken  by  the 
Second  Minnesota,  and  consequently  brought  the  lelt  Aving  almost 
against  the  enemy  where  he  was  stationed  behind  straw  stacks  and 
piles  of  fence  rails.  Another  regiment  was  stationed  immediately  in 
front  of  the  Ninth  Ohio,  Avell  covered  by  a fence  and  some  woods,  a 
small  held  not  more  than  CO  yards  wide  intervening  between  the  posi- 
tions. The  enemy  also  had  possession  of  a small  log  house,  stable,  and 
corn  crib,  about  50  yards  in  front  of  the  Ninth  Ohio. 

Along  the  lines  of  each  of  the  regiments  and  from  the  enemy’s  front 
a hot  and  deadl}^  hre  Avas  opened.  On  the  right  wing  of  the  I\iinnesota 
regiment  the  contest  at  first  was  almost  hand  to  hand  j the  enemy  and 
the  Second  Minnesota  were  poking  their  guns  through  the  same  fence. 
IIoAAwer,  before  the  fight  continued  long  in  this  way  that  ])ortion  of 
the  enemy  contending  Avith  the  Second  Minnesota  Eegiment  retired  in 
good  order  to  some  rail  piles,  hastily  throAvn  together,  the  point  from 
Avhich  they  had  adAmnced  upon  the  Fourth  Kentucky.  This  portion  of 
the  enemy  obstinately  maintaining  its  position,  and  the  balance  remain- 
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ing  as  before  described,  a desperate  fire  was  continued  for  about  thirty 
minutes,  with  seemingly  doubtful  result.  The  importance  of  possessing 
the  log  house,  stable,  and  corn-crib  became  apparent,  and  Companies 
A,  B,  0,  and  D,  of  the  Ninth  Ohio,  were  ordered  to  tiank  the  enemy 
upon  the  extreme  left  and  obtain  possession  of  the  house.  This  done, 
still  the  enemy  stood  firm  to  his  position  and  cover. 

During  this  time  the  artillery  of  the  enemy  constantly  overshot  my 
brigade.  Seeing  the  superior  number  of  the  enemy  and  their  bravery, 
I concluded  the  best  mode  of  settling  the  contest  was  to  order  the  Ninth 
Ohio  Begiment  to  charge  the  enemy’s  position  with  the  bayonet  and 
tuin  his  left  flank.  The  order  was  given  the  regiment  to  empty  their 
guns  and  flx  bayonets;  this  done,  it  was  ordered  to  charge.  Every 
man  sprang  to  it  with  alacrity  and  vociferous  cheering,  the  enemy 
seemingly  pret)ared  to  resist  it,  but  before  the  regiment  reached  him  the 
lines  commenced  to  give  way.  But  few  of  them  stood,  i)ossibly  10  or  12. 

This  broke  the  enemy’s  flank,  and  the  whole  line  gave  way  in  great 
confusion,  and  the  whole  turned  into  a perfect  rout.  As  soon  as  I could 
form  the  regiments  of  my  brigade  I pursued  the  enemy  to  the  hospital, 
where  you  joined  the  advance.  I then  moved  my  command  forward 
under  orders  in  line  of  battle  to  the  foot  of  Moulden’s  Hill,  passing  on 
the  way  one  abandoned  cannon. 

The  next  morning  we  marched  into  the  deserted  works  of  the  enemy, 
and  on  the  following  day  returned  to  our  camp.  At  the  time  of  the 
first  advance  of  the  Ninth  Ohio  I was  shot  through  the  right  leg  below 
the  knee.  Three  other  balls  passed  through  my  horse,  and  another 
through  my  overcoat.  Alter  this  I was  compelled  to  go  on  foot  until  I 
got  to  the  hospital  of  the  enemy.  About  the  same  time  I was  shot  in 
the  leg  my  aide-de-camp,  Andrew  S.  Burt,  was  shot  in  the  side. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  the  company  officers,  non-com- 
missioned oflicers,  and  the  soldiers  of  the  two  regiments.  Notwithstand- 
ing they  had  been  called  out  before  breakfast  and  had  not  tasted  food 
all  day,  they  conducted  themselves  throughout  like  veterans,  obeying 
each  command  and  executing  every  movement  as  tliongh  they  were  upon 
parade.  Although  all  the  oflicers  of  the  command  evinced  the  greatest 
courage  and  deported  themselves  under  fire  in  a jmoper  soldierly  manner, 
were  I to  fail  to  specify  some  of  them  it  would  be  great  injustice.  Lieut. 
Andrew  S.  Burt  (aide-de  camp),  of  the  Eighteenth  LT.  S.  Infantry; 
Hunter  Brooke,  jirivate  in  the  Second  Minnesota  Eegiment  and  volun- 
teer aide-de-camp ; Maj.  Gustave  Kammerling,  commanding  the  Ninth 
Ohio;  Oapt.  Charles  Joseph,  Company  A;  Capt.  Frederick  Schroeder, 
Comjiany  D ; George  H.  Harries,  adjutant  of  the  Ninth  Ohio  Eegiment; 
Col.  H.  P.  Van  Cleve,  James  George,  lieutenant  colonel,  and  Alex. 
Wilkin,  major  of  the  Second  Minnesota  Eegiment,  each  displayed  great 
valor  and  judgment  in  the  discharge  of  their  respective  duties,  so  much 
so,  in  my  judgment,  as  to  place  this  country  and  every  honest  friend 
thereof  under  obligations  to  them. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me,  sir,  to  congratulate  you  on  the  victory 
achieved,  and  allow  me  to  express  the  hope  that  your  future  eflbrts  will 
be  crowned  with  the  same  success. 

Attached  you  will  find  the  number  of  the  force  of  my  brigade  engaged 
and  also  a list  of  the  killed  and  wounded.* 

I am,  respectfully,  yours, 

EOBEET  L.  McCOOK, 

Col.  Wi  Ohio  Regt.,  Comdg.  3d  Brig.,  1st  Div.,  Dept,  of  the  Ohio. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Division. 

* Casualties  embodied  in  report  No.  2.’ 
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No.  8. 

Report  of  Col.  Horatio  P.  Van  Cleve,  Second  Minnesota  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Eegoient  Minnesota  Volunteers, 
Camp  Hamilton,  Ky.^  January  22,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  my  rex)ort  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  Second  Minnesota  Eegiment  in  the  action  of  the  Cumberland,  on 
the  19th  instant: 

About  7 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  and  before  breakfast,  I 
was  informed  by  Colonel  Manson,  of  the  Tenth  Indiana,  commanding 
the  Second  Brigade  of  our  division,  that  the  enemy  were  advancing  in 
force  and  that  he  was  holding  them  in  check,  and  that  it  was  the  order 
of  General  Thomas  that  I should  form  my  regiment  and  march  immedi- 
ately to  the  scene  of  action.  Within  ten  minutes  we  had  left  our  camj) 
and  were  marching  towards  the  enemy.  Arriving  at  Logan’s  field,  by 
your  order  we  halted  in  line  of  battle,  supporting  Standart’s  battery, 
which  was  returning  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  guns,  whose  balls  and  shell 
were  falling  near  us.  As  soon  as  the  Ninth  Ohio  came  up  and  had  taken 
its  position  on  our  right  we  continued  the  march,  and  after  proceed- 
ing about  half  a mile  came  upon  the  enemy,  who  were  posted  behind 
a fence  along  the  road,  beyond  which  was  an  open  field  broken  by 
ravines.  The  enemy,  opening  upon  us  a galling  fire,  fought  desperately, 
and  a hand-to-hand  fight  ensued,  which  lasted  about  thirty  minutes. 

The  enemy  having  met  with  so  warm  a reception  in  front  and  after- 
wards being  flanked  on  their  left  by  the  Ninth  Ohio  and  on  their  right 
by  a portion  of  our  left,  who  by  their  well-directed  fire  drove  them  from 
behind  their  hiding  places,  gave  way,  leaving  a large  number  of  their 
dead  and  wounded  on  the  field.  We  joined  in  the  pursuit,  which  con- 
tinued till  near  sunset,  when  we  arrived  within  a mile  of  their  intrench- 
ments,  where  we  rested  upon  our  arms  during  the  night. 

The  next  morning  we  marched  into  their  works,  which  we  found 
deserted.  The  enemy  had  crossed  the  Cumberland. 

Six  hundred  of  my  regiment  were  in  the  engagement,  12  of  whom 
were  killed  and  33  wounded. 

1 am  well  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  my  entire  command  during 
the  severe  and  close  engagement  in  which  they  took  part.  Where  all 
behaved  so  well,  I have  no  desire  to  make  individual  distinction. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  P.  VAN  CLEVE, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Minnesota  Volunteers. 

Col.  Egbert  L.  McCook, 

Ninth  Ohio,  Comdg.  Third  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Dept,  of  the  Ohio. 


No.  9. 

Report  of  Lieut.  George  H.  Harries,  Adjutant  Ninth  Ohio  Infantry. 

Camp  Hamilton, 

Pulasld  County,  Ky.,  January  22,  1862. 
Sir:  The  bugle  called  the  Ninth  Eegiment  Ohio  Volunteers  together 
on  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant  about  7 o’clock.  Led  by  Acting  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Kammerhng,  the  regiment  was  marched  out  of  camp  to 
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meet  the  enemy,  who  was  reported  approaching  against  us  on  the  road 
leading  from  the  Cumberland  Eiver  to  Logan’s  farm.  The  regiment  pro- 
ceeded in  line  of  battle  to  the  scene  of  action,  about  a mile  and  a half 
from  the  camp.  At  a point  this  side  of  the  thick  woods  separating  the 
enemy  from  us  Company  K was  ordered  to  take  position  on  a side  road, 
and  to  skirmish  the  bush,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  us  against  any 
flank  attack.  The  remaining  eight  companies  (Comi)any  G was  on 
guard  on  the  other  side  of  our  camp,  and  was  left  there)  proceeded  in 
quick  step  through  the  woods  to  the  place  of  battle,  and  no  sooner  had 
they  reached  the  edge  of  the  woods  when  they  were  ordered  to  attack  the 
enemy.  The  latter  was  posted  in  force  on  the  edge  of  and  in  the  woods 
opposite  us,  and  was  separated  from  us  by  two  open  corn  fields,  both  of 
which  were  fenced.  Our  left  wing  touched  the  main  road  leading  to  the 
Cumberland,  and  was  separated  by  the  same  from  the  right  wing  of  the 
Second  Minnesota  Eegiment. 

With  loud  hurrahs  our  boys,  most  gallantly  led  by  Kammerling, 
advanced  upon  the  enemy,  extending  themselves  all  over  the  first  of 
said  two  corn  fields,  and  taking  stand  along  and  below  the  fence.  Brisk 
and  heavy  firing  at  once  began  from  both  sides  and  continued  for  about 
half  an  hour.  At  last  Companies  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  from  our  right  wing, 
made  a flank  movement  by  left  wheel,  and  after  opening  a lively  fire 
against  the  enemy’s  left  wing  they,  together  with  the  remaining  com- 
panies, made  a bayonet  charge,  driving  the  enemy  from  his  position 
with  loud  shouts.  The  enemy  immediately  fled  precipitately,  leaving 
their  dead  and  wounded,  and  their  knapsacks,  blankets,  provisions,  &c., 
when  our  men  hastily  pursued  and  made  a large  number  of  prisoners. 

Company  K,  detached  as  stated  above,  had  been  ordered  to  join  the  j 
main  body,  but  failing  to  find  it,  fell  in  with  the  Second  Minnesota  and  j 
participated  in  the  action  of  the  left  wing  of  said  regiment.  i 

The  strength  of  our  regiment  during  this  action  was  3 staff  officers,  1 ! 
staff  bugler,  21  company  and  93  non-commissioned  officers,  505  privates,  j 
and  8 buglers. 

GEO.  H.  HAEEIES, 
Adjutant  Ninth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers, 

Col.  Egbert  L.  McCook,  j 

Ninth  Ohio^  Comdg.  Third  Brig.^  First  Div.,  Dept,  of  the  Ohio.  | 


No.  10,  j 

Report  of  Col.  Samuel  P.  Carter^  commanding  Twelfth  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Twelfth  Brigade, 

Somerset^  Kg.,  January  30,  1802. 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the'^ 
action  of  the  First  and  Second  Tennessee  and  Twelfth  Kentucky  Eegi- 
ments  Volunteers  in  the  engagement  of  the  19th  instant: 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  January,  1862,  I left  Somerset,  Ky.,  with  f 
the  First  and  Second  East  Tennessee  Eegiments,  and  proceeded  to  thef 
crossing  of  Fishing  Creek,  on  the  Columbia  road.  Leaving  the  regi- 1 
ments  at  the  crossing,  I proceeded  to  Logan’s  Cross-Eoads  and  reported 
to  you  in  person.  Late  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  I ordered  up  the 
Tennessee  regiments  to  Logan’s,  and  by  8 o’clock  p.  m.  they  were 
bivouacked  at  the  junction  of  the  roads  leading  to  Somerset  and  to  Mill  "I 
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Springs.  Captain  Wetm ore’s  battery,  of  two  howitzers  and  two  Parrott 
gnns,  joined  me  at  Logan’s  on  the  18th,  liaving  made  a forced  march 
over  the  deep  roads  and  under  a drenching  rain  from  Somerset.  My 
troops  were  exposed  to  the  rain  and  inclemency  of  the  weather  on 
Saturday  and  Saturday  night,  without  shelter  and  without  the  usual 
rations  and  without  tents.  The  rai)id  rise  of  Fishing  Creek  i)re vented 
the  regimental  wagons  from  crossing.  Notwithstanding  their  uncom- 
fortable condition  for  forty-eight  hours,  they  formed  in  line  of  battle  on 
Sunday  morning  with  alacrity  to  meet  the  enemy.  In  comiiliance  with 
your  orders,  the  two  Tennessee  regiments  and  the  Twelfth  Kentucky 
were  formed  by  me  on  the  left  of  your  line,  so  as  to  protect  the  road  lead- 
ing to  Somerset  from  Mill  Springs,  in  supi)orting  distance  of  the  center 
and  right  wing  of  the  army.  Cai>tain  Wetmore’s  battery  of  four  pieces 
wns  stationed  on  the  right  of  the  line,  where  it  w^as  efficiently  worked, 
throwing  shot  and  shell  into  the  lines  of  the  enemy.  Subsequently  two 
pieces  of  this  battery  were  moved  to  the  left  of  the  line,  to  assist  in  pro- 
tecting that  wing  from  any  advance  of  the  enemy  on  the  road  from  Mill 
Springs  which  comes  into  the  Somerset  road  east  of  the  encampment  of 
the  Tenth  Indiana  Eegiment. 

Soon  after  these  positions  were  taken  by  the  Tennessee  and  Twelfth 
Kentucky  Eegiments  I received  from  one  of  your  aides  information  that 
the  enemy  w as  advancing  through  the  woods  and  not  on  the  road  we 
were  guarding.  The  brigade  was  immediately  advanced  to  meet  him. 
After  reaching  the  woods  the  three  regiments  were  closed  in  on  the 
enemy’s  right,  the  I^irst  Tennessee  deployed  into  the  field,  j^ressing  the 
enemy’s  right  up  the  hill,  firing  at  him  and  capturing  some  prisoners, 
among  whom  was  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carter,  of  the  Twentieth  (rebel) 
Eegiment  of  Tennessee.  In  this  advance  the  Twelfth  Kentucky,  which 
was  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  line,  had  a brisk  skirmish  with  a part  of 
the  enemy’s  forces  and  captured  several  prisoners.  The,  Second  East 
Tennessee  Eegiment  also  came  up  with  and  captured  several  of  the 
enemy. 

In  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  and  by  your  order,  the  Tennessee  regi- 
ments took  the  right  of  the  line  in  the  advance,  and  maintained  that 
position  during  the  rest  of  the  day.  At  3.30  p.  m.  the  brigade  arrived 
at  the  foot  of  Moulden’s  Hill.  Here  the  enemy  was  expected  to  make 
a stand.  Wearied  by  a long  march  and  without  provisions  during  the 
day,  the  gallant  men  of  the  Twelfth  Brigade  advanced  to  the  top  of  the 
hill  with  intrepidity  and  spirit,  but  the  enemy  had  abandoned  this  im- 
portant height,  which  comiiiandcd  his  fortified  camp  about  three-fourths 
of  a mile  on  the  opposite  hills.  ‘The  artillery  was  brought  up  immedi- 
ately, and  the  Parrott  guns  of  Captain  Wetmore  threw  shells  with 
great  precision  into  the  enemy’s  works. 

After  cannonading  until  dark,  the  men  lay  on  their  arms  on  Moulden’s 
Hill  all  night,  imi)atient  lor  the  renew^al  of  the  combat.  Early  on  Mon- 
day morning  Wetmore’s  Parrott  guns  were  again  placed  in  position  near 
your  headquarters,  Eussell’s  house,  and  by  the  precision  of  their  fire 
burned  or  compelled  the  enemy  to  burn  his  steamboat,  which  had  been 
used  for  some  time  as  a ferry-boat,  an d^  commissary  stores  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river.  In  the  advance  on  the  intrenched  camp  on  Monday 
morning  the  Tennessee  regiments  entered  the  enemy’s  works  on  the  left 
I of  his  line,  and  much  to  their  surprise  found  the  works  deserted.  The 
i position  assigned  the  First  and  Second  East  Tennessee  Volunteers  on 
I the  extreme  left  of  your  line,  and  the  enemy  making  no  attempt  in  force 
i on  that  flank,  these  regiments  did  not  come  into  the  hottest  jiart  of  the 
combat,  but  the  discipline  exhibited  in  their  movements  on  the  field, 
7 R R — VOL  VII 
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their  eagerness  to  engage  the  enemy,  the  spirit  evinced  in  the  pursuit, 
and  the  indomitable  perseverance  that  carried  them  at  the  close  of  the 
day  to  the  top  of  Moulden’s  Hill  in  hope  of  meeting  the  enemy,  deserve 
my  highest  commendation,  and  prove  that  the  expectations  formed  by 
their  friends  of  their  valor  m battle  will  not  be  disappointed. 

To  the  field  and  company  ofiicers  of  the  regiments  of  the  brigade  I 
am  much  indebted  for  the  zeal  and  gallantry  displayed  by  them  in  the 
management  of  their  several  departments  on  the  march  and  on  the  field. 

My  thanks  are  especially  due  to  my  aide,  Lieut.  T.  J.  Tipton,  for 
gallant  and  efficient  services  on  the  field.  Oapt.  M.  O.  Garber,  brigade 
quartermaster,  volunteered  to  serve  on  my  staff  as  aide,  and  rendered 
me  important  service,  carrying  my  messages  (one  of  them  under  the 
severest  fire  of  the  enemy^s  line)  all  day  Sunday  and  Monday. 

I am,  sir,  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  CARTEE, 

Acting  Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Twelfth  Brigade, 
Brig*.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Department  of  the  Ohio, 


No.  11. 

Report  of  Col,  William  A,  DosJcins,  Twelfth  Kentuehy  Infantry, 

Hdqrs.  Twelfth  Regiment  Kentucky  Volunteers, 

Waitsborough,  January  26,  1862. 

Captain  : In  obedience  to  the  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  G.  H.  Thomas,  of 
this  date,  I respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  humble  part 
performed  by  the  Twelfth  Regiment  of  Kentucky  Volunteers,  under  my 
command,  in  the  engagement  of  Logan’s  fields  on  the  19th  instant,  as 
also  on  the  subsequent  day,  in  the  storming  the  fortifications  at  Beech 
Grove : 

On  the  night  of  the  17th  my  regiment  joined  the  forces  under  com-  j 
mand  of  Brig.  Gen.  G.  H.  Thomas  at  Lee’s  fields,  and  bivouacked  in  a I 
lot  on  the  Columbia  and  Somerset  road,  opposite  the  encampment  of  the  • 
Ninth  Ohio,  my  men  having  waded  Fishing  Creek  on  their  march  from  | 
Somerset.  Here  we  remained  through  the  day  and  night  of  the  18th,  r 
exposed  to  the  excessive  rains  without  shelter,  we  having  been  ordered  [i 
to  move  without  our  camp  equipage.  i, 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  at  about  6 o’clock,  we  were  alarmed  by  i| 
the  report  of  musketry,  when  my  regiment  was  immediately  formed,  and 
notwithstanding  it  was  much  reduced  in  numbers  from  forced  marches  |i 
and  necessary  exposure  in  the  performance  of  picket  duty  with  insuffi- 1! 
cient  clothing  (never  having  drawn  their  overcoats  until  a few  weeks  j 
since),  yet  no  sooner  had  they  received  the  news  of  the  approach  of  the  “' 
enemy  than  they  seemed  to  grasp  their  guns  with  a firmer  hold,  evinc- 
ing a determination  to  discharge  their  duty  as  soldiers  and  Kentuckians.  | 
After  awaiting  orders  a short  time,  becoming  impatient  and  fearing 
we  had  been  overlooked  in  the  excitement  of  the  moment,  and  seeing 
the  Ninth  Ohio  moving  out  by  the  Columbia  and  Somerset  road,  I deter- 
mined to  move  on  to  the  point  of  conflict  by  a more  direct  line  through 
the  fields  and  woods,  and  so  soon  as  the  Ninth  Ohio  had  passed  my 
regiment  was  moved  out  on  double-quick,  reaching  Logan’s  house  in 
advance  of  the  Ninth  Ohio.  (Logan’s  house  was  on  a direct  line  from^ 
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logan’s  cross-roads,  ky. 

our  encampment  to  the  right  wing  of  our  forces  then  engaged  with  the 
enemy.)  At  that  point  we  were  ordered  to  report  to  Brigadier-General 
Carter.  By  General  Carter  we  were  ordered  to  form  on  the  left  of  the 
First  Tennessee,  which  was  done  in  the  first  field  beyond  the  forks  of 
the  Columbia  and  Mill  Springs  road,  and  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  within 
75  or  100  yards  of  and  parallel  to  a dense  skirt  of  timber.  Our  first  line 
formed  was  also  in  the  rear  of  and  perpendicular  to  the  line  of  fire  by 
our  artillery.  We  were  next  ordered  to  move  by  the  left  flank  until  both 
the  Twelfth  Kentucky  and  First  Tennessee  were  under  cover  of  the  tim- 
ber, when  we  were  halted.  In  that  position  my  men  imprudently  huz- 
zaed, from  which  the  enemy  got  our  position,  and  opened  fire  upon  us 
with  their  artillery,  one  shot  passing  directly  over  us,  another  striking 
the  ground  and  exploding  20  feet  to  the  left  of  my  regiment. 

The  inquiry  was  then  made  of  General  Carter  why  we  could  not  pro- 
ceed to  the  point  of  conflict.  To  that  he  replied,  that  We  might  fire 
upon  our  friends.”  Captain  Ham’s  company  of  riflemen  were  then 
deployed  as  skirmishers  to  our  left,  and  the  positions  of  both  regiments 
changed,  by  advancing  some  50  x^aces  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy.  In 
a short  time  we  were  informed  by  General  Carter  that  a body  of  rebel 
infantry  2,000  strong  were  advancing  in  the  direction  of  us,  and  ordered 
us  to  cross  the  ravine  to  meet  them,  the  bluffs  of  which  on  either  side 
were  very  abrupt,  standing  at  an  angle  of  45  degrees,  rendered  more 
difficult  of  descent  and  ascent  from  the  recent  rains.  In  consequence  of 
the  abruptness  of  the  blufi’s  I had  to  abandon  my  horse.  After  crossing 
the  ravine  and  moving  on  a short  distance  I lost  sight  of  the  First  Ten- 
nessee, and  on  our  reaching  the  battle  ground  we  found  the  Second  Min- 
nesota and  plinth  Ohio  engaged  with  the  enemy.  We  moved  u^)  on  the 
right  wing  of  the  enemy  and  opened  fireu])on  them,  when  they  retreated 
beyond  the  hill,  first  returning  our  fire,  which  passed  harmlessly  over 
our  heads.  We  immediately  charged  the  hill,  on  the  summit  of  which 
we  captured  Sergeant-Major  Ewing,  and  sent  him  into  camp.  We 
also  discovered  a party  of  rebels  retreating  down  a ridge  to  our  left, 
whom  we  pursued,  and  captured  5 of  the  number  and  sent  back  to  cami). 
I saw  no  regiment  in  advance  of  us  when  we  gained  the  ridge.  Here 
we  were  joined  by  a detachment  of  cavalry  under  command  of  Maj.  John 
A.  Brents,  who  had  been  dismounted  during  the  engagement.  After 
passing  the  rebel  hospital  we  were  ordered  to  form  on  the  left  of  the 
Ninth  Ohio,  which  i^osition  we  held  during  the  day.  On  the  morning 
of  the  20th  we  were  ordered  to  form  on  the  right  of  the  Thirty-fifth,  as  a 
reserve  to  the  Third  Brigade,  which  was  ordered  to  storm  the  fortifi- 
cations. 

I regret  that  in  this  action  the  soldiers  of  the  Twelfth  Kentucky  did 
not  have  an  opportunity  of  displaying  more  fully  their  chivalry,  being 
satisfied  that  in  any  position  in  which  duty  may  call  them  they  will 
deport  themselves  as  soldiers  worthy  the  renown  of  their  fathers. 

In  consequence  of  severe  indisposition  both  Lieutenant-Colonel  How- 
ard and  Ma;i or  Worsham  were  unable  to  move  with  the  regiment.  Con- 
sequently their  places  were  filled  by  Captains  Ham  and  Bousseau,  who 
rendered  me  valuable  assistance  in  restraining  the  impetuosity  of  my 
men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  HOSKINS, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Twelfth  Regiment  Kentuclcy  Volunteers. 

Capt.  G.  E.  Flynt, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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No.  12. 

Report  of  Col,  Fragile  Wolford^  First  Kentucky  Cavalry. 

Camp  Brents,  January  22,  1862. 

General  : At  daylight  on  Sunday  morning,  the  19th,  my  pickets, 
sent  in  obedience  to  your  order  in  the  direction  of  Mill  Springs,  came  in 
contact  with  the  advance  of  the  enemy  and  fired  on  them.  I immedi- 
ately sent  word  to  Colonel  Manson,  and  jiroceeded  with  my  command 
to  the  relief  of  my  picket.  In  less  than  2 miles  of  our  camp  we  met  the 
enemy  and  fired  on  their  advance,  which  constantly  retreated.  In  a 
very  short  pursuit  I discovered  that  the  enemy  were  in  considerable 
numbers.  I dispatched  a messenger  to  you  to  inform  you  that  the 
enemy  were  advancing  in  force,  and  fell  back  to  where  Colonel  Manson’s 
regiment  was  formed,  and  dismounted  my  men,  and  formed  them  in  the 
woods  on  an  elevated  place,  commanding  a field  through  which  the 
enemy  were  advancing.  Discovering  that  the  enemy  were  coming  in 
the  direction  of  a hollow,  from  which  under  cover  of  a hill  they  could 
fiank  ns,  I advanced  with  a portion  of  my  command  to  the  head  of  the 
hollow,  where  we  drove  the  enemy  back  four  times,  and  compelled  them 
to  change  their  direction  and  come  down  the  ridge  beyond.  At  this 
time  Colonel  Manson,  overwhelmed  by  superior  force  and  almost  sur- 
rounded commenced  falling  back  to  meet  re-enforcements.  I ordered 
jny  men  to  follow.  When  we  reached  our  horses  we  found  them  sur- 
rounded by  the  enemy.  I cut  them  loose  and  let  them  run  down  the 
road,  when  my  men  caught  them  and  remounted,  the  enemy  getting 
two  or  three  of  our  horses. 

Colonel  Fry  came  up  at  this  time  and  formed  on  the  ground  we  had 
previously  occupied.  I dismounted  my  men  and  formed  them  again 
with  Colonel  Fry’s,  where  they  were  fighting  w^hen  you  came  up.  The 
remainder  of  the  fight,  so  far  as  my  men  were  concerned,  you  saw.  My 
officers  and  men,  with  a few  exceptions,  fought  most  valiantly.  Captain 
Burris,  after  the  first  part  of  the  fight,  being  sick,  left  his  men.  He  was 
not  wounded,  as  I understood  and  verbally  reported  to  you.  After  he 
left  I placed  his  men  under  the  command  of  Adjutant  Drye  and  Lieu- 
tenant Coi)page,  who  discharged  their  duty  well.  Captain  Sweeney 
mistook  my  command,  and  formed  about  30  of  his  men  in  the  wrong 
place.  The  balance  of  his  men,  under  Lieutenant  Wolford,  formed 
where  they  were  commanded,  and  fought  well.  Captain  Sweeney  after- 
wards fell  in  and  did  well.  Captain  Alexander  and  his  men  fought  well.  | 
Lieutenant  Miller,  in  command  of  Captain  Morrison’s  compan^^,  fought  ' 
well,  and  fell  at  their  head. 

Our  loss  was  3 killed,  one  of  whom  was  Lieutenant  Miller,  and  19  J 
wounded,  8 of  whom  will  die ; 15  missing,  some  of  whom  I have  reason 
to  believe  have  gone  home  wounded.  We  had  3 horses  killed  and  about 
20  lost. 

Major  Brents  gave  me  great  assistance  during  the  fight.  Two  of  the 
band  picked  up  guns  and  fought  j the  balance  tied.  j 

Yours,  &c., 


General  Thomas. 


FKANK  WOLFOED 
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No.  13. 

Report  of  Capt.  William  JEJ.  Standart,  Battery  B,  First  Ohio  Light 

Artillery. 

Somerset,  January  26,  1862. 

Sir  : On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  at  7 a.  m.,  heard  pickets  firing  in 
the  advance  of  the  Tenth  Indiana  camp.  My  horses  being  in  harness 
ordered  one  section,  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Bennett,  on  the  road 
by  the  Tenth  Indiana  camp.  Moved  two  sections  through  the  fields. 
Advanced  into  the  woods.  Not  finding  position,  took  position  between 
the  fields  and  woods.  At  this  time,  finding  a by  road  on  our  right 
went  with  the  left  section  on  the  road,  when  I was  ordered  out  by 
Colonel  Manson.  Lieutenant  Bennett  at  this  time  was  compelled  to  fail 
back.  At  this  time  got  my  battery  together.  Got  position  on  ridge. 
Fired  some  20  shell  over  the  woods.  The  enemy  falling  back,  moved 
my  battery  forward  and  fired  at  such  parties  as  could  be  seen.  Moved 
to  within  three-quarters  of  a mile  of  the  fortification,  having  position  on 
a hill.  Shelled  the  intrenchment  until  dark.  Eemained  in  our  position 
until  daylight.  Monday,  the  20th,  advanced  with  the  column  through 
the  intrenchments.  Shelled  the  camps  over  the  river.  Expended  213 
Hotchkiss  shell  and  11  spherical  case.  No  casualties  to  report. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

^ W.  E.  STAND AET, 

Captain  Company  B,  First  Begt.  Light  Artillery^  Ohio  Yols. 

Brigadier-General  Thomas. 


No.  14. 

Report  of  Capt.  Dennis  Kenny,  Jr.,  Battery  0,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery. 

January  25,  1862. 

Sir  : On  the  morning  of  January  19  my  battery  was  encamped  at 
Logan's  Cross-Eoads,  and  was  turned  out  about  7 a.  m.  by  the  reports 
01  sharp  firing  by  the  out-pickets  of  the  Tenth  Indiana  Eegiment.  I 
placed  my  battery  in  position  on  a ridge  running  parallel  with  the  belt 
ot  woods  in  which  our  forces  were  engaging  the  enemy,  and  about  20 
yards  distant,  to  cover  the  Tenth  Indiana,  which  I was  informed  was 
talliDg  back.  I subsequently  retired  one  section  to  the  high  knoll  near 
the  Somerset  road  and  advanced  one  through  the  timber  by  a narrow 
angling  road  to  the  open  field  where  the  battle  appeared  to  be  the  heav- 
.y  pieces  unlimbered  in  the  lower  corner  of  the  open  corn  field 
^d  delivered  seven  effective  shots  (James  shell)  upon  a regiment  of 
Mississippians,  who  were  then  advancing  in  line  to  charge  our  forces  in 
The  edge  of  the  timber  on  the  right  of  the  field.  No  supporting  infan- 
|try  except  a few  of  the  Fourth  Kentucky  were  near,  and  as  the  enemy 
aproached  they  retired  under  cover  of  the  timber,  when  it  was  deemed 
^ withdraw  the  section,  which  was  done  in  good  order. 

vVhen  the  firing  ceased  I sent  forward  for  orders  to  move  my  battery, 
and  upon  the  receipt  of  orders  to  move  my  battery  to  the  front  attemjited 
^0  do  so,  but  was  prevented  by  the  blocking  up  of  the  road  by  another 
aattery.  Upon  our  arrival  in  front  of  the  rebel  intrench ments  I was 
^assigned  a position  on  an  eminence  to  the  left  of  our  main  position, 

I 
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from  which  point  we  fired  59  rounds  of  shot  and  shell;  in  all,  G6  rouiids 
fired  by  my  battery.  I have  no  casualties  of  any  kind  to  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  KENNY,  Jr., 

Commanding  Battery  0,  First  Ohio  Artillery. 
General  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Division^  Department  of  the  Ohio. 


No.  15. 

Congratulatory  order  from  the  President. 

War  Department,  January  22,  1862. 

The  President,  Coramander-in-Ghief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  has  re- 
ceived information  of  a brilliant  victory  by  the  United  States  forces 
over  a large  body  of  armed  traitors  and  rebels  at  Mill  Springs,  in  the 
State  of  Keutucky.  He  returns  thanks  to  the  gallant  officers  and  soldiers 
who  won  that  victory,  and  when  the  official  reports  shall  be  received 
the  military  and  personal  valor  displayed  in  battle  will  be  acknowl- 
edged and  rewarded  in  a fitting  manner. 

The  courage  that  encountered  and  vanquished  the  greatly  superior 
numbers  of  the  rebel  force,  pursued  and  attacked  them  in  their  in- 
trenchments,  and  paused  not  until  the  enemy  was  completely  routed, 
merits  and  receives  commendation. 

The  purpose  of  this  war  is  to  attack,  pursue,  and  destroy  a rebellious 
enemy,  and  to  deliver  the  country  from  danger  menaced  by  traitors. 
Alacrity,  daring,  courageous  spirit,  and  patriotic  zeal  on  all  occasions 
and  under  every  circumstance  are  expected  from  the  Army  of  the  United 
States.  In  the  prompt  and  spirited  movements  and  daring  battle  of 
Mill  Springs  the  Nation  will  realize  its  hopes,  and  the  people  of  the 
United  States  will  rejoice  to  honor  every  soldier  and  officer  who  proves 
his  courage  by  charging  with  the  bayonet  and  stonning  intrenchments, 
or  in  the  blaze  of  the  enemy^s  fire. 

By  order  of  the  President : 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


No.  16. 

Report  of  General  A.  Sidney  Johnston^  C.  S.  Army^  commanding  the 

Western  Department. 

Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  January  22,  1862. 

The  following  dispatch  just  received  from  Nashville : 

General  Crittenden,  with  eight  regiments  of  infantry  and  six  pieces  of  artillery, 
attacked  the  enemy  on  Sunday  morning,  19th  instant,  7 o’clock,  in  strong  position  on 
Fishing  Creek,  11  miles  from  Mill  Springs.  The  attack  was  repulsed  by  superior 
numbers,  and  a disorderly  retreat  commenced  after  General  Zollicoffer  fell.  The 
enemy  followed  to  our  breastworks  and  commenced  shelling  the  camp  on  the  right  |j 
bank  of  the  Cumberland  River,  which  was  abandoned  during  the  niuht,  with  the  loss 
of  our  artillery,  ammunition,  cavalry  horses,  teams,  and  camp  equipments.  The  com-| 
mand  is  in  full  retreat  towards  Knoxville.  Loss,  killed  and  wounded  on  our  side,  j 
about  500. 

V.  SHELIHA, 

Captaitiy  on  Staff  of  General  Crittenden. 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 
General.,  Commanding, 


To  J.  P.  Benjamin. 
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No.  17. 

Keports  of  Maj.  Gen,  George  B.  Crittenden^  G.  S.  Army,  commanding 

division. 


Headquaeters, 

Beech  Grove ^ Ky.,  January  18,  1862. 
Sir  : I am  threatened  by  a superior  force  of  the  enemy  in  front,  and 
finding  it  impossible  to  cross  the  river,  I will  have  to  make  the  fight  on 
the  ground  I now  occupy. 

If  you  can  do  so,  I would  ask  that  a diversion  be  made  in  my  favor. 
I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

G.  B.  CEITTENDEN, 
Major- General^  Commanding. 
To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headguarters  Department  of  the  West. 


Headquarters, 

Monticello,  Ky.,  January  20,  1862. 

Sir  : On  the  night  of  the  18th  (at  12  midnight)  I moved  my  force  from 
Beech  Grove  and  attackc'd  the  eoemy  (in  position  about  9 or  10  miles 
from  camp)  at  7 o’clock  the  next  morning.  After  a very  severe  fight  of 
three  hours  I was  compelled  to  retire,  and  reoccupied  my  intrenchments. 
The  enemy  advanced  the  same  evening  and  opened  their  batteries  upon 
us. 

Finding  it  was  impossible  to  remain  where  I was,  I crossed  my  com- 
mand to  the  south  side  of  the  river  by  a steamboat  on  the  night  of  the 
19th. 

I am  now  on  my  march  to  Celina  or  some  other  point  on  the  Cumber- 
land River  where  I can  communicate  with  Nashville.  The  country  is 
entirely  destitute  of  provisions. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  B.  CRITTENDEN, 

Major-General. 

To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  West^  Boivling  Green.,  Ky. 


Division  Headquarters,  January  26,  1862. 

Sir:  I arrived  at  this  place*  this  afternoon,  via  Livingston,  at  which 
place  I remained  one  day.  My  marches  were  slow,  and  during  the  time 
nothing  was  heard  that  was  reliable  of  the  enemy  being  on  this  side  of 
the  river.  On  the  contrary,  information  has  been  brought  me  that  the 
enemy  moved  towards  Columbia  immediately  after  the  battle.  I am 
unable  just  yet  to  send  a correct  report,  but  I do  not  think  my  loss 
exceeded  300  killed  and  wounded.  A good  many  men  have  left  me  on 
account  of  the  country  through  which  I have  passed  being  the  homes 
of  a good  portion  of  two  regiments.  I will  in  a few  days,  however,  have 
them  all  together,  when  I will  proceed  at  once  to  reorganize  them.  I 


* Gainesborough. 
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would  ask  that  the  orders  which  I have  given  on  the  quartermasters 
and  commissaries  at  Nashville  be  approved. 

I await  your  orders  at  this  point. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  B.  CEITTENDEN, 

Major-General, 

To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters,  Bowling  Green,  Ky. 


Division  Headquarters, 
Gaineshorough,  Tenn.,  January  29,  1862. 

Sir:  I would  most  respectfully  state  that  on  the  morning  of  the  19th 
of  this  month,  at  12  o’clock,  I moved  from  our  intrenchments,  on  the 
north  side  of  Cumberland  Eiver,  and  attacked  the  enemy  in  position 
about  10  miles  from  camp.  The  battle  commenced  about  7 a.  m.  and 
lasted  until  10.30  a.  m.  the  same  day.  The  enemy  had  a sui)erior  force 
to  my  own,  although  the  information  in  my  i)ossession  previous  to  the 
battle  was  that  their  strength  was  a little  less,  or  about  equal.  Ee-en- 
forcements  were  added  to  them  during  the  engagement.  After  three 
and  a half  hours  hard  fighting  my  forces  yielded  to  the  overpowering 
numbers  of  the  enemy,  and,  retiring,  occupied  our  intrenchments  the 
same  afternoon.  The  enemy  pursued  me  in  force  and  established  their 
batteries  in  front  of  my  position.  The  range  of  their  guns  being  supe- 
rior to  ours,  together  with  the  scarcity  of  provisions,  and  none  to  be 
had  in  the  •country,  I deemed  it  advisable  the  same  evening  to  cross 
the  river,  and  took  up  my  line  of  march  for  this  place.  From  all  the 
information  in  my  x^ossession  the  enemy’s  loss  in  killed  and  wounded 
was  greater  than  ours.  We  lost  in  killed  and  wounded  not  exceeding 
300. 

The  enemy  sought  evidently  to  combine  their  forces  stationed  at  Som- 
erset and  Colnmbia,  and,  when  such  junction  was  made,  to  invest  my 
intrenchments.  I deemed  it  proper,  therefore,  to  make  an  attack  before 
the  junction  could  be  effected,  feeling  confident,  from  the  reiiorts  of  the 
cavalry  pickets,  made  at  a late  hour,  that  the  waters  of  Fishing  Greek 
were  so  high  as  to  prevent  them  from  uniting.  My  information  in  that 
respect  was  correct. 

A heavy  rain  occurred  during  the  progress  of  the  engagement,  and 
in  consequence  a great  many  of  the  flint-lock  muskets  in  the  hands  of 
my  men  became  almost  unserviceable. 

I am  pained  to  make  report  of  the  death  of  Brig.  Gen.  F.  K.  Zolli- 
coffer,  who  fell  while  gallantly  leading  his  brigade  against  the  foe.  In 
his  fall  the  country  has  sustained  a great  loss.  In  counsel  he  has  always 
shown  wisdom,  and  in  battle  braved  dangers,  while  coolly  directing  the 
movements  of  his  troops. 

I will  as  soon  as  possible  reorganize  my  command.  Supplies,  camp 
and  garrison  equipage,  &c.,  are  coming  to  me  daily  from  Nashville  by 
steamboat. 

In  a few  days  I will  make  a report  more  in  detail. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yom  obedient  servant, 

G.  B.  OEITTENDEN, 

Major-General, 

To  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 

Richmond,  Va, 
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Division  Headquartees, 

Camp  Fogg,  Tenn.,  February  13,  1862. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  engage- 
ment of  January  19,  near  Fishing  Creek,  Pulaski  County,  Kentucky: 

On  January  17  I was  occupying  Mill  Springs,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Cumberland  Eiver,  wiih  the  Seventeenth,  Twenty  eighth,  and  Thirty- 
seventh  Tennessee  Kegiments,  the  First  Battalion  Tennessee  Cavalry, 
two  companies  of  the  Third  Battalion  Tennessee  Cavalry,  and  four 
pieces  of  artillery.  I was  also  at  the  same  time  occupying  Beech  Grove, 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  and  directly  opposite  Mill  Springs,  with 
the  Fifteenth  Mississippi,  Sixteenth  Alabama,  Nineteenth,  Twentieth, 
Twenty -fifth,  and  Twenty-ninth  Tennessee  Kegiments,  two  battalions  of 
Tennessee  cavalry,  two  independent  cavalry  companies,  and  twelve 
pieces  of  artillery. 

For  some  time  the  enemy  in  front  of  Beech  Grove  had  occupied  Som- 
erset, 18  miles  distant,  with  eight  regiments  of  infantry  and  with  artil- 
lery; and  Columbia,  35  miles  distant,  with  five  regiments  of  infantry. 
On  January  17  I was  informed  that  the  force  from  Columbia,  with  a 
large  addition,  making  a total  of  from  6,000  to  10,000  men,  with  guns  of 
a large  caliber,  under  General  Thomas,  commanding  the  First  Division 
of  the  Federal  Army  in  Kentucky,  was  moving  across  mj^  front,  on  the 
road  from  Columbia  towards  Somerset,  with  the  intention  of  forming  a 
junction  with  the  Somerset  force  and  attacking  Beech  Grove. 

On  the  18th,  at  daylight,  I moved  the  Seventeenth  and  Twenty-eighth 
Tennessee  Kegiments  across  the  river  from  Mill  Springs  to  Beech  Grove. 
On  the  18th  I was  informed  that  the  force  under  General  Thomas  was 
encamped  at  Webb’s  [Logan’s]  Cross-Eoads,  a point  10  miles  from  Beech 
Grove  and  8 miles  from  Somerset,  at  which  the  roads  from  Columbia  to 
Somerset  and  Beech  Grove  to  Somerset  unite,  and  that  it  would  there 
await  both  a re- enforcement  (that  I was  advised  was  advancing  from  the 
rear)  and  the  passage  of  Fishing  Creek  by  the  Somerset  force.  It  was 
necessary  that  the  Somerset  force  should  cross  FisMng  Creek  before  it 
could  join  the  force  under  General  Thomas  or  approach  Beech  Grove, 
and  for  these  purposes  it  had  advanced  from  Somerset.  I was  advised 
that  late  and  continuous  rains  would  prevent  the  passage  of  Fishing 
Creek  on  the  18th  and  19th  by  any  infantry  force. 

In  the  then  condition  of  my  command  I could  array  for  battle  about 
4,000  effective  men.  Absolute  want  of  the  necessary  provisions  to  feed 
my  command  was  pressing.  The  country  around  was  barren  or  ex- 
hausted. Communication  with  Nashville  by  water  was  cut  off’  by  a force 
of  the  enemy  occupying  the  river  below.  The  line  of  communication  in 
the  rear  was  too  long  to  admit  of  winter  transportation  and  extended 
through  a barren  or  exhausted  country. 

To  defend  Beech  Grove  required  me  to  draw  into  it  the  force  from 
Mill  Springs.  From  tlie  course  of  the  river  and  the  condition  of  things 
it  was  easy  for  a detachment  from  the  force  of  the  enemy  occupying  it 
below  to  cross  over,  intercept  the  line  of  land  communication,  and,  tak- 
ing Mill  Springs,  entirely  prevent  my  recrossing  the  Cumberland.  This 
river  (greatly  swollen),  with  high,  muddy  banks,  was  a troublesome  bar- 
rier in  the  rear  of  Beech  Grove.  Transi)ortation  over  it  was,  at  best, 
very  difficult.  A small  stern-wheel  steamboat,  unsuited  for  the  trans- 
portation of  horses,  with  two  flat-boats,  were  the  only  means  of  crossing. 

Beech  Grove  was  protected  in  front  by  earthworks ; but  these  incom- 
plete and  insufficient,  and  necessarily  of  such  extent  that  I had  not  force 
to  defend  them.  The  range  of  our  artillery  was  bad,  and  there  were 
commanding  positions  for  the  batteries  of  the  enemy.  Every  effort  had 
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been  made  to  provision  the  command,  to  increase  the  means  of  crossing 
the  river,  and  to  perfect  the  works  for  defense,  under  the  charge  of  a 
skillful  engineer  officer,  Captain  Sheliha. 

When  I first  heard  that  the  enemy  was  approaching  in  front  it  was 
my  opinion  that  I could  not  retire  with  my  command — artillery,  trans- 
portation, camp  and  garrison  equipage,  baggage,  and  cavalry  horses — 
from  Beech  Grove  to  Mill  Springs  without  information  of  such  a move- 
ment reaching  the  enemy,  and  a consequent  attack  during  the  move- 
ment and  heavy  loss.  I was  out  of  reach  of  support  or  re-enforcement. 
Under  these  circumstances  I determined  not  to  retreat  without  a battle. 
I decided  that  it  was  best  to  attack  the  enemy,  if  possible,  before  the 
coming  re-enforcements  from  his  rear  should  arrive  and  before  the 
Somerset  force  could  cross  Fishing  Creek.  I could  reasonably  expect 
much  from  a bold  attack  and  from  the  spirit  of  my  command. 

On  the  evening  of  the  18th  I called  in  council  Brigadier-Generals  Zol- 
licofier  and  Carroll  and  the  commanding  officers  of  regiments  and  of 
cavalry  and  artillery  •,  and  there  it  was  determined,  without  dissent,  to 
march  out  and  attack  the  enemy  under  General  Thomas  on  the  next 
morning.  Accordingly  Generals  Zollicoffer  and  Carroll  were  ordered 
to  movo  their  brigades  at  midnight  in  the  following  order : 

1st.  The  brigade  of  General  Zollicofler,  in  the  following  order:  In  front, 
the  independent  cavalry  companies  of  Captains  Saunders  and  Bledsoe; 
then  the  Fifteenth  Mississippi  Eegiment,  commanded  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Walthall;  then  the  Nineteenth  Tennessee,  commanded  by  Col. 
D.  H.  Cummings ; then  the  Twentieth  Tennessee,  commanded  by  Colo- 
nel Battle;  then  the  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee,  commanded  by  Col.  S.  S. 
Stanton ; then  four  guns  of  Butledge’s  battery,  commanded  by  Captain 
Eutledge. 

2d.  The  brigade  of  General  Carroll  in  this  order : In  front,  the  Sev- 
enteenth Tennessee,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Miller;  then 
the  Twenty-eighth  Tennessee,  commanded  by  Colonel  Murray;  then 
the  Twenty-ninth  Tennessee,  commanded  by  Colonel  Powell ; then  two 
guns  of  McClung’s  battery,  commanded  by  Captain  McClung. 

In  rear  were  the  Sixteenth  Alabama,  as  a reserve,  commanded  by  Col. 
W.  B.  Wood,  and  the  cavalry  battalions  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Branner 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  McClellan. 

Soon  after  daylight  on  the  morning  of  January  19  the  cavalry  advance 
came  in  contact  with  the  pickets  of  the  enemy,  after  a march  of  near  9 
miles,  over  a deep  and  muddy  road.  With  a few  shots  the  enemy^s 
pickets  were  driven  in,  retiring  about  a quarter  of  a mile  to  a house  on 
the  left  of  the  road.  From  this  house  and  woods  in  the  rear  of  it  quite 
a brisk  firing  was  opened  upon  the  head  of  the  column.  Skirmishers 
having  been  thrown  toward.  General  Zollicoffer’s  brigade  was  formed  in 
line  of  battle  and  ordered  to  advance  upon  the  enemy,  whom  I supposed 
would  come  out  from  their  camp,  which  we  were  now  approaching,  to 
take  position.  The  road  here  extended  straight  in  front  for  near  a mile 
towards  the  north. 

A company  of  skirmishers  from  the  Mississippi  regiment,  advancing  , 
on  the  left  of  the  road,  after  sharp  firing,  drove  a body  of  the  enemy  from 
the  house  and  the  woods  next  to  it,  and  then,  under  orders,  crossing  the 
road,  fell  in  with  their  regiment.  Following  this  company  of  skirmish- 
ers on  the  left  of  the  road  to  the  point  where  it  crossed  to  the  right,  the 
regiment  of  Colonel  Cummings  (Nineteenth  Tennessee)  kept  straight  on, 
and,  crossing  a field  about  250  yards  wide  at  a double-quick,  charged 
into  the  woods  where  the  enemy  was  sheltered,  driving  back  the  Tenth 
Indiana  Eegiment  until  it  was  re-enforced. 
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At  this  time  General  Zollicoffer  rode  up  to  the  Nineteenth  Tennessee 
and  ordered  Colonel  Cummings  to  cease  firing,  under  the  impression 
that  the  fire  was  upon  another  regiment  of  his  own  brigade.  Then  the 
general  advanced,  as  if  to  give  an  order  to  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  within 
bayonet  reach,  an  I was  killed  just  as  he  discovered  his  fatal  mistake. 
Thereupon  a conflict  ensued,  when  the  Nineteenth  Tennessee  broke  its 
line  and  gave  back.  Bather  in  the  rear  and  near  to  this  regiment  was 
the  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee,  commanded  by  Colonel  Stanton,  which 
engaged  the  enemy,  when  the  colonel  was  wounded  at  the  head  of  his 
men;  but  this  regiment,  impressed  with  the  same  idea  which  had  proved 
fatal  to  General  Zollicoffer — that  it  was  engaged  with  friends — soon 
broke  its  line  and  fell  into  some  disorder. 

At  this  time — the  fall  of  General  Zollicofter  having  been  announced  to 
me — I went  forward  in  the  road  to  the  regiments  of  Colonels  Cummings 
and  Stanton,  and  announced  to  Colonel  Cummings  the  death  of  General 
Zollicoffer,  and  that  the  command  of  the  brigade  devolved  upon  him. 

There  was  a cessation  of  firing  for  a few  moments,  and  I ascertained 
that  the  regiment  of  Colonel  Battle  was  on  the  right  and  the  Mississippi 
regiment  in  the  center,  neither  as  yet  having  been  actively  engaged, 
and  the  enemy  in  front  of  the  entire  line.  I had  ordered  General  Car- 
roll  to  bring  up  his  brigade,  and  it  was  now,  in  supporting  distance, 
displayed  in  line  of  battle. 

1 now  repeated  my  orders  for  a general  advance,  and  soon  the  battle 
raged  from  right  to  left.  When  I sent  my  aide  to  order  the  Fifteenth 
Mississippi  to  charge,  I sent  by  him  an  order  to  General  Carroll  to  ad- 
vance a regiment  to  sustain  it.  He  ordered  up  for  that  purpose  Colonel 
Murray^s  (Twenty-eighth  Tennessee)  regiment,  which  engaged  the  en- 
emy on  the  left  of  the  Mississippi  regiment  and  on  the  right  of  Stanton’s 
(Tennessee)  regiment.  1 ordered  Captain  Eutledge,  with  two  of  his 
guns,  forward  in  the  road  to  an  advanced  and  hazardous  position,  order- 
ing Colonel  Stanton  to  support  him,  where  I hoped  he  might  bring  them 
to  play  effectively  upon  the  enemy;  but  the  position  did  not  permit 
this,  and  he  soon  retired,  under  my  order.  At  this  point  the  horse  of 
Captain  Butledge  was  killed  under  him. 

Very  soon  the  enemy  began  to  gain  ground  on  our  left  and  to  use  their 
superior  force  for  flanking  in  that  quarter.  I was  in  person  at  the  right 
of  the  line  of  Stanton’s  regiment,  the  battle  raging,  and  did  not  observe 
this  so  soon  as  it  was  observed  by  General  Carroll,  who  moved  the  reg- 
iment of  Colonel  Cummings,  then  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Walker,  to  the  left,  to  meet  this  movement  of  the  enemy,  and  formed 
the  Seventeenth  Tennessee,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Miller, 
to  support  the  regiments  on  the  left.  The  regiments  of  Murray,  Stan- 
ton, and  Cummings  were  driven  back  by  the  enemy,  and,  while  reform- 
ing in  the  rear  of  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee,  that  well-disciplined  reg- 
iment met  and  held  in  check  for  some  time  the  entire  right  wing  of  the 
Northern  army.  These  regiments  on  my  left  and  on  the  left  of  the  road 
retired  across  the  field  a distance  of  about  250  yards,  and  there  for  a 
time  repulsed  the  advancing  enemy.  Especially  the  regiment  of  Colo- 
nel Stanton,  partially  rallied  by  its  gallant  field  officers,  formed  behind 
a fence,  and,  pouring  volleys  into  the  ranks  of  the  enemy  coming  across 
the  field,  repulsed  and  drove  them  back  for  a time  with  heavy  loss. 

For  an  hour  now  the  Fifteenth  Mississippi,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Walthall,  and  the  Twentieth  Tennessee,  under  Col.  Joel  A.  Battle,  of 
my  center  and  right,  had  been  struggling  with  the  superior  Ibrce  of  the 
enemy. 

I cannot  omit  to  mention  the  heroic  valor  of  these  two  regiments,  offi- 
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cers  and  men.  When  the  left  retired  they  were  flanked  and  compelled 
to  leave  their  position.  In  their  rear,  on  the  right  of  the  road,  was  the 
regiment  of  Colonel  Powell  (Twenty-ninth  Tennessee),  which  had  been 
formed  in  the  rear  and  ordered  forward  by  me  some  time  before.  G(m- 
eral  Carroll  ordered  this  regiment  to  face  the  flanking  force  of  the  enemy, 
which  was  crossing  the  road  from  the  left  side,  which  it  did,  checking 
it  with  a raking  fire  at  30  paces.  In  this  conflict  Colonel  Powell,  com- 
manding, was  badly  wounded. 

The  Sixteenth  Alabama,  which  was  the  reserve  corps  of  my  division, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Wood,  did  at  this  critical  juncture  mcst  emi- 
nent service.  Having  rushed  behind  the  right  and  center,  it  came  to  a 
close  engagement  with  the  pursuing  enemy,  to  protect  the  flanks  and 
rear  of  the  Fifteenth  Mississippi  and  Twentieth  Tennessee,  when  they 
were  the  last,  after  long  fighting,  to  leave  the  front  line  of  the  battle, 
and,  well  led  by  its  commanding  officer,  in  conjunction  with  portions  of 
other  regiments,  it  eflectually  prevented  pursuit  and  protected  my  return 
to  camj). 

Owing  to  the  formation  and  character  of  the  field  of  battle  I was  un- 
able to  use  my  artillery  and  cavalry  to  advantage  in  the  action.  During 
much  of  the  time  the  engagement  lasted  rain  was  falling.  Many  of  the 
men  were  armed  with  flint-lock  muskets  and  they  became  soon  unserv- 
iceable. 

On  the  field  and  during  the  retreat  to  camp  some  of  the  regiments 
became  confused  and  broken  and  great  disorder  prevailed.  This  was 
owing,  in  some  measure,  to  a want  of  proper  drill  and  discipline,  of  which 
the  army  had  been  much  deprived  by  reason  of  the  nature  of  its  con- 
stant service  and  of  the  country  in  which  it  had  encamped. 

During  the  engagement,  or  just  prior  to  it,  the  force  under  General 
Thomas  was  increased  by  the  arrival,  on  a forced  march,  of  a brigade 
from  his  rear,  which  I had  hoped  would  not  arrive  until  the  engagement 
was  over.  This  made  the  force  of  the  enemy  about  12,000  men.  My 
eftective  force  was  four  thousand.  The  engagement  lasted  three  hours. 

My  loss  was  125  killed,  309  wounded,  and  99  missing,  as  follows : 


• 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

15th  Mississippi  Resinient 1 

44 

153 

29 

20th  Tennessee  (Battle) 

33 

59 

18 

19th  Tennessee  (Cummings) 

10 

22 

2 

9.5tli  Tpimessee  (StantoTi) 

10 

28 

17 

17th  Tennessee  ( X ewman) 

11 

25 

2 

28th  Tennessee  (Murray) 

3 

4 

5 

29th  Tennessee  (Powell)  ... 

5 

12 

10 

16th  Alabama 

9 

5 

12 

Captain  Sannflers’  r,a,va.lry  .* 

1 

m 

The  loss  of  the  enemy,  from  the  best  information  I have  and  state- 
ments made  by  themselves,  may  be  estimated  at  700  killed  and  wounded. 
It  was  larger  than  mine  from  the  fact  that  my  regiments  on  the  left, 
after  first  being  driven  back,  fired  from  the  cover  of  woods  and  fences 
upon  the  large  numbers  advancing  upon  them  through  the  open  field, 
inflicting  heavy  loss  and  sustaining  but  little. 

My  command  retired  to  Beech  Grove  without  any  annoyance  in  the 
rear  by  infantry  or  cavalry.  On  the  return,  one  piece  of  artillery,  of 
Captain  Eutledge’s  battery,  mired  down  and  was  left. 

To  myself,  to  the  army,  and  to  the  country  the  fall  of  General  Zolli- 
coffer  was  a severe  loss.  I found  him  wise  in  council,  heroic  in  action. 
He  fell  in  the  front,  close  to  the  enemy,  and  they  bore  oil*  his  body.  Of 


CHAP.XVn.]  LOGAX’S  CROSS-ROADS,  KY.  109 

his  staff,  Lieutenants  Fogg  and  Shields  were  mortally  wounded  and  have 
since  died.  They  displayed  conspicuous  courage.  Lieutenant  Bailie 
Peyton,  jr.,  commanding  Company  A (of  Battle’s  regiment),  was  hilled  in 
the  heat  of  the  action.  Adjt.  Joel  A.  Battle,  jr.,  was  badly  wounded 
while  in  front  with  the  colors  of  his  regiment,  which  he  seized  when  the 
bearer  was  shot  down.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carter,  a distinguished  offi- 
cer of  this  same  regiment,  was  taken  prisoner.  Colonel  Battle  com- 
manded with  marked  ability  and  courage.  Colonel  Statham,  of  the  Fif- 
teenth Mississippi  Eegiment,  was  absent  at  the  time  of  the  battle  on 
furlough.  His  regiment  was  most  gallantly  led  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Walthall.  The  reputation  of  the  Mississippians  for  heroism  was  fully 
sustained  by  this  regiment.  Its  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  which  was 
far  greater  than  that  of  any  other  regiment,  tells  sufficiently  the  story 
of  discipline  and  courage.  The  already  extended  limits  of  this  report 
will  not  permit  me,  even  if  I had  them  at  hand,  to  enumerate  the  indi- 
vidual acts  of  courage  with  which  this  regiment  abounded.  Suffice  it 
to  say  that  it  is  entitled  to  all  i)raise. 

General  Carroll,  in  his  dispositions  and  conduct  during  the  engage- 
ment, manifested  both  military  skill  and  personal  valor.  My  assistant 
adjutant-geheral,  A.  S.  Cunningham,  and  my  aides,  Lieuts.  W^.  W.  Porter 
and  H.  I.  Thornton,  displayed  throughout  the  action  intelligence,  ac- 
tivity, and  courage,  and  were  of  great  service  to  me.  Happening  with 
me  at  the  time,  Maj.  James  F.  Brewer  volunteered  as  my  aide  and  was 
very  active  and  gallant  during  the  battle.  Surgeons  Morton,  Cliff,  and 
Dulany,  unwilling  to  leave  the  wounded,  remained  at  the  hospital  and 
were  taken  prisoners  b^^  the  enemy. 

I resumed  position  at  Beech  Grove  early  in  the  afternoon.  The 
enemy  followed  and  took  positions  in  force  on  my  left,  center,  and 
right.  On  my  left  they  proceeded  to  establish  a battery,  which  was  not 
ready  before  nightfall.  They  opened  with  two  batteries — one  in  front 
of  my  center  and  one  on  my  right.  Captain  McClung  and  Lieutenant 
Falconet,  commanding  a section  of  the  battery  of  Captain  Eutledge, 
replied  to  the  battery  of  the  enemy  in  front.  From  the  right  the  enemy 
fired  upon  the  steamboat,  which,  at  the  crossing,  was  commanded  by 
their  position.  Their  first  shots  fell  short  j afterwards,  mounting  a 
larger  gun,  as  it  grew  dark,  they  fired  a shot  or  two  over  the  boat,  and 
awaited  the  morning  to  destroy  it.  The  steamboat  destroyed,  the  cross- 
ing of  the  river  would  have  been  impossible. 

I considered  the  determination  in  the  council  of  war  on  the  previous 
evening  to  go  out  and  attack  the  enemy  virtually  a determination  that 
Beech  Grove  was  untenable  against  his  concentrating  force.  That  it 
was  so  untenable  was  my  decided  opinion.  With  the  morale  of  the 
army  impaired  by  the  action  of  the  morning  and  the  loss  of  what 
cooked  rations  had  been  carried  to  the  field,  I deemed  an  immediate 
crossing  of  the  Cumberland  Elver  necessary.  With  a view  to  retiring 
from  Beech  Grove,  I had  already  some  days  before  ordered  the  transfer 
of  trains  and  unused  horses  and  mules  to  Mill  Springs. 

On  the  evening  of  the  19th  I called  in  consultation  General  Carroll, 
Colonel  Cummings,  engineers,  artillery,  and  other  officers,  and  it  was 
considered  best  by  all  to  retire  from  Beech  Grove. 

I directed  at  once  that  the  crossing  should  be  effected  during  the 
night,  with  every  effort  and  artifice  to  insure  perfect  concealment  from 
the  enemy  and  the  success  of  the  movement.  Great  difficulty  attended 
the  movement  from  the  high  and  muddy  banks  and  the  width  and 
heavy  current  of  the  river,  the  limited  means  of  transimrtation  (the 
small  steamboat  and  two  small  flats)  and  the  immediate  presence  of 
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the  enemy  in  overwhelming  force.  I ordered  the  men  to  be  crossed 
over — first,  by  commands,  in  designated  order;  then  the  artillery  to  be 
crossed  over ; then  what  could  be  crossed  of  baggage  and  mules,  horses^ 
wagons,  &c.  I directed  the  cavalry  to  swim  their  horses  over.  Time 
only  permitted  to  cross  the  infantry  under  arms,  the  sick  and  wounded, 
one  company  of  cavalry  mounted,  the  rest  of  the  cavalry  dismounted, 
the  artillery- men,  and  some  horses.  Many  cavalry  horses,  artillery 
horses,  mules,  wagons,  and  eleven  pieces  of  artillery,  with  baggage  and 
camp  and  garrison  equipage  were  left  behind. 

Much  is  due  to  the  energy,  skill,  and  courage  of  Captain  Spiller,  of 
the  cavalry,  who  commanded  the  boat,  and  continued  crossing  over 
with  it  until  fired  upon  by  the  enemy  in  the  morning,  when  he  burned 
it,  by  my  directions. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  I had  my  command — nine  regiments  of 
infantry,  parts  of  four  battalions  and  two  companies  of  cavalry  (dis- 
mounted), my  sick  and  wounded,  parts  of  two  artillery  companies, 
(without  guns  or  horses),  and  six  pieces  of  artillery  (manned) — on  the 
south  side  of  the  Cumberland  River,  at  JMill  Springs.  On  the  other  side, 
at  Beech  Grove  (without  any  meaus  of  crossing),  were  twenty-seven 
regiments  of  iufantrj',  with  cavalry  and  artillery,  of  the  enemy. 

Any  further  collision  was  now  prevented,  but  the  want  of  commissary 
stores  compelled  me  at  once  to  move  to  Gainesborough,  lower  down  on 
the  river,  a distance  of  80  miles,  and  the  nearest  point  where  I could 
have  communication  by  water  with  Nashville  and  could  obtain  supplies. 

My  march  was  through  a poor  country,  over  very  bad  roads.  It  was 
hard  to  obtain  the  necessaries  of  life  along  the  route,  and  from  scant 
subsistence  and  difficult  marching  my  command  sufiered  greatly.  Maj. 
Giles  M.  Hillyer,  of  my  stafit',  division  commissary,  with  untiring  energy 
and  marked  ability,  exhausted  every  effort  in  the  management  of  his 
department,  and  supplied  whatever  could  be  obtained,  in  some  instances 
sacrificing  the  forms  prescribed  for  purchase  and  distribution  to  tbe 
exigencies  of  the  occasion  and  the  necessities  of  the  command. 

From  the  fatigues  of  the  march  and  the  want  of  proper  food  many 
were  taken  sick.  I am  much  gratified  to  commend  especial!}^  the  care 
for  the  wounded  and  sick,  under  most  embarrassing  circumstances,  on 
the  field  and  on  the  march,  under  the  efficient  charge  of  the  accom- 
plished medical  director  of  my  division.  Dr.  F.  A.  Ramsey.  j 

From  Mill  Springs  and  on  the  first  stages  of  my  march  many  officers  1 
and  men,  frightened  by  false  rumor  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  j 
shamelessly  deserted,  and,  stealing  horses  and  mules  to  ride,  fled  to  1 
Knoxville,  Nashville,  and  other  places  in  Tennessee.  To  prevent  this  I I 
used  every  endeavor,  and  was  laboriously  assisted  by  my  staff  and  other  I 
officers  of  the  command.  • j 

I am  proud  to  say  that  the  field  officers  of  all  the  commands,  and 
some  commands  almost  entire,  and  the  main  body  of  each  command, 
remained  ready  to  do  their  duty  in  any  emergency,  except  one  bat- 
talion of  cavalry — which  had  not  been  in  the  battle,  of  which  the  lieu-  ' 
tenant-colonel,  together  with  some  other  officers  and  some  privates,  j 
were  absent  on  furlough — of  the  body  of  which  being  present  only  one  j 
captain,  several  officers  and  men — in  all  about  25 — did  not  run  away. 

From  Gainesborough  I have  moved  my  division  to  this  point,  where  jj 
it  is  refurnished  and  drilling,  and  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  it  is  I 
ready  for  any  service  to  which  it  may  be  assigned.  i 

G.  B.  CRITTENDEN, 

Major-General  Provisional  Army  Confederate  States.  ■ 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  W.  Mackall, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General.  . 
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No.  18. 

Report  of  Brig,  Gen.  William  H.  Carroll^  C.  8,  Army^  commanding 

Second-  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  — Division,  C.  S.  Army, 

Gainesborough,  Tenn.,  September  1,  18G2. 

General:  I embrace  the  first  leisure  moment,  after  receiving  reports 
from  the  different  commanding  officers  of  this  brigade,  to  lay  before  you 
an  account  of  the  operations  of  my  command  in  the  engagement  with 
the  enemy  near  Fishing  Creek,  Kentucky,  on  the  morning  of  January  19. 

In  accordance  with  your  orders  of  January  17,  which  reached  me  at 
midnight  of  that  date,  I moved  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  Eegiment, 
then  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  P.  Murray,*  from  their  encamp- 
ment at  Mill  Springs  to  the  north  side  of  Cumberland  Eiver,  and  halted 
them  at  Camp  Beech  Grove,  taking  quarters  with  the  Twentieth  and 
Twenty-fifth  Tennessee  Eegiments,  commanded  by  Colonels  Battle  and 
Stanton,  which  were  then  encamped  at  that  place,  at  8 p.  m. 

On  the  evening  of  the  18th  instant  I received  orders  from  you  to  move 
my  command  at  12  o’clock  that  night  by  the  Fishing  Creek  road  in  the 
direction  of  Webb’s  [Logan’s]  Cross-Eoads,  a point  some  10  miles  distant 
in  a northern  direction  from  the  position  we  then  occupied.  At  the  hour 
designated  I put  my  command  in  motion  and  took  up  the  line  of  march 
for  the  point  above  mentioned.  The  brigade,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen. 
F.  K.  Zollicoffer,  preceded  me  about  tfirty  minutes,  taking  the  same 
direction  and  marching  about  1 mile  in  advance  of  my  front.  My  (com- 
mand, consisting  of  the  Seventeenth,  Twenty -eighth,  and  Twenty -ninth 
Tennessee  and  Sixteenth  Alabama  Eegiments  of  Infantry,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Branner’s  battalion  of  cavalry,  and  two  pieces  of  McClung’s  bat- 
tery, moved  in  the  following  order : The  Seventeenth  Tennessee,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Miller,  marched  in  front ) the  Twenty- 
eighth  Tennessee,  commanded  by  Col.  J.  P.  Murray,  followed  at  the  dis- 
tance of  about  30  traces  in  rear  of  the  Seventeenth  j the  Twenty-ninth 
Tennessee,  Col.  S.  Powell,  marched  about  the  same  distance  in  rear 
of  Colonel  Murray;  the  artillery  and  one  company  of  Branner’s  cavalry 
brought  up  the  rear,  and  the  remaining  cavalry  comiianies  marched  on 
either  flank,  with  orders  to  scout  tbe  adjoining  woods  upon  the  right 
and  left  of  the  Fishing  Creek  road,  along  which  we  were  then  march- 
ing. The  Sixteenth  Alabama  Eegiment,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Wood,  marched  about  GOO  paces  in  rear  of  the  remainder  of  my  com- 
mand, with  orders  to  hold  his  command  as  a reserve  corps  and  be  gov- 
erned in  his  after  movements  as  emergencies  might  require. 

The  night  was  dark  and  gloomy ; a cold  rain  was  constantly  descend- 
ing, rendering  the  march  extremely  difficult  and  unpleasant.  This,  to- 
gether with  the  almost  impassable  condition  of  the  roads,  rendered  so 
by  recent  heavy  rains,  so  much  retarded  our  ])rogress,  that  at  daylight 
we  had  not  advanced  more  than  10  miles  from  Camp  Beech  Grove,  thus 
consuming  nearly  six  hours  in  marching  this  short  distance. 

Just  at  dawn  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  and  while  the  trooi)s  were 
toiling  slowly  along  through  mud  and  water,  sometimes  more  than  a 
foot  in  depth,  I heard  the  report  of  several  guns,  tired  in  quick  succies- 
sion,  apparently  about  half  a mile  in  advance  of  me.  This  firing  I sup- 
posed [to  be]  from  the  enemy’s  pickets,  wdio  had  discovered  the  ai)i)roach 
ot  General  Zollicoffer’s  brigade.  In  a few  minutes  I heard  a heavy 


*The  rosters  of  Tenuesseo  regiments  show  him  to  have  heen  colonel  of  the  Twenty- 
eighth,  and  T.  B.  Murray  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Sixteenth,  at  this  date. 
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volley  of  musketry  proceeding  from  the  direction  of  the  former  reports 
and  extending  some  distance  to  my  right  and  left  in  a line  running  par- 
allel with  the  front  of  my  command.  The  rapid  and  continuous  fire  in 
front  convinced  me  that  General  Zollicoflter  had  encountered  the  enemy 
in  strong  force  and  a determined  and  sanguinary  conflict  had  com- 
menced. 

I immediately  moved  my  command  forward  at  double-quick  about 
lialf  a mile  to  the  brow  of  a hill  and  deployed  my  columns  in  line  of 
battle,  making  the  summit  of  the  hill  a partial  protection  for  the  men. 
While  forming  and  preparing  for  the  engagement  the  regiment  of 
Colonel  Murray  constituted  the  right  of  my  line  of  battle,  and  was  ex- 
tended the  full  length  of  its  line  on  the  east  side  of  Fishiug  Creek  road, 
while  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  Eegiment,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Miller, 
composed  my  left,  and  extended  in  a similar  manner  on  the  west  side  of 
the  road.  Colonel  PowelPs  regiment  (Twenty-ninth  Tennessee)  was 
drawn  up  in  the  rear  of  the  Twenty-eighth,  designed  to  act  as  a sup- 
porting or  reserve  corps,  as  circumstances  might  require.  Colonel 
Wood’s  Sixteenth  Alabama  was  posted  about  100  paces  in  rear  of  the 
Twenty-ninth,  and  on  the  east  side  of  the  road.  Branner’s  cavalry  was 
directed  to  take  post  in  rear  and  supporting  distance  of  my  left  flank, 
while  McClung’s  artillery  was  stationed  in  rear  of  my  center. 

This  disposition  of  my  forces  was  partly  induced  by  surrounding  cir- 
cumstances. The  morning  was  exceedingly  cloudy,  and  rendered  still 
darker  by  the  dense  volumes  of  smoke  arising  from  the  firing  in  front, 
so  that  the  eye  could  distinguish  objects  clearly  only  at  a short  distance. 

I could,  therefore,  only  judge  of  the  probable  force  and  position  of  the 
enemy  by  the  flash  and  report  of  their  guns.  Judging  as  correctly  as 
I could  by  these  indications,  I was  induced  to  think  that  the  most  vig- 
orous attack  was  bting  made  in  front  and  east  of  my  right  wing. 

In  order  to  determine  the  ])roper  manner  and  most  available  point  of 
bringing  my  force  into  action,  I left  my  command  stationary,  and  with  my 
staff  rocle  forward  until  I came  in  view  of  the  enemy,  on  the  declivity  of 
the  oi)posite  hill,  engaged  in  a fierce  conflict  with  a portion  of  General 
Zollicoffer’s  brigade.  I then  approached  you,  reported  for  orders,  and 
returned  to  my  command.  Soon  afterwards  your  aide.  Captain  Thornton, 
rode  up  and  ordered  me  to  advance  a regiment  to  sustain  the  gallant 
Fifteenth  Mississippi  in  a charge  which  he  was  then  on  the  way  to 
order. 

I accordingly  ordered  Colonel  Murray’s  regiment  to  move  forward  to 
the  foot  of  the  hill  and  take  shelter  behind  a rail  fence  and  some  sur- 
rounding timber.  In  a few  minutes  the  chivalrous  Mississippians  gal- 
lantly charged  and  were  driving  the  enemy  rapidly  before  them.  While 
thus  engaged  a.  regiment  of  cavalry  commenced  a flank  movement 
against  their  left.  I then  ordered  Colonel  Murray  to  advance  his  regi- 
ment against  this  flanking  force.  This  order  was  received  with  a shout 
by  the  entire  regiment,  who,  led  by  their  colonel,  dashed  into  the  thick-  ! 
est  of  the  fight.  About  this  time  a strong  re-enforcement  of  the  enemy  j 
appeared  on  our  left,  evidently  intending  to  attack  and  turn  our  left 
flank.  In  order  to  thwart  this  design,  I ordered  Colonel  Cummings’ 
regiment,  of  General  Zollicoff'er’s  brigade,  which  was  near  at  hand  and 
for  the  moment  disengaged,  to  move  by  the  left  flank  in  the  direction  j| 
of  the  approaching  enemy,  thus  extending  our  lines  nearly  to  the  full  | 
extent  of  their  right.  Misunderstanding  the  order,  the  regiment  fell 
into  some  confusion,  which  was,  however,  quickly  overcome  by  the  i 
promptness  and  activity  of  the  commanding  officer,  Lieutenant-Colonel  i 
Walker.  It  then  moved  in  good  order  to  the  place  assigned  it  and  did 
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^ood  service  as  long  as  it  remained  under  my  observation.  I then  or- 
dered ux)  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Miller,  and 
formed  it  behind  a fence,  within  80  or  100  yards  of  the  enemy.  This 
position  they  held  for  nearly  one  hour  against  an  overwhelming  force, 
meanwhile  pouring  a most  destructive  fire  against  the  advancing  column, 
sjweading  terror  through  the  ranks  of  the  enemy. 

I cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  striking  influence  over  this  regiment, 
of  the  thorough  and  rigid  discixiline  to  which  it  had  been  reduced  by  its 
efficient  commander.  Col.  T.  W.  Newman,  who  I regret  was  prevented 
from  being  present  at  the  engagement  by  some  indisposition. 

Perceiving  that  the  enemy  was  being  re-enforced  in  this  quarter  by 
several  fresh  regiments,  and  that  they  were  pushing  on  with  a most  de- 
termined courage,  I directed  my  aide,  W.  H.  Carroll,  to  return  and  order 
up  the  regiments  of  Colonels  Wood  and  Powell,  that  had  up  to  this  time 
been  held  in  reserve.  Colonel  Wood  brought  his  men  forward  with  the 
steadiness  of  veterans,  and  formed  them  in  battle  array  with  the  cool- 
ness and  precision  of  a holiday  parade.  Advancing  very  near  the  enemy, 
we  kept  up  a constant  and  most  destructive  fire  until  we  were  forced 
to  quit  the  field  and  fall  back  before  superior  numbers.  Ketiirning  a 
short  distance  we  rallied  and  renewed  the  contest,  but  were  again  as- 
sailed by  an  unequal  force  and  again  driven  slowly  back,  stubbornly  con- 
testing every  inch  of  ground  over  which  the  enemy  were  advancing.  The 
action  had  now  become  general  all  along  my  entire  line — the  Federals 
fighting  with  unusual  vigor  and  courage.  Pe-enforcements  of  the  enemy 
continuing  to  pour  in  upon  us  in  every  direction,  the  ground  was  soon 
covered  with  the  dead  and  wounded,  and  the  discharge  of  small-arms 
and  the  roar  of  cannon  were  incessant.  Whenever  we  could  succeed  in 
driving  back  one  regiment  another  would  supply  its  place  and  meet  us 
with  a more  determined  resistance.  Their  artillery,  having  been  brought 
into  play,  swept  the  entire  field,  throwing  shell,  grai^e,  and  canister  shat 
into  our  very  midst. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Twenty-eighth  Tennessee,  Col.  J.  P.  Murray, 
being  assailed  by  more  than  twice  its  numbers,  after  making  a brief  re- 
sistance, broke  and  fled  in  confusion  from  the  field.  The  Twenty-ninth 
Tennessee,  Colonel  Powell,  was  also  attacked  in  a similar  manner,  and, 
the  colonel  himself  being  seriously  wounded,  his  men  fell  back  in  con- 
siderable disorder  and  could  not  be  induced  to  face  the  enemy  again, 
though  every  effort  was  made  to  rally  them  back  by  their  own  officers 
and  members  of  my  staff.  Two  regiments  of  General  Zollicoff'ePs  com- 
mand had  already  been  forced  to  retire  from  the  field.  Their  retreat 
through  my  ranks  contributed  very  much  to  throw  my  columns  into  dis- 
order. The  regiments  of  Colonel  Wood  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Miller 
continued  to  hold  the  enemy  at  bay,  slowly  retiring  from  the  field  now 
lost  to  us. 

Perceiving  the  fortunes  of  the  day  were  against  us,  and  that  we  could 
not  longer  maintain  the  unequal  contest,  I reluctantly  permitted  my 
entire  command  to  retreat  in  the  direction  of  our  works  at  Mill  Springs. 
I was  not  able  to  bring  either  my  cavalry  or  artillery  into  action,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  rugged  and  une\'en  nature  of  the  ground  over  which  the 
battle  was  fought.  While  retiring  from  the  field  the  enemy  evinced  little 
disposition  to  i)ursue  us,  having  evidently  suffered,  iu  all  luobability,  a 
greater  loss  than  our  own. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  my  command  reached  our  encampment  at  Beech 
Grove  and  took  possession  of  the  fortifications  formerly  erected  at  that 
place.  I succeeded  in  bringing  from  the  field  as  many  of  my  wounded 
as  my  limited  means  of  transportation  would  permit. 

8 R E VOL  YII 
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At  about  5 o’clock  in  the  evening  tbe  enemy,  having  approached  within 
about  a mile  of  our  works,  planted  their  batteries  of  heavy  guns  on  com- 
manding eminences  and  commenced  a vigorous  cannonade,  which  would 
soon  have  driven  us  out  of  our  fortification’s  had  not  the  setting  in  of 
night  prevented  a further  prosecution  of  the  attack. 

Our  position  being  wholly  untenable,  it  was  determined  in  a council  of 
officers,  called  by  yourself,  to  abandon  it  and  return  to  the  opposite  bank 
of  the  Cumberland.  Having  but  one  small  boat  to  transport  the  entire 
force  across,  it  was  found  impossible  to  carry  with  us  any  of  our  camp 
equipage.  It  was  destroyed,  therefore,  in  order  that  it  might  not  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  I was  also  compelled  to  abandon  two 
pieces  of  McClung’s  battery  and  nearly  all  of  my  cavalry  horses.  Some 
of  the  latter  succeeded  in  swimming  the  river  and  many  were  drowned 
in  the  attempt.  By  daylight  in  the  morning  my  entire  command  had 
reached  the  south  side  of  the  Cumberland. 

Being  entirely  without  commissary  supplies,  and  there  being  none,  or 
but  little,  in  the  surrounding  country,  my  men  became  more  apprehen- 
sive of  destruction  by  famine  than  at  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Under 
the  influence  of  this  panic,  crea'ted  by  a fear  of  starvation,  many  de- 
serted the  army  and  fled  through  the  mountains  into  East  Tennessee. 
Among  these,  I regret  to  say,  were  some  officers,  but  mostly,  however, 
of  an  inferior  grade.  Most  of  my  officers  exerted  every  efibrt  to  preserve 
their  commands  intact  and  maintain  the  strictest  order  of  discipline  in 
the  retreat. 

The  casualties  in  my  command  during  the  engagement  were  as  fol- 
lows : 


Killed 28 

Wonnded 46 

Missing 29 

Total 103 


It  will  thus  be  seen  that  my  entire  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 
ing amounts  in  the  aggregate  to  103. 

Tlte  repulse  of  the  regiments  of  my  command  that  gave  way  in  con- 
fusion during  the  battle  is  attributed  (besides  the  superior  numbers  with 
which  they  were  contending),  in  a great  measure,  to  the  inefficient  and 
worthless  character  of  their  arms,  being  old  flint-lock  muskets  and  coun- 
try rifles,  nearly  half  of  which  would  not  fire  at  all. 

Haring  the  engagement  I saw  numbers  of  the  men  walking  delib- 
erately away  from  the  field  of  action  for  no  other  reason  than  [that]  their 
guns  were  wholly  useless.  Another  reason  why  some  of  the  troops 
under  my  command  did  not  exhibit  a more  soldierly  bearing  is  found  in 
the  fact  that  they  had  only  a day  or  two  before  been  assigned  me  and 
were  deficient  in  drill  and  discipline,  having  previous  to  that  time  had 
little  opportunity  of  becoming  i)rotlcient  in  these  particulars. 

I .cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  the  high  appreciation, 
both  by  myself  and  my  officers,  for  the  personal  courage  and  skill 
ei'inced  both  by  yourself  and  staffi  during  the  entire  engagement;  and 
however  much  I may  regret  the  unfortunate  disaster  which  befel  us,  I 
feel  conscious  that  it  resulted  from  no  want  of  gallantry  and  military,; 
tact  on  the  part  of  the  commanding  general.  J 

For  more  minute  details  I respectfully  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  | 
reports  af  the  commanding  officers  of  my  brigade. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  CAEROLL, 

Major-General  Crittenden,  Brigadier- General,  i 

Commanding  Division, 
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^5^0.  19. 


Report  of  Map  Horace  Rice,  Twenty-ninth  Tennessee  Infantry  [Con- 

Jederate). 


Camp  near  Gainesborough,  Tenn.,  February  2,  18G2. 

Sir  : In  compliance  with  your  order  I submit  a statement  of  the  move- 
ments and  casualties  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Tennessee  Regiment : 

This  regiment  was  under  command  of  Coionel  Samuel  Rowell,  and 
in  the  order  of  march  from  camp  to  the  field  was  in  tlie  last  of  your 
brigade,  except  Colonel  Wood’s  (Alabama)  regiment,  which  was  held  in 
reserve.  When  the  fight  commenced  it  was  on  this  side  of  the  branch, 
near  the  house  afterwards  occupied  as  a hospital  for  our  wounded. 

After  waiting  there  for  about  twenty  minutes  it  moved  across  the 
branch  and  up  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  when  it  v^as  formed  in  line  of 
battle  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  [moved]  forward  at  double-quick  to 
the  support  of  the  right,  then  engaged.  It  moved  down  through  the 
wheat  field,  where  it  halted  just  in  rear  of  Colonel  Murray,  and  [was] 
told  to  await  further  orders.  It  then  remained  inactive  until  it  was 
perceived  that  the  enemy  were  making  a flank  movement  on  our  left, 
when  orders  were  received  from  you  to  right  face,  thereby  presenting  a 
front  to  the  enemy’s  flankers  on  our  left.  This  maneuver  was  executed, 
our  line  being  on  the  brow  of  the  hill  at  the  edge  of  the  woods,  about 
100  yards  to  the  right  of  the  road.  The  enemy  crossed  the  road  and 
advanced  to  within  about  30  paces  of  our  line,  when  he  was  checked  by 
a raking  fire  from  our  boys,  and  held  in  that  position  until  i^ortions  of 
Colonel  Battle’s  and  the  Mississippi  regiments  passed  out  to  our  right. 

Colonel  Powell  was  wounded  about  the  time  the  enemy  crossed  the 
road  and  had  to  leave  the  field.  After  Colonel  Battle  and  the  Missis- 
sippians  passed  out,  finding  the  regiment  entirely  unsupported  and  in 
danger  of  being  cut  off,  I ordered  it  to  fall  back  and  file  off  after  the 
retreating  army. 

This  regiment  was  not  under  fire  more  than  ten  minutes ; but  the 
officers  and  men,  with  but  few  exceptions,  behaved  with  gallantry  and 
held  their  position  under  the  most  trying  circumstances  when  retreat 
seemed  to  be  the  general  order  and  all  were  falling  back  around  them. 

Some  of  the  friends  of  one  or  two  of  the  wounded  missing  think  they 
crawled  to  the  rear  several  miles  above  and  made  their  way  out;  but 
they  have  never  been  heard  of.  Colonel  Powell  was  severely  wounded 
and  has  been  taken  home.* 

Very  respectfully, 

HORACE  RICE, 

Major,  Commanding  Twenty-ninth  Tennessee  Regiment, 

Brigadier-General  Carroll. 


[Indorsement.] 

Major  Rice  errs  in  the  commands  given  his  regiment.  It  was  ordered 
by  me  to  face  to  the  right  and  file  left  with  half  of  his  battalion,  halt, 
and  front,  in  order  that  Colonel  Wood’s  regiment,  which  had  been 
ordered  forward,  could  occupy  the  ground  from  which  the  left  of  Col- 
onel Powell’s  regiment  had  been  moved.  Colonel  Wood’s  regiment 
numbered  only  330  men,  half  the  number  of  Colonel  Powell’s  command. 
Colonel  Powell  was  wounded  as  his  regiment  was  in  the  act  of  filing  to 
the  left,  and,  being  compelled  to  leave  the  field,  a large  portion  of  his 


^Nominal  list  of  casualties  shows  5 killed,  12  wounded,  and  11  missing. 
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men  retired  with  him.  A portion  of  the  left  wing  remained  with  Major 
Eice,  continuing  to  fight  with  the  Sixteenth  Alabama  until  both  were 
driven  back  by  superior  numbers. 


JANUARY  23-FEBRUARY  2,  1862. — Operations  near  Greenshurg  and 

Lebanon,  Ky. 

I?,EI>ORTS. 

No.  1. — Capt.  John  H.  Morgan,  Kentucky  Cavalry  (Confederate). 

No.  2. — Lieut.  Col.  T.  C.  H.  Smith,  First  Ohio  Cavalry. 


No.  1. 

Report  of  Capt  John  R,  Morgan^  Kentuclcy  Cavalry  (Confederate). 

r 

Camp  Ash,  February  2,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  as  per  instructions,  I started 
from  camp  28th  ultimo,  with  9 men  and  a guide. 

First  night  crossed  Barren  and  Green  Eivers,  and  stopped  at  a house 
about  8 miles  from  Green  Eiver  ; remained  all  next  day,  fearing  of  being 
seen  traveling  in  daylight ^ were  within  10  miles  of  Greeusburg ; rained 
day  and  night.  Next  evening  at  6 o^clock  started  in  the  direction  of 
Lebanon.  Creeks  risen  so  much  that  it  was  impossible  to  reach  Mrs. 
Sanders’  that  night;  tried  to  cross  one  stream,  and  came  very  near 
losing  both  horse  and  rider. 

Put  up  that  night  at  Daniel  Williams’,  which  was  about  6 miles  of 
Greeusburg  and  10  miles  from  top  of  Muldraugh’s  Hill. 

Started  by  da^^;  met  negro  owned  by  Lincoln  man,  L.  Thurman  ; 
took  him  along  to  pilot  us  through  the  creek,  as  the  ford  was  dangerous; 
stopped  at  L.  Thurman’s  house;  told  him  we  were  Government  troops, 
on  our  way  to  Lebanon,  carrying  dispatches  iiom  General  Buell,  and 
wanted  a pilot  to  take  us  around  a little  town  (Saloma),  which  was  u])on 
the  main  road,  and  which  we  wished  to  avoid ; he  told  me  to  take  his  j 
negro  and  keep  him  as  long  as  we  required  his  services,  and  wished  us  a I 
safe  trip.  About  10  o’clock  reached  the  turnpike  leading  from  Lexing- 
ton through  Lebanon,  Campbellsville,  Greeusburg,  and  Columbia,  the  lo 
road  upon  which  all  their  troops  and  transportation  pass.  At  the  point  | 
we  struck  the  pike  was  a large  log  church,  and  occupying  it  was  a party  | 
of  men,  in  the  employ  of  Government,  building  telegraph  to  Columbus. 
The  building  had  a large  quantity  of  stores  and  teiegraph  implements, 
and  a large  quantity  of  mess  pork,  beans,  crackers.  Hour,  soap,  sugar,  ; | 
coffee,  candles,  and  stores  of  various  kinds;  close  around  the  building  j 
were  three  United  States  wagons  filled  with  provisions;  took  4 men  ' 
prisoners,  who  were  in  charge  of  the  stores,  and  proceeded  down  pike  j 
in  direction  of  Lebanon.  Stopped  at  Mrs.  Sanders’  a lew  moments,  and  ; 
learned  that  a large  party  were  guarding  the  bridge  over  Boiling  Fork;  I 
that  a few  sick  were  at  Campbellsville,  and  a portion  of  two  regiments^ 
at  Greensburg,  and  a large  force  at  Columbia;  took  1 man  and  pro-, 
ceeded  within  about  8 miles  of  Lebanon;  returned  to  the  church  and 
took  dinner  with  prisoners. 

While  dining,  two  soldiers  were  passing  along  the  pike;  took  them.^ 
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KemaiDed  at  building  until  2 o’clock  j set  fire  to  building  5 remained 
until  all  the  wagons  and  house  were  consumed;  then  took  main  road 
which  leads  to  Glasgow,  passed  through  Saloma,  a little  town  about  ‘6 
miles  from  pike ; took  2 soldiers  and  1 lieutenant  prisoners : stopped  a 
few  moments  at  Summersville;  took  anothe  r Federal  prisoner,  who 
belonged  to  Colonel  Hobson’s  regiment,  at  Greensburg.  Captain  Twy- 
man  had  just  passed  through  that  place  with  40  men.  Beached  Green 
Biver  about  5 o’clock;  found  it  out  of  its  bank  and  a large  quantity  of 
drift  running;  had  to  go  up  the  river  about  2 miles  to  get  a boat,  which 
was  owned  by  a Lincoln  man  named  Montgomery ; he  took  us  for  Fed- 
erals,  as  we  had  so  many  Federal  uniforms,  and  came  over;  made  one 
trip,  and  had  crossed  half  over  with  another,  when  he  discovered  who 
we  were;  it  seems  that  one  of  our  prisoners  was  a private  in  Mont- 
gomery’s son-in-law’s  comi>any;  he  ran  the  boat  among  some  leaning- 
trees,  and  came  near  raking  all  the  horses  overboard ; succeeded  in  get- 
ting one  over  (which  was  lost).  Directly  the  boat  touched  shore  he  and 
his  negroes  ran  off,  leaving  the  boat  loose.  The  night  being  so  very 
dark,  it  was  impossible  to  shoot  them.  Some  of  the  men  caught  the 
boat  and  brought  it  over,  and  the  rest  of  us  succeeded  in  getting  across. 
We  then  set  it  adrift. 

Staid  that  night  at  Barnett’s,  near  the  river.  Started  at  day;  crossed 
Barren  Biver  at  Brewersburg;  it  was  so  high  that  it  was  impossible  to 
cross  any  lower  dow  n ; reached  Glasgow  near  night;  remained  until  this 
morning,  both  men  and  horses  being  nearly  worn-out. 

At  the  church  we  captured  8 horses;  at  one  stage  took  3 that  w^ere 
used  in  carrying  the  mail,  and  upon  our  way  home"  took  3 more,  which 
we  rode  to  relieve  the  ones  we  had  been  riding ; as  we  needed  the  horses 
in  my  command,  I distributed  them  among  the  men. 

The  man  Short,  who  was  a lieutenant,  is  a man  of  very  bad  character; 
was  a leader  among  the  Home  Guards  last  summer,  and  assisted  in 
popping  goods  going  South  at  the  very  town  where  we  captured  him. 
He,  last  September,  captured  me  and  two  loads  of  jeans  I was  taking 
South;  he  then  headed  a party  of  about  30  Home  Guards,  and  kept  me 
part  ot  three  days  at  the  church.  We  also  took  a negro  which  was  in 
the  Government  employ,  and  is  still  in  my  iiossession. 

Bespectfully, 

JOHN  H.  MOBGA^T, 

^ Commanding  Squadron, 

Brigadier- General  Hindman. 


i7o.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col,  T.  C.  H.  Smith,  First  Ohio  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  First  Ohio  Cavalry, 

Near  Lebanon,  Ky.,  January  31,  18G2. 

Colonel:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  4 p.  m.  of  the  29th  I 
learned  of  the  depredations  of  a jiarty  of  the  enemy  on  the  turnpike  12 
miles  below  Lebanon.  I started  immediately  with  two  companies  and 
pursued  them  to  Vaughn’s  Ferry,  about  24  miles  from  our  camp,  reach- 
ing that  i)oint  about  midnight.  They  had  crossed  the  river  some  hours 
beiore  in  the  ferry-boat  and  set  the  boat  adrift.  There  was  no  skiff  or 
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other  meaus  to  cross  the  river  there  with  dismounted  men,  and  I left 
Company  E,  Captain  Eggleston,  with  orders  to  wait  until  early  daylight, 
and  if  any  means  could  be  found  to  cross  the  river  safely  to  do  so,  and 
marched  with  the  other  company  (B,  Captain  Laughlin)  to  Greensburg, 
hoping  to  find  a boat  on  which  the  river  could  be  passed  with  mounted  5 
men. 

We  arrived  there  about  5 p.  m.,  and  were  informed  that  there  was  no 
boat  there.  By  Colonel  Hobson’s  active  exertions  a flat  was  found 
below  the  town  some  distance,  bailed  out,  and  put  in  order  by  9 a.  m., 
but  it  was  then  too  late  to  give  any  reasonable  probability  of  reaching 
the  enemy.  We  had  marched  34  miles,  most  of  the  distance  over  very 
rugged  roads  and  through  darkness,  and  the  flat  could  pass  at  most  but 
6 mounted  men  at  a time,  requiring  four  hours  and  a half  without  acci- 
dent to  pass  the  company,  with  a retreat  hazardous,  for  the  same  reason 
that  made  a further  advance  promise  to  be  fruitless.  I was  compelled 
by  these  reasons  to  abandon  any  further  pursuit  and  returned.  I sent 
orders  to  Captain  Eggleston  previously  to  return  if  he  found  no  means 
to  cross  the  river. 

The  officers  and  men  throughout  the  march  were  ready  for  any  exer- 
tion for  advance  and  in  good  discipline. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  C.  H.  SMITH, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel^  Commanding, 


FEBRUAEY  2,  1862. — Skirmish  in  Morgan  County,  Tennessee. 

REI’ORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  D.  Lcadbetter,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — Lieut.  Col.  J.  W.  White,  First  Tennessee  Cavalry. 


No.  1. 

Letter  of  Col,  L>.  Leadbetter,  C.  S.  Army, 

Headquarters, 

Knoxville^  Tenn.,  February  5,  1862. 

Sir:  I send  herewith  an  extract  from  a report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
White,  First  Eegiment  Tennessee  Cavalry,  from  which  it  appears  that* 
a part  of  that  regiment  had  a skirmish  with  the  traitors  of  Scott  and 
Morgan  counties  on  Sunday,  the  2d  instant,  capturing  1 prisoner,  4 
horses,  2 Minie  muskets,  and  1 navy  revolver,  killing  the  enemy’s  leader 
(Duncan)  and  perhaps  5 others.  1 inclose  herewith  some  papers  found 
on  the  body  of  Duncan.* 

The  cavalry,  while  expecting  orders  to  join  General  Crittenden,  have 
been  directed  to  scour  the  counties  of  Scott,  Morgan,  and  Campbell, 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  down  rebellion,  as  well  as  to  give  prompt 
notice  of  any  forward  movement  of  the  enemy’s  army.  Half  of  the 
company  of  sappers  and  miners,  organized  by  Major  Lea,  has  beenj 
ordered  to  Cumberland  Gap,  while  the  other  half,  protected  by  the  cavj; 
airy,  will  endeavor  to  obstruct  the  passes  leading  through  the  mouutains|< 

* See  note  ou  p.  119.  ^ 


i 


Chap.  XVn.]  CAPTURE  OF  FORT  HENRY,  TENN.  119 

from  Kentucky  to  Jacksborough.  I have  no  doubt  that  the  enemy  will 
attempt  an  advance  on  Knoxville  at  an  early  day. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  LEADBETTEE, 

Colonel^  Provisional  Army  Confederate  States, 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Geyieralj  Richmond^  Ya, 


Ko.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  J,  W.  Wliite^  First  Tennessee  Cavalry, 

Headquarters  First  Tennessee  Cavalry  Eegiment, 
Camp  Schooler^  Alorgan  County^  Tenn.^  February  3,  1802. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  a portion  of  our  regiment  engaged 
the  enemy  on  yesterday  at  about  12  o’clock  13  miles  northwest  of  this 
place.  A running  fight  for  nearly  an  hour  ensued  in  the  mountains. 
The  enemy’s  force  is  variously  estimated  from  100  to  300,  armed  with 
Minie  muskets  and  rifles. 

We  killed  their  captain,  and,  from  the  best  information,  5 others; 
captured  4 horses,  2 fine  Minie  muskets,  1 Colt’s  navy  iiistol,  a small 
quantity  of  ammunition,  and  1 prisoner. 

Inclosed  I send  you  certain  pajiers  found  by  me  on  the  person  of  their 
dead  captain.* 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  we  lost  only  1 horse  killed  and  a few 
slight  scratches.  Our  men  all  acted  bravely  for  raw  troops. 

1 cannot  forbear  to  mention  the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  Brown,  of 
Comiiany  C,  and  Sergeant  Eeagan,  of  Company  E. 

I am  satisfied  that  the  Federal  Army  in  force  is  approaching  us ; I 
think  by  way  of  WTlliamsburg,  Ky.,  through  Chitwood’s  Gap.  It  is 
raining  and  the  waters  are  up,  so  we  cannot  well  get  out  of  here ; but  I 
will  move  Captains  McKenzie’s  and  Gorman’s  companies,  if  iiossible, 
to-morrow  on  Jacksborough. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vours,  &c., 

J.  W.  WHITE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding  First  Tennessee  Cavalry. 

T>.  Leadbetter, 

Colonel^  Commanding.  Knoxville^  Tenn. 


FEBRUARY  6,  1862. — Capture  of  Fort  Henry,  Tennessee. 

REPORTS,  ETC. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Halleck,  U.  S.  Array,  commraanding  Department  of  the 
Missouri,  and  correspondence  with  Flag-Officer  Foote  and  Brigadier-General 
Grant. 

No.  2. — Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  forces  on  the 
Western  waters. 

No.  3. — Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  laud  forces  of  the  expedition. 
No.  4. — Brig.  Gen.  John  A.  McClernand,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division. 

*A  private  letter  and  some  unimportant  money  vouchers.  Omitted. 
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No.  5. — General  A.  Sidney  JoLnston,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  "Western  Department. 
No.  6. — Lieut.  Col.  Jeremy  F.  Gilmer,  C.  S.  Army,  Chief  Engineer. 

No.  7. — Maj.  Geu.  Leonidas  Polk,  C.  S.  Army,  commundiug  at  Columbus,  Ky. 

No.  8. — Brig.  Geu.  Lloyd  Tilghman,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fort  Henry. 

No.  9. — Lieut.  Col.  Milton  A.  Haynes,  C.  S.  Army,  Chief  of  Tennessee  Corps  of 
Artillery. 

No.  10. — Col.  A.  Heiman,  Tenth  Tennessee  Infantry. . 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Henry  W.  HallccJcj  TJ.  S.  Army^  commayiding  Depart- 
ment of  the  Missouri,  and  correspo7ulence  with  Flag-Officer  Foote  and 
Brigadier- General  Grant. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  7,  1802. 

Fort  Henry  was  taken  yesterday,  with  seventeen  heavy  gnns,  General 
Lloyd  Tilghn*^iP  hnd  staR,  and  60  men,  altera  bombardment  of  one  hour 
and  a (jnarter  by  gunboats.  General  Grant/s  cavalry  and  gunboats  in 
])ursnit  of  the  remainder  of  the  garrison,  who  have  abandoned  artillery 
on  the  ro:;d.  Our  loss,  killed,  wounded,  and  scalded  by  destruction  of 
boiler  of  the  Essex,  44.  Captain  Porter  is  badly  but  not  dangerously 
scalded.  General  0.  F.  Smith  has  possession  of  the  enemy’s  redan  on 
the  western  bank  of  the  Tennessee.  General  Grant’s  infantry  and  artil- 
leiy  have  gone  to  attack  Fort  Donelson  at  Dover,  on  the  Cumberland. 
The  gunboats  not  disabled  are  moving  up  the  Tennessee.  Commodore 
Foote,  with  disabled  gunboats,  has  returned  to  Cairo — gunboats  for 
repairs;  will  soon  return  to  the  fieid.  Enemv’s  loss  not  known. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 

Major-General  McClellan. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  11,  1802. 

General  : Inclosed  herewith  I have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Com- 
maader-in-Chief  official  copies  of  the  reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  TJ.  S.  Grant 
and  Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote  in  regard  to  the  capture  of  Fort  Henry. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respectfully-,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major- General,  Comm  anding. 

General  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Cairo,  January  28,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Halleck, 

Saint  Louis.,  Mo. : 

Commanding  General  Grant  and  myself  are  of  opinion  that  Fort 
Henry,  on  the  Tennessee  Eiver,  can  be  carried  with  four  iron-clad  gun- 
boats and  troops  to  permanently  occupy.  Have  we  your  authority  to 
move  for  that  purpose  when  ready  ? ,7| 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  I 
Flag-Officer.  « 
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Cairo,  January  28,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Saint  Louis  Mo. : 

With  permission,  I will  take  Fort  Henry,  on  the  Tennessee,  and  estab- 
lish and  hold  a large  camp  there. 

IJ.  S.  GRANT, 
Brigadier  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

CairOj  January  29,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Saint  Louis j Mo.: 

In  view  of  the  large  force  now  concentrating  in  this  district  and  the 
present  feasibility  of  the  plan  I would  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety 
of  subduing  Fort  Henry,  near  the  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  line,  and 
holding  the  position.  If  this  is  not  done  soon  there  is  but  little  doubt 
but  that  the  defenses  on  both  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  Rivers  will 
be  materially  strengthened.  From  Fort  Henry  it  will  be  easy  to  operate 
either  on  the  Cumberland,  only  12  miles  distant,  Memphis,  or  Colum- 
bus. It  will,  besides,  have  a moral  effect  upon  our  troops  to  advance 
them  toward  the  rebel  States.  The  advantages  of  this  move  are  as 
perceptible  to  the  general  commanding  as  to  myself,  therefore  further 
statements  are  unnecessary. 

H.  S.  GRANT, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Saint  Louis,  January  30,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  IJ.  S.  Grant, 

Cairo^  III. : 

Make  your  preparations  to  take  and  hold  Fort  Henry.  I will  send 
you  written  instructions  by  mail. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis ^ January  30,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  IJ.  S.  Grant, 

Cairo.,  III. : 

Sir:  You  will  immediately  prepare  to  send  forward  to  Fort  Henry,  on 
the  Tennessee  River,  all  your  available  forces  from  Smithland,  Paducah, 
Cairo,  Fort  Holt,  Bird’s  Point,  &c.  Sufficient  garrisons  must  be  left  to 
hold  these  places  against  an  attack  from  Columbus.  As  the  roads  are 
almost  impassable  for  large  forces,  and  as  your  command  is  very  defi- 
cient in  transportation,  the  troops  will  be  taken  in  steamers  up  the  Ten- 
nessee River  as  far  as  practicable.  Sui)plies  will  also  be  taken  up  in 
steamers  as  far  as  possible.  Flag-Officer  Foote  will  protect  the  trans- 
ports with  his  gunboats.  The  Benton  and  perhaps  some  others  should 
be  left  for  the  defense  of  Cairo.  Fort  Henry  should  be  take:i  and  held 
at  all  hazards.  I shall  immediately  send  you  three  additional  companies 
of  artillery  from  this  place. 

The  river  front  of  the  fort  is  armed  with  20-pounders,  and  it  may  be 
necessary  for  you  to  take  some  guns  of  large  caliber  and  establish  a bat- 


122  OPERATIONS  IN  KY.,  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  S.W.  VA.  [Chap.  XVn. 

tery  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  It  is  believed  that  the  guns  on 
the  laud  side  are  of  small  caliber  and  can  be  silenced  by  onr  field  artil- 
lery. It  is  said  that  the  north  side  of  the  river  below  the  fort  is  favor- 
able for  landing.  If  so,  yon  will  land  and  rapidly  occupy  the  road  to 
Dover  and  fully  invest  the  place,  so  as  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  gar- 
rison. Lieutenant-Colonel  Me.  Pherson,  U.  S.  Engineers,  will  immedi- 
ately report  to  you,  to  act  as  chief  engineer  of  the  expedition.  It  is  very 
probable  that  an  attempt  will  be  made  from  Columbus  to  re-enforce 
Fort  Henry  ; also  from  Fort  Donelson  at  Dover.  If  you  can  occupy  the 
road  to  Dover  yon  can  prevent  tlie  latter.  The  steamers  will  give  you 
the  means  of  crossing  from  one  side  of  the  river  to  the  other.  It  is  said 
that  there  is  a masked  battery  opposite  the  island  below  Fort  Henry. 
If  this  cannot  be  avoided  or  turned  it  must  be  taken. 

Having  invested  Fort  Henry,  a cavalry  force  will  be  sent  forward  to 
break  up  the  railroad  from  Paris  to  Dover.  The  bridges  should  be  ren- 
dered impassable,  but  not  destroyed. 

A telegram  from  Washington  says  that  Beauregard  left  IMauassas 
four  days  ago  with  fifteen  regiments  for  the  line  of  Columbus  and  Bowl- 
ing Green.  It  is  therefore  of  the  greatest  importance  that  we  cut  that 
line  before  he  arrives.  You  will  move  with  the  least  delay  possible. 
You  will  furnish  Commodore  Foote  with  a copy  of  this  letter.  A tele- 
graph line  will  be  extended  as  rapidly  as  possible  from  Paducah,  east  of 
the  Tennessee  Kiver,  to  Fort  Henry.  Wires  and  operators  will  be  sent 
from  Saint  Louis. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major  General, 


No.  2. 

Beport  of  Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Favy,  commanding  naval 
forces  on  the  Western  waters. 

Cairo,  III.,  February  7,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  6th  instant,  at  12.30 
o’cloclf  p.  m.,  I made  an  attack  on  Fort  Henr3^,  on  the  Tennessee  Eiver, 
with  the  iron-clad  gunboats  Cincinnati,  Commander  Stembel ; the  llag- 
ship  Essex,  Commander  Porter;  Carondelet,  Commander  Walke,  and 
St.  Louis,  Lieutenant-Commander  Paulding;  also  taking  with  me  the 
three  old  gunboats,  (;onestoga,  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps;  the  Tj^- 
ler,  Lieutenant-Commander  Gwin,  and  the  Lexington,  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Shirk,  as  a second  division,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
Phelps,  which  took  position  astern  and  inshore  of  the  armed  boats, 
doing  good  execution  there  during  the  action,  while  the  armed  boats 
were  placed  in  the  first  order  of  steaming,  approaching  the  fort  in  a 
parallel  line. 

The  fire  was  opened  at  1,700  yards^  distance  from  the  flag-ship,  which 
was  followed  by  the  other  gunboats,  and  responded  to  by  the  fort.  As 
we  approached  the  fort  under  slow  steaming  till  we  reached  within  600 
yards  of  the  rebel  batteries  the  fire  both  from  the  gunboats  and  fort 
increased  in  rapidity  and  accuracy  of  range.  At  twenty  minutes  before 
the  rebel  flag  was  struck  the  Essex  unfortunately  received  a shot  in 
her  boilers,  which  resulted  in  wounding,  by  scalding,  29  officers  and  men, 
including  Commander  Porter,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  inclosed  list  of  cas- 
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ualties.*  The  Essex  then  necessarily  dropped  out  of  line  astern,  entirely 
disabled,  an<l  unable  to  continue  the  fight,  in  which  she  had  so  gallantly 
l)articipated  until  the  sad  catastrophe.  The  firing  continued  with  una- 
bated rapidity  and  eflect  ui)on  the  three  gunboats  as  they  continued 
still  to  approach  the  fort  with  their  destructive  fire  until  the  rebel  flag 
was  hauled  down,  after  a very  severe  and  closely-contested  action  of  one 
hour  and  fifteen  minutes. 

A boat  containing  the  adjutant-general  and  captain  of  engineers  came 
alongside  after  the  flag  was  lowered,  and  reported  that  General  Lloyd 
Til^hman,  the  commander  of  the  fort,  wished  to  communicate  with  tlie 
flag-ofiicer,  when  I dispatched  Commander  Stembel  aud  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Phelps,  with  orders  to  hoist  the  American  flag  where  the 
secession  ensign  had  been  flying,  and  to  inform  General  Tilghman  that 
I would  see  him  on  board  the  flag-ship.  He  came  on  board  soon  after 
the  Union  had  been  substituted  for  the  rebel  flag  by  Commander  Stem- 
bel on  the  fort  aud  possession  taken.  I received  the  general,  his  stafl*, 
and  GO  or  70  men  as  prisoners,  and  a hosi3ital  ship  containing  GO  inva- 
lids, together  with  the  fort  aud  its  eflects,  mounting  twenty  guns,  mostly 
of  heavy  caliber,  with  barracks  and  tents  capable  of  accommodating 
15,000  men,  aud  sundry  articles,  ot  which,  as  I turned  the  fort  and  its 
effects  over  to  General  Grant,  commanding  the  Army,  on  his  arrival  in 
an  hour  after  we  had  mhde  the  capture,  he  will  be  enabled  to  give  the 
Government  a more  correct  statement  than  I am  enabled  to  communi- 
cate from  the  short  time  I had  possession  of  the  fort.  The  plan  of  the 
attack,  so  far  as  the  Army  reaching  the  rear  of  the  fort  to  make  a dem- 
onstration simultaneously  with  the  ]!^avy,  was  prevented  by  the  excess- 
ively muddy  roads  and  high  stage  of  water,  i)reveutiug  the  arrival  of 
our  troops  until  some  time  after  I had  taken  possession  of  the  fort. 

On  securing  the  prisoners  and  makingnecessaryi^reliminary  arrange- 
ments I dispatched  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  with  his  division,  up 
the  Tennessee  Eiver,  as  I had  previously  directed,  and  as  will  be  seen 
in  the  inclosed  order  to  him,*  to  remove  the  rails,  and  so  far  render  the 
bridge  incapable  of  railroad  transportation  and  communication  between 
Bowling  Green  and  Columbus,  and  afterwards  to  pursue  the  rebel  gun- 
boats and  secure  their  capture,  if  possible.  This  being  accomplished 
aud  the  Army  in  possession  of  the  fort  aud  my  services  being  indis- 
pensable at  Cairo,  I left  Fort  Henry  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day, 
with  the  Cincinnati  and  St.  Louis,  aud  arrived  here  this  morning. 

The  armed  gunboats  resisted  effectually  the  shot  of  the  enemy  when 
striking  the  casemate.  The  Cincinnati  (flag-ship)  received  31  shots,  the 
Essex  15,  the  St.  Louis  7,  and  the  Caroudelet  G,  killing  1 and  wounding 
9 in  the  Cincinnati  and  killing  1 in  the  Essex,  while  the  casualties  in 
the  latter  from  steam  amounted  to  28  in  number.  The  Caroudelet  and 
St.  Louis  met  with  no  casualties.  The  steamers  were  admirably  handled 
by  their  commanders  and  officers,  presenting  only  their  bow  guns  to  the 
enemy,  to  avoid  exposure  of  the  vulnerable  parts  of  their  vessels.  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Phelps,  with  his  division,  also  executed  my  orders 
very  effectuall}’,  and  promi)tly  proceeded  up  the  river  in  tlieir  further 
execution  after  the  capture  of  the  fort.  In  fact,  all  the  officers  and  men 
gallantly  performed  their  duty,  and,  considering  the  little  experience 
they  have  had  under  fire,  far  more  than  realized  my  expectations. 

Fort  Henry  was  defended  with  the  most  determined  gallantry  by  Gen- 
eral Tilghman,  worthy  of  a better  cause,  who,  from  his  own  account, 
went  into  the  action  with  eleven  guns  of  heavy  caliber  bearing  upon  our 
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boats,  which  he  fought  until  seven  of  the  number  were  dismounted  or 
otherwise  rendered  useless. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 

Flag-Officer^  Commanding  TJ.  IS.  Naval  Forces  Western  Waters, 
Major-General  Halleck, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

8aint  Louisj  February  9,  1862. 

I have  this  moment  receiv^ed  the  official  report  of  your  capture  of  Fort 
Henry,  and  hasten  to  congratulate  you  and  your  command  for  your 
brilliant  success. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General^  Commanding  Department. 
Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  Cairo. 


Ko.  3. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grants  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  land  forces 

of  the  expedition. 

Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

Fort  Henry,  February  6,  1862. 

Fort  Henry  is  ours.  The  gunboats  silenced  the  batteries  before  the 
investment  was  completed.  1 think  the  garrison  must  have  commenced 
the  retreat  last  night.  Oar  cavalry  followed,  finding  two  guns  aban- 
doned in  the  retreat. 

I shall  take  and  destroy  Fort  Donelson  on  the  8th  and  return  to  Fort 
Henry. 

JJ.  S.  GEANT, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 


Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

Fort  Henry,  February  6,  1862. 

Captain:  Inclosed  I send  you  my  order  for  the  attack  upon  Fort 
Henry.  Owing  to  dispatches  received  from  Major-General  Halleck 
and  corroborating  information  here  to  the  effect  that  the  enemy  were 
rapidly  re-enforcing,  I thought  it  imperatively  necessary  that  the  fort 
should  he  carried  to-day.  My  forces  were  not  up  at  11  o’clock  last 
night  when  my  order  was  written,  therefore  I did  not  deem  it  practi- 
cable to  set  an  earlier  hour  than  11  o’clock  to-day  to  commence  the 
investment. 

The  gunboats  started  up  at  the  same  hour  to  commence  the  attack, 
and  engaged  the  enemy  at  not  over  600  yards.  In  a little  over  one 
hour  all  the  batteries  were  silenced  and  the  fort  surrendered  at  discre- 
tion to  Flag-Officer  Foote,  giving  us  all  their  guns,  camp  and  garrison 
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equipage,  &c.  The  piisoners  taken  are  General  Tilghinan  and  staff, 
Captain  Taylor  and  company,  and  the  sick.  The  garrison,  I think, 
must  have  commenced  their  retreat  last  night  or  at  an  early  hour  this 
morning.  Had  I not  felt  it  an  imperative  necessity  to  attack  Fort 
Henry  to-day  I should  have  made  the  investment  complete  and  delayed 
until  to  morrow,  so  as  to  have  secured  the  garrison.  I do  not  now 
believe,  however,  that  the  result  would  have  been  any  more  satisfactory. 

The  gunboats  have  i)ioved  themselves  well  able  to  resist  a severe 
cannonading.  All  the  iron-clad  boats  received  more  or  less  shotvS — the 
flag-ship  some  28 — without  any  serious  damage  to  any  except  the  Essex. 
This  vessel  received  one  shot  in  her  boiler  that  disabled  her,  killing  and 
wounding  some  32  men.  Captain  Porter  among  the  wounded. 

I shall  take  and  destroy  Fort  Donelson  on  the  8th  and  return  to  Fort 
Henry  with  the  forces  employed,  unless  it  looks  feasible  to  occupy  that 
place  with  a small  force  that  could  retreat  easily  to  the  main  body.  I 
shall  regard  it  more  in  the  light  of  an  advance  grand  guard  than  as  a 
l)ermaneut  post. 

For  the  character  of  the  works  at  Fort  Henry  I will  refer  you  to 
re])orts  of  the  engineers,  which  will  be  required. 

Owing  to  the  intolerable  state  of  the  roads  no  transportati- -n  will  be 
taken  to  Fort  Donelson  and  but  little  artillery,  and  that  with  double 
teams. 

Hoping  that  what  has  been  done  will  meet  the  approval  of  the  major- 
general  commanding  the  department,  I remain,  &c., 

U.  S.  GKANT, 

Brigadier-  General, 

Capt.  J.  C.  Kelton,  Saint  Louis,,  Mo, 

^ [InclosTire.] 

Field  Orders,  ) Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

; ^o.  1.  ) Camp  in  Field,  near  Fort  Henry,  February  5,  18G2. 

The  First  Division,  General  J.  A.  McClernand  commanding,  will  move 
f at  11  o’clock  a.  m.  to-morrow,  under  the  guidance  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
^ McPherson,  and  take  a position  on  the  roads  from  Fort  Henry  to  Fort 
I Donelson  and  Dover.  It  will  be  the  special  duty  of  this  command  to 
^ prevent  all  re-enforcements  to  Fort  Henry  or  escape  from  it,  also  to  be 
i held  in  readiness  to  charge  and  take  Fort  Henry  by  storm  inomptly  on 
I the  receipt  of  orders.  Two  brigades  of  the  Second  Division,  General 

1C.  F.  Smith  commanding,  will  start  at  the  same  hour  from  the  west 
bank  of  the  river,  and  take  and  occupy  the  heights  commanding  Fort 
Henry.  This  point  will  be  held  by  so  much  artillery  as  can  be  made 
available  and  such  other  troops  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  general  com- 
manding Second  Division  may  be  necessary  for  its  protection.  The 
Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  will  advance  up  the  east  bank  of  the 
Tennessee  Fiver  as  fast  as  can  be  securely  done,  and  be  in  readiness  to 
charge  upon  the  fort  or  move  to  the  supi)ort  of  the  First  Division,  as 
may  be  necessary.  All  the  forces  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  not 
required  to  hold  the  heights  commanding  Fort  Henry  will  return  to  their 
■■  trjinsports,  cross  to  the  east  bank,  and  follow  the'First  Division  as  raj)- 
' idly  as  possible.  The  west  bank  of  the  Tennessee  Kiver  not  having 
‘ been  reconnoitered,  the  commanding  officer  intrusted  with  taking  i)os- 
session  of  the  enemy’s  works  there  will  proceed  with  great  caution,  and 
obtain  such  information  as  can  be  gathered  and  such  guides  as  can  be 
found  in  the  time  intervening  before  11  o’clock  to-morrow. 

The  trooi^s  will  move  with  two  days’  rations  of  bread  and  meat  in 
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tbeir  haversacks.  One  corapany  of  the  SecoDcl  Division,  armed  with 
rifles,  will  be  ordered  to  report  to  Flag-Officer  Foote,  as  sharpshooters, 
on  board  the  gnnboats. 

By  order;  IT.  S.  GKANT, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 


4. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen,  John  A.  McGlernand,  U.  8.  Army^  commanding 

First  Division, 

Headquarters  First  Division, 

Fort  Foote^  February  10,  18G2. 

General:  Following  is  the  report  of  the  operations  of  the  First 
Division  of  the  advance  forces,  under  my  command,  from  the  date  of 
their  embarkation  at  Cairo,  on  the  2d  instant,  to  the  date  of  their  march- 
ing from  Fort  Henr}^,  on  the  Tennessee  River,  to  this  place : 

The  division  consisted  of  the  First  and  Second  Brigades  of  the  Army 
of  the  District  of  Cairo,  of  which  you  were  chief. 

The  First  Brigade,  commanded  by  Col.  R.  J.  Oglesby,  acting  as  brig- 
adier, was  composed  of  the  Eighth,  Lieut.  Col.  F.  L.  Rhoads ; Eight- 
eenth, Col.  M.  K.  Lawler  5 Twenty-ninth,  Col.  James  S.  Reardeu  ; Thir- 
tieth, Lieut.  Col.  E.  S.  Dennis,  and  Thirty-first  Regiments,  Col.  John  A. 
Logan  ; Stewart^s,  Dollins’,  O’Harnett’s,  and  CarmichaePs  cavalry  com- 
paiiiesj  Schwartz’s  battery,  Lieut.  G.  C.  Gumbart,  commanding,  and 
Dressei’s  battery  of  James  rifled  pieces. 

The  Second  Brigade,  commanded  by  Col.  W.  H.  L.  Wallace,  was  com- 
posed of  the  Eleventh,  Lieut.  Col.  T.  E.  G.  Ransom  ; Twentieth,  Col.  C. 

C.  Marsh;  Forty-fifth,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  A.  Maltby,  and  Forty-eighth  Regi- 
ments, Col.  I.  IN.  Haynie;  Fourth  Cavalry,  Col.  T.  Lyle  Dickey,  and 
Taylor’s  and  McAllister’s  batteries ; all  Illinois  volunteers,  except  a few 
men  in  Schwartz’s  battery. 

The  staff  of  the  First  Division  consisted  of  the  following  officers : Maj. 

M.  Brayman,  Twenty-ninth  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers,  acting  assist- 
ant adjutant-general ; Capt.  A.  Schwartz,  light  artillery,  acting  chief 
of  staff;  Capt.  Warren  Stewart,  Independent  Cavalry,  acting  aide; 
Capt.  James  Dunlap,  assistant  quartermaster  and  aide;  H.  P.  Stearns, 
surgeon  and  acting  aide ; Lieut.  Henry  C.  Freeman,  acting  engineer  and 
aide ; Lieut.  William  H.  Heath,  acting  assistant  commissary  of  subsist- 
ence and  aide;  Lieut.  E.  S.  Jones,  Twenty-seventh  Regiment,  ordnance 
officer  and  ai(ie. 

Arriving  at  Paducah  at  3 o’clock  p.  m.  of  the  2d  instant  in  advance 
of  the  transports  bearing  m.v  division,  I awaited  their  coming  up,  and 
in  the  mean  time  sought  an  interview  with  you,  in  which  you  instructed 
me  to  continue  my  advance  up  the  Tennessee  River.  Prescribing  the 
order  in  which  the  transports  should  proceed  and  preceded  by  two  gun-  . 
boats,  assigned  by  Flag-Officer  Foote  as  a convoy,  we  immediately  started,  & 
and  without  accident  or  delay  disembarked  at  Itra  Landing,  in  Tennes-  ] 
see,  8 miles  below  Fort  Henry,  at  4.30  o’clock  a.  m.  next  day.  J 

At  the  moment  of  disembarking  I issued  the  following  field  order,  j 
viz : 

Commanders  of  brigades,  before  landing  their  troops,  will  cause  one  company  of 
infantry  to  be  detailed  for  the  purpose  of  affording  protection  and  other  assistance  to 
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each  battery.  These  corapanies  will  defend  the  batteries  to  the  last,  the  cannoneers 
having  only  to  attend  to  the  working  of  the  guns. 

In  forming  encampments  for  the  troops,  commanders  of  brigades  will  strictly  observe 
the  following  instructions,  viz  : 

Ist.  The  artillery  will  be  placed  in  the  most  commanding  positions,  at  all  times 
giving  it  as  wide  a range  as  possible. 

2d.  Adequate  support  must  always  be  given  to  the  batteries,  and  for  this  purpose 
the  infantry  camps  should  be  suitably  arranged. 

3d.  In  the  absence  of  commanding  positions  for  the  artillery  within  the  limits  of  the 
camp  it  will  be  placed  centrally,  so  as  to  be  protected  by  infantry  in  front  and  rear 
and  on  the  flanks.  In  the  latter  case  the  guns  will  not  be  unlimbcred. 

4th.  Cavalry  not  on  picket  or  other  duty  will  be  kept  in  the  rear. 

5th.  In  all  cases  practicable  infantry  camps  will  be  formed,  so  as  to  facilitate  an 
immediate  formation  in  line  of  battle  before  the  encampment  and  fronting  the  enemy. 

6th.  Public  roads  and  other  means  of  communication  must  not  be  obstructed  by 
encampments  or  baggage  trains. 

7th.  Requisitions  and  returns  for  provisions  and  forage  must  be  made  in  due  form, 
approved  by  brigade  commanders,  and  correspond  with  the  showiug  of  the  proper 
reports. 

8th.  Commanders  of  brigades  are  expressly  enjoined  to  punish  all  depredators  upon 
the  persons  or  property  of  peaceful  citizens — such  depredators  being  members  of  their 
commands.  In  short,  as  an  assurance  of  success,  the  utmost  discipline  and  most  per- 
fect subordination  are  required  and  expected. 

Having  disembarked  at  Itra  Landing  and  sent  ont  Lieutenant  Free- 
man and  Captain  Schwartz  to  select  suitable  ground  for  encamping  my 
division ; having  also  sent  forward  a detachment  of  cavalry  to  recon- 
noiter  toward  the  enemy,  and  having  gone  forward  with  Captain  Stewart, 
of  m3’  staff*,  for  the  same  purpose,  you  came  up,  and  upon  my  return, 
and  in  view  of  the  fuller  information  you  had  obtained,  ordered  the  re- 
embarkation of  my  division,  preparatory  to  a second  disembarkation 
nearer  Fort  Henry  at  a more  favorable  point. 

By  10  o’clock,  and  before  the  transports  bearing  any  other  of  our 
troops  had  come  in  sight,  preceded  by  myself  and  staff,  my  division  had 
reached  Baile3’s  Ferr3^,  4 miles  below  Fort  Henry,  and  by  3 o’clock  p. 
m.  had  all  disembarked  on  the  Tennessee  shore.  In  the  mean  time  a 
loyal  citizen,  being  the  proprietor  of  a neighboring  farm  house,  informed 
me  that  mounted  pickets  of  the  enemy  had  been  posted  hard  by,  where 
some  of  them  had  been  seen  about  the  time  of  our  landing.  Corrobora- 
tive cf  this  report,  upon  my  return  to  our  transports  I observed  several 
mounted  pickets  of  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  or  Kentucky  shore  of  the 
river.  A shot  or  two  from  the  carbine  of  one  of  m.y  orderlies,  followed 
by  a shell  from  one  of  the  gunboats,  dispersed  not  only  them,  but  an- 
other party  of  the  enemy  in  sight  farther  up  the  river.  Immediately 
after  I ordered  an  inland  movement,  which  served  both  as  a reconnais- 
sance in  force  and  as  an  occupation  of  the  neighboring  hills. 

At  this  time  the  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry  (Colonel  Dickey),  which  had 
been  disembarked  at  Patterson’s  Ferr3^,  13  miles  above  Paducah,  had 
not  joined  us,  in  consequence  of  heavy  rains  and  mir3^  roads ; but  making 
the  most  of  my  means,  I ordered  a small  cavalry  force  to  reconnoiter 
toward  the  fort,  which,  soon  encountering  the  enemy’s  pickets,  drove 
them  back.  While  this  was  going  on  my  infantr3’  and  artillery  had 
moved  inland,  and,  occupying  the  crest  of  a range  of  hills  running  par- 
allel with  and  near  the  river,  bivouacked  in  line  of  battle,  prepared  to 
meet  au3^  emergency.  The  formation  of  the  hills  and  the  disposition  of 
my  forces  of  all  arms  relatively  to  the  hills,  the  river,  and  the  enemy  are 
illn strafed  by  the  diagram  herewith  inclosed.  * 

A reconnaissance  made  the  same  evening  by  myself  and  staff  con- 
vinced me  of  the  expediency  of  sending  forward  a battery,  supported  by 
at  least  two  regiments  of  inhintry,  to  command  the  road  leading  to  Fort 


*Not  found. 
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Henry  where  it  crossed  Panther  Creek.  By  an  early  hour  next  morn- 
ing this  had  been  done.  At  this  place,  named  by  me  Camp  Halleck, 
the  portion  of  Colonel  Cookes  brigade  with  him,  including  a battery  of 
Major  CavendePs  Missouri  artillery,  formed  a part  of  my  command 
until  General  Smith’s  division,  of  which  it  was  a part,  came  up. 

At  Camp  Halleck,  on  the  night  of  the  4th,  my  men  lighted  their 
camp  fires  for  the  first  time  since  their  departure  from  Cairo.  In  the 
mean  time  the  rations  which  they  had  drawn  for  the  1st  and  2d  of  Feb- 
ruary had  been  consumed.  On  the  4th  they  had  twice  disembarked  and 
once  embarked,  closing  the  labors  and  trials  of  the  day  by  ascending  to 
the  crest  of  high  and  rocky  hills,  up  which  they  hauled  their  artillery 
by  hand  and  the  aid  of  prolonged  ropes.  Here,  bivouacking  in  the  cold, 
they  cooked  a meal  for  the  first  time  in  three  days. 

Our  camp,  marked  distinctly  by  its  numerous  fires,  ranging  along  the 
crest  and  down  the  slopes  of  lofty  hills  and  in  the  valley  toward  the 
river,  tog<dher  with  the  many  transports  and  gunboats  which  had  come 
up  and  formed  the  foreground,  exhibited  a most  grand  and  imposing 
spectacle,  and,  having  been  witnessed  by  the  enemy’s  scouts  on  the 
opi)osite  side  of  the  river,  multiplied  in  their  imaginations  our  numbers, 
and,  as  we  afterward  learned  from  prisoners,  materially  contributed  to 
induce  the  early  evacuation  of  Fort  Henry. 

On  the  5th  I ordered  Col.  B.  J.  Oglesby,  commanding  the  First 
Brigade,  to  send  a strong  detachment  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  under 
instructions  to  reconnoiter  the  country  between  Camp  Halleck  and 
Fort  Henry,  the  apt)roaches  and  accessibility  of  the  latter,  and  its  posi- 
tion and  various  external  relations.  The  order  was  promptlj^  executed, 
under  the  ])ersonal  supervision  of  Colonel  Oglesby,  accompanied  by 
Col.  J.  D.  Webster,  chief  of  your  staff,  Capt.  A.  Schwartz,  chief  of  my 
staff,  and  Lieut.  H.  C.  Freeman,  engineer  of  my  division  and  also  a 
member  of  my  staff,  whose  zeal  and  efficiency  were  rewarded  by  valu- 
able information  gained. 

During  this  reconnaissance  Captain  Schwartz  and  Lieutenant  Free- 
man, together  with  their  orderlies,  being  in  advance,  encountered  the 
])icket8  of  tlie  enemy  at  the  crossing  of  two  paths,  about  one  mile  and  a 
half  from  the  fort.  A few  shots  caused  the  enemy  to  dissappear,  but,  as 
was  supposed,  for  the  purpose  of  returning  with  increased  numbers  and 
the  hope  of  capturing  our  party.  Captain  Schwartz  and  Lieutenant 
Freeman  having  reported  what  had  transpired  and  the  supposed  inten- 
tion of  the  enemy  to  Colonel  Oglesby^,  the  latter  promptly  moved  for- 
ward his  detachment  of  infantry  to  and  beyond  the  spot  where  the 
enemy  had  been  seen.  In  the  mean  time  the  enemy  had  shown  himself 
in  the  rear  both  of  our  infantry  and  cavalry,  with  the  evident  design  of 
cutting  off  the  latter,  i^ot  being  apprised  of  the  proximity  of  the 
former.  Captain  Dollins  instantly  turned  upon  the  superior  numbers  of 
the  enemy  and  boldly  met  him,  and  alter  a sharp  skirmish  of  some  ten 
minutes,  in  which  one  man  was  killed  and  several  wounded  on  each 
side,  put  him  to  flight,  forcing  him  to  abandon  a number  of  his  guns 
and  sabers,  wiiicli  were  carried  away  by  our  cavalry  as  trophies.  All 
this  was  done  before  it  was  possible  for  the  infantry  to  extend  to  Cap- 
tain Dollins  the  support  which  had  been  promptly  attempted  by  Colonel 
Oglesby. 

On  the  5th  the  division  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  C.  F.  Smith  came 
up  from  Paducah  to  Camp  Halleck,  and  was  disembarked  on  the  opi)0- 
site  bank  of  the  river ; and  about  dark  the  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry  also 
came  up  after  a laborious  march  and  joined  my  division.  During  the 
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same  evening  I had  the  honor  to  receive  from  you  the  following  field 
order : 

The  First  Division,  General  J.  A.  McClernand  commanding,  will  move  at  11  o’clock 
a.  m.  to-morrow,  under  the  guidance  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  McPherson,  and  take  posi- 
tion on  the  roads  from  Fort  Henry,  Fort  Donelsou,  and  Dover. 

2d.  It  will  be  the  sjiecial  duty  of  this  command  to  prevent  all  re-enforcements  to 
Fort  Henry  or  escapes  from  it  5 also  to  be  held  in  readiness  to  charge  aud  take  Fort 
Henry  by  storm  promptly  on  the  receipt  of  orders. 

***»*»*# 

4th.  The  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division  (General  Smith),  will  advance  up  the  east 
or  same  bank  of  the  dennessee  River  as  fast  as  it  can  be  securely  done,  and  be  in  readi- 
ness to  charge  upon  the  fort  or  to  move  to  the  support  of  the  First  Division,  as  may  be 
necessary.  • ’ 

5th.  All  of  the  forces  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  not  required  to  hold  the  heights 
commanding  Fort  Henry  will  return  to  their  transports,  cross  to  the  east  bank,  and 
follow  the  Third  Brigade  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

In  pursuance  ot  this  order,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  rains  through- 
out the  previous  night,  which  found  my  division  without  tents  and  ill 
prepared  for  exposure,  it  was  put  in  motion  by  11  o’clock  a.  m.  of  the 
Gth  in  the  order  of  march  previously  directed  by  me,  and  so  as  to  enable 
the  difierent  brigades  and  arms  of  my  command  to  afl^brd  mutual  sup- 
port in  case  of  an  attack. 

The  distance  from  Gamp  Halleck  to  Fort  Henry  by  the  route  of  our 
march  is  about  8 miles,  whereas  by  the  river  it  is  only  half  that  distance. 
By  1 o’clock  p.  m.  we  had  accomplished  a march  of  4 miles,  when  the 
firing  of  our  gunboats  upon  the  fort,  being  distinctly  heard  by  my  men, 
was  hailed  by  loud  shouts,  and  they  pushed  on  with  increased  eager- 
ness, hoping  to  reach  the  fort  in  time  to  cut  off  the  retreat  and  secure 
the  surrender  of  the  enemy. 

About  3 o’clock  p.  m.,  the  report  coming  back  that  the  enemy  were 
evacuating  the  fort,  I immediately  sent  an  order  to  my  cavalry  in 
advance  to  make  rapid  pursuit  if  uphn  investigation  it  were  found  to 
be  true. 

A similar  order  had  also  been  sent  forward  by  Colonel  Oglesby.  Cap- 
tain Stewart,  of  my  staff,  with  a squad  of  his  own  cavalry^  first  coming 
up  with  the  enemy,  boldly  charged  his  rear  while  he  was  in  the  act 
^ clearing  the  outer  line  of  his  defenses,  while  a portion  of  Colonel 
Hickey’s  cavalry,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCullough, 
also  hastening  up,  pursued  the  enemy  several  miles  and  until  nightfall, 
and  successively  overtaking  his  rear  guards  of  cavalry  and  infantry 
quickly  dispersed  them,  killing  1 man,  capturing  38  prisoners,  and 
driving  him  to  abandon  six  pieces  of  artillery,  with  their  gun-carriages 
and  one  caisson,  a large  number  of  different  kinds  of  small-arms,  knap- 
sacks, blankets,  animals  ; in  short,  everything  calculated  to  impede  his 
flight,  which  were  subsequently  brought  into  the  fort  by  detachments 
respectively  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Logan,  Captain  Dresser,  and 
Lieutenant  Gumbart.  ’ 

The  Eighteenth  Eegiment,  Colonel  Lawler,  forming  the  head  of  the 
column,  composed  of  the  First  Brigade,  eagerly  hastening  forward,  first 
reached  the  fort,  entering  the  same  at  3.31)  o’clock  p.  m.,  and  were  imme- 
diatelv  followed  by  the  remainder  of  that  brigade. 

T Brigade,  under  the  able  and  judicious  lead  of  Col.  W.  H. 

L.  Wallace,  although  unavoidably  detained  by  a batter^"  of  heavy  siege 
guns  and  the  aggravated  condition  of  the  roads,  followed  close  uiion  the 
Tirst,  and  soon  after  the  portion  of  Colonel  Cook’s  brigade  with  him, 
thus  completing  the  arrival  of  all  the  forces  under  my  command  within 
the  enemy’s  works,  where  they  encamped  for  the  night  in  his  deserted 
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hilts  and  tents — Captain  Stewart,  of  my  staff,  being  temporarily  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  main  fort. 

Although  the  letter  of  your  order  required  the  halting  of  my  column 
near  the  junction  of  the  Dover  and  Bailey’s  Ferry  roads,  some  2 miles 
irom  the  fort,  in  view  of  the  information  already  referred  to  I did  not 
deem  it  within  its  spirit  to  do  so,  and  accordingly  pressed  on,  as  already 
mentioned,  having  accomplished  a march  of  near  8 miles  in  four  hours 
and  a half,  over  the  worst  possible  roads,  cutting  a portion  of  them 
through  woods  and  bridging  several  streams  made  too  deep  for  fording 
by  recent  rains. 

Upon  entering  the  fort  it  was  found  to  have  been  defended  by  seven- 
teen heavy  and  effective  guns,  well  mounted,  and  so  disposed  as  to  com- 
mand both  river  and  land  approaches.  The  wholenumber  of  guns  taken, 
including  the  six  field  pieces  brought  in  as  before  mentioned,  amount  to 
twenty-three.  The  fortifications  are  extensive,  and  afford  evidence  of  a 
high  degree  of  engineering  skill  and  great  labor.  Their  hasty  surrender 
without  a more  protracted  struggle  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the  ter- 
rible cannonade  from  our  gunboats  and  their  apprehension  of  being  cut 
oft*  from  retreat  by  the  rapid  advance  of  our  land  forces. 

The  casualties  in  my  command,  except  those  already  recounted,  were 
chiefly  confined  to  the  loss  and  injury  of  animals  and  other  property,  and 
are  chargeable  to  the  desperate  condition  of  the  roads. 

The  gallant  and  successful  attack  made  by  the  gunboats  under  Flag- 
Officer  Foote  is  worthy  to  challenge  our  warmest  admiration,  and  reflects 
the  highest  credit  upon  him  and  all  the  officers  and  men  of  his  command 
who  participated  in  it.  The  success  of  the  Mississippi  River  fleet  in  this 
signal  instance  triumphantly  demonstrates  the  efficiency  of  that  arm  of 
the  public  service.  As  a just  tribute  to  distinguished  merit  I have  the 
honor  to  announce  the  name  of  Fort  Henry  has  been  changed  to  Fort 
Foote,  by  an  order  formally  published  by  me  to  that  effect. 

Of  my  own  command  it  is  my  duty  as  well  as  my  pleasure  to  say  that 
both  officers  and  men  did  their  whole  duty  with  the  most  commendable 
spirit  and  alacrity.  It  was  the  first  of  the  land  forces  to  enter  the  fort, 
and  I may  truly  say  for  them  it  is  their  greatest  regret  that  circumstances 
beyond  their  control  prevented  them  from  accomplishing  their  greatest 
desire,  which  was  to  cut  off  the  enemy’s  retreat  and  force  him  to  fight  or 
surrender. 

JOHN"  A.  McCLERNTAND, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding  First  Division, 

Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  District  of  Cairo, 


Ko.  5. 

Report  of  General  A.  Sidney  Johnston,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  West- 
ern Department. 

Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  February  8,  1862. 
Sir:  Ko  reliable  particulars  of  the  loss  of  Foit  Henry  have  yetj 
reached  me.  This  much,  however,  is  known,  that  nearly  all  of  the  force 
at  Fort  Henry  retreated  to  Fort  Donelson,  and  it  is  said  that  General 
Tilghman  and  about  80  officers  and  men  surrendered  in  the  fort.  ij 

The  capture  of  that  fort  by  the  enemy  gives  them  the  control  of  the  J 


Chap.  XVn.J  CAPTURE  OF  FORT  HENRY,  TENN.  131 

navigation  of  the  Tennessee  Eiver,  and  their  gunboats  are  now  ascend- 
ing the  river  to  Florence. 

Operations  against  Fort  Donelson,  on  the  Cumberland,  are  about  to 
be  commenced,  and  that  work  will  soon  be  attacked. 

The  slight  resistance  at  Fort  Henry  indicates  that  the  best  oi^en  earth- 
works are  not  reliable  to  meet  successfully  a vigorous  attack  of  iron-clad 
gunboats,  and,  although  now  supported  by  a considerable  force,  I think 
the  gunboats  of  the  enemy  will  probably  take  Fort  Donelson  without  the 
necessity  of  employing  their  land  force  in  co  operation,  as  seems  to  have 
been  done  at  Fort  Henry. 

Our  force  at  Fort  Donelson,  including  the  force  from  Fort  Henry  and 
three  regiments  of  General  Floyd’s  command,  is  about  7,000  men,  not 
well  armed  or  drilled,  except  Heiman’s  regiment  and  the  regiments  of 
Floyd’s  command. 

General  Floyd’s  command  and  the  force  from  Hopkinsville  is  arriving 
at  Clarksville,  and  can  (if  necessary)  reach  Donelson  in  four  hours  by 
steamers,  which  are  there. 

Should  Fort  Donelson  be  taken,  it  will  open  the  route  to  the  enemy 
to  Nashville,  giving  them  the  means  of  breaking  the  bridges  and 
destroying  the  ferry-boats  on  the  river  as  far  as  navigable. 

The  occurrence  of  the  misfortune  of  losing  the  fort  will  cut  off  the 
communication  of  the  force  here,  under  General  Hardee,  from  the  south 
bank  of  the  Cumberland.  To  avoid  the  disastrous  consequences  of  such 
an  event  I ordered  General  Hardee  yesterday  to  make  (as  promptly  as 
it  could  be  done)  preparations  to  fall  back  to  Nashville  and  cross  the 
river. 

The  movements  of  the  enemy  on  my  right  flank  would  have  made  a 
retrograde  in  that  direction  to  confront  the  enemy  indispensable  in  a 
short  time.  But  the  probability  of  having  the  passage  of  this  army 
corps  across  the  Cumberland  intercepted  by  the  gunboats  of  the  enemy 
admits  of  no  delay  in  making  the  movement. 

Generals  Beauregard  and  Hardee  are  equally  with  myself  impressed 
with  the  necessity  of  withdrawing  our  force  from  this  line  at  once. 

With  great  respect,  your  ol3edient  servant, 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 
General,  C.  S.  Army, 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Seeretary  of  War, 


No.  6.. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Jeremy  F.  Gilmer,  C.  S.  Army,  chief  engineer, 
upon  the  defense  of  Fort  Henry. 

Engineer’s  Office, 
Decatur,  Ala.,  March  17,  1862. 

Colonel:  In  obedience  to  General  Johnston’s  orders  of  January  29, 
received  at  Nashville,  I proceeded  the  next  day  to  Fort  Donelson  and 
thence  to  Fort  Henry,  to  inspect  the  works  and  direct  what  was  neces- 
sary to  be  done  at  both. 

I arrived  at  Fort  Henry  the  afternoon  of  the  31st,  when  I met  Brig- 
adier-General Tilghman  commanding  the  defenses  on  the  Tennessee 
and  Cumberland  Eivers.  By  the  exertions  of  the  commanding  general, 
aided  by  Lieut.  Joseph  Dixon,  his  engineer  ofQcer,  the  main  fort  (a  strong 
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field  Tvork  of  fine  bastion  front)  had  been  put  in  a good  condition  for 
defense,  and  se^^enteen  guns  mounted  on  substantial  platforms,  twelve 
of  which  were  so  placed  as  to  bear  well  on  the  river.  These  twelve  guns 
w'ere  of  the  following  description  : One  10-inch  columbiad,  one  rifled  gun 
of  24-pounder  caLber  (weight  of  ball  62  pounds),  two  42-pouuders,  and 
eight  32-pounders,  all  arranged  to  fire  through  embrasures  formed  by 
raising  the  parapet  between  the  guns  with  sand  bags  carefully  laid. 

In  addition  to  placing  the  main  work  in  good  defensive  order  I found 
that  extensive  lines  of  infantry  cover  had  been  thrown  up  by  the  troops 
forming  the  garrison,  with  a view  to  hold  commanding  ground  that 
would  be  dangerous  to  the  fort  if  possessed  by  the  enemy.  These  lines 
and  the  main  work  were  on  the  right  hand  of  the  river  and  arranged 
with  good  defensive  relations,  making  the  place  capable  of  ofiering  a 
strong  resistance  against  a land  attack  coming  from  the  eastward.  On 
the  left  bank  of  the  river  there  was  a number  of  hills  within  cannon 
range  that  commanded  the  river  batteries  on  the  right  bank.  The  ne- 
cessity of  occupying  these  hills  was  apparent  to  me  at  the  time  I in- 
spected Fort  Henry  early  in  November  last,  and  on  the  21st  of  that 
mouth  Lieutenant  Dixon,  the  local  engineer,  was  ordered  from  FortDon- 
elson  to  Fort  Henry  to  make  the  necessary  surveys  and  construct  the 
additional  works.  He  was  at  the  same  time  informed  that  a large  force 
of  slaves,  with  troops  to  protect  them,  from  Alabama,  would  report 
to  him  for  the  work,  which  was  to  be  pushed  to  comi)letion  as  early  as 
possible. 

The  surveys  were  made  by  the  engineer  and  plans  decided  upon  with- 
out delay;  but  by  some  unforeseen  cause  the  negroes  were  not  sent  until 
after  the  1st  of  January  last.  Much  valuable  time  was  thus  lost,  but 
under  your  urgent  orders,  when  informed  of  the  delay.  General  Tilgh- 
man  and  his  engineers  pressed  these  defenses  forward  so  rapidly,  night 
and  day,  that  when  1 reached  the  fort  (January  31  last)  they  were  fixr 
advanced,  requiring  only  a few  days’  additional  labor  to  put  them  in  a 
state  of  defense.  But  no  guns  had  been  received  that  could  be  put  in 
these  works  except  a few  field  pieces ; and,  notwithstanding  every  effort 
had  been  made  to  procure  them  from  Eichmond,  Memphis,  and  other 
])oints,  it  was  apprehended  they  would  not  arrive  in  time  to  anticipate 
the  attack  of  the  enemy,  wLich,  from  the  full  information  obtained  by 
General  Tilghman,  was  threatened  at  an  early  day  either  at  Fort  Henry 
or  Fort  Donelson,  or  possibly  on  both  at  the  same  time.  The  lines  of 
infantry  cover,  however,  which  had  been  thrown  up  were  capable  of 
making  a strong  resistance,  even  without  the  desired  artillery,  should 
the  attack  be  made  on  that  (the  left)  bank  of  the  river.  Experimental 
firing  with  the  10-inch  columbiad,  mounted  in  main  work,  showed  a de- 
fect in  the  cast-iron  carriage  and  chassis,  wLich  threatened  to  impair 
the  usefulness  of  this  most  important  gun.  With  the  ordinary  charge 
of  16  pounds  of  powder  the  recoil  was  so  great  as  to  cause  most  violent 
shocks  against  the  rear  hurter,  threatening  each  time  to  dismount  the 
piece.  With  the  aid  of  an  ingenious  mechanic  clamps  were  finally 
made,  which  served  to  resist,  in  some  degree,  the  violence  of  the  recoil. 
With  this  exception  the  guns  bearing  on  the  river  were  in  fair  working 
order. 

After  the  batteries  of  Jhe  main  work  were  mounted  General  Tilgh- 
man found  much  difficulty  in  getting  competent  artillerists  to  man 
them,  and  he  was  not  supplied  with  a sufficient  number  of  artillerj' 
officers. 

Impressed  with  the  great  deficiency  in  the  preparations  for  defending 
the  passage  of  the  river  at  Fort  Henry,  the  commanding  officer  ex- 
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pressed  to  me  his  fears  that  it  might  cause  disaster  if  the  place  were 
vigorously  attacked  by  the  euemy^s  gimboats.  This  he  thought  his 
greatest  danger. 

Ill  conjunction  with  General  Tilghman  I made  every  effort  during 
the  three  days  I remained  at  Fort  Henry  to  get  all  the  works  and  bat- 
teries in  as  good  condition  for  defense  as  the  means  at  hand  would  per- 
mit. February  3 we  went  over  to  Fort  Donelsou  to  do  the  same.  The 
works  there  required  additions,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  occupying 
grounds  dangerous  to  the  river  batteries  and  the  held  work  whicli'had 
been  constructed  for  the  immediate  defense  landward.  It  was  also 
important  that  better  protection  should  be  made  for  the  heavy  guns 
(mounted  for  the  defense  of  the  river)  by  raising  the  parapet  with  sand 
bags  between  the  guns  to  give  greater  protection  to  the  gunners. 

The  3d  and  4th  days  of  February  were  devoted  to  making  preparations 
for  this  work  and  locating  lines  of  infantry  cover  on  the  commanding 
ground  around  the  fort. 

In  the  midst  of  these  labors,  on  the  4th,  heavy  bring  was  heard  in  the 
direction  of  Fort  Henry,  which  warned  General  Tilghman  that  the 
enemy  had  made  his  attack  upon  that  work.  This  was  soon  conhrmed 
by  a report  from  Colonel  Heiman,  to  the  effect  that  the  gunboats  had 
opened  hre  and  that  troops  were  being  landed  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  river  3J  to  4 miles  below  the  fort.  The  general  decided  to  return 
to  the  Tennessee  Eiver  at  once,  and  expressed  with  some  anxiety  a wish 
that  I would  accompany  him.  I hnally  took  the  responsibility  of  doing 
so,  with  the  hope  that  my  professional  services  might  possibly  i)rove 
useful  during  the  defense. 

On  arriving  at  Fort  Henry  we  found  the  enemy  had  lauded  additional 
troops  below,  and  that  every  preparation  was  being  made  to  attack  by 
land  and  water.  The  necessary  dispositions  for  defense  were  at  once 
entered  upon,  by  making  a special  organization  of  the  troops  and  assign- 
ing commands  to  the  officers. 

Early  the  next  morning,  February  5,  the  troops  were  drawn  out  under 
arms,  and  marched  to  the  respective  points  each  body  was  to  defend — 
this  with  a view  to  insure  order  in  case  it  became  necessary  to  form 
promptly  in  face  of  the.  enemy.  The  main  body  of  the  forces  was  as- 
signed to  the  defense  of  the  advanced  lines  of  infantry  cover,  where 
they  were  in  a measure  beyond  the  range  of  shot  and  shell  from  the  gun- 
boats, and  the  troops  inside  of  the  main  fort  were  to  be  limited  to  the 
men  who  had  received  some  instructions  in  the  use  of  heavy  guns  and 
such  additional  force  as  could  be  useful  in  bringing  up  full  supplies  of 
ammunition.  Those  assigned  to  the  fort  were  practiced  at  the  battery 
under  the  immediate  supervision  of  the  commanding  officer,  and  each 
one  taught  with  as  much  care  as  possible  his  duty  in  anticipation  of  the 
threatened  attack. 

In  such  preparations  the  day  was  consumed,  and  it  was  onlj^  at  night- 
fall that  the  troops  were  relieved  to  seek  food  and  rest,  it  being  quite 
apparent  that  the  enemy  would  not  attack  until  next  day. 

ATTACK  ON  FORT  HENRY,  FEBRUARY  G,  18G2. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  day  preparations  of  the  enemy  for  an 
advance  with  his  gunboats  could  be  observed  from  the  fort ; also  the 
movements  of  troops  at  their  encampments  along  the  bank  of  the  river 
below,  making  it  evident  that  we  were  to  be  attacked  by  land  as  well  as 
by  water. 

xVbout  11.30  o’clock  one  of  the  gunboats  had  reached  the  head  of  the 
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island,  about  miles  below  our  batteries ; another  soon  followed,  then 
a third  and  a fourth,  all  coming  as  nearly  abreast  as  the  width  of  the 
river  would  permit.  As  soon  as  this  line  was  formed  a rapid  fire  was 
opened  upon  our  works  about  12.30  o^clock,  which  was  returned  with 
spirit  by  our  gunners,  who  were  all  at  their  places  eager  for  the  contest. 
In  a short  time  after  the  rifled  cannon  burst,  killing  3 of  the  men  at  the 
piece  and  disabling  a number  of  others.  The  effect  of  this  explosion 
was  very  serious  upon  our  artillerists ; first,  because  it  made  them  doubt 
the  strength  of  these  large  guns  to  resist  the  shock  of  full  charges,  and, 
secondly',  because  much  was  expected  from  the  long  range  of  rifled  can- 
non against  the  gunboats.  Still,  all  stood  firmly  to  their  work,  under  a 
most  terrific  fire  from  the  advancing  foe,  whose  approach  was  steady  and 
constant. 

From  the  rear  of  their  lines  a fifth  gunboat  was  observed  to  be  firing 
curvated  shot,  many  of  which  fell  within  the  work,  but  to  the  rear  of 
our  guns.  Many  shot  and  shell  were  lodged  in  the  parapet,  making 
deep  penetrations,  but  in  no  case  passing  through,  unless  they  struck 
the  cheek  of  an  embrasure.  One  of  the  32-pounder  guns  was  struck  by  a 
heavy  shell  passing  through  the  embrasure.  All  the  gunners  at  this 
piece  were  disabled  and  the  gun  rendered  unfit  for  service. 

About  the  same  moment  a premature  discharge  occurred  at  one  of 
the  42-pounder  guns,  causing  the  death  of  3 men  and  seriously  injuring 
the  chief  of  the  piece  and  others. 

Not  many  moments  later  it  was  observed  that  the  10  inch  columbiad 
was  silent,  the  cause  of  which  was  at  once  examined  into  by  General 
Tilghman,  and  it  was  found  that  the  priming  wire  had  been  jammed 
and  broken  in  the  vent.  A blacksmith  (I  regret  I cannot  recall  the  name 
of  the  gallant  soldier)  was  sent  for,  and  he  labored  with  great  coolness 
for  a long  time  exposed  to  the  warmest  fire  of  the  enemy,  but  in  spite  of 
his  faithful  and  earnest  efforts  the  broken  wire  remained  in  the  vent, 
making  this  important  gun  unserviceable  for  the  continued  contest.  By 
this  time  the  gunboats,  by  a steady  advance,  had  reached  positions  not 
over  GOO  or  700  yards  from  the  fort.  Our  artillerists  became  very  much 
discouraged  when  they  saw  the  two  heavy  guns  disabled,  the  enemy ^s 
boats  apparently  uninjured,  and  still  drawing  nearer  and  nearer.  Some 
of  them  even  ceased  to  work  the  32-pouuder  guns,  under  the  belief  that 
such  shot  were  too  light  to  produce  any  effect  upon  the  iron-clad  sides  of 
the  euemy^s  boats. 

Seeing  this.  General  Tilghman  did  everything  that  it  was  possible  to 
do  to  encourage  and  urge  his  men  to  further  efforts.  He  assisted  to 
serve  one  of  the  pieces  himself  for  at  least  fifteen  minutes ; but  his  men 
were  exhausted,  had  Install  hope,  and  there  were  none  others  to  replace 
them  at  the  guns.  Finallj",  afier  the  firing  had  continued  about  an 
hour  and  five  minutes,  but  two  guns  from  our  batteries  responded  to  the 
rapid  firing  of  the  enemy,  whose  shots  were  telling  with  effect  upon  our 
parapets.  It  was  then  suggested  to  the  general  that  all  was  lost,  unless 
he  could  replace  the  men  at  the  guns  by  others  who  were  not  exhausted,  i 
He  replied,  shall  not  give  up  the  work,”  and  then  made  an  effort  to 
get  men  from  the  outer  lines  to  continue  the  struggle.  Failing  in  this, 
he  sent  instructions  to  the  commanders  of  the  troops  in  the  exterior 
lines  to  withdraw  their  forces.  As  soon  as  this  movement  was  com- 
menced confusion  among  the  retiring  troops  followed,  many  thinking 
it  intended  for  a rapid  retreat  to  escape  from  the  enemy^s  forces,  ex-  | 
pected  to  approach  from  the  point  of  landing  below.  A few  moments 
later  the  flag  was  lowered.  . ; 

From  information  received  the  strength  of  the  enemy  was  estimated 
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at  9,000  men.  These  forces  were  advancing  to  cut  off  the  communica- 
tions with  Fort  Donelson.  Probably  the  movement  would  have  proved 
a success  had  the  garrison  remained  a few  hours  longer.  Our  force  at 
Fort  Henry  was  about  3,200,  of  which  less  than  100  were  surrendered 
with  the  fort. 

The  fall  of  Fort  Henry  and  the  power  of  the  enemy  to  strike  at  once 
with  an  immense  force  at  Fort  Donelson,  made  it  necessary  that  the 
army  at  Bowling  Green  should  be  withdrawn  to  a i^oiiit  which  would 
secure  a prompt  passage  of  the  Cumberland  Eiver.  The  vicinity  of 
Nashville  seemed  the  proper  position.  If  the  enemy  were  defeated  at 
Donelson,  with  promi^t  re-enforcements  there  was  still  a hope  that  your 
army  might  resist  the  invader  and  defend  that  city ; if  Donelson  fell,  it 
could  be  promptly  passed  to  the  south  bank  of  the  river.* * 

#****## 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 

Lieut.  Col.  of  Engineers^  and  Chief  Engineer  Western  Dejgartment. 

Col.  W.  W.  Mackall, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  Western  Eepartment. 


No.  7. 


Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Leondias  Polh,  G.  8.  Army,  commanding  at  Colum- 
bus^ Ky. 


Columbus,  Ky.,  February  8,  1862. 

General  S.  Cooper: 

I am  officially  advised  as  follows : 


Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  7,  1862. 

General  Polk  : 

Fort  Henry  has  fallen.  General  Tilghman,  Major  Gilmer,  and  about  80  officers  and 
men  were  surrendered  with  the  fort.  Colonel  Heiman  brought  the  rest  of  the  com- 
mand in  good  order  to  this  point.  About  3,000  in  the  aggregate  arrived  at  11  o’clock 
last  night.  Owing  to  the  bad  state  of  the  roads  and  the  high  Avater  of  the  various 
water-courses  between  the  two  forts,  as  well  as  to  the  fact  that  they  Avere  attacked  in 
the  rear  by  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  Colonel  Heiman  says  it  was  a physical  impossibility 
to  save  the  field  batteries.  Nothing  saved  but  the  small-arms.  Colonel  Heiman  will 
assume  command  here  this  morning  until  the  arrival  of  General  PilloAv,  who,  we  learn, 
will  be  down  in  a few  hours.  The  telegraph  line  from  Cumberland  City  is  down. 
Colonel  Heiman  does  not  expect  a fight,  here  until  to  morrow.  I remain  here  by  order 
of  General  Tilghman,  and  shall  still  do  so,  offering  my  services  as  volunteer  aide  to  Avho- 
ever  is  in  command. 

POWHATAN  ELLIS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

I am  just  advised  the  bridges  on  tbe  Memphis  and  Bowling  Green 
road  over  tbe  Tennessee  River  are  not  destroyed,  as  reported.  Three 
of  the  enemy^s  gunboats  have  gone  up  tbe  Tennessee  River  as  far  as 
Florence.  Tbe  bridge  over  Bear  Creek,  on  tbe  Memphis  and  Charles- 
ton Railroad,  threatened.  I have  sent  six  companies  of  Colonel  Looney’s 
regiment  and  one  section  of  artillery  with  Desbler’s  Arkansas  battery 
(Chalmers’  regiment)  from  Corinth.  Active  preparations  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  for  the  defense  of  this  frontier  seem  now  indis- 
pensable. 

L.  POLK. 


* Portion  of  report  here  omitted  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  siege  of  Fort 

Donelson. 
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'No.  8. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Lloyd  Tilghman,  G.  8.  Army,  coynmanding  Fort 

Henry. 

. Fort  Henry,  Tenn.,  February  7,  1862. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  commanding  Federal 
forces,  I am  permitted  to  communicate  with  you  in  relation  to  the  result 
of  the  action  between  the  fort  under  my  command  at  this  place  and  the 
Federal  gunboats  on  yesterday. 

At  11.40  o’clock  on  yesterday  morning  the  enemy  engaged  the  fort 
with  seven  gunboats,  mounting  fifty-four  guns.  I promptly  returned, 
their  fire  with  eleven  guns  bearing  on  the  river.  The  action  was  main- 
tained with  great  bravery  by  the  force  under  my  command  until  1.50  p. 
m.,  at  which  time  I had  but  four  guns  fit  for  service.  At  1.55  p.  m.,  find- 
ing it  impossible  to  maintain  the  fort  and  wishing  to  spare  the  lives  of 
the  gallant  men  under  my  command,  on  consultation  with  my  ofOcers  I 
surrendered  the  fort.  Our  casualties  are  small.  The  efiect  of  our  shot 
was  severely  felt  by  the  enemy,  whose  superior  and.  overwhelming  force 
alone  gave  them  the  advantage. 

The  surrender  of  Fort  Henry  involved  that  of  Captain  Taylor  and 
Lieutenants  Watts  and  Weller,  and  one  other  officer  of  artillery  j Cap- 
tains Hayden  and  Miller,  of  the  Engineers  j Capts.  H.  L.  Jones  and 
McLaughlin,  quartermaster’s  department,  and  Acting  Assistant  Adju- 
tant-General McConnico  and  myself,  with  some  50  privates  and  20  sick, 
together  with  all  the  munitions  of  war  in  and  about  the  fort.  I com- 
municate this  result  with  deep  regret,  but  feel  that  1 performed  my 
whole  duty  in  the  defense  of  my  post. 

I take  occasion  to  bear  testimony  to  the  gallantry  of  the  officers  and 
men  under  my  command.  They  sustained  their  position  with  consum- 
mate bravery  as  long  as  there  wms  any  hope  of  success.  I also  take 
great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  courtesy  and  consideration  shown 
by  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  and  Commander  Foote  and  the  officers  under 
their  command. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LLOYD  TILGHMAN, 
Brigadier- General^  C.  8.  Army. 


Eichmond,  Ya.,  August  9,  1862. 

General  : Inclosed  you  will  please  find  a copy  of  my  official  report 
of  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Henry,  on  February  6, 1862,  by  the  Federal 
fleet,  together  with  accompanying  papers.  The  original  of  this  report 
was  forwarded  from  Alton,  111.,  but,  not  having  reached  your  office,  I 
have  prepared  a copy  of  the  same  at  the  earliest  moment  practicable 
since  my  release  from  Fort  Warren,  Mass. 

I remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LLOYD  TILGHMAN, 
Brigadier- General,  C.  8.  Army,  Commanding. 

S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  G.  8.  Army. 

[Inclosure.] 

February  12,  1862. 

Sir  : My  communication  of  the  7th  instant,  sent  from  Fort  Henry, 
having  announced  the  fac':  of  the  surrender  of  that  fort  to  Commodore 
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Foote,  of  the  Federal  ^^avy,  on  the  6th  instant,  I have  now  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report  of  the  details  of  the  action,  together  with 
the  accompanying  papers,  (marked  A and  B),*  containing  a list  of  olR- 
cers  and  men  surrendered,  together  with  casualties,  &c. : 

On  Monday,  February  3,  in  company  with  Major  Gilmer,  of  the  Engi- 
neers, I comideted  the  inspection  of  the  main  work  as  well  as  outworks 
at  Fort  Heiman,  south  of  the  Tennessee  Fiver,  as  far  as  I had  been  able 
to  perfect  them,  and  also  the  main  work,  intrenched  camp,  and  exterior 
line  of  rifle  pits  at -Fort  Henry.  At  10  a.  m.  on  that  morning  (the  pick- 
ets on  both  sides  of  the  Tennessee  Eiver  extended  well  in  our  front, 
having  reported  no  appearance  of  the  enemy),  I left,  in  company  with 
Major  Gilmer,  for  Fort  Honelson,  for  the  puri)Ose  of  inspecting  with  him 
the  defenses  of  that  place. 

Tuesday,  the  4th  instant,  was  spent  in  making  a thorough  examina- 
tion of  all  the  defenses  at  Fort  Honelson.  At  noon  heard  heavy  firing 
at  Fort  Henry  for  half  an  hour.  At  4 p.  m.  a courier  reached  me. from 
Colonel  Heiman,  at  Fort  Henry,  informing  me  that  the  enemy  were 
landing  in  strong  force  at  Bailey’s  Ferry,  3 miles  below  and  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  river. 

Delaying  no  longer  than  was  necessary  to  give  all  proper  orders  for 
the  arrangement  of  matters  at  Fort  Honelson,  I left  with  an  escort  of 
Tennessee  cavalry,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gantt,  for 
Fort  Henry,  accompanied  by  Major  Gilmer,  reaching  that  place  at  11.30 
p.  m.  I soon  became  satisfied  that  the  enemy  were  really  in  strong 
force  at  Bailey’s  Ferry,  with  every  indication  of  re-enforcements  arriving 
constantly. 

Colonel  Heiman,  of  the  Tenth  Tennessee,  commanding,  with  most 
commendable  alacrity  and  good  judgment,  had  thrown  forward  to  the 
outworks  covering  the  Hover  road  two  pieces  of  light  artillery,  suj)- 
ported  by  a detachment  from  the  Fourth  Mississippi  Eegimeiit,  under 
command  of  Capt.  W.  C.  Eed.  Scouting  parties  of  cavalry,  operatiug 
on  both  sides  of  the  river,  had  been  pushed  forward  to  within  a very 
short  distance  of  the  enemy’s  lines.  Without  a moment’s  delay,  after 
reaching  the  fort,  I proceeded  to  arrange  the  available  force  to  meet 
whatever  contingency  might  arise. 

The  First  Brigade,  under  Colonel  Heiman,  was  composed  of  the  Tenth 
Tennessee,  Lieutenant-Colonel  MacGavock  commanding;  the  Tweuty- 
seventh  Alabama,  under  Colonel  Hughes;  the  Forty-eighth  Teunessee, 
under  Colonel  Voorhies ; light  battery  of  four  pieces,  commanded  by 
Captain  Culbertson,  and  the  Tennessee  Battalion  of  Cavalry,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Gantt.  Total  officers  and  men,  1,444. 

The  Second  Brigade,  Col.  Joseph  Drake  (Fourth  Mississippi  Eegi- 
meut)  commanding,  was  composed  of  the  Fourth  Mississippi,  under 
Major  Adaire;  the  Fifteenth  Arkansas,  Colonel  Gee;  the  Fifty- first  Ten- 
nessee, Colonel  Browder;  Alabama  Battalion,  Major  Garvin;  light  bat- 
tery of  three  pieces,  under  Captain  Crain ; the  Alabama  Battalion  of 
Cavalry;  Captain  Milner’s  company  of  cavalry,  with  Captain  Padgett’s 
spy  company,  and  a detachment  of  Eangers,  under  Acting  Captain  Mil- 
ton.  Total  officers  and  men,  1,215.  The  heavy  artillery,  under  com- 
mand of  Captain  Taylor,  numbering  75  men,  were  placed  at  the  guns  in 
Fort  Henry. 

As  indicated  some  time  since  to  the  general  commanding  the  depart- 
ment, I found  it  impossible  to  hold  the  commanding  ground  south  of 
the  Tennessee  Eiver  with  the  small  force  of  badly-armed  men  at  my 
command,  and,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  all  my  defenses  were  com- 
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manded  by  the  bigh  ground  on  wbich  I had  commenced  the  construc- 
tion of  Fort  Heiman,  I deemed  it  proper  to  trust  to  the  fact  that  the 
extremely  bad  roads  leading  to  that  point  would  prevent  the  movement 
of  heavy  guns  by  the  enemy,  by  which  I might  be  annoyed,  and,  leav- 
ing the  Alabama  Battalion  of  Cavalry  and  Captain  Padgett’s  spy  com- 
pany on  the  western  bank  of  the  river,  transferred  the  force  encamped 
on  that  side  to  the  opposite  bank.  At  the  time  of  re<ieiving  the  first 
intimation  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  the  Forty-eighth  and  Fifty- 
first  Tennessee  Regiments  having  only  just  reported,  were  encamped  at 
Danville  and  at  the  mouth  of  Sandy,  and  had  to  be  moved  from  5 to  20 
miles  in  order  to  reach  Fort  Henry.  This  movement,  together  with  the 
transfer  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Alabama  and  Fifteenth  Arkansas  Regi- 
ments from  Fort  Heiman  across  the  river,  was  all  perfected  by  5 a.  m. 
on  the  morning  of  the  5th. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  the  enemy  were  plainly  to  be  seen  at 
Baile,\’s  Ferry,  3 miles  below.  The  large  number  of  heavy  transports 
reported  by  our  scouts  gave  evidence  of  the  fact  that  the  enemy  was 
there  in  force  even  at  that  time,  and  the  arrival  every  hour  of  additional 
boats  showed  conclusively  that  I should  be  engaged  with  a heav^y  force 
by  land,  while  the  presence  of  seven  gunboats,  mounting  fifty-four  guns, 
indicated  i^lainly  that  a joint  attack  was  contemplated  by  land  and 
water. 

On  leaving  Fort  Donelson  I ordered  Colonel  Head  to  hold  his  own 
and  Colonel  Sugg’s  regiments,  Tennessee  volunteers,  with  two  pieces 
of  artillery,  ready  to  move  at  a moment’s  warning,  with  three  days’ 
cooked  rations,  and  without  camp  equipage  or  wagon  train  of  any  kind, 
except  enough  to  carry  the  surplus  ammunition. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  I ordered  him,  in  case  nothing  more  had 
been  heard  from  the  country  below,  on  the  Cumberland,  at  the  time  of 
the  arrival  of  my  messenger,  indicating  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy  to  invest  Fort  Donelson,  to  move  out  with  the  two  regiments  and 
the  two  pieces  of  artillery  and  take  ])osition  at  the  Furnace,  half  way 
on  the  Dover  road  to  Fort  Henry ; the  force  embraced  in  this  order  was 
about  750  men,  to  act  as  circumstances  might  dictate. 

Thus  matters  stood  at  9 a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  5th.  The  wretched 
military  position  of  Fort  Henry  and  the  small  force  at  my  disposal  did 
not  permit  me  to  avail  myself  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the 
system  of  outwork  built  with  the  hope  of  being  re-enforced  in  time,  and 
compelled  me  to  determine  to  concentrate  my  efforts  by  land  within 
the  rifie  pits  surrounding  the  camp  of  the  Tenth  Tennessee  and  Fourth 
Mississippi  Regiments  in  case  I deemed  it  possible  to  do  more  than 
operate  solely  against  the  attack  by  the  river.  Accordingly  my  entire 
command  was  i)araded  and  placed  in  the  rifle  pits  around  the  above 
camps,  and  minute  instructions  given,  not  only  to  brigades,  but  to 
regiments  and  companies,  as  to  the  exact  ground  each  wms  to  occupy. 
Seconded  by  the  able  assistance  of  Major  Gilmer,  of  the  Engineers,  of 
whose  valuable  services  I thus  early  take  pleasure  in  speaking,  and  by 
Colonels  Heiman  and  Drake,  everything  was  arranged  to  make  a for- 
midable resistance  against  anything  like  fair  odds. 

It  was  known  to  me  on  the  day  before  that  the  enemy  had  recon- 
noitered  the  roads  leading  to  Fort  Donelson  from  Bailey’s  Ferry  by  way  { 
of  Iron  Mountain  Furnace,  and  at  10  a.  m.  on  the  5tli  I sent  forward  i 
from  Fort  Henry  a strong  reconnoitering  party  of  cavalry.  They  had  j 
not  advanced  more  than  miles  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy  when  1 
they  encountered  their  reconnoitering  party.  Our  cavalry  charged  them  ? 
in  gallant  style,  upon  which  the  enemy’s  cavaliy  fell  back,  with  a loss 
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of  only  1 man  on  each  side.  Very  soon  the  main  body  of  the  Federal 
advance  guard,  composed  of  a regiment  of  infantry  and  a large  force  of 
cavalry,  was  met,  upon  which  our  cavalry  retreated. 

On  receipt  of  this  v.aws  I moved  out  in  person  with  five  companies 
of  the  Tenth  Tennessee,  five  companies  of  the  Fourth  Mississippi,  and 
50  cavalry,  ordering  at  the  same  time  two  additional  companies  of 
infantry  to  support  Captain  Eed  at  the  outworks.  Upon  advancing  well 
to  the  front  I found  that  the  enemy  had  retired.  I returned  to  camp 
at  5 p.  m.,  leaving  Captain  Red  re-enforced  at  the  outworks.  The  enemy 
were  again  re-enforced  by  the  arrival  of  a number  of  large  transports. 

At  night  the  i)ickets  from  the  west  bank  reported  the  landing  of  trooj)s 
on  that  side  (opposite  Bailey’s  Ferry),  their  advance  picket  having  been 
met  miles  from  the  river.  I at  once  ordered  Cai)tain  Hubbard,  of 
the  Alabama  cavalry,  to  take  50  men,  and,  if  possible,  surprise  them. 
The  inclemency  of  the  weather,  the  rain  having  commenced  to  fall  in 
torrents,  prevented  anything  being  accomplished. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  Gth  Captain  Padgett  reported  the  arrival 
of  five  additional  transports  overnight  and  the  landing  of  a large  force 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  at  the  point  indicated  above.  From  that 
time  up  to  9 o’clock  it  appeared  as  though  the  force  on  the  east  bank 
was  again  re-enforced,  which  was  subsequently  proven  to  be  true. 

The  movements  of  the  fleet  of  gunboats  at  an  early  hour  prevented 
any  communication,  except  by  a light  barge,  with  the  western  bank,  and 
by  10  a.  m.  it  was  plain  that  the  boats  intended  to  engage  the  fort  with 
their  entire  force,  aided  by  an  attack  on  our  right  and  left  flanks  from 
the  two  land  forces  in  overwhelming  numbers. 

To  understand  properly  the  difficulties  of  my  i^osition  it  is  right  that 
I should  explain  fully  the  unfortunate  location  of  Fort  Henry  in  refer- 
ence to  resistance  by  a small  force  against  an  attack  by  land  co-operat- 
ing with  the  gunboats,  as  well  as  its  disadvantages  in  even  an  engage- 
ment with  boats  alone.  The  entire  fort,  together  with  the  intrenched 
camp  spoken  of,  is  enfiladed  from  three  or  four  points  on  the  opi)osite 
shore,  while  three  points  on  the  eastern  bank  completely  command  them 
both,  all  at  easy  cannon  range.  At  the  same  time  the  intrenched  camp, 
arranged  as  it  was  in  the  best  possible  manner  to  meet  the  case,  was 
two-thirds  of  it  completely  under  the  control  of  the  fire  of  the  gunboats. 
The  history  of  military  engineering  records  no  parallel  to  this  case.  Points 
within  a few  miles  of  it,  possessing  great  advantages  and  few  disadvan- 
tages, were  totally  neglected,  and  a location  fixed  upon  without  one 
redeeming  feature  or  filling  one  of  the  many  requirements  of  a site  for 
a work  such  as  Fort  Henry.  The  work  itself  was  well  built ; it  was 
completed  long  before  I took  command,  but  strengthened  greaily  by 
myself  in  building  embrasures  and  epaulements  of  sand  bags.  An 
enemy  had  but  to  use  their  most  common  sense  in  obtaining  the  advan- 
tage of  high  water,  as  was  the  case,  to  have  comiflete  and  entire  control 
of  the  position. 

I am  guilty  of  no  act  of  injustice  in  this  frank  avowal  of  the  opinions 
entertained  by  myself,  as  well  as  by  all  other  officers  who  have  become 
familiar  with  the  location  of  Fort  Henry ; nor  do  I desire  the  defects  of 
location  to  have  an  undue  influence  in  directing  public  opinion  in  rela- 
tion to  the  battle  of  the  0th  instant.  The  fort  was  built  when  I took 
charge,  and  I had  no  time  to  build  anew.  With  this  seeming  digres- 
sion, rendered  necessary,  as  I believe,  to  a correct  understanding  of  the 
whole  affair,  I will  proceed  with  the  details  of  the  subsequent  move- 
ments of  the  troops  under  my  command. 

By  10  a.  m.  on  the  6th  the  movements  of  the  gunboats  and  land 
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force  indicated  an  immediate  engagement,  and  in  such  force  as  gave  me 
no  room  to  change  my  previously- conceived  opinions  as  to  what,  under 
such  circumstances,  should  be  my  course.  The  case  stood  thus:  I had 
at  my  command  a grand  total  of  2,610  men,  only  one-third  of  whom  had 
been  at  all  disciplined  or  well  armed.  The  high  water  in  the  river  fill- 
ing the  sloughs  gave  me  but  one  route  by  which  to  retire,  if  necessary, 
and  that  route  for  some  distance  in  a direction  at  right  angles  to  the 
line  of  approach  of  the  enemy,  and  over  roads  well-nigh  impassable  for 
artillery,  cavalry,  or  infantry.  The  enemy  had  seven  gunboats,  with 
an  armament  of  fifty-four  guns,  to  engage  the  eleven  guns  at  Fort  Henry. 
General  Grant  was  moving  up  the  east  bank  of  the  river  from  his  land- 
ing, 3 miles  below,  with  a for(‘e  of  12,000  men,  verified  afterwards  by  his 
own  statement,  while  General  Smith,  with  6,000  men,  was  moving  up 
the  west  bank,  to  take  a position  within  400  or  500  yards,  which  would 
enable  him  to  enfilade  my  entire  works.  Tlie  hopes  (founded  on  a knowl- 
edge of  the  fact  that  the  enemy  had  reconnoitered  on  the  two  previous 
days  thoroughly  the  several  roads  leading  to  Fort  Donelson)  that  a por- 
tion only  of  the  land  force  would  co-operate  with  the  gunboats  in  an 
attack  on  the  fort  were  dispelled,  and  but  little  time  left  me  to  meet  this 
change  in  the  circumstances  which  surrounded  me.  I argued  thus : Fort 
Donelson  might  possibly  be  held,  if  properly  re-enforced,  even  though 
Fort  Henry  should  fall;  but  the  reverse  of  this  proposition  was  not 
true.  The  force  at  Fort  Henry  was  necessary  to  aid  Fort  Donelson 
either  in  making  a successful  defense  or  in  holding  it  long  enough  to 
answer  the  purposes  of  a new  disposition  of  the  entire  army  from  Bow- 
ling Green  to  Columbus,  which  would  necessarily  follow  the  breaking 
of  our  center,  resting  on  Forts  Donelson  and  Henry.  The  latter  alter- 
native was  all  that  I deemed  possible.  I knew  that  re- enforcements 
Avere  ditficult  to  be  had,  and  that  unless  sent  in  such  force  as  to  make 
the  defense  certain,  which  I did  not  believe  practicable,  the  fate  of  our 
right  wing  at  Bowling  Green  depended  upon  a concentration  of  my 
entire  division  on  Fort  Donelson  and  the  holding  of  that  place  as  long 
as  possible,  trusting  that  the  delay  by  an  action  at  Fort  Henry  would 
give  time  for  such  re-enforcements  as  might  reasonably  be  expected  to 
reach  a point  sufficiently  near  Fort  Donelson  to  co-operate  with  my  divis- 
ion, by  getting  to  the  rear  and  right  flank  of  the  enemy,  and  in  such  a 
position  as  to  control  the  roads  over  which  a safe  retreat  might  be 
efiected.  I hesitated  not  a moment.  My  infantry,  artillerj^,  and  cav- 
alry, removed  of  necessity  to  avoid  the  fire  of  the  gunboats  to  the  out- 
works, could  not  meet  the  enemy  there;  my  only  chance  was  to  delay 
the  enemy  every  moment  possible  and  retire  the  command,  now  outside 
the  main  work,  towards  Fort  Donelson,  resolving  to  sufier  as  little  loss 
as  possible.  I retained  only  the  heavy  artillery  company  to  fight  the 
guns,  and  gave  the  order  to  commence  the  movement  at  once. 

At  10.15  o’clock  Lieutenant-Colonel  MacGavock  sent  a messenger  to 
me,  stating  that  our  pickets  reported  General  Grant  approaching  rap- 
idly and  within  half  a mile  of  the  advance  work,  and  movements  on  the 
west  bank  indicated  that  General  Smith  was  fast  approaching  also. 
The  enemy,  ignorant  of  any  movement  of  my  main  body,  but  knowing 
that  they  could  not  engage  them  behind  our  intrenched  camp  until 
after  the  fort  was  reduced  or  the  gunboats  retired,  without  being  them- 
selves exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  latter,  took  a position  north  of  the  forks 
of  the  river  road,  in  a dense  wood  (my  order  being  to  retreat  by  way  of 
the  Stewart  road),  to  await  the  result. 

At  11  a.  m.  the  flotilla  assumed  their  line  of  battle.  I had  no  hope  of 
being  able  successfully  to  defend  the  fort  against  such  overwhelming 
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odds,  Uotli  in  point  of  numbers  and  in  caliber  of  guns.  My  object  was 
to  save  the  main  body  by  delaying  matters  as  long  as  possible,  and  to 
this  end  I bent  every  effort. 

At  precisely  11.45  a.  m.  the  enemy  opened  from  their  gunboats  on  the 
fort.  I waited  a few  moments  until  the  effects  of  ihe  first  shots  of  the 
enemy  were  fully  appreciated.  I then  gave  the  order  to  return  the  fire, 
which  was  gallantly  responded  to  by  tlie  brave  little  band  under  my 
command.  The  enemy,  with  great  deliberation,  steadily  closed  upon 
the  fort,  firing  very  wild  until  within  1,200  yards.  The  cool  deliberation 
of  our  men  told  from  the  first  shot  fired  with  tremendous  effect. 

At  12.35  p.  m.  the  bursting  of  our  24-pounder  rifled  gun  disabled  every 
man  at  the  piece.  This  great  loss  was  to  us  in  a degree  made  up  by  our 
disabling  entirely  the  Essex  gunboat,  which  immediately  floated  down- 
stream. Immediately  after  the  loss  of  this  valuable  gun  we  sustained 
another  loss,  still  greater,  in  the  closing  up  of  the  vent  of  the  10-inch 
columbiad,  rendering  that  gun  perfectly  useless  and  defying  all  efforts 
to  reopen  it.  The  fire  on  both  sides  was  now  perfectly  terrific.  The 
euemy^s  entire  force  was  engaged,  doing  us  but  little  harm,  while  our 
shot  fell  with  unerring  certainty  upon  them  and  with  stunning  effect. 
At  this  time  a question  presented  itself  to  me  with  no  inconsiderable  de- 
gree of  embarrassment.  The  moment  had  arrived  when  I should  join 
the  main  body  of  troops  retiring  toward  Fort  Donelson,  the  safety  of 
which  depended  upon  a protracted  defense  of  the  fort.  It  was  equally 
plain  that  the  gallant  men  working  the  batteries,  for  the  first  time  under 
fire,  with  all  their  heroism,  needed  my  presence.  Colonel  Heiman,  the 
next  in  command,  had  returned  to  the  fort  for  instructions.  The  men 
wmrking  the  heavy  guns  were  becoming  exhausted  with  the  rapid  firing. 
Another  gun  became  useless  by  an  accident,  and  yet  another  by  the 
explosion  of  a shell  immediately  after,  striking  the  muzzle,  involving  the 
death  of  2 men  and  disabling  several  others.  The  effect  of  mj^  absence 
at  such  a critical  moment  wmuld  have  been  disastrous.  At  the  earnest 
solicitation  of  many  of  my  officers  and  men  I determined  to  remain,  and 
ordered  Colonel  Heiman  to  join  his  command  and  keep  up  the  retreat  in 
good  order,  while  I should  fight  the  guns  as  long  as  one  man  was  left, 
and  sacrifice  myself  to  save  the  main  body  of  my  troops. 

No  sooner  was  this  decision  made  known  than  new  energy  was  in- 
fused. The  enemy  closed  upon  the  fort  to  within  GOO  yards,  improving 
very  much  in  their  fire,  which  now  began  to  tell  with  great  effect  upon 
the  parapets,  while  the  fire  from  our  guns  (now  reduced  to  seven)  was 
returned  with  such  deliberation  and  judgment  that  we  scarcely  missed 
a shot.  A second  one  of  the  gunboats  retired,  but  I believe  wms  brought 
into  action  again. 

At  1.10  p.  m.,  so  completely  broken  down  were  the  men,  that  but  for  the 
fact  that  four  only  of  our  guns  were  then  really  serviceable  I could  not 
well  have  worked  a greater  number.  The  fire  was  still  continued  with 
great  energy  and  tremendous  effect  upon  the  enemy’s  boats. 

At  1.30  X).  m.  I took  charge  of  one  of  the  32-pounders  to  relieve  the 
chief  of  that  piece,  who  had  worked  with  great  effect  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  action.  I gave  the  flag-ship  Cincinnati  two  shots,  which  had 
the  effect  to  check  a movement  intended  to  enfilade  the  only  guns  now 
left  me.  It  was  now  plain  to  be  seen  that  the  enemy  were  breaching  the 
fort  directly  in  front  of  our  guns,  and  that  I could  not  much  longer  sus- 
tain their  fire  without  an  unjustifiable  exx:)osure  of  the  valuable  lives  of 
the  men  who  had  so  nobly  seconded  me  in  this  unequal  struggle. 

Several  of  my  ofticers.  Major  Gilmer  among  the  number,  now  sug- 
gested to  me  the  proi^riety  of  taking  the  subject  of  a surrender  into  con- 
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sicleration.  Every  moment  I knew  was  of  vast  importance  to  those  re- 
treating on  Fort  Donelson,  and  I declined,  hoping  to  find  men  enough 
at  hand  to  continue  a while  longer  the  fire  now  so  destructive  to  the 
enemy.  In  this  I was  disappointed.  My  next  effort  was  to  try  the  ex- 
periment of  a flag  of  truce,  which  I waved  from  the  parapets  myself. 
This  was  precisely  at  1.50  p.  m.  The  flag  was  not  noticed,  I presume, 
from  the  dense  smoke  that  enveloped  it,  and  leaping  again  into  the  fort 
continued  the  fire  for  five  minutes,  when,  with  the  advice  of  my  brother 
officers,  I ordered  the  flag  to  be  lowered,  and  after  an  engagement  of 
two  hours  and  ten  minutes  with  such  an  unequal  force  the  surrender  was 
made  to  Flag-Officer  Foote,  represented  by  Captain  Stembel,.  command- 
ing gunboat  Cincinnati,  and  was  qualified  by  the  single  condition  that 
all  officers  should  retain  their  side-arms,  that  both  officers  and  men 
should  be  treated  with  the  highest  consideration  due  prisoners  of  war, 
which  was  promptly  and  gracefully  acceded  to  by  Commodore  Foote. 

The  retreat  of  the  main  body  was  effected  in  good  order,  though  in- 
volving the  loss  of  about  20  prisoners,  who  from  sickness  and  other 
causes  were  unable  to  encounter  the  heavy  roads.  The  rear  of  the  army 
was  overtaken  at  a distance  of  some  3 miles  from  Fort  Henry  by  a body 
of  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  but,  on  being  engaged  by  a small  body  of  our 
men,  under  Major  Garvin,  were  repulsed  and  retired. 

This  fact  alone  shows  the  necessity  of  the  policy  pursued  by  me  in  pro- 
tracting the  defense  of  the  fort  as  long  as  possible,  which  only  could 
have  been  done  by  my  consenting  to  stand  by  the  brave  little  band.  NTo 
loss  was  sustained  by  our  troops  in  this  affair  with  the  enemy. 

I have  understood  from  the  prisoners  that  several  pieces  of  artillery 
also  were  lost,  it  being  entirely  impossible  to  move  them  over  4 or  5 miles 
with  the  indifferent  teams  attached  to  them. 

The  entire  absence  of  transportation  rendered  any  attempt  to  move 
the  camp  equipage  of  the  regiments  impossible.  This  may  be  regarded 
as  fortunate,  as  the  roads  were  utterly  impassable,  not  only  from  the 
rains,  but  the  backwater  of  Tennessee  Fiver. 

A small  amount  of  quartermaster’s  and  commissary  stores,  together 
with  wbat  was  left  of  the  ordnance  stores,  were  lost  to  us  also. 

The  tents  of  the  Alabama  Eegiment  were  left  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
river,  the  gunboats  preventing  an  opportunity  to  cross  them  over. 

Our  casualties  may  be  reported  strictly  as  follows : Killed  by  the 
enemy,  2 ; wounded  severely  by  the  enemy  (one  since  dead),  3 j wounded 
slightly  by  the  enemy,  2)  killed  by  premature  explosion,  2;  wounded 
seriously  by  premature  explosion,  1 j slightly  wounded,  1 j temporarily 
disabled  by  explosion  of  rifled  gun,  5.  Making  total  killed,  5 ; seriously 
wounded,  3 j slightly  wounded,  3 j disabled,  5 j missing,  5.  Total  casu- 
alties, 21. 

The  total  casualties  of  the  enemy  were  stated  in  my  presence  on  the 
following  morning  to  be  73,  including  1 officer  of  the  Essex  killed,  and 
Captain  Porter,  commanding  the  Essex,  badly  scalded. 

The  enemy  report  the  number  of  shots  that  struck  their  vessels  to 
have  been  74,  28  of  which  struck  the  flag-ship  Cincinnati,  so  disabling 
her  as  to  compel  her  to  return  to  Cairo.  The  Essex  received  22  shots, 
one  of  which  passed,  we  know,  entirely  through  the  ship,  opening 
one  of  her  boilers  and  taking  off  the  head  of  Captain  Porter’s  aide-de- 
camp.  Several  shots  passed  entirely  through  the  Cincinnati,  while 
her  outer  works  were  completely  riddled.  The  weak  points  in  all 
their  vessels  were  known  to  us,  and  the  cool  precision  of  our  firing  de- 
veloped them,  showing  conclusively  that  this  class  of  boats,  though 
formidable,  cannot  stand  the  test  of  even  the  32-pounders,  much  less 
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the  24-caliber  rifled  shot  or  that  of  the  10-inch  columbiad.  It  should 
be  remembered  that  these  results  were  principally  from  no  heavier  metal 
than  the  ordinary  32-pounders,  using  solid  shot,  fired  at  point-blank, 
giving  the  vessels  all  the  advantages  of  their  peculiar  structures,  with 
planes  meeting  this  fire  at  angles  of  45  degrees.  The  immense  area, 
forming  what  may  be  called  the  roof,  is  in  every  respect  vulnerable  to 
either  a plunging  fire  from  even  32-i)ounders,  or  a curved  line  of  fire 
from  heavy  guns.  In  the  latter  case  shell  should  be  used  in  i^refereuce 
to  shot. 

Confident  of  having  performed  my  whole  duty  to  my  Government  in 
the  defense  of  Fort  Henry,  with  the  totally  inadequate  means  at  my 
disposal,  I have  but  little  to  add  in  support  of  the  views  before  ex- 
pressed. The  reasons  for  the  line  of  policy  pursued  by  me  are  to  my 
mind  convincing. 

Against  such  overwhelming  odds  as  16,000  well-armed  men  (exclu- 
sive of  the  force  on  the  gunboats)  to  2,610  badly  armed,  in  the  field,  and 
fifty-four  heavy  guns  against  eleven  medium  ones  in  the  fort,  no  tactics 
or  bravery  could  avail. 

The  rapid  movements  of  the  enemy,  with  every  facility  at  their  com- 
mand, rendered  the  defense  from  the  beginning  a hopeless  one. 

I succeeded  in  doing  even  more  than  was  to  be  hoped  for  at  first.  I 
not  only  saved  my  entire  command  outside  of  the  fort,  but  damaged 
materially  the  flotilla  of  the  enemy,  demonstrating  thoroughly  a problem 
of  infinite  value  to  us  in  the  future. 

Had  I beeu  re-enforced,  so  as  to  have  justified  my  meeting  the  enemy 
at  the  advanced  works,  I might  have  made  good  the  land  defense  on 
the  east  bank.  I make  no  inquiry  as  to  why  I was  not,  for  I have  entire 
confidence  in  the  judgment  of  my  commanding  general. 

The  elements  even  were  against  us,  and  had  the  enemy  delayed  his 
attack  a few  days,  with  the  river  rising,  one-third  of  the  entire  fortifi- 
cations (already  affected  by  it)  would  have  been  washed  away,  while 
the  remaining  i)ortion  of  the  works  would  have  been  untenable  by 
reason  of  the  depth  of  water  over  the  whole  interior  portion. 

The  number  of  officers  surrendered  (see  paper  marked  A*)  was  12  j 
the  number  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  in  the  fort  at  the 
time  of  the  surrender  (see  paper  marked  B)  * was  66,  while  the  number 
in  the  hospital-boat  Patton  was  (see  paper  marked  0)*  16. 

I take  great  pleasure  in  making  honorable  mencion  of  all  the  officers 
and  men  under  my  command.  To  Captain  Taylor,  of  the  artillery,  and 
the  officers  of  his  corps,  Lieutenants  Watts  and  Weller;  to  Oapt.  G.  E. 
G.  Jones,  in  command  of  the  right  battery ; to  Captains  Miller  and  Hay- 
den, of  the  Engineers;  to  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Geueral  McOon- 
nico;  to  Capt.  H.  L.  Jones,  brigade-quartermaster;  to  Captain  McLaugh- 
lin, quartermaster  of  the  Tenth  Tennessee,  and  to  Surgeons  Voorhies 
and  Horton,  of  the  Tenth  Tennessee,  the  thanks  of  the  whole  country 
are  due  for  their  consummate  devotion  to  our  high  and  holy  cause.  To 
Sergts.  John  Jones,  Hallam,  Cubine,  and  Silcurk,  to  Corporals  Copass, 
Cavin,  and  Eenfro,  in  charge  of  the  guns,  as  well  as  to  all  the  men,  I 
feel  a large  debt  is  due  for  their  bravery  and  efficiency  in  working  tlie 
heavy  guns  so  long  and  so  efficiently. 

Officers  and  men  alike  seemed  actuated  but  by  one  spirit — that  of 
devotion  to  a cause  in  which  was  involved  life,  liberty,  aud  the  i)iirsuit 
of  happiness.  Every  blow  struck  was  aimed  by  cool  heads,  sui)ported 
by  strong  arms  and  honest  hearts. 
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I feel  that  it  is  a duty  I owe  to  Col.  A.  Heimau,  commanding  the 
Tenth  Tennessee  Eegiment  (Irish),  to  give  this  testimony  of  my  high 
appreciation  of  him  as  a soldier  and  a man,  due  to  his  gallant  regiment, 
both  officers  and  men.  I place  them  second  to  no  regiment  I have  seen 
in  the  Army. 

To  Ca})tain  Dixon,  of  the  Engineers,  I owe  (as  does  the  whole  country) 
my  special  acknowledgments  of  his  ability  and  unceasing  energies. 
Under  his  immediate  eye  were  all  the  works  proposed  by  myselt  at 
Fort  Donelson  and  Ileiman  executed,  while  his  fruitfulness  in  resources 
to  meet  the  many  disadvantages  of  position  alone  enabled  us  to  combat 
its  difficulties  successfully. 

To  Lieutenant  Watts,  of  the  heavy  artillery,  as  acting  ordnance  offi- 
cer at  Fort  Henry,  I owe  this  special  notice  of  the  admirable  condition 
of  the  ordnance  department  at  that  post.  Lieutenant  Watts  is  the  cool- 
est officer  under  fire  I ever  met  with. 

I take  ifieasure  in  acknowledging  the  marked  courtesy  and  consider- 
ation of  Flag-Officer  Foote,  of  the  FedenE  Navy ; of  Captain  Stembel 
and  the  other  naval  officers,  to  myself,  officers,  and  men.  Their  gallant 
bearing  during  the  action  gave  evidence  of  a brave  and  therefore  gen- 
erous foe. 

Kespectfulljy  your  obedient  servant, 

LLOYD  TILGHMAN, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 


Eichmond,  Ya.,  August  9,  1862. 

My  attention  having  been  called,  since  writing  the  above  report,  to 
certain  statements  made  in  the  somewhat  unofficial  reports  of  the  bat- 
tles of  Fort  Donelson,  on  the  subject  of  the  condition  of  the  fortifica- 
tions at  that  place  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  re-enforcements,  I 
deem  it  highly  proper  to  i)rotect  my  own  as  well  as  the  reputation  of 
the  officers  and  men  of  my  command,  and  place  the  facts  of  the  case  on 
record. 

Nearly  broken  down  by  incessant  work  from  the  middle  of  June  in 
organizing  and  perfecting  the  First  Kentucky  Brigade  and  in  remodel- 
ing the  brigade  at  Hopkinsville,  Ky.,  I was  not  in  the  best  condition, 
so  late  as  December  15,  to  commence  in  a new  field  of  operations,  and 
work  into  perfect  shape  a third  brigade  and  carry  on  the  system  of 
fortifications  on  both  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  necessary  fur  the 
defense  of  the  important  line  intrusted  to  my  care. 

The  facts  of  the  case  are  simply  these : On  reaching  Fort  Donelson 
the  middle  of  December  I found  at  my  disposal  six  undisciplined  com- 
panies of  infantry,  with  an  unorganized  light  battery,  while  a small 
water  battery  of  two  light  guns  constituted  the  available  river  defense. 
Four  32-pounders  had  been  rightly  placed,  but  were  not  available.  By 
January  25  I had  prepared  the  entire  batteries  (except  one  piece,  which 
arrived  too  late)  for  the  river  defenses ; built  the  entire  field  work  with 
a trace  of  2,900  feet,  and  in  the  most  substantial  manner  constructed  a 
large  amount  of  abatis,  and  commenced  guarding  the  approaches  by 
rifle  pits  and  abatis.  This  was  all  done  when  the  re-enforcements  arrived, 
and,  when  the  total  lack  of  transportation  is  taken  into  consideration, 
as  well  as  the  inclemency  of  the  season,  and  yet  find  not  only  the  orig- 
inal troops  there,  but  nearly  all  my  re-enforcements  housed  in  something 
like  400  good  cabins,  I conceive  my  time  to  have  been  well  spent.  While 
this  was  being  done,  the  strengthening  of  Fort  Henry,  the  building  of  all 
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the  outworks  around  it,  together  with  the  advanced  state  of  the  new 
works  south  of  Tennessee  fever,  Fort  Heiman,  together  with  its  line  of 
outworks,  of  rifle  pits,  and  abatis,  was  all  thoroughly  i^erforincd,  and 
satisfies  my  own  mind  that  officers  and  men  could  not  have  fallen  short 
in  their  duties  to  have  accomplished  so  much. 

The  failure  of  adequate  support,  doubtless  from  sufficient  cause,  cast 
me  upon  my  own  resources,  and  compelled  me  to  assume  responsibilities 
which  may  have  worked  a partial  evil.  I aimed  at  the  general  good, 
and  am  the  last  man  to  shrink  from  assuming  what  is  most  likely  to 
accomplish  such  an  end. 

I would  further  state  that  I had  connected  both  Forts  Henry  and 
Donelson  by  a line  of  telegraph  from  Cumberland  City — total  length  of 
line  about  35  miles — thus  placing  me  in  close  relations  with  Bowding 
Green  and  Columbus. 

[LLOYD  TILGHMAN,] 
Brigadier- General^  C.  8.  Army, 


Ko.  9. 

Report  of  Lieut,  Col,  Milton  A,  Haynes^  C.  8.  Army^  Chief  of  Tennessee 

Corps  of  Artillery, 

PtiCHMOND,  Ya.,  March  22,  1862. 

Sir  : By  direction  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  I have  the  honor 
to  submit  a report  in  regard  to  the  defense  and  surrender  of  Fort  Henry, 
February  0 : 

On  January  15,  Major-General  Polk,  by  his  order,  a copy  of  vdnch  I 
annex,*  commanded  me  to  proceed  to  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson  and 
take  charge  of  the  artillery  forces  in  General  Tilgh man’s  division.  Hav- 
ing been  charged  by  General  Tilghman  with  certain  duties  at  Fort  Don- 
elson, on  the  night  of  February  5 I proceeded,  attended  only  by  my 
servant,  to  Fort  Henry,  but  did  not  enter  the  fort  until  after  daylight, 
not  being  able  to  cross  the  backwaters  in  the  night.  I then  learned, 
for  the  first  time,  that  the  enemy  had  landed  about  10,000  or  12,000  men 
at  Bailey’s  Landing,  3 miles  bej^ond  the  fort,  on  the  same  side  of  the 
river,  and  that  ten  gunboats  and  several  transports  were  lying  at  the 
same  point. 

After  hastily  examining  the  works  with  Captain  Hayden,  of  the  Engi- 
neers, I gave  it  as  my  opinion  that  Fort  Henry  was  untenable,  and  ought 
to  be  forthwith  abandoned,  first,  because  it  w’as  surrounded  by  wmter, 
then  cut  off  from  the  support  of  the  infantry,  and  was  on  the  point  of 
being  submerged ; second,  because  our  whole  force,  artillery,  cavalry, 
and  intan  try,  amounted  to  little  over  2,000  men,  a force  wholly  inade- 
quate to  cope  with  that  of  the  enemy,  even  if  there  had  been  no  extra- 
ordinary rise  in  the  river. 

About  8 o’clock  General  Tilghman,  who  was  on  mj^  arrival  at  Fort 
Heiman  (the  new  but  unfinished  work  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river), 
came  across  to  Fort  Henry.  I had  a brief  interview  with  him  in  regard 
to  the  steps  to  be  taken  at  Fort  Donelson,  but,  it  becoming  evident  that 
the  enemy  would  attack  on  that  day,  further  consultation  was  post- 
poned, and  General  Tilghman  proceeded  at  once,  without  consultation 
with  me,  to  make  his  dispositions  for  the  defense  of  Fort  Henry.  Ho 
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ordered  Heiman’s  regiment  to  take  a position  with  the  main  body  of 
our  troops  outside  of  the  backwater,  followed  by  Lieutenant  Culbert- 
son’s light  battery  of  six  pieces;  and  men  were  detailed  to  throw  up 
earth  to  keep  the  water  out  of  the  magazine  and  to  repair  or  extend  a 
temporary  bridge  across  the  backwater.  While  these  orders  were  being 
rapidly  carried  out,  under  the  direction  of  Lieut.  Col.  11,  W.  MacCavock, 

I went  around  the  fort,  inspecting  the  condition  of  the  guns,  &c.,  accom- 
l^anied  by  Capt.  Jesse  Taylor,  whose  company  garrisoned  the  fort  and 
manned  the  batteries.  I found  everything  in  good  condition  except 
the  IG-inch  columbiad  (the  only  one  in  the  fort),  which,  from  a defect  in 
the  construction  of  the  chassis,  could  be  managed  only  with  difiiculty 
and  slowly.  In  the  mean  time  the  enemy’s  gunboats  had  been  taking 
their  position  and  were  making  dispositions  for  an  advance,  and  advices 
received  from  scouts  showed  that  General  Grant’s  army  was  in  motion 
for  the  purpose  of  investing  the  i)ost. 

At  11.30  o’clock  seven  gunboats  took  their  position  in  line  across  the 
river,  advancing  upon  us.  Our  officers  and  men  were  at  their  posts  and 
our  guns  trained  upon  the  advancing  flotilla,  but  our  fire  was  withheld 
till  the  enemy  came  within  1,000  yards.  A signal  gun  from  the  flag- 
ship of  the  enemy  was  also  our  signal  to  open  fire,  which  was  done  bj^ 
both  sides  promptly. 

The  firing  continued  for  nearly  two  hours  without  intermission,  the  - 
enemy  having  about  sixteen  or  twenty  guns  opposed  to  our  nine,  a part 
of  theirs  being  of  10-inch  caliber,  and  we  having  but  one  10-inch  colum- 
biad, badly  mounted.  In  the  midst  of  the  battle  our  32-pouiider  rifled 
gun  (the  most  efiective  in  our  battery)  exploded,  killing  Sergeant  Gubine 
and  disabling  every  man  at  the  piece,  as  well  as  others  at  the  neighbor- 
ing guns.  The  shells  of  the  enemy  soon  set  fire  in  and  outside  ot  the 
fort,  which  we  had  not  the  power  to  extinguish.  Their  heavy  shot  tore 
away  the  cheeks  of  several  of  our  embrasures,  throwing  the  sand  bags 
upon  the  banquette,  and  exposing  our  gunners  to  the  direct  shot  of  the 
enemy.  Kear  the  close  of  the  engagement,  which  continued  for  nearly 
tTWO  hours,  two  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats  floated  down  the  river  in  a dis- 
abled condition,  and  the  remaining  gunboats,  being  now  within  200  or  300 
yards  of  the  fort,  our  32-pounder  shot  pierced  their  sides,  tearing  holes 
l)lainly  visible  to  the  naked  eye,  but  apparently  some  of  these  guns  were 
silenced.  Our  men  being  now  reduct  d by  wounds  and  exhaustion,  we 
had  not  enough  efiective  men  to  act  as  gunners.  General  Tilghman  and 
other  officers  being  compelled  to  take  their  places  at  the  guns.  AVhile 
I was  then  engaged  in  working  the  pan  coupe  battery,  some  one  gave 
the  command,  ‘‘Cease  firing,”  which  order  I instantly  countermanded, 
and  continued  the  firing.  Soon  afterwards,. as  I was  pointing  a gun 
and  ill  the  act  of  firing  it,  a gunner  near  me  exclaimed,  “ Look,  some 
one  has  raised  a white  flag!”  I ordered  him  to  go  and  tear  it  down  j 
and  shoot  the  man  who  raised  it.  This  order  was  given  by  me  because  ! 
I supposed  the  flag  had  been  raised  without  authority,  especially  as  | 
such  an  order  ought  to  have  been  given  through  me  as  chief  of  artillery. 
The  man  instantly  returned,  informing  me  that  General  Tilghman  had  i 
ordered  the  flag  to  be  raised.  I ordered  the  men  to  stand  by  their  guns,  j 

and  went  to  General  Tilghman,  who  was  at  the  middle  battery,  and  ' 

asked  him  if  he  was  going  to  surrender.  His  reply  was,  “ Yes,  we 
cannot  hold  out  five  minutes  longer;  our  men  are  disabled,  and  we 
have  not  enough  to  man  two  guns.”  My  reply  was,  “Then,  sir,  I will 
not  surrender,  and  you  have  no  right  to  include  me  in  the  cajiitulation 
as  an  officer  of  this  garrison,  I being  here  only  for  consultation  with 
you.”  We  then  shook  hands  and  I left  the  fort,  and  passing  down 
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the  river  to  a stable  I found  a horse  without  saddle  or  bridle,  and, 
mounting  him,  I rode  by  the  fort  and  iiassed  np  the  bank  of  the  river, 
and  swam  the  sheet  of  backwater  a mile  above  the  fort,  and  soon  after- 
wards came  up  with  our  forces  en  route  for  Fort  Douelson,  they  having 
been  withdrawn  under  cover  of  the  cannonade,  in  obedieuce  to  General 
Tilgh  man’s  order,  before  General  Grant’s  force  had  surrounded  their 
position. 

The  light  battery  under  Lieutenant  Culbertson  had  been  abandoned, 
he  being  unable  to  drag  it  through  the  muddy  sloughs  which  he  had  to 
cross.  His  men  and  horses  were  then  with  the  retreating  army.  The 
enemy’s  cavalry  were  hanging  upon  our  rear,  occasionally  bring  at  and 
liicking  U13  those  who  lagged  behind. 

At  2 a.  m.  our  forces  reached  Fort  Douelson,  with  the  loss  of  only  a 
few  men,  having  marched  22  miles,  and  forded  Standing  Eock  Creek  at 
five  deep  and  rapid  fords. 

Colonel  Heimau,  having  withdrawn  from  the  fort  at  the  close  of  the 
action,  conducted  the  retreat  in  good  order,  constantly  ready  to  en- 
gage the  enemy  if  he  had  x>ursued  us. 

I considered  the  defense  of  Fort^Henry  a military  necessity,  in  order 
to  cover  the  retreat  of  our  small  army.  Its  defense  was  made  by  one 
small  company  of  artillery,  commanded  by  Capt.  Jesse  Taylor,  Gen- 
eral Tilghman  and  other  officers  taking  part  in  the  action.  The  whole 
force  numbered,  rank  and  file,  less  than  70  men,  not  enough  to  man  all 
our  guns. 

Throughout  the  action  General  Tilghman  displayed  cool  and  manly 
courage,  which  commanded  admiration  and  inspired  our  men  with  noble 
enthusiasm,  which  made  them  scorn  the  dangers  by  which  they  were 
surrounded. 

All  officers  present,  whether  of  the  artillery  or  not,  participated 
actively  in  the  engagement,  and  all  deserve  praise  for  their  conduct  in 
the  action,  and  Captain  Taylor  especially,  for  the  skill,  promptness,  and 
courage  ot  the  officers  and  men  of  his  company. 

Fort  Henry  was  of  necessity  comiielled  to  surrender j if  not  to  the 
gunboats,  certainly  to  General  Grant’s  investing  army.  The  fault  was 
in  its  location,  not  in  its  defenders. 

The  officers  who  surrendered  were  General  Lloyd  Tilghman,  command- 
ing Fourth  Division;  W.  L.  McConnico,  acting  assistant  adjutant  gen- 
eral; Capt.  Charles  Hayden,  of  the  Engineers;  Dr.  Voorhies,  assistant 
surgeon,  C.  S.  Army;  S.  H.  McLaughlin,  assistant  quartermaster; 
Capt.  Jesse  Taylor,  commanding  Tennessee  Artillery,  and  Second  Lieut. 
F.  J.  Weller  and  50  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  of  whom 
10  or  12  were  wounded. 

Maj.  J.  F.  Gilmer,  of  the  Engineers,  C.  S.  Army;  Col.  A.  Heiman, 
commanding  Tenth  Tennessee  Eegiment,  and  myself,  and  two  privates, 
wounded,  efiected  their  escape,  separately — Major  Gilmer  on  foot. 

We  lost  ten  pieces  of  heavy  artillery,  six  field  pieces,  and  a large 
supply  of  orduance  and  quartermaster’s  stores — in  fact,  everything  but 
honor. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

MILTOH  A.  HAYhTES, 

Lieut  Col.  of  Art^  and  Chief  of  Tenn.  Corps  of  Yol.  ArL 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- General  C.  8.  Army. 
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No.  10. 


Report  of  Col.  A.  Seiman^  Tenth  Tennessee  Infantry. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  Atigust  11,  18G2. 

Sir:  Inclosed  herewith  please  find  my  report  in  regard  to  the  bom- 
bardinent  and  surrender  of  Fort  Henry.  I prepared  this  report  at  Fort 
Donelson  immediately  after  the  fall  of  Fort  Henry,  but  my  imprison- 
ment after  the  surrender  of  the  troops  at  Fort  Donelson  prevented  me 
from  forwarding  it  to  the  proper  authorities  before  now.  I have  now 
the  honor  to  submit  it  to  you  with  my  high  regards. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 


Adjutant-General  Cooper. 


A.  HEIMAN, 

Colonel  Tenth  Tennessee  Regiment, 


[Tnclosure.] 

Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  8,  1862. 

In  the  absence  of  General  Tilghman,  who.  is  a prisoner  in  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  being  next  in  command  of  his  division,  it  becomes  my 
duty,  and  I have  the  honor,  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  in 
regard  to  the  bombardment  and  surrender  of  Fort  Henry  and  the  sub- 
sequent retreat  of  its  garrison  to  Fort  Donelson: 

The  armament  of  the  fort  consisted  of  ten  32-pounders,  two  42- 
pounders,  two  12-pounders,  one  24-pounder  rifled  gun,  and  one  10  inch 
columbiad.  The  garrison  consisted  of  my  regiment.  Tenth  Tennessee, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  MacGavock ; the  Fourth  Missis- 
sippi, Colonel  Drake;  two  companies  of  the  Third  Alabama  Battalion, 
Major  Garvin;  a company  of  artillery,  commanded  by  Captain  Taylor; 
one  company  of  Forrest’s  cavalry.  Captain  Milner,  and  40  mounted  men, 
acting  Captain  Milton,  stationed  as  picket  and  rocket  guard  at  Bailey’s 
Landing,  3 miles  below  the  fort;  Captain  Culbertson’s  light  battery 
(four  6 pounders  and  one  6-i)ounder  rifled  gun),  amounting  in  all  to  an 
aggregate  of  1,885  men. 

The  heights  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  with  the  unfinished  { 
works  of  Fort  Heiman,  were  occupied  by  the  Twenty-seventh  Alabama  ( 
Eegiment,  Colonel  Hughes;  the  Fifteenth  Arkansas,  Colonel  Gee;  two  I 
companies  of  Alabama  cavalry,  commanded  by  Captains  Hubbard  and  I 
Houston,  and  an  unorganized  company  of  40  men,  Kentucky  cavalry,  f 
Captain  Padgett,  and  a section  of  a light  battery,  commanded  by  Lieu-  i 
tenant  Hankinicz,*  amounting  in  all  to  1,100  men.  j 

At  Paris  Landing,  5 miles  above  the  fort,  the  Forty-eighth  Tennessee,  j 
Colonel  Yoorhies,  and  the  Fifty-first  Tennessee,  Colonel  Browder,  were  t 
stationed.  These  were  skeleton  regiments,  containing  together  not  more  * 
than  400  men.  i 

With  the  exception  of  the  Tenth  Tennessee  and  the  Fourth  Mississippi  jj 
these  were  all  new  troops,  who  had  just  entered  the  service.  They  ' 
were  not  drilled,  were  badly  equipped,  and  ver}^  indifferent!}"  armed  with 
sliot-guns  and  Tennessee  rifles.  None  of  the  cavalry  had  either  sabers  I j 
or  pistols,  and  were  only  partly  armed  with  double-barreled  shot-guns; 
no  other  equipments  whatever.  There  was  much  sicl^ness  among  the  j ! 
new  troops,  so  that  the  forces  for  the  defense  of  Forts  Henry  and  j; 

* Reference  is  probably  to  P.  K.  Stankieuriz,  who  succeeded  Capt.  Jesse  Taylor  iu  : 
command  of  battery. 


Chap.  XVII.] 


CAPTUKE  OF  FORT  HENRY,  TENN. 


149 


Heirnan  did  not  amount  to  more  than  2,600  effective  men.  There  were 
also  at  Fort  Henry  the  steamers  Dunbar,  Captain  Fowler;  Lynn  Boyd, 
Captain  Smedley;  Appleton  Belle,  Captain  Heffernan  (regular  packet 
from  the  fort  to  Danville) ; the  Samuel  Orr  and  the  Paftou.  The  latter 
two  boats  wore  used  for  hospitals. 

General  Tilghman’s  division  headquarters  being  at  Fort  Donelson, 
where  he  was  untiring  in  his  exertions  to  complete  the  defenses  of  that 
post,  Fort  Henry  duriug  his  absence  was  under  my  command. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant,  at  4.30  o’clock,  the  sentinel  at  our 
3-gun  battery  announced  a rocket  signal  from  the  piciiet  at  Bailey’s 
Lauding,  which  was  immediately  answered  by  a rocket  from  the  fort, 
when  three  more  rockets  went  up  from  the  picket,  announcing  the  ap- 
proach of  three  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats.  The  eleven  guns  bearing  on 
the  river  were  immediately  manned  and  shotted  and  everything  held 
in  readiness  for  an  attack.  The  steamers  were  all  moved  out  of  range 
of  the  enemy’s  gunboats,  and  the  Dunbar  and  Boyd  were  dispatched  to 
Paris  Lauding  for  the  two  regiments  stationed  there.  I sent  a courier 
to  General  Tilghman,  at  Fort  Donelson,  informing  him  of  these  facts. 

Shortly  after  daylight  the  pickets  on  both  sides  of  the  river  reported 
a large  fleet  coaling  up,  and  the  smoke  from  several  gunboats  now  became 
visible  over  the  island.  I directed  Captain  Ellis,  of  the  Tenth,  with  a 
small  escort  of  mounted  men,  to  proceed  down  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
river,  and  Captain  Anderson,  of  the  same  regiment,  on  the  opposite  bank, 
to  reconnoiter  and  ascertain  whether  the  enemy  was  landing  troops.  1 
directed  Captain  Milner,  with  his  company  of  cavalry,  to  occupy  the 
several  roads  leading  from  Bailey’s  Landing  to  the  fort,  and  throw  for- 
ward a sufficient  number  of  pickets  and  vedettes.  I directed  Colonel 
Drake  to  send  two  companies  of  his  regiment  and  a section  of  Culbert- 
son’s battery  to  the  rifle  pits  for  the  defense  of  the  Dover  road,  about 
three-quarters  of  a mile  from  the  fort,  while  Major  Garvin  occupied  the 
rifle  pits  across  the  road  leading  to  Bailey’s  Landing.  Twelve  torpedoes 
were  sunk  in  the  chute  of  the  river  at  the  foot  of  the  island.  For  want 
of  powder  and  time  none  were  sunk  in  the  main  channel.  Those  sunk 
were  rendered  utterly  useless  by  the  heavy^  rise  in  the  river. 

At  about  9 o’clock  the  gunboats  commenced  throwing  shells  at  the 
quarters  of  our  pickets  and  other  buildings  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bai- 
ley’s Landing. 

Captain  Eilis  returned,  reporting  eight  gunboats  and  ten  large  trans- 
ports in  the  river,  and  that  they  were  landing  their  cavalry.  He  also 
stated  that  he  had  seen  two  light  batteries  or  barges,  but  that  no  troops 
were  at  that  time  landing  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  I again  sent 
a courier  to  General  Tilghman,  informing  him  of  these  facts.  During 
all  this  time  he  had  a large  force  at  work  on  the  epaulements  and  trying 
to  keep  the  water  oiit  of  the  fort.  The  lower  magazine  had  already  2 
feet  of  water  in  it,  and  the  ammunition  had  been  removed  to  a temporary 
magazine  above  ground,  which  had  but  very  little  protection,  but  we 
had  beim  at  work  day  and  night  for  the  last  week  to  cover  it  with  sand 
bags  and  to  protect  it  by  a traverse. 

At  about  12  o’clock  five  gunboats  came  in  sight  in  the  main  channel. 
All  the  troops,  except  the  heavy  artillery  force,  were  marched  out  of 
range  of  the  enemy’s  guns.  The  gunboats  formed  in  line  of  battle  across 
the  channel  about  2 miles  below  the  fort,  beyond  the  range  of  our  32- 
pounders.  I gave  positive  orders  that  none  of  these  guns  should  be 
fired  unless  the  boats  came  within  their  range ; therefore  we  had  only 
to  depend  on  the  24-pounder  rifled  gun  and  the  10-inch  columbiad ; the 
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latter  gun,  Tvith  an  iron  carriage  on  an  iron  chassis,  had,  on  previous 
trials  of  firing  with  20-pound  charges,  proved  defective,  owing  to  the 
too  great  recoil  for  the  length  ol  the  chassis  or  other  defects.  This  was, 
however,  remedied  by  clamping  tlie  carriage  to  the  chassis,  and  even 
then  it  recoiled  with  such  tremendous  force  against  the  barters,  that  in 
almost  every  instance  it  disarranged  the  pintle.  I have  since  learned 
that  this  defect  was  common  to  these  guns. 

At  about  1 o’clock  the  gunboats  opened  fire  with  shell  and  shot,  which 
was  immediately  returned  by  our  rifled  gun  and  10-inch  columbiad. 
The  former  fired  Archer  shells.  At  the  third  or  fourth  fire  one  of  the 
Clamps  of  the  columbiad  broke,  and  fearing  that  another  fire  would  upset 
the  gun,  it  was  not  fired  again.  The  rifled  gun  was  fired  in  quick  suc- 
cession and  with  good  effect  j meanwhile  the  gunboats  kejjt  up  a con- 
stant fire  with  good  practice. 

As  the  boats  advancetl  we  opened  fire  with  the  eleven  guns  bearing 
on  the  river,  which  was  kept  up  for  about  half  an  hour,  when  the  enemy 
withdrew.  Their  shot  fell  in  and  around  the  fort.  Some  of  their  shells 
fell  a quarter  of  a mile  beyond  the  fort,  showing  a range  superior  to 
our  own.  None  of  the  shells  which  fell  in  the  fort  exploded,  and  but 
one  man  was  wounded.  I reported  the  result  to  General  Tilghman,  and 
that  the  enemy  was  landiag  a large  force  and  that  additional  transi)orts 
were  arriving. 

1 was  satisfied  that  we  could  not  hold  the  heights  opposite  the  fort, 
and  that  it  would  be  prudent  to  move  the  forces  from  there  to  Fort 
Henry,  but  did  not  like  to  take  the  responsibility  without  the  order  of 
General  Tilghman,  as  a previous  order  from  you  stated  positively  that 
these  heights  must  be  held.  However,  these  troops  were  held  in  readi- 
ness to  move  at  a moment’s  warning. 

At  5 o’clock  I sent  another  couricu*,  with  an  escort,  to  the  general,  stat- 
ing my  views  in  regard  to  the  troops  at  Fort  Heiman,  and  requesting 
his  orders,  or,  what  I desired  more,  his  presence,  and  cautioned  him  not  , 
to  come  without  a strong  escort  and  by  the  upper  road,  believing  that  i 
the  enemy  had  already  cavalry  pickets  on  the  main  Hover  road.  j 

Before  night  I re-enforced  the  outposts  on  the  Dover  road  with  two  11 
companies  of  the  Tenth  Tennessee,  under  Captains  Morgan  and  Ford,  j 
and  the  6-pounder  rifled  gun.  At  11.30  General  Tilghman  and  Major  if 
Gilmer’s  corps  of  engineers  arrived,  with  three  companies  of  Lieuten-  j 
ant-Colonel  Gantt’s  cavalry,  from  Fort  Donelson. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  General  Tilghman  directed  the 
removal  of  the  troops  from  Fort  Heiman  to  Fort  Henry,  with  theexcep-  i 
tiou  of  the  cavalry.  General  Tilghman  now  formed  the  troops  at  the 
fort  into  two  brigades.  The  first,  commanded  by  myself,  consisting  of 
the  Tenth  Tennessee,  Lieutenant-Colonel  MacGavoQk  ; Forty-eighth  Ten-  * j 
nessee.  Colonel  Yoorhies;  Fifty-first  Tennessee,  Colonel  Browder ; Col-  | 
onel  Gantt’s  battalion  of  cavalry,  and  Captain  Culbertson’s  light  battery. 
The  second  brigade,  under  command  of  Colonel  Drake,  consisted  of  the 
Fourth  Mississippi,  Major  Adaire ; Twenty-seventh  Alabama,  Colonel  I 
Hughes;  Alabama  Battalion,  Major  Garvin ; Captains  Milner’s  and  Mil- 
ton’s cavalry,  and  a section  of  li ght  battery.  Captain  Crain.  He  appointed  j 
Major  McConnico  assistant  adjutant-general  and  Lieutenant  Phar  aide- 
de-camp,  his  own  staff  having  remained  at  Fort  Donelson.  General  j 
Tilghman  assigned  each  brigade  its  position  at  the  rifle  pits,  and  all  ‘ 
preparations  were  made  to  receive  the  enemy  bj^  land  and  water.  I 

A reconnoitering  party  of  cavalry  met  the  enemy,  and  in  a skirmish  . 
one  man  of  Captain  Milner’s  company  was  killed.  General  Tilghman  j 
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tlien  ordered  out  a battalion  of  the  Tenth  Tennessee,  a battalion  of  the 
Fourth  Mississippi,  and  Milner’s  cavalry,  and  proceeded  in  person  with 
them  to  the  scene  of  the  skirmish,  but  the  enemy  had  retired. 

During  the  night  Col.  Milton  A.  Haynes,  of  the  artillery,  arrived  from 
Fort  Donelson,  to  give  his  aid  in  the  coming  engagement,  and  brought 
information  that,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  General  Tilghman,  Col- 
onel Head  would  send  two  regiments  to  Kirkman’s  Furnace  from  Fort 
Donelson  next  morning,  which  is  half  way  between  the  forts,  to  act  as 
a reserve- 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  Gth  heavy  volumes  of  black  smoke  rose 
over  the  island,  manifesting  that  the  fleet  was  not  to  remain  idle  long  j 
and,  judging  from  the  number  of  transports  in  the  river,  they  must  have 
landed  a very  large  force  during  the  two  days  and  nights,  and,  as  it  was 
afterwards  ascertained.  General  Grant  had  12,000  men  between  the  fort 
and  Bailey’s  Landing,  and  General  Smith  6,000  men  on  the  opposite 
bank  of  the  river. 

At  about  10  o’clock  in  the  morning  General  Tilghman  and  Major  Gil- 
mer came  in  a small  boat  from  the  steamer  Dunbar,  wliich  was  lying 
during  the  night  at  Fort  Heiman,  and  prepared  for  the  engagement  on 
hand. 

At  11  o’clock  the  gunboats  made  their  appearance  in  the  chute,  seven 
in  number,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  2 miles  from  the  fort.  General 
Tilghman  ordered  the  troops  to  be  marched  out  of  range  of  the  enemy’s 
guns.  None  were  permitted  to  remain  in  the  fort  but  those  on  duty  with 
the  artillery,  who  were  under  the  command  of  Captain  Taylor. 

General  Tilghman,  with  his  staff,  took  position  at  the  center  battery, 
to  observe  the  movements  of  the  gunboats  and  direct  the  firing  of  our 
batteries.  The  enemy  opened  fire  with  shot  and  shell,  which  was  re- 
turned by  our  10-inch  columbiad  and  24-pounder  rifled  gun  until  they 
came  in  range  of  the  lighter  guns,  when  the  whole  eleven  guns  bearing- 
on  the  river  opened  fire.  The  enemy’s  practice  improved  as  they  ad- 
vanced. The  firing  on  both  sides  was  without  a moment’s  intermission. 

Shot  after  shot  was  exchanged  with  admirable  ra])idity  and  precision, 
and  the  enemy’s  shell  struck  and  exploded  in  every  direction.  Unfor- 
tunately, our  most  reliable  gun,  the  24-pounder  rifled,  bursted,  wounding 
all  the  men  who  served  it.  Shortly  afterwards  the  vent  of  the  10-inch 
columbiad  closed,  and  could  not  be  opened.  Our  reliance  was  now  on 
the  32  and  42  pounders,  and,  1 regret  to  state,  for  the  latter  we  had  not 
the  x)roper  ammunition.  Shortly  afterwards  a premature  explosion 
of  one  of  the  guns  killed  2 men.  By  this  time  we  had  lost  the  use  of 
five  guns,  but  a constant  fire  was  kept  up  on  both  sides,  the  gunboats 
nearing  all  the  time,  their  point-blank  range  telling  fearfully  on  the  fort, 
while  we  had  to  depress  our  guns  and  change  our  range  alter  every  shot. 
This  unequal  fire  was  kept  up  with  an  energy  which  does  great  credit  to 
the  officers  and  men  at  the  guns. 

This  fearful  cannonading  had  lasted  now  over  an  hour,  and  it  was 
evident  the  foft  could  not  hold  out  much  longer.  Major  Gilmer  called 
my  attention  to  the  state  of  affairs,  requesting  me  to  state  to  General 
Tilghman  that  it  was  useless  to  hold  out  longer;  to  keep  up  this  un- 
equal contest  would  cost  the  lives  of  many  more,  without  any  possible 
advantage  to  the  result.  I replied  to  Major  Gilmer  that  these  were  my 
views,  but  that  I would  not  like  to  make  any  suggestions  to  the  general; 
that  he  must  be  his  own  judge  in  regard  to  this  afiair.  When  General 
Tilghman  was  shortly  after  reminded  of  the  state  of  affairs  he  would 
not  entertain  the  idea  of  a surrender,  stating  that  he  had  as  yet  lost  but 
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few  men,  and  inquired  the  reason  why  some  of  the  guns  had  ceased  fir- 
ing. lie  was  told  that  several  of  the  men  were  killed,  many  wounded, 
and  all  the  rest  exhausted,  and  that  we  had  no  men  to  relieve  them. 
The  general  threw  off  his  coat,  sprang  on  the  chassis  of  the  nearest  gun, 
stating  that  he  would  work  it  himself,  ordering,  at  the  same  time,  50 
men  of  my  regiment  to  the  fort  to  assist  the  gunners.  Seeing  nobody 
whom  I could  send  for  them,  1 started  myself,  the  bombardment  still  go- 
ing on  unabated ; but  before  I could  reach  the  command  the  boats  were 
so  close  to  the  fort  that  further  resistance  was  impossible.  The  flag  was 
hauled  down  and  the  firing  ceased. 

I returned  in  person  immediately  to  the  fort  for  further  orders.  Gen- 
eral Tilghman  informed  me  that  he  had  surrendered,  believing  that  it 
was  his  duty  to  do  so,  as  every  military  man  would  see  the  impossibility 
of  holding  the  fort.against  such  fearful  odds,  and  stating  to  me  that  I 
Avas  not  included  in  the  surrender,  as  I was  not  in  the  fort  at  the  time 
the  flag  was  struck,  and  directed  me  to  continue  the  retreat,  according  to 
orders,  to  Fort  Douelson  by  the  upper  road,  having  gained  all  the  time 
necessary  for  a safe  retreat.  Owing  to  bad  roads,  the  high  water,  and 
the  close  pursuit  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  I found  it  a physical  impossi- 
bility to  save  the  light  artillery. 

About  3 miles  from  the  fort  our  rear  was  attacked  by  the  enemy’s 
cavalry.  Their  fire  was  handsomely  returned  by  Colonel  Gee  and  Major 
Garvin.  Major  Lee,  of  the  Fifteenth  Arkansas,  and  Captain  Leach,  of 
the  Alabama  Battalion,  were  surrounded  and  made  prisoners.  We  sus- 
tained no  other  loss. 

I may  be  permitted  to  state  that  the  self-sacrificing  heroism  displayed 
by  General  Tilghman  in  this  terrible  and  most  unequal  struggle  chal- 
lenges the  admiration  of  all  gallant  men  and  entitles  him  to  the  grati- 
tude of  the  whole  people  of  the  Confederate  States.  The  tact,  skill,  and 
untiring  energy  which  characterized  his  whole  course  while  in  command 
of  the  defense  of  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  Eivers  proved  him  a 
most  skillful  and  gallant  leader. 

During  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Henry  General  Tilghman  was  ably 
assisted  by  Major  Gilmer,  Colonel  Haynes,  Major  McConnico,  Captains 
Miller  and  Hayden  (Engineers),  Captain  Taylor,  Lieutenants  Watts  and 
Weller,  and  Capt.  G.  E.  G.  Jones,  and  the  men  under  their  command 
deserve  particular  credit  for  the  effective  and  energetic  manner  in  which 
they  managed  their  guns. 

My  thanks  are  eminently  due  to  Colonel  Drake  and  the  regimental 
and  detachment  commanders  for  the  able  and  orderly  manner  in  which 
they  conducted  their  commands. 

The  events  which  followed  so  closely  upon  the  fall  of  Fort  Henry — 
the  surrender  of  the  troops  at  Fort  Donelson  and  my  own  imprisonment, 
from  which  I have  just  been  released — have  prevented  me  from  for  ward- 
ing this  report  at  an  earlier  date. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  HEIMANT, 

Golonelj  Commanding  First  Brigade^  Tilghmanh  Division, 

Col.  W.  W.  Mackall, 

Ass  istant  Adjutant-  General, 
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FEBRUARY  6-10,  1862. — Expedition  to  Florence,  Ala. 

REFOR-TS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Halleck,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — Lieut.  Commander  S.  L.  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy. 

No.  3. — A.  J.  Hopper,  Superintendent  Eastern  Division  Mississippi  and  Charleston 
Railroad. 

No.  4. — J.  G.  Norman. 


Ko.  1. 

Rej^ort  of  Maj,  Gen.  Henry  W.  Halleclc,  TJ.  S.  Army. 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  12,  1802. 

The  gunboats  sent  up  Tennessee  have  just  returned,  after  a most  suc- 
cessful trip  to  Florence,  in  Alabama.  Another  expedition  is  moving  up 
Cumberland,  under  Flag-Officer  Foote.  I subjoin  the  telegram  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Phelps: 

We  have  returned  to  this  point  from  an  entirely  successful  expedition  to  Florence 
at  foot  of  the  Muscle  Shoals,  Ala.  The  rebels  were  forced  to  burn  six  steamers,  and 
we  captured  two  others,  beside  the  half-comjjlete  gunboat  Eastport.  The  steamers 
burned  were  freighted  with  rebel  military  stores.  The  Eastport  has  about  250,000 
feet  of  lumber  on  board.  Captured  200  stand  of  arms  and  a quantity  of  clothing  and 
stores,  and  destroyed  the  encampment  of  Colonel  Drew  at  Savannah,  Teun.  Found 
the  Union  sentiment  strong. 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 

Major-General  McClellan. 


Ko.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Commander  S.  L.  Phelps^  TJ.  8.  Navy. 

IT.  S.  Gunboat  Conestoga, 
Tennessee  River,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir:  Soon  after  the  surrender  of  Fort  Henry,  on  the  6th  instant,  I 
proceeded,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  up  the  Tennessee  Eiver,  with 
the  Tyler,  Lieutenant-Commander  Gwinj  Lexington,  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Shirk,  and  this  vessel,  forming  a division  of  the  flotilla,  and 
arrived  after  dark  at  the  railroad  crossing,  25  miles  above  the  fort, 
having  destroyed  on  the  way  a small  amount  of  camp  equipage  aban- 
doned by  the  fleeing  rebels.  The  draw  of  the  bridge  was  found  closed 
and  the  machinery  for  turning  it  disabled.  About  IJ  miles  above  were 
several  rebel  transport  steamers  escaping  upstream.  A party  was 
landed,  and  in  one  hour  I had  the  satisfaction  to  see  the  draw  open. 
The  Tyler  being  the  slowest  of  the  gunboats,  Lieutenant-Commander 
Gwin  landed  a force  to  destroy  a portion  of  the  railroad  track  and  to 
secure  such  military  stores  as  might  be  found,  while  I directed  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Shirk  to  follow  me  with  all  speed  in  chase  of  the 
fleeing  boats.  In  five  hours  this  boat  succeeded  in  forcing  the  rebels  to 
abandon  and  burn  three  of  these  boats,  loaded  with  military  stores.  The 
first  one  fired  (Samuel  Orr)  had  on  board  a quantity  of  submarine  bat- 
teries, which  very  soon  exploded.  The  second  one  was  freighted  with 
powder,  cannon  shot,  grape,  balls,  &c.  Fearing  an  explosion  from  the 
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fired  boats — there  were  two  together— I had  stopped  at  a distance  of 
1,000  yards,  but  even  there  our  skylights  were  shattered  by  the  concus- 
sion, the  light  upper  deck  was  raised  bodily,  doors  were  forced  open, 
and  lodes  and  fastenings  everywhere  broken.  The  whole  river  for  half 
a mile  around  about  was  completely  “beaten  up”  by  the  falling  frag- 
ments and  the  shower  of  shot,  grape,  balls,  &c.  The  house  of  a reported 
Union  man  was  blown  to  pieces,  and  it  was  suspected  there  was  design 
in  landing  the  rebels  in  front  of  the  doomed  liouse. 

The  Lexington  having  fallen  astern,  and  being  without  a pilot  on 
board,  I concluded  to  wait  for  both  of  the  boats  to  come  up.  Joined  by 
them,  w^e  proceeded  up  the  river.  Lieuteuant-Commander  Gwin  had 
destroyed  some  of  the  trestle  work  of  the  end  of  the  bridge,  burning 
with  them  a lot  of  camp  equipage.  I.  N.  Brown,  formerly  a lieutenant 
in  the  Uavy,  now  signing  himself  “Lieutenant,  0.  S.  N.,”  had  tied  with 
such  precipitation  as  to  leave  his  papers  behind.  These,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Gwin  brought,  and  I send  them  to  you,  as  they  give  an  offi- 
cial history  of  the  rebel  floating  preparations  on  the  Mississippi,  Cum- 
berland, and  Tennessee.*  Lieutenant  Brown  had  charge  of  the  con- 
struction of  gmnboats. 

At  night  on  the  7th  we  arrived  at  a landing  in  Hardin  County,  Ten- 
nessee, known  as  Cerro  Gordo,  where  we  found  the  steamer  Eastport 
being  converted  into  a gunboat.  Armed  boat  crews  were  immediately 
sent  on  board  and  search  made  for  means  of  destruction  that  might 
have  been  devised.  8he  had  been  scuttled  and  the  suction  pi[)es  broken. 
These  leaks  were  soon  stopped.  A number  of  rifle  shots  were  fired  at 
our  vessels,  but  a couple  of  shells  dispersed  the  rebels.  On  examina- 
tion, I found  that  there  were  large  quantities  of  timber  and  lumber  pre- 
pared for  fitting  up  the  Eastport;  that  the  vessel  itself — some  280  feet 
long — was  in  excellent  condition,  and  already  half  finished.  Consider- 
able of  the  plating  designed  for  her  was  lying  on  the  bank,  and  every- 
thing at  hand  to  complete  her.  I therefore  directed  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Gwin  to  remain  with  the  Tyler,  to  guard  the  prize,  and  to  load 
the  lumber,  &c.,  while  the  Lexington  and  Conestoga  should  proceed  still 
higher  up. 

Soon  after  daylight  on  the  8th  we  passed  Eastport,  Miss.,  and  at  Chick- 
asaw, farther  up,  near  the  State  line,  seized  two  steamers,  the  Sallie 
Wood  and  Muscle,  the  former  laid  up,  the  latter  freighted  with  iron 
destined  for  Eichrnond  and  for  rebel  use.  We  then  proceeded  on  up  the 
river,  entering  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  ascending  to  Florence,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Muscle  Shoals.  On  coming  in  sight  of  the  town  three  steam- 
ers were  discovered,  which  were  immediately  set  on  fire  by  the  rebels. 
Some  shots  were  fired  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  below.  A 
force  was  landed  and  considerable  quantities  of  supplies,  marked  “Fort 
Henry,”  were  secured  from  the  burning  wrecks.  Some  had  been  landed 
and  stored.  These  I seized,  putting  such  as  we  could  bring  away  on 
board  our  vessels  and  destroying  the  remainder.  No  flats  or  other  craft 
could  be  found.  I lound  also  more  of  the  iron  plating  intended  for  the 
Eastport. 

A deputation  of  citizens  of  Florence  waited  upon  me,  first  desiring 
that  they  might  be  made  able  to  quiet  the  fears  of  their  wives  and 
daughters  with  assurances  from  me  that  they  should  not  be  molested, 
and  secondly  praying  that  I would  not  destroy  their  railroad  bridge. 
As  for  the  first,  I told  them  that  we  were  neither  ruffians  nor  savages,  | 
and  that  we  were  there  to  protect  them  from  violence  and  to  enforce  I 
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the  law ; and  with  reference  to  the  second  that,  if  the  bridge  were  away, 
we  could  ascend  no  higher,  and  that  it  could  possess,  so  far  as  I saw, 
no  military  importance,  as  it  simply  connected  Florence  itself  with  the 
railroad  on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  We  had  seized  three  of  their 
steamers,  one  the  half-linished  gunboat,  and  had  forced  the  rebels  to 
burn  six  others  loaded  with  supiilies,  and  their  loss,  with  that  of  the 
freight,  is  a heavy  blow  to  the  enemy.  Two  boats  are  still  known  to  be 
oil  the  river,  and  are  doubtless  hidden  in  some  of  the  creeks,  where  we 
shall  be  able  to  lind  them  when  there  is  time  for  the  search. 

We  returned  on  the  night  of  the  8th  to  where  the  Eastport  lay.  The 
crew  of  the  Tyler  had  already-  gotten  on  board  of  the  prize  an  immense 
amount  of  lumber,  &c.  The  crews  of  the  three  boats  set  to  work  to  fin- 
ish the  job  immediately,  and  we  have  brought  away  probably  250,000 
feet  ofithe  best  quality  of  ship  and  building  timber,  all  the  iron  machi- 
nery, spikes,  plating,  nails,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  rebel  gunboat,  and  I 
caused  the  mill  to  be  destroyed  where  the  lumber  had  been  sawed. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Gwiii,  in  our  absence,  had  enlisted  some  25 
Tennesseeans,  who  gave  information  of  the  encampment  of  Colonel 
Drew’s  rebel  regiment  at  Savannah,  Tenn.  A portion  of  the  600  or 
700  men  were  known  to  be  “pressed”  men,  and  all  were  badly  armed. 
After  consultation  with  Lieutenant-Commanders  Gwin  and  Shirk,  I 
determined  to  make  a land  attack  upon  the  encampment.  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Shirk,  with  30  riflemen,  came  on  board  the  Conestoga. 
Leaving  his  vessel  to  guard  the  Eastport,  and  accompanied  by  the  Tyler, 
we  proceeded  up  to  that  place,  prepared  to  land  130  riflemen  and  a 12- 
l)ounder  rifled  howitzer.  Lieutenant-Cornmauder  Gwin  took  command 
of  this  force  when  landed,  but  had  the  mortification  to  find  the  encami)- 
ment  deserted.  The  rebels  had  fled  at  1 o’clock  at  night,  leaving  con- 
siderable quantities  of  arms,  clothing,  shoes,  camp  utensils,  provisions, 
implements,  &c.,  all  of  which  we  secured  or  destroyed,  and  their  winter 
quarters  of  log  huts  were  burned.  I seized  also  a large  mail-bag,  and 
send  you  the  letters  giving  military  information.  The  gunboats  were 
then  dropped  down  to  a point  where  arms  gathered  under  the  rebel 
press  law  had  been  stored,  and  an  armed  party,  under  Second  Master 
Gowdy,  of  the  Tyler,  succeeded  in  seizing  about  70  rifles  and  fowling- 
pieces. 

Eeturning  to  Cerro  Gordo,  we  took  the  Eastport,  Sallie  Wood,  and 
Muscle  in  tow,  and  came  down  the  river  to  the  railroad  crossing.  The 
Muscle  sprang  aleak,  and,  all  eflbrts  failing  to  i^revent  her  sinking,  we 
were  forced  to  abandon  her,  and  with  her  a considerable  quantity  of 
fine  lumber.  We  are  having  trouble  in  getting  through  the  draw  of  the 
bridge  here. 

I now  come  to  the  most  interesting  portion  of  the  report,  one  which 
has  already  become  lengthy,  but  I timst  you  will  find  some  excuse  for 
this  in  the  fact  that  it  embraces  a history  of  labors  and  movements  day 
and  night  from  the  6th  to  the  10th  of  the  month,  all  of  which  details  I 
deem  it  i)roper  to  give  you.  We  have  met  with  the  most  gratifying 
proofs  of  loyalty  everywhere  across  Tennessee,  and  in  the  portions  of 
^lississippi  and  Alabama  we  visited  most  affecting  instances  greeted  us 
almost  hourly.  Men,  women,  and  children  several  times  gathered  in 
crowds  of  hundreds,  shouted  their  welcome,  and  hailed  their  national 
flag  with  an  enthusiasm  there  was  no  mistaking.  It  was  genuine  and 
heartfelt.  These  peoifle  braved  everything  to  go  to  the  river  bank 
where  a sight  of  their  flag  might  once  more  be  enjoyed,  and  they  have 
experienced,  as  they  related,  every  possible  form  of  persecution.  Tears 
flowed  freely  down  the  cheeks  of  men  as  well  as  of  women,  and  there 
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were  those  who  had  fought  under  the  Stars  and  Stripes  at  Monterey  who 
in  this  manner  testified  to  their  joy.  This  display  of  feeling  and  sense 
of  gladness  at  our  success  and  the  hopes  it  created  in  the  breasts  of  so 
many  people  in  the  heart  of  the  Confederacy  astonished  us  not  a little, 
and  I assure  you,  sir,  I would  not  have  failed  to  witness  it  for  any  con- 
sideration. I think  it  has  given  us  all  a higher  sense  of  the  sacred 
character  of  our  present  duties.  I was  assured  at  Savannah  that  of 
the  several  hundred  troops  there  more  than  one  half,  had  we  gone  to 
the  attack  in  time,  would  hove  hailed  us  as  deliverers  and  gladly  enlisted 
with  the  national  force.  In  Tennessee  the  people  generally  in  their 
enthusiasm  braved  secessionists  and  spoke  their  views  freely,  but  in 
Mississippi  and  Alabama  what  was  said  was  guarded.  “If  we  dared 
express  ourselves  freely,  you  would  hear  such  a shout  greeting  your 
coming  as  you  never  heard.”  “We  know  there  are  many  Unionists 
among  us,  but  a reign  of  terror  makes  us  afraid  of  our  shadows.”  We 
were  told,  too,  “Bring  us  a small  organized  force,  with  arms  and  ammu- 
nition for  us,  and  we  can  maintain  our  position  and  put  down  rebellion 
in  our  midst.”  There  were,  it  is  true,  whole  communities  who  on  our 
approach  lied  to  the  woods,  but  these  were  where  there  was  less  of  the 
loyal  element,  and  where  the  fleeing  steamers  in  advance  had  spread 
tales  of  our  coming  with  fire-brands,  burning,  destroying,  ravishing,  and 
plundering. 

The  crews  of  these  vessels  have  had  a very  laborious  time,  but  have 
evinced  a spirit  in  the  work  highly  creditable  to  them.  Lieutenant- 
Commanders  Gwiu  and  Shirk  have  been  untiring,  and  I owe  to  them 
and  to  their  officers  many  obligations  for  our  entire  success. 

I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  PHELPS, 

Lieutenant- Commander^  U.  S.  Navy, 
Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  Western  Waters, 


No.  3. 

Be^ort  of  A,  J,  Hopper^  Superintendent  Eastern  Division  Memphis  and 

Charleston  Railroad, 

Huntsville,  February  8,  1862. 

General  Johnston: 

The  Federal  gunboats  have  landed  at  Florence,  5 miles  from  Tnscum- 
bia  and  48  miles  west  of  Decatur;  are  marching  on  Tuscumbia;  how 
many  boats  or  men  there  are  not  known. 

Tlie  citizens  here  have  one  brass  6-ponnder  in  order,  and  the  M.  and 
C.  E.  E.  one  Parrott  rifled  G-pounder  and  carriage,  but  not  wheels ; also 
one  not  mounted  at  all. 

A company  of  men  with  infantry  arms  go  from  here  some  time  to- 
night to  assistance  of  Tuscumbia. 

Can  you  give  us  any  information,  orders,  or  relief  ? Our  trains,  ex- 
cept one,  are  out  of  their  reach,  and  that  one  may  be  for  what  we  can 
learn. 

A.  J.  HOPPEE, 

Superintendent  Eastern  Division  M,  and  C.  B.  B, 
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IS-Q.  4. 

Report  of  J,  G.  Norman. 

Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  February  9,  1862. 

Enemy’s  gunboats  (two  in  number)  came  to  Florence  yesterday.  Two 
steamers  were  burned  below  Eastport,  three  others  at  Florence  were 
burned  by  the  owners,  and  another  scuttled  and  sunk,  to  prevent  their 
falling  into  enemy’s  hands.  The  enemy  also  captured  a considerable 
amount  of  Government  stores  at  Florence  and  two  steamboats.  Gun- 
boats retired  down  the  river  1 ast  night.  The  railroad  bridge  at  Florence 
was  not  destroyed.  The  enemy  disclaimed  any  intention  to  destroy 
private  property.  It  was  rumored  berje  to-day  that  the  enemy  were 
landing  troops  in  force  at  Eastport  to  destroy  the  bridge  at  Big  Bear 
Creek;  this  is  not  credited  here.  Colonel  Chalmers  is  guarding  that 
bridge  with  portions  of  his  and  Colonel  Looney’s  regiments.  Since  the 
fall  of  Fort  Henry  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  enemy  during  high 
water  from  ascending  the  Tennessee  with  their  gunboats  and  invading 
North  Alabama  and  North  Mississippi. 

J.  G.  NOKMAN. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin. 


FEBRUARY  12-16,  1862. — Siege  and  Capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tennessee. 

REPORTS,  ETC. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  army  in  the  field. 

No.  2. — Lient.  Col.  James  B.  McPherson,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Engineer. 

No.  3. — Col.  J.  D.  Webster,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  of  Staff. 

No.  4. — Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  engagement  February  14. 

No.  5. — Return  of  casualties  in  the  army  commanded  by  Brigadier- General  Grant. 
No.  6. — Brig.  Gen.  John  A.  McClernand,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division. 
No.  7. — Col.  Richard  J.  Oglesby,  Eighth  Illinois  Infantry,  commanding  First  Bri- 
gade. 

No.  8. — Lieut.  Col.  Frank  L.  Rhoads,  Eighth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  9. — Capt.  Samuel  B.  Marks,  Eighteenth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  10. — Capt.  Jasper  M.  Dresser,  Battery  A,  Illinois  Light  Artillery. 

No.  11. — Col.  William  H.  L.  Wallace,  Eleventh  Illinois  Infantry,  commanding  Second 
Brigade. 

No.  12. — Lieut.  Col.  T.  E.  G.  Ransom,  Eleventh  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  13. — Col.  C.  C.  Marsh,  Twentieth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  14. — Col.  John  E..Smith,  Forty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  15. — Col.  Isham  N.  Haynie,  Forty-eighth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  16. — Capt.  Edward  McAllister,  Battery  D,  First  Illinois  Light  Artillery. 

No.  17. — Capt.  Ezra  Taylor,  Battery  B,  First  Illinois  Light  Artillery. 

No.  18. — Col.  Leonard  F.  Ross,*  Seventeenth  Illinois  Infantry,  commanding  Third 
Brigade. 

No.  19. — Col.  William  R.  Morrison,  Forty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  commanding  Third 
Brigade. 

No.  20. — Maj.  Francis  M.  Smith,  Seventeenth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  21.— Col.  John  McArthur,  Twelfth  Illinois  Infantry,  commanding  First  Brigade, 
Second  Division. 

No.  22. — Lieut.  Col.  Augustus  L.  Chetlain,  Twelfth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  23. — Col.  Isaac  C.  Pugh,  Forty-first  Illinois  Infantry. 
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No.  24. — Col.  John  Cook,  Seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  commanding  Third  Brigade. 

No.  25. — Col.  Joseph  J.  Woods,  Twelfth  Iowa  Infantry. 

No.  26. — Col.  Crafts  J.  Wright,  Thirteenth  Missouri  Infantry. 

No.  27. — Capt.  Henry  Richardson,  Battery  D,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery. 

No.  28. — Cax3t.  F.  Welker,  Battery  H,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery. 

No.  29. — Capt.  George  H.  Stone,  Battery  K,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery. 

No.  30. — Col.  James  C.  Veatch,  Twenty -fifth  Indiana  Infantry,  Fourth  Brigade. 

No.  31. — Col.  James  M.  Tuttle,  Second  Iowa  Infantry. 

No.  32.— Lieut.  Col.  James  C.  Parrott,  Seventh  Iowa  Infantry. 

No.  33. — Col.  William  T.  Shaw,  Fourteenth  Iowa  Infantry. 

No.  34. — Col.  Morgan  L.  Smith,  Eighth  Missouri  lufantry,  commanding  Fifth  Brigade. 
No.  35.— Col.  George  F.  McGinnis,  Eleventh  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  36. — Maj.  John  McDonald,  Eighth  Missouri  Infantry. 

No.  37. — Brig.  Gen.  Lewis  Wallace,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Division. 

No.  38. — Surg.  Thomas  W.  Fry,  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  Director. 

No.  39. — Col.  Charles  Cruft,  Thirty-first  Indiana  lufantry,  commanding  First  Brigade. 
No.  40. — Maj.  Frederick  Arn,  Thirty-firsr  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  41. — Col.  Hugh  B.  Reed,  Forty-fourth  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  42. — Col.  JohnH.  McHenry,  jr..  Seventeenth  Kentucky  lufantry. 

No.  43. — Col.  J.  M.  Shackelford,  Twenty-fifth  Kentucky  lufantry. 

No.  44. — Col.  John  M.  Thayer,  First  Nebraska  Infantry,  commanding  Third  Brigade. 
No.  45. — Message  from  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States. 

No.  46. — Gen.  A.  Sidney  Johnston,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Western  Dex)artment, 
and  resulting  correspondence.  ^ 

No.  47. — Lieut.  Col.  Jeremy  F.  Gilmer,  C.  S.  Army,  Chief  Engineer  Western  Dei)art- 
ment. 

No.  48. — Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  division,  &c. 

No.  49. — Col.  Gabriel  C.  Wharton,  Fifty-first  Virginia  lufantry,  commanding  First 
Brigade. 

No.  50. — Col.  John  McCansland,  Thirty-sixth  Virginia  Infantry,  commanding  Second 
Brigade. 

No.  51. — Brig.  Gen.  Gideon  J.  Pillow,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  divison,  &c.,  with 
resulting  correspondence. 

No.  52. — Brig.  General  Simon  B.  Buckner,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  division,  &c. 

No.  53. — Col.  William  E.  Baldwin,  Fourteenth  Mississippi  Infantry,  commanding 
Second  Brigade. 

No.  54. — Col.  Roger  W.  Planson,  Second  Kentucky  Infantry  (Confederate). 

No.  55. — Maj.  W.  L.  Doss,  Fourteenth  Mississippi  Infantry. 

No.  56. — Col.  John  M.  Lillard,  Twenty-sixth  Tennessee  Infantry. 

No.  57. — Col.  Robert  Farquharson,  Forty-first  Tennessee  Infantry. 

No.  58. — Col.  John  C.  Brown,  Third  Tennessee  lufantry,  commanding  Third  Brigade. 
No.  59. — Maj.  Nat.  F.  Cheairs,  Third  Tennessee  Infantry. 

No.  60. — Col.  Joseph  B.  Palmer,  Eighteenth  Tennessee  Infantry. 

No.  61. — Col.  Edward  C.  Cook,  Thirty-second  Tennessee  Infantry. 

No.  62. — Brig.  Gen.  Bushrod  R.  Johnson,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  division,  &c. 

No.  63. — Col.  A.  Heiman,  Tenth  Tennessee  lufantry,  commanding  brigade. 

No.  64. — Lieut.  T.  McGinnis,  Acting  Adjutant  Forty-second  Tennessee  Infantry. 

No.  65. — Lieut.  R.  B.  Ryan,  Aide-dc-Camp,  of  ox)erations  of  Davidson’s  brigade. 

No.  63. — Col.  John  M.  Simouton,  First  Mississippi  Infantry,  commanding  brigade. 

No.  67. — Lieut.  Col.  H.  B.  Lyon,  Eighth  Kentucky  Infantry,  (Confederate). 

No.  68. — Col.  John  Gregg,  Seventh  Texas  Infantry. 

No.  69. — Col.  John  W.  Head,  Thirtieth  Tennessee  Infantry,  commanding  brigade. 

No.  70. — Maj.  William  N.  Brown,  Twentieth  Mississippi  Infantry. 

No.  71. — Col.  Nathan  B.  Forrest,  Tennessee  Cavalry. 

No.  72. — Col.  Milton  A.  Haynes,  C.  S.  Army,  Chief  of  Tennessee  Corps  of  Artillery. 
No.  73. — Col.  J.  E.  Bailey,  Forty-ninth  Tennessee  Infantry,  of  the  water  batteries,  &c. 
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No.  74.— Capt.  Jacob  Culbertson,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  batteries. 

No.  75. — Capt.  B.  G.  Bidwell,  Tbirtietb  Tennessee  Infantry,  commanding  battery. 

No.  76. — Capt.  T.  W.  Beaumont,  Fiftieth  Tennessee  Infantry,  commanding  battery. 

No.  77. — Capt.  R.  R.  Ross,  Maury  (Tennessee)  Artillery. 

No.  78. — Extracts  from  the  report  of  the  Si3ecial  Committee  of  the  Confederate  House 
of  Representatives. 

m.  1. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  If.  S.  Grant.,  U.  8.  Army.,  commanding  army  in 

the  field. 

Fort  Donelson,  February  IG,  18G2. 

General  : I am  pleased  to  announce  to  yon  the  unconditional  sur- 
render this  morning  of  Fort  Donelson,  with  12,000  to  15,000  prisoners, 
at  least  forty  pieces  of  artillery,  and  a large  amount  of  stores,  horses, 
mules,  and  other  public  property. 

I left  Fort  Henry  on  the  12th  instant  with  a force  of  about  15,000 
men,  divided  into  two  divisions,  under  the  command  of  Generals  Mc- 
Clernand  and  Smith.  Six  regiments  were  sent  around  by  water  the 
day  before,  convoyed  by  a gunboat,  or  rather  started  one  day  later  than 
one  of  the  gunboats,  and  with  instructions  not  to  pass  it.  The  troops 
made  the  march  in  good  order,  the  head  of  the  column  arriving  within 
2 miles  of  the  fort  at  12  o’clock  m.  At  this  point  the  enemy’s  pickets 
were  met  and  driven  in.  The  fortifications  of  the  enemy  were  from  this 
point  gradually  approached  and  surrounded,  with  occasional  skirmish- 
ing on  the  line.  The  following  day,  owing  to  the  non-arrival  of  the  gun- 
boats and  re-enforcements  sent  by  water,  no  attack  was  made,  but  the 
investment  wns  extended  on  the  flanks  of  the  enemy  and  drawn  closer 
to  his  works,  with  skirmishing  all  day. 

The  evening  of  the  13th  the  gunboats  and  re-enforcements  arrived. 
On  the  14th  a gallant  attack  was  made  by  Flag-Officer  Foote  upon  the 
enemy’s  works  with  the  fleet.  The  engagement  lasted  probably  an  hour 
and  a half,  and  bid  fair  to  result  favorably  to  the  cause  of  the  Union, 
wffieu  two  unlucky  shots  disabled  two  of  the  armored  boats  so  that  they 
were  carried  back  by  the  current.  The  remaining  two  were  very  much 
disabled,  also  having  received  a number  of  heavy  shots  about  the  pilot- 
houses and  other  parts  of  the  vessels.  After  these  mishajis  I concluded 
to  make  the  investment  of  Fort  Donelson  as  perfect  as  possible,  and  i)ar- 
tially  fortify  and  await  repairs  to  the  gunboats.  This  plan  was  frus- 
trated, however,  by  the  enemy  making  a most  vigorous  attack  upon  our 
right  wing,  commanded  by  General  J.  A.  McOlernand,  with  a portion  of 
the  force  under  General  L.  Wallace.  The  enemy  were  repelled  after  a 
closely-contested  battle  of  several  hours,  in  which  our  loss  was  heavy. 
The  officers,  and  particularly  field  officers,  suflered  out  of  i)roi)ortion. 
I have  not  the  means  yet  of  determining  our  loss  even  ai)proximately, 
but  it  cannot  fall  far  short  of  1,200  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.*  Of 
the  latter  I understand  through  General  Buckner  about  250  were  taken 
prisoners.  I shall  retain  enough  of  the  enemy  to  exchange  for  them, 
as  they  were  immediately  shipped  off*  and  not  left  for  recapture. 

About  the  close  of  this  action  the  ammunition  in  cartridge-boxes 
gave  out,  wdiich,  with  the  loss  of  many  of  the  field  officers,  produced 
great  confusion  in  the  ranks,  and,  seeing  that  the  enemy  did  not  take 
advantage  of  it,  convinced  me  that  equal  confusion  and  possibly  greater 
demoralization  existed  with  him.  Taking  advantage  of  this  fact,  I 
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ordered  a charge  upon  the  left  (enemy^s  right)  with  the  division  under 
General  0.  F.  Smith,  which  was  most  brilliantly  executed,  and  gave  to 
our  arms  full  assurance  of  victory.  The  battle  lasted  until  dark,  giving 
us  possession  of  part  of  the  intrenchments.  An  attack  was  ordered 
from  the  other  flank  after  the  charge  by  General  Smith  was  commenced 
by  the  divisions  under  Generals  McClernand  and  Wallace,  which,  not- 
withstanding the  hours  of  exposure  to  a heavy  fire  in  the  forepart  of 
the  day,  was  gallantly  made,  and  the  enemy  further  repulsed.  At  the 
points  thus  gained,  night  having  come  on,  all  the  troops  encamped  for 
the  night,  feeling  that  a complete  victory  would  crown  their  labors  at 
an  early  hour  in  the  morning. 

This  morning  at  a very  early  hour  a note  was  received  from  General 
S.  B.  Buckner,  under  a flag  of  truce,  iiroposing  an  armistice,  &c.  A 
' copy  of  the  correspondence  which  ensued  is  herewith  accompanying. 

I cannot  mention  individuals  who  specially  distinguished  themselves, 
but  leave  that  to  division  and  brigade  commanders,  whose  reports  will 
be  forwarded  as  soon  as  received.  To  division  commanders,  however. 
Generals  McClernand,  Smith,  and  Wallace,  I must  do  the  justice  to  say 
that  each  of  them  were  with  their  commands  in  the  midst  of  danger, 
and  were  always  ready  to  execute  all  orders,  no  matter  what  the  expos- 
ure to  themselves.  At  the  hour  the  attack  was  made  on  General  Mc- 
ClernaiKks  command  I was  absent,  having  received  a note  from  Flag- 
Officer  Foote  requesting  me  to  go  and  see  him,  he  being  unable  to  call, 
in  consequence  of  a wound  received  the  day  before. 

My  personal  stafl/Col.  J.  D.  Webster,  chief  of  staff;  Col.  J.  Eiggin, 
jr.,  volunteer  aide;  Capt.  J.  A.  Eawlins,  assistant  adjutant-general; 
Capts.  C.  B.  Lagow  and  W.  S.  Hillyer,  aides,  and  Lieut.  Col.  J.  B.  Mc- 
Pherson, chief  engineer,  all  are  deserving  of  personal  mention  for  their 
gallantry  and  service. 

For  full  details  see  reports  of  engineers,  medical  directors,  and  com- 
manders of  brigades  and  divisions,  to  follow. 

I am,  general,  very  resx)ectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

IJ.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier-  General. 


General  G.  W.  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Department  of  the  Missouri. 


[Inclosure  Xo.  1.] 

Headquarters, 

Fort  Donelson,  February  16,  1862. 

Sir  : In  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances  governing  the  present 
situation  of  affairs  at  this  station  I propose  to  the  commanding  officers  | 
of  the  Federal  forces  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  agree  upon  | 
terms  of  capitulation  of  the  forces  and  post  under  my  command,  and  I 
in  that  view  suggest  an  armistice  until  12  o’clock  to-day.  j 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  BUCKNEE, 
Brigadier-General,  C.  S.  Army. 

Brig.  Gen.  IJ.  S.  Grant,  i 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces  near  Fort  Donelson. 

[Inclosure  Xo.  2.]  ^ 

Headquarters, 

Fort  Donelson,  February  16,  1862. 

Major  Cosby  will  take  or  send  by  an  officer  to  the  nearest  picket  of 
the  enemy  the  accompanying  communication  to  General  Grant,  and  re-  | 
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quest  information  of  the  point  where  future  communications  will  reach 
him.  Also  inform  him  that  my  headquarters  will  be  for  the  present  in 
Dover. 

' S.  B.  BUCKNER, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Have  the  white  flag  hoisted  on  Fort  Donelson,  not  on  the  batteries. 

S.  B.  BUCKNER, 

Brigadier- General. 

[Inclosure  Ho.  3.] 

Headquarters  Army  in  the  Field, 

Camp  near  Fort  Donelson^  February  16,  1862. 

Sir:  Yours  of  this  date,  proposing  armistice  and  appointment  of 
commissioners  to  settle  terms  of  capitulation,  is  just  received.  No  terms 
except  unconditional  and  immediate  surrender  can  be  accepted.  I pro- 
pose to  move  immediately  upon  your  works. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 

General  S.  B.  Buckner, 

Confederate  Army. 

[Inclosure  No.  4.] 

Headquarters, 

Dover ^ Tenn.,  February  16,  1862. 

Sib  : The  distribution  of  the  forces  under  my  command  incident  to  an 
unexpected  change  of  commanders  and  the  overwhelming  force  under 
your  command  compel  me,  notwithstanding  the  brilliant  success  of  the 
Confederate  arms  yesterday,  to  accept  the  ungenerous  and  unchivalrous 
terms  which  you  propose. 

I am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  BUCKNER, 
Brigadier- General,  G.  8.  Army, 

Brig,  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  U.  S.  A. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  B.  McFherson,  U.  8.  Army,  Chief  Engineer, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  25, 1862. 

StR:  I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  operations 
relating  to  the  capture  of  Fort  Donelson : 

From  the  capture  of  Fort  Henry,  on  the  6th  instant,  until  the  12th,  the 
time  was  chiefly  occupied  in  making  reconnaissances  up  the  Tennessee 
River  to  a short  distance  above  Danville  and  of  the  roads  leading  to 
Fort  Donelson,  getting  our  forces  in  condition  to  march  against  the 
latter  place  and  awaiting  the  co-operation  of  the  gunboats.  The  recon- 
naissance toward  Fort  Donelson  made  known  the  fact  that  there  were 
two  very  good  roads  connecting  the  two  forts,  one  the  direct  road,  dis- 
tance about  12  miles,  and  the  other  bearing  off  to  the  southeast  for  some 
distance,  soon  after  leaving  Fort  Henry,  and  then  continuing  essentially 
parallel  to  the  former,  distance  about  14  miles.  The  heaviest  part  of  the 
whole  route  was  from  the  Tennessee  River  at  Fort  Henry  back  2 miles 
11  R R — VOL  VII 
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to  the  high  ground.  To  overcome  this  and  have  the  forces  in  good  con- 
dition to  march  against  Fort  Donelson  the  artillery  and  a great  portion 
of  the  infantry  were  moved  back  to  the  high  ground  on  the  11th  instant. 

The  country  between  the  two  forts  is  very  rolling,  thickly  covered 
with  timber,  and  sparsely  populated ; the  soil,  as  a general  thing,  being 
poor.  The  roads  had  not  been  obstructed  in  any  manner  by  the  rebels, 
from  the  fact  that  after  the  fall  of  Fort  Henry  our  cavalry  scoured  the 
country  so  continually  and  effectively  that  they  did  not  venture  to  send 
out  men  for  the  purpose. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  at  an  early  hour,  the  troops  were  put  in 
motion  in  two  divisions,  one  taking  the  left-hand  road  and  the  other  the 
right,  the  two  divisions  coming  together  about  miles  from  Fort  Don- 
elson. From  this  point  our  forces  moved  forward  in  line  of  battle, 
cautiously  examtuing  the  ground  in  advance  and  on  the  flanks,  which 
was  very  hilly  and  densely  wooded,  until  we  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy^s 
works.  These  were  reconn oitered  as  thoroughly  as  possible  under  the 
circumstances,  and  our  forces  assigned  to  their  respective  positions. 
General  McClernand^s  division  on  the  right  and  General  0.  F.  Smithes 
division  on  the  left.  Some  slight  skirmishing  ensued  and  a few  prison- 
ers were  taken,  who  informed  us  that  the  rebel  forces  consisted  of  from 
20,000  to  25,000  men,  commanded  by  Generals  Floyd,  Pillow,  Buckner, 
and  Johnson. 

Our  forces  sent  around  by  water,  preceded  by  the  gunboat  Oarondelet, 
not  having  arrived,  a messenger  was  dispatched  to  Fort  Henry  for  Gen- 
eral Wallace  to  bring  over  a portion  of  his  division,  which  was  promptly 
done,  and  it  was  assigned  a position  in  the  center.  Wednesday  night 
the  gunboat  Oarondelet  arrived,  and  on  Thursday  moved  up  and  bom- 
barded the  enemy,  doing  considerable  damage  and  silenciug  one  of  his 
32-pounder  guns.  Our  lines  were  at  the  same  time  drawn  closer,  and 
our  batteries  placed  in  position  where  they  could  play  upon  the  enemy 
to  the  best  effect,  though  great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  flnding 
good  positions,  on  account  of  the  heavy  timber,  which  prevented  us 
from  getting  an  uninterrupted  view.  There  was  a good  deal  of  cannon- 
ading and  skirmishing  the  whole  day,  and  a most  gaUant  charge  was 
made  upon  the  rebel  intrenchments  at  “ I by  a portion  of  General  McOler- 
nand^s  division,  which  promised  to  be  successful,  when  the  colonel  com- 
manding fell,  severely  wounded,  while  bravely  leading  his  men  forward  j 
which,  with  other  casualties,  forced  our  troops  to  retire. 

After  the  arrival  of  General  Wallace’s  division  General  McGlernaud 
extended  his  still  farther  to  the  right,  the  object  being,  if  possible,  to 
get  some  of  our  guns  to  bear  upon  the  river  above  the  town  of  Dover, 
but  the  advance  in  that  direction  had  to  be  made  with  the  utmost  cau- 
tion, as  the  ground  was  very  much  broken,  without  roads,  and  covered 
with  an  almost  impenetrable  growth  of  small  oak.  Our  reconnaissance 
had  developed  the  fact  that  the  rebels  were  strongly  posted  on  a range 
of  hills  varying  from  50  to  80  feet  in  height,  with  batteries  placed  on  the  | 
commanding  points,  their  lines  extending  back  from  the  river  some  j 
miles,  in  advance  of  which  they  had  felled  immense  quantities  of  timber,  I 
chopping  down  the  smaller  trees  about  breast-high,  and  leaving  theni  j| 
attached  to  the  stumps,  thus  making  a rude  sort  of  an  abatis,  but  at  I 
the  same  time  a most  difficult  obstacle  to  get  over,  while  on  the  north 
and  west  they  were  protected  from  attack  by  a creek,  which,  owing  to  ; 
the  backwater  from  the  Cumberland  Eiver,  was  impassable  except  on  I 
bridges  or  rafts.  This,  although  to  their  advantage  in  one  sense,  was  j 
also  very  much  to  ours.  It  enabled  us  to  move  our  troops  and  supplies  I 
up  from  the  landing  place  with  perfect  security,  prevented  the  enemy  I 
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from  escaping  in  that  direction,  and  only  required  our  lines  to  be  about 
half  as  long  as  they  otherwise  would  have  been  in  order  to  invest  the 
works. 

Thursday  it  was  decided  best  to  send  a detachment  from  Fort  Henry 
up  to  the  railroad  bridge  at  Danville  and  destroy  one  span,  which  was 
done,  for  we  were  apprehensive,  as  all  the  gunboats  were  required  in 
the  Cumberland  Eiver,  that  the  enemy  might  repair  the  trestle  work 
which  had  been  destroyed,  and  send  over  re-enforcements  to  Donelson, 
or  make  a diversion  by  trying  to  recapture  Fort  Henry. 

Thursday  evening  the  gunboats  and  re-enforcements  sent  by  water 
arrived,  and  it  was  arranged  that  the  gunboats  should  move  up  about 
2 o^clock  Friday  afternoon,  silence  the  water  batteries,  take  a position 
opposite  and  near  the  town  of  Dover,  and  shell  the  rebels  out  of  their 
intrenchments  near  the  river,  we  at  the  same  time  sweeping  around 
with  our  right  and  taking  possession  of  a portion  of  their  works,  cutting 
them  off  from  the  greater  part  of  their  supplies,  and  driving  them  back 
upon  our  center  and  left,  which  were  strongly  posted  to  prevent  their 
escape.  This  movement,  however,  was  destined  not  to  be  carried  into 
effect,  on  account  of  the  failure  of  the  gunboats  to  silence  the  water 
batteries,  and  their  being  compelled  to  withdraw  after  a bombardment 
of  a couple  of  hours,  having  experienced  considerable  damage.  After 
this  failure,  and  on  consultation  with  Flag-Officer  Foote,  it  was  thought 
probable  that  it  might  be  necessary  to  partially  intrench  our  position 
and  await  re- enforcements  which  were  coming,  and  repairs  to  some  oi 
the  gunboats,  and  orders  were  about  being  given  to  have  all  the  in- 
trenching tools  brought  up  from  the  boats  Saturday  morning,  when  the 
enemy,  evidently  not  liking  the  gradual  contracting  of  our  lines,  con- 
centrated the  greater  part  of  his  force  against  our  right,  and  made  a 
most  desperate  attempt  to  cut  his  way  out  and  effect  his  escape,  in  which 
he  was  frustrated  by  the  determined  bravery  of  General  McOlernand^s 
division,  which,  though  forced  to  fall  back  after  several  hours  of  the 
most  severe  fighting,  did  it,  contesting  every  foot  of  ground,  and  the 
opportune  arrival  of  a portion  of  General  Wallace’s  division,  which  had 
been  sent  to  General  McOlernand’s  aid,  and  which  succeeded  in  check- 
ing the  advance  of  the  enemy,  and  finally  forcing  him  to  fall  back. 
Word  was  now  sent  to  General  C.  F.  Smith  to  carry  the  works  on  the 
enemy’s  right  by  assault,  which  was  most  gallantly  executed  by  a por- 
tion of  his  division  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  our  flag  soon  waved 
triumphantly  from  the  rebel  intrenchments.  This  news  was  borne  along 
our  lines,  cheering  and  stimulating  the  men. 

Our  right  was  now  re-enforced  and  ordered  to  advance  and  recover 
the  ground  which  had  been  lost  in  the  morning.  hTobly  was  the  task 
executed.  ^Tot  only  was  the  lost  ground  more  than  regained,  but  the 
battery  taken  from  us  in  the  forenoon  was  recaptured.  While  the  con- 
test was  still  at  its  height  on  our  left  General  Smith’s  aide  came  gallop- 
ing down  in  great  haste,  stating  that  the  general  wanted  some  more 
pieces  of  artillery.  I immediately  ordered  the  captain  of  a battery  to 
take  two  10-pounder  Parrott  guns  and  report  to  the  general  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  then  went  to  join  him  myself,  sending  word  to  you  that  I 
had  done  so,  for  I thought  I could  be  of  more  service  there  than  any- 
where else  at  that  particular  crisis. 

Having  carried  the  advance  works  on  the  enemy’s  right  and  effected 
a lodgment  in  his  intrenchments,  we  had  secured  a key  to  his  position. 
We  had  obtained  a point  having  about  as  great  an  elevation  as  any  por- 
tion of  his  works,  and  where  we  could  plant  our  artillery  to  silence  his 
and  enfilade  a portion  of  his  defenses,  at  the  same  time  making  use  of 
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his  rifle  pits  to  cover  oar  men.  Our  artillery  was  brought  up  and  placed 
in  position  Saturday  evening,  and  a portion  of  our  forces  bivouacked  in 
the  rebel  intrenchments  Saturday  night,  with  their  supports  within  con- 
venient distance,  i^repared  to  make  an  assault  on  their  next  line  at  an 
early  hour  Sunday  morning,  everything  having  been  arranged  for  a com- 
bined attack  along  their  whole  defenses,  when,  shortly  after  daylight, 
General  Buckner,  who  was  left  in  command  (Generals  Pillow  and  Floyd 
with  a part  of  their  forces  having  made  their  escape  during  the  night), 
sent  a letter,  under  cover  of  a flag  of  truce,  proposing  terms  of  capitu- 
lation, which  resulted  in  the  immediate  surrender  of  the  works  and 
forces  under  his  command. 

The  map  accompanying  this  report*  will  show  the  character  and 
strength  of  the  enemy’s  works,  the  details  of  their  construction,  and 
the  good  judgment  displayed  in  selecting  this  point  fora  defensive  posi- 
tion. The  water  batteries,  of  which  there  are  two,  were  well  constructed, 
the  principal  one  having  nine  guns — one  10-inch  columbiad  and  eight 
32-pounders.  The  exterior  crest  is  essentially  a straight  line,  nearly  at 
right  angles  to  the  river,  and  the  interior  crest  a sort  of  cremailUre 
line,  made  necessary  on  account  of  one  end  of  the  battery  being  much 
more  elevated  than  the  other,  the  guns  occupying  different  elevations, 
with  a traverse  between  each  gun  to  protect  them  from  enfilade  fire. 
The  other  battery  was  a small  semicircular  one  in  plan,  mounting  a 6J- 
inch  rifled  gun,  the  exterior  form  and  dimensions  being  the  same  as  the 
10-inch  columbiad  and  two  32-i)ounder  carronades.  The  guns  were  all 
in  embrasures  arranged  with  sand  bags.  These  batteries  had  an  eleva- 
tion of  some  32  feet  above  the  water  in  the  river  at  the  time  of  the  attack, 
which  gave  them  a fine  comniand,  and  was  no  doubt  the  chief  reason 
why  they  resisted  so  successfully  the  gunboat  attack. 

Sketch  A will  give  an  idea  of  the  country  between  Forts  Henry  and 
Donelson  and  the  general  direction  of  the  roads  connecting  the  two 
places.* 

I cannot  close  this  report  without  speaking  particularly  of  Lieuten- 
ants Jenney  and  Kossak,  my  assistant  engineers,  who  rendered  good 
service  in  reconnoitering,  superintending  the  repairs  of  roads,  making 
sketches,  &c. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

JAS.  B.  MCPHERSON, 

Lieutenant-Colonel^  Aide-de-Gamp,  and  Chief  Engineer, 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Forces  Department  Western  Tennessee, 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Col,  J.  D,  Webster ^ JJ,  8,  Army,,  Chief  of  8taff, 

Headquarters  District  West  Tennessee, 

Fort  Donelson,,  February  22,  1862. 

General:  The  preparations  made  by  the  enemy  for  the  defense  of 
this  position  were  very  extensive.  A complete  and  accurate  survey  of 
the  works  and  vicinity  would  require  more  means  and  time  than  can 
now  be  commanded.  The  sketch  * herewith  submitted,  carefully  made 
by  Lieutenants  Jenney  and  Kossak,  volunteer  engineers,  gives  a correct 
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general  idea  of  them.  The  water  batteries,  upper  and  lo\v  er,  which  were 
intended  to  subserve  the  primary  object  of  the  position — the  control  of 
the  river  navigation — were  well  located  for  the  purpose.  At  the  lower 
and  principal  one  were  mounted  nine  32-pounder  guns  and  a 10-inch 
columbiad  j afc  the  upper,  one  gun  of  the  exterior  form  and  dimensions 
of  a 10-inch  columbiad,  but  bored  as  a 32-pounder  and  rifled.  Both 
these  batteries  are  sunken,  or  excavated,  in  the  hill-side.  In  the  lower 
one  strong  traverses  were  left  between  the  guns,  to  secure  them  against 
an  enfilading  fire.  Their  elevation  above  the  water,  say  30  feet  at  the 
time  of  the  gunboat  attack,  gave  them  a fine  command  of  the  river,  and 
made  the  task  of  attacking  them  in  front  an  arduous  one.  The  range 
of  the  guns  in  arc  was,  however,  quite  limited.  The  main  fort  is  shown 
in  rear  of  these  batteries.  It  occupies  a high  ridge,  cloven  by  a deep 
gorge  opening  towards  the  south,  the  entrance  being  in  the  valley.  The 
strength  of  the  profile  of  their  work  is  shown  by  the  cross-section  on  the 
margin.  At  the  least  exposed  places  it  is  weaker,  like  the  rifle  pits  of 
the  exterior  defenses.  The  outworks  are  shown  by  the  irregular  line 
extending  from  the  enemy’s  right  at  R to  their  left  at  L,  both  these 
points  being  on  creeks  impassable  on  account  of  the  backwater  from 
the  river. 

These  defenses  consisted  in  the  main  of  what  have  come  to  be  called 
rifle  pits — shallow  ditches,  the  earth  from  which  is  thrown  to  the  front — 
afibrding  them  a shelter  from  the  fire  of  an  attack.  The  strength  of 
profile  of  this  work,  which  had  evidently  been  very  hastily  executed, 
varied  at  difterent  points.  A general  idea  of  it  is  given  by  the  cross- 
section  on  the  margin  of  the  sketch.  Along  the  front  of  this  exterior 
line  the  trees  had  been  felled,  and  the  brush  cut  and  bent  over  breast- 
high,  making  a wide  abatis,  very  difficult  to  pass  through.  The  line 
runs  along  a ridge,  cut  through  by  several  ravines  running  toward  the 
river.  The  hill  rises  by  abrupt  ascents  to  a height  of  perhaps  75  or  80 
feet.  Our  arm^^  approached  the  place  with  very  little  knowledge  of  its 
topography.  Our  first  line  of  battle  was  formed  on  the  12th  instant  in 
some  open  fields  opposite  the  enemy’s  center.  On  the  13th  we  were 
established  on  a line  of  heights  running  on  general  parallelism  with  the 
enemy’s  outworks,  and  extending  a distance  of  over  3 miles.  Yarious 
elevations  and  spurs  of  the  hills  afforded  positions  for  our  artillery, 
from  which  we  annoyed  the  enemy,  but  which  were  not  of  such  com- 
manding character  as  to  enable  us  to  achieve  decisive  results.  The 
ranges  were  long  and  the  thick  woods  prevented  clear  sight.  During 
the  next  two  days  our  line  was  gradually  extended  both  to  the  right  and 
left,  our  skirmishers  thrown  out  in  front,  keeping  up  an  active  and,  as 
we  since  learn,  an  effective  fire  upon  the  enemy’s  outworks.  On  the  13th 
a gallant  charge  was  made  against  them  at  the  point  marked  M,  and 
was  probably  only  prevented  from  being  successful  by  the  fall  of  the 
colonel  leading  it,  who  was  severely  wounded. 

Up  to  the  15th  our  operations  had  been  chiefly  those  of  investment, 
but  we  had  not  gained  a position  from  which  our  artillery  could  be 
advantageously  used  against  the  main  fort.  On  the  15th  the  enemy 
seemed  to  grow  uncomfortable  under  the  contracting  process,  came  out 
of  his  intrenchments,  and  attacked  our  right  with  great  force  and  deter- 
mination, achieving  considerable  success  in  the  forenoon.  This  active 
movement  necessitated  an  active  retaliation.  On  the  left  wing  an 
attack  was  ordered  on  the  outworks,  and  the  right  was  re-enforced  and 
ordered  to  retake  the  ground  lost  in  the  morning.  How  well  both  orders 
were  executed  need  not  here  be  stated.  On  the  right  our  former  posi- 
tion was  regained  and  passed,  and  on  the  left  a successful  assault  at  A 


166  OPERATIONS  IN  KY.,  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  S.W.  VA.  \Cuav.  xvn. 

gave  US  possession  of  a position  within  the  enemy^s  lines,  and  opened 
the  way  to  a still  better  one  at  B,  which  nightfall  alone  prevented  us 
from  occupying  with  our  rifled  artillery,  which  would  readily  have  com- 
manded the  enemy’s  works.  This  repulse  from  the  ground  so  hardly 
won  in  the  forenoon,  and  probably  still  more  our  possession  of  a van- 
tage ground  within  their  lines,  induced  the  enemy  to  capitulate  on  the 
morning  of  the  16th. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  general,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

J.  D.  WEBSTER, 

Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  Colonel^  Chief  of  Staff, 

Commanding  Bistrict. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  A,  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  engagement  February  14. 

Flag-ship  St.  Louis, 

Near  Fort  Donelson,  Cumberland  River,  February  15,  1862. 

Sir:  1 have  the  honor  to  report  that,  as  you  regarded  the  movement 
as  a military  necessity,  although  not  in  my  judgment  properly  prepared, 
I made  an  attack  on  Fort  Donelson  yesterday,  the  14th  instant,  at  3 
o’clock  p.  m.,  with  four  iron  clad  and  two  wooden  gunboats,  the  St. 
Louis,  Carondelet,  Louisville,  and  Pittsburg,  with  the  Tyler  and  Con- 
estoga, and  after  a severe  fight  of  an  hour  and  a half,  being  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  action  less  than  400  yards  from  the  fort,  the  wheel  of  this 
vessel,  by  a shot  through  her  pilot-house,  was  carried  away,  and  the 
tiller-ropes  of  the  Louisville  also  disabled  by  a shot,  which  rendered 
the  two  boats  wholly  unmanageable.  They  then  drifted  down  the  river, 
the  relieving  tackles  not  being  able  to  steer  or  control  them  in  the  rapid 
current.  The  two  remaining  boats,  the  Pittsburg  and  Carondelet,  were 
also  greatly  damaged  between  wind  and  water,  and  soon  followed  us,  as 
the  enemy  rapidly  renewed  the  fire  as  we  drifted  helplessly  down  the 
river.  This  vessel,  the  St.  Louis,  alone  received  59  shots,  4 between 
wind  and  water  and  one  in  the  pilot-house,  mortally  wounding  the  pilot 
and  others,  requiring  some  time  to  put  her  in  repair.  There  were  54 
killed  and  wounded  in  this  attack,  which,  notwithstanding  our  disad- 
vantages, we  have  every  reason  to  suppose  would  in  fifteen  minutes 
more,  could  the  action  have  been  continued,  have  resulted  in  the  capt- 
ure of  the  two  forts  bearing  upon  us,  as  the  enemy’s  fire  materially 
slackened  and  he  was  running  from  his  batteries  when  the  two  gun- 
boats helplessly  drifted  down  the  river  from  disabled  steering  appa- 
ratus, as  the  relieving  tackles  could  not  control  the  helm  in  the  strong 
current,  when  the  fleeing  enemy  returned  to  their  guns  and  again 
boldly  reopened  fire  upon  us  from  the  river  battery,  which  we  had 
silenced. 

The  enemy  must  have  brought  over  twenty  heavy  guns  to  bear  upon 
our  boats  from  the  water  batteries  and  the  main  fort  on  the  side  of  the 
hill,  while  we  could  only  return  the  fire  with  twelve  bow  guns  from  the 
four  boats.  One  rifled  gun  aboard  the  Carondelet  burst  during  the 
action.  The  officers  and  men  in  this  hotly-contested  but  unequal  fight 
behaved  with  the  greatest  gallantry  and  determination,  all  deploring 
the  accident  rendering  two  gunboats  suddenly  helpless  in  the  narrow 
river  and  swift  current. 
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On  consultation  with  General  Grant  and  my  own  officers,  as  my  serv- 
ices here,  until  we  can  repair  damages  by  bringing  up  a competent 
force  from  Cairo  to  attack  the  fort,  are  much  less  required  than  they 
are  at  Cairo,  I shall  proceed  to  that  point  with  two  of  the  disabled 
boats,  leaving  the  two  others  here  to  protect  the  transports,  and  with 
all  dispatch  prepare  the  mortar  boats  and  Benton,  with  other  boats, 
to  make  an  effectual  attack  upon  Fort  Donelson.  I have  sent  the 
Tyler  to  the  Tennessee  Eiver  to  render  impassable  the  bridge,  so 
as  to  prevent  the  rebels  at  Columbus  re-enforcing  their  army  at  Fort 
Donelson. 

I transmit  herewith  a list  of  casualties.  * I am  informed  that  the 
rebels  were  served  by  the  best  gunners  from  Columbus. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 

Flag-Officer^  Gomdg.  U.  8.  Naval  Forces  on  the  Western  Waters, 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  West^  Saint  Louis,  Mo, 


No,  5. 

Return  of  casualties  in  the  army  commanded  by  Br  ig.  Gen.  TT,  8.  Grant,  at 
the  siege  of  Fort  Donelson^  Tennessee,  February  12-16,  1862. 

[Compiled  from  nominal  lists  of  casualties,  returns,  &c.] 

DISTRICT  OF  CAIRO.— Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant. 


Commands. 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


Captured 
or  miss- 
ing. 


Remarks 


FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  A.  McClernand. 
First  Brigade. 

Col.  Richard  J.  Oglesby. 


Sth  Ulinois 

18th  Illinois 

29th  Illinois 

30th  Illinois 

3l8t  Illinois 

Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Battery  A — 
2d  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Battery  E. 
2d  Illinois  Cavalry,  Companies  A and 
B. 

2d  IT.  S.  Cavalry,  Company  C 

4th  XJ.  S.  Cavalry,  Company  I 

Carmichael’s  Dlinois  cavalry , 

Dollins’  Illinois  cavalry 

O’Hamett’s  Illinois  cavalry 

Stewart’s  Illinois  cavalry 


Total  First  Brigade. 


183 

151 

57 

67 

111 

1 

3 


242 

228 


94 

176 


No  loss  reported. 
Do. 

Do. 

No  loss  reported. 
Do. 


9 175  26  577 


65  853 


* List  not  found,  but  Captain  Foote’s  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  shows  loss 
to  have  been  10  killed  and  44  wounded. 
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Beturn  of  casualties  in  the  army  commanded  hy  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  ^c. — Coutinued. 


Commands. 


Second  Bkigade. 

Col.  William  H.  L.  Wallace. 


11th  Illinois 

20th  Illinois 

45th  Illinois 

48th  Illinois 

Ist  Illinois  Light  Ai-tillery,  Battery  B. 
1st  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Battery  D . 
4th  Illinois  Cavalry 


Total  Second  Brigade 

Third  Brigade. 

(1)  CoL  William  E.  Morrison  (w’d). 
(2)  Col.  Leonard  F.  Ross. 


17th  Illinois. 
49th  Illinois. 


Total  Third  Brigade 

Total  First  Division 

SECOND  DIVISION. 
Brig.  Gen.  Charles  F.  Smith. 
First  Brigade. 

CoL  John  McArthur. 


Railed. 


14 


9th  Dlinois. 
12th  Dlinois . 
41st  Illinois. 


Total  First  Brigade. - 
Third  Brigade. 
CoL  John  Cook. 


7th  Illinois 

50th  Illinois 

62d  Indiana 

14th  Iowa 

13th  Missouri 

Is^Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Battery 

1st  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Battery 

D. 

1st  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Battery 

N. 


Total  Third  Brigade 

Fourth  Brigade. 
CoL  Jacob  G.  Lauman. 


25th  Indiana 

2d  Iowa 

7th  Iowa 

14th  Iowa 

Birge’s  Sharpshooters. 


Total  Fourth  Brigade. 


95 


27 


297 


Wounded. 


19 


53 


67 


52 


171 

105 

17 

28 

8 

2 


331 


97 


1, 005 


160 

61 

111 


332 


Captured 
or  miss- 
ing. 


106 


293 


19 


180 


20 


*389 

132 


42 


547 


162 


1, 552 


130 


429 


121 


91 

197 

39 

26 

4 


357 


* A number  of  the  cay)tured  or  missing  were  also  wounded. 


Remark*. 


I 
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Betum  of  casualties  in  the  army  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Granty  ^c. — Continued, 


Conunands. 


KiUed. 


Wounded. 


Captured 
or  miss- 
ing. 


Eemarks. 


Eifth  Beigadk. 

Col.  Morgan  L.  Smith. 


8tli  Missouri 
nth  Indiana . , 


27 


Total  Fifth  Brigade 

Total  Second  Division 

THIRD  DIVISIOIT. 
Brig.  Gen.  Lewis  Wallace. 
First  Brigade. 

Col.  Charles  Cruft. 


10 


138 


'797 


Slst  Indiana — 
44th  Indiana  . . . 
17th  Kentucky. 
25th  Kentucky. 


58 


Total  First  Brigade... 
Second  Brigade.* 


34 


12 


170 


46th  HUnois. 
57th  Illinois. 
58th  Illinois  . 


12 


Total  Second  Brigade... 

Third  Brigade. 
Col.  John  M.  Thayer. 


15 


let  Nebraska. 

58th  Ohio 

68th  Ohio 

76th  Ohio 


Total  Third  Brigade 

Not  brigaded. 

Ist  Dlinois  Light  Artillery,  Battery  A, 
32d  Illinois,  Company  A 


24 


Total  not  brigaded. . . . 
Total  Third  Division. 

Recapitulation. 


10 


43 


12 


219 


23 


987 


16 


233 


22 


10 


18 


First  Division... 
Second  Division 
Third  Division.. 


297 

138 

43 


1,  005 
797 
219 


1,  552 
987 


Grand  total . 


22 


478 


87 


2,021 


221 


2,832 


No  loss  reported. 


Attached  to  Third  Brigade,  under  Colonel  Thayer. 
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No.  6. 

Report  of  Brig,  Gen,  John  A,  McGlernand,  U,  8,  Army,  commanding 

First  Division, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 

Pittsburg  Landing,  April  21,  1862. 

I transmit  herewith  the  report  of  the  action  of  the  First  Division  at 
the  battle  of  Fort  Donelson.  I have  no  special  comments  to  make  on 
it,  further  than  that  the  report  is  a little  highly  colored  as  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  First  Division,  and  I failed  to  hear  the  suggestions  spoken 
of  about  the  propriety  of  attacking  the  enemy  all  around  the  lines  on 
Saturday.  No  suggestions  were  made  by  General  McOlernand  at  the 
time  spoken  of. 

17.  S.  GEANT, 

Major-General, 

Oapt.  N.  H.  McLean, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  the  Mississippi, 

[Inclosure.  I 

Headquarters  First  Division, 
District  of  West  Tennessee,  February  28,  1862. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  respectfully  to  report  the  operations  of  my  com- 
mand during  the  investment  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson. 

The  First  Division,  of  which  by  your  assignment  T had  been  placed 
in  command,  was  composed  of  the  First  Brigade,  commanded  by  Col. 
Eichard  J.  Oglesby,  and  comprising  the  Eighth  Eegiment  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers, Lieut.  Ool.  F.  L.  Ehoads;  Eighteenth,  Col.  Michael  K.  Lawler; 
Twenty-ninth,  Col.  James  S.  Eearden ; Thirtieth,  Lieut.  Ool.  Elias  S. 
Dennis;  Thirty-first,  Ool.  John  A.  Logan;  also  Schwartz^s  and  DresseFs 
batteries  of  light  artillery,  and  the  cavalry  companies  of  Capts.  Warren 
Stewart,  Eagleton  Carmichael,  James  J.  Dollins,  and  M.  James  O’Har- 
nett. 

The  Second  Brigade,  Col.  William  H.  L.  Wallace,  of  the  Eleventh 
Eegiment  Illinois  Volunteers,  commanding,  comprising  the  same  regi- 
ment, Lieut.  Ool.  Thomas  E.  G.  Eansom ; Twentieth,  Ool.  0.  0.  Marsh; 
Forty -fifth.  Col.  John  E.  Smith ; Forty-eighth,  Ool.  Isham  N.  Haynie ; 
also  the  Fourth  Eegiment  Illinois  Cavalry,  Ool.  T.  Lyle  Dickey,  and  Tay- 
loFs  and  McAllister’s  batteries. 

The  Third  Brigade,  Col.  William  E.  Morrison,  of  the  Forty-ninth  Illi- 
nois Volunteers,  temporarily  commanding,  comprising  the  Seventeenth 
Eegiment  Illinois  Volunteers,  Maj.  Francis  M.  Smith,  and  the  Forty- 
ninth,  Lieut.  Col.  Phineas  Pease. 

In  compliance  with  your  order  for  marching  upon  Fort  Donelson  on 
the  morning  of  the  12th,  I directed  in  the  afternoon  of  the  11th  instant 
the  transfer  of  the  First  Brigade  from  Fort  Henry  to  a night  bivouac 
on  the  Eidge  road  about  5 miles  in  advance.  In  like  manner  the  Sec- 
ond Brigade  was  moved  upon  the  Telegraph  road  about  miles,  and 
the  Third  Brigade  a half  mile  in  rear  of  the  First.  At  8 o’clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  12th  my  whole  command  was  in  motion,  and  before  11 
o’clock,  the  hour  of  movement  fixed  by  your  order,  it  was  within  3 miles 
of  the  enemy’s  pickets.  Arriving  rapidly  and  in  good  order  within  2 
miles  of  the  enemy’s  outer  intrenchments,  Maj.  John  J.  Mudd,  a most 
gallant  and  enterprising  officer,  in  command  of  a scouting  party,  encoun- 
tered a detachment  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  strongly  supported,  indicat- 
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ing  the  determination  to  resist  our  farther  progress.  Major  Mudd  hav- 
ing driven  back  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  held  its  support  in  check  until  the 
arrival  of  the  advanced  guard,  under  Maj.  George  A.  Bacon,  of  the 
Thirtieth  Eegiment,  which  instantly  formed  to  resist  the  threatened 
attack.  Detachments  of  the  enemy  still  hovering  upon  the  hills  in  front, 
the  First  Brigade  was  formed  in  the  open  fields,  while  the  Second  and 
Third  Brigades  as  they  arrived  were  also  formed  within  supporting  dis- 
tances. 

Eetiring  temporardy-  from  our  view  while  our  advance  in  line  was 
cautiously  continued  to  the  right,  a large  body  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry 
again  appeared,  and,  disputing  our  progress,  made  a vigorous  and  deter- 
mined attack  upon  our  grand  guard,  but  were  so  promptly  met  in  front 
that  they  fell  back  and  attempted  by  a fiank  movement  to  cut  it  ofit 
from  its  support.  This  attempt,  however,  was  completely  foiled  by  the 
timely  support  afforded  by  the  Eighth  Eegiment  and  Lieutenant  Gum- 
bart’s  battery,  which,  throwing  a shell  into  the  enemy’s  ranks,  hastened 
his  flight  towards  his  intrenchments.  This  encounter,  in  which  Major 
Bacon  displayed  admirable  skill  and  courage,  resulted  in  considerable 
loss  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  and  of  1 killed  and  4 wounded  of  the  grand 
guard. 

Coming  up  shortly  after  (about  2 o’clock  p.  m.),  you  advised  me  of 
the  approach  of  the  Second  Division,  under  command  of  General  0.  F. 
Smith,  which  you  had  directed  to  be  disposed  on  my  left,  in  front  of  the 
right  of  the  enemy’s  works,  directing  me  to  continue  my  advance  so  as 
to  cover  the  left  of  the  enemy’s  works  in  the  direction  of  the  town  of 
Dover,  lying  on  the  Cumberland  Eiver.  Preparatory  to  this  movement 
I caused  a hasty  reconnaissance  to  be  made  to  the  Indian  Creek  road, 
on  my  right,  which  I found  open  to  an  advance  by  the  enemy,  and  in 
the  mean  time  caused  the  Third  and  Second  Brigades,  in  the  same  order, 
to  ascend  the  range  of  steep  hills  which  overlook  the  center  and  right 
of  the  enemy’s  works,  and  to  form  in  order  of  battle  on  the  left  of  the 
First  Brigade.  This  disposition  brought  the  First  and  Second  Divis- 
ions within  supporting  distance,  and  inclosed  the  enemy  within  a con- 
tinually contracting  line.  The  artillery  having  been  brought  to  the 
crest  of  the  hills.  Colonel  Oglesby  advanced  his  right  upon  the  Indian 
Creek  road  towards  the  enemy’s  center,  and,  arriving  at  a point  where 
it  descends  into  the  valley  of  the  Indian  Creek,  we  came  in  full  view  of 
the  enemy’s  tents  on  the  opposite  hill.  Along  the  valley  and  upon  the 
wooded  hills  inclosing  it  the  enemy  were  observed  in  strong  force.  Col- 
onel Oglesby,  having  ordered  up  a howitzer  from  Schwartz’s  battery  to 
the  brow  of  the  hill  upon  which  a portion  of  my  line  still  rested,  a spir- 
ited fire  was  opened,  but  the  distance  proved  too  great  for  effective  serv- 
ice. To  obviate  this  deficiency.  Captain  Dresser  was  ordered  to  bring 
forward  one  of  his  James  rifled  pieces,  which,  opening  a well-directed 
fire,  drove  the  enemy  in  haste  from  his  tents  and  cleared  the  ground  in 
front  for  a further  advance,  which  was  instantly  made  by  the  grand 
guard,  led  by  Major  Bacon,  and  followed  by  the  First  Brigade. 

Having  thus  gained  a nearer  approach  to  the  enemy’s  center.  Colonel 
Oglesby  again  deployed  the  Eighth,  Twenty-ninth,  Thirtieth,  and  Tliirty- 
first  into  line  of  battle,  and  moved  forward  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  works 
a half  mile  to  the  right,  throtving  forward  the  Eighteenth  across  a hill 
in  the  same  direction.  This  movement,  which  was  boldly  and  rapidly 
executed  by  Colonel  Lawler,  brought  his  regiment  within  hearing  of 
officers  directing  the  preparation  of  a battery  designed  to  open  a fire 
upon  him  in  the  morning.  A timely  change  of  the  position  of  his  regi- 
ment avoided  this  result.  Colonel  Wallace,  moving  forward  the  Second 
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Brigade^,  formed  it  into  line  on  the  left  of  the  First.  The  Third  Brigade 
was  formed  into  line  on  the  left  of  the  Second,  and  in  this  order  my 
division  rested  for  the  night  upon  its  arms. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  the  enemy  opened  fire  from 
a battery  in  his  middle  redan,* numbered  2,  upon  the  right  of  my  line. 
Refraining  from  returning  the  fire,  in  compliance  with  your  order  to 
avoid  everything  calculated  to  bring  on  a general  engagement  until 
otherwise  directed,  it  was  continued,  with  the  aggravation  of  a fire 
from  the  enemy^s  sharpshooters,  for  an  hour  and  a half.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  this  time,  deeming  it  within  the  spirit  of  your  order,  which 
required  me,  while  acting  on  the  defensive,  to  preserve  my  line  and  hold 
my  ground,  I ordered  the  fire  to  be  returned.  For  this  purpose  DresseFs 
battery  was  brought  to  a position  near  the  left  of  the  Eighteenth,  and 
opposite  redan  l^o.  2,  and  opened  a fire  upon  it,  which  in  a few  minutes 
silenced  the  opposing  battery.  While  this  was  going  on  two  companies 
of  Colonel  Noble’s  Second  Illinois  Cavalry,  Colonel  Dickey’s  cavalry, 
and  Lieutenant  Powell,  with  two  companies  of  regular  cavalry,  made  a 
further  reconnaissance  to  the  right  and  the  enemy’s  works  at  Dover, 
and  reporting  the  fact,  my  line  was  advanced  under  partial  cover  of  a 
ridge  and  woods  in  the  same  direction  to  and  a short  distance  beyond 
the  Winn’s  Ferry  road  and  an  evacuated  cavalry  cam])  of  the  enemy. 
During  the  execution  of  this  movement  the  battery  before  referred  to 
in  redan  No.  2 reopened  fire  upon  us,  which  was  promptly  returned  by 
Schwartz’s  battery,  which  had  been  quickly  advanced  to  a position  near 
a farm  house  farther  to  the  rights  This  battery  of  the  enemy  having- 
been  thus  silenced,  another  in  the  direction  of  Dover  was  opened  upon 
my  right,  and  in  turn  this  was  soon  after  silenced  by  two  pieces  of 
Schwartz’s,  two  i)ieces  of  Taylor’s,  and  three  pieces  of  Dresser’s  batteries, 
which  had  been  rapidly  advanced  near  the  Winn’s  Ferry  road  for  that 
purpose  and  to  afford  protection  to  my  advancing  line. 

Besides  silencing  the  enemy’s  battery,  these  pieces  also  poured  a 
destructive  fire  into  a mass  of  his  infantry,  which  was  seen  still  farther 
to  the  right,  driving  them  in  confusion  to  the  shelter  of  their  breastworks. 
In  the  mean  time  the  enemy  had  opened  a fire  from  several  pieces  in 
redan  No.  2 upon  the  left  of  my  line,  and  also  from  redan  No.  1 upon  Mc- 
Allister’s battery,  still  farther  to  the  left,  on  a commanding  hill  beyond 
Indian  Creek,  where  it  had  been  left  supported  by  the  Forty-eighth. 
This  lire  was  intended  to  distract  our  attention  and  prevent  our  advance 
to  the  right.  It  was  attended  with  no  serious  effect  upon  my  left,  but 
carried  away  a wheel  of  one  of  McAllister’s  gun-carriages.  It  was  imme- 
diately silenced  by  McAllister’s  battery  and  the  portions  of  Taylor’s  and 
Dresser’s  batteries,  which  had  been  brought  back  to  a position  near  the 
farm  house  for  that  purpose. 

My  right  being  now  engaged  in  threatening  demonstrations  and 
within  short  range  of  the  enemy’s  outer  works,  and  the  enemy’s  infantry 
opposite  our  right  having  been  thrown  into  confusion,  as  already  men- 
tioned, I deemed  the  opportunity  favorable  for  storming  redan  No.  2, 
which  lay  in  front  of  the  Second  Brigade  and  in  a position  to  annoy 
our  forces  yet  advancing,  and  which  afforded  a cover  from  which  to  dash 
upon  my  line  at  an  exposed  and  comparatively  weak  point.  Accordingly 
Colonel  Morrison  was  ordered  to  advance  ^is  brigade.  Seventeenth  and 
Forty-ninth,  joined  by  the  Forty-eighth,  Colonel  Haynie,  from  the  Second 
Brigade),  to  make  the  contemplated  assault.  The  two  detachments 
having  formed  in  line  of  battle.  Colonel  Hayn?e,  a gallant  and  intelli- 
gent officer,  being  the  senior,  assumed  the  command.  Passing  down 
the  declivity  on  which  they  had  formed,  the  assailants,  preceded  bv 
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skirmishers,  moved  rapidly  up  the  steep  hill  on  the  crest  of  which  was 
the  object  of  attack.  Although  the  small  timber  had  been  felled  and 
interwoven  with  the  sharpened  points  of  brush- wood  extending  outward, 
forming  an  almost  impenetrable  abatis,  they  made  their  way  under  a 
fast-increasing  fire  from  the  enemy^s  intrenchments  to  a cleared  space 
in  front  of  them.  At  this  point  a heavy  cross-fire  of  artillery  and  small- 
arms  was  poured  upon  the  assailants,  yet  for  an  hour  they  maintained 
the  unequal  contest,  advancing  close  to  the  intrenchments,  and  firing 
with  deliberation  and  effect  whenever  an  enemy  appeared.  For  the  pur- 
pose of  strengthening  this  heroic  band  and  more  completely  covering 
the  front  of  the  enemy’s  works,  the  Forty-fifth,  Colonel  Smith,  in  accord- 
ance with  an  order  to  that  effect,  moved  forward  under  a heavy  fire, 
and,  taking  position  in  line,  the  assault  was  renewed.  At  this  critical 
moment,  if  the  enemy  had  been  diverted  by  an  attack  on  the  left  and 
also  from  the  river  by  the  gunboats,  it  is  probable  the  redan  would  have 
been  taken. 

Colonel  Morrison,  who  had  been  conspicuous  for  the  brilliant  and 
daring  manner  in  which  he  led  his  men  into  action,  having  been  seri- 
ously wounded  and  carried  from  the  field,  the  command  devolved  upon 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Pease.  Other  valuable  men  and  officers  having 
also  fallen,  killed  or  wounded,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  enemy  having 
been  re-enforced  by  an  addition  of  artillery  and  a large  body  of  infan- 
try, Colonel  Haynie  withdrew  the  attacking  force  a short  distance  under 
cover  of  the  hill,  and  reported  the  fact. 

Approving  what  had  been  done,  the  four  regiments  thus  temporarily 
united  were  brought  back  to  my  main  line  and  attached  to  the  Second 
Brigade.  Considering  the  difficulties  attending  this  attack,  the  nature 
of  the  ground,  the  large  addition  to  the  enemy’s  repelling  force,  and  the 
formidable  defenses  which  sheltered  him,  the  brave  and  steady  advance 
of  the  assailants  may  be  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
and  striking  incidents  of  the  four  days’  siege,  gloriously  terminating  in 
the  fall  of  Fort  Donelson. 

The  contest  still  continuing  between  my  right  and  the  enemy’s  left, 
near  Dover,  Schwartz’s  and  Taylor’s  batteries  were  advrinced  beyond 
the  Winn’s  Ferry  road  still  nearer  the  enemy’s  works  in  thsCt  direction, 
and  renewed  their  fire  with  telling  effect  both  upon  his  works  and  his 
infantry,  assailing  us  from  behind  them.  About  3 o’clock  p.  m.  Dresser’s 
battery  of  James  rifled  pieces  opened  fire  from  a new  position  on  the 
crest  of  the  ridge,  between  Schwartz’s  and  Taylor’s  batteries  and  the 
farm-house  before  referred  to.  This  fire  was  experimental,  and  designed 
to  show  whether  it  would  prove  effective  upon  the  fort  at  a long 
range,  which  was  distinctly  seen  through  a gorge  in  the  intervening  hills. 
The  experiment  was  attended  with  the  most  complete  success.  Percus- 
sion shells  were  distinctly  seen  exploding  within  the  fort,  dispersing  a 
considerable  body  of  men  observed  lining  the  parapet  .facing  its  river 
front,  whose  purpose  seemed  to  be  to  resist  an  apprehended  landing  of 
the  gunboats  and  also  another  body  within  the  fort  on  the  opposite 
side.  Moreover,  considerable  injury  was  inflicted  upon  the  barracks 
within  the  fort. 

Dresser’s  battery  failing  ammunition,  was  taken  back  to  await  a new 
supply^  and  McAllister’s  remaining  two  24-pounder  howitzers  were 
brought  up  next  morning  and  took  its  place.  From  what  has  been  said, 
it  appears  unmistakably  that  another  leading  feature  of  the  operations 
of  this  day  was  the  spirited  and  masterly  artillery  fight  kept  up  from 
day-dawn  until  night-faU.  Seldom  has  such  a fight  occurred  in  the  ex- 
perience of  war.  On  our  part  it  was  actively  maintained  for  the  most 
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part  with  light  artillery  in  the  face  of  protected  batteries  and  swarming 
sharpshooters,  who  fired  from  the  cover  of  breastworks  and  intervening 
trees  and  brush-wood.  Although  signally  successful  on  our  part  in 
silencing  the  enemy^s  guns  wherever  and  as  often  as  they  opened  fire, 
and  in  killing  and  wounding  by  his  own  admission  many  of  his  officers 
and  men,  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  it  cost  us  a number  of  valuable  lives, 
among  whom  was  Lieut.  Joseph  Hauger,  who  received  a mortal  wound 
while  gallantly  assisting  in  playing  tSchwartz’s  battery,  only  some  200 
yards  from  the  enemy^s  intrenchments. 

During  the  alternoon  of  the  13th  the  weather  turned  intensely  cold, 
a driving  north  wind  bringing  a storm  of  snow  and  sleet  upon  the  un- 
protected men  of  my  division.  The  night  set  in  gloomily,  and  the 
mingled  rain  and  snow  congealed  as  they  fell,  thus  painfully  adding  to 
the  discomfort  of  a destitution  of  tents  and  camp  equipage,  all  of  which 
had  been  left  behind.  The  scanty  rations  which  the  men  could  carry 
on  leaving  Fort  Henry  were  reduced  to  a small  allowance  of  hard  bread 
and  coffee,  which  were  generously  shared  with  comrades  whose  supply 
had  become  exhausted.  Being  in  point-blank  range  of  the  enemy’s  bat- 
teries and  sharpshooters,  camp  fires,  inviting  shot  and  shell,  were  not 
lighted.  The  pickets  of  the  enemy  and  those  of  my  own  division,  draw- 
ing near  together,  disputed  the  narrow  space  between  the  two  armies, 
which  rested  uneasily  upon  their  arms,  chilled  and  shivering  under  the 
infliction  of  hostile  elements.  Yet  through  the  weary  hours  of  the  long 
night  the  brave  men  of  my  command  bore  themselves  without  com- 
plaint and  even  wdth  enthusiasm.  During  the  same  night,  incited  by 
despair,  the  enemy  threw  up  new  intrenchments,  planted  new  batteries, 
comprising  all  the  field  pieces  which  had  been  in  the  fort,  and  in  every 
practicable  way  strengthened  his  defenses  along  my  right. 

The  morning  of  Friday,  the  14th,  dawned  cold  and  cheerless  upon 
men  already  severely  tried  by  hunger,  exposure,  and  long-continued 
watching  and  labor,  yet  rising  promptly  to  the  duties  of  the  day.  An- 
ticipating the  desire  of  the  enemy  to  preserve  an  avenue  of  escape  along 
the  river  above  Dover,  I dispatched  Captain  Stewart  and  Lieutenant 
Freeman,  of  my  staff',  accompanied  by  a small  detachment  of  infantry, 
for  a more  thorough  examination  of  the  ground  in  that  direction.  The 
result  of  this  reconnaissance,  together  with  others  made  by  Colonels 
Noble’s  and  Dickey’s  cavalry  and  myself,  convinced  me  that  without 
the  re-enforcements  I had  requested  it  would  be  safer  and  quite  as 
effectual,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  escape  of  the  enemy,  to  rest 
my  right  on  a creek  made  impassable  by  the  backwater  of  the  Cumber- 
land as  to  farther  extend  my  already  attenuated  line  in  the  face  of 
newly  erected  batteries  and  an  accumulated  mass  of  the  enemy’s  infan- 
try to  that  river,  and  accordingly  I ordered  a disposition  with  a view  to 
that  object. 

Col.  John  McArthur’s  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Ninth,  Twelfth,  and 
Forty-first  Eegiments  Illinois  Volunteers,  coming  up  a little  while  before 
dark,  was  moved  forward  in  compliance  with  my  order  near  to  the  right 
of  my  line,  and  disposed  in  the  order  mentioned,  in  part  as  a reserve 
supporting  the  Eighteenth,  and  the  remaining  part  so  as  to  extend  my 
line  to  a point  within  400  or  500  yards  of  the  creek.  Colonels  Noble’s 
and  Dickey’s  cavalry,  being  my  only  remaining  available  force,  were 
disposed  to  the  rear  and  still  farther  to  the  right,  so  as  to  command  this 
space.  After  the  Third  Brigade  had  taken  the  position  assigned  to  it 
a 10-pounder  Parrott  gun,  of  Major  Cavender’s  Missouri  Battalion,  was 
brought  to  the  ground,  followed  by  another  df  the  same  caliber  from 
the  same  battalion  in  the  morning.  Having  been  informed  by  you  as 
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well  as  by  the  shouts  of  the  enemy  that  the  gunboats  had  been  dis- 
abled in  their  attack  upon  the  fort  and  had  fallen  back  and  would  re- 
quire time  for  repairs,  and  that  all  aggressive  operations  on  oui'  part 
must  be  avoided,  the  day  passed  away  without  any  other  important 
incident  than  occasional  interchanges  of  shots  between  the  sharp- 
shooters and  batteries  of  the  opposing  forces.  Mght  followed,  again 
bringing  with  it  intermingled  snow  and  rain,  during  which  a fatigue 
party,  with  all  the  implements  at  my  command,  unceasingly  labored  in 
throwing  up  on  the  crest  of  the  ridge  already  referred  to,  near  the 
Winn^s  Ferry  road,  an  earthwork  for  the  protection  of  a battery  intended 
to  open  fire  in  the  morning.  Two  of  the  20-pounder  Missouri  Parrott 
guns  and  two  of  McAllistePs  24-pounder  howitzers  (the  third  one  having 
been  disabled  by  its  own  recoil)  were  placed  under  cover  of  this  earth- 
work in  the  morning.  A want  of  additional  implements  prevented  me 
from  carrying  into  effect  my  design  to  intrench  the  right  of  my  line. 

The  morning  of  the  15th  dawned  clear  and  hopeful,  and  both  officers 
and  men,  unshaken  by  another  night  of  intense  suffering,  stood  to  their 
arms,  ready  for  the  work  of  an  eventful  day.  Already  three  days  of 
skirmishing,  cannonading,  and  mutual  assaults  had  transpired.  Already 
the  enemy  had  dismantled  his  fort  of  its  field  pieces  and  planted  them 
within  range  of  my  right,  and  at  early  dawn  this  morning  he  was  dis- 
covered rapidly  moving  in  large  masses  to  my  extreme  right,  all  clearly 
indicating  the  purpose  to  open  his  way  for  escape  by  a concentrated  and 
overwhelming  attack  on  that  part  of  my  line,  or,  if  successful  beyond 
his  expectations,  turn  my  right  flank  and  attack  me  in  reverse. 

At  the  moment  of  my  attack  (6  o’clock  a.  m.)  the  forces  under  my  com- 
mand were  formed  in  line  of  battle  as  follows : Colonel  McArthur’s  bri- 
gade, consisting  of  the  Forty-first,  Twelfth,  and  Ninth,  in  the  same  order, 
with  two  10-pounder  Parrott  guns,  on  the  extreme  right  j Colonel  Ogles- 
by’s brigade,  comprising  the  Eighteenth,  Eighth,  Twenty-ninth,  Thirtieth, 
and  Thirty-first,  next  on  the  left;  the  Thirtieth,  soon  after  being  detached 
from  the  line  by  Colonel  Oglesby,  was  moved  to  the  rear  of  the  Eighth 
as  a reserve ; the  Eighth  and  Twenty-ninth,  supporting  Schwartz’s  battery 
of  four  guns,  posted  in  their  front ; Colonel  Wallace’s  brigade,  compris- 
ing the  Eleventh,  Twentieth,  Forty-eighth,  Forty-fifth,  Forty-ninth,  and 
Seventeenth,  next  on  the  left ; McAllister’s  two  24-pounder  howitzers 
and  a section  of  the  Missouri  battery  were  posted  under  cover  of  the 
earthworks  before  referred  to,  in  front  of  the  Forty -fifth  and  Forty-eighth ; 
Taylor’s  battery  of  four  6-pounder  and  two  12-pounder  howitzers  was 
posted  in  front  of  the  Seventeenth ; Dresser’s  battery  of  three  James 
rifled  6-pouuders  was  posted  on  the  extreme  left,  in  front  of  redan  No.  2 ; 
Schwartz’s  battery  of  two  6-pounder  and  two  12-pounder  howitzers  was 
posted  in  front  of  the  Twenty-ninth,  on  the  right ; three  pieces  pointing 
towards  redan  No.  3,  and  one  piece  disposed  to  protect  the  rear. 

The  Seventeenth  Kentucky,  Thirty-first  In^ana,  and  Twenty-fifth 
Kentucky,  commanded  by  Col.  Charles  Cruft,  coming  up  between  9 
and  10  o’clock  a.  m.,  was  hailed  by  members  of  my  staff  with  encourag- 
ing words,  and  formed  as  a reserve  in  the  rear  of  the  Twenty-ninth, 
Eighth,  and  Thirtieth.  The  Forty -fourth  Indiana,  Col.  H.  B.  Eeed,  fol- 
lowed about  an  hour  after,  and  formed  in  the  rear  of  the  Thirty -first. 
This  re-enforcement  was  generously  brought  forward  by  Colonel  Cruft 
upon  his  own  responsibility,  in  the  absence  of  General  Wallace,  his  divis- 
ion commander,  in  compliance  with  my  request,  borne  by  Major  Bray- 
man,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  my  division.  In  the  mean  time  the 
Eighteenth,  after  a protracted  struggle  of  alternating  advantages,  hav- 
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ing  fallen  back  for  want  of  ammunition,  was  succeeded  in  the  place  it 
had  occupied  by  the  Thirtieth. 

The  cavalry  attached  to  my  division,  consisting  of  a portion  of  Colo- 
nels -N'oble’s  and  Dickey’s  regiments  and  four  independent  companies  of 
cavalry,  respectively  commanded  by  Lieutenant  King,  Captains  Carmi- 
chael, Dollins,  and  O’Harnett,  all  of  which  had  during  the  march  and 
investment  performed  gallant  and  valuable  service,  were  posted  in  posi- 
tions favorable  for  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  if  the  fate  of  the  day  should 
justify  it. 

The  Third  Division,  commanded  by  General  L.  Wallace,  was  formed 
on  the  left  of  the  First,  and  the  Second  Division,  commanded  by  General 
C.  F.  Smith,  was  formed  opposite  the  right  of  the  enemy’s  works,  and  ex- 
tending towards  the  river  below  the  fort.  As  the  enemy  moved  rapidly 
towards  my  right  a fire  was  opened  by  McAllister’s  howitzers  and  the 
Missouri  Parrott  guns,  which  was  promptly  returned  from  different 
points  along  the  enemy’s  defenses.  Skirmishing  and  the  distant  firing  of 
sharpshooters  were  now  over,  and  large  masses  of  the  enemy,  rushing 
towards  my  right,  were  first  met  by  the  Eighteenth  and  the  Ninth  and 
immediately  after  by  the  Twelfth,  Forty-first,  and  Eighth,  before  the 
enemy  had  time  to  deploy  into  line. 

The  enemy  succeeding  with  much  difficulty  in  forming  a line  and  ob- 
taining the  desired  range  for  his  artillery,  a fierce  struggle  ensued.  In 
the  course  of  this  struggle  two  companies  of  the  Twenty-ninth,  under 
command  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  E.  Dunlap,  immediately  supporting 
Schwartz’  battery,  became  detached  and  also  hotly  engaged.  Several 
times  repulsed,  the  enemy  as  often  returned  to  renew  the  conflict  with 
augmented  numbers.  When  the  ground  had  been  strewn  with  the  dead 
and  wounded  of  both  parties,  the  Ninth,  Twelfth,  and  Forty-first 
failing  ammunition  and  unsupported  by  their  artillery,  which  had  not 
been  brought  into  action  for  want  of  opportunity,  fell  back  before  the 
pressure  of  overpowering  numbers,  and  reformed  a short  distance  in 
the  rear. 

Having  dispatched  Lieutenant  Carter,  of  the  artillery,  about  8 o’clock 
a.  m.,  to  your  headquarters  to  advise  you  that  the  battle  was  raging  and 
to  ask  for  immediate  re-enforcements,  confirmation  of  the  importance  of 
it  was  brought  by  Colonel  Oglesby,  who  reported  that  Colonel  Mc- 
Arthur’s brigade  was  falling  back,  exposing  the  Eighteenth  to  aflanking 
fire ; that  Colonel  Lawler  was  wounded,  the  batteries  closely  pressed,  his 
supply  of  ammunition  fast  failing,  and  unless  promptly  supported  the 
First  Brigade  must  give  way.  Instructing  him  to  hold  his  ground  as 
long  as  possible,  I dispatched  Lieutenant  Jones,  of  my  staff,  on  the  heels 
of  my  first  messenger,  to  urge  the  absolute  necessity  of  prompt  and 
efficient  succor.  My  messengers  brought  information  that  you  had 
been  called  by  an  exigency  to  the  gunboats  upon  the  river,  and  that 
my  appeal  would  be  communicated  upon  your  return. 

Left  uncovered,  the  Eighteenth  and  Eighth  and  Twenty-ninth  became 
the  point  of  concentrated  attack,  which  was  directed  both  against  their 
front  and  the  flank  of  the  Eighteenth.  Assailed  by  a cross-fire  from  three 
batteries,  comprising  ten  guns,  Schwartz’s  battery,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  Gumbart,  replied  with  146 rounds,  continuing  a fire  of  grape 
and  canister  quite  two  hours.  One  of  his  guns  being  disabled  by  a shot 
carrying  away  the  trail  of  its  carriage,  its  place  was  promptly  supplied 
by  the  one  in  the  rear.  At  this  stage  of  the  conflict  Lieutenant  Gum- 
bart was  wounded  and  carried  from  the  field.  In  the  mean  time  the  ex- 
posure of  the  Eighteenth  had  been  greatly  increased.  Hard  pressed  in 
front  and  upon  the  flank,  as  already  mentioned,  and  driven  to  rely  upon 


Chap,  xvn.]  CAPTURE  OF  FORT  DONELSON,  TENN.  177 

ammunition  taken  from  tbe  dead  and  'wounded  to  continue  a struijjile 
which  had  been  waged  for  three  hours  with  doubtful  success,  they  were 
at  length  forced  to  yield  to  superior  numbers,  and  in  obedience  to  orders 
fell  back  upon  anew  position,  where  they  could  be  supplied  with  ammuni- 
tion and  food.  Emulous  of  their  example,  the  Thirtieth,  under  the  chival- 
rous lead  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dennis,  hastened  forward  and  took  their 
place,  instantly  changing  their  line  obliquely  to  the  right  to  shield  their 
dank,  and,  together  with  the  Eighth  and  Twenty-ninth,  continued  the 
condict  until  all  of  them  in  turn  were  forced  in  like  manner  to  fall  back. 

During  this  engagement  Colonel  Oglesby’s  brigade  sustained  a loss 
of  83G  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  of  which  the  x>roportion  of  the 
Eighth  alone  was  242.  The  deld  wms  strewn  with  dead  and  wounded 
of  both  sides.  A short  time  before  this  I was  advised  by  Colojiel 
Oglesby  of  a iiainful  casualty.  The  Twenty-dfth  Kentucky,  in  execut- 
ing his  order  to  die  past  the  Eighth  into  position,  through  mistake  fired 
into  a portion  of  that  regiment  and  into  the  Twenty-ninth  and  Schwartz’s 
battery,  causing  some  disorder. 

Schwartz’s  battery  being  left  unsupported  by  the  retirement  of  the 
Twenty -ninth,  the  Thirty-drst  boldly  rushed  to  its  defense,  and  at  the 
same  moment  received  a combined  attack  of  the  forces  on  the  right  and 
of  others  in  front,  supposed  to  be  led  by  General  Buckner.  The  dan- 
ger was  imminent,  and  called  for  a change  of  disposition  adapted  to 
meet  it,  which  Colonel  Logan  made  by  forming  the  right  wing  of  his 
battalion  at  an  angle  with  the  left.  In  this  order  he  supported  the  bat- 
tery, which  continued  to  play  upon  the  enemy  and  held  him  in  check 
until  his  regiment’s  supply  of  ammunition  was  entirely  exhausted. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  H.  White,  one  of  the  bravest  of  the  brave,  and  Capt. 
James  H.  Williamson,  a veteran  oiiicer,  both  of  whom  had  gained  envi- 
able distinction  in  the  battle  of  Belmont,  fell  in  this  obstinate  and  bloody 
conflict.  Many  others  were  also  killed  and  wounded,  including  Colonel 
Logan  himself  and  Lieut.  Charles  H.  Capehart,  his  adjutant,  among  the 
latter. 

The  Thirty-first  being  left  without  the  means  of  longer  attack  or 
defense,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eansom  with  generous  courage  brought  up 
the  Eleventh,  and,  taking  their  place,  engaged  the  enemy,  while  the 
Twentieth,  Forty -fifth.  Forty-eighth,  Forty-ninth,  and  Seventeenth,  in 
obedience  to  the  order  of  Colonel  Wallace,  were  advanced  and  brought 
into  action.  Assailed  both  in  front  and  upon  the  flank  with  increased 
fury  and  threatened  by  the  enemy’s  cavalry  hovering  in  the  rear  of  the 
right,  their  i)eril  became  extreme.  Accordingly,  I sent  Major  Brayman, 
my  assistant  adjutant-general,  to  General  L.  Wallace,  in  your  absence,  a 
first  and  second  time,  advising  him  of  the  state  of  affairs,  and  request- 
ing him  to  re-enforce  me  with  fresh  troops.  Appreciating  the  exigency, 
he  expressed  his  ’^Tllingness  to  do  so,  but  declined,  urging  the  prohi- 
bition of  your  order  requiring  him  to  hold  his  position  until  otherwise 
instructed.  Failing  in  this  effort,  1 hastened  Capt.  G.  P.  Edgar  to  Gen- 
eral Smith  with  the  same  information,  who  responded  substantially  in 
like  manner. 

In  the  mean  time,  having  been  advised  by  Colonel  Wallace  of  the  loss 
of  many  of  his  men  and  the  increased  exposure  and  danger  of  his  situ- 
ation, 1 instructed  hjm  to  rely  upon  himself  and  maintain  his  position 
at  all  hazards  until  my  request  for  re-enforcements  had  been  answered. 
He  gallantly  did  so,  rejudsing  and  driving  back  the  enemy  iu  front  to 
their  intrenchments.  In  accomplishing  this  result  the  artillery  bore  a 
conspicuous  part.  McAllister’s,  Taylor’s,  Dresser’s,  and  Schwartz’s  bat- 
12  R K — YOL  YII 


178  OPERATIONS  IN  KY.,  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  S.  W.  VA.  [Chap.  XVil. 

teries,  and  a section  of  a battery  of  Major  Cavender’s  Missouri  battal- 
ion, poured  a destructive  fire  upon  the  enemy’s  line,  while  the  infantry, 
and  the  Twentieth  conspicuous  among  others,  boldly  led  by  Colonel 
Marsh,  charged  and  pursued.  At  one  time  McAllister’s  battery,  while 
exposed  to  a cross-fire  of  artillery,  was  so  closely  pressed  by  the  enemy’s 
infantry  as  to  compel  his  gunners  to  fall  back.  At  this  critical  juncture 
Colonel  Smith,  of  the  Forty-fifth,  rushed  forward  with  a detachment  of 
his  men,  and  driving  them  back,  rescued  it.  The  carnage  in  this  part 
of  the  field  was  also  very  great,  xiarticularly  in  the  Eleventh,  whose  loss 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  was  328;  while  the  aggregate  of  the 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing  of  the  brigade  amounted  to  534,  including 
Lieut.  Col.  William  Erwin,  of  the  Twentieth,  and  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  H. 
Smith,  of  the  Forty-eighth,  who  fell  gallantly  leading  their  men  to  the 
charge.  Lieut.  Col.  Jasper  A.  Maltby,  of  the  Forty-fifth,  a brave  and 
efficient  officer,  was  also  wounded  in  this  engagement. 

It  was  now  11  o’clock,  and  up  to  this  and  a still  later  hour  a gun  had 
not  been  fired  either  from  the  gunboats  or  from  any  portion  of  our  line, 
except  that  formed  by  the  forces  under  my  command.  Availing  him- 
self of  so  favorable  an  opportunity,  the  enemy  directed  the  combined 
attack  of  nearly  all  his  forces  against  it;  yet  even  under  these  untoward 
circumstances  the  battle  was  won  by  the  Second  Brigade  as  against  the 
enemy  in  their  front.  Unfortunately,  however,  this  partial  victory 
proved  fruitless.  In  the  mean  time  the  enem}"  on  the  right,  having 
turned  the  flank  of  the  Second  Brigade,  whose  ammunition  was  nearly 
exhausted,  advanced  both  his  infantry  and  cavalry  to  attack  it  in  reverse. 
To  avoid  this  I ordered  Colonel  Wallace,  also  Colonel  Oglesby,  to  with- 
draw their  commands,  as  they  might  think  best,  preparatory  to  a refor- 
mation and  a resupply  of  ammunition.  In  the  main  this  Avas  done  in 
good  order;  but  the  order  to  retire  failing  to  reach  Lieutenant-Colonel 
llansom,  the  EleAmnth  still  stood  their  ground  until  by  the  weight  of 
( OA'erwffielming  numbers,  assailing  it  in  front  and  rear,  it  too  was  forced 
back.  Throughout  this  terrible  struggle  Colonel  Kausom,  although 
seriously  Avounded,  refused  to  quit  the  he'd,  adding  to  his  high  reputa- 
tion as  an  officer  by  the  Amlor  and  constancy  of  his  bearing. 

Colonel  Cruft,  commanding  the  Seventeenth  and  Twenty-fifth  Ken- 
tucky and  the  Thirty-first,  and  also,  as  I am  unofficially  informed,  the 
Forty-fourth  Indiana,  not  having  reported  to  me,  I am  unable  to  detail 
their  operations.  Of  Colonel  Cruft,  hoAveAmr,  it  is  proper  to  say  that  in 
all  our  official  relations  he  shoAved  himself  an  officer  of  courage  and  good 
conduct,  promptly  responding  to  my  appeal  for  aid,  and  entering  Avith 
spirit  and  devotion  into  the  A\mrk  before  him  ; and  of  all  others,  A\ffiether 
officers  or  pri\mtes,  I Avould  be  proud  to  speak  in  appropriate  praise  if 
the  means  necessary  to  enable  me  to  do  so  had  been  placed  in  my  ];)os- 
session. 

My  whole  command  falling  back  some  400  yards  from  the  left  of  their 
position  in  the  morning,  the  Second  Brigade  Avas  reformed  in  line  of 
battle  uimn  the  ground  that  I had  imeviously  selected,  at  right  angles 
with  their  first  lines.  To  meet  the  contingency  of  the  enemy’s  approach 
from  the  position  he  had  occupied  in  my  rear  the  First  Brigade  was 
disposed  in  rear  of  the  Second.  Here  my  men  were  supplied  both  with 
ammunition  and  provisions,  which  had  been  brought  up  for  that  pur- 
pose. Dispatching  Captain  Stewart,  of  my  staff,  and  Captain  Dollins, 
of  the  cavalry,  with  instructions  to  reconnoiter  the  enemy  and  ascer-  i 
tain  his  strength  and  movements,  they  found  a large  body  of  his  forces  | 
falling  back  in  apparent  confusion,  their  officers  vainly  endeaAmring  to  j: 
bring  them  to  a halt,  and  reported  the  fact.  From  another  portion  of  j 
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tlie  field  indications  were  observed  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy’s 
iiitrenchments  of  a hostile  movement.  This  was  about  1 o’eloelv  p.  m. 
General  Wallace,  whose  division  was  formed  near  the  ground  selected 
for  my  second  line,  filed  it  to  the  right,  and,  guided  by  Captain  Stewart, 
of  my  staff*,  formed  a portion  of  his  fresh  troops  in  front  of  1115^  secoml 
line  and  in  close  supporting  distance  of  it,  resting  the  left  upon  a sec- 
tion of  Taylor’s  battery,  which  Captain  Schwartz,  of  my  staff,  had,  under 
my  instructions,  posted  so  as  to  command  the  road  leading  back  to  my 
former  position.  The  remainder  of  the  battery  was  i)laced  a short  dis- 
tance in  the  rear,  to  guard  against  a flank  approach  either  from  the 
right  or  left. 

From  this  position  Captain  Taylor  opened  a fire  of  canister,  and  was 
soon  after  joined  by  Lieutenant  Wood,  with  a section  of  Willard’s  bat- 
tery, who  also  opened  a fire  in  the  same  direction,  and  generously  re- 
newed Captain  Taylor’s  failing  stock  of  ammunition,  ^k^’cral  of  the 
enemy  afterwards  found  dead  some  400  yards  above  in  the  road  were 
supposed  to  have  been  killed  by  the  fire  of  these  guns. 

Col.  L.  F.  Eoss,  of  the  Seventeenth,  who  had  been  assigned  by  you 
to  the  Third  Brigade  of  my  division,  came  up  about  this  time  and  tooli 
command  of  it.  General  Wallace,  having  formed  the  line  already  men- 
tioned, also  opened  a fire  of  musketry  in  the  same  general  direction, 
which  was  mainly  answered  by  a fire  of  artillery  from  redan  No.  2 and 
of  infantry  in  the  thick  woods  in  front  and  to  the  left  of  his  line.  About 
the  same  time  Dresser’s  battery  was  advanced  under  my  order  upon  the 
same  road  to  a position  in  front,  and  opened  a fire  intended  to  command 
the  approach  to  our  present  position  across  Indian  Creek  and  to 
silence  the  guns  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  This  fire  was  continued 
and  returned  with  much  spirit  for  some  time.  One  of  the  shots  from 
redan  No.  2,  scathing  a tree  close  to  Lieut.  Harrison  C.  Barger,  a brave 
and  promising  young  officer,  stunned  him  by  concussion  of  the  air. 

While  little  or  no  loss  was  sustained  on  our  part  in  this  second  engage- 
ment, it  served  to  discourage  the  enemy  and  relieve  us  from  any  further 
attack.  We  rested  upon  our  arms  until  about  1.30  o’clock  p.  m.,  when 
your  arrival  gave  promise  that  the  general  wish  to  advance  would  soon 
be  gratified.  In  reply  to  my  suggestion,  urging  a simultaneous  assault 
at  all  iDoints,  I was  gratified  to  receive  an  order  to  that  eff*ect.  JMy 
command  was  put  in  readiness  to  move  while  you  returned  to  i)ut  tlie 
Second  Division  in  motion.  Sending  Major  IMudd,  of  the  Second  Illi- 
nois Cavalry,  to  reconnoiter  to  the  right  and  front,  he  hastened  forwai  d 
through  thick  woods  and  across  a field  covered  vdth  snow  in  that  direc- 
tion, and,  finding  a detached  body  of  the  enemy,  he  reported  the  fact. 
About  the  same  the  Eighth  Missouri  and  Eleventh  Indiana  came  uj), 
and,  forming  on  the  right  of  General  Wallace’s  line,  advanced  in  the 
same  direction. 

. Major  Brayman,  my  adjutant,  and  others,  in  the  mean  time  reporting 
the  hearing  of  iiommands  in  the  thick  woods  a short  distance  in  Iront 
and  to  the  left  of  Taylor’s  battery  and  the  discovery  of  other  hostile  in- 
dications farther  dovui  in  the  valley  of  Indian  Creek,  I ordered  Colonel 
Wallace  to  form  the  Second  Brigade  in  line  of  battle,  resting  their  right 
upon  the  battery  and  their  left  near  Indian  Creek.  This  (lisi)ositi()ii, 
being  promptly  executed,  commanded  the  space  between  Taylor’s  bat- 
tery and  the  right  of  General  Smith,  and  thus  protected  the  left  of  the 
second  line  of  battle  from  flank  attack. 

While  these  movements  were  being  executed  the  sound  of  General 
Smith’s  musketry  was  heard,  indicating  an  attack  upon  redan  No.  1,  in 
his  front.  Soon  after,  Colonel  Webster,  chief  of  your  staff',  came  with 
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tlie  welcome  intelligence  that  tlie  enemy  had  retired  before  the  gallant 
and  chivalrous  assault  of  General  Smith,  and  that  he  was  already  lead- 
ing his  men  into  this  redan,  w^hich  he  firmly  held.  Colonel  Webster  also 
Ivunght  your  order  to  press  upon  the  enemy  at  all  ]ioints.  General 
Vv^allace,  reporting  through  one  of  his  officers  that  he  had  met  the  enemy 
and  was  ])ressing  him  with  success,  requested  me  to  send  forward  five 
or  six  regiments  to  his  right  for  the  purpose  of  re-enforcing  him.  I im- 
mediately ordered  forward  a corresponding  detachment.  Tlie  vigor  of 
this  movement  gave  evidence  of  the  skill  and  gallantry  of  the  general 
commanding  and  the  spirit  and  courage  of  his  men.  At  the  same  time 
I ordered  the  Torty-sixth  Illinois,  Colonel  Davis,  to  move  forward  to  the 
right  and  near  to  the  road  already  referred  to  to  suyiport  General  Wal- 
lace’s left,  and  also  ordered  Colonel  Eoss,  with  the  Third  Brigade  of  my 
division,  to  advance  directly  in  the  same  road,  the  object  being  to  com- 
mand the  space  between  General  Wallace’s  left  and  my  former  x)ositiou 
on  the  ridge  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  iutrenchments.  Colonel  Eoss  boldly 
pushed  forward  to  the  point  occupied  by  McAllister’s  battery  in  the 
morning,  retaking  the  former  position  of  the  Second  Brigade  and  throw- 
ing forward  his  skirmishers,  who  drove  straggling  parties  of  the  enemy 
to  the  cover  of  his  works.  The  loss  of  this  brigade  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing  during  the  siege  was  149. 

The  forces  of  the  enemy  engaged  by  General  Wallace  had  been  driven 
back  by  his  spirited  assault,  their  desultory  fire  indicating  the  direction 
of  their  flight  and  sounding  the  termination  of  a battle  which  had  con- 
tinued the  greater  portion  of  ten  hours. 

The  field,  with  its  dead  and  wounded,  was  now  in  our  possession,  and 
the  intrenched  position  of  the  enemy  again  invested,  cutting  off  his 
hope  of  escape.  While  holding  the  ground  thus  regained,  your  order 
for  the  withdrawal  of  the  First  and  Third  Divisions  to  a compact  posi- 
tion on  the  enemy’s  left  and  encamp  for  the  night  was  received.  Eight 
had  set  in  before  comi)liance  by  my  division  with  this  order  had  trans- 
pired. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  IGth,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the 
evening  before,  I commenced  preparations  for  a renewed  attack  upon 
the  enemy’s  works.  While  doing  so,  the  welcome  intelligence  came 
that  he  had  surrendered  at  discretion,  upon  the  receipt  of  which  I im- 
mediately led  my  division  down  to  the  water  battery  and  tlie  main 
lauding  at  the  fort.  In  the  meantime  Captains  Stewart  and  Schwartz, 
of  my  staff,  had  been  the  first  of  the  Federal  arms  to  enter  the  town  of 
Dover.  : 

In  celebration  of  our  success  a national  salute  was  fired  by  Taylor’s 
battery  and  the  American  flag  planted  within  the  fort.  Encamping  my 
command  near  the  town  of  Dover,  and  in  front  of  my  first  line  of  the 
]irevious  day,  it  welcomed  the  opportunity  for  the  repose  which  its  ex- 
haustion and  suffering  so  much  required. 

Seldom  has  a contest  of  such  obstinacy  and  protracted  duration 
occurred.  The  victory,  though  complete  and  signal,  cost  us  a dear  and 
mournful  price.  Bearing  the  brunt  and  burden  of  the  battle,  my  divis- 
ion sustained  much  the  greatest  loss.  Of  8,000  men  brought  into  action 
1,519  were  found  to  have  been  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  making  a 
])ercentage  of  nearly  every  fifth  man,  the  missing  in  all  amounting  to 
only  74.  On  the  other  hand,  the  loss  of  the  enemy  engaging  my  com- 
mand, admittedly  large,  was  probably  much  greater.  Our  trophies 
corresponded  with  the  magnitude  of  the  victory;  13,300  prisoners,  20,000 
stand  of  small-arms,  00  pieces  of  cannon,  and  corresponding  proportions 
of  animals,  wagons,  ordnance,  commissary,  and  quartermaster’s  stores 
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tell  into  our  hands.  In  short,  an  army  with  all  its  material  of  war  was 
lost  and  won. 

It  is  but  just  and  proper  that  I should  bear  testimony  to  the  .^ood 
conduct  of  my  command,  all  of  whom  bore  themselves  with  rare  and 
admirable  fortitude,  courage,  and  constancy.  Colonels  Oglesby  and 
Wallace,  of  the  First  and  Second  Brigades  of  my  division,  and  Colonel 
McArthur,  of  the  Second  [First]  Brigade  of  General  Smith’s  division, 
temporarily  under  my  command,  occupying  positions  in  near  proximity  to 
formidable  works  and  batteries  and  at  the  points  ot  assault  during  tlie 
principal  conilict,  were  necessarily  greatly  exposed,  but  maintained  their 
ground  throughout  the  struggle,  directing  and  inspiring  their  men  by 
their  skill  and  courageous  example.  Colonel  Boss,  Colonel  Haynie,  and 
Colonel  Morrison,  who  were  in  command  of  brigades  of  detached  regi- 
ments during  the  various  engagements,  behaved  with  great  gallantry 
and  good  judgment.  Maj.  John  P.  Post,  of  the  Eighth,  while  gallantly 
breasting  the  assault  of  the  enemy  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  was 
stunned  by  a spent  ball  and  carried  off  insensible  by  the  enemy,  and 
has  not  since  been  recovered.  Colonel  isToble,  of  the  Second,  and  Col- 
onel Dickey,  of  the  Fourth  Cavalry,  ably  sustained  by  Major  Mudd  and 
Lieutenant  Colonel  McCullough,  rendered  valuable  service.  Captains 
Carmichael,  Dollins,  O’Harnett,  and  Lieutenant  King,  of  the  cavalry, 
distinguished  themselves  for  their  activity  and  zeal.  After  what  has 
been  said,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  the  artillery  x^erformed  a 
material  and  consincuous  x)nrt  in  the  four  days’  siege,  or  to  bear  testi- 
mony to  what  is  already  sufficiently  obvious — the  skill,  courage,  and 
efficiency  of  Cai^tains  McAllister,  Taylor,  Dresser,  Lieutenant  Gumbart, 
and  the  officer  (name  not  reported)  commanding  a section  of  Major 
Cavender’s  battalion,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  their  commands. 

Turning  from  this  grateful  toi)ic,  1 am  x)ained  to  notice  a disgraceful 
occurrence  of  which  Major  Mudd  was  the  unhai^py  Auctim.  After  the 
surrender,  while  x^erforming  an  act  of  kindness  at  the  request  of  one  of 
two  or  three  countrymen,  one  of  the  x^arty  drox^ped  behind  and  shot  him 
in  rhe  back,  inflicting  a severe,  but  I trust  not  mortal,  wound. 

The  members  of  my  staff  seconded  my  efforts  and  carried  my  orders 
Avith  courageous  zeal.  Major  Brayman,  my  assistant  adjutant-general, 
though  in  feeble  health,  x^crformed  the  duties  of  his  office  with  fidelity, 
self-xjossession,  and  active  and  daring  courage.  Cax)tain  Schwartz, 

• acting  chief  of  my  staff,  an  able  and  experienced  officer,  especially  in 
artillery  serAuce,  rendered  constant  and  inxmluable  aid.  Captain  Stewart, 
of  the  independent  Cavalry,  by  his  quick  intelligence,  sound  judgment, 
and  fearless  and  ceaseless  activity  in  discovering  and  reporting  tlie  ene- 
my’s moA^ements,  added  to  his  previous  high  reputation  and  offiigations 
already  imposed  upon  me.  Maj.  H.  P.  Stearns,  chief  surgeon  of  my  divis- 
ion, joining  me  ux^on  the  field,  deAmted  himself  with  characteristic  zeal 
and  fidelity  to  the  delicate  and  trying  duties  of  his  x^osition.  Lieut.  II. 
C.  Freeman,  chief  engineer,  uniting  ready  professional  skill  with  fearless 
energy  and  enterprise,  rendered  constant  and  im])ortant  aid  Avithin  the 
sxffiere  of  his  duties.  Lieut.  E.  S.  Jones,  ordnance  officer,  with  cheer- 
fulness and  alacrity  responded  to  eAwy  call  made  upon  his  courage  and 
fidelity,  both  in  the  camx3  and  on  the  field.  Capt.  George  P.  Edgar, 
joining  me  as  a volunteer  aide  on  the  eA^ening  of  the  14th,  x)articipated 
with  much  s’xnrit  in  the  actWe  and  exciting  scenes  of  the  next  day,  and 
laid  me  under  obligations  by  the  x)romx)t  and  satisfactory  discharge  of 
dangerous  duty. 

I am  hapx^y  in  congratulating  you  as  the  respected  commander  of  a 
Auctorious  army  engaged  in  a just  cause,  and  in  believing  that  no  stain 
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Yrill  be  found,  no  word  of  reproach  or  disparagement  coupled  with  the 
record  which  shall  bear  the  history  of  this  great  event  down  the  stream 
of  tiaie,  but  that  it  will  endure  as  an  imperishable  example  of  duty 
bravely,  manfully,  and  nobly  performed. 

Unavoidable  deficiencies  of  this  report  will  be  in  part  supi)lied  by 
diagrams  accompanying  it,  illustrating  the  position  and  plan  of  the 
enemy’s  works,  the  field  of  battle,  and  the  different  formations  of  the 
forces  under  my  command  during  this  engagement.* 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  A.  McOLEENAND, 
Brigadier-General^  Commanding  First  Division, 
Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Advanee  Forces^  &c. 


Beturn  of  casualties  iu  the  First  Division  (McClernand’s),  at  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  Feb~ 

rnarij  13-15, 1852.  t 


Commands. 

KiUed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Aggregate. 

Remarks. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Enlisted  men. 

Officers. 

Eulisted  men. 

First  Brijrado : 

8th  illiuois 

3 

51 

5 

179 

238 

1 8th  Tllinoia 

2 

51 

c 

134 

18 

211 

29thllliaois 

1 

24 

3 

57 

1 

13 

99 

SOtli  Illiuois 

1 

18 

1 

68 

6 

94 

31st  Illinois 

2 

29 

6 

101 

28 

166 

Illinois  Light  Artillerv,  Battery 

3 

3 

Dresser’s. 

A. 

2d  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Bat- 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Schwartz’s. 

tery  E. 

Total  First  Brigade 

9 

175 

23 

543 

1 

65 

816 

Second  Brigade : 

nth  Illiuois 

2 

C6 

10 

173 

2 

! .77 

330 

20th  Illinois 

1 

17 

3 

105 

6 

132 

4rjth  Illiuois  

2 

3 

17 

22 

48th  Illiuois  

1 

7 

g 

28 

3 

42 

1st  Illiuois  Light  Artillery,  Bat- 

1 

8 

9 

Taylor’s. 

tery  B. 

1st  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Bat- 

2 

2 

McAllister’s. 

tery  n. 

Total  Second  Brigade 

4 

93 

19 

333 

2 

86 

537 

Third  Brigade : 

17th  Illinois 

13 

5 

57 

6 

81 

40th  Illinois 

1 

12 

3 

43 

9 

68 

Total  Third  Brigade 

1 

25 

8 

100 

15 

149 

Grand  total 

14 

293 

50 

976 

3 

166 

1,  502 

* To  aijpear  in  Atlas.  t But.  see  revised  list  on  p.  167. 
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Report  of  Col.  Richard  J.  Oglesby^  Eighth  Illinois  Infantry^  command- 
ing First  Brigade. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  First  Division, 
District  of  West  Tennessee^  Fort  Donelson,  February  20,  iSG2. 

Sir  : I liave  the  honor  to  report  that  under  Field  Orders,  No.  125,  of 
Bri^.  Gen.  John  A.  McOlernand,  commanding  division,  of  date  February 
11,  I moved  with  the  First  Brigade  from  Fort  Uenry  in  the  direction  of 
Fort  Donelson  at  4 o’clock  p.  m.  and  encamped  on  the  Bidge  road,  4 
miles  from  Fort  Henry,  at  8 o’clock  p.  m.  of  that  day.  JMy  forces  con- 
sisted of  the  Eighth  Illinois  Eegiment,  commanded  Lient.  Col.  Frank 
L.  Ehoads ; Plighteenth  Illinois  Eegiment,  commanded  by  Col.  Michael 
K.  Lawler;  Twenty-ninth  Illinois  Eegiment,  commanded  by  Col.  James 
S.  Eearden;  Thirtieth  Illinois  Eegiment,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col. 
Elias  S.  Dennis,  and  the  Thirty-first  Illinois  Eegiment,  commanded  by 
Col.  John  A.  Logan  ; four  independent  companies  of  cavalry,  commanded 
by  Captains  Dollins,  Carmichael,  O’Harnett,  and  Lieutenant  King; 
Caxitain  ScEwartz’s  battery  of  two  6-ponnder  guns  and  two  12-pounder 
howitzers,  commanded  by  First  Lieut.  [G.]  Conrad  Gumbart,  and  Captain 
Dresser’s  battery  of  three  G-pouuder  rilled  guns.  Early  on  the  morning 
of  the  12th  instant  Colonel  Noble  joined  the  command  with  two  com- 
panies of  the  Second  Illinois  Cavalry  and  two  comiianies  regular  cav- 
alry. He  was  immediately  sent  forward  with  his  whole  command  to 
reconnoiter  to  a point  within  2 miles  of  Fort  Donelson,  using  Captains 
Carmichael  and  O’Harnett’s  cavalry  as  flankers.  The  column  was  put 
in  motion  at  8 o’clock  a.  m.,  and  moved  slowly  to  a point  2 miles  from 
the  position  of  the  enemy,  at  which  place,  meeting  their  pickets.  Major 
Aludd  went  forward  with  a detachment  of  the  Second  Illinois  Cavalry 
and  drove  them  back,  while  a position  was  taken  by  the  advance  guard 
to  receive  them.  The  general  ’commanding,  arriving  on  the  ground, 
ordered  the  column  to  move  to  the  right  of  the  Eidge  road,  tlirough 
some  old  fields,  to  the  main  road  leading  from  the  Big  Sandy  Creek  to 
Dover. 

Ascending  the  high  wood  ridge  overlooking  the  fields  to  our  left  and 
rear  and  within  1 mile  of  the  main  fort  and  about  2J  miles  from  Dover, 
which  lies  1 mile  above  the  fort  on  the  Cumberland  Eiver,  a large  body 
of  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Forrest,  threatened  my  right,  and  prepared 
to  attack  the  head  of  the  column.  They  were  held  in  check  for  five 
minutes,  until  I could  bring  forward  the  grand  guard,  under  IMajor  Ba- 
con, of  the  Thirtieth  Eegiment  Illinois  Volunteers,  which  was  throAvn 
across  the  slope  of  the  ridge  descending  into  the  valley,  leading  directly 
into  the  camp  of  The  enemy.  At  the  same  time  the  right  wing  of  the 
Eighth  Eegiment,  in  column  of  j)latoon,  took  position  as  a reserve  to 
the  grand  guard,  with  Captain  O’Harnett’s  cavalry,  holding  the  high 
ridge  to  our  right,  and  Colonel  Noble’s  cavalry  in  front,  ready  to  retire 
through  the  intervals  on  the  right  wing  of  the  Eighth  Eegiment,  should 
it  become  necessary  to  do  so.  The  Eighteenth  was  formed  in  column  of 
companies  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  the  rest  of  the  column  held  ])csition 
as  in  the  line  of  march,  Instantly  the  attack  began  and  was  steadily 
resisted  by  the  grand  guard  for  ten  minutes,  w'heu  the  eueuQ^  again  gave 
back,  and  Major  Bacon  held  the  right  unbroken. 

Finding  no  chance  to  break  the  lines  of  tlie  guard,  they  now^  in  large 
force  attemi)ted  to  gain  the  rear  of  it.  I ordered  Colonel  Noble  to  retire 
his  cavalry  through  the  Eighth  Eegiment,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ehoads 
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wlieelin.i>’  into  line,  tlie  right  wing  checked  their  advance  by  a vigorous 
fire,  until  Lieutenant  Gumbart,  arriving  at  the  point,  sent  a shell  into 
them,  wlien  they  fled  in  confusion  from  the  field.  The  way  was  now 
open  for  another  advance.  The  general  commanding  ordered  the  left 
wing  forward  on  the  high  ridge  in  front  of  the  fort,  halting  to  reconnoi- 
ter  to  the  right  towards  the  main  road  leading  from  Paris  to  Dover,  and, 
as  I was  informed,  to  bring  up  the  Second  Brigade.  I ordered  Lieuten- 
ant Gumbart  to  take  forward  one  howitzer  and  throw  some  shell  into  the 
line  of  the  enemy  across  the  main  road  leading  to  the  Cumberland.  The 
range  being  too  long  for  the  shells.  Captain  Dresser  brought  forward  a 
rifled  6-pounder,  and  in  a few  shots  broke  uj)  their  lines  and  drove  them 
from  their  tents. 

Having  received  orders  to  move  the  brigade  forward  in  the  direction 
of  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  I deployed  the  Eighth,  Twenty-ninth,  Thirtieth, 
and-  Thirty-first  Kegiments  into  line  of  battle,  and  moved  slowly  forward 
a half  a mile,  at  the  same  time  sending  the  Eighteenth  Pegiment  to  the 
right,  over  the  high  ridge,  to  the  Paris  road,  and  at  sunset,  by  a flank 
movement,  moved  the  rest  of  the  brigade  over  the  ridge  to  the  Paris 
road,  thus  occupying  the  last  main  outlet  from  Fort  Donelson  and  the 
town  of  Dover  by  night-fall.  Upon  going  forward  to  the  right  I found 
Colonel  Lawler,  in  his  anxiety  to  push  forward,  had  moved  the  Eight- 
eenth Eegiment  under  the  range  of  a four-gun  battery  in  the  main  re- 
doubt in  front  of  Fort  Donelson.  In  attemptiug  to  draw  my  line  back 
an  unfortunate  discharge  of  musketry  into  the  ranks  of  the  Twenty- 
ninth  Eegiment  killed  and  wounded  several  men  of  that  regiment.  Per- 
mission was  given  to  Colonel  Eearden  to  move  the  Twenty-ninth  to  the 
left  of  the  brigade  for  the  night  to  dispose  of  his  wounded  men.  Early 
next  morning  the  regiment  returned  to  its  position  in  line,  and  was  sta- 
tioned in  rear  of  the  Eighth  as  a reserve  for  the  day. 

Early  on  tlie  morning  of  the  13th  I ordered  Captain  Dresser  to  bring 
forward  his  battery  and  take  position  in  front  of  the  main  redoubt  of  the 
enemy.  In  twenty  minutes  the  four  gitns  of  this  redoubt  were  silenced 
by  him.  During  the  day  this  battery  was  moved  forward  along  the  line 
as  the  column  advanced  to  the  right,  and  in  every  instance  was  most 
effective  in  silencing  the  guns  of  the  enemy.  Captain  Dresser  is  entitled 
to  much  praise  for  his  cool  and  discreet  bearing  during  the  entire  action. 
Lieutenant  Barger  and  the  men  at  the  guns  did  most  excellent  service. 
The  ammunition  of  the  battery  we.s  exhausted  on  the  13th.  On  the  14th 
it  was  supplied  with  120  rounds  of  shot  and  shell.  On  the  15th  instant 
this  battery  was  on  my  extreme  lefr,  under  the  special  orders  of  the 
general  commanding.  Early  on  the  day  of  the  13th  the  brigade  moved 
to  the  right,  immediately  under  the  fire  of  the  artillery  and  shar[)shooters 
of  the  enemy,  one-half  mile  nearer  Dover,  on  the  Paris  road,  and  again, 
later  in  the  day,  a half  mile  farther,  to  a point,  in  onS  instance,  within 
100  yards  of  their  line  of  earthworks.  Later  in  the  afternoon,  however, 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  general  commanding,  to  guard  my  rear  and 
jwevent  a surprise  in  that  direction,  I drew  the  forces  back  onto  the 
next  and  higher  ridge,  about  250  yards  from  their  line,  and  encamped 
for  the  night,  with  the  Eighteenth  Regiment  on  tbe  right,  still  pre'serv- 
ing  the  original  order  of  battle,  excepting  that  Lieutenant  Gumbart, 
commanding  Schwartz’s  light  battery,  was  iDosted  between  the  Eighth 
and  Twenty-ninth  Regiments. 

I will  not  omit  the  highly  creditable  part  borne  by  Lieutenant  Gum- 
bart with  his  battery.  During  the  march  on  the  13th  instant,  in  the 
afternoon,  whilst  taking  a new  position,  Lieut.  Joseph  Hanger  was 
severely,  if  not  mortally,  wounded  by  a ball  from  one  of  the  sharpshoot- 
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ers  of  the  enemy  at  a distance  of  500  yards,  while  directing  one  of  Ins 
guns.  Both  officers  and  men  seemed  unconscious  of  danger.  In  the 
midst  of  a heated  artillery  contest  of  one  hour,  having  ol3tained  the 
consent  of  Col.  William  H.  L.  Wallace  to  bring  up  a section  of  Captain 
Taylor’s  battery  to  this  place,  both  batteries  entered  into  the  contest 
with  surprising  vigor,  and  soon  the  enemy’s  lines  were  cleared  and  their 
guns  silenced.  I leave  the  conduct  of  Captain  Taylor’s  battery  to  the 
notice  of  Colonel  Wallace,  who  observed  them  while  engaged. 

The  whole  front  of  my  line  was  covered  with  skirmishers  during  the 
night  of  the  13th,  and  the  men  again  stood  to  arms  all  night  under  one 
of  the  most  persecuting  snow-storms  ever  known  in  this  country,  with- 
out tires  and  without  reliefs.  During  the  night;,  in  passing  from  the 
right  of  the  Eighteenth,  under  Col.  M.  K.  Lawler,  to  the  left  of  the 
Thirty-first,  under  Col.  John  A.  Logan,  there  was  one  universal  wish  to 
meet  the  enemy,  to  carr5"  the  fort,  and  to  end  the  sufferings  of  the  men. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  the  sun  rose  upon  our  forces,  who  were 
nearly  torpid  from  the  intense  cold  of  the  night.  Eeceiving  an  order 
from  the  general  commanding  to  remain  quiet  in  camp  and  not  attack  the 
enemy  until  Brigadier-General  Grant  had  communicated  with  the  gun- 
boats, most  of  the  men  made  coffee.  All  other  rations  were  exhausted. 
During  the  day  the  brigade  had  nothing  to  eat,  the  wagons  not  having 
yet  come  up  with  the  three  days’  additional  rations,  and  did  not  arrive 
until  the  afternoon  of  the  Ifith  instant.  During  the  afternoon  of  the 
14th  I moved  the  brigade  the  distance  of  100  yards  to  the  right,  near  an 
open  field,  in  full  view  of  the  lines  of  the  enemy.  All  night  long  we 
could  hear  them  felling  trees  and  using  picks  and  shovels  to  strengthen 
their  defenses. 

At  this  time  my  right  was  a half  mile  from  Dover  and  about  400 
yards  from  the  backwater  of  a small  creek,  rendering  their  escape 
impossible  except  through  this  narrow  opening  of  300  to  400  yards. 
Colonels  Koble’s  and  Dickey’s  cavalry  rei)orted  to  me  early  this  morn- 
ing, and  soon  made  a thorough  reconnaissance  around  the  left  of  the 
enemy  and  nearly  into  Dover.  As  I have  no  official  reports  from  these 
forces,  I am  not  able  to  state  what  particular  companies  did  this  labor. 
It  was  very  haziirdous,  and  opened  the  way  quite  to  the  river.  On  the 
ridge  of  this  old  field  I was  anxious  to  plant  a battery,  but  could  not 
safely  remove  Lieutenant  Gumbart,  who  vais  holding  one  of  the  three 
principal  roads  leading  into  Dover  from  the  back  country  through  my 
lines,  on  one  of  which  was  posted  the  Eighteenth  and  on  the  other  two 
the  Eighth  and  Twenty-ninth  Begiments.  During  the  afternoon  I 
posted  the  Thirtieth  Begiment,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dennis,  50 
yards  in  the  rear  of  the  Eighth  Begiment,  as  a reserve,  for  the  night, 
the  brushy  and  broken  character  of  the  ground  forbidding  any  greater 
distance  with  security.  The  Twenty-ninth  and  Thirty-first  held  the 
ground  from  the  main  Paris  road  into  Dover,  reaching  along  the  ridge 
of  the  hills  to  Colonel  Wallace’s  right.  Thus  we  stood  to  arms  again 
for  the  night.  Scarcely  a man  slept.  By  this  time  the  enemy  had 
opportunity  to  measure  the  strength  and  disposition  of  my  forces  on  his 
left.  In  rei)ly  to  my  request  for  forces  to  strengthen  my  reserve,  the 
general  sent  Colonel  McArthur,  with  the  Ninth,  Twelfth,  and  Forty-first 
Begiments,  but  without  artillery. 

Saturday  morning,  the  15th  instant,  at  fifteen  minutes  before  G o’clock, 
the  enemy  dared  to  pass  out  of  his  trenches  for  the  first  time  in  a des- 
perate efibrt  to  turn  our  right  and  escape  into  the  countiy.  By  6 o’clock 
the  whole  brigade  was  in  line  and  ready  for  the  action.  Going  to  my 
extreme  right,  where  the  attack  was  made  by  their  infantry,  I found 
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that  Colonel  McArtlinr  had  thrown  forward  the  Ninth  Eegiment  on  my 
line  of  battle,  which  was  now  hotly  engaged.  Going  out  into  the  open 
Held,  I found  the  Forty-first,  under  Col.  Isaac  C.  Pugh,  in  line,  but  some 
distance  from  the  right  of  the  Ninth,  with  two  companies  of  skirmisli- 
ers,  under  Lieut.  Col.  Ansel  Tupper,  still  farther  to  the  right,  and  cov^- 
ering  the  entire  ground  by  which  the  enemy  could  escape.  These  two 
companies  were  also  then  engaged.  From  the  large  force  of  infantry 
and  cavalry  moving  in  front  of  their  line  it  was  obvious  the  contest 
was  to  be  upon  our  right,  and  in  less  than  twenty  minutes  their  skir- 
mishers, entering  the  almost  impenetrable  underbrush  and  thick  woods, 
followed  closely  by  their  main  body,  moved  against  the  Eighteenth  and 
Eighth  Eegiments.  Lieutenant  Gumbart  used  two  pieces  of  his  battery 
with  energy  until  severely  wounded  and  carried  from  the  field. 

The  enemy  did  not  spare  their  grape  and  canister,  and  occasionally 
sent  a shell  or  round  shot  from  the  six  or  eight  guns  bearing  on  our  lines. 
The  Twenty-ninth  soon  became  generally  engaged.  Two  companies 
detached  on  the  left  of  the  Eighth,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dunlap, 
were  engaged  with  the  Eighth  Eegiment.  The  fire  upon  our  lines  con- 
tinued with  unabated  fury  for  an  hour  longer,  when  I learned  that 
Colonel  McArthur  had  withdrawn  his  brigade  to  take  position  below 
the  old  field.  Finding  my  right  uncovered,  I sent  Captain  Brush,  now 
(‘ommanding  the  Eighteenth  Eegiment— Col.  M.  K.  Lawler  having  been 
wounded  in  the  left  arm  and  compelled  to  leave  the  field — to  the  right, 
so  as  to  bring  the  Thirtieth  Eegiment  into  line  on  the  left  of  the  Eight- 
eenth. In  carrying  out  this  order  Captain  Brush  was  also  wounded. 
The  regiment,  by  this  time  having  by  a steady  and  unflinching  fire  nearly 
exhausted  their  ammunition,  retired  as  the  Thirtieth  came  into  line, 
leaving  44  dead  on  the  ground  and  170  wounded.  Continuing  to  hold 
my  position  for  still  another  hour  under  their  galling  fire  I was  tempted 
to  use  the  bayonet,  but  the  risk  of  breaking  my  lines  in  an  effort  to  go 
through  the  thick  brush,  when  the  result  under  the  most  favorable  cir- 
cumstances could  only  be  to  drive  them  into  their  lines  and  expose  my 
command  to  a raking  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry  upon  emerging  in 
broken  files  from  the  thick  woods,  determined  me  to  hold  my  line  to  the 
last. 

At  this  moment  Col.  F.  L.  Ehoads  reported  to  me  that  the  cartridge- 
boxes  were  nearly  empty.  I told  him  to  hold  his  position  until  re-en- 
forcements came  up,  when  I would  move  his  regiment  off  the  ground  for 
ammunition.  In  a few  moments  the  Twenty-fifth  Kentucky  came  in 
sight,  commanded  by  Col.  J.  M.  Shackelford.  I led  the  colonel  to  his 
position,  and  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ehoads  to  show  him  how  to  file 
l)ast  the  Eighth  Eegiment  as  it  moved  off  the  ground.  From  some 
unaccountable  cause  the  left  wing  of  the  Twenty-fifth  fired,  and,  some 
of  the  balls  taking  effect  in  the  Eighth  and  Twenty-ninth  Eegiments, 
threw  the  men  into  confusion,  when  they  with  the  Thirtieth  Eegiment 
retired  from  the  ground.  I saw  no  more  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Kentucky. 
The  Thirtieth  Eegiment  left  on  the  ground  19  killed  and  71  wounded  ; 
tlie  Twenty-ninth  left  25  killed  and  60  wounded ; the  Eighth  left  55 
killed  and  188  wounded.  Most  of  the  wounded  were  taken  off'  the  field. 
A few  men,  with  Major  Post,  of  tbe  Eighth,  who  was  also  badly  wounded, 
were  taken  prisoners.  Three  pieces  of  Lieutenant  Gumbart’s  battery 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  They  could  have  been  brought  off^ 
but  28  horses  had  been  killed  or  disabled. 

At  the  moment  my  line  was  broken  the  fire  of  the  enemy  had  mate- 
rially slackened,  and  twice  before  they  had  been  driven  back.  The 
enemy  skulked  behind  every  hiding  place,  and  sought  retuge  in  the  oak 
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leaves,  between  which  and  their  uniforms  there  was  so  strong  a resem- 
blance, our  men  were  continually  deceived  b}’  them.  Turning  to  the 
Thirty -first,  which  yet  held  its  place  in  line,  I ordered  Colonel  Logan  to 
throw  back  his  right,  so  as  to  form  a crochet  on  the  right  of  the  Eleventh 
Illinois.  In  this  way  Colonel  Logan  held  in  check  the  advancing  foe 
for  some  time  under  a most  destructive  lire,  whilst  I endeavored  to  assist 
Colonel  Cruft  with  his  brigade  in  finding  a position  on  the  right  of  the 
Thirty-first.  It  was  now  four  hours  since  the  fighting  began  in  the 
morning.  The  cartridge-boxes  of  the  Thirty-first  were  nearly  einiity. 
The  colonel  had  been  severely  wounded,  and  the  lieutenant-Coloiiel, 
John  H.  White,  had,  with  some  30  others,  fallen  dead  on  the  field,  and  a 
large  number  wounded.  In  this  condition  Oolonel  Logan  brought  olf 
the  remainder  of  his  regiment  in  good  order.  At  the  suggestion  of  Colo- 
nel Logan,  as  he  left  the  ground,  the  Eleventh  Illinois,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Eansom,  of  Col.  W.  H.  L.  Wallace’s  brigade,  changed 
front  to  the  rear  upon  the  ground  just  occupied  by  Colonel  Logan,  aud 
held  this  position  for  half  an  hour  under  a heavy  fire  from  the  enem3\ 

Eeporting  to  the  general  commanding  the  state  of  affairs,  he  ordered 
me  to  reform  the  brigade  on  the  left  of  the  division.  In  two  hours  the 
whole  brigade  was  reformed,  aud  having  received  a new  supidy  of  ammu- 
nition, awaited  orders  to  march  onto  the  field  again.  Eight  coming  on, 
the  troops  went  into  camp,  three  regiments  near  the  hospital,  in  gooel 
order,  and  the  Eighth  and  Eighteenth  on  the  high  ridge  in  front  of  the 
main  redoubt.  Some  of  the  regiments  sent  details  to  bury  the  dead  and 
take  care  of  the  wounded,  but  Captain  Lieb,  of  the  Eighth  Illinois,  who 
had  the  party  in  charge,  was  unable  to  reach  the  ground,  the  i)ickets  of 
the  enemy  still  holding  it. 

Sunday  morning,  the  16th  instant,  the  brigade,  in  common  with  the 
whole  army,  marched  into  the  fort.  Eeeling  a just  i^ride  at  the  honor- 
able part  they  had  boTiie  in  its  reduction  and  surrender,  I cannot  ven- 
ture to  mention  the  special  deeds  of  daring  where  all  bore  so  noble  a 
part,  nor  do  I know  that  any  praises  of  mine  can  add  to  the  feeling,  strong 
with  officers  and  men,  that  all  was  done  that  could  be  to  uphold  the 
honor  of  our  flag  and  x>nnish  traitors  for  their  treason.  I was  ably  sus- 
tained by  the*  colonels  commanding  regiments,  no  order  being  given 
during  the  action  but  was  faithfully  and  cheerfully  executed,  and  I share 
with  them  freely  whatever  of  credit  may  be  given  to  our  whole  command. 
Dr.  Silas  T.  Trowbridge,  acting  brigade  surgeon,  and  Dr.  J.  M.  Phipi)S, 
assistant  surgeon  to  the  Eighth  (vegiment,  ading  as  my  aides  until  the 
wounded  demanded  their  attention,  are  entitled  to  much  credit  for  their 
good  services  in  both  capacities.  Cax)tain  Dollins,  volunteer  aide-de- 
camp;  Henry  N.  Pearse,  acting  brigade  quartermaster  and  aide,  and 
William  C.  Clark,  acting  assistant  adjutant- general,  behaved  with  much 
coolness,  together  with  Privates  James  M.  Baxter,  E.  M.  Gard,  James 
Slattou,  and  Jacob  Swafford,  orderlies,  from  Captain  Dollins’  cavalry, 
who  bore  my  orders  in  the  hottest  of  the  tight  with  x)romi)tness  and 
courage. 

I transmit  you  coifies  of  the  reports  of  the  different  colonels  command- 
ing and  of  Captain  Dresser,  and  ask  your  attention  to  the  names  favor- 
ably mentioned  in  them.  I also  send  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded.* 

I am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

. . P.  J.  OGLESBY, 

Colonel^  Commanding  First  Brigade. 

Maj.  M.  Brayman, 

Asssistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Embodied  in  division  return,  j).  182. 
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No.  8. 

Ile])ort  of  Lieut.  Col.  Franlc  L.  Rhoads j Righth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Eighth  Eegiment  Illinois  Volunteers, 

Fort  Lonelson,  Tenn.,  February  18,  18(32. 

I have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the  Eighth  Eegiment  in 
the  siege  and  reduction  of  Fort  Donelson  from  the  12th  to  the  16th 
instant. 

Col.  E.  J.  Oglesby  having  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  First 
Brigade  of  the  First  Division  of  the  District  of  Cairo,  I took  command 
of  the  Eighth  Eegiment.  On  the  12th  instant,  at  noon,  marching  on  the 
right  of  the  brigade,  I received  an  order  to  deploy  into  line  of  battle  on 
the  right  of  the  road  leading  into  Fort  Donelson.  Skirmishers  were  sent 
forward,  but  the  enemy  retiring,  the  column  was  again  formed  and  the 
line  of  march  taken  up  in  the  direction  of  the  Paris  and  Fort  Donelson 
road.  Passing  over  some  open  fields,  the  right  of  the  column  took  posi- 
tion on  the  ridge  in  front  of  the  fort.  The  grand  guard  was  thrown 
forward  and  met  a body  of  cavalry  for  a few  moments.  The  right  wing 
of  the  regiment  was  formed  in  column  of  platoon  in  face  of  a large  body 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry.  The  Second  Illinois  Cavalry  passed  through 
the  intervals,  and  the  right  wing  of  the  Eighth  delivered  its  fire  upon 
the  enemy  and  dispersed  them.  Later  in  the  day  an  order  was  received 
to  move  forward  in  line  of  battle  through  an  open  field  out  by  the  main 
road  leading  to  the  main  fort  of  the  enemy.  At  this  point  the  Eight- 
eenth Eegiment  was  sent  to  my  right  over  a high. ridge.  About  dark 
of  the  same  day  I also  received  an  order  to  move  by  the  right  flank  over 
the  same  ridge  into  the  Paris  road.  The  regiment  encamped  on  this 
ridge  for  the  night  and  slept  on  their  arms. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  the  line  of  march  was  taken  up  in  front 
of  the  main  redoubt  of  the  enemy  and  within  500  yards  of  his  batteries. 
The  regiment  tiled  past  Captain  DressePs  light  battery  under  a heavy 
fire  of  artillery,  and  took  a new  position  at  noon  about  1 mile  from  the 
Cumberland  Eiver,  in  the  direction  of  Dover.  Two  companies  (C  and 
A)  were  detached  to  sustain  Lieutenant  GumbarPs  light  battery  and 
one  section  of  Captain  TayloPs,  engaging  the  enemy  in  a hot  artillery 
contest  of  two  houPs  duration.  At  this  point,  later  in  the  afternoon,  the 
colonel  commanding  gave  the  order  to  prepare  to  assault  the  long  line  of 
intrenchments  on  our  right  and  front.  By  the  time  the  necessary  instruc- 
tions were  given  to  carry  this  order  into  effect  it  was  countermanded. 
The  next  order  to  move  brought  the  right  of  the  Eighth  Eegiment 
within  100  yards  of  the  enemy^s  line.  Just  before  dark  the,  line  was 
changed,  and  the  regiment  stood  to  arms  all  night  200  yards  from  their 
intrenchments.  The  night  was  intensely  cold,  and  the  snow  fell  full 
3 inches  deep.  Skirmishing  was  kept  up  all  night.  The  men  were  re- 
lieved at  daylight  an  hour  for  breakfast,  but  only  coffee  could  be  ob- 
tained. The  regiment  remained  all  day  on  the  ground  and  stood  to 
arms  most  of  the  time. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  heavy  firing  indicated  an 
attack  upon  our  lines.  I immediately  formed  the  regiment  on  the  line 
of  battle  previously  fixed  by  the  colonel  commanding,  and  by  6 ofelock 
the  right  of  the  Eighth  had  fired  a few  shots.  I sent  some  skirmishers 
in  advance  over  the  brow  of  the  elevation  to  annoy  the  enemy,  as  well  j 
as  to  give  me  information  of  his  force  and  movements.  The  skirmishers  i 
soon  reported  the  enemy  approaching  in  force,  and  soon  the  battle  be-  j 
came  general  from  the  right  of  the  brigade  to  the  left  of  the  Eighth  Eegi-  j. 
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ment.  The  enemy  was  in  strong  force,  and  repeatedly  attempted  to 
break  the  line  or  turn  my  right.  He  was  as  often  baffled  and  repulsed 
by  the  steady  and  unflinching  fire  of  the  whole  regiment,  which  stood  , 
like  a line  of  adamant  before  the  stealthy  and  stubborn  advance  of  the 
enemy.  We  were  enfiladed  at  turns  by  a battery  on  the  left,  which  never 
ceased  to  pour  grape  and  canister  into  our  ranks  for  three  hours.  The 
fire  was  murderous,  as  tlie  long  list  of  the  dead  and  wounded  sadly  shows. 
My  order  was  to  hold  the  height  of  the  ridge,  and  not  to  yield  an  inch. 
It  was  done,  but  at  the  cost  of  54  killed  and  180  wounded  (many  mor- 
tally) of  613  ofQcers  and  men  engaged  in  the  battle. 

Tinding  the  ammunition  in  the  cartridge-boxes  nearly  exhausted,  I so 
reported  to  Colonel  Oglesby,  and  was  informed  a re-enforcement  was  at 
hand.  Soon  the  Twenty-fifth  Kentucky  Eegimait  appeared  with  flags 
flying,  as  previously  ordered  by  Colonel  Oglesby.  I attempted  to  march 
the  Eighth  from  its  position  to  go  for  ammunition  and  give  place  to  the 
Twenty-fifth  Kentucky,  but  at  this  moment,  from  some  unaccountable 
cause,  the  Eighth  was  fired  into  by  the  Twenty-fifth  Kentucky,  which 
alarmed  the  men.  The  Twenty-fifth  Kentucky  fell  into  utter  confusion, 
and  I was  obliged  to  retire  from  our  favorite  position  in  some  confusion. 
Keceiving  the  order  to  reform  the  regiment  again  on  the  left  of  the  divis- 
ion I did  so,  and,  having  received  a supply  of  ammunition,  was  ordered  to 
take*  position  in  the  line  of  battle,  where  the  regiment  remained  for  the 
night.  Sunday  morning  I led  the  regiment,  full  of  pride,  into  the  fort, 
in  common  with  the  whole  army. 

Where  all  fought  so  nobly,  so  sacrificingly ; where  all  stood  by  our 
noble  flag  to  the  last,  it  is  hard  to  say  who  has  most  honor.  I was  sus- 
tained all  the  time  by  Major  Post  on  the  left  until  he  fell  wounded. 
Lieut.  Joseph  G.  Howell,  acting  adjutant,  fell  dead  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  battle,  after  rendering  me  efficient  aid,  bearing  an  order  from  Colo- 
nel Oglesby  to  myself.  He  was  a noble  and  gallant  officer.  Capt. 
Kobert  Wilson  was  dangerously  wounded  in  the  action,  whose  loss  I 
severely  felt.  Capt.  Joseph  M.  Hanna  (color  company)  next  fell,  dan- 
gerously if  not  mortally  wounded,  cheering  his  men  to  die  by  their  colors. 
Lieutenant  Marsh,  Company  B,  and  Lieut.  H.  A.  Sheetz  (color  com- 
])any),  both  fell  dead  at  tlieir  i^osts,  examples  of  true  valor.  Lieut. 
John  M.  Lowry  was  severely  wounded,  but  did  not  leave  the  field.  Lieu- 
tenants Monroe  and  Dennison  were  slightly  wounded,  but  did  not  leave 
the  field.  C.apt.  James  M.  Ashmore  being  absent  sick,  Captain  Harvey 
was  on  duty  as  senior  captain,  and  is  entitled  to  much  praise  for  his  cool 
bearing. 

Accompanying  i)lease  find  a list  of  killed  and  wounded.^ 

[F.  L.  EHOADS,] 

William  C.  Clark,  Lieutenant- Colonel. 

Acthig  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Ko.  9. 

Report  of  Capt.  Samuel  B.  Maries^  Eighteenth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Fort  Donelson,  February  22,  1802. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  Order  Ko.  — I have  the  honor  to  report  to 
you  the  i:)art  taken  by  the  Eighteenth  Eegiment  Illinois  Volunteers  in 
the  recent  engagement  at  this  place. 

* Embodied  iu  division  return,  p.  182. 
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On  the  night  of  the  12th  instant,  being  the  right  of  your  brigade,  we 
camped  upon  a hill  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  batteries,  about  300  yards 
distant.  After  forming  a line  of  battle,  we  sent  out  a portion  of  two 
companies  to  deploy  as  skirmishers  to  the  front,  who  ^approached  the 
enemy’s  pickets  and  fired  upon  them,  killing  2 men  and  wounding  4 
and  driving  them  in  in  disorder.  The  regiment  was  then  ordered  back 
by  you  a short  distance  to  a point  less  exposed  to  the  enemy’s  batteries, 
where  it  remained  on  arms  during  the  night  without  fires.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  13th  instant  we  were  advanced  to  the  right  and  in  line  with 
the  enemy’s  breastworks  for  a short  distance.  During  the  day  frequent 
skirmishes  took  place  between  our  scouts  and  those  of  the  enemy.  In 
the  afternoon,  in  comtiliance  with  your  order,  we  advanced  over  the 
hill,  and  within  200  yards  of  the  enemy’s  breastworks.  Here  we  were 
fired  upon,  killing  1 of  our  men  and  wounding  4.  We  then  (with  a view 
of  storming  their  batteries)  advanced  to  within  about  50  yards  of  their 
intrenchmeuts,  where  we  remained  under  cover  of  the  bushes  during  the 
remainder  of  the  evening.  A movement  against  them  at  that  time  being 
deemed  impracticable  by  you,  Ave  retired  to  our  position  of  the  morning. 
The  men  remained  with  arms  in  their  hands  during  the  night  j the 
extreme  cold  and  snow  forbade  their  lying  down. 

On  the  following  day  nothing  of  importance  occurred,  save  a few  occa- 
sional skirmishes  with  the  enemy.  The  succeeding  night,  being  inclement 
and  cold,  was  spent  as  the  preceding  one.  On  the  morning  ot  the  15th 
Ace  were  aroused  about  daybreak  by  a rapid  and  heavy  firing  upon  our 
right  and  front.  The  regiment  was  speedily  formed  into  line,  and  in  a 
very  few  minutes  Ave  receh^ed  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  the  engagement 
became  general  along  the  right  Aving.  It  soon  became  apparent  that 
the  enemy  were  forcing  back  the  regiments  upon  our  riglit,  as  they 
approached  us  diagonally,  their  line  forming  an  angle  of  about  20  degrees 
Avith  ours.  The  enemy,  so  far  as  we  were  able  to  distinguish  through 
the  brush,  appeared  to  approach  in  columns  six  or  eight  files  deep,  adopt- 
ing a mode  similar  to  that  of  street  fighting,  firing  and  falling  back. 
So  rapid  was  their  firing,  it  was  almost  impossible  to  distinguish  an 
interval.  Our  men  stood  their  ground  well,  conducting  themselves  with 
remarkable  coolness  and  bravery.  Early  in  the  engagement  Colonel 
Lawler  was  seA^erely  wounded  in  the  arm,  but  did  not  retire  from  the 
field.  Captain  Brush,  acting  lieutenant-colonel,  A\ms  in  charge  of  the 
right  wing,  and  myself,  acting  as  major,  that  ot  the  left. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  engagement  an  order  Avas  given  on  the  right 
to  march  by  the  right  flank,  for  the  imrpose  of  extending*  our  lines  in 
that  direction.  This  order  Avas  unfortunately  unheard  on  the  left,  and 
in  consequence  our  regiment  Avas  divided — the  greater  portion  being 
with  the  right  wing;  but  the  enemy  poured  in  in  such  oAmrvvTelming 
numbers  and  with  such  rapidity,  that  both  wings  Avere  speedily  flanked 
by  them  and  almost  surrounded.  The  majority  of  our  men  had  exhausted 
their  ammunition  and  further  resistance  seemed  useless.  It  Avas  deemed 
prudent  to  retire.  Both  wings  fell  back  in  good  order,  and  reformed  in 
the  valley  to  the  rear.  We  then  marched  some  distance  to  the  left  and 
in  rear  of  our  lines,  when  we  were  furnished  with  ammunition,  and  again 
joined  the  Eighth  Kegiment  of  your  brigade,  and  were  posted  on  a hill 
in  front  of  one  of  the  enemy’s  redoubts,  and  spent  another  sleepless 
night  upon  our  arms.  In  the  morning  we  were  preparing  to  storm  their 
batteries,  when  they  exhibited  the  white  flag,  thus  ending  one  of  the 
severest  contests  ever  fought  upon  the  American  continent. 

I might  mention  here  that  Captain  Brush  was  severely  wounded  dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  the  engagement,  leaving  the  entire  responsibility 
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of  the  command  resting  upon  me.  Of  the  officers  connected  Vvith  this 
command  I cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  commendation.  They, 
with  one  or  two  exceptions,  conducted  themselves  with  remarkable 
coolness  and  intrepidit3^  Colonel  Lawler,  although  severely  wounded, 
remained  on  the  ground  until  the  regiment  had  all  retired,  exhibiting 
throughout  the  trying  scene  a perfect  coolness  and  self-possession.* 
Permit  me  here  to  congratulate  you,  sir,  upon  the*skillful  and  satis- 
factory manner  in  which  you  conducted  your  command. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  MAKKS, 

Captain^  Commanding  FAghteenth  Illinois  Regiment, 
Col.  Richard  J.  Oglesby, 

Commanding  First  Brigade. 


Ro.  10. 

Report  of  Capt.  Jasper  M,  Dresser,  Battery  A,  Illinois  Light  Artillery. 

Port  Donelson,  Fehruary  19,  18G2. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  hand  you  herewith  a report  of  the 
operations  of  my  battery  during  the  battle  before  Port  Douelsou  on  the 
12th,  13th,  14th,  and  15th  instant: 

We  arrived  before  Port  Douelsou  on  the  12th  instant,  and  were 
ordered  by  you  to  the  front  with  one  gun,  with  which  we  opened  lire 
upon  the  enemy’s  camp  at  a distance  of  three-quarters  of  a mile.  We 
expended  in  this  lire  21  shells  under  your  direction.  The  result  was  to 
disperse  a body  of  infantry  which  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  and 
to  compel  the  enemy  to  strike  their  tents  in  that  camp.  During  the 
remainder  of  the  day  we  followed  the  movements  of  your  brigade.  That 
night  we  kiy  in  tlie  woods  with  our  teams  hitched  uj)  and  the  men  with 
their  equipments  on.  The  next  day,  the  13th,  we  again  moved  forward 
under  your  direc'ion,  taking  a position  opposite  to  a four-gun  battery, 
which  we  engaged  and  silenced  in  fifteen  minutes.  We  were  again 
ordered  forward,  when  we  became  engaged  with  a battery  of  two  guns, 
which  was  compelled  to  leave  the  field  in  ten  minutes.  We  again  lim- 
bered up  and  moved  forward  to  position  where  the  batteries  of  Captains 
Schwartz  and  Taylor  were  engaged  with  a battery  of  the  enemy.  By 
our  united  elforts  this  battery  was  silenced  wlien  we  had  expended  but 
five  rounds  with  each  gun.  The  balance  of  the  day  we  were  engaged 
in  shelling  the  enemy’s  camp,  with  what  result  1 am  unable  to  say.  This 
day  we  exhausted  our  ammunition.  On  tlie  14th  we  were  not  engaged. 
We,  however,  received  a supply  of  120.  rounds  in  the  following  propor- 
tions: 75  shells,  30  solid  shot,  and  15  canister. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  we  received  orders  from  General  Mc- 
Clernand  to  report  at  the  place  we  first  opened  upon  the  enemy’s  bat- 
tery on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  and  engaged  a battery  which  had  been 
planted  during  the  night  opposite  to  that  position.  This  we  did  under 
the  fire  of  three  different  batteries.  We  succeeded.,  after  a desperate 
resistance,  in  forcing  the  enemy  to  withdraw  their  batteries  and  leave 
us  masters  of  the  field.  We  were  then  o.rdered  back  to  onr  cam})  and 
to  hold  ourselves  in  readiness  to  move  forward.  About  3 o’clock  we 
were  ordered  to  the  i)Osition  which  we  occupied  in  the  morning.  Wo 

* List  of  casualties  shows  53  killed,  158  wounded,  and  18  missmg. 
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engaged  the  batteries  which  had  been  replaced,  and  in  ten  minutes  had 
expended  our  last  shot,  when  I ordered  my  men  to  limber  to  the  rear. 
We  retired  under  a galling  fire  of  grape  and  canister. 

In  this  short  engagement  Harman  Greathouse  was  wounded  in  the 
hand  by  a piece  of  shell  and  NTicholas  Myers  was  struck  by  a spent 
grape.  Sergeant  Harding,  while  pointing  his  gun,  was  severely  injured 
by  the  bursting  of  a shell  within  a few  inches  of  his  head.  The  con- 
cussion injured  his  brain,  and  he  now  lies  in  the  hospital  in  a critical 
condition. 

I cannot  too  highly  iiraise  the  coolness  of  my  little  band  while  under 
the  enemy^s  fire.  Second  Lieut.  H.  0.  Barger,  the  only  commissioned 
officer  with  me,  disi)layed  great  coolness  and  daring,  and  was  always 
to  be  found  at  his  post,  doing  his  duty  as  a faithful  officer  and  brave 
man. 

AU  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I am,  dear  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JASPER  M.  DRESSER, 
Captain  Artillery  Company  A,  First  Brigade, 

Col.  Richard  J.  Oglesby, 

Commanding  First  Brigade, 


Ko.  11. 

Report  of  Col.  V^Hlliam  H.  L.  Wallace,  Eleventh  Illinois  Infantry,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  First  Division, 

Z7.  S.  Advance  Forces,  Fort  Vonelson,  Tenn.,  February  17,  1862. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol]owii»g  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  my  brigade  trom  the  time  of  leaving  Fort  Henry,  on  the  11th 
instant,  up  to  the  16th  instant,  when  the  Federal  forces  entered  this  for- 
tification. 

My  brigade,  as  formed  by  order  of  General  U.  S.  Grant,  commanding 
the  District  of  Cairo,  consisted  of  tlie  Eleventh  Illinois  Infantry,  Lieut. 
Col.  T.  E.  G.  Ransom  commanding  j the  Twentieth  Illinois  Infantry, 
Col.  C.  C.  Marsh  commanding;  the  Forty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry,  Col. 
John  E.  Smith  commanding;  the  Forty-eighth  Illinois  Infantry,  Col.  I. 
H.  Haynie  commanding;  the  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Col.  T.  Lyle 
Dickey  commanding;  Capt.  EzraTayloPs  Chicago  Light  Battery  B,  First 
Illinois  Artillery,  four  6-pounder  field  guns  and  two  12-pounder  how- 
itzers, and  Capt.  E.  McAllistePs  battery  of  three  24-pounder  howitzers, 
First  Illinois  Artillery — the  whole  constituting  tlie  Second  Brigade  of 
the  First  Division,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  John  A.  McClernand,  and 
containing  about  3,400  efiective  men  of  all  arms. 

About  noon  of  the  11th  instant,  while  in  camp  at  Fort  Henry,  I re- 
ceived orders  from  General  McClernand  to  put  the  infantry  and  artil- 
lery of  my  brigade  on  the  march,  and  move  out  3 or  4 miles  on  the  Tele- 
graph road  towards  this  place.  At  4 o’clock  p.  m.  the  forces  designated 
marched  out  and  encamped  on  the  road  4 miles  from  Fort  Henry.  At 
sunrise  on  the  next  day  (the  12th  instant)  1 was  joined  by  Colonel 
Dickey’s  cavalry,  and  marched  with  my  whole  command  by  the  Tele- 
graph road  towards  Fort  Donelson,  keeping  up  frequent  communica- 
tion with  Colonel  Oglesby’s  First  Brigade,  which  was  moving  at  the 
same  time  by  the  Ridge  road.  Colonel  Dickey’s  cavalry  thoroughly 


Chap.  XVII.]  CAPTUEE  OF  FOET  DONELSON,  TENN.  193 

recoDnoitcring  the  country  as  the  column  marched.  Soon  after  noon  I 
came  in  sight  of  the  enemy^s  encamiiments  on  the  opposite  side  of  a 
creek  about  a mile  in  advance.  Having  caused  the  roads  to  be  recon- 
noitered,  and  finding  the  creek  impassable  on  account  of  backwater  from 
the  Cumberland,  I moved  to  the  right  up  the  creek,  and  efi'ected  a junc- 
tion with  Colonel  Oglesby’s  brigade  in  the  low  grounds  west  of  Fort 
Donelson,  where  heavy  wooded  hills  intervened  between  us  and  the 
enemy’s  position.  Colonel  Dickey’s  cavalry  was  again  thrown  torward, 
and  occupied  the  heights  and  thoroughly  scouted  and  reconnoitered  the 
ground  in  front.  Colonel  Oglesby’s  brigade  moved  ni)  the  Paris  road 
to  the  south  of  Fort  Donelson,  while  I threw  my  brigade  by  its  front 
onto  the  heights,  dragging  the  artillery  up  the  steep,  wooded  hills. 

After  further  recounoitering,  the  brigade  advanced  and  occupied  a 
ridge  south  of  the  center  of  the  enemy’s  fortifications,  with  its  right 
resting  on  the  left  of  Colonel  Oglesby’s  brigade.  ’ Some  slight  skirmish- 
ing occurred  here,  and  after  resting  in  this  iiosition  for  an  hour  or  more 
and  further  recounoitering,  in  accordance  with  orders  from  General 
McClernand  I moved  the  brigade  by  the  right  flank,  following  Colonel 
Oglesby’s  brigade  across  the  valley  towards  the  left  of  the  enemy’s  posi- 
tion. By  this  time  it  wms  dark,  and  Colonel  Oglesby’s  right  becoming 
involved  in  ground  which  had  not  been  reconnoitered,  and  which  was 
very  hilly  and  covered  with  a dense  growth  of  underbrush,  I was  ordered 
by  the  general  commanding  the  division  to  return  to  the  position  on  the 
WTst  ot  the  vallej",  which  I did,  moving  by  the  left  flank,  where  my 
brigade  rested  lor  the  night. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  the  enemy  opened  fire  with 
his  artillery  from  the  middle  redoubt.  Soon  afterwards,  by  order  of 
General  McClernand,  I marched  the  Eleventh,  Twentieth,  and  Forty- 
fifth  Eegiments,  and  Taylor’s  battery  to  the  right  across  the  valley,  leav- 
ing McAllister’s  battery,  supported  by  the  Forty-eighth  Illinois,  on  the 
ridge  west  of  the  valley,  and  ordered  Colonel  Dickey’s  cavalry  to  move 
in  rear  with  detachments  thrown  toward  the  right  to  reconnoiter  toward 
the  Cumberland  and  Dover.  Beaching  the  high  grounds  east  of  the 
valley,  Taylor’s  battery  was  put  in  position  on  the  road  leading  up  to 
Dover,  where  the  left  of  the  enemy’s  line  rested  behind  earthworks  and 
intrenchinents,  strengthened  by  strong  abatis  in  front.  The  whole  force 
continue(i  to  move  steadily  to  the  right.  Colonel  Oglesby’s  brigade 
leading,  the  artillery  of  his  brigade  and  Taylor’s  battery  moving  on  the 
load,  while  the  infantry  was  in  rear  of  and  near  to  the  road.  Along 
this  road  the  artillery  advanced,  taking  successive  positions  to  the  right, 
and  keeping  up  a constant  cannonade  on  the  enemy’s  works  on  the  right 
and  in  the  middle  redoubt  across  the  valley.  The  open  space  afforded 
a tine  opportunity  for  artillery  practice  at  long  range,  and  the  fire  of 
Taylor’s,  Schwartz’s,  and  Dresser’s  guns,  warmly  returned  by  those  of 
the  enemy  in  the  middle  redoubt  and  the  works  on  his  left,  presented  a 
rare  example  of  the  use  of  that  arm  of  the  service. 

About  noon  I was  ordered  by  General  McClernand  to  detach  the 
Forty-eighth  Eegiment  (Colonel  Haynie)  to  operate  with  the  Seven- 
teenth Illinois  (Major  Smith  commanding)  and  the  Forty-ninth  Illinois 
(Colonel  Morrison),  of  the  Third  Brigade,  in  making  an  assault  on  the 
enemy’s  middle  redoubt  on  the  hill  west  of  the  valley,  sui)])orted  by  the 
fire  of  McAllister’s  guns.  This  force  was  under  command  of  Colonel 
Haynie  as  senior  colonel.  They  formed  in  line  and  advanced  in  fine 
order  across  the  intervening  ravines,  and  mounted  the  steep  lieight  on 
which  these  works  are  situated  in  the  most  gallant  mai  ner,  and  under 
13  R R — YOL  VII 
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a heavy  lire  of  musketry  from  the  enemy  posted  in  the  line  of  earth- 
works. They  advanced  np  the  hill,  delivering  their  tire  with  coolness 
and  precision.  The  line  not  being  long  enough  to  envelop  the  works, 
by  order  of  General  McClernand  I detached  the  Forty-fifth  Illinois 
(Colonel  Smith)  to  their  support  on  the  right.  This  regiment  advanced 
in  beautiful  order  down  the  slope,  across  the  valley,  and  up  the  opposite 
steep,  with  skirmishers  deployed  in  front,  and  were  soon  warmly  en- 
gaged. 

These  operations  had  given  the  enemy  time  to  re-enforce  this  position 
with  strong  bodies  of  infantry  from  his  reserves  in  rear  and  field  artil- 
lery, which  opened  a destructive  tire  on  the  advancing  line.  The  roll 
of  musketry  showed  the  enemy  in  powerful  force  behind  his  earthworks. 
Notwithstanding,  our  forces  charged  gallantly  up  the  heights  to  the  very 
foot  of  the  works,  which  were  rendered  impassable  by  the  sharp  and 
strong  points  of  brush-wood  in  which  it  was  built.  All  the  regiments 
engaged  in  this  daring  attempt  suffered  more  or  less  from  the  enemy’s 
tire.  In  the  mean  time  the  enemy  began  to  show  himself  in  strength  in 
his  intrenchments  in  front  of  Colonel  Oglesby’s  brigade.  Schwartz’s 
battery  was  advanced  along  the  road  to  within  300  yards  of  the  works, 
but  being  without  canister,  they  were  withdrawn,  and  by  General  Mc- 
Clernand’s  order  I directed  Captain  Taylor  to  throw  forward  two  sec- 
tions of  his  battery  to  that  position.  The  position  being  beyond  the 
right  of  my  line,  the  infantry  support  was  to  be  furnished  from  Colonel 
Oglesby’s  brigade,  which  was  immediately  in  the  rear.  These  sections 
took  their  positions  under  a most  galling  fire  of  rifles  and  musketry 
from  the  enemy’s  lines.  The  ground  was  covered  with  brush,  and  some 
time  was  required  to  put  the  guns  in  position,  and  during  this  time  the 
enemy’s  fire  was  very  galling,  and  Taylor’s  men  sutfered  somewhat  from 
its  efi'ects.  As  soon  as  his  position  was  gained,  however,  the  rapid  and 
well-directed  fire  of  the  sections  soon  silenced  the  enemy.  The  coolness 
and  daring  of  the  oflicers  and  men  of  these  sections,  directed  by  Captain 
Taylor  in  person,  are  worthy  of  high  praise.  The  Forty-eighth,  Forty- 
fifth,  Forty-ninth,  and  Seventeenth  Eegiments  having  been  ordered  to 
return  from  the  hill  where  they  had  so  gallantly  Assaulted  the  enemy’s 
works,  the  Forty-fifth  and  Forty-eighth  resumed  their  position  in  my 
line,  and  Colonel  Morrison,  commanding  the  Seventeenth  and  Forty- 
ninth,  having  been  wounded  in  this  assault,  those  regiments  were  tem- 
porarily attached  to  my  brigade,  and  acted  under  my  orders  during  the 
subsequent  operations  until  noon  of  the  15th. 

The  night  of  the  13th  was  one  of  great  suffering  and  hardship  to  the 
whole  command.  We  lay  within  point-blank  musket  and  rifle  range  of 
the  enemy’s  breastworks,  and  at  dark  a storm  of  rain,  soon  turning  to 
snow  and  accompanied  by  severe  blasts,  beat  upon  our  unprotected 
ranks.  The  pickets  of  the  enemy  were  out  in  strong  force,  and  a con- 
stant firing  between  their  pickets  and  our  own  was  kept  up  during  the 
night.  The  spirits  of  the  men,  animated  and  encouraged  by  the  con- 
duct of  the  officers,  never  flagged,  notwithstanding  they  were  without 
tents  or  fires  and  exposed  to  the  fierce  storm  and  assailed  by  the 
enemy’s  shot.  During  the  night  it  was  evident  the  enemy  was  receiv- 
ing large  re-enforcements,  and  wdien  morning  broke  on  the  14th  it 
showed  that  they  had  been  busy  dining  the  night  in  erecting  new  works 
in  commanding  positions  and  mounting  them  with  guns.  McAllister’s  j 
battery  was  ordered  from  the  other  side  of  the  valley  and  put  into 
position  on  the  road.  During  this  day  my  brigade  occupied  a position 
a little  in  the  rear  of  the  road  and  under  cover  of  the  brow  of  the  hill, 
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the  right  resting  on  the  left  of  Colonel  Oglesby^s  line,  and  being  within 
300  or  400  yards  of  the  salient  angle  of  the  enemy’s  works  on  his  left. 
We  lay  in  this  position  most  of  the  day,  the  order  of  the  regiments  from 
right  to  left  being  as  follows:  Eleventh,  Twentieth,  Forty-eighth,  Forty- 
fifth,  Forty-ninth,  and  Seventeenth.  Taylor’s  battery  was  posted  at  the 
interval  between  the  Seventeenth  and  Forty-ninth,  and  McAllister’s 
guns  were  distributed  along  the  front.  Dickey’s  cavalry  were  in  rear 
and  to  the  right,  to  observe  the  enemy  and  guard  the  flank.  Under  in- 
structions from  General  McClernand  I commenced  the  construction  of 
a small  earthwork  on  the  road  to  cover  three  or  four  guns.  Mr.  Tresil- 
ian,  of  the  Forty-ninth  Regiment,  had  charge  of  the  work,  which  was 
completed  during  the  night,  and  two  of  McAllister’s  guns  and  a 10- 
])Ounder  rifled  gun  of  the  First  Missouri  Artillery  were  iilaced  in  it  the 
next  morning.  During  the  whole  of  the  14th  a rambling  and  irreg- 
ular fire  of  sharpshooters  was  kept  up,  varied  by  occasional  dis- 
charges of  artillery.  The  enemy’s  shells  and  round  shot  fell  at  times 
thickty  within  my  lines,  but  casualties  were  few. 

At  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  the  enemy  threw  a heavy 
force  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  supported  by  field  artillery  and  his  bat- 
teries within  the  works  of  his  intrenchments,  and  commenced  a vigor- 
ous assault  on  the  right  flank  of  the  whole  line.  This  attack  was  com- 
menced and  continued  with  great  spirit,  and  gradually  drove  back  our 
extreme  right.  About  7 o’clock  a.  m.  fhe  Eleventh  and  Twentieth  Illi- 
nois, on  my  right,  became  engaged  with  a heavy  force  of  the  enemy’s 
infantry.  They  charged  up  the  hill  and  gained  the  road  in  front  of  my 
position,  but  the  moment  the  rebel  flag  appeared  above  the  crest  of  the 
hill  a storm  of  shot  from  the  Eleventh  and  Twentieth  drove  them  back 
in  confusion.  Again  a new  and  fresh  line  of  infantry  appeared,  and  I 
ordered  the  whole  line,  except  the  Seventeenth  and  the  left  wing  of  the 
Forty-ninth,  to  advance  and  occupy  the  hill.  The  Eleventh,  Twentieth, 
Forty-eighth,and  Forty-fifth,  with  a portion  of  the  Forty-ninth,  advanced 
boldly  and  in  fine  order  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  where  they  were  exposed 
uncovered  not  only  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  infantry,  but  to  a raking 
fire  from  one  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  of  artillery  across  the  valley. 
They  opened  their  fire,  supported  by  Taylor’s  battery  and  two  of  McAl- 
lister’s guns  (one  having  been  disabled  by  a shot  from  the  enemy’s  can- 
non), and  for  some  time  the  conflict  was  strong  and  fierce ; but  at  length 
the  strong  masses  of  the  enemy’s  infantry  gave  way  before  the  steady, 
well-directed,  and  continued  fire  of  the  right  of  my  line.  They  fell  back, 
however,  only  to  give  place  to  another  line  of  fresh  troops  who  advanced 
to  their  support,  and  who  were  also  compelled,  by  the  steady,  unflinch- 
ing valor  of  our  men,  to  give  way. 

In  the  mean  time  there  were  indications  that  the  enemy  were  gaining 
some  advantages  on  the  right  of  the  whole  line.  Ee-enforcements,  con- 
sisting of  Kentucky  and  Indiana  troops,  had  been  sent  forward  past  my 
position  to  support  the  right,  but  notwithstanding  this  it  became  evi- 
dent to  me  from  the  sounds  and  from  the  direction  of  the  enemy’s  shot, 
which  began  to  rake  my  line  from  the  rear  of  my  right,  that  the  right  of 
the  line  was  giving  way.  My  orders  being  peremptory  to  hold  that  por- 
tion of  the  line  occupied  by  my  brigade  to  the  last  extremity,  I sent  one 
of  my  aides  to  General  McClernand,  with  information  of  the  state  of 
affairs,  and  to  express  my  fears  that  my  right  flank  would  be  completely 
turned  unless  re-enforcements  should  be  speedily  sent  to  that  quarter. 
Finding  that  no  re-enforcements  were  within  reach,  and  General  McCler- 
nand having  left  me  discretion  to  withdraw  if  I found  my  position  unten- 
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able,  and  seeing  that  the  enemy  steadily  advanced  on  my  right  flank 
and  was  speedily  gaining  my  rear,  and  many  of  the  corps  having  ex- 
hausted their  ammunition,  I gave  orders  to  move  the  whole  brigade  to 
the  rear  up  the  road,  with  a view  of  forming  a new  line  of  battle.  Before 
this  order  was  given  all  the  troops  on  the  right  of  my  brigade  had  fallen 
back  except  the  Thirty -flrst  Illinois,  Col.  John  A.  Logan,  who  occupied 
the  left  of  Colonel  Oglesby ^s  brigade.  Immediately  adjoining  the  Thirty- 
first  and  on  the  right  of  my  line  was  the  Eleventh  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col. 

T.  E.  G.  Bansom  commanding.  When  the  order  to  retire  was  given 
it  failed  to  reach  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ransom,  who  with  the  Eleventh 
Regiment  was  gallantly  supporting  the  Thirty-first  against  a fierce  on- 
slaught on  their  right.  Rapidly  as  gaps  were  opened  in  the  ranks  by 
the  enemy’s  fire  they  were  as  promptly  closed  to  the  right,  and  the 
shortening  front  alone  showed  the  destructiveness  of  that  fire.  Soon  the 
Thirty -first,  their  ammunition  having  failed,  retired,  and  the  Eleventh 
took  their  place,  changing  front  to  the  rear  under  a most  galling  fire 
with  all  the  coolness  and  precision  of  veterans.  In  the  mean  time  the 
order  to  retire  was  being  executed  in  good  order  by  the  other  regiments 
of  the  brigade.  The  character  of  the  ground  rendered  it  impossible  for 
me  to  see  the  whole  line  at  once,  and  when  the  Eleventh  changed  their 
front  they  were  exposed  to  a fire  in  front  and  on  both  flanks,  and  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  charging  upon  their  flank  they  were  thrown  into  some 
confusion,  and  retired,  but  steadily  and  in  comparatively  good  order. 
After  falling  back  some  half  a mile  I halted  the  brigade,  and  as  speedily 
as  possible  procured  a supply  of  ammunition  and  formed  a second  line 
of  battle.  At  this  point  Colonel  Ross,  of  the  Seventeenth  Illinois, 
arrived  on  the  field  and  took  command  of  the  Seventeenth  and  Eorty- 
niutli  Regiments,  and  we  were  re-enforced  by  some  troops  of  General 
Lew.  Wallace’s  division,  and  with  their  aid  and  the  assistance  of  Taylor’s 
artillery  and  some  pieces  of  Dresser’s  and  Willard’s  batteries  the  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy  was  checked  and  he  was  driven  within  his  intrench- 
ments,  leaving  a large  number  of  his  dead  and  wounded  on  the  field. 

At  night  my  brigade  was  withdrawn  to  a hill  between  the  valleys,  so 
as  to  be  within  easy  STipporting  distance  of  either  wing,  when  I rested 
until  morning.  With  morning  (the  Ifith)  came  the  news  that  the  enemy 
had  surrendered.  The  whole  brigade  was  instantly  formed  and  marched 
down  the  valley  into  the  center  of  the  enemy’s  works,  where  we  hoisted 
the  Union  flag  upon  the  inner  intrenchments  of  the  fort  and  fired  a 
Federal  salute  from  Taylor’s  battery.  Dickey’s  cavalry  were  so  disposed 
as  to  cover  all  the  approaches  and  prevent  the  escape  of  prisoners,  and 
rendered  very  effective  service  in  securing  and  bringing  in  prisoners 
during  the  day. 

Would  that  my  task  could  end  here,  with  the  record  of  the  endurance, 
bravery,  and  heroism  of  our  troops,  crowned  as  it  was  with  such  signal 
success.  The  loss  of  my  brigade  has  been  heavy,  as  the  annexed  list  of 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing  will  show.*  The  right  of  my  line  was  more 
heavily  engaged  on  the  15th  than  any  other  portion,  though  all  were 
under  heavy  fire  for  hours.  The  Eleventh  Regiment,  being  posted  on  the 
right  of  my  line,  suffered  more  than  any  other  regiment,  having  G7  killed 
on  the  field.  The  Twentieth  Regiment,  which  stood  next  to  the  Eleventh, 
was  the  next  heaviest  sufferer,  having  18  killed  on  the  field.  The  Forty- 
eighth,  Forty-fifth,  Forty-ninth,  and  Seventeenth  each  suffered  a con-  ji 
siderable  loss  on  the  15th,  in  addition  to  the  loss  in  the  operations  of  the  j 
13th.  In  my  original  brigade  every  lieutenant-colonel  of  infantry  was  | 
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either  killed  or  wounded.  On  the  15th  Lieutenant-Coloind  Erwin,  of  the 
Twentieth  Illinois,  while  nobly  animating  his  men  and  adding  new  laurels 
to  those  he  so  nobly  won  at  Buena  Vista,  was  struck  down  by  a cannon 
shot  from  the  enemy^s  battery.  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  11.  Smith,  Forty- 
eighth  Illinois,  had  distinguished  himself  in  the  gallant  attack  of  the 
13th,  he  being  in  command  of  his  regiment  on  that  occasion;  Colonel 
llaynie,  as  senior  colonel,  being  in  command  of  the  whole  force  detached 
on  that  service.  Early  in  the  engagement  of  the  15th  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Smith,  while  leading  his  men  up  the  hill  to  meet  the  enemy,  received 
a mortal  wound,  of  which  he  died  in  about  an  hour.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Eansom,  commanding  Eleventh  Illinois,  was  struck  in  the  shoulder  by 
a Minie  ball.  Merely  calling  Major  Kevins  to  the  command  till  his  wound 
could  be  temporarily  dressed,  he  resumed  the  command  and  remained 
with  his  regiment  throughout  the  day.  Lieut.  Col.  J.  A.  Maltby,  of  the 
Forty-fifth  Eegiment,  while  encouraging  and  animating  his  men,  was 
shot  through  the  thigh,  and  severely,  though  I trust  not  fatally,  wounded. 

I cannot  find  words  in  which  fittingly  to  express  the  debt  of  obli- 
gation and  gratitude  I bear  to  the  officers  commanding  corps  for  the 
promi:>t,  fearless,  and  cool  manner  in  which  my  commands  were  carried 
out.  In  every  instance  except  one  (and  that  resulted  from  the  stu- 
pidity of  an  orderly)  my  orders  were  perfectly  understood  and  carried 
into  effect  with  promptness  and  perfect  order.  I have  already  spoken 
of  the  part  borne  by  the  Eleventh  Illinois,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Eansom.  Both  he  and  Major  Kevins  are  deserving  of  the  attention  of 
the  Department.  Col.  C.  C.  Marsh,  of  the  Twentieth  Illinois,  exhibited 
the  utmost  courage,  coolness,  and  self-possession  on  the  field,  managing 
his  men  with  all  the  order  of  parade.  Major  Eichards,  of  the  Twentieth, 
also  acted  with  great  bravery.  Colonel  Haynie  and  Major  Sanford,  of 
the  Forty-eighth;  Col.  John  E.  Smith  and  Maj.  M.  Smith,  of  the  Forty- 
fifth  ; Lieutenant-Colonel  Pease,  of  the  Forty-ninth ; and  Captain  Bush, 
commanding  Sev^enteenth  Illinois,  all  distinguished  themselves  by  their 
bravery,  and  contributed  by  their  example  to  the  attainment  ot  the  brill- 
iant result. 

The  conduct  of  Capt.  Ezra  Taylor,  commanding  Light  Battery  B,  dur- 
ing the  whole  series  of  engagements  was  such  as  to  distinguish  him  as  a 
daring,  yet  cool  and  sagacious  ofiicer.  Pushing  his  guns  into  positions 
that  were  swept  by  the  enemy’s  shot,  he  in  person  directed  the  posting 
of  his  sections,  and  in  many  instances  himself  sighted  the  guns.  Such 
conduct  found  its  natural  reflection  in  the  perfect  order  and  brav^ery  that 
characterized  his  entire  command.  His  battery  of  six  pieces  fired  1,700 
rounds  of  fixed  ammunition  during  the  engagement,  being  an  average  of 
about  284  rounds  to  the  gun. 

McAllister’s  guns  did  good  service.  They  were  three  24-pounder  how- 
itzers, without  caissons  and  with  a limited  supply  of  ammunition  and 
without  a full  complement  of  men.  One  of  them  lost  a wheel,  shot  away 
on  the  13th,  but  supiflied  it  from  the  limber.  On  the  15th  the  trail  of 
another  howitzer  was  broken,  and  it  was  rendered  useless.  They  fired 
all  their  ammunition,  about  50  rounds  to  the  piece. 

The  cavalry  of  the  brigade  (Fourth  Illinois,  Colonel  Dickey)  did 
excellent  service  in  reconnoiteriiig  and  in  holding  the  enemy  in  check 
on  the  right.  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCullough,  Major  Wallace,  Captain 
Eockwood,  and  Captain  Townsend  are  worthy  of  particular  mention 
for  services  rendered.  The  field  music  and  bands  of  the  severaFregi- 
ments  and  corps  rendered  very  effective  servflce  in  taking  care  of  tlie 
wounded,  especially  in  the  Eleventh  and  Twentieth  Eegi meats.  The 
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band  of  the  Eleventh  lost  their  instruments.  The  surgeons  and  hos- 
])ilal  assistants  of  the  entire  command  performed  their  i)ainful  but 
important  duties  in  a manner  highly  creditable.  To  Surgeon  Good- 
brake,  acting  brigade  surgeon,  I feel  under  especial  obligations.  Sur- 
geons Kittoe,  of  the  Forty-filth ; Long,  of  the  Eleventh  ; Assistant  Sur- 
geons Hunt,  of  the  Eleventli ; Luce,  of  the  Fourth  Cavalry  j and  Young, 
of  the  Forty-eighth  Illinois,  also  rendered  valuable  assistance.  I wish 
also  to  return  thanks  to  Surgeon  Edgar,  of  the  Thirty- second  Illinois, 
for  attention  to  the  wounded  of  my  command.  Chaplains  Pearson,  of 
the  Eleventh,  and  Button,  of  the  Twentieth,  and  Woodward,  of  the 
Forty -fifth,  were  indefatigable  in  their  attentions  to  the  wounded  and  in 
collecting  and  burying  the  dead. 

I wish  also  to  call  the  attention  of  the  general  commanding  the  division 
to  the  conduct  and  bearing  of  my  staff — Lieut.  Israel  P.  Eumsey,  of  Tay- 
lor’s battery,  aide-de-camp  and  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  and 
Lieut.  Guyon  I.  Davis,  Eleventh  Illinois,  acting  brigade  quartermaster 
ana  commissary,  also  aide-de-camp.  Active,  intelligent,  ardent,  and 
brave,  they  were  ever  ready  to  render  any  aid  in  their  power,  riding  to 
every  part  of  the  field  amid  tbe  hottest  ot  the  fire,  and  by  their  daring 
and  coolness  contributing  much  toward  the  success  of  the  day.  Artifi- 
cer George  E.  Church,  of  Taylor’s  battery,  who  acted  as  one  of  my  order- 
lies, is  worthy  of  commendation  for  bravery  and  self-possession  on  the 
field. 

Many  instances  of  individual  daring  occurred  that  are  worthy  of  men- 
tion, but  where  all  acted  their  part  so  nobly  comparisons  seem  invidious. 
I cannot  forbear  citing  two  instances,  to  which  my  attention  has  been 
called  by  commanders  of  regiments:  Corporal  Smith,  of  Company  E, 
Seventeenth  Eegiment,  distinguished  himself  by  great  i)ersonal  bravery 
in  skirmishing  with  the  enemy^  Corporal  Armstrong,  of  Company  H, 
Eleventh  Illinois,  when  the  color-sergeant  of  the  regiment  was  shot 
down  and  the  colors  fell,  rushed  to  the  spot,  and  seizing  the  flag  bore  it 
from  the  field  amid  a storm  of  balls.  The  flag  itself  was  riddled  with 
shot. 

In  order  to  a due  appreciation  of  the  courage,  endurance,  and  forti- 
tude of  the  men  by  whom  this  victory  has  been  won,  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  they  marched  from  Fort  Henry  without  transportation  or 
tents  or  rations  except  what  they  carried  5 that  they  were  exposed  for 
three  days  and  nights  without  tents  and  almost  without  fires — being  so 
near  the  enemy’s  lines  as  to  render  fires  imprudent  j that  the  weather 
was  extremely  severe,  two  nights  they  were  thus  exposed  being  accom- 
panied with  driving  snow-storms  and  severe  cold;  that  during  the 
whole  three  days  they  were  under  fire,  and  were  compelled  to  bivouac 
in  line  of  battle  with  their  arms  in  their  hands ; added  to  this,  most  of 
them  had  never  seen  a battle,  and  but  few  had  ever  heard  a hostile 
shot.  Under  all  these  circumstances  it  is  certainly  just  matter  of  con- 
gratulation that  so  long  tund  fierce  a conflict  against  an  intrenched 
enemy,  fighting  on  a i:>osition  well  known  to  him,  unknown  to  us,  and 
so  greatly  superior  in  artillery,  has  resulted  so  gloriously’'  for  our  arms. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  L.  WALLACE, 

Colonelj  Commanding  Second  Brigaie,  First  Division, 

Maj.  M.  Brayman, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  First  Division, 
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No.  12. 

Report  of  Lieut  Col  T.  E.  G.  Ransom,  Eleventh  Illinois  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  11th  Inf.,  2d  Brig.,  1st  Div.,  Illinois  Vols., 

Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  18,  18G2. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  move- 
ments of  my  command  daring  the  13th,  14th,  and  15th  instant: 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant  my  command,  consisting  of  nine 
companies  (Comi>any  D having  been  detached  with  Taylor’s  battery), 
officers  and  men  aboat  500,  having  the  right  of  the  brigade,  took  posi- 
tion behind  the  brow  of  a hill  fronting  the  left  of  the  enemy’s  lines  and 
within  easy  musket-range  of  their  breastworks,  which  position  I held 
during  the  day.  Nothing  of  interest  occurred.  Towards  evening  I Avas 
ordered  to  move  to  the  right,  taking  position  in  an  opening  immediately 
in  front  of  a recent  camp  of  the  enemy,  situated  in  a valley  which  passed 
down  through  an  angle  of  the  enemy’s  field  Avorks,  my  right  resting 
about  100  yards  in  front  of  the  left  ol*  the  Thirty-first  Kegiment  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry  and  my  left  on  the  right  of  the  Twentieth  Illinois. 
Early  in  the  evening  strong  pickets  were  thrown  out  along  my  entire 
front  and  on  my  right  flank.  Skirmishing  was  kept  np  at  inteiwals 
during  the  night  betAveen  my  pickets  and  those  of  the  enemjL  Notwith- 
standing a severe  storm  of  rain  and  snow  during  the  Avhole  night,  my 
command  was  under  arms  most  of  the  time.  During  the  14th  instant 
nothing  of  special  interest  occurred.  We  occupied  the  same  position  as 
the  day  before.  Many  sharpshooters,  some  from  my  command  and  some 
from  the  Eourth  Illinois  Cavalry,  did  good  execution  by  iiicking  olf  the 
enemy  as  they  exposed  themselves  above  the  breastworks.  During  the 
night  my  pickets  were  fired  upon  by  the  enemy.  About  midnight, 
when  the  firing  became  heavy,  I ordered  my  men  into  line,  where  they 
remained  for  two  hours. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  the  firing  on  the  extreme 
right  (Colonel  Oglesby’s  brigade)  being  very  heavy,  I again  ordered 
my  men  into  line,  where 'they  remained.  My  inckets  Avere  drawn  in, 
and  I was  attacked  in  front  by  a heaA^y  force  of  the  enemy,  and  after  a 
sharp  fight,  lasting  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  we  repulsed  them 
with  a loss  of  about  15  killed  and  20  wounded.  First  Lieutenant  Boyce, 
Company  G,  fell  at  his  i)Ost  early  in  this  engagement,  urging  his  men 
forward  and  sealing  with  his  blood  the  sacredness  of  his  cause.  But  a 
short  time  elapsed  before  we  were  again  attacked  by  a large  force,  who 
brought  their  colors  up  in  front  of  ours  and  not  OA^er  100  yards  distant, 
Avhen  the  fight  again  commenced  with  renewed  energy. 

How  long  this  conflict  lasted  I am  not  able  to  state,  but  it  was  an 
exceedingly  firm  and  bloody  one,  and  after  great  loss  on  my  part  the 
enemy  again  fell  back.  In  a few  moments  I Avas  again  attacked  by  a 
heavier  force  on  my  right  flank.  I immediately  moved  my  command 
by  the  right  flank  to  the  rear  until  my  right  rested  on  the  left  of  the 
Thirty-first  Illinois  (who  had  been  severely  engaged,  and  braA^ely  main- 
tained their  position  up  to  this  time),  leaving  three  companies  on  my 
left  to  hold  my  first  position  in  front.  While  the  fight  aa'us  raging 
Colonel  Logan,  commanding  the  Thirty-first  Illinois,  informed  me  that 
he  Avas  out  of  ammunition.  Just  at  this  time,  my  Avound  reijuiring 
attention,  I turned  OA^er  the  command  to  IVIajor  Nevins,  avIio  pronqitly 
assumed  the  responsibility  and  bravely  conducted  the  fight.  In  a short 
time,  assuming  command,  I moved  my  regiment  under  a galling  fire  by 
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the  right  flank  to  the  position  lately  occupied  by  the  Thirty-first,  which 
position  I held  nntil  attacked  by  a battalion  of  cavalry  on  and  in  the 
rear  of  my  left  flank,  when  I immediately  .ordered  my  regiment  to  retire. 
The  movement  was  executed,  but  too  late  to  prevent  the  cavalry  from 
getting  in  rear  of  most  of  my  command,  who  bravely  cut  their  way 
through  with  terrible  loss.  I found  what  was  left  of  the  Eleventh  a few 
hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  our  first  position.  Finding  myself  without 
support  and  short  of  ammunition,  my  command  marched  into  the  valley 
below  and  joined  the  brigade,  remaining  with  them  the  balance  of  the 
day.  I append  a hst  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  of  my  com- 
mand.* 

It  is  entirely  unnecessary  for  me  to  speak  in  this  place  of  the  faithful 
and  gallant  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  during 
this  fatal  day,  for  the  record  of  the  killed,  wounde:!,  and  missing  speaks 
in  more  emphatic  language  and  fitting  terms  than  I can  find  words  in  this 
brief  report  to  express;  but  I cannot  fail  here  to  mention  the  invincible 
courage,  bravery,  and  coolness  of  Major  Nevins  and  Adjutant  iJickey, 
always  at  their  posts,  particularly  executing  orders  and  gailantiy  urging 
the  men  to  stem  the  terrible  torrent  both  by  word  and  action;  the  gal- 
lant Shaw,  captain  of  Company  B,  who  was  twice  wounded  but  still 
kept  his  place,  bravely  doing  his  duty  until  stricken  dovui  by  a fatal 
shot;  the  noble  bearing  and  determined  conduct  of  the  color-guard,  all 
of  whom  were  either  kdled  or  wounded,  and  yet  kept  their  colors  flying 
until  none  were  left  but  Corporal  Armstrong,  Company  H,  who,  though 
wounded  and  cut  off  by  the  cavalry,  brought  the  colors  from  the  field, 
and  the  faithful  and  diligent  attention  o‘f  the  surgeons,  assisted  by  the 
members  of  the  band  and  field  music,  to  the  wounded,  in  ])romptly 
carrying  them  from  the  field  and  dressing  their  wounds  and  using  every 
exertion  to  make  them  comfortable. 

I desire  here  to  express  my  grateful  appreciation  of  the  valuable 
services  of  Surgeons  Dow  and  Luce,  of  the  Fourth  Cavalry  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers, and  other  surgeons  whose  names  I do  not  know,  in  administer- 
ing to  the  wants  and  sufferings  of  the  wounded  of  my  command  on  the 
field  after  the  battle. 

Ites])ectfully  submitted. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  F.  G.  EANSOM, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Lleventh  Illinois  Infantry, 

Lieut.  I.  P.  Eumsey, 

Actg.  Asst,  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Brig.,  First  Biv,,  Illinois  Yols. 


No.  13. 

Report  of  Col.  C.  C.  Marsh,  Twentieth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  20th  Inf.,  2d  Brig.,  1st  Div.,  Illinois  Yols., 

Fort  Bonelson,  Tenn.,  February  17,  18G2. 

Sir  : In  comifliance  with  orders  I make  the  following  report  of  the 
movements  of  my  command  during  the  13th,  14th,  and  Ifitli  iustant: 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  my  regiment  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade 
was  formed  in  line  of  battle  near  the  brow  of  the  hill  fronting  the  right 
of  the  enemy’s  fortifications.  Nothing  of  special  interest  affecting  my 
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command  occurred  during  the  day.  Towards  evening  I was  ordered  to 
move  to  the  right  and  took  i)osition  on  a ridge  facing  the  outworks  of 
the  rebels’  left,  the  Eleventh- Illinois  being  on  my  right  and  the  Forty- 
eighth  Illinois  on  my  left.  Shortly  after  taking  position  it  commenced 
raining,  turning  in  a short  time  into  snow,  and  bitterly  cold.  My  regi- 
ment was  under  arms  nearly  the  whole  night,  the  frequent  'skirmishes 
between  our  pickets  and  those  of  the  enemy  leading  me  to  fear  an  attack 
at  any  moment.  At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  I ordered  fires 
started  and  coffee  made  for  my  command,  our  close  proximity  to  the 
enemy  forbidding  the  use  of  fires  during  the  night.  Most  of  this  day 
was  spent  in  watching  the  movements  of  the  enemy  and  employing  my 
sharpshooters  in  picking  off*  the  rebels  as  they  exposed  themselves  above 
the  breastworks.  This  night  was  passed  very  similarly  to  the  i)reced- 
ing  one,  my  men  bearing  the  exposure  to  the  cold  and  the  fatigue  with 
exemplary  patience. 

At  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant  repeated  volleys  of 
musketry  on  the  right  caused  me  to  form  in  line  of  battle.  I soon  ascer- 
tained that  the  firing  was  caused  by  the  enemy’s  attacking  the  First 
Brigade,  Colonel  Oglesby,  iDOSted  on  the  extreme  right  of  our  line.  I 
immediately  strengthened  my  skirmishers,  whom  I had  kept  out  all 
night,  giving  instructions  to  report  from  time  to  time  the  movements  of 
the  enemy,  and,  if  attacked,  to  endeavor  to  drive  back  their  advance, 
and  not  retreat  until  forced  to  do  so  by  superior  force.  Matters  con- 
tinued thus  for  some  two  hours,  the  firing  on  the  right  being  without 
intermission.  At  this  time  the  officers  in  command  of  the  skirmishers 
informed  me  that  the  enemy  were  advancing  in  my  front.  In  a few 
moments  my  advance  were  driven  back,  and  almost  immediately  the 
rebels  api)eared,  coming  over  the  brow  of  the  hill.  Not  waiting  to 
receive  their  attack,  I ordered  my  command  to  advance,  which  they  did 
in  admirable  order,  driving  the  rebels  steadily  before  them  till  they 
broke  and  ran.  Advancing  in  pursuit,  I was  suddenly  met  by  a fresh 
force  of  the  enemy,  who  at  once  opened  fire  upon  me.  Still  moving  for- 
ward, I succeeded  in  forcing  them  to  retreat,  and,  following  them  up  till 
running  short  of  ammunition,  I drew  back  in  good  order  to  my  first 
position,  and  sent  back  for  a fresh  supply  of  ammunition.  I remained 
here  without  further  molestation  from  the  enemy  till  ordered  to  march 
to  the  left.  Shortly  after  taking  my  original  position  the  Eleventh  Illi- 
nois, on  my  right,  became  engaged,  and  at  the  time  of  my  being  ordered 
off*  the  field  were  still  fighting  bravely.  Had  I received  a fresh  supply 
of  ammunition  I would  gladly  have  gone  to  their  assistance. 

I may  be  x)ardoned  for  speaking  with  i)ride  of  the  behavior  of  my 
entire  command,  officers  and  men.  During  the  action  the  fine  order 
and  the  coolness  and  courage  with  which  they  advanced  in  the  face 
of  a terrible  and  continued  fire  meets  my  hearty  commendation.  My 
every  order  was  promptly  and  correctly  executed  and  to  my  complete 
satisfaction. 

Could  my  record  end  here  I would  be  indeed  happy,  but  the  painful 
duty  yet  remains  to  report  the  loss  of  many  of  my  brave  men.  My  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, William  Erwin,  was  killed  quite  early  in  the  action, 
being  struck  in  the  breast  by  a round  shot  from  one  of  the  enemy’s 
guns.  A cool,  brave  officer,  a noble  man,  he  gloriously  fell  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  duty,  adding  in  his  death  new  laurels  he  long  since  won 
on  the  bloody  field  of  Buena  Yista.  His  commander  sadly  regrets  tlie 
occasion  which  calls  forth  this  feeble  tribute  to  his  memory.  Color-Ser- 
geant Newton  and  his  entire  color- guard,  except  one  cori)oral,  were  either 
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killed  or  wounded.  I herewith  append  a list  of  the  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing  of  my  command.  * My  held  music  and  band  were  employed 
during  the  action  in  removing  the  wounded  and  dead  from  the  hdd, 
thus  rendering  efficient  aid  and  permitting  me  to  retain  all  my  hghting 
men  in  the  ranks. 

Tendering  my  congratulations  on  the  glorious  victory  and  capture  of 
Fort  Donelson,  I have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  MAFSH, 

Colonel  TicentietJi  Regiment  Illinois  Inf.,  2d  Brig.,  Illinois  Vols, 
Lieut.  I.  P.  Eumsey, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  2d  Brig.j  Div.^  Illinois  Yols, 


Ko.  14. 

Report  of  Col.  John  E.  Smith,  Forty -fifth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Washburn  Lead  Mine  Eegiment, 

Forty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry  Volunteers, 

Fort  Donelson,  February  17,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  orders  I took  position  with  my  command  on  the 
morning  of  the  15th  instant  on  the  left  of  the  Twentieth  Illinois  Infantry 
and  opposite  to  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy’s  forces.  My  men  were  not 
brought  into  action  until  1 o’clock  p.  m.  of  the  same  day,  at  which  time 
I was  ordered  to  the  support  of  the  Forty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  who 
were  engaging  the  enemy  about  800  yards  from  the  position  I then 
occupied.  This  order  my  regiment  executed  with  promptness  and  stead- 
iness. The  advance  was  made  up  a slope  of  ground  upon  the  summit 
of  which  the  enemy  were  strongly  intrenched  and  from  which  they 
poured  forth  a heavy  and  continued  fire  of  musketry.  NTotwithstanding 
the  severe  ordeal  to  which  my  regiment  was  subjected  in  making  this 
charge  our  line  of  battle  remained  unbroken,  and  the  men  marched 
bravely  on  until  we  reached  a position  in  front  of  the  Forty -ninth  Illi- 
nois Eegiment  and  within  50  yards  of  the  enemy’s  breastworks,  where 
we  halted  and  opened  fire  upon  them  at  this  point.  Our  engagement 
was  sharp,  and  lasted  about  an  hour.  Finding  that  the  rebels  were  in 
great  force,  and  being  unsupported  (the  Forty-ninth  Illinois  having 
retired),  I deemed  it  prudent  to  change  my  position  to  one  in  the  ravine 
that  skirted  the  hill,  and  wait  for  re-enforcements.  In  making  this 
movement,  the  right  wing  retired  first,  under  the  protection  of  the  left 
wing,  the  latter  giving  the  enemy  a murderous  volley,  that  drove  them 
back  behind  their  intrenchments.  While  waiting  for  re-enforcements  I 
received  an  order  to  retire  my  regiment  to  the  right  of  McAllister’s  bat- 
tery. The  retreat  was  made  in  good  order,  the  rear  of  the  battalion 
occasionally  exchanging  shots  with  the  enemy.  During  that  night  and 
the  day  and  night  following  the  action  of  my  regiment  consisted  in 
skirmishing  by  company  with  sharpshooters  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant  an  attack  was  made  by  the  enemy 
upon  McAllister’s  battery.  I immediately  ordered  my  regiment  forward, 
and  with  a charge  drove  the  assailants  back.  This  position  we  held  for 
over  two  hours,  keeping  up  a continual  though  irregular  skirmish  with 
the  rebels.  About  2 o’clock  the  same  day  I received  your  order  to  take 
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position  on  the  right  of  the  Forty-eighth  Illinois,  which  order  T obeyed, 
and  did  not  again  bring  my  regiment  into  action. 

Below  you  will  find  reports  of  losses  sustained  by  the  regiment  in 
the  late  engagement.*  It  will  be  perceived  that  the  mortality  of  the 
regiment  was  slight,  which  is  attributed  to  the  fact  that  my  men  never 
fell  into  confusion. 

Ill  closing  this  report  I cannot  too  highly  commend  the  bravery  of 
both  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command.  No  body  of  soldiers 
were  ever  subjected  to  a more  dangerous  and  exposed  position  than  the 
one  occuijied  by  my  regiment  on  the  13th  instant;  yet  they  did  not 
flinch,  but,  on  the  contrary,  maintained  their  ground  with  the  most  per- 
fect self  possession  and  determined  brav  ery.  They  fought  well,  did 
much  execution,  and  brought  credit  upon  themselves. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  E.  SMITH, 

Colonel.  Commandinq  Forty-fifth  Beqiment  Illinois  Volunteers, 

Col.  W.  H.  L.  Wallace, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade, 


No.  15. 

Reports  of  Colonel  Isham  JV.  Haynie,  Forty-eighth  Illinois  Infantry, 

HeADQUAETEES  FOETY-EiaHTH  ILLINOIS  YOLUNTEEES, 

Fort  Douelson^  February  17,  1862. 

SiE : I have  hesitated  as  to  whether  it  is  properly  my  duty  to  make 
a written  report  of  the  attempt,  on  Thursday,  the  13th  of  February,  by 
the  three  regiments  then  temporarily  under  my  command,  to  storm  the 
enemy’s  redoubts  to  the  south  of  the  main  fort,  from  the  fact  that  the 
action  occurred  under  your  own  immediate  observation.  I have,  how- 
ever, concluded  there  can  be  no  impropriety  in  it,  and  I herewith  sub- 
mit my  report  of  the  same. 

On  the  morning  of  Thursday,  the  13th  instant,  I became  temporarily 
detached  from  the  brigade  under  Col.  W.  H.  L.  Wallace,  of  the  Eleventh 
Illinois  Volunteers,  having  about  the  time  the  brigade  were  ready  to 
move  from  their  camp  grounds  of  the  preceding  night  received  orders 
to  remain  where  the  regiment  had  encamped,  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
porting a battery  which  had  been  placed  immediately  in  front  of  the 
center  of  the  Forty-eighth  Illinois  Volunteers,  under  my  command.  In 
obedience  to  this  order  I remained  with  this  battery,  whilst  the  remainder 
of  the  brigade  moved  to  the  eastward.  During  the  time  I was  thus 
detached  your  orders  were  communicated  to  me;  by  which  I was  directed 
to  form  my  regiment  upon  the  left  of  the  Seventeenth  Illinois  Volun- 
teers— this  last  regiment  then  being  formed  upon  the  left  of  the  Forty- 
ninth  Eegiment  and  both  being  to  my  right,  removed  about  500  yards. 
I at  once  ordered  the  Forty-eighrh  Eegiment  to  be  formed  at  the  point 
indicated,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  done  I proceeded  to  the  extreme  right 
of  the  whole  line  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  Colonel  Morrison, 
before  then  in  command  of  the  Seventeenth  and  Forty-ninth  Eegiments. 
I there  met  Colonel  Morrison,  with  Captain  Stewart,  your  aide,  and  was 
for  the  first  time  then  informed  that  it  was  your  orders  for  these  three 
regiments  (Seventeenth,  Forty-eighth,  and  Forty-ninth)  to  storm  aredoubt 
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of  the  enemy’s  to  our  front  and  not  far  removed  from  ns.  Colonel  Mor- 
rison at  once  expressed  his  willingness  to  yield  command  of  the  column 
to  me  5 and  with  some  reluctance,  not  having  any  orders  from  yon  on 
this  point,  I assumed  command  of  the  same,  and  under  the  direction 
and  guidance  of  Captain  Stewart,  your  aide,  had  them  formed  in  line  of 
battle  in  the  Dover  road,  fronting  toward  the  redoubts,  and  distant  less 
than  a quarter  of  a mile  from  us.  The  order  of  position  of  said  regi- 
ments was  not  changed  by  me,  and  this  placed  Colonel  Morrison  and 
the  Forty-ninth  Eegiment  on  the  right;  the  Seventeenth,  under  Major 
Smith  (colonel  and  lieutenant-colonel  being  absent),  in  the  center,  and 
the  Forty-eighth  Eegiment  (my  own),  under  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  H. 
Smith,  now  deceased,  on  the  left. 

Immediately  on  the  formation  of  the  line  of  battle  I directed  each 
regimental  commander  to  deploy  skirmishers  along  the  front  of  the 
whole  line  of  their  respective  regiments  and  to  throw  them  forward 
from  80  to  100  yards  in  advance  of  the  main  column.  This  being  done, 
the  commandants  of  regiments  were  further  directed  to  communicate 
with  me  at  or  about  the  center  of  the  brigade  (center  of  Seventeenth 
Eegiment)  in  case  of  necessity,  and  to  control  their  movements  upon 
the  right  and  left  wings  by  the  center ; whereupon  I at  once  ordered 
the  whole  line  forward  towards  the  enemy’s  redoubts,  situated  upon  the 
summit  of  the  opposite  hill. 

The  entire  line  advanced  in  good  order  and  with  alacrity  until  the 
redoubts  of  the  enemy  were  approached  to  within  a short  distance, 
where  from  their  rifle  pits  and  earthen  breastworks,  which  greatly  pro- 
tected them,  the  enemy  opened  a brisk  and  galling  fire  upon  us.  At 
the  same  time  the  enemy’s  batteries,  situated  so  as  to  be  concealed  from 
ns  and  not  before  known  to  bear  upon  us,  were  opened  and  a well- 
directed  fire  of  shell  and  canister  poured  upon  our  ranks,  notwirh- 
standing  which  our  lines  conlinued  to  advance  until  almost  up  to  the 
redoubts  of  the  enemy.  In  the  mean  time  information  which  I regarded 
as  reliable  reached  me  that  the  enemy  were  in  force  behind  their  works 
and  well  protected  by  six  guns  planted  immediately  in  their  rear,  and 
also  by  cannon  situated  to  their  wnst  and  north.  As  quickly  as  possible 
I proceeded  to  ascertain  the  truth,  and  became  satisfied  of  the  facts. 

The  entire  line  had  then  been  held  under  a brisk  and  galling  -fire  for 
nearly  an  hour.  Colonel  Morrison,  commanding  Forty  ninth  Illinois 
Volunteers,  had  by  this  time  been  wounded  whilst  gallantly  leading  his 
men  upon  the  redoubts,  and  was  carried  from  the  fiekl.  Other  parts  of 
the  line  had  suffered  considerably,  and  seeing  that  the  redoubt  could 
not  be  taken  without  great  destruction  and  loss  of  Ihe,  I at  length  re- 
luctantly gave  the  order  to  retire  down  the  hill  a short  distance  and 
await  your  orders.  This  was  done  by  the  entire  line  in  good  order  and 
without  confusion,  and  was,  greatly  to  my  gratification,  sanctioned  by 
yourself  when  reported  by  me  to  you. 

In  this  action  I am  happy  to  be  able  to  bear  testimony  to  the  good 
conduct  of  the  ofQcers  and  men  of  the  whole  command.  All  of  tliem 
under  my  own  observation,  with  perhaps  a solitary  exception,  labored 
with  the  utmost  daring  and  gallantry,  challenging  my  admiration  by 
their  heroism  and  meriting  from  their  general  the  highest  confidencev 
I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully, 

I.  E.  HAYEIE, 

Colonel  Forty -eighth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  McClernand, 

Commanding  First  Division  Illinois  Volunteers, 
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Headquarters  roRTY-EiGiiTii  Illinois  Volunteers, 

Fort  Fonelson,  Tenn.j  February  18,  1SG2. 

Sir  : In  obedience  to  yonr  order,  I Lave  the  lionor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  several  actions  in  which  the  Forty-eighth  Illinois 
Volunteers,  under  my  command,  were  engaged  during  February  13, 14, 
and  15  instant  at  this  place  : 

On  the  evening  of  the  12th  instant  we  encamped  south  of  Fort  Don- 
elson  and  about  1,000  yards  from  the  redoubts  of  the  enemy,  the  Elev- 
enth and  Twentieth  Illinois  Volunteers  on  our  right  and  the  Forty-fifth 
on  our  left,  with  a battery  between  the  Forty-eighth  and  Forty-fifth. 
In  this  iiosition  we  remained  until  the  IStli.  Early  on  the  morning  of 
this  day  (13th)  your  orders  were  communicated  tome  to  move  with  the 
balance  of  the  Second  Brigade  and  occupy  some  i)osition  on  the  eleva- 
tion to  the  east  of  us  and  southeast  of  the  enemy’s  works,  and  when 
about  ready  to  take  uj)  the  line  of  march  a battery  of  three  guns,  be- 
longing to  Captain  Taylor’s  artillery,  was  planted  immediately  in  front 
of  my  center,  and  orders  reached  me  to  remain  and  support  this  battery 
with  my  regiment.  By  this  time  our  battery  had  opened  ui)on  the  en- 
emy, and  were  sharply  replied  to  by  them  from  their  works.  I at  once 
ordered  my  regiment  behind  the  brow  or  apex  of  the  hill  and  remained 
there  under  cover,  but  within  a very  short  distance  to  the  rear  of  it. 

The  other  three  regiments  had  in  the  mean  time  moved  off  in  a direc- 
tion to  our  right,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  leaving  the  Forty-eighth 
separated  from  the  brigade.  While  supporting  this  battery  I had  for 
the  first  time  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  conduct  of  the  Forty- 
eighth  Eegiment  while  under  fire  of  the  enemy.  Several  shot  and  shell 
fell  in  our  midst,  but  did  not  kill  or  wound  any  one,  though  several  made 
narrow  escapes. 

After  the  battery  in  front  of  us  had  ceased  firing  orders  were  conveyed 
to  me  from  General  McCleruand  to  move  with  the  Forty-eighth  Begi- 
ment  and  form  on  the  left  of  the  Seventeenth  Illinois  Eegiment,  the 
latter  at  that  time  being  formed  on  the  left  of  the  Forty-ninth  Illinois 
Volunteers  (Colonel  Morrison),  and  both  being  on  my  right  and  distant 
from  me  about  500  yards.  This  I immediately  did.  As  soon  as  my  line 
was  formed  I immediately  communicated  with  Colonel  Morrison  (before 
then  in  command  of  the  Forty- ninth  and  Seventeenth),  and  being  the 
ranking  officer  of  the  three  regiments  then  in  line  (Colonel  Eoss,  of  the 
Seventeenth,  being  absent),  I assumed  command  of  the  whole. 

At  the  same  time  I was  informed  that  it  was  General  IMcClernand’s 
order  that  these  regiments  were  to  make  the  attempt  to  storm  the  en- 
emy’s redoubts  on  an  elevation  southeasterly  from  their  main  fort  and 
not  far  from  where  the  three  regiments  were  then  in  line.  I immediately 
had  the  whole  column  put  in  motion  and  formed  them  in  line  of  bat- 
tle to  the  southeast  of  the  redoubt  which  we  were  to  attack.  I placed 
the  Forty-ninth  Eegiment,  under  command  of  Colonel  Morrison,  on  the 
right ; the  Seventeenth,  under  Major  Smith,  in  the  center,  and  the  Fort}^- 
eighth,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith,  on  the  left,  and  taking  my  own 
position  in  the  center  of  the  Seventeenth  Eegiment,  I ordered  the  whole 
to  advance  uiion  the  redoubt,  then  distant  less  than  a quarter  of  a mile. 

In  the  mean  tin  e I had  ordered  each  regiment  to  deploy  one  company 
as  skirmishers  along  its  entire  front.  In  this  order  the  whole  line  ad- 
vanced through  thick  underbrush  and  with  great  difficulty  (except  on 
the  right,  where  the  way  was  open  and  not  so  obstructed),  until  within 
a short  range  of  the  redoubt.  At  this  moment,  and  rather  unexj)ectedly, 
the  enemy  opened  a brisk  fire  upon  our  lines  from  behind  their  works, 
and  also  from  batteries  situated  behind  them  so  as  to  be  concealed  from 
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US.  Imraediately  the  fire  was  returned  from  our  line  with  spirit,  and  it 
continued  steadily  to  approach  the  enemy’s  works,  firing  continually 
upon  them  as  fast  as  any  one  of  them  could  be  discovered  behind  the 
embankments.  As  near  as  I can  judge,  w^e  maintained  our  position 
under  this  most  galling  fire  of  rifle,  shot,  and  shell  for  an  hour.  I had 
in  the  mean  time  ascertained  that  six  pieces  of  artillery  were  planted 
immediately  in  our  front  and  within  short  range  of  us,  and  that,  besides 
these,  one  battery  on  the  hill  to  the  west  and  another  to  the  westward 
commanded  the  point  we  were  assaulting.  I therefore  thought  it  useless 
to  hold  the  men  under  it  longer,  and  reluctantlj^  ordered  the  line  to  re- 
tire 40  paces  down  the  hill  and  await  orders  from  General  McClernand, 
to  whom  I at  once  reported  (orally)  as  abov^e.  The  whole  line,  under 
my  orders,  retired  as  commanded,  without  confusion  and  in  good  order, 
and  awaited  my  return  from  reporting  as  above  mentioned. 

During  this  engagement,  and  while  leading  his  regiment  in  the  most 
gallant  and  daring  manner.  Colonel  Morrison  was  seriously,  but  not  dan- 
gerously, wounded. 

I cannot  give  you  any  estimate  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  the 
Forty-ninth  and  Seventeenth.,  but  know  it  was  considerable.*  In  my  own 
regiment  there  was  1 man  kill(?d,  to  wit.  Private  W.  G.  Logan,  Comiiany 
A,  and  8 men  wounded. 

In  this  action  I may  be  allowed  to  say  that  all  the  officers  and  men 
behaved  with  great  gallantry  under  a most  galling  fire.  As  soon  as  I 
reported  the  condition  of  the  defenses  upon  the  hill,  which  were  dis- 
covered b3’  me.  General  McClernand  directed  me  to  retire  to  a position 
of  safety  down  the  hill-side,  and  there  occupy  it  until  further  ordere. 
This  was  done  by  the  whole  command  in  the  best  order  i)ossible  and  with- 
out any  confusion. 

I had  almost  omitted  to  say  that  while  engaged  in  the  attack  the 
Forty-fifth  Regiment,  Colonel  Smith,  was  sent  to  support  the  right  (Forty- 
ninth),  and  also  behaved  in  a highly  creditable  and  gallant  manner.  Of 
this,  however,  I had  not  received  notice  until  I found  them  on  the  right 
in  action. 

In  the  mean  time  the  other  three  regiments  of  the  Second  Brigade 
had  removed  farther  away  to  the  east,  on  a range  of  hills  which  encom- 
passed the  enemy’s  fortifications,  and  here,  towards  night-fall,  the  Forty- 
eighth  Regiment  was  ordered  to  join  them,  which  we  did,  and  formed  in 
the  same  order  that  we  had  the  night  before,  viz:  Eleventh  and  Twentieth 
on  the  right  and  the  Forty -fifth  on  the  left  of  the  Forty-eighth  Regiment. 
This  position  was  within  range  of  rifle-shot  from  the  enemy’s  embank- 
ments, and  during  the  whole  of  this  night  (I3th)  the  regiment  remained 
under  arms  with  skirmishers  deployed,  suffering  intensely  from  the  rain 
and  sleet  and  cold,  and  but  little  from  the  enemy’s  shot,  from  which  we 
were  only  protected  by  an  intervening  elevation,  behind  which  we 
formed. 

During  February  14  the  Forty-eighth  Regiment  remained  in  the  same 
position,  subject  to  and  within  easy  range  of  the  enemy’s  cannon,  from 
which  during  the  day  shot  and  shell  were  often  discharged  at  the  point 
immediately  to  our  front.  So  completelj^  were  we  subjected  to  the  fire 
from  these  cannon  and  from  their  sharpshooters,  that  no  one  could  show 
himself  without  shots  being  aimed  at  him. 

The  evening  of  the  14th  found  us  so  much  exhausted  from  continual 
and  incessant  watchfulness  and  exposure  during  the  preceding  days 
and  nights  that  the  men  were  but  poorly  prepared  for  another  night  like 
the  previous  one ; still  the  officers  and  men,  with  a spirit  of  heroism 
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whicli  merited  and  received  my  highest  admiration,  prepared  themselves 
for  any  einergeucy  of  the  occasion.  Oiir  arms  were  all  put  in  good 
order,  and  each  man  remained  with  his  arms  ready  and  expecting  an 
attack  during  the  night  or  early  next  day.  Our  skirmishers  were  con- 
tinually deployed  during  the  night,  and  occasionally  exchanged  shots 
with  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy. 

In  the  morning,  just  after  day  and  before  early  breakfast,  firing  began 
up  to  the  right  and  soon  after  extended  itself  towards  our  position.  I 
ordered  the  regiment  to  be  formed  and  in  line  of  battle.  The  men  and 
officers  responded  promptly  and  formed  at  once.  It  was  but  a short  time 
after  we  were  formed  and  ready  before  we  were  fired  upon  by  the  enemy, 
who  came  up  in  force  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  hill.  Our  skirmishers 
were  compelled  to  retreat  and  formed  upon  the  left.  While  in  retreat 
Lieutenant  Stephenson,  of  Company  B,  who  had  command  of  the  skir- 
mishers, was  wounded  seriously,  but  not  fatally.  Immediately  the  firing 
began  and  became  general  along  the  whole  line  of  the  Forty-eighth  until 
the  enemy  in  our  front  were  driven  back  in  confusion  and  compelled  to 
retire  behind  their  works.  During  all  the  action  a batteiy  of  two  guns 
to  our  left  and  two  from  our  front  were  playing  rapidly  upon  the  point 
we  occupied,  and,  although  seemingly  well  worked,  we  e'^xaped  with  but 
few  wounded  from  their  shot  or  shell.  Our  ammunition  in  the  mean  time 
was  nearly  exhausted;  still  we  remained  here  after  the  enemy  were  re- 
pulsed at  our  front  until,  I think,  near  1 p.  ra.,  vTien  orders  were  received 
to  retire  by  the  left  flank.  This  was  done  by  my  regiment  in  the  best 
possible  order  and  without  any  api)earance  of  lear  or  panic. 

During  the  action  on  this  day  we  lost  7 killed,  ol  wounded,  and  3 
missing.  Among  those  hilled  I deeply  regret  to  report  the  death  of 
Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  H.  Smith,  who  received  a mortal  wound  early  in  the 
action  and  died  within  an  hour.  He  fell  gallantly  urging  the  right  wing 
forward  to  the  position  from  which  we  repulsed  the  enemy.  His  loss 
was  deeply  felt  by  me  during  the  day  and  will  be  profoundly  lamented 
by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  a brave  and  gallant  officer,  a firm  friend, 
a generous  enemy,  and  an  upright  and  honorable  man. 

In  obedience  to  the  order  to  retire  by  the  left  flank  we  proceeded  to  a 
point  about  one  mile  towards  the  west  and  halted.  The  enemy,  think- 
ing that  we  were  in  retreat  and  not  supported,  made  another  attack  at 
this  point,  but  were  repulsed.  My  regiment,  with  the  balance  of  the 
brigade,  retired  to  the  position  assigned  us — to  the  south  of  the  euemy’s 
works  about  1 mile — and  there  remained  for  the  night. 

On  the  following  morning,  about  10  o’clock,  the  fort  having  surren- 
dered, the  Forty-eighth,  with  the  other  regiments  of  the  Second  Brigade, 
marched  into  the  enemy’s  fortifications. 

I cannot  speak  in  too  high  praise  of  the  conduct  of  my  officers  and 
men  (with  one  exception,  and  his  resignation  I herewith  inclose  for  your 
approval)  during  the  entire  time  of  the  several  actions  we  were  in.  I 
ha  ve  not  failed  to  have  them  at  any  time  entirely  subject  to  my  control. 
The  utmost  coolness,  presence  of  mind,  and  daring  was  manifested  by 
them  all. 

Maj.  W.  W.  Sanford  especially,  by  his  coolness  and  ability  during  the 
action,  rendered  me  very  great  aid,  as  did  all  the  officers  of  the  line  who 
were  not  wounded,  and  I commend  them  all  to  your  favorable  notice  and 
consideration. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

I.  N.  HAYXIE, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Forty  eighth  Illinois  Volunteers. 

Col.  W.  H L.  Wallace, 

Comdg.  Seeond  Brigade^  First  Division^  Illinois  Volunteers. 
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1^0.  16. 

Beport  of  Capt  Edward  McAllister,  Battery  D,  First  Illinois  Light 

Artillery. 

Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  Fehriiary  17,  1862. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  tlie  share 
my  battery  bore  in  the  siege  of  Fort  Donelson : 

Wednesday,  February  12,  I took  up  position  on  the  hill  west  of  the 
enemy’s  works  and  bivouacked  on  the  hill.  Thursday  morning  I 
opened  fire  on  two  batteries,  one  on  the  right  and  one  opposite  our  own 
position.  After  throwing  a few  shell,  to  obtain  the  length  of  fuse  and 
elevation,  I was  ordered  to  cease  firing  and  take  a better  position  on 
the  same  hill.  I selected  a point,  and  about  noon  opened  on  the  four- 
gun  battery  through  an  o])ening  in  which  I could  see  the  foe.  Our  fire 
was  promptly  returned  with  such  precision  that  they  cut  our  right  wheel 
on  howitzer  Ino.  3 in  two.  I had  no  spare  wheel,  and  had  to  take  one  oft* 
the  limber  to  continue  the  fight.  1 then  moved  all  my  howitzers  over 
to  the  west  slope  of  the  ridge  and  loaded  under  cover  of  it,  and  ran  the 
pieces  up  by  hand  until  I coirld  get  the  exact  elevation.  The  recoil 
would  throw  the  guns  back  out  of  sight,  and  thus  we  continued  the 
fight  until  the  enemy’s  battery  was  silenced.  They  threw  four  shots 
to  our  one,  but  owing  to  the  way  I conducted  our  firing  after  losing  the 
wheel  it  was  harmless.  I was  then  ordered  to  move  around  to  the  south, 
and  took  position  with  howitzers  IS'os.  1 and  3 opposite  and  midway 
between  the  two  batteries  on  hills  to  the  right  and  left  of  us.  How- 
itzer Ho.  2 was  advanced  150  yards  farther  to  the  right.  I fired  three 
rounds  to  get  elevation  and  length  of  fuse  that  night.  Friday  no  action 
until  our  gunboats  retired,  when  both  batteries  opposite  opened  on  us, 
compelling  us  to  move  our  horses  far  down  the  slope  in  rear  of  the 
Forty-fifth  Eegiment. 

In  obedience  to  orders  I opened  on  the  enemy  again,  completely 
silencing  them  with  about  20  shell.  Howitzer  No.  1 broke  its  trail  short 
olf  by  its  own  recoil  on  the  frozen  ground  and  was  com})letely  disabled 
thereby.  Saturday  morning  I opened  fire  before  sunrise.  The  enemy 
had  planted  a six-gun  battery  on  the  lower  ground  forward  to  the  right, 
their  three  batteries  of  fourteen  guns  forming  a crescent,  my  position 
being  in  the  focus.  I fought  our  guns  by  the  same  tactics  used  the  first 
day.  I directed  the  fire  of  the  right  howitzer  on  the  enemy’s  right  bat- 
tery, using  three-second  fuse  at  2 degrees  elevation.  Our  shell  and 
shrapnel  proving  troublesome,  they  seat  a body  of  skirmishers,  that 
approached  our  right  piece,  and  poured  in  so  close  a volley,  that  we 
were  driven  from  the  gun.  The  Forty-fifth  advanced,  and  after  a sharp 
skirmish  repulsed  them.  I continued  the  firing  with  coolness  and  ])re-  I 
cision  until  my  last  round  of  ammunition  had  been  expended.  Ten 
minutes  afterwards  an  order  to  retreat  by  the  left  came  to  me,  and 
before  I could  throw  my  saddle  on  my  horse  I was  left  by  the  Forty-  ‘ 
fifth  Eegiment  and  the  single  gun  of  Taylor’s  battery,  wTiose  teams  were 
hitched  on.  The  Parrott  gun  had  left  some  time  before.  I got  all  the  | 
teams  1 could  and  hitched  on  to  the  left  gun,  but  it  was  so  heavy  we  | 
could  not  haul  it  through  the  brush,  and  abandoned  it,  bringing  off  the  i 
limber.  I started  with  two  teams  to  hitch  up  the  right  i)iece,  but  before  | 
reaching  it  received  a heavy  volley  from  the  enemy,  then  in  full  sigld'  l 
and  charging  on  the  gun.  All  attempt  to  save  it  then  was  hopeless,  I 
and  1 reluctantly  ordered  my  drivers;  to  retreat  and  followed  them.  ^ 

My  men  and  oificers  behaved  well.  First  Lieut.  George  J.  Wood  acted ^ 
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gunner,  commanding  and  pointing  No.  1 until  it  disabled  by  the 
broken  trail,  afterwards  rendering  all  the  assistance  he  could  to  the 
other  pieces.  Lieutenant  Borland  commanded  and  pointed  No.  3, 
replacing  his  broken  wheel,  and  continued  to  point  to  the  last,  fighting 
with  chivalric  gallantry.  Private  Thomas  Heniy,  acting  as  postilion 
when  moving,  volunteered  and  acted  as  No.  1 of  gun  squad  on  howitzer 
No.  2 all  through  the  fight.  Many  others,  privates  and  non-commis- 
sioned ofiScers,  fought  like  heroes,  and  have  my  heartfelt  thanks  and 
gratitude.  I had  mortally  wounded  Jason  Oheny,  by  a shrapnel j died 
next  morning.  Slightly  wounded,  Joel  A.  Boggen,  by  the  same.  Both 
were  at  their  posts.  We  lost  11  horses,  5 sets  harness,  2 mules,  10  tents, 
40  knapsacks,  05  blankets,  4 saddles  complete,  20  canteens,  and  70 
rations. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  McALLISTEE, 
Captain  Artillery^  Second  Brigade, 

Col.  W.  H.  L.  Wallace, 

Gomdg.  Second  Brigade^  First  Division^  Illinois  Volunteers. 


No.  17. 

Report  of  Capt.  Ezra  Taylor^  Battery  B,  First  Illinois  Light  Artillery, 

Headquarters  Taylor^s  Battery, 

Fort  Bonelson,  Tenn.,  February  18,  1862. 

Colonel:  I have  the  honor  respectfully  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  battery  under  my  command  in  the 
series  of  actions  which  resulted  in  the  reduction  of  Fort  Donelson : 

My  force  consisted  of  120  men,  rank  and  file,  four  6-pounder  field 
guns,  two  12-pounder  howitzers,  and  92  horses,  with  1,730  rounds  of 
fixed  ammunition.  My  guns  were  first  brought  into  action  opposite 
the  strong  redoubt  in  the  center  of  the  enemy’s  works  at  9.30  o’clock 
on  Thursday  morning,  at  a range  of  800  yards.  The  enemy  responded 
from  a field  battery,  but  only  at  intervals.  We  continued  to  advance 
up  the  road,  and  at  about  12  o’clock  the  right  and  left  sections  of  my 
battery  took  up  a position  within  200  yards  of  the  enemy’s  left  wing. 
Four  secession  fiags  were  flying  at  this  point.  Before  my  guns  were 
unlimbered  toe  enemy  had  opened  a fierce  fire  of  artillery  and  mus- 
ketry, killing  1 of  my  men  and  severely  wounding  2 others.  The  guns 
were  got  into  action  as  soon  as  possible,  and  in  half  an  hour  I had  suc- 
ceeded in  silencing  the  enemy’s  batteries  opposite,  but  the  enemy’s 
sharpsliooters  kept  up  a continuous  fire  from  the  rifle  pits  just  outside 
of  their  breastworks. 

During  the  night  the  enemy  changed  the  position  of  all  his  guns 
which  bore  on  my  position,  as,  with  the  experience  of  the  day,  I had 
secured  a perfect  range  on  all  his  batteries  which  I liad  been  able  to 
discover.  At  daylight  Friday  morning,  discovering  the  change  in  the 
enemy’s  position  and  he  not  opening  fire,  I removed  my  battery  some 
600  yards  back  to  a ravine  to  water  and  feed  my  horses  an(l  there 
awaited  orders,  which  were  not  received  until  nearly  dark,  v/hen  my 
whole  battery  was  ordered  to  take  up  position  near  the  jdace  we  first 
occupied  on  the  preceding  day.  Saturday  morning  at  daylight  the 
enemy  opened  a terrific  cannonade  on  us  from  six  ditferent  batteries,  thus 
exposing  us  to  a tremendous  cross-fire,  which  we  promptly  returned, 
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firing  as  rapidly  as  the  guns  could  be  worked.  By  a j iidicious  disposition 
of  my  guns  I was  enabled  to  bold  six  of  tbe  enemy’s  batteries,  consisting 
of  thirty- six  guns,  as  I have  since  learned,  in  check  during  the  day. 
The  rebel  infantry  repeatedly  charged  upon  our  position,  but  by  a gener- 
ous distribution  of  canister  shot  they  were  driven  back  in  confusion. 

At  11  o’clock  I found  that  the  whole  of  the  right  wing  of  our  forces 
had  given  way  and  that  we  were  exposed  to  an  attack  on  the  flank, 
and,  in  compliance  with  your  order,  I retired  to  the  top  of  the  next  hill, 
where  a large  body  of  infantry  were  placed  in  position  to  support  the 
battery.  Only  two  of  my  guns  were  placed  in  action  here,  as  the  sup- 
ply of  ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted,  but  Company  A,  Chicago 
Light  Artillery,  of  General  Wallace’s  division,  coming  up  just  at  that 
time,  I was  enabled  to  borrow  a supply  of  canister,  and  on  the  rebels 
making  a last  desperate  charge  it  was  administered  with  a very  good 
effect,  and  their  forces  were  soon  on  the  full  retreat. 

Thus  terminated  the  action  so  far  as  my  battery  was  concerned.  My 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  as  follows : Private  Oscar  E.  Beckers, 
killed.  Wounded  severel^^,  Sergt.  James  F.  Whittle,  Corp.  B.  Frank- 
lin Lilly,  Privates  Tyler  A.  Mason  and  Charles  H.  Machin;  slightly 
wounded,  Corp.  William  H.  Prince,  Privates  William  W.  Lowrie,  Fran- 
cis N.  Marion,  and  Charles  W.  Pierce  One  thousand  and  seven  hun- 
dred rounds  of  fixed  ammunition  were  fired  during  the  action.  It  is 
with  great  satisfaction  that  I am  enabled  to  report  that  all  my  com- 
mand behaved  with  as  much  coolness  as  if  on  parade.  When  all  con- 
ducted themselves  so  gallantly  it  would  be  invidious  to  discriminate.  To 
Company  D,  of  the  Eleventh  Illinois  Eegiment,  which  you  detached  to 
support  my  command,  I am  under  great  obligations,  and  under  the  ex- 
hausted condition  of  my  horses  and  some  of  my  men  it  is  certain  that 
my  battery  would  have  been  much  less  effective  were  it  not  for  their 
valuable  services,  which  were  always  promptly  rendered.  To  the  Seven- 
teenth Illinois  Eegiment  Infantry,  who  supported  me  during  the  morn- 
ing and  were  always  on  the  alert,  ready  for  action,  I also  wish  to  express 
my  thanks. 

I beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  annexed  list  of  losses  sus- 
tained during  the  siege.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EZEA  TAYLOE, 

Captain  Light  Battery  B,  Illinois  Volunteers, 

Col.  W.  H.  L.  Wallace, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade^  First  Division, 


• • No.  18. 

Report  of  Col.  Leonard  F.  Ross^  Seventeenth  Illinois  Infantry^  com- 
manding Third  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  First  Division, 

Fort  Bonelson,  Tenn.,  February  25,  1862. 

In  obedience  to  your  order  requiring  a report  of  the  movements  and 
operations  of  the  troops  under  my  command  during  the  investment  and 
siege  of  this  place  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following : 

On  Saturday,  the  15th  instant,  at  about  1 o’clock  p.  m.,  I reported 
myself  to  you  for  duty,  and  was  at  once  assigned  to  the  command  of  a 
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brigade  composed  of  the  Seventeenth  and  Forty-ninth  Illinois  Vhdunteer 
Infantry.  Soon  after  taking  command  I was  ordered  to  the  right  of 
our  line  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  General  Wallace,  who  was  engag- 
ing the  enemy  on  that  iiart  of  the  field.  On  rei)orting  the  re  enforce- 
ments so  sent  to  General  Wallace  I by  his  order  took  position  on  his 
lett  and  advanced,  first  sending  forward  two  companies  deployed  as 
skirmishers.  We  continued  to  advance  until  we  reached  the  summit  of 
a hill  previously  occupied  by  Taylor’s  battery,  the  skirmishers  having 
advanced  meantime  beyond  the  summit  of  the  hill  in  view  of  the  enemy’s 
batteries,  and  drew  from  them  a heavy  discharge  of  grape,  canister,  and 
shrapnel.  The  space  between  our  lines  and  the  works  of  the  enemy 
being  examined,  and  no  enemy  appearing  in  the  intervening  space,  I 
ordered  my  command  to  fall  back  about  twenty  paces  behind  the  sum- 
mit to  a more  secure  position,  holding  the  two  companies  of  skirmishers 
as  an  advance  guard.  This  position  we  continued  to  occupj^  until  dark, 
when  by  your  order  I withdrew  for  the  night. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  F.  BOSS, 

Colonel  Seventeenth  Illinois,^  Commanding  Third  Brigade, 
Brig.  Gen.  John  A.  McGlernand, 

Commanding  First  Division^  District  West  Tennessee, 


No.  19. 

Report  of  Col.  William  R.  Morrison,  Forty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry, 
commanding  Third  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Forty-ninth  Eegiment  Illinois  Infantra^ 

Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  Fehruary  28,  18G2. 

General  : Having  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  that  portion  of 
the  Third  Brigade  of  your  First  Division  brought  against  Fort  Donelson 
in  the  late  engagement,  resulting  in  its  fall,  I have  the  honor  to  report 
that  in  the  evening  of  the  11th  instant  I left  the  encampment  near 
Fort  Henry  with  my  command,  numbering  in  the  aggregate  1,377 
effective  men,  composed  as  follows : Of  my  own,  the  Forty-ninth  liegi- 
ment  Illinois  Volunteers,  numbering  627,  and  the  Seventeenth  Illinois 
Volunteers,  Maj.  Francis  M.  Smith  commanding,  numbering  750.  The 
sick,  ailing,  and  detailed  for  guard  remained  with  the  baggage  in  the 
encampment.  Marching  by  the  Dover  Eidge  road  3 miles,  we  encamped 
for  the  night  at  the  junction  of  the  lower  Dover  road,  extending  iiickets 
1 mile  on  this  road  for  the  protection  of  right  rear  of  First  Brigade, 
Colonel  Oglesby,  my  command  forming  the  reserve  corps  of  your 
division. 

In  the  early  morning  of  the  12th,  when  directed  by  you  personally  to 
do  so,  I marched  directly  upon  Fort  Donelson,  following  immediately 
upon  the  rear  of  Colonel  Oglesby’s  brigade,  coming  into  a cleared  valley 
some  2 miles  in  front  of  Fort  Donelson.  About  the  hour  of  1 o’clock  p. 
m.,  receiving  orders  to  that  effect,  my  command  was  quickly  drawn  up 
in  line  of  battle,  then  marched  up  the  i>lain  towards  the  hill  in  front 
and  on  our  right,  which  was  understood  to  be  occupied  by  the  enemy. 
In  executing  this  movement,  the  troops,  encouraged  by  your  presence 
in  advance,  swept  over  underbrush,  fences,  ravines,  and  brooks  in  the 
best  possible  order,  casting  away  their  knapsacks,  overcoats,  and  every 
inconvenience  to  their  most  speedy  advance.  Arriving  at  the  foot  of 
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the  hill,  I was  directed  by  you  to  form  on  the  hill-top  and  engage  im- 
mediately whatever  force  might  oppose  me.  The  high  ground  being 
reached,  a few  camp  fires  were  the  only  lingering  evidences  of  the  pres- 
ence of  an  opposing  force.  From  this  point  we  marched  directly  to  the 
front,  passing  from  one  to  another  of  the  many  ridges,  until  the  one 
overlooking  Fort  Donelson  was  reached,  encountering  no  portion  of  the 
enemy’s  forces.  From  thence  descending  the  hill,  in  obedience  to  your 
order  to  that  effect,  I took  my  position  in  line  of  battle,  immediately  on 
the  left  of  the  First  Brigade,  thus  forming  the  center  of  your  first 
<livision,  and  slept  for  the  night  upon  our  arms  in  front  of  the  enemy’s 
works  and  within  range  of  his  guns. 

With  Thursday  , morning,  13th,  you  commenced,  or  rather  continued, 
gradually  to  close  in  upon  the  right  with  your  first  (Colonel  Oglesby’s) 
brigade,  which  was  supported  by  the  Third  Brigade,  under  my  com- 
mand, until  about  10  o’clock,  when  I was  directed  to  take  a position  in 
the  valley  below  and  in  range  of  the  enemy’s  guns,  where  I took  a posi- 
tion assigned  by  your  direction,  with  instructions  to  await  orders,  unless 
attacked  by  the  enemy.  Finding  my  left  (of  the  Seventeenth),  which 
extended  up  the  ridge,  exposed  to  a fire  now  being  provoked  by  Mc- 
Allister’s battery  from  the  enemy’s  guns  upon  the  main  fort  (enemy’s 
right),  I caused  the  left  flank  to  be  thrown  back  behind  the  ridge,  and 
rested  upon  our  arms,  awaiting  orders,  until  about  12.30  o’clock  p.  m., 
up  to  which  time  we  had  been  greeted  with  occasional  shot  and  shell 
from  the  enemy,  but  no  casualty  had  occurred.  Here  I received  intelli- 
gence that  you  desired  me  to  make  the  first  assault  upon  the  enemy’s 
works,  with  an  order  to  move  against  the  enemy’s  redoubts  to  my  right 
as  soon  as  Colonel  Haynie,  of  the  Forty-eighth  Illinois,  who,  I was  in- 
formed was  ordered  to  support  me,  should  repost  to  me.  I was  notified 
in  a very  few  minutes  by  Colonel  Haynie  that  he  had  formed  on  my  left, 
and  that  he  believed  he  ranked  me.  Knowing  that  this  was  no  time 
to  dispute  about  a question  of  rank,  I observed  to  Colonel  Haynie  that 
I would  conduct  the  brigade  to  the  point  from  which  the  attack  was  to 
be  made,  when  he  could  take  command,  if  he  desired  to  do  so.  That 
point  being  reached,  and  the  line  of  battle  in  which  order  you  had  di- 
rected me  to  move  against  the  enemy’s  works  being  formed,  I reported 
to  Colonel  Haynie,  who,  neither  declining  nor  assuming  the  command, 
said,  ‘‘Colonel,  let  us  take  it”  (meaning  the  enemy’s  redoubt)  “together.” 
Supposing  myself  then  to  be  in  command  of  the  brigade  assigned  to 
me  (Forty-ninth  and  Seventeenth  Kegiments),  skirmishers  were  quickly 
thrown  forward  and  the  column  ordered  to  advance,  the  Forty-ninth 
forming  the  right,  the  Seventeenth  the  center,  and  the  Forty-eighth  the 
left.  Having  more  confidence  in  the  Seventeenth  (not  in  their  superior 
courage,  but  in  their  power  for  efficiency  in  an  assault,  acquired  by 
length  of  service  and  consequent  skill  in  the  use  of  arms,  as  well  as  in 
evolutions  and  movements  in  the  field,  and  having  entire  confidence  in 
the  ability  and  courage  of  Major  Smith,  commanding,  and  Captain 
Harding  and  Adjutant  Eyan,  in  charge  of  the  right  and  left  flanks  of 
that  regiment),  I took  immediate  command  of  my  own  (Forty-ninth) 
regiment. 

The  troops  moved  forward  with  much  spirit  and  eagerness,  sweeping 
down  the  hill  some  200  yards  through  the  thick  brush  in  perfect  order, 
at  once  commencing  the  ascent  of  the  opposite  ridge  or  mound  upon  the 
top  of  which  the  redoubt  was  situated.  For  some  distance  from  its  base 
a portion  of  the  timber  had  been  removed  from  the  hill-side  to  be  passed 
over  by  the  troops  on  the  right,  and  the  Forty-ninth  were  therefore 
enabled  to  advance  with  greater  speed  than  the  other  forces.  Approach 
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ing  within  about  50  paces  of  the  breastworks  of  the  enemy  we  encoun- 
tered an  almost  impassable  abatis,  made  by  felling  small  trees  crosswise 
of  each  other,  the  tops  always  meeting  us,  the  difficulty  increasing  the 
nearer  we  approached  the  breastworks,  where  brush  had  t)een  piled 
upon  brush,  with  the  sharpened  ends  confronting  us.  The  fortifications 
were  so  constructed  as  to  be  re-enforced  without  the  knowledge  of  those 
making  tfie  assault  and  without  exposing  their  re-enforcements  to  our 
guns  upon  any  of  th#  surrounding  heights,  while  the  redoubt  itself  con- 
tained a battery  of  four  guns,  and  was  supported  by  the  redoubts  on 
our  right  and  left,  mounting  several  guns  within  good  range.  What  was 
the  exact  force  in  the  intrenchments  and  rifle  pits  behind  the  enemy\s 
works  I am  not  able  to  say,  but  the  States  of  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and 
Arkansas  were  all  represented,  and  the  force  is  reported  to  have  been 
very  large. 

We  had  advanced  to  within  less  than  fifty  paces  of  the  enemy^s  works 
without  his  offering  any  opposition,  and  were  making  our  way  slowly 
but  surely,  when  our  skirmishers  commenced  drawing  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  who  was  undoubtedly  waiting  for  us.  I had  now  obtained  a 
position  from  which  I could  see  the  nature  of  the  difficulties  to  our 
progress,  which  consisted  mostly  in  the  almost  impassable  nature  of  the 
breastworks  and  the  length  of  time  required  to  climb  over  them.  I at 
once  determined  to  reserve  my  fire  until  the  toj)  of  the  works  was  reached, 
when  I could  create  such  confusion  with  one  volley  as  would  enable  us 
to  get  over  before  the  enem\"  recovered  from  the  shock.  Many  of  my 
men  had  already  fallen  and  the  others  wanted  shot  for  shot.  They  were 
undisciplined  and  had  never  been  under  fire,  and  as  E beckoned  and 
called  them  forward  1 saw  them  coming  involuntarily  to  a ‘‘  ready.” 
Passing  quickly  to  the  .rear,  unfortunately  they  fired  without  orders, 
though  with  fair  ])recision  and  some  effect.  The  Seventeenth  was  press- 
ing forward,  encountering  like  difficulties  with  the  Forty -ninth,  and  both 
now  advancing  under  the  most  terrible  fire  of  musketry,  grape,  canister, 
and  shell.  I now  waited  with  much  anxiety  for  the  Forty-eighth  to 
make  an  assault  farther  to  the  left,  intending  to  take  advantage  of  the 
diversion  it  might  create,  and  thus  get  over  the  enemy’s  works,  now 
almost  reached,  but  the  Forty-eighth  failed  to  support  me.  The  works 
were,  as  1 thought,  almost  ours,  the  Seventeenth  and  Forty-ninth  still 
forcing  their  w^ay  forward,  wffien  I was  struck  in  the  right  hip  with  a 
musket  ball,  knocked  out  of  the  saddle,  and  compelled  in  consequence 
to  relinquish  my  command. 

The  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  the  engagement  from  my  com- 
mand number  128,  of  which  the  Forty -ninth  lost  68  and  the  Seventeenth 
60.  A conqjlete  list  of  the  casualties  accompanies  this  report.  * I am 
pained  to  have  to  communicate  to  you  the  loss  of  Capt.  John  W.  Brokaw, 
Comi)any  D,  Forty-ninth  Regiment,  who  fell  while  leading  his  company 
near  the  intrenchments  of  the  enemy.  His  many  virtues  had  endeared 
him  to  us  all.  Without  military  experience,  he  had  judgment,  honor, 
patriotism,  courage — attributes  which  made  him  a soldier  worthy  the 
cause  in  which  he  fell. 

I take  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  my  obligations  to  Major  Smith, 
Captain  Harding,  and  Adjutant  Ryan,  of  the  Seventeenth,  who  at  all 
times  co-operated  with  me,  and  who  behaved  with  great  gallantry,  as 
did  the  officers  and  men  of  that  regiment  without  exception.  To  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Pease  and  Major  Bishop,  of  the  Forty-ninth,  I return  my 
thanks  for  the  mllingness  invariably  shown  by  them  to  execute  my 
orders.  Quartermaster  James  W.  Davis  and  Asst.  Surg.  Andrew  B. 

* P2mbo(lied  in  division  retnrn,  p.  1S2. 
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Beatty,  each  in  their  resj^ective  departments,  rendered  services  which 
were  invalnahle  to  me.  Thej'  were  efficient,  untiring-,  and  regardless  of 
their  own  personal  safety.  Dr.  Edgar,  surgeon  of  the  Thirty-second, 
whose  regiment  was  not  in  the  engagement,  generously  volunteered  his 
professional  services  in  the  absence  of  my  surgeon.  Dr.  W.  H.  Medcalf. 
Whenever  a poor,  suffering  soldier  could  be  found  he  ministered  to  his 
wants.  My  adjutant  (my  brother)  while  I was  upon  the  held  was  most 
efficient  in  transmitting  my  orders  by  day  and  night,  without  regard  to 
the  position  of  the  enemy.  To  all  of  these  gentlemen  I tender  the 
acknowledgments  due  to  their  bravery  and  efficiency. 

Of  the  officers  of  the  line  and  of  the  men  what  shall  I say  ? Where 
shall  I begin  or  end  ? With  a regimental  organization  but  a few  weeks 
old,  armed  but  five  days  before  going  into  battle,  possessing  a full 
knowledge  of  the  inferior  quality  of  their  arms,  these  brave  men  have 
performed  such  deeds  of  valor  as  are  performed  only  by  those  who  ap- 
preciate the  value  of  that  Union  which  will  nerve  them  to  yet  other 
deeds  of  glory. 

I remain,  dear  general,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

*WM.  11.  MOERISOI!^^, 

Colonel.^  Commanding  Third  Brigade.,  First  Division, 

Brig.  Gen.  John  A.  McOlernand, 

Commanding  First  Division. 


No.  20. 

Report  of  Maj.  Francis  M.  Smith,  Seventeenth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Seventeenth  Illinois  Reoiment, 

Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  18,  1862. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  to  your  order  I submit  the  following  report.  I 
cannot  tell  the  exact  number  of  killed  and  Avounded  each  day,  and  will 
give  the  total  result.* 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  13th  this  regiment,  together  with  the  Forty- 
ninth  Illinois  and  Forty-eighth  Illinois,  under  command  of  Colonel  Hay- 
nie,  were  ordered  to  moA^e  forward  from  the  road  up  to  the  rebel  breast- 
Avorks.  The  ground  was  difficult  to  get  OA^er,  being  composed  of  thick 
underbrush,  and  getting  with  in  short  distance  of  the  enemy’s  intrench- 
ments,  the  Avay  was  obstructed  Avith  fallen  timber.  At  this  juncture  the 
enemy  opeiied  a cross-fire  upon  us  with  artillery  and  infantry,  which 
was  returned  with  great  spirit  by  the  men  under  my  command.  After 
an  engagement  of  about  thirty  minutes,  resulting  in  seAwe  loss  in  my 
regiment,  the  order  Avas  given  to  fire  in  retreat.  After  falling  back  out 
of  range  of  the  enemy’s  tire  I withdrew  my  command  to  the  road.  My 
regiment  was  in  line  of  battle  nearly  all  night,  suftering  from  cold  and 
hunger,  yet  no  one  complained,  and  all  were  eA^en  clieerful. 

On  the  14th  my  regiment  formed  part  of  tlie  support  to  Taylor’s  and 
Schwartz’s  batteries,  and  remained  all  day  in  the  same  position.  About 
3 o’clock  in  the  evening  the  enemy  ojmned  his  batteries  on  us  with 
shell,  but  Avere  replied  to  by  the  batteries  on  our  front  before  they  did 
us  much  damage.  Remained  in  line  of  battle  most  of  the  night,  and  the 
cold  rain  and  snow  made  great  suffering  among  our  men.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  15th  the  batteries  from  the  rebel  side  again  commenced  Avith 
shell  against  my  regiment  and  others  supporting  the  batteries,  killing! 
and  wounding  seA^eral  in  my  regiment.  I retired  down  a ra\fine  a short 

* Embodied  in  division  return,  j>.  182. 
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distauce  from  our  former  position.  In  tbe  afternoon  my  regiment  was 
relieved  by  the  Fifty-eighth  Ohio,  and,  Colonel  Ross  then  being  in  coin- 
inaud,  the  regiment  was  moved  back  to  get  what  they  so  much  needed — 
food  and  rest.  The  regiment  was  exposed  three  days  and  nights  to 
severe  cold,  with  rain  and  snow,  in  line  of  battle  nearly  all  the  time. 

There  were  many  acts  of  individual  bravery,  but  as  the  facts  were  not 
reported  in  time  I can  mention  but  one.  Corporal  Smith,  of  Company 
E,  went  out  sharpshooting  on  his  OAvn  resi)onsibility,  and  did  good  exe- 
cution among  the  rebel  sharpshooters  and  the  skirmishers  in  advance  of 
Taylor’s  batteiy,  firing  40  rounds  of  ammunition,  running  great  risk, 
and  showing  excellent  bravery — which  praise,  in  fact,  is  due  the  whole 
regiment. 

Respectfully  submitting  the  above  report,  I remain,  yours,  respectfully, 

F.  M.  SMITH, 

Major j Commanding  Seventeenth  Illinois  Regiment. 

W.  H.  L.  Wallace, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Second  Brigade^  First  Division, 


No.  21. 

Report  of  Col.  John  McArthur.,  Twelfth  Illinois  Infantry j commanding 
First  Brigade^  Second  Division.* 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Second  Division, 

Fort  Donelsonj  Tenn..,  February  20,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  per- 
formed by  my  brigade  during  the  late  operations  against  Fort  Donelson: 

First.  My  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Ninth,  Twelfth,  and  Forty-first 
Illinois  Regiments,  left  Fort  Heiman,  Ky.,  on  the  morning  of  February 
12,  18'S2,  bringing  up  the  rear  of  the  troops  that  proceeded  from  Fort 
Henry,  and  arriving  about  3 miles  from  our  line  of  operations  at  6 p.  m. 
of  that  day,  encamped,  and  at  10.30  o’clock  that  night  moved  the  brigade 
a mile  and  a half  nearer  the  enemy,  again  encamping  for  the*  remainder 
of  the  night. 

Second.  Under  arms  next  morning  (13th)  by  8 o’clock,  being  ordered 
to  hold  ourselves  in  reserve  and  also  support  the  batteries  of  Major 
Cavender,  then  in  position,  against  the  center  of  the  enemy’s  works.  At 
4 p.  m.  moved  around  to  the  left  of  General  McClernand’s  division. 
That  night  a portion  of  my  command  threw  up  two  small  earthworks, 
and  placed  in  them  two  20-pounder  and  two  10-pounder  guns,  respect- 
ively. These  were  designed  to  operate  against  the  left  of  the  enemy’s 
center,  but,  however,  were  never  used.  Same  night,  at  11.30  o’clock, 
moved  the  Ninth  and  Forty-first  by  General  McClernand’s  order  about 
a quarter  of  a mile  nearer  to  his  left,  remaining  under  arms  all  night 
without  fires  in  the  midst  of  a heavy  snow-storm. 

Third.  14th,  under  arms,  awaiting  orders,  until  5 p.  m.,  when  we  were 
ordered  to  occupy  ground  on  the  extreme  right  of  our  lines.  Arrived 
at  our  new  position  a little  after  dark  (about  7 p.  m.),  having  been  hotly 
shelled  by  the  enemy’s  batteries  on  the  way.  Encamped  for  the  night 
without  instructions,  and,  as  1 regret  to  add,  without  adequate  knowl- 
edge of  the  nature  of  the  ground  in  front  and  on  our  right. 

* Brig.  Gen.  C.  F.  Smith  commanded  the  Second  Division,  but  seems  to  have  made 
no  report. 
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15th,  at  daylight,  were  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  who  opened  on  us 
a heavy  fire  of  musketry,  at  the  same  time  outflanking  us  by  one  regi- 
ment on  our  right.  We  again  moved  towards  the  right  under  a heavy 
fire  and  formed  a new  line,  thereby  defeating  for  the  time  the  enemy’s 
objec^.  This  ground  was  steadilj^  maintained  until  exposed  to  a fiank- 
ing  fire  upon  the  right  from  fresh. troops  of  the  enemy.  With  a scarcity 
of  ammunition  in  a large  portion  of  my  line  I deemed  it  my  duty  to 
give  the  order  to  retire,  which  was  executed  steadily  and  in  good  order. 
I at  once  formed  a new  line  about  300  yards  to  the  rear,  supporting  the 
troops  on  our  left,  and  remaining  there  until  the  troops  who  had  occu-' 
pied  our  extreme  right  before  our  arrival  were  forced  to  retire  also,  when 
I ordered  my  brigade  farther  to  the  rear  within  our  lines.  I then  en- 
camped in  close  order,  and  had  the  company  rolls  called  and  the  men 
supplied  with  food  (they  having  had  none  for  nearly  thirty-six  hours), 
as  also  ammunition  to  replace  that  expended.  At  4 m.  we  were  ordered 
to  the  extreme  left  of  our  lines  to  support  the  troops  at  this  place.  The 
Twelfth  Illinois  remained  under  arms  that  night  in  support  of  the  bat- 
tery placed  in  the  redoubt  taken  by  assault  the  previous  afternoon. 

16th,  Sunday  morning,  the  enemy  having  capitulated,  I marched  my 
command  into  the  enemy’s  works,  since  which  time  they  have  guarded 
prisoners  and  captured  stores. 

I feel  proud  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  unflinching  firmness  and 
uncomplaining  conduct  of  the  men  of  my  command  during  the  whole  of 
the  siege;  also  to  their  steadiness  and  courage  displayed  while  under 
fire;  and  while  I would  not  detract  from  any  one  his  just  dues,  I must 
mention  the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Phillips,  of  the  Ninth 
Illinois;  also  Lieutenant-Colonel  Chetlain  and  Major  Ducat,  of  the 
Twelfth  Illinois,  and  Lieutenant- Colonel  Tapper,  of  the  Forty-first  Illi- 
nois; also  my  aides,  Adjt.  J.  Bates  Dickson  and  Lieut.  George  L.  Pad- 
dock,  of  the  Twelfth  Illinois,  and  Lieutenant  Babcock,  of  the  Second 
Illinois  Cavalry,  for  their  valuable  assistance.  I at  the  same  time  regret 
that  circumstances  jdaced  me  for  a portion  of  the  time  with' each  division, 
depriving  my  men  of  that  favorable  notice  to  which  their  arduous  and 
soldierly  conduct  entitled  them — conduct  inferior  to  that  of  no  troops  on 
the  field.  • 

* Trusting  that  an  opportunity  may  soon  occur  where  the  same  gallant 
conduct  on  the  part  of  my  command  may  be  again  displayed  and  appre- 
ciated, I remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  McAETHUE, 

Golonelj  Commanding  First  Brigade^  Second  Division, 

Oapt.  M.  Brayman, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  22. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Augustus  L.  Chetlain^  Twelfth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Twelfth  Eegiment  Illinois  Yolunteers, 

Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.j  February  18,  1862. 

In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  2,  I beg  leave  to  make  the 
following  report : 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant  the  Twelfth  Eegiment  of  Illinois 
Yolunteers,  which  I have  the  honor  to  command,  left  Fort  Heiman  with 
the  Ninth  and  Forty-first  Illinois  for  Fort  Donelson  via  Fort  Ilenry. 
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DuriDg  tlie  march  my  command  occupied  the  extreme  left  of  the  column. 
At  dark  we  camped  3 miles  from  Fort  Donelson.  Near  midnight  I 
received  an  order  to  move  miles  nearer  to  the  enemy’s  lines.  The 
next  morning,  with  balance  of  the  brigade,  I was  moved  up  to  sujiport 
Major  Oavender’s  artillery,  consisting  of  three  batteries.  In  the  after- 
noon I was  ordered  to  a point  still  nearer  the  lines,  where  I remained 
twenty-four  hours,  assisting  during  the  night  in  planting  two  field  pieces 
on  a hill  in  front  of  my  camp.  In  the  evening  of  Friday,  the  14th,  I was 
ordered  to  the  support  of  the  First  Division  (General  McOlernand’s),  and 
camped  for  the  night  near  the  right  of  our  lines.  The  Ninth  and  Forty- 
first  Illinois  occupied  a hill  immediately  in  front  of  me.  I had  at  this 
time  G12  effective  men  besides  my  officers. 

The  next  morning  at  7 o’clock  the  Ninth  Illinois  was  attacked  by  a 
large  body  of  skirmishers.  I was  ordered  to  move  to  the  right  of  the 
brigade  and  to  the  extreme  right  of  our  lines.  When  I reached  the 
ground  assigned  me  and  had  formed  in  line  of  battle  the  engagement 
had  become  general  along  the  line  to  my  left  for  some  distance.  Find- 
ing that  the  enemy  in  large  numbers  was  trying  to  force  in  the  right  of 
our  line,  I sent  out  Company  A,  Captain  Fisher,  and  Company  B,  Cap- 
tain Hale,  to  my  front  and  right  as  skirmishers.  They  became  engaged 
at  once.  Captain  Hale  was  killed  while  getting  his  men  in  position. 
Soon  after  I sent  Company  C,  Captain  Chesley,  to  some  vacant  build- 
ings in  front  of  the  lines,  and  one  half  of  Company  D,  under  Lieutenant 
Koehler,  to  a fence  immediately  to  his  right.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  at 
my  right  became  heavy  and  very  destructive.  At  the  end  of  twenty  to 
twenty-six  minutes  Companies  A and  B fell  back,  literally  cut  to  pieces. 
Company  C,  whose  captain  was  severely  wounded,  was  suffering  from 
the  enemy’s  fire  and  ordered  to  fall  back,  together  with  Company  D. 
Ascertaining  that  the  rest  of  my  command,  though  lying  down — brought 
in  that  position  to  escape  the  enemy’s  fire — was  suffering  severely ; that 
the  Forty-first  Illinois,  at  my  left,  had  fallen  backj  that  the  enemy  were 
coming  uj)  in  great  force ; that  the  ground  I occupied  was  very  unfavor- 
able, I ordered  a retreat,  detailing  Company  E,  Captain  Yan  Sellar,  and 
Company  F,  Captain  Campbell,  to  cover  my  retreat.  The  retreat  was 
effected  in  good  order.  Another  position  was  selected  some  600  yards 
to  the  rear,  and  was  held  until  I was  moved  to  another  part  of  the  field. 
In  the  afternoon  I was  ordere  d to  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  in  the 
Second  (General  Smith’s)  Division,  and  there  kept  my  men  in  position, 
all  sleeping  on  their  arms  till  next  morning,  when  the  enemy  surrendered. 

During  the  whole  of  the  engagement  my  officers  and  men  acted  with 
admirable  coolness  and  bravery.  In  the  hottest  of  the  battle  every  man 
stood  his  ground  until  ordered  to  retreat.  Captain  Fisher  and  Lieu- 
tenant MacLean,  of  Company  A ; Lieutenant  Towner,  Company  B ; Cap- 
tain Chesley  and  Lieutenant  Jones,  of  Com^iany  C,  and  Lieutenant 
Koehler,  of  Company  D,  deserve  great  praise  for  their  fearlessness  and 
efficiency.  All  of  the  above  companies  suffered  severely,  especially  the 
first  two,  who  came  out  of  the  engagement  with  nearly  half  of  their  men 
killed  or  wounded.  The  officers  of  Companies  E and  F acted  with  great 
efficiency  when  covering  our  retreat.  Captain  Camiibell  and  Lieutenant 
Eandolph  with  half  their  company  did  fine  execution  while  exposed  to 
a severe  fire.  Major  Ducat,  who  had  charge  of  the  left  wing  of  the 
battalion,  acted  with  great  efficiency.  I am  under  obligations  to  my 
aides.  Lieutenant  McArthur,  acting  adjutant,  and  Lieutenant  Wetmore, 
regimental  quartermaster,  for  valuable  services  during  the  engagement. 
The  officers  of  Companies  G,  H,  I,  and  K stood  up  to  their  work  man- 
fully, and  deserve  much  praise. 
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Herewitli  I send  a report  of  the  hilled,  wounded,  and  missing  of  my 
command.* 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  CHETLAIN, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding  Tivelftli  Illinois  Volunteers. 
Col.  John  McArthur, 

Commanding  First  Brigade^  Second  Division. 


No.  23 

Report  of  Col.  Isaac  C.  Pugh,  Forty-first  Illinois  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Forty-first  Eegiment  Ildinois  Volunteers, 
•Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  19,  1862. 

Sir  : In  accordance  with  an  order  issued  from  headquarters,  requiring 
commandants  of  regiments  to  report  their  operations  upon  the  field  of 
battle  during  the  investment  of  Fort  Donelson  by  our  troops,  I here- 
with transmit  the  following: 

I received  an  order  late  Friday,  February  14,  to  move  out  from  my 
encampment  of  that  day  to  the  extreme  right  line  of  our  forces,  which 
order  1 obeyed  under  the  guidance  of  Major  Mudd.  My  regiment  arrived 
at  the  designated  encampment  about  sundown  on  Friday  evening. 
After  some  instructions  from  Colonel  McArthur,  commanding  brigade, 
I hastily  examined  the  ground,  but  it  was  too  late  to  form  any  correct 
idea  of  the  ground.  I threw  out  my  picket  guard.  My  regiment  en- 
camped at  the  foot  of  the  hill.  The  next  morning  (Saturday),  just  at  day- 
light, one  of  my  picket  guard  came  in  and  informed  me  the  enemy  were 
advancing  in  strong  force.  1 immediately  ordered  out  two  companies  as 
skirmishers,  but  before  they  could  reach  the  woods  through  the  open 
field  in  front  they  were  fired  upon  by  the  enemy.  1 instantly  formed  my 
command  in  line  of  battle  just  under  the  crest  of  the  hill.  A heavy 
volley  was  then  fired  upon  my  regiment.  I ordered  a charge  ui3on  the 
enemy,  which*was  obeyed  with  alacrity,  when  the  enemy  retreated  from 
behind  the  fence  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  field  and  from  their  ambush 
in  the  timber  on  my  right  to  their  rifle  pits,  a distance  of  half  a mile. 
As  this  movement  (the  charge)  had  not  been  general  on  the  part  of  our 
troops,  I halted  my  command  on  the  field,  when  the  enemy  returned 
with  renewed  force  and  recommenced  the  conflict.  I now  discovered  he 
was  extending  his  lines  and  outfianking  me  on  the  right.  I then  moved 
my  command  by  the  right  flank  so  as  to  more  fully  occupy  the  woods 
and  give  room  for  the  Ninth  Illinois  Eegiment  to  form  on  my  left  in  bat- 
tle line. 

At  this  juncture  Colonel  Oglesby,  commanding  brigade,  arrived,  and 
approved  my  entire  action  when  he  learned  that  during  all  this  time  I 
had  acted  upon  my  own  responsibility.  Colonel  McArthur  approved, 
and  gave. me  some  orders  as  to  future  movements,  and  had  the  Twelfth 
Illinois  Eegiment  to  form  in  my  rear,  which  they  occupied  till  my  com- 
mand, pressed  by  an  overwhelming  force  and  exposed  to  a most  terrible 
fire,  retired.  My  right  flank  passed  through  the  ranks  of  the  Twelfth 
Illinois  Eegiment,  which  movement  was  made  in  good  order,  excepting 
some  little  confusion  on  my  right,  which  was  hardest  pressed  by  the 
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euemy.  They  were  soon  rallied,  however,  and  formed  in  line  by  Lien- 
tenant-Oolonel  Tapper.  The  firing  was  kept  up  until  we  had  in  connec- 
tion with  other  regiments  fallen  back  500  yards,  where  my  command 
was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  and  awaited  the  renewal  of  the  attack, 
which  the  enemy  did  not  make,  and  we  were  drawn  off  in  good  order  by 
Colonel  McArthur. 

The  officers  and  men,  with  but  one  or  two  exceptions,  acted  with  great 
gallantry.  My  command,  consisting  of  about  500  men,  were  engaged 
in  battle  three  hours.  1 had  15  men  killed,  117  wounded,  and  3 missing.* 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

I.  C.  PUGH, 

Colonel  Forty -first  Illinois  Regiment, 

Thomas  J.  Newsham, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Bo.  24. 

Report  of  Col.  John  Cooh,  Seventeenth  Illinois  Infantry^  commanding 

Third  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division, 

ClarlcsvilUj  Tenn.,  March  6,  1862. 

General  : In  pursuance  of  orders  from  division  headquarters  I have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

Monday,  the  3d  day  of  February,  the  Seventh  Infantry  Illinois  Yol- 
unteers,  under  my  command,  embarked  at  Fort  Holt,  Ky.,  on  board  the 
steamer  City  of  Memphis,  under  orders  to  join  an  expedition  against 
Fort  Henry,  Tenu.  Landing  at  Paducah,  I reported  to  you,  from  whom 
orders  were  received  assigning  to  the  Third  Brigade  the  following  regi- 
ments, viz : Seventh  Illinois,  Seventh  Iowa,  Twelfth  Iowa,  Thirteenth 
Missouri,  and  Fiftieth  Illinois  Volunteers,  with  Captain  Eichardson’s 
battery  (20  pounder  rifled  guns)  of  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery.  In 
company  with  other  troops,  the  command  arrived  at  Camp  Halleck  by 
river,  4 miles  below  Fort  Henry,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  instant, 
when  it  was  disembarked,  under  orders  from  Brigadier-General  Grant, 
commanding  the  District  of  Cairo,  to  proceed  by  land,  without  trans- 
portation, under  temporary  command  of  General  McClernand.  The  5th 
instant  remained  at  Camp  Halleck.  On  the  morning  of  the  6th  left 
Camp  Halleck  by  land  for  Fort  Henry.  A severe  rain  storm  the  night 
previous  to  our  departure,  together  with  the  swollen  state  of  the  streams 
from  continued  rains  and  the  absence  of  all  transportation,  rendered 
the  march  extremely  difficult,  the  troops  suffering  intensely  from  ford- 
ing the  numerous  creeks,  often  wading  so  deep  as  almost  to  submerge 
their  cartridge-boxes.  But,  inspired  by  the  frequent  reports  of  artillery 
from  the  gunboats,  the  men  pressed  on  cheerfully.  Impeded  by  the 
almost  impassable  roads  and  the  necessity  of  assisting  Captain  Eich- 
ardson’s  battery  out  of  the  innumerable  mud-holes,  the  command  pro- 
ceeded slowly.  About  2 p.  m.  received  orders  from  General  Grant  to 
advance  the  infantry  without  regard  to  the  artillery.  Having  gone  a 
short  distance,  the  guide  led  us  off  the  road  about  a mile,  which  had  to 
he  countermarched.  Surmounting  every  obstacle,  the  infantry  reached 
the  outworks  of  Fort  Henry  soon  after  retreat,  where  they  encamped 
on  the  damp  ground  much  wearied,  many  without  a single  blanket,  all 
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traDsportation  having  been  left  in  the  morning,  and  some  of  the  regi- 
ments leaving  even  their  knapsacks.  Captain  Richardson’s  battery  was 
left  midway  between  Camp  Halleck  and  Fort  Henry,  being  unable  to 
proceed  on  account  of  the  impracticability  of  the  roads.  The  7th  instant 
quartered  the  infantry  in  Fort  Henry,  partly  in  tents  and  partly  in 
barracks  formerly  occupied  by  the  rebels. 

The  8th  instant  four  companies  of  infantry  were  sent  by  transports 
to  Camp  Halleck,  with  orders  to  bring  up  onr  baggage  left  there,  and 
also  Captain  Richardson’s  battery,  which  they  accomplished,  returning 
the  following  day.  On  the  8th  the  Thirteenth  Missouri  Volunteers,  Col. 
C.  J.  Wright,  which  had  been  assigned  to  the  Third  Brigade,  arrived 
from  Smithland.  The  lOth  instant,  having  with  much  trouble  and  labor 
made  bridges  over  the  slough  formed  by  backwater  from  the  Tennessee 
River,  the  command  encamped  1 mile  from  the  river,  immediately  inside 
of  the  outer  fortifications,  where  we  remained  until  the  morning  of  the 
12th. 

On  the  11th  instant  the  Seventh  Iowa  Volunteers  was  transferred  from 
the  brigade  and  the  Fifty-second  Indiana  added.  Major  Cavender’s  entire 
battalion  of  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery  having  been  in  the  mean  time 
temporarily  assigned  to  the  brigade.  Leaving  Fort  Henry  at  8 o’clock 
a.  m.  the  12th  instant,  the  command  arrived  within  a mile  and  a half  of 
Fort  Donelson  at  3 o’clock  p.  m.,  tbe  road  being  .excellent  and  all  trans- 
portation having-  been  left  at  Fort  Henry.  Distance  marched,  12  miles. 
The  position  assigned  the  brigade  under  my  command  was  well  chosen,- 
being  a high  ridge  of  nearly  1 mile  in  length,  and  almost  overlooking 
the  enemy’s  works  on  his  right.  In  fine  spirits,  with  full  assurance  of 
success,  the  troops  passed  the  night,  prepared  for  an  attack  should  a 
sally  be  made  from  the  fort.  The  13th,  the  men’s  haversacks  being  Avell 
filled,  a hearty  breakfast  was  eaten  at  an  early  hour,  and  under  orders 
at  8 a.  m.  I moved  the  command  up  the  Dover  road  to  a point  within 
one-half  mile  of  the  enemy’s  outer  works ; deployed  in  line  the  Seventh 
Illinois  on  the  right  and  Fifty- second  Indiana  on  the  left  as  skirmishers. 
The  command  moved  steadily  forward  through  the  dens^  timber,  cross- 
ing the  deep  ravine  without  resistance  until  the  Seventh  Illinois,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Babcock  commanding,  found  itself  within  short  range  of  a 
battery  till  then  undiscovered,  which  immediately  upon  appearance  of 
our  colors  opened  a destructive  fire,  killing  instantly  Capt.  NT.  E.  Mend  ell, 
Company  I,  and  wounding  several  others.  Owing  to  the  density  of  the 
timber  our  own  artillery  was  not  yet  in  i^osition.  The  regiment  retired 
beyond  range  and  to  the  support  of  Captain  Richardson’s  battery,  First 
Missouri  Light  Artillery,  just  going  into  position.  With  the  remaining 
four  regiments  I proceeded  to  the  summit  of  a ridge  overlooking  the  fort, 
a distance  of  nearly  600  yards  intervening,  the  immensity  of  the  abatis 
covering  the  whole  precluding  the  possibility  of  proceeding  farther  but 
by  an  unwarranted  destruction  of  life,  the  enemy  in  force  being  secure, 
concealed  in  his  rifle  pits  and  behind  his  palisades,  from  which  contin- 
uous firing  was  kept  up  during  the  remaining  portion  of  the  day, 
answered  by  sharpshooters  and  skirmishers  from  our  side,  each  side 
sustaining  a slight  loss.  This  position  gained,  it  was  held  during  the 
night,  the  men  resting  on  their  arms  without  fires  and  without  blankets, 
everything  but  arms  and  ammunition  having  been  cast  aside  on  ap- 
l^roaching  the  fort. 

On  the  14th,  after  a long  and  weary  night  of  watching,  the  men  being 
unprovided  with  tents  or  blankets  and  our  immediate  proximity  to  the 
enemy’s  works  and  batteries  precluding  the  possibility  of  building  fires, 
knowing  that  the  light  would  draw  his  fire  from  his  two  strong  redoubts. 
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under  which  we  lay,  the  troops  under  my  command  arose  at  an  early 
hour,  shook  the  thick  covering  of  snow  from  their  overcoats,  partook  of 
a meager  breakfast,  and  cheerfully  resumed  their  old  position  under  the 
intrenchments.  Though  suffering  from  the  snow  and  rain  of  the  pre- 
vious night,  they  returned  during  the  whole  of  the  day  the  enemy’s  fire, 
doing  him  no  little  damage.  Night  again  coming  on,  the  troops  fell  back 
for  rest  and  such  refreshments  as  could  under  the  circumstances  be  had, 
reasons  before  mentioned  preventing  the  building  of  fires. 

Here  necessity  compels  me  to  state  that  Colonel  Wright,  in  violation 
of  direct  orders,  removed  his  command,  the  Thirteenth  Missouri,  to  its 
first  position  occupied  before  the  investment.  Immediately  upon  being 
informed  of  the  same,  I proceeded  on  foot,  and  in  person  ordered  his 
return.  His  comi^liance  with  the  order  again  left  the  command  in  its 
original  line  and  in  readiness  for  a combined  attack  on  the  following 
day. 

Saturday,  the  15th,  after  another  night  of  snow  and  severe  cold,  the 
troops  suffering  intensely,  but  without  murmurs,  four  regiments  of  my 
command  returned  to  their  original  position  (the  Seventh  Illinois  hav- 
ing been  sent  the  day  previous  farther  to  the  right  to  support  Captain 
Richardson’s  battery),  they  having  been  permitted  to  fall  back  by  com- 
panies out  of  range  of  the  enemy’s  guns  to  cook  their  breakfast  and 
thaw  their  frozen  clothes.  At  9 a.  m.,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  divis- 
ion headquarters,  the  Thirteenth  Missouri  Volunteers  was  sent  to  the 
right  to  support  a battery  left  unprotected  by  the  withdrawal  of  a i)or- 
tion  of  Colonel  McArthur’s  brigade,  and  the  Fifty-second  Indiana,  Col- 
onel Smith,  was  ordered  to  the  extreme  left  to  repel  any  sally  which  the 
enemy  might  make  from  that  quarter,  a gap  in  his  breastworks  having 
been  left  for  egress,  leaving  only  the  Twelfth  Iowa  and  Fiftieth  Illinois, 
with  one  battalion  of  Birge’s  Sharpshooters,  to  engage  the  enemy  along 
a line  of  half  a mile  in  extent.  At  2 i).  m.  orders  came  from  General 
Smith  to  increase  the  number  of  skirmishers  from  my  command  and 
more  completely  engage  the  enemy’s  attention,  while  he  in  person,  with 
Colonel  Bauman’s  brigade  and  the  Fifty-second  Indiana,  stormed  the 
entrance  previously  mentioned. 

The  fortifications  having  been  gained  by  General  Smith  and  the 
enemy’s  infantry  having  been  driven  back,  I sent  a messenger  to  Gen- 
eral Grant,  asking  permission  to  move  my  brigade  up  to  the  support  of 
Colonel  Bauman,  and,  if  possible,  take  the  enemy’s  batteries,  which  were 
pouring  in  upon  him  a murderous  fire,  of  grape,  canister,  and  shell. 
While  awaiting  the  return  of  the  messenger  information  was  received 
that  the  Stars  and  Stripes  were  flying  over  the  main  battery  of  the 
enemy,  when  orders  were  immediately  given  to  cease  firing,  which  hav- 
ing been  complied  with  and  the  companies  thrown  out  as  skirmishers 
ordered  to  rejoin  their  commands,  I ascertained  the  Stars  and  Strqjes 
were  raised  by  the  rebels  that  we  might  be  drawn  within  their  reach. 
The  messenger  having  returned,  I abandoned  the  position,  and  with  all 
the  speed  possible  proceeded  over  the  abatis,  under  a heavy  fire  of  grape 
and  canister.  The  distance  being  short,  the  discharges  caused  but  little 
damage,  overshooting  us  just  enough  to  tear  into  shreds  the  colors 
of  the  Seventh  Illinois,  which  regiment  had  been  ordered  by  General 
Grant  to  rejoin  me,  two  pieces  of  the  battery  it  was  supporting  having 
been  placed  in  position  within  the  intrenchments,  and  succeeded,  with 
the  assistance  of  infantry,  in  silencing  the  battery  of  the  enemy,  ghdng 
us  at  a late  hour  full  possession  of  his  outer  works  on  his  right,  he  hav- 
ing been  driven  to  take  cover  under  his  inner  intrenchments.  The  Fifty- 
second  Indiana,  from  the  lateness  of  the  hoiir  having  been  ordered  back, 
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by  direction  of  General  Smith  we  were  instructed  to  hold  the  position 
obtained  during  the  night  and  immediately  prepare  for  a combined 
assault  the  following  morning,  with  the  simple  command  from  General 
Smith,  ‘‘Take  it,  sir!”  During  the  night  the  men  rested  upon  their 
arms,  and  for  the  first  time  built  fire?^,  which  enabled  them  to  rest  more 
coufortably. 

Aroused  at  an  early  hour  Sunday,  the  16th,  we  partook  of  a scanty 
breakfast.  Called  to  your  headquarters,  I was  directed  to  order  two 
regiments  to  the  relief  of  Colonel  Lauman,  two  additional  regiments  to 
their  support  a little  retired,  holding  one  regiment  in  reserve.  The 
Seventh  Kegiment  having  expended  more  ammunition  the  day  pre- 
vious than  any  of  the  others,  having  an  average  of  only  nine  rounds  to 
the  man,  and  being  compelled  to  await  the  arrival  of  ammunition  with 
which  to  fill  the  boxes,  was  selected  as  the  reserve.  About  the  time  of 
the  arrival  of  the  ammunition,  whilst  the  men  were  filling  their  boxes, 
the  woods  around  were  made  to  ring  with  loud  and  enthusiastic  cheers 
from  the  troops  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Lauman  and  myself, 
announcing  the  unconditional  surrender  of  Fort  Donelson,  giving  us 
uninterrupted  ingress  into  and  peaceful  possession  of  its  entire  rebel 
contents.  A full  and  complete  statement  of  the  number  of  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  has  in  a previous  report  been  supplied  you.* 

In  accordance  with  your  order  to  allude  to  and  particularize  those 
deserving  of  commendation,  it  affords  me  much  ideasure  to  mention  the 
following  officers,  viz : Colonel  Bane  and  Adjutant  Brown,  of  the  Fif- 
tieth Illinois ; Colonel  Smith  and  staff,  of  the  Fifty-second  Indiana ; 
Colonel  Woods  and  Major  Brodtbeck,  Twelfth  Iowa,  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Babcock  and  Major  Rowett,  Captain  Monroe,  Company  B ; Cap- 
tain W ard.  Company  A ; Captain  Lawyer,  Company  C,  and  Lieutenant 
Johnson,  commanding  Company  I (Captain  Mendell  having  been  killed 
in  the  first  engagement),  of  the  Seventh  Illinois  Volunteers,  and  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  of  the  medical  staff,  viz:  Dr.  R.  L.  Metcalf,  surgeon, 
and  James  Ilamiltou,  assistant  surgeon.  Seventh  Illinois ; Dr.  Finley,  as- 
sistant surgeon  of  the  Twelfth  Iowa,  and  Dr.  Brown,  assistant  surgeon  of 
the  Thirteenth  Missouri  Volunteers,  who  were  constantly  upon  the  field, 
regardless  of  danger  and  fatigue.  Too  high  praise  and  commendation 
cannot  be  bestowed  upon  the  medical  staff  of  my  command.  Being 
almost  entirely  destitute  of  staff  officers  myself,  I cannot  refrain  from  an 
exiiression  of  both  gratitude  and  approbation  for  the  bravery  and  con- 
duct exhibited  by  Lieut.  B.  F.  Smith,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general 
of  the  Third  Brigade,  and  Private  John  C.  Brand,  composing  my  entire 
staff.  Being  repeatedly  called  upon  to  act  in  the  same  capacity  myself 
rendered  the  labors  necessary  for  the  proper  command  of  the  brigade 
more  arduous  than  upon  any  previous  occasion. 

There  are  doubtless  many  others  deserving  of  especial  mention  at  my 
hand  for  gallant  conduct,  but,  being  almost  wholly  unacquainted  with 
four  regiments  of  my  command,  I am  unable  to  render  to  them  the  praise 
merited.  Truth  and  justice  require  me  to  say  that  the  entire  command 
behaved  in  a manner  deserving  of  approbation,  cheerfully  enduring  the 
fatigue  and  exposure  attendant  upon  the  most  inclement  weather  known 
in  this  latitude. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  COOK, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division, 

Brig.  Gen.  0.  F.  Smith, 

Comdg.  Second  Division,  District  West  Tennessee,  JJ.  S.  Army. 
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No.  25. 

Report  of  Col,  J.  J.  Woods,  Tivelfth  Iowa  Injanfry. 

Headquaetees  Twelfth  Iowa  Infantey, 

Fort  Donelson,  February  18,  1862. 

Sir  : In  obedience  to  Special  Orders,  No.  2,  headquarters  Second 
Division,  army  in  the  field,  Brigadier-General  Smith  commanding,  I 
have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the 
Twelfth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry  in  the  recent  attack  on  Fort  Donelson, 
Tenn. : 

On  Wednesday,  the  12th  instant,  the  regiment,  being  a part  of  Col. 
J.  Cook’s  (Third)  brigade.  Second  Division,  marched  from  Fort  Henry  to 
the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Donelson,  formed  line  of  battle  to  the  left  of 
the  Dover  road,  and  slept  on  their  arms  ready  for  action. 

Thursday  morning,  at  8.30  o’clock,  we  marched  down  to  and  up  the 
Dover  road  about  half  a mile,  when  we  filed  to  the  left  and  formed  line 
of  battle;  threw  forward  the  flanking  companies  as* skirmishers,  and 
marched  forward  down  a long  slope  that  lay  in  front,  the  grape  shot  and 
shell  of  the  enemy  flying  thick  around  us  all  the  time.  Our  skirmishers 
advanced  to  the  top  of  the  hill  that  lay  in  front  of  us.  The  battalion 
halted  at  two-thirds  of  the  distance  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  where  it  was  pro- 
tected from  the  enemy’s  fire  by  the  ridge  in  front.  It  was  but  a few 
minutes  after  our  skirmishers  reached  the  top  of  the  ridge  in  front  when 
Private  Edward  C.  Buckner,  of  Company  A,  was  shot  dead,  a ball  taking 
efl^ect  in  the  eye.  No  further  damage  occurred  to  the  regiment  that  day, 
though  the  enemy  kept  up  a constant  fire. 

The  following  night  was  very  stormy,  and,  as  we  were  ordered  not  to 
make  fires,  the  men  suffered  from  the  wet  and  cold. 

Early  on  Friday  morning  skirmishing  began  between  our  men  and 
the  enemy,  which  was  kept  up  all  day.  During  the  day  two  of  our  men 
were  struck  with  spent  balls,  but  these  did  not  disable  them. 

At  night-fall  eight  companies  retired  and  built  fires,  but  passed  an  un- 
pleasant night.  Companies  D and  F remained  as  a guard  over  the  ground 
we  had  occupied  during  the  day. 

Saturday  until  noon  a random  fire  was  kept  up  with  the  enemy. 
During  this  and  the  preceding  days  we  were  nobly  supported  by  the 
coolness,  bravery,  and  efficiency  of  a portion  of  Birge’s  sharpshooters, 
who  CO- operated  with  us.  Our  right  flank  was  protected  by  the  Fiftieth 
Illinois,  Colonel  Bane  commanding.  Our  front  and  left  flanks  were 
unsupported,  except  by  our  own  skirmishers  and  the  sharpshooters. 

At  about  2 p.  m.  Saturday,  15th,  the  Twelfth  Iowa,  Fiftieth  Illinois, 
and  sharpshooters  were  ordered  to  make  a feint  attack  to  draw  the 
enemy’s  fire.  The  men  went  cheerfully  to  the  work  assigned  them,  and 
kepf  up  a warm  tire  on  the  enemy,  while  Colonel  Lauman’s  brigade,  on 
our  left,  advanced  on  the  enemy  and  got  possession  of  a part  of  the 
enemy’s  outworks  and  hoisted  the  American  flag  thereon.  We  were 
then  ordered  to  their  support.  We  moved  rapidly  by  the  left  flank  aud 
charged  over  the  down  timber  which  the  enemy  had  cut  for  his  protec- 
tion. At  this  time  a galling  fire  of  grape  from  the  enemy  poured  in 
among  us,  wounding  8 or  10  of  our  men. 

On  reaching  the  breastworks  some  confusion  was  caused  by  the  re- 
treat of  a portion  of  Colonel  Lauman’s  brigade,  who,  having  expended 
all  their  ammunition,  were  comiielled  to  fall  back.  By  some  exertion 
our  men  were  rallied,  and  we  opened  a warm  fire  on  the  enemy,  who 
also  poured  a warm  fire  of  grape  upon  us  from  their  battery  on  our  right 
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and  of  musketry  on  our  front.  In  this  cross-fire  we  fought  the  enemy 
two  liours,  advancing  on  them  into  a ravine  inside  their  breastworks. 
At  length  we  were  withdrawn  outside  of  the  works.  During  this  time 
we  lost  1 man  killed  and  27  wounded. 

During  all  this  time  Lieutenant-Colonel  Coulter  behaved  wdth  the 
utmost  coolness  and  bravery,  performing  his  duties  regardless  of  the 
danger  to  which  he  was  exposed.  Major  Brodtbeck  and  Sergeant-Major 
Morrisy  aided  much  in  rallying  the  men. 

When  we‘  began  to  march  to  support  Colonel  Lauman,  Companies  A 
and  G were  out  skirmishing.  I dispatched  Adjutant  Duncan  to  bring 
them  up,  which  was  speedily  done,  and  he  performed  all  other  duties 
required  ^f  him  promptly  and  effectively. 

Surgeon  Parker  was  on  duty  at  the  hospital.  Assistant  Surgeon 
Finley  performed  faithful  service  in  attending  the  Avounded. 

Lieut.  J.  B.  Dorr,  quartermaster,  was  performing  his  duty  in  for- 
warding supplies.  His  energy  and  efficiency  cannot  be  too  highly 
praised. 

The  color-bearer,  Sergeant  Grannis,  showed  much  coolness  amid  the 
sharp  fire  of  the  enemy,  and,  without  particularizing,  every  commis- 
sioned officer  of  the  regiment  performed  his  duties  without  flinching. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates, 
with  but  few  exceptions. 

Eespectfully, 


J.  J.  WOODS, 

Colonel  Twelfth  Iowa  Volunteers, 

Capt.  Thomas  J.  Newsham, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


m,  26. 


Report  of  Col,  Crafts  J.  Wright^  Thirteenth  Missouri  Infantry. 

0 


Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  17,  1862.  i 
Sir  : I herewith  report  to  you,  under  Order  No.  2,  the  operations  of 
this  regiment  against  the  enemy  and  the  casualties  which  have  resulted: 

On  Friday  evening  we  were  ordered  to  retain  our  position  behind  the  i 
sharpshooters  as  skirmishers,  and  which  we  had  occupied  during  the  j 
day.  We  remained  in  this  position  wdthout  fires  during  the  storm  i 
of  rain,  hail,  and  snow.  The  clothes  of  the  men  were  drenched  and  | 
frozen  upon  them.  I sat  upon  a log  wrapped  in  my  blanket  until  3 i 
o’clock,  when  permission  was  given  to  go  back  half  a mile  and  build  { 
fires  to  dry  the  men*  Saturday,  notwithstanding  the  severe  duty  and  j 
exposure  of  the  previous  day,  we  resumed  our  position  at  8 o’clock  a.  m.  4 
We  were  ordered  by  General  Smith  to  change  position  to  prevent  the  ; 
enemy  from  advancing  by  one  of  the  roads,  and  also  to  sustain  a bat-  ’ 
tery  of  several  pieces  planted  for  the  same  purpose.  To  be  better  pre-  j 
pared,  our  men  threw  off  their  knapsacks  and  blankets  at  the  sugges-  >;  | 
tion  of  General  Grant.  We  thus  prevented  any  advance  in  that  quarter,  ' ii 
Late  in  the  afternoon  we  were  again  changed  and  ordered  to  the  v. 


trenches,  through  which  the  entrance  was  finally  made.  We  were 
allowed,  just  as  we  reached  our  place,  to  withdraw  and  bivouac  near  by 
for  the  night.  On  Sunday  morning  we  were  ordered  to  the  advance  in 
the  trenches.  I was  prepared  to  leave  upon  the  ground  whatever  num- 
ber was  necessary  to  plant  the  Stars  and  Stripes  of  our  country  on  the 
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intrenched  position  of  the  enemy,  and  all  of  my  men  stood  to  their 
places.  I am  bappy  to  say  no  sacrifice  was  necessary,  but  that  shortly 
after  bein^?  in  position  I was  enabled  to  send  forward  the  color  company 
(C)  with  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  and  that  tbus. your  brigade  were  enabled 
to  announce  to  our  friends  beyond  and  about  that  Foit  Donelson  bad 
surrendered  and  tbe  engagement  ended.  I can  say  all  did  tbeir  duty. 
Eespectfully, 

CEAFTS  J.  WEIGHT, 
Colonel  Thirteenth  Missouri  Volunteers, 

Col.  John  Cook, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division, 


Eo.  27. 

Report  of  Capt.  Henry  Richardson,  Battery  D,  First  Missouri  Light 

Artillery, 

Camp  near  Fort  Donelson,  February  18,  1862.  • 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

On  the  morning  of  Thursday,  February  13,  I placed  my  battery  in 
position  facing  an  outwork  of  the  enemy,  distant  about  1,400  yards,  and 
subsequently,  by  order  of  General  Smith,  moved  about  500  yards  to  tbe 
right. 

During  the  next  day  I engaged  with  one  section  a battery  of  the 
enemy,  and  being  very  warmly  replied  to,  was  obliged  to  cease  firing 
after  expending  about  50  rounds. 

During  the  night  I sent  my  second  section  to  occupy  the  point  of  the 
ridge  upon  which  I was,  distant  about  400  yards  to  the  right,  and  had 
a slight  breastwork  thrown  up. 

During  the  next  day  (Saturday)  both  sections  tried  to  engage  the 
enemy’s  battery,  but  no  reply  was  elicited.  From  tbe  guns  of  tbe  sec- 
ond section  several  shots  were  thrown  into  tbe  enemy’s  camp. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  my  first  section  was  moved  to  tbe  extreme  right 
by  order  of  General  Grant,  but  returned  without  being  engaged. 

About  100  rounds  were  expended.  One  man  is  missing. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  EICHAEDSOE^, 

Commanding  Company  D,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery, 
Lieut.  Charles  Green, 

Adjutant  Second  Battalion,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery, 


Ho,  28. 

Report  of  Capt,  F,  Welher,  Battery  H,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery, 

Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  18,  1862. 
Sir  : I have  the  honor  herewith  to  furnish  you  the  following  report  of 
the  engagement : 

On  Thursday  morning,  February  13,  Lieutenant  Tannrath,  of  my  com- 
pany, received  orders  to  take  a position  with  one  piece  on  tbe  road  leading 
to  the  enemy’s  intrencbments  and  within  about  800  yards  of  the  enemy’s 
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guns.  After  firing  5 rounds  the  enemy’s  fire  became  too  severe  to  longer 
hold  the  position.  The  piece  was  then  taken  away,  with  the  loss  of  1 
man  killed.  1 next  took  a position  farther  to  the  right,  on  a hill  oppo- 
site the  enemy’s  center.  This  position  I held  until  late  in  the  afternoon 
of  Thursday. 

February  14,  after  firing  about  30  rounds,  I received  orders  to  take 
ray  battery  to  the  right.  Crossing  the  ravine,  I took  a position  about 
the  center  of  the  right  wing.  Here  I remained  nearly  all  day  Friday, 
waiting  for  orders  to  commence  firing.  Late  in  the  afternoon  of  Friday 
Lieutenant  Tannrath,  with  one  piece,  proceeded  to  take  a position  where 
the  enemy  were  throwing  shell  and  canister  with  fearful  effect.  In  the 
face  of  a very  severe  tire  the  piece  was  placed  in  position,  and  after 
firing  some  8 or  10  shots  the  enemy’s  battery  was  silenced. 

This  position  was  held  until  Saturday  morning,  the  15th,  when  the 
enemy  came  out  in  foTce  and  drove  our  troops  back.  All  the  infantry 
having  fell  back,  my  piece  was  brought  away.  After  this  I received 
orders  to  take  my  battery  to  the  left  and  support  a charge  made  by  the 
left  wing.  I took  three  pieces  and  placed  them  inside  the  enemy’s  in- 
treuchments,  and  held  that  position  until  Sunday  morning,  February  16. 

I would  mention  that  too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  Lieu- 
tenants Tannrath  and  Edwards.  All  the  rest  behaved  themselves  with 
credit. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  WELKER, 

Capt.  Comdg,  Company  JI,  First  Rcgt.  Mo.  Light  Artillery. 

Lieut.  Charles  Green, 

Adjutant  Second  Battalion.^  First  Begt.  Mo.  Light  Artillery. 


Ko.  29. 

Report  of  Capt.  George  S.  Stone^  Battery  K,  First  Missotiri  Light  Artillery. 

Fort  Donelson,  Cumberland  Eiyer,  Tenn., 

February  17,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
in  the  action  of  the  12th,  13th,  14th,  and  15th  instant  by  Battery  K. 

Left  camp  near  Fort  Henry  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant  j 
marched  some  10  miles,  and  placed  in  position  opposite  intrenchments  ] 
of  the  enemy,  where  I remained  until  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant, 
when  I changed  position  and  planted  a section  of  battery  on  hill  oppo- 
site the  center  of  enemy’s  column,  wliere  we  opened  fire  with  great  effect,  ; 
covering  the  advance  of  General  Smith’s  division  on  the  left.  At  about 
3 p.  m.  was  ordered  by  General  Smith  to  the  left  and  to  take  position  " 
in  intrenchments,  which  was  done,  when  we  opened  a heavy  fire  of  can-  ;; 
ister  and  shell  on  the  enemy,  forcing  them  from  their  position  and  silenc-  li 
ing  one  of  their  guns.  Eemained  in  this  position  during  the  night  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  O’Connell,  and  marched  in  at  head  of  column  *1 
on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  when  the  enemy  surrendered.  . 

Too  much  credit  cannot  be  awarded  to  Lieutenant  Hines  for  the  gal-  ; 
lantry  and  bravery  with  which  he  comported  himself  in  the  engagement  • 
of  the  15th. 

Sergeants  Joyce  and  Donnelly  are  deserving  of  great  credit,  as  also 
Private  Miller  j in  short,  where  all  the  men  were  excellent  it  would  boi 
invidious  to  particularize.  I 
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Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  none ; 1 horse  killed  and  2 severely 
wounded. 

Private  Casey  was  wounded  on  the  night  of  the  IGth,  supposed  by  a 
shot  from  pickets  j slight. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  n.  STONE, 

Captain  Battery  K,  Second  Battalion  First  Mo.  Light  Artillery. 
Lieutenant  Green, 

Adjuta7d  Second  Battalion  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery. 


No.  30. 

Beport  of  Col.  James  C.  Veatch^  Twenty  fifth  Lndiana  Lnfantry^  Fourth 
Brigade^  Second  Division. 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-fifth  Eegiment  Indiana  Volunteers, 

Fort  Donelson^  Tenn.^  February  18,  18G2. 

In  compliance  with  your  order  I herewith  respectfully  submit  a re- 
port of  the  part  taken  by  the  Twenty-fifth  Eegiment  Indiana  Volun- 
teers in  the  actions  which  took  place  between  our  forces  and  the  rebels 
on  the  left  wing  of  our  army  on  the  13th  and  15th  days  of  February, 
18G2,  at  Fort  Donelson. 

The  Twenty-fifth  Indiana  Eegiment  marched  with  the  brigade  from 
Fort  Henry  on  the  12th  of  February,  and  bivouacked  at  night  on  the 
extreme  left  of  our  lines,  within  less  tlian  half  a mile  of  the  enemy. 
Ever^’thiug  remained  quiet  during  the  night.  At  10  o’clock  a.  m.  on  the 
loth  we  moved  forward  in  line  of  battle  to  the  top  of  the  hill  which  wms 
between  us  and  the  enemy’s  breastworks.  Here  I received  your  order 
to  fix  bayonets  and  charge  the  rebels,  and,  if  possible,  drive  them  from 
their  works.  The  timber  was  so  thick  that  we  could  only  see  here  and 
there  a part  of  the  rebel  works,  but  could  form  no  idea  of  their  range 
or  extent.  I sent  forward,  as  directed,  the  flank  companies — A and  B, 
Captains  Saltzman  and  Eheinlander — to  deploy  as  skirmishers,  which 
they  did  most  admirably,  and  the  regiment  moved  forward  on  the  charge. 
Our  flank  companies  as  they  advanced  found  the  enemy’s  works  ex- 
tended far  to  our  left,  and  they  very  properly  moved  to  the  left  and  took 
position  on  a hill,  where  they  did  valuable  service  by  preventing  a fire 
on  our  flank  from  the  bnemy’s  rifle  pits,  and  in  keeping  silent  a G-pounder 
field  piece  that  was  brought  to  bear  on  us  from  that  direction.  At  the 
foot  of  the  hill  the  enemy  poured  on  us  a terrible  fire  of  musketry,  grai^e, 
and  canister,  with  a few  shells. 

The  rebel  breastworks  were  now  in  plain  view  on  the  top  of  the  hill. 
The  heavy  timber  on  the  hill-side  had  been  felled,  forming  a dense  mass 
of  brush  and  logs.  Through  and  over  these  obstacles  our  men  advanced 
against  the  enemy’s  fire  with  perfect  coolness  and  steadiness,  never 
halting  for  a moment  until  they  received  your  order.  After  a halt  of  a 
few  minutes  they  again  advanced  within  a short  distance  of  the  enemy’s 
breastworks,  when  their  fire  from  a G-pounder  field  i)iece  and  12-pounder 
howitzer  on  our  right  was  so  destructive,  that  it  became  necessary  to 
halt  and  direct  the  men  to  lie  down  to  save  us  from  very  heavy  loss. 
After  remaining  under  a very  heavy  fire  for  two  hours  and  fifteen  min- 
utes, with  no  opportunity  to  return  the  fire  to  advantage,  the  enemy 
being  almost  entirely  hid,  and  seeing  no  movement  indicating  afurtlier 
advance  from  any  part  of  the  line,  I asked  your  x)ermission  to  withdraw 
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iny  regiment,  to  save  it  from  heavy  loss  where  we  could  do  no  good.  In 
retiring,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  ground  and  our  exposed  position, 
the  men  were  thrown  into  slight  confusion,  but  they  rallied  promptly  at 
the  foot  of  the  hill  and  remained  in  that  position  until  night,  when  we 
moved  back,  as  directed  by  you,  to  the  ground  we  occupied  in  the  morn- 
ing. We  lost  in  this  action  14  killed  aud  G1  wounded. 

On  the  14th  considerable  tiring  was  kept  up  between  our  skirmishers 
and  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters,  but  nothing  of  importance  occurred. 

On  the  15th,  at  2 o’clock  p.  m.,  we  formed  a line  of  battle,  and  I sent 
forward  Company  B,  Captain  Eheinlander,  to  deploy  as  skirmishers  and 
advance  in  front  of  the  regiment.  This  order  he  executed  promptly, 
and  moved  his  company  forward  at  double-quick.  A few  moments  after, 
the  order  came  to  me  to  move  my  regiment  by  the  left  flank  and  follow 
to  support  the  Fifty-second  Indiana  and  Second  Iowa  Eegiments.  This 
movement  left  Captain  Eheinlander  without  support,  but  he  advanced 
boldly  to  the  enemy’s  rifle  pits  to  the  right  of  the  point  where  they  were 
being  attacked  by  the  Second  Iowa  and  drove  back  the  enemy,  and  was 
among  the  first,  if  not  the-  very  first,  of  our  forces  that  mounted  the 
breastworks. 

We  moved  by  the  left  flank  to  the  creek  bottom  on  our  left  and  beyond 
some  old  houses,  where  the  left  halted  and  the  right  was  brought  for- 
ward, and  we  advanced  in  line  of  battle  up  the  hill  on  the  run,  and 
eiitered  the  enemy’s  works  at  the  point  where  they  had  been  taken  hy 
the  Second  Iowa.  We  pushed  forward  across  the  field  in  the  direction 
of  the  heaviest  firing  until  we  reached  the  bottom  of  a deep  hollow. 
Here  we  halted  to  form  our  line,  which  was  somewhat  broken  in  advanc- 
ing, and  prepared  to  move  forward,  but  seeing  the  forces  in  front  of  us 
slowl^^  retiring,  we  remained  in  line  to  cover  them,  and  when  they  had 
all  passed  by  us  we  marched  back  in  good  order  to  the  breastworks, 
which  we  held  during  the  night.  Our  loss  in  this  action  was  40  wounded, 
many  of  them  severely. 

I cannot  bestow  too  high  praise  on  the  conduct  of  the  officers  in  both 
of  these  actions.  To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Morgan  and  Major  Foster  I 
am  much  indebted  for  the  fearless  and  energetic  manner  in  which  they 
discharged  their  duties.  Their  conduct  is  worthy  of  the  highest  com- 
mendation. Adjutant  Walker  and  Sergeant-Major  Jones  were  brave, 
prom])t,  and  faithful,  and  were  ever  ready  to  carry  orders  in  the  thickest 
of  the  fight.  Captain  Laird,  of  Company  K,  was  severely  wounded  in 
the  leg  on  the  13th  while  leading  his  company  to  the  charge.  He  re- 
fused to  leave  the  field,  *and  when  at  last  he  was  compelled  to  leave  he 
cheered  his  men  when  he  retired.  Captains  Saltzman  and  Eheinlander, 
commanding  the  flank  companies,  rendered  very  valuable  service,  and 
were  often  placed  in  exposed  positions.  The  other  captains  and  lieu- 
tenants, almost  without  exception,  displayed  great  courage  and  energy, 
and  are  worthy  of  the  highest  praise.  I could  not  mention  one  without 
naming  all.  The  regimental  band  and  chaplain  were  actively  engaged 
in  removing  the  wounded  from  the  field  and  providing  for  their  wants 
at  the  hospital.  The  conduct  of  the  surgeon  and  assistant  surgeon 
is  esteemed  worthy  of  especial  mention.  Asst.  Surg.  Arthur  White 
devoted  himself  to  relieving  the  wants  of  the  wounded  and  suffering  at 
the  hospital,  while  the  principal  surgeon.  Dr.  John  T.  Walker,  followed 
the  regiment  to  the  field,  and  received  the  wounded  as  they  fell  in  the 
fight.  It  was  the  first  time  that  our  men  had  ever  been  exi)osed  to  the 
fire,  and  they  stood  it  with  the  firmness  of  veterans.  Many  instances  of 
personal  courage  and  good  conduct  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  men 
occurred,  but  so  numerous  were  they,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  x)oint 
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out  particular  cases.  The  conduct  of  the  various  companies  was  uni- 
formly good  and  worthy  of  the  highest  i)raise.  The  loss  on  the  second 
day  was  not  so  great  as  the  first,  although  the  fire  was  more  severe, 
but  we  were  not  so  much  exposed  to  the  fire  of  gra^ie,  which  was  very 
destructive  on  the  first  day.  Inclosed  I send  a list  of  the  killed  and 
wounded.* 

I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  C.  VEATCn, 

Colonel  Twenty-fifth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers, 
Col.  J.  G.  Lauman, 

Commanding  Fourth  Brigade^  Second  Division, 


No.  31. 

Report  of  Col,  James  M,  Tuttle^  Second  Iowa  Infantry, 

Headquarters  Second  Iowa  Infantry, 

Fort  Donelson^  Tenn,^  February  18,  1862. 

Colonel  : I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  part  which  my  com- 
mand took  in  the  capture  of  this  place : 

The  Second  Eegiment  Iowa  Infantry  was  transported  up  the  Cumber- 
land Eiver  on  the  steamer  McGill,  and  landed  about  3 miles  below  the 
fort  on  the  14th  instant,  and  immediately  marched  to  the  headquarters  of 
General  Smith,  where  I arrived  about  II  a.  m.  of  the  same  day,  and  was 
by  General  Grant  assigned  to  General  Smith’s  division  and  by  General 
Smith  to  your  brigade.  When  we  arrived  at  the  top  of  the  hill,  nearly 
opposite  the  right  of  the  enemy’s  works,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  froin 
you  I deployed  Companies  A and  B as  skirmishers.  They  immediately 
crossed  a ravine  in  front  of  our  line  and  skirmished  until  night,  when 
they  were  called  in. 

In  the  mean  time  the  regiment  was  assigned  xiosition  on  the  extreme 
left  of  our  forces,  where  we  si)ent  a cold  and  disagreeable  night,  with- 
out tents  or  blankets.  We  remained  in  this  ])Osition  utdil  2 ]).  m.  the 
next  day,  when  we  were  ordered  to  storm  the  fortifications  of  the  enemy 
in  front  by  advancing  the  left  wing  of  the  regiment,  suxiported  a short 
distance  in  the  rear  by  the  right  wing.  I took  command  of  the  left  wing- 
in  person  and  proceeded  in  line  of  battle  steadily  up  the  hill  until  we 
reached  the  fortifications  without  firing  a gun.  On  reaching  the  works 
we  found  the  enemy  fleeing  before  us,  except  a few,  who  were  promptly 
put  to  the  bayonet.  I then  gave  the  order  to  fire,  which  was  responded 
to  with  fatal  iirecision  until  the  right  wing,  with  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Baker,  arrived,  headed  by  General  Smith,  when  we  formed  in  line  of 
battle,  again  under  a galling  fire,  and  charged  on  theencami)ment  across 
the  ravine  in  front,  the  enemy  still  retreating  before  us.  After  we  had 
reached  the  summit  of  the  hill  beyond  the  ravine  we  made  a stand  and 
occupied  it  for  over  an  hour. 

In  the  mean  time  the  enemy  were  being  re-enforced,  and  one  of  our 
regiments  poured  a disastrous  fire  upon  us  in  the  rear.  Our  ammuni- 
tion being  nearly  exhausted,  I ordered  my  command  to  fall  back  to  the 
intrenchments,  which  they  did  steadily  and  in  good  order. 

I am  not  able  to  name  the  regiment  which  fired  upon  our  rear,  but  I 
do  know  that  the  greater  part  of  the  casualties  we  received  at  that  i)oint 
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was  from  that  source,  for  I myself  saw  some  of  my  men  fall  who  I know 
were  shot  from  the  hill  behind  us. 

We  then  took  our  position  behind  the  intrenchments,  and  soon  after- 
wards, owing  toau  injury  received,  as  reported  among  the  casualties  of 
the  engagement,  I retired  from  the  field,  leaving  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Baker  in  command  until  the  following  morning. 

During  the  night  our  pickets,  who  were  posted  in  the  enemy^s  camp, 
were  fired  upon  several  times ; but  with  that  exception  all  remained 
quiet  until  morning,  when  the  enemy  gave  signal  for  a iiarley,  which 
was  succeeded  by  the  joyful  intelligence  that  they  had  surrendered  the 
fort.  We  were  then  ordered  by  General  Smith  to  take  the  post  of  honor 
in  marching  to  the  enemy’s  fort,  where  W'e  planted  our  colors  upon  the 
battlements  beside  the  white  of  the  enemy,  for  which  generous  consid- 
eration he  has  our  hearty  thanks. 

When  I come  to  speak  of  those  who  particularly  distinguished  them- 
selves for  coolness  and  bravery,  so  many  examples  occur  to  me,  that  it 
seems  invidious  to  make  distinctions. 

Of  those  few  who  were  in  the  most  responsible  positions — Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Baker,  Major  Chipman,  and  Adjutant  Tuttle — to  say  that  they 
were  cool  and  brave  would  not  do  them  justice ; they  wwe  gallant  to 
perfection.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Baker  had  a ball  pass  through  his  cap 
and  come  out  near  his  temple.  Major  Chipman  wms  among  the.  first  to 
fall,  severely  wounded,  while  cheering  on  the  men  of  the  left  wing,  and 
refused  to  be  carried  from  the  field,  but  waved  his  sword  and  exhorted 
the  men  to  press  forward. 

Captains  Slay  maker  and  Cloutman  fell  dead  at  the  head  of  their  com- 
panies before  they  reached  the  intrenchments.  htear  them  also  fell 
Lieutenant  Harj^er.  His  death  was  that  of  a true  and  bra  ve  soldier. 

Captains  Cox,  Mills,  Moore,  and  Wilkin  were  at  the  head  of  their  com- 
panies marked  examples  gf  gallantry  and  efficiency. 

Lieutenants  Scofield,  Ensign,  Davis,  Holmes,  Huntington,  Weaver, 
Mastick,  Snowden,  and  Godfrej^ — in  fact,  nearly  all  of  my  officers,  com- 
missioned and  non-commissioned — deported  themselves  nobly  through- 
out the  engagement. 

Sergeant-Major  Brawner  deserves  very  honorable  mention  for  his 
gallant  conduct. 

Surgeons  Marsh  and  ^Nassau  also  deserve  the  highest  praise  for  their 
skill  and  untiring  devotion  to  the  welfare  of  the  wounded.  Dr.  ifassau 
was  particularly  noticed  for  his  bravery  on  the  field,  taking  oft  the 
wounded  during  a heavy  fire  from  the  enemy. 

I cannot  omit  in  this  report  an  account  of  the  color-guard.  Color- 
Sergeant  Doolittle  fell  early  in  the  engagement,  pierced  by  four  balls 
and  dangerously  wounded.  The  colors  were  then  taken  by  Corporal 
Page,  Company  B,  who  soon  fell  dead.  They  were  again  raised  by  Cor- 
poral Churcher,  Company  I,  who  had  his  arm  broken  just  as  he  entered 
the  intrenchments,  when  they  were  taken  by  Corporal  Twombly,  Com- 
pany F,  who  was  almost  instantly  knocked  down  by  a spent  ball,  im- 
mediately rose,  and  bore  them  gallantly  to  the  end  of  the  fight,  ^ot  a 
single  man  of  the  color-guard  but  himself  was  on  his  feet  at  the  close  of 
the  engagement. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  TUTTLE, 

Colonel  Second  Iowa  Infantry. 

Col.  J.  G.  Lauman,  J 

Commanding  Fourth  Brigade.  I 
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32. 

Report  of  Lieut  Col.  James  C.  Parrottj  Seventh  Iowa  Infantry. 

Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  19,  18G2. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  movement 
of  the  Seventh  Eegiment  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry  from  Fehruary  12  to 
15  inclusive: 

The  regiment  left  Fort  Henry  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Donelson,  where  it  arrived  about  0 p.  m. 
same  day.  The' regiment,  by  your  orders,  was  placed  in  position  on  an 
eminence  about  half  a mile  from  the  outer  works  of  the  enemy,  to  sup- 
port the  First  Missouri  Battery,  consisting  of  two  2()-pounder  Parrott 
guns, ’Where  it  remained  all  night,  the  regiment  bivouacking  without 
shelter  or  blankets. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  it  was  ordered  by  you  to  join  its  brigade 
on  the  extreme  left  wing,  where  it  took  part  with  said  brigade  in  the 
assault  on  the  rebel  fortifications  during  the  day.  At  sunset  it  returned 
to  its  former  position,  where  it  remained  during  the  night,  which  was 
one  of  great  inclemency. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  it  took  position  in  rear  of  ground  occupied 
the  day  j)revious,  where  it  remained  quietly  during  the  day  and  night, 
sending  out  through  the  day  two  companies  as  skirmishers. 

On  the  15th,  about  2 p.  m.,  you  ordered  us  forward  to  the  charge  on 
the  west  end  of  the  enemy’s  fortifications,  where  it  came  up  in  good  order 
and  passed  the  intrenchments  and  rendered  good  service.  It  then  took 
position  in  rear  of  the  west  breastworks,  holding  the  position  we  had 
gained  till  next  morning,  when  the  caiiitulation  took  place. 

I am  proud  to  say  that  the  officers  and  men  of  the  regiment  behaved 
themselves  with  coolness  and  courage  and  nobly  retained  the  reputation 
formerly  won. 

Our  casualties  were  2 privates  killed  on  the  field;  2 lieutenants,  5 
sergeants,  2 corporals,  and  28  privates  wounded,  most  of  them  slightly 
and  none  mortally. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  PAEEOTT, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel^  Commanding. 

Col.  J.  G.  Lauman, 

Commanding  Fourth  Brigade^  Second  Division. 


No.  33. 

Report  of  Col.  William  T.  Shatv,  Fourteenth  Iowa  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Fourteenth  Iowa  Infantry, 

Fort  Donelson^  Tenn.^  Fehruary  19,  1802. 

Sir  : On  February  13  my  command,  consisting  of  seven  companies, 
was  formed  in  line  of  battle  by  order  of  Colonel  Lauman,  commanding 
brigade,  and  ordered  to  advance  with  the  Twenty-fifth  Indiana  upon  the 
works  in  front  and  take  a battery  of  two  guns.  I advanced  under  a 
heavy  fire  of  musketry  until  I passed  the  point  of  a ridge  on  my  right. 
I then  received  a heavy  fire  of  grape  from  guns  to  the  right,  Avhich,  how- 
eve]’,  did  but  little  damage,  as  the  range  was  too  high.  Perceiving  no 
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guns  in  front,  and  the  line  being  much  broken,  owing  to  unevenness  of 
the  ground  and  the  thick  fallen  timber,  I halted  my  command  to  place 
men  in  the  best  position  to  advance,  it  being  impossible  to  advance  in 
line  of  battle 5 also  to  protect  them  as  much  as  possible  from  the  cross- 
fire from  my  right.  I perceived  at  this  tioie  that  the  Ibrces  on  my  left, 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Colonel  Lanman,  had  halted . I waited 
to  see  by  their  movements  whether  we  were  to  advance  on  the  guns  or 
the  rifle  pits,  the  latter  being  the  direction  pointed  out  to  me  by  Colonel 
Lanman  when  1 was  ordered  to  advance  on  the  guns.  After  waiting 
about  an  hour,  and  seeing  no  movement  on  my  lett,  except  tfom  tv/o 
advanced  companies  of  skirmishers,  who  v/ere  retiring  behind  the  main 
line,  I withdrew  my  left  wing,  which  was  most  exposed,  out  of  range  of 
the  enemy^s  guns,  and  remained  there  until  night,  keeping  a few  of  my 
best  marksmen  sufhciently  advanced  to  keep  the  enemy  from  coming 
outside  their  intreuchments  to  annoy  my  men  by  their  marksmen. 

About  dark  I received  an  order  from  Colonel  Lanman  to  fall  back  and 
take  my  old  position  for  the  night,  but  by  a subsequent  order  from  Gen- 
eral Smith  I took  a position  one-half  mile  nearer  the  enemy. 

My  loss  during  the  day  was  light,  being  but  2 killed  and  14  wounded. 

On  Friday,  the  14th  instant,  we  remained  in  trout  of  the  enemy  with- 
out changing  our  position. 

Saturday,  the  loth,  I remained  yi  same  position  until  after  noon,  we 
being  on  the  right  of  our  brigade.  Towards  night  the  attack  on  the 
enemy’s  works  was  made  by  a flank  movement  of  the  brigade,  commenc- 
ing on  the  left.  Arriving  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  works,  I deployed 
iny  left  wing  and  marched  them  up  the  hill  in  line  of  battle.  The  right 
wing,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  ground,  moved  up  by  the  left  flank  and 
formed  insitle  the  intreuchments.  After  remaining  some  time  under  a 
scattering  fire  of  musketry  and  rather  sharp  fire  of  grape  and  slieil,  I 
formed  my  men  behind  the  intrenchments  on  each  side  of  two  pieces 
of  artillery,  which  had  been  placed  in  position  after  our  entrance  into 
the  intrenchments,  where  we  remained  until  morning,  when  the  enemy 
surrendered. 

My  men  behaved  themselves  well  during  both  engagements,  holding 
their  fire  till  ordered  and  then  delivering  it  with  regularity  and  pre- 
cision. I have  never  seen  men  behave  themselves  belter,  v/hether 
under  fire  or  bearing  with  patience  and  fortitude  the  fatigue  and  hard- 
ships necessarily  incident  to  so  long  an  engagement  in  such  weather. 

My  loss  this  day  was  1 killed  and  7 wounded. 

Where  all  behaved  so  well  it  is  difficult  to  mention  individuals  with- 
out doing  seeming  injustice  to  others,  but  may  mention  the  valuable 
services  rendered  by  Sergt.  Maj.  S.  H.  Smith,  who  was  shot  dead  by  my 
side  while  encouraging  the  men  on  to  enter  the  breastworks  of  the 
enemy ; also  First  Lieut.  William  W.  Kirkwood,  commanding  Company 
K,  rendered  very  valuable  assistance  in  forming  the  line  in  front  of  the 
enemy’s  breastworks. 

Capt.  W^arren  C.  Jones,  of  Company  I,  also  rendered  valuable  service 
in  directing  the  fire  of  my  marksmen,  especially  imotecting  the  retiring 
of  the  skirmishers  on  the  13th  instant. 

WM.  T.  SHAW, 

Colonel  Fourteenth  Regiment  Iowa  Volunteers. 

Col.  J.  G.  Lauman, 

Commanding  Fourth  Brigade^  Second  Division. 
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]S"o.  34. 

Eeport  of  Col.  Morgan  L.  Smithy  Eighth  Missouri  Infantry,  commanding 

Fifth  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Brigade, 

Fort  Reiman,  Ky.,  February  18,  18G2. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  loth  instant,  in  obedience 
to  your  order,  1 stormed  the  hill  on  which  the  enemy  were  posted  with 
my  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Eighth  Missouri  and  Eleventh  Indiana 
Kegiments,  and  retook  and  held  the  ground  lost  by  some  of  our  forces 
in  the  morning.  I was  gallantly  supported  by  Colonel  Cruft’s  brigade. 
The  hill  was  occupied  by  the  First  and  Third  Kegiments  of  Mississippi 
Infantry,  First  Kegiment  Texas  Infantry,  Eighth  Kegiment  Kentucky 
Infantry,  and  a battalion  of  Forrest  Cavalry  (Tennessee).  The  hill  was 
covered  at  intervals  with  forest  and  dense  underbrush.  I deployed 
Company  B,  Eighth  Missouri,  Lieutenant  Otis  commanding,  as  skir- 
mishers, to  advance  rapidly  and  draw  their  fire,  and  ascertain  their 
position.  I afterward  deployed  Company  G,  Captain  Grier;  Company 
H,  Captain  Swarthout;  Company  E,  Captain  Kirby,  and  Company  A, 
Captain  Johnson,  with  intervals  of  two  i)aces,  so  that  every  advantage 
could  be  taken  of  trees  for  cover.  In  two  instances  their  skirmishers 
and  ours  were  occupying  each  side  of  the  same  tree  for  cover.  It  was 
here  that  the  gallant  Captain  Swarthout,  of  Company  II,  fell.  In  his 
efi'orts  to  keep  his  men  under  cover  he  forgot  himself,  and  received  two 
rifle  bullets,  either  of  which  would  have  killed  him  instantly.  After 
about  an  hour’s  hard  fighting,  during  which  time  we  were  advancing 
slowly,  the  enemy  gave  way.  We  pursued  them  for  about  a mile,  to 
within  150  yards  of  their  intrenchments,  so  closely  that  some  of  their 
arms  were  thrown  away  and  5 liiisoners  were  taken,  3 by  Comiiany  A 
and  2 by  Company  B,  Eighth  Missouri. 

I then  iiosted  the  grand  guard  between  the  battle  ground  of  the 
morning  and  their  intrenchments,  with  orders  not  to  let  them  put  any 
grand  guard  between  their  intrenchments  and  us,  and  had  details  from 
the  Eleventh  Indiana  and  Eighth  Missouri  carrying  the  wounded  from 
the  battle  ground  of  the  morning  to  the  rear  nearly  all  night.  The 
wounded  thus  carried  oft*  were  i^rincipally  from  the  Eighth,  Eleventh, 
and  Twentieth  Illinois  Regiments.  The  small  loss  that  my  brigade 
sustained  was  owing  to  the  admirable  manner  in  which  all  orders  were 
executed  and  the  perfect  confidence  that  existed  between  the  oflicers 
and  men,  the  officers  all  vieing  with  each  other  in  accomplishing  their 
object  with  the  least  possible  loss  of  their  brave  men. 

The  gallant  Eleventh  Indiana  would  have  gladly  been  in  the  lead, 
but  kindly  yielded  to  their  brothers,  the  Eighth  Missouri,  with  the 
understanding  that  it  oi>ens  the  ball  on  the  next  occasion,  for  which  it 
is  patiently  waiting.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  it  was  in  line  with  the  five 
companies  of  the  Eighth  Missouri,  not  deployed,  on  the  hill  exactly  at 
the  right  time. 

Annexed  please  find  report  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing;*  also 
reports  of  Major  McDonald  and  Colonel  McGinnis  of  their  regiments. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MORGAN  L.  SMITH, 

Colonel  Eighth  Missouri  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Fifth  Brigade. 

Capt.  Fred.  Knefler, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Division,  Fort  Henry,  Tenn. 


♦Seep.  169. 
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No.  35. 


Report  of  Col.  George  F.  McGinnis,  Eleventh  Indiana  Infantry. 


Headquarters  Eleventh  Indiana  Eeoiment. 

Fort  Heiinan,  Ky.,  February  19,  1862. 

Sir  : I beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of 
the  Eleventh  Indiana,  under  my  command,  in  the  battle  at  Eort  Donel- 
son,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  15th  instant : 

At  about  1 o’clock  the  order  was  given  to  prepare  for  action.  Our 
regiment  was  immediately  formed  in  line  of  battle  under  a heavy  fire 
from  the  enemy,  and  advanced  in  good  order  to  sustain  the  Eighth  Mis- 
souri, which,  being  on  the  right,  was  the  first  engaged.  As  the  enemy 
occupied  a very  advantageous  position  on  a hill  covered  with  a thick 
undergrowth  which  almost  hid  them  from  our  view,  I directed  Oapt.  N. 
li.  Kuckle,  of  Company  E,  to  deploy  his  company  as  skirmishers  so  far 
as  to  cover  our  whole  line,  advance  as  rapidly  as  the  nature  of  the 
ground  wmuld  permit,  and  find  out  the  position  of  the  enemy*  and 
nobly  was  this  duty  iierformed.  After  a few  vrell-directed  rounds  from 
our  men  the  enemy  began  to  retire,  and  the  Eleventh,  gallantly  sup- 
l)orted  by  the  Eighth  Missouri,  advanced  rapidly,  driving  the  enemy 
before  them,  and  soon  occupied  a position  in  advance  of  that  from  which 
a portion  of  our  forces  had  been  compelled  to  retire  in  the  morniug  and 
within  500  yards  of  the  enemy’s  intrenchments.  We  held  that  position 
under  a heavy  fire  from  the  enemy’s  gnus  until  ordered  to  fall  back  and 
take  position  for  the  night.  The  night  was  one  of  the  coldest  of  the 
season,  but  being  within  800  yards  of  the  enemy’s  guns,  we  wmre  not,  of 
course,  permitted  to  build  fires,  although  greatly  needed.  All,  however, 
submitted  willingly  and  cheerfully  and  without  a word  of  complaint, 
exjiecting  to  meet  the  enemy  again  in  the  morning. 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th  we  wmve  again  formed  in  line  of  battle, 
and  advanced  to  within  400  yards  of  the  enemy’s  lines,  exiiecting  every 
moment  to  be  attacked,  when  we  heard  the  glorious  news  that  Eort 
Donelson  had  surrendered. 

I cannot  close  this  report  without  sincerely  thanking  every  company 
officer  engaged  in  the  action  for  tlie  gallant  manner  in  which  they  per- 
formed their  duties,  and  especially  First  Lieuts.  John  P.  Alegrew,  of 
Company  B,  and  John  L.  Hanna,  of  Company  F,  who,  being  the  only 
commissioned  officers  with  their  respective  companies,  controlled  tliem 
to  my  entire  satisfaction.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bobinson,  Major  Elston, 
and  Adjutant  Macauley  behaved  with  great  gallantry,  always  at  the 
])OSt  of  greatest  danger,  encouraging  all  and  clieering  on  to  the  conflict. 
To  them  I am  much  indebted  for  valuable  assistance.  Second  Lieut. 
Henry  McMullen,  of  Company  C,  while  gallantly  performing  his  duty, 
was  disabled  during  the  early  part  of  the  engagement,  and  was  Qom- 
pelled  to  retire  from  the  field. 

Surgeon  Thompson  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Brown  are  deserving  of 
especial  mention  for  their  unremitting  attentions  to  the  wounded  and 
dying,  not  only  of  our  own  command,  but  of  all  others  who  came  under 
their  observation.  They  labored  incessantly  for  twenty-four  hours, 
attending  to  all  that  were  brought  to  their  notice,  thereby  setting  an 
example  that  it  would  have  been  well  for  other  surgeons  that  could  be 
mentioned  to  have  imitated. 

Kespectfully,  GEOEGE  F.  McGINNIS, 

Colonel  Eleventh  Indiana, 


Col.  Morgan  L.  Smith, 

Comdg.  Fifth  Brigade,  General  G.  F.  SmitWs  Eivision. 
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36. 

Report  of  Maj.  John  McDonald^  Eighth  Missouri  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  EiaHTH  Eeoiment  Missouri  Volunteers, 
Fort  Heimanj  Ey.j  February  19,  1862. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  my  command 
in  the  late  engagement  with  the  enemy  at  Fort  Fonelson : 

I was  ordered  by  yourself  on  the  15th  instant  to  take  a position  on 
the  right  wing  of  the  brigade,  to  retake  a hill  on  the  right,  which  our 
forces,  commanded  by  General  McClernand,  had  lost  in  the  morning.  I 
made  the  attack,  led  by  yourself,  you  at  the  time  taking  the  command, 
giving  all  the  necessary  directions  and  commands — in  fact,  leading  the 
entire  engagement,  which  lasted  some  three  hours.  We  regained  the 
position  and  maintained  it  all  that  night  by  standing  in  iiosition  and  sta- 
tioning pickets  within  80  yards  of  the  enemy ^s  intrenchinents.  'On  the 
morning  following  we  were  notified  that  there  was  a flag  of  truce  ap- 
proaching, which  brought  the  intelligence  of  the  surrender  of  the  enemy’s 
forts  and  forces.  The  following  is  a list  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  also 
the  conduct  in  general  of  the  officers  and  men  most  worthy  of  mention: 

Company  A,  William  A.  Johnson  commanding,  were  deployed  as 
skirmishers,  and  rendered  good  service  throughout  the  action.  Captain 
Johnson,  First  Lieut.  G.  M.  Crane,  and  Second  Lieut.  Nelson  Patterson, 
are  worthy  of  note  for  their  coolness  and  bravery  throughout  the  fight. 

Company  B,  First  Lieut.  Edmund  E.  Otis  commanding,  were  also 
deployed  as  skirmishers,  leading  the  attack  and  doing  excellent  service, 
with  but  small  loss.  Much  credit  is  also  due  Lieutenant  Moffett  for 
promptness  and  courage. 

Company  C,  Second  Lieut.  Harry  B.  Harris  commanding,  took  an 
active  part  in  the  engagement,  meeting  with  no  loss. 

Company  D,  Capt.  Gijes  A.  Smith  commanding,  deserves  great  credit 
for  his  coolness  and  the  condition  in  which  he  held  his  men  during  the 
fight. 

Company  E,  Capt.  H.  T.  Kirby  commanding,  were  deployed  as  skir- 
mishers, both  officers  and  men  acquitting  themselves  with  much  credit. 

Company  F,  Capt.  A.  A.  Jameson  commanding,  acquitted  themselves 
with  great  credit,  having  none  killed  or  wounded.  First  Lieut.  J.  W. 
Barr,  of  Company  I,  being  attached  to  this  company,  did  excellent  serv- 
ice. The  same  is  due  to  Second  Lieut.  Philip  H.  Murx)hy. 

Company  G,  Capt.  David  P.  Grier  commanding,  were  deployed  as 
skirmishers,  causing  great  destruction  in  the  enemy’s  ranks.  Captain 
Grier  is  a brave  and  efficient  officer. 

Company  H,  Capt.  George  B.  Swarthout  commanding,  were  deployed 
as  skirmishers.  The  captain,  a very  brave  officer,  led  his  comx)any,  caus- 
ing great  destruction  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy. 

Company  K,  Second  Lieut.  Charles  Vierheller  commanding,  did  good 
service,  having  but  2 men  wounded. 

Some  of  the  above  officers  and  men  were  detached  as  sharpshooters, 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  Hugh  Neill,  doing  excellent  service  through- 
out the  engagenumt. 

First  Sergeant  Dwyer,  Corporal  Powell,  Private  Bracken,  of  Company 
A;  First  Sergeant  Boyd,  Private  Sartore,  Company  B;  First  Sergeant 

Murray,  and  Private , Company  E,  being  wounded,  still  remained 

at  their  x)osts  as  though  nothing  had  happened.  First  Sergeant  3Ius- 
selman  and  Sergeants  Scahill  and  Bogert,  Coiporals  Vail  and  Boggs, 
Company  F^  Sergeants  O’Donald  and  Crandall  j Corporals  Spence  and 
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Bamford,  and  Privates  Bennett,  McCnllougli,  and  Taylor,  Company  G, 
are  wortliy  of  much  credit  for  their  bravery  and  willingness  when  called 
upon  as  volunteers  to  go  where  danger  was  greatest. 

The  aggregate  number  of  this  regiment  when  going  into  battle  was 
6S0.  Our  loss  was  comparatively  small  for  the  average  number  of  men 
and  the  victory  achieved,  which  is  attributed  to  the  efficiency  of  Col.  M. 
L.  Smith,  commanding  the  brigade.  We  captured  during  the  engage- 
ment three  of  the  enemy’s  flags — one  from  the  First  Texas  Eegiment, 
one  from  the  Second  Mississippi,  and  one  from  the  Fifty-second  Tennes- 
see. Capt.  William  Hill,  acting  lieutenant-colonel,  and  Capt.  Charles 
McDonald,  acting  major,  were  promptly  at  their  posts  throughout  the 
fight.  In  fact,  all  in  my  command  acquitted  themselves  with  much 
credit.  All  of  which  I have  the  honor  to  submit. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOEE"  MCDONALD, 

Major^  Commanding  Eighth  Regiment  Missouri  Volunteers, 
Col.  Morgan  L.  Smith, 

Comdg.  Fifth  Brigade^  General  C,  F,  SmiWs  Biv.,  TJ,  S.  Vols, 


No.  37. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Lewis  Wallace,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third 

Division. 

Headquarters  Third  Division  IT.  S.  Forces, 
District  of  West  Tennessee,  Fort  Henry,  February  20,  1862. 

Sir  : A report  of  the  action  of  my  division  before  Fort  Douelson  has 
been  delayed  from  various  causes.  I submit  it  to  the  general  speedily 
as  possible. 

The  Third  Division,  assigned  to  me,  consisted  of  the  Thirty-first  Indi- 
ana, Lieutenant-Colonel  Osborn  commanding ; Seventeenth  Kentucky, 
Col.  Johnll.  McHenr^^;  Forty-fourth  Indiana,  Col.  HughB.  Reed,  and  the 
Twenty-fifth  Kentucky,  Col.  James  M.  Shackelford,  all  constituting  the 
First  Brigade,  Col.  Charles  Cruft  commanding;  also,  the  First  Nebraska, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  McCord ; Seventy-sixth  Ohio,  Colonel  Woods;  Sixty- 
eighth  Ohio,  Colonel  Steedman,  coustituting  the  Third  Brigade,  Col. 
John  M.  Thayer  commanding.  A brigade  numbered  two  in  the  order 
was  not  found  together  as  an  organization  before  or  after  the  action. 
Three  regiments — the  I^'orty-sixth  Illinois,  Colonel  Davis;  Fifty-seventh 
Illinois,  Colonel  Baldwin,  and  th.e  Fifty-eighth  Illinois,  Colonel  Lynch, 
believed  to  be  a portion  of  the  last-mentioned  brigade — came  up  on 
Saturday  during  the  action  and  were  attached  to  Colonel  Thayer’s 
command. 

The  position  of  the  Third  Division  was  in  the  center  of  the  line  of 
attack.  General  McClernand  being  on  the  right  and  General  Smith  on 
the  left.  My  orders,  received  from  General  Grant,  were  to  hold  my  ])nsi- 
tion  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  escaping  in  that  direction ; in  other 
words,  to  remain  there  and  repel  any  sally  from  the  fort.  Under  the 
orders  I had  no  authority  to  take  the  otfensive.  The  line  established 
for  my  command  was  on  the  cone  of  a high  ridge,  thickly  wooded  to  the 
front  and  rear,  and  traversed  by  a road  which  made  the  way  of  com- 
munication from  the  right  to  the  left  of  our  army.  The  right  of  my 
division,  when  posted,  was  within  good  supporting  distance  from  General 
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McOlernand  and  not  more  than  500  yards  from  the  enemy\s  outworks; 
indeed,  my  whole  line  was  within  easy  cannon-shot  from  them. 

The  evening  of  the  14th  (Friday)  was  quiet,  broken  at  intervals  by 
guns  from  the  rebels.  At  night  pickets  were  sent  to  the  front  along 
the  line,  which  was  retired  somewhat  behind  the  ridge,  to  enable  the 
men  in  safety  to  build  fires  for  their  bivouacs.  They  laid  down  as  best 
they  could  on  beds  of  ice  and  snow,  a strong,  cold  wind  making  the  con- 
dition still  more  disagreeable. 

The  morning  of  the  15th  my  division  formed  line  early,  called  up  by 
the  sound  of  battle  raging  on  the  extreme  right,  supposed  at  first  to  be 
General  McOlernand  attacking.  The  firing  was  very  heavy  and  con- 
tinuous, being  musketry  and  artillery  mixed.  About  8 o’clock  came  a 
message  from  General  McOlernand,  asking  assistance.  It  was  hurricM 
to  headquarters,  but  General  Grant  was  at  that  time  on  board  one  of 
the  gunboats,  arranging,  as  was  understood,  an  attack  from  the  river- 
side. Before  it  was  heard  from,  a second  message  reached  me,  from 
General  McOlernand,  stating  substantially  that  the  enemy  had  turned 
his  flanks,  and  were  endangering  his  whole  command.  Upon  this  Oolo- 
nel  Oruft  was  instantly  ordered  to  move  his  brigade  on  to  the  right  and 
report  to  General  McOlernand.  Imperfectly  directed  by  a guide,  the 
colonel’s  command  was  carried  to  the  extreme  right  of  the  engaged  lines, 
where  it  was  attacked  by  a largely  superior  force,  and,  after  the  retreat  or 
retirement  of  the  division  he  was  sent  to  support,  for  a time  bore  the 
brunt  of  the  battle.  After  a varied  struggle,  charging  and  receiving 
charges,  the  enemy  quit  him,  when  he  fell  back  in  position  nearer  to 
snpiiort,  his  ranks  in  good  order  and  unbroken  except  where  soldiers  of 
other  regiments  plunged  through  them  in  hurried  retreat.  In  this  way 
a portion  of  Colonel  Shackelford’s  regiment  (Twenty -fifth  Kentucky) 
and  about  20  of  the  Thirty-first  Indiana,  with  their  commanding  officers, 
became  separated  from  their  colors. 

Soon  fugitives  from  the  battle  came  crowding  up  the  hill  in  rear  of 
my  own  line,  bringing  unmistakable  signs  of  disaster.  Captuin  Bawlins 
was  conversing  with  me  at  the  time,  when  a mounted  officer  galloped 
down  the  road,  shouting  We  are  cut  to  xiieces.”  The  result  was  very 
]ierceptible.  To  prevent  a panic  among  the  regiments  of  my  Third 
Brigade  I ordered  Colonel  Thayer  to  move  on  by  the  right  flank.  He 
jiromptly  obeyed.  Going  in  advanc^e  of  the  movement  myself,  I met 
portions  of  regiments  of  General  McClernand’s  divi.sion  coming  back  in 
excellent  order,  conducted  by  their  brigade  commanders.  Colonels  Wal- 
lace, Oglesby,  and  McArthur,  and  all  calling  for  more  ammunition,  want 
of  which  was  the  cause  of  their  misfortune. 

Colonel  Wallace,  whose  coolness  under  the  circumstances  was  aston- 
ishing, informed  me  that  the  enemy  were  following  and  Avould  shortly 
attack.  The  crisis  was  come.  There  was  no  time  to  await  orders.  My 
Third  Brigade  had  to  be  thrust  between  our  retiring  forces  and  the 
advancing  fee.  Accordingly,  I conducted  Colonel  Tiiayer’s  command 
up  the  road  to  where  the  ridge  dips  towards  the  rebel  works,  and 
directed  the  colonel  to  form  a new  line  of  battle  at  a right  angle  with 
the  old  one;  sent  for  Company  A,  Chicago  Light  Artillery,  and  dis- 
patched a messenger  to  inform  General  Smith  of  the  state  of  affiiirs  and 
ask  him  for  assistance. 

The  head  of  Colonel  Thayer’s  column  filed  right  double-quick.  Lieu- 
tenant Wood,  commanding  the  artillery  company  sent  for,  gallojicd  up 
with  a portion  of  his  battery  and  posted  his  pieces  so  as  to  sAveep 
approach  by  the  road  in  front.  A line  of  reserve  was  also  formed  at 
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convenient  distance  in  rear  of  the  first  line,  consistin!2:  of  the  Seventy- 
sixth  Oiiio  and  the  Fortj^-sixth  and  Forty-seventh  Illinois.  The  neV 
front  thus  formed  covered  the  retiring  regiments,  helpless  from  lack  of 
ammnnition,  but  which  coolly  halted  not  far  off,  some  of  them  actually 
within  reach  of  the  enemy’s  musketry,  to  refill  their  cartridge  boxes, 
and,  as  formed,  my  new  front  consisted  of  Wood’s  battery  across  the 
road  ; on  the  right  of  the  battery  the  First  Kebraska  and  Fifty-eighth 
Illinois  y left  of  the  battery  a detached  company  of  the  Thirty-second 
Illinois,  Captain  Davidson,  and  the  Fifty  eighth  Ohio,  its  left  obliquely 
retired.  Scarcely  had  this  formation  been  made  when  the  enemy 
attacked,  coming  up  the  road  and  through  the  shrubs  and  trees  on 
both  sides  of  it,  and  making  the  battery  and  the  First  Nebraska  the 
l)rincipal  points  of  attack.  They  met  the  storm,  no  man  flinching,  and 
their  fire  was  terrible.  To  say  they  did  well  is  not  enough.  Their  con- 
duct was  splendid.  They  alone  repelled  the  charge.  Colonel  Cruft,  as 
was  afterwards  ascertained,  from  his  position  saw  the  enemy  retire  to 
their  works  pell-mell  and  in  confusion.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be 
given  Lieutenant  Wood  and  his  company  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mc- 
Cord and  his  sturdy  regiment.  That  was  the  last  sally  from  Fort 
Donelson. 

This  assault  on  my  position  was  unquestionably  a bold  attempt  to. 
follow  up  the  success  gained  by  the  enemy  in  their  attack  upon  our 
right.  Fortunately  it  was  repelled.  Time  was  thus  obtained  to  look 
up  Colonel  Cruft’s  brigade,  which  after  considerable  trouble  was  found 
in  position  to  the  right  of  my  new  line,  whither  it  had  fallen  back. 
Fiding  down  its  front  I found  the  regiments  in  perfect  order,  having 
done  their  duty  nobly  but  with  severe  loss,  and  eager  for  another  en- 
gagement. The  deployment  of  a line  of  skirmishers  readily  united 
them  with  Colonel  Thayer’s  brigade,  and  once  more  xdaced  my  com- 
mand in  readiness  for  orders. 

About  3 o’clock  General  Grant  rode  up  the  hill  and  ordered  an  advance 
and  attack  on  the  enemy’s  left,  while  General  Smith  attacked  their  right. 
At  General  McClernand’s  request  I undertook  the  proposed  assault.  . 
Examining  the  ground  forming  the  position  to  be  assailed  (which  was 
almost  exactly  the  ground  lost  in  the  morning),  I quickly  arranged  my 
column  of  attack.  At  the  head  were  placed  the  Eighth  IMissouri,  Col. 
M.  L.  Smith,  and  the  Eleventh  Indiana,  Col.  George  F.  McGinnis,  the 
two  regiments,  making  a brigade,  under  Colonel  Smith.  Colonel  Cruft’s 
brigade  completed  the  column.  As  a support  two  Ohio  [Seventeenth 
and  Forty-ninth  Illinois]  regiments  under  Colonel  Eoss  were  moved  up 
and  well  advanced  on  the  left  flank  of  the  assailing  force,  but  held  in 
reserve.  W^ell  aware  of  the  desperate  character  of  the  enterprise,  I in- 
formed the  regiments  of  it  as  they  moved  on,  and  they  answered  with 
cheers  and  cries  of  ^‘Forward!”  “Forward!”  and  I gave  the  word. 

My  directions  as  to  the  mode  of  attack  were  general^  merely  to  form 
columns  of  regiments,  march  up  the  hill  which  was  the  point  of  assault, 
and  deploy  as  occasion  should  require.  Colonel  Smith  observed  that 
form,  attacking  with  the  Eighth  Missouri  in  front.  Colonel  Cruft,  how- 
ever, formed  line  of  battle  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  extending  his  regi- 
ments around  to  the  right.  And  now  began  the  most  desperate,  yet  in 
my  opinion  the  most  skillfully  executed,  performance  of  the  battle. 

It  is  at  least  300  steps  from  the  base  to  the  top  of  the  hill.  The  ascent 
is  much  broken  by  outcropping  ledges  of  rock  and  for  the  most  part 
impeded  by  dense  underbrush.  Smith’s  place  of  attack  was  clear,  but 
rough  and  stony.  Cruft’s  was  through  the  trees  and  brush.  The 
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enemy’s  lines  were  distinctly  visible  on  the  bill-side.  Evidently  they 
were  ready.  Colonel  Smith  began  the  fight  without  waiting  for  the 
First  Brigade.  A-line  of  skirmishers  Irom  the  Eighth  Missouri  sprang 
out  and  dashed  u]),  taking  intervals  as  they  went,  until  they  covered 
the  head  of  the  column.  A lively  fire  opened  on  them  from  the  rebel 
pickets,  who  retired,  obstinately  contesting  the  ground.  In  several 
instances  assailant  and  assailed  sought  cover  behind  the  same  tree. 
Four  rebel  prisoners  were  taken  in  this  way,  of  whom  2 were  killed  by 
a shell  from  their  own  battery  while  being  taken  to  the  rear. 

Meantime  the  regiments  slowly  followed  the  skirmish ers.  About 
quarter  the  way  up  they  received  the  first  volley  from  the  hill-top  around 
which  it  ran,  a long  line  of  fire  disclosing  somewhat  of  the  strength  of 
the  enemy.  Instantly,  under  order  of  Colonel  Smith,  both  his  regiments 
laid  down.  The  skirmishers  were  the  chief  victims.  George  B.  Swarth- 
out,  captain  of  Company  H,  Eighth  Missouri,  was  killed,  gallantly  fight- 
ing far  in  advance.  Soon  as  the  fury  of  the  fire  abated  both  regiments 
rose  up  and  rushed  on,  and  in  that  way  they  at  length  closed  upon  the 
enemy,  falling  when  the  volleys  grew  hottest,  dashing  on  when  they 
slackened  or  ceased.  Meanwhile  their  own  fire  was  constant  and  deadly. 
Meanwhile,  also.  Colonel  Cruft’s  line  was  marching  up  in  support  and 
to  the  right  of  Colonel  Smith.  The  woods  through  which  he  was  mov- 
iog  seemed  actually  to  crackle  with  musketry.  Finally  the  Eighth  and 
Eleventh  cleared  the  hill,  driving  the  rebel  regiments  at  least  three- 
quarters  of  a mile  before  them  and  halting  within  150  yards  of  the  in- 
trenchments  behind  which  the  enemy  took  refuge.  This  was  about  5 
o’clock,  and  concluded  the  day’s  fighting.  In  my  opinion  it  also  brought 
forth  the  surrender. 

While  the  fighting  was  in  progress  an  order  reached  me  through 
Colonel  Webster  to  retire  my  column,  as  a new  plan  of  operations  was 
in  contenq^lation  for  the  next  day.  If  carried  out,  the  order  would  have 
compelled  me  to  give  up  the  hill  so  hardly  recaptured.  Satisfied  that 
the  general  did  not  know  of  our  success  when  he  issued  the  direction,  I 
assumed  the  responsibility  of  disobeying  it,  and  held  the  battle  ground 
that  night.  Wearied  as  they  were,  few  slept,  for  the  night  was  bitter 
cold,  and  they  had  carried  the  lost  field  of  the  morning’s  action,  th’  .‘kly 
strewn  with  the  dead  and  wounded  of  McClernand’s  regiments.  The 
number  of  Illinoisans  there  found  mournfully  attested  the  desi)eration 
of  their  battle  and  how  firmly  they  had  fought  it.  All  night  and  till 
far  in  the  morning  my  soldiers,  generous  as  they  were  gallant,  were  en- 
gaged ministering  to  and  removing  their  own  wounded  and  the  wounded 
of  the  First  Division,  not  forgetting  those  of  the  enemy. 

Kext  morning  about  daybreak  Lieutenant  Ware,  my  aide-de-camp, 
conducted  Colonel  Thayer’s  brigade  to  the  foot  of  the  hill.  Lieutenant 
Wood’s  battery  was  also  ordered  to  the  same  point,  my  intention  being 
to  storm  the  intrenchments  about  breakfast  time.  AVhile  making  dis- 
position for  that  purpose  a white  flag  made  its  appearance.  The  result 
was  that  I rode  to  General  Bucknei’s  quarters,  sending  Lieutenant  Boss 
with  Major  Rogers,  of  the  Third  Mississippi  (rebel)  Regiment,  to  inform 
General  Grant  that  the  place  was  surrendered  and  my  troops  in  posses- 
sion of  the  town  and  all  the  works  on  the  right. 

In  concluding,  it  gives  me  infinite  pleasure  to  call  attention  to  certain 
officers  and  men  of  my  division.  If  General  McClernand  has  knowledge 
of  the  prompt  assistance  Colonel  Cruft  and  his  brigade  carried  his  brave 
but  sufieriug  regiments  in  the  terrible  battle  of  Saturday  morning  his 
notice  of  their  conduct  will  make  it  superfluous  for  me  to  praise  it.  In 
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tlie  afternoon’s  fight  for  the  recapture  of  the  hill  the  colonel  led  his  tired 
column  with  unabated  courage.  Maj.  Fred.  Arn,  Thirty-first  Indiana; 
Col.  James  M.  Shackelford,  Twenty-fifth  Kentucky  ; Col.  Hugh  B.  Eeed, 
Forty-fourth  Indiana,  and  Col.  John  H.  McHenry,  Seventeenth  Ken- 
tucky, and  their  field  and  company  officers,  all  won  honor  and  lasting 
praise,  nor  can  less  be  given  to  the  valor  and  endurance  of  the  men  who 
composed  their  regiments. 

To  the  promptness  and  courage  of  Colonel  Thayer,  commanding  Third 
Brigade,  in  tlie  execution  of  my  orders  on  the  occasion,  I attribute  in 
a large  degree  the  re|)ulse  of  the  enemy  in  their  attack  upon  my  position 
about  10.30  or  11  o’clock  in  the  morning.  There  can  be  no  question  about 
the  excellence  of  his  conduct  during  that  fierce  trial.  Lieutenant- Col- 
onel McCord  and  his  First  Nebraska  Eegiment,  and  Lieut.  P.  P.  Wood 
and  his  company.  A,  Chicago  Light  Artillery,  have  already  been  spoken 
of  in  terms  warmer  than  mere  commendation. 

I have  reserved  for  the  last  the  mention  of  that  ofiicer  whose  mention 
I confess  gives  me  most  pleasure — Col.  Morgan  L.  Smith.  This  officer 
led  his  old  regiment,  the  Eighth  Missouri,  and  the  Eleventh  Indiana, 
united  as  a brigade  under  his  command,  in  the  charge  that  i*esulted  in 
the  recapture  of  our  x)osition  on  the  right.  Words  cannot  do  justice  to 
his  courage  and  coolness.  All  through  the  conflict  I could  see  him  ride 
to  and  fro,  and  could  hear  his  voice,  clear  as  a bugle’s,  and  as  long  as  I 
heard  it  I l^new  the  regiments  were  safe  and  their  victory  sure.  Pro- 
motion has  been  fn  quently  promised  him  ; if  it  does  not  come  now  Mis- 
souri will  fiiil  to  recognize  and  honor  her  bravest  soldier. 

To  Major  IMcDonald,  commanding  Eighth  Alissouri,  and  to  Colonel 
McGinnis,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  J.  H.  Eobinsou,  and  Maj.  I.  C.  Elston,  of  the 
Eleventh  Indiana,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  both  those  regiments, 
most  honorable  mention  is  due. 

Capt.  Fred.  Knefler,  my  assistant  adjutant- general,  and  Lieuts.  James 
E.  Eoss  and  Addison  Ware,  my  aides-de-camp,  rendered  me  prompt 
and  efficient  service  in  the  field.  Their  courage  and  fidelity  have  earned 
my  lasting  gratitude.  Nor  am  I less  indebted  to  my  orderlies,  Thomas 
W.  Simpson  and  Bird  Fletcher,  of  Company  I,  Fourth  U.  S.  Cavalry, 
both  of  whom  are  brave,  intelligent  soldiers,  worthy  promotion. 

Of  that  portion  of  my  division  not  mentioned  as  in  action  I would 
say  they  were  being  carefully  saved  for  the  proposed  assault  on  Sunday. 
Had  the  surrender  not  taken  place  they  would  have  been  placed  fore- 
most in  the  attack.  When  my  position  was  attacked  in  the  forenoon 
they  were  under  fire,  and  by  their  patient  endurance  and  soldierly  be- 
havior won  my  fullest  confidence.  The  regiments  alluded  to  were  the 
Seventy- sixth.  Sixty -eighth,  and  Fifty-eighth  Ohio  and  the  Forty-sixth 
and  Fifty-seventh  Illinois. 

Alaj.  T.  W.  Fry,  surgeon,  attached  to  my  staff,  who  performed  his  duties 
in  the  most  skillful  manner,  freely  exposing  himself,  will  at  the  earliest 
moment  furnish  a list  of  the  casualties  that  happened  in  my  division 
during  the  battle. 

Sincerely  hoping  the  general  may  prove  as  fortunate  in  every  battle 
he  may  have  occasion  to  fight,  I beg  leave  to  congratulate  him  on  his 
success  in  this  one,  and  subscribe  myself,  most  respectfully,  his  very 
obedient  servant, 

LEW.5^WALLACE, 

General^  Third  Division. 

Capt.  John  A.  Eawlins, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  U.  S.  Forces^  District  West  Tennessee. 
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No.  38. 

Report  of  Surg.  Thomas  W.  Fry,  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  Director. 

Headquarters  Third  Divisioin,  IJ.  S.  Forces, 

Fort  Henry,  February  22,  1862. 

The  following  is  the  official  report  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 
ing of  the  Third  Diyision  of  the  army  in  the  battle  of  Fort  Donelsou, 
on  Saturday,  the  15th  day  of  January,  1862,  so  far  as  reported  to  me 
by  brigade  and  regimental  surgeons.  Several  regiments  of  the  division 
remained  at  Fort  Honelson,  whose  surgeons  will  no  doubt  report  directly 
to  you.* 


Eecapitulation. 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


Missing. 


37 


15 


233 


293 


Commands. 


lltli  Indiana 

3l8t  Indiana 

44tli  Indiana 

17th  Kentucky 

25th  Kentucky 

8th  Missouri 

Chicago  Light  Artillery. 

Total 


In  making  this  report  I take  great  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to 
the  promptness,  faithfulness,  and  ability  with  which  Brigade  Surgeon 
Keenon  and  the  surgeons  and  assistants  of  this  division  of  the  army 
lierformed  their  duties.  They  followed  their  regiments  into  the  midst 
of  danger  and  exposed  their  lives  to  aid  the  wounded.  Surg.  J.  C. 
Thompson  and  Asst.  Surg.  Olay  Brown,  of  the  Eleventh  Indiana,  and 
Surgeon  Bailey  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Winnis,  of  the  Eighth  Missouri, 
were  exposed  to  a most  terrible  fire  from  the  enemy,  having  been  ordered 
to  follow  their  men  into  the  field  of  battle  by  the  medical  director,  H. 
S.  Hewitt.  The  surgeons  of  this  division  generally  complain  of  dis- 
courteous treatment  on  the  part  of  the  medical  director.  When  mani- 
festing an  earnest  solicitude  for  their  wounded  and  making  inquiries 
as  to  the  time  and  manner  of  transportation  and  ultimate  destination 
they  were  rudely  and  offensively  repulsed  without  the  desired  informa- 
tion. They  also  complain  that  in  the  exercise  of  extra  and  arbitrary 
power  they  were  depriveif  the  privilege  of  attending  their  own  men,  of 
dressing  their  wounds,  or  attending  them  when  taken  to  the  boats.  The 
report  of  such  conduct  is  to  me  a matter  of  deep  regret,  and  against 
such  conduct  I beg  leave  to  protest. 

In  my  opinion,  which  is  sustained  by  all  the  surgeons  with  whom  I 
have  conversed,  the  removal  of  those  on  whom  amputations  and  other 
severe  operations  had  been  performed  was  unwise  and  highly  injudi- 
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cions,  eutlaugering  the  lives  of  those  who  might  otherwise  recover.  The 
houses  occupied  as  hospitals  could  have  been  retained,  and  surgeons 
detailed  to  w'ait  on  them  until  recovery  had  so  far  advanced  as  to  ren- 
xier  removal  comparatively  safe.  The  hurry  of  moving,  the  necessary 
or  careless  displacement  of  dressings,  the  pain  inflicted  by  incessant  jar- 
ring must  add  fearfully  to  the  already  dangerous  condition  of  the 
wounded.  If  necessary,  surgeons  and  nurses  in  sufficient  numbers 
would  volunteer  to  render  every  service  to  those  who  were  injured  in 
defense  of  their  government.  Had  dangers  of  an  attack  or  of  falling 
into  the  enemy’s  hands  existed,  the  necessity  of  removal  would  have 
been  imperative,  but  no  such  danger  existed.  It  is  greatly  to  be  feared 
that  the  mortality  will  be  fearfully  increased,  more  especially  when 
steamboats  crowded  with  the  wounded,  as  was  the  case  with  the  steamer 
Tuts,  were  sent  off  without  a single  surgeon.  Dressings  would  neces- 
sarily be  displaced,  requiring  immediate  readjustment,  and  secondary 
hemorrhage  likely  to  occur,  which  is  always  alarming,  and  especially 
when  the  patient  is  in  motion.  There  were  surgeons  belonging  to  this 
division  anxious  to  attend  the  wounded  on  their  perilous  journey  whose 
services  would  have  been  cheerfully  dispensed  with  by  their  regiments, 
but  they  were  refused,  and  ordered  to  join  their  regiments,  and  the 
wounded  sent  without  medical  attention.  Imperative  duty  compels  me 
to  report  these  facts,  unpleasant  though  it  be.  That  they  were  suffered 
to  occur  can  be  attributed  alone  to  incapacity  or  willful  neglect  on  the 
l)art  of  those  having  charge. 

]\[ost  of  the  forenoon  on  the  day  of  battle  I was  busily  engaged  at  the 
hospital  on  the  extreme  right,  in  a narrow  valley  near  the  scene  of  action, 
where  the  wounded  from  General  McGlernand’s  division  were  rapidly 
crowding  in.  Here  the  slightly  wounded,  the  mangled,  the  dying,  and 
the  dead  presented  a scene  which  baffles  description  j and,  adding  to  the 
difficulties  and  dangers  of  our  position,  liundreds  of  armed  soldiers 
rushed  in,  and  remained  until  a volley  of  musketry  from  the  enemy 
caused  them  to  seek  other  *and  safer  quarters. 

It  was  my  fortune  to  administer  to  Lieutenant-Coloiiels  AVhite  and 
Erwin,  of  the  Eleventh  and  Thirty-first  Illinois  Eegiments,  in  their  last 
moments.  They  died  without  a murmur  and  without  a struggle — Colo- 
nel White,  if  I mistake  not,  from  a shot  in  the  neck,  and  Colonel  Erwin, 
in  the  side.  Vvhen  the  hospital  was  fired  on.  Surgeon  Thompson,  of 
Illinois,  and  myself  retired,  with  all  the  wounded  that  could  be  moved, 
to  hospitals  farther  in  the  rear.  Since  the  surrender,  officers  of  the 
rebel  armj^  have  informed  me  that  the  fire  on  the  hospital  was  accidental 
and  ceased  the  moment  the  flag  was  seen.  About  noon  I established  a 
general  hospital  on  the  extreme  left,  in  the  headquarters  of  General 
Grant,  who  very  kindly  and  generously  offered  them  for  that  purpose. 
Notwithstanding  the  abundant  supply  of  hospital  stores  which  the 
medical  director  informed  me  were  on  hand,  nothing  was  sent  us, 
neither  medicine  nor  food,  neither  bandage  nor  plaster.  The  field 
service  of  the  surgeons  and  such  articles*as  could  be  pressed  into 
service  constituted  our  supply,  and  the  little  food  obtained  was  secured 
by  dint  of  perseverance  from  regimental  quartermasters.  That  hos- 
pital stores  and  provisions  were  not  supplied  under  such  circumstances 
involves  criminal  neglect  or  incaiiacity  on  the  part  of  those  in  charge 
of  this  department. 

Kind  and  careful  attention  to  the  wounded  soldier  is  a high  and  most 
sacred  duty.  Surgeon  Sexton,  of  [52d]  Indiana  Eegiment,  and  Assist- 
ant Surgeon  Christy,  of  the  Thirty-second  Illinois,  were  aiding  me  at 
the  hospital.  Surgeon  Marsh,  of  the  Second  Iowa,  and  Assistant  Sur- 
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geon  Martin  at  times  gave  us  most  valuable  assistance.  Dr.  Se  xton,  an 
efficient  and  skillful  surgeon  when  sober,  was  so  much  under  the 
intluence  of  ^liquor  for  twentj^-four  hours  as  to  be  incapable  of  dis- 
charging the  responsible  duties  of  his  office.  Assistant  Surgeon  Christy 
was  exceedingly  kind,  prompt,  and  skillful,  rendering  most  timely  and 
efficient  aid. 

In  our  hospital  there  were  three  amputations  above  the  knee,  a num- 
ber of  fingers  taken  off,  balls  extracted,  and  wounds  such  as  described 
in  the  foregoing  report  dressed. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

THOS.  W.  FEY, 

Brigade  Surgeon^  Acting  Medical  Director, 

H.  S.  Hewitt, 

Brigade  Surgeon  and  Medical  Director  U.  S.  Forces, 


Eo.  39. 

Report  of  Col,  Charles  Cruft,  Thirty -first  Indiana  Infantry,  commanding 

First  Brigade, 

Hdqrs.  1st  Brig.,  3d  Diy.,  Dept.  West  Tennessee, 

Fort  Henry,  February  18,  1802. 

I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  part  taken  in  the  reduction  of 
Fort  Donelson  and  the  fortifications  near  Dover,  Tenn.,  on  the  15th 
instant,  by  the  First  Brigade  of  your  division.  The  brigade  was  com- 
posed of  the  Thirty-first  Indiana  Volunteers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Osborn 
temiiorarily  commanding;  T wenty- fifth  ‘ Kentucky  Volunteers,  Col. 
James  M.  Shackelford;  eight  companies  of  the  Forty-fourth  Indiana 
Volunteers,  Col.  Hugh  B.  Reed,  and  the  Seventeenth  Kentucky  Volun- 
teers, Col.  John  H.  McHenry. 

At  8.30  o’clock  a.  m.  General  Wallace’s  order  was  received  to  put  the 
brigade  in  rapid  motion  to  the  extreme  right  of  our  line,  for  the  luirpose 
of  re-enforcing  General  McClernand’s  division.  It  was  speedily  moved 
forward  in  column' of  companies,  the  Twenty-fifth  Kentucky  in  advance, 
followed  hy  the  Thirty-first  Indiana,  the  Seventeenth  Kentucky,  ancl 
the  Forty-fourth  Indiana.  An  order  to  halt  the  column  at  a point  indi- 
cated for  the  formation  of  the  regiments  in  line  was  not  executed  by  the 
advance,  owing  to  the  pressing  request  of  a messenger- from  one  of  the 
Illinois  regiments,  then  to  the  right,  to  hurry  forward  and  engage  the 
enemy.  The  guide  sent  with  the  head  of  the  column  here  shamefully 
abancloned  it,  not,  however,  until  he  had  given  Colonel  Shackelford  an 
improper  instruction  after  x>assing  Taylor’s  battery  in  the  direction  of 
the  enemy’s  intrenchments,  and  entering  the  woods  just  beyond,  the 
head  of  the  column  became  suddenly  engaged  with  a superior  force  of 
the  enemy  in  front  and  to  the  right.  This  appeared  to  be  a force  that 
was  endeavoring  to  outflank  the  battery  and  the  line  of  infantry  sup- 
porting it  and  pass  into  the  ravine  behind.  A well-directed  fire  was 
opened  on  the  Twenty-fifth  Kentucky  and  Thirty-first  Indiana  before 
they  could  form  to  resist  it.  The  line  of  battle,  however,  was  formed 
rapidly  and  steadily  under  continued  .volleys  of  the  enemy’s  musketry. 
The  Seventeenth  Kentucky  and  Forty-fourth  Indiana  were  shortly 
brought  up  in  good  order  and  entered  the  action.  The  enemy’s  fire  upon 
the  right  continued  to  be  very  severe,  and  this  assault  was  pressed  up 
to  within  20  feet  of  our  lines.  It  continued  for  some  minutes  with  much 
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fury  and  was  replied  to  with  effeet  by  our  men.  I was  then  at  the  left 
of  the  line.  At  this  juncture  it  was  reported  to  me  that  two  officers 
from  other  regiments  then  on  the  right  came  up,  and,  without  consulting 
the  colonel  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Kentucky,  ordered  his  men  forward 
down  the  enemy’s  line.  They  pressed  down  under  a heavy  volley  and 
again  opened  their  lire.  While  thus  fighting,  officers  from  the  other 
regiments  then  at  the  right  rode  up  and  ordered  the  Twenty-fifth  Ken- 
tucky to  cease  firing,  and  it  accordingly  did.  Almost  simultaneously 
with  this,  troops  from  the  other  brigade  at  the  right  retreated  in  confu- 
sion, and  some  of  them  passing  obliquely  against  my  line  broke  through 
it,  disconnecting  a portion  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Kentucky,  with  Colonel 
Shackelford  and  his  associate  field  and  staff*  officers,  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Osborn,  of  the  Thirty-first  Indiana,  with  a few  of  the  privates 
of  his  command. 

The  brigade  was  now  left  without  support,  occupying  the  extreme 
right  of  the  line  of  investment  and  in  advance  of  it  half  a mile.  It  was 
ordered  to  fall  back  in  line  and  occupy  the  slope  of  the’  hill  a few  hun- 
dred feet  in  the  rear  of  the  point  of  attack.  The  movement  was  accom- 
plished in  good  order.  This  brought  the  Forty-fourth  Indiana  in  line 
on  the  left.  A message  was  now  received  from  one  of  the  Illinois  regi- 
ments, requesting  that  the  left  should  not  fire.  This  message  was 
regarded,  and  the  Forty-fourth  Indiana  commanded  to  reserve  their  fire 
till  ordered.  In  the  mean  time  a heavy  fire  was  poured  into  the  regiment 
by  the  enemy.  The  line  was  here  twice  attacked  and  the  enemy  each 
time  repulsed.  From  this  position  an  eff'ective  charge  was  miule,  forc- 
ing the  enemy  to  retire  for  some  distance.  An  attempt  was  now'made 
to  outflank  my  line  on  the  right.  It  was  continually  worked  to  our 
right,  however,  to  resist  this.  A company  of  the  Thirty-first  Indiana 
was  detailed  as  skirmishers  on  the  right,  in  the  bushes  beyond.  The 
fight  was  still  progressing,  but  at  this  time  the  regiment  to  our  left, 
supporting  the  battery,  gave  way  (from  want  of  ammunition,  as  was 
said),  and  a portion  rushed  into  our  rear,  creating  some  confusion  in  the 
Forty-fourth  Indiana,  carrying  with  them  some  men  of  that  regiment 
and  exposing  it  to  the  flanking  fire  of  the  enemy,  who  appeared  at  tliat 
point  with  a considerable  force  of  both  cavalry  and  infantry.  It  was 
ordered  to  return  the  fire,  and  soon  repulsed  the  enemy.  The  Vvffiole 
brigade  was  now  moved  in  line  to  the  rear  in  complete  order,  and  occu- 
pied a better  position  on  a commanding  ridge  in  front  of  the  enemy. 
An  ineffectual  advance  was  again  made  by  the  enemy,  which  was 
repulsed,  and  the  firing  ceased,  except  some  skirmishing  between  a 
small  detail  of  men  sent  to  the  front  and  the  enemy’s  sliarpshooters. 
Here  the  enemy  drew  off^  leaving  us  in  possession  of  the  ground,  and 
commenced  retreating  to  the  right,  pursuing  the  woods,  at  times  in 
sight,  to  a ridge  across  a large  ravine  about  a half  mile  to  our  right,  and 
establishing  himself  there  in  force.  This  threw  him  to  the  right  and 
rear  of  us,  and  endangered  the  hospital  buildings  in  our  rear,  to  which 
our  wounded  had  been  conveyed. 

The  firing  had  now  ceased  on  all  sides.  It  being  impossible  to  com- 
municate with  General  Wallace  or  get  dispatches  to  him,  and  informa- 
tion being  casually  received  that  the  main  line  had  been  established 
farther  back,  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  retire  upon  it.  This  was  ac- 
cordingly done,  and  the  brigade  was  formed  in  column  and  marched  to 
the  high  ground  just  north  of  the  hospital  buildings,  with  a view  to  pro- 
tect them,  to  form  part  of  the  main  line  and  to  watch  the  enemy  on  our 
right.  Upon  communicating  with  the  general  commanding  division,  the 
X^osition  was  regarded  by  him  as  well  taken,  and  the  order  given  to  hold 
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it  at  all  hazards.  Here  the  meu  rested  on  their  arms  for  some  tim^e,  hav- 
ing been  hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy  at  intervals  for  more  than  three 
hours. 

This  concluded  our  engagement  of  the  morning.  The  brigade  re- 
mained in  position  on  the  extreme  right  (a  short  distance  from  Colonel 
Thayer’s  brigade),  in  view  of  the  enemy  during  the  subsequent  action 
at  the  center,  holding  him  in  check  and  protecting  the  hospital.  During 
the  engagement  at  the  center  a volley  was  hred  on  the  hospital  by  the 
enemy’s  sharpshooters  from  the  hills  to  the  right,  and  but  for  the  pres- 
ence of  the  brigade  it  would  doubtless  have  been  taken.  In  this  posi- 
tion valuable  information  w'as  obtained  as  to  the  enemy’s  movements 
on  the  right.  From  this  point  dis2)atches  were  sent  and  here  subse- 
quently General  Wallace  met  me. 

The  grouhd  on  which  the  action  occurred  is  a succession  of  hills  and 
ravines,  covered  with  a thick  undergrowth  of  oak  bushes.  The  dead- 
ened leaves  of  the  oak  shrubs  were  almost  identical  in  color  with  the 
brown  jean  uniforms  of  the  enemy,  and  rendered  it  almost  impossible 
to  distinguish  their  line  until  a fire  revealed  its  locality.  This  fact, 
together  with  the  character  of  the  ground,  gave  the  enemy  a great  ad- 
vantage, and  spread  a feeling  of  uncertainty  among  the  men  as  to  the 
location  of  the  attacking  lines.  It  is  impossible  to  say  with  accuracy 
what  force  of  the  enemy  was  encountered.  From  the  best  observations 
that  could  be  made  it  is  believed  that  there  were  at  least  five  regiments 
of  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry,  the  whole  under  command  of  Col.  lioger 
W.  Hanson. 

At  about  4 j).  in.  an  order  was  received  from  General  Wallace  to  co- 
operate with  Colonel  Smith’s  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Eighth  Missouri 
and  the  Eleventh  Indiana,  in  carrying  the  enemy’s  works  on  the  right, 
in  the  front  of  Dover,  by  storm.  The  officers  and  men,  though  much 
fatigued  from  the  action  of  the  morning  and  worn  from  loss  of  rest  and 
lack  of  food,  responded  cheerfully  to  the  order  and  wheeled  into  column. 
The  enemy  was  in  force  on  the  hill,  under  cover  of  the  wood  on  both 
sides  of  the  only  road  leading  up  into  the  direction  of  the  works.  It 
was  necessary  to  cross  an  open  space  of  several  hundred  feet,  exposed 
to  the  enemy’s  fire,  before  the  foot  of  the  hill  could  be  reached.  The 
Eighth  Missouri  led  the  advance  up  the  road.  The  Eleventh  Indiana 
charged  up  the  hill  on  the  left.  The  Forty-fourth  Indiana  followed  up 
the  road.  Five  companies  of  the  Thirty-first  Indiana  were  ordered  up 
the  hill  on  the  extreme  left,  and  the  remainder  of  this  regiment,  with  the 
residue  of  the  brigade,  were  ordered  to  the  right,  to  outflank  the  enemy 
and  attack  in  rear.  The  assault  was  a complete  success.  All  the  regi- 
ments behaved  handsomely.  The  whole  of  my  brigade  was  actually 
engaged.  In  a sharp  and  desperate  fight  of  a few  minutes’  duration  the 
hill  was  carried  by  storm,  and  the  enemy,  with  tremendous  cheers,  driven 
up  to  and  within  his  breastworks.  The  flank  attack  of  the  portion  of 
my  brigade  up  the  hill,  in  a line  at  a right  angle  to  the  main  advance, 
was  gallantly  conducted,  and  contributed  no  doubt  largely  to  the  rout 
of  the  enemy.  Colonel  Dickey,  of  the  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry,  during 
the  attack,  at  my  request  dismounted  four-fifths  of  his  troops,  armed 
with  Sharp’s  rifles,  and  led  them  uj)  the  hill  in  support  of  regiments 
engaged.  His  aid,  however,  was  not  required. 

This  action,  a brilliant  one  in  any  view,  was  rendered  more  so  from 
the  fact  that  it  was  made  in  the  face  of  a heavy  fire  of  grape  and  shai  j)- 
nel  from  the  battery  of  the  enemy  located  across  the  ravine  to  the  left 
of  the  road,  in  full  command  of  the  hill  and  the  approaches  to  it.  After 
pursuing  the  enemy  to  the  open  ground  in  front  of  the  fortifications,  a 
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distance  of  over  half  a mile,  an  order  was  received  to  fall  back  to  the 
hill  where  the  attack  was  made  and  there  encamp,  hold  the  position 
during  the  night,  and  prepare  to  storm  the  works  early  in  the  morning. 
The  regiments  slept  on  the  hill-side,  and  were  aroused  early  the  follow- 
ing morning  (ICth)  and  drawn  up  in  column,  ready  to  march  to  the 
assault,  when  intelligence  of  the  surrender  of  the  enemy  was  received. 
According  to  orders,  I then  marched  the  brigade  through  the  enemy’s 
works  to  Dover,  and  took  possession  of  the  town  and  the  large  number 
of  prisoners  and  amount  of  army  stores  which  it  contained. 

As  a whole,  the  officers  and  men  of  the  various  regiments  of  my  com- 
mand behaved  well.  They  received  the  enemy’s  fire  with  coolness  and 
returned  it  with  steadiness  and  effect.  Orders  were  executed  with  com- 
mendable promptness  and  precision.  lu  view  of  such  general  soldierly 
bearing  it  is  difficult  to  discriminate  individual  instances  of  valor. 
Many  such  fell  under  my  iuimediate  observation  and  others  are  reported 
by  commanders  of  regiments.  These  cases  will  form  the  subject  of  a 
subsequent  report  at  an  early  day. 

The  members  of  the  brigade  staff  are  entitled  to  commendation  for 
their  conduct  during  the  day.  They  accompanied  me  through  every 
danger,  and  were  at  all  times  ready  to  brave  any  personal  hazard. 
Capt.  W.  H.  Fairbanks,  actiug  assistant  adjutant-general,  was  con- 
stantly in  the  field,  at  times  also  actiug  aide-de-camp.  His  conduct  was 
creditable  throughout.  Lieut.  Frank  H.  Bristow,  acting  aide-de-camp, 
discharged  his  duties  in  a courageous  and  satisfactory  manner.  He 
was  fired  upon  frequently  and  had  several  narrow  escapes.  Private 
Charles  Edwin  Terry,  my  secretary,  acted  also  as  aide-de-camp  during 
both  actions,  and  exhibited  a cool  and  determined  bravery  worthy  of 
special  notice. 

I am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

CHAKLES  CPHFT, 
Colonel j Commanding. 

Capt.  Fred.  Knefler, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Third  Division. 


No.  40. 

Report  of  Maj.  Fredericlc  Arn,  Thirty-first  Indiana  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Thirty-first  Eegiment  Indiana  Volunteers, 

Fort  Henry,  Tenn.,  February  18,  1862. 

Sir  : In  obedience  to  your  order,  the  regiment  left  its  camp,  near 
Fort  Donelson,  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  February,  1862,  with  an 
effective  force  of  727  men.  The  order  given  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Osborn  was  to  follow  the  Twenty-fifth  Kentucky  Eegiment  and  form 
in  line  on  the  left,  and  await  further  orders.  Before  the  regiment  could 
reach  the  position  which  it  was  to  occupy  it  was  exposed  to  a galling 
fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  from  the  hill  on  our  left,  which  was  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy  in  strong  force.  The  regiment  was  promptly  formed 
in  line  of  battle  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  opened  a cool  and  effective 
fire  on  the  enemy  until  it  was  broken  by  the  troops  which  gave  way  on 
our  right  and  front  and  came  rushing  through  our  ranks  near  the  cen- 
ter. Our  lines  were,  however,  promptly  reformed  on  the  hill  to  the  right 
and  rear  of  our  position.  This  movement  was  made  necessary  by  the 
movements  of  the  enemy,?  who  had  outflanked  and  driven  back  the 
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Twenty-fifth  Kentucky^  formed  in  line  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  occupied  by 
your  brigade  in  its  new  iiosition.  In  the  change  of  position  a few  men 
'with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Osborn  became  detached  from  the  regiment 
and  were  unable  to  rejoin  it  during  the  day. 

From  this  position  a most  effective  fire  was  poured  into  the  enemy^s 
ranks,  which  was  interrupted  by  Colonel  Logan,  who  stated  that  we 
were  firing  into  his  brigade  from  our  right.  To  ascertain  the  correct- 
ness of  the  statement  you  ordered  me  to  deploy  the  first  company.  Cap- 
tain Smith,  as  skirmishers.  He  soon  reported  that  it  was  the  enemy  in 
force  which  we  had  been  firing  upon,  and  that  tlieir  line  extended  a con- 
siderable distance  beyond  our  right. 

Id  accordance  with  your  order  I then  moved  the  line  farther  to  the 
right,  the  movement  beiug  executed  with  the  greatest  coolness  and  order. 
From  this  position  the  enemy’s  fire  was  replied  to  with  such  precision  that 
they  soon  gave  way.  You  then  ordered  two  companies  to  be  deployed 
forward  as  skirmishers.  I ordered  Companies  I and  C to  deploy  in  front 
of  our  line,  which  was  promptly  executed,  and  the  woods  and  bushes 
were  soon  cleared  of  the  enemy.  At  this  time,  the  report  reaching  us 
that  the  enemy  were  forming  in  a hollow  leading  to  the  hospital  in  our 
rear,  you  ordered  me  to  move  with  the  brigade  to  the  hill  immediately 
in  rear  of  the  hospital.  Yo  further  attack  being  made,  the  regiment  was 
kept  in  this  position  till  about  4 o’clock  p.  m.  At  this  time  I was  ordered 
to  march  the  regiment  into  the  ravine  below  the  fort,  on  the  extreme 
right  of  our  lines,  and  support  the  Eleventh  Indiana  and  Eighth  Mis- 
souri Eegiments;  which  were  ordered  with  us  to  assault  the  hills  and 
drive  the  enemy  within  their  works.  I formed  the  regiment  on  the  left  of 
the  Seventeenth  Kentucky,  and  charged  over  the  hills  until  we  reached 
a ravine  immediately  below  the  enemy’s  batteries,  where  we  were  ex- 
posed to  a terrible  fire  of  grape,  shrapnel,  and  shells.  To  avoid  this,  I 
moved  the  regiment  by  the  right  flank  farther  up  the  ravine,  when,  the 
enemy  having  retreated  within  their  works,  we  were  ordered  back  to 
the  position  from  which  we  charged. 

I cannot  speak  too  highly,  colonel,  of  the  coolness  and  bravery  of  the 
men  and  the  gallant  behavior  of  the  ofhcers  who  were  with  the  regiment 
during  the  day.  Where  all  were  so  proinjit  in  performing  their  duty  as 
brave  soldiers  it  would  be  unjust  to  particularize.  • Although  brought  into 
action  for  the  first  time,  under  a terrible  fire  from  an  enemy  concealed  in 
a dense  undergrowth  of  leafy  oak  bushes,  they  never  for  a moment  lost 
coolness  and  presence  of  mind.  They  used  their  arms  with  the  greatest 
deliberation,  retaining  their  fire  until  they  could  procure  a deliberate 
aim.  In  the  afternoon  engagement  they  exhibited,  if  possible,  even  more 
daring,  not  flinching  in  the  least  from  the  storm  of  iron  which  raked  the 
bushes  and  plowed  the  ground  around  them. 

In  conclusion,  colonel,  permit  me  to  congratulate  you  upon  your  escape 
fi  om  the  terrible  fire  to  which  you  exposed  yourself  continually  during 
both  actions  without  receiving  any  dangerous  wounds,  and  also  to  thank 
you  for  giving  your  brigade  and  our  regiment  an  opportunity  to  assist 
so  materially  in  the  consummation  of  the  great  victory. 

I am,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  ARK, 

Major  Thirty -first  Indiana  Volunteers. 

Col.  Charles  Cruft, 

Commanding  First  Brigade^  Third  Division. 
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Ko.  41. 

Report  of  Col.  Sugli  B.  Reed^  Forty  fourth  Indiana  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Foety-eourth  Eeoiment  Indian^  Volunteers, 

Fort  Henry^  February  18,  1802. 

Sir  : On  the  morning  of  Saturday,  February  15,  the  Forty-fourth  Eeg- 
iment  Indiana  Volunteers  left  their  bivouac  near  the  enemy  V lines  and 
marched  to  the  attack  on  Fort  Donelson.  By  order  of  General  McCler- 
nand,  we  first  took  position  near  the  battery  (which  was  afterwards 
assaulted  by  the  rebels).  In  this  position  the  enemy’s  shot  passed  over 
our  heads.  Shortly  afterwards  we  were  ordered  forward  into  line  with 
our  brigade  (First).  As  we  marched  past  the  enemy’s  breastworks  we 
received  a heavy  tire,  wounding  some  of  our  men.  We  took  our  posi- 
tion on  the  left  wing  of  our  brigade,  in  front  of  and  in  range  of  the 
enemy’s  guns.  They  were  invisible  to  us,  while  we  were  exposed  to  their 
view.  There  was  part  of  a regiment  of  Union  troops  (Colonel  Logan)  on 
the  slope  of  the  hill  between  us  and  the  enemy.  Colonel  Logan  came 
to  our  lines  and  requested  we  would  not  fire,  as  it  would  endanger  his 
men.  I gave  the  order  to  the  men  to  withhold  th(  ir  fire.  We  remained 
exposed  to  the  enemy’s  tire  for  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  without  being 
able  to  return  it  or  to  determine  whether  our  friends  were  still  in  dan- 
ger of  our  guns. 

At  this  time,  the  enemy’s  fire  partly  subsiding,  the  regimental  colors 
were  ordered  forward  and  were  i)lanted  10  paces  in  front  of  our  line  of 
battle  by  First  Lieutenant  Storj^,  of  Company  C.  This  failing  to  call 
forth  a fire.  Captain  Bingham,  of  Company  H,  advanced  to  a point  10 
or  12  paces  in  front  of  our  line  and  waved  our  colors  in  the  air.  This 
drew  liis  fire,  which  was  most  heartily  responded  to  by  our  men,  and 
was  followed  up  in  rapid  succession  on  both  sides.  Our  men  behaved 
most  gallantly.  In  the  early  part  of  the  action  Captain  Cuppy,  of  Com- 
pany F,  was  severely  wounded  while  in  advance  of  his  men  bravely 
cheering  them  on. 

By  this  time,  the  regiment  on  our  left  having  entirely  changed  their 
position,  leaving  our  fiank  exposed,  a movement  was  made  by  a well- 
mounted  cavalry  regiment  and  a body  of  infantry  to  tumour  left  wing. 
Captain  Murray,  Company  B,  was  ordered  to  open  fire  upon  them,  and 
did  so  with  terrible  effect.  Companies  E and  H were  ordered  to  the 
support  of  Company  B and  poured  in  a well-directed  fire,  causing  them 
to  fall  back  in  disorder. 

At  this  time,  finding  my  regiment  was  left  entirely  alone  and  unsup- 
ported, the  regiments  on  our  left  having  withdrawn  and  our  brigade 
having  changed  position  to  the  right,  thus  exi)osing  both  wings,  of 
which  the  enemy  were  about  to  take  advantage,  the  order  was  given  to 
change  position  to  the  right,  which  was  done  by  right  flank  in  good 
order,  with  the  exception  of  a part  of  the  left  wing,  which,  from  not  hav- 
ing fully  understood  the  order,  became  separated  from  the  main  body 
and  some  confusion  ensued,  but  in  a few  minutes  they  rejoined  us.  Ours 
was  the  last  regiment  engaged  with  the  enemy  during  the  fight  in  the 
morning.  Having  joined  our  brigade,  we  took  position  on  an  adjoining- 
elevation  and  awaited  orders. 

Major  Stoughton,  posted  during  the  entire  action  in  the  mostgxposed 
position,  deserves  the  highest  praise  for  the  cool  courage  and  danng  dis- 
played. 

I would  gladly  specify  very  many  instances  of  personal  bravery  dis- 
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played.  Adjutant  Colgrove  acted  with  coolness  and  bravery  during  the 
entire  day. 

Too  much  credit  cannot  be  bestowed  on  our  men  for  tbeir  cool  and 
determined  courage,  and  especially  during  the  trying  time  when  exi)Ose(i 
to  the  enemy’s  bullets  without  being  permitted  to  return  them,  both  offi- 
cers and  men  in  this  our  first  engagement ; but  where  almost  all  per- 
formed tbeir  part  so  well,  it  would  require  too  lengthy  a list  to  name 
them  personally,  whilst  many  justly  deserving  might  be  unintentionally 
omitted. 

The  Forty -fourth  Indiana  does  its  duty.  We  lost  in  this  engagement 
7 killed,  34  wounded,  and  2 missing.* 

From  our  position  on  the  hill  where  our  column  rested  we  could  see  t!ie 
battle-field  of  the  morning  and  the  enemy  again  form  his  line  df  battle. 
At  about  3.30  o’clock  p.  m.  a renewed  attack  uijon  their  lines  was  ordered 
by  General  Wallace.  My  regiment  advanced  to  the  foot  of  the  hill  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy,  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  face  of  a storm  of  bullets. 
Finding  ground  in  our  front  occuj)ied  by  the  Eighth  Missouri  Ivegiment, 
I advanced  my  regiment  100  yards,  faced  to  the  front,  and  charged  up 
the  hill  at  double-quick,  our  men  loudly  cheering.  We  advanced  rapidly 
to  summit  of  hill,  firing  at  the  enemy.  The  enemy  soon  retreated  inside 
their  intrenchments,  closely  followed  b3"  our  troops.  A fire  was  opened 
on  us  by  their  batteries,  the  shell  falling  near  our  lines.  Whilst  delib- 
erating upon  an  attack  upon  their  fortifications  we  received  an  order 
from  General  Grant  to  fall  back  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  which  was  done. 
Here  we  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

The  following  morning  (Sunday)  we  were  ordered  by  you  to  march 
forward  to  attack  the  enemy’s  works.  When  just  ready  to  march  the 
joyful  intelligence  was  brought  us  that  the  enemy  had  surrendered, 
which  was  received  with  hearty  cheers. 

Our  column  being  in  motion,  we  were  the  first  to  march  into  the  town 
of  Hover. 

I am,  colonel,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

HUGH  B.  EEED, 

Colonel,  Comdg.  Forty-fourth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers, 

Col.  Charles  Cruft, 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  Third  Division. 


Eo.  42. 

Report  of  Col,  John  H.  McHenry,  jr.,  Seventeenth  Kentucky  Infantry. 

Fort  Henry,  Fehruary  18,  1802. 

Colonel  ; On  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant  my  regiment,  num- 
bering 510  men,  preceded  by  tbe  Twenty-fifth  Kentucky  and  Thirty-first 
Indiana,  took  up  our  march,  leaving  behind  our  blankets,  knaj)sacks, 
and  a few  great-coats.  Hearing  brisk  firing  on  our  right,  we  followecl 
close  upon  the  Thirty-first,  and  soon  x)assed  the  right  of  the  line  of  bat- 
tle, when  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  my  right  wing  from  behind  clumps 
of  bushes  and  trees,  that  entirely  concealed  them  from  our  men.  JMy 
right,  with  the  exception  of  two  comx^anies  on  the  left,  were  driven  back 
from  the  line.  I x^i’omx^tly  rallied  them  on  the  next  hill,  and  being 
joined  hy  Cax)tains  Vaughan’s  and  Davison’s  companies,  from  whom 
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we  had  become  separated,  the  regiment  was  moved  forward  and  suii- 
ported  the  Forty-fourth  Indiana  on  our  left,  which  had  sustained  a 
severe  shock  from  the  enemy.  We  soon  met  the  enemy,  and  drove  them 
back  from  the  position  they  occupied  against  us.  The  tiring  at  this 
point  was  deadly  and  severe.  I am  greatly  indebted  to  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Stout  and  Major  Calhoon  for  their  successful  efforts  in  encouraging 
the  men  and  keeping  them  in  their  proper  places  in  line  of  battle  under 
lire  of  the  enemy.  Their  efforts  were  particularly  successful  at  this 
point,  but  their  services  were  faithful  and  unceasing  during  the  whole 
day.  Lieutenant-Colonel  StouFs  horse  was  severely  wounded  at  this 
place. 

About  this  time  Colonel  Logan,  of  Illinois,  rode  up  and  informed  me 
that  his  regiment  had  entered  between  me  and  the  enemy,  and  the  bri- 
gade was  by  your  order  withdrawn  a short  distance.  Some  of  the  enemy 
were  discovered  in  force  on  our  left,  where  they  encountered  our  troops 
and  had  a terrible  battle,  in  which  some  50  of  my  regiment,  who  had 
been  separated  at  the  tirst  attack  of  the  enemy,  were  engaged,  under 
Adjutant  Starling.  This  engagement  was  at  the  place  where  the  regi- 
ment bad  encamped  the  night  previous,  and  resulted  most  disastrously 
to  our  knai^sacks  and  blankets,  which  had  been  left  hanging  upon  the 
trees. 

My  regiment,  with  the  Thirty-ffrst  and  Forty-fourth  Indiana,  was  with- 
drawn to  the  top  of  a neighboring  hill,  where  we  soon  discovered  the 
enemy  in  large  force.  We  were  ordered  down,  and  I was  instructed  to 
throw  my  regiment  cut  on  the  right,  with  a view  of  attacking  the  enemy, 
who  occupied  a strong  position  on  a hill  among  the  trees,  where  they 
could  see  us  and  were  at  the  same  time  entirely  concealed  from  our  view. 
1 ordered  a charge  up  the  hill,  which,  although  hotly  contested,  was  suc- 
cessful. 

AW  of  the  officers  and  men  behaved  gallantly  in  this  engagement. 
Captain  Barnett  led  tbe  charge  on  the  right,  and  he,  as  well  as  his  men, 
behaved  nobly  during  the  engagement.  Captains  Morton,  Vaughan, 
and  Davison  were  in  the  thickest  of  the  ffght,  cheering  their  men,  who 
behaved  as  gallantly  as  troops  under  the  same  circumstances  could  pos- 
sibly have  done.  You  witnessed  this  contiict,  however,  and  are  proba- 
bly better  ])repared  to  describe  it  than  I am  myself.  My  regiment  by 
your  order  bivouacked  on  this  bill,  where  we  remained  during  the  night, 
and  rose  with  the  determination  of  renewing  the  attack,  when  we  learned 
that  the  enemy  had  surrendered. 

Captain  Beckham,  Lieutenants  Brown,  Keith,  Harrison,  Byers, 
Briggs,  Davis,  and  Bandy  deserve  mention  for  their  unceasing  atten- 
tion to  their  men  during  the  whole  day,  and  I feel  proud  I have  received 
this  i)ositive  evidence  of  their  good  qualities  as  officers.  Lieutenants 
Taylor  and  liogers,  in  command  of  a comi)any,  behaved  gallantly  during 
the  da3^ 

Ilespectfully  submitted. 

JOHNT  II.  McHEKRY,  Jr., 
Colonel  Seventeenth  Kentuchy  Vohinteers, 

Colonel  Cruft, 

Commanding  First  Brigade^  Third  Division, 
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is^o.  43. 

Report  of  Col.  J.  M.  Sliaclcelford^  Twenty-fifth  Kentncky  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Kentucky  Eegiment, 
Camp  Cloalc,  near  Fort  Henry,  February  18,  18G2. 
Sir  : Below  I give  you  a list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in 
the  Twenty-tifth  Eegiment  Kentucky  Volunteers  in  the  battle  at  Dover, 
on  the  13th  instant. 


Pursuant  to  your  order,  on  Saturday  morning,  the  13th  instant,  I 
proceeded  with  my  regiment  in  the  direction  of  General  McClernand’s 
extreme  right.  Following  the  guide  you  sent  me,  I passed  General 
McOlernand  at  his  headquarters,  and  he  ordered  me  to  go  at  double- 
quick.  The  guide  continued  with  me,  leading  me  within  range  of  the 
enemy’s  guns,  until  we  passed  in  the  rear  of  one  of  our  batteries  on  the 
hill,  when  the  guide  left  me,  directing  me  to  proceed  around  the  hill. 
I then  proceeded,  in  utter  ignorance  of  the  point  at  which  I was  needed 
and  the  position  of  the  enemy,  until  I came  up  in  the  rear  of  one  of  Gen- 
eral McClernand’s  regiments,  when  the  colonel  came  running  down  to 
me  and  appealed  to  me  to  come  to  his  rescue,  stating  that  his  men  were 
about  out  of  ammunition.  I halted  my  regiment,  formed  them,  and  led 
them  up  in  the  face  of  a most  galling  and  terrific  fire.  My  officers  and 
men  marched  upon  it  with  the  coolness  and  firmness  of  regulars,  and 
opened  a most  deadly  fire  upon  the  enemy. 

After  some  time  two  officers  came  up,  and,  without  consulting  me, 
ordered  my  men  to  forward  down  the  line.  My  men  then  moved  down 
the  line  under  a most  deadly  fire  from  the  enemy.  When  I again  opened 
fire  upon  them,  and  whilst  my  men  were  fighting  as  bravely  and  gal- 
lantly as  men  ever  fought,  some  officers  came  upon  my  extreme  right 
and  ordered  them  cease  firing ) that  some  of  my  men  were  firing  upon 
them  off  to  the  right  of  my  regiment,  moving  through  and  breaking  my 
line,  when  my  command  fell  back,  a number  of  the  officers  and  men  fight- 
ing as  they  retired.  The  regiment  was  subsequently  reformed  and 
entered  the  action. 

Eespectfully,  yours, 

J.  M.  SHACKELFOED, 
Colonel  Twenty-fifth  Regiment  Kentucky  Volunteers. 


Colonel  Cruft, 

Commanding  First  Brigade^  Third  Division. 
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No.  44. 

Report  of  Col,  John  M,  Thayer,  First  Nehrasha  Infantry,  commanding 

Third  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  3d  Brio.,  3d  Div.,  Dept.  West  Tennessee, 

Fort  Henry,  February  18,  18(32. 

Captain:  I have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  a report  of  the  part 
taken  in  the  battle  of  Fort  Douelson  by  the  brigade  under  my  command, 
composed  of  the  First  Nebraska,  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCord  5 the  Sev- 
enty sixth  Ohio,  Colonel  Woods  5 the  Fifty-eighth  Ohio  and  the  Sixty- 
eighth  Ohio,  Colonel  Steedman.  There  were  also  attached  to  my  brigade 
during  the  action  the  Forty-sixth  Illinois,  Colonel  Davis,  the  Fifty- 
seventh  Illinois,  Colonel  Baldwin,  and  the  Fifty-eighth  Illinois,  Colonel 

At  3 o’clock  on  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  the  14th  instant,  I moved  the 
brigade  forward,  under  orders  from  General  Wallace,  commanding  the 
Third  Division,  of  which  this  brigade  constitutes  a part,  from  the  small 
settlement  in  the  valley  some  2 miles  south  of  the  fortilications  to  take 
up  a position  on  the  left  of  Colonel  Cruft’s  brigade,  which  had  gone  on 
in  the  direction  of  General  McClernand’s  division.  After  passing  up  a 
mile  the  line  of  battle  was  formed  in  the  road  fronting  the  valley  leading 
to  the  western  redoubt.  No  enemy  appearing  in  that  direction,  we  biv- 
ouacked for  the  night  on  the  side  of  the  road,  the  troops  lying  on  the 
ground  with  their  arms  in  their  hands.  At  daylight  the  next  morning 
tlie  line  was  again  formed.  At  about  10  o’clock  I received  orders  from 
General  Wallace  in  person  to  move  forward  with  my  command  to  the 
support  of  General  McCleruand,  who  had  been  engaged  with  the  enemy 
during  the  morning.  Passing  along  the  central  road  leading  to  the 
breastworks  half  a mile  I met  and  passed  the  column  of  General  McCler- 
nand  retreatin g.  Moving  my  men  at  double-cpiick,  we  were  soon  between 
the  forces  of  General  McClernand  and  the  enemy,  who  was  rapidly  ap- 
proaching. 

On  arriving  at  a small  opening  in  the  timber  I filed  into  the  right, 
crossing  the  ravine  and  ascending  the  hill ; placed  Colonel  Lynch’s  Fifty- 
eighth  Eegimeut  on  the  right  slope  of  the  hill.  The  Chicago  battery. 
Lieutenant  Wood,  taking  position,  by  direction  of  the  general,  in  the  road, 
the  Nebraska  regiment,  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCord,  was  placed  imme- 
diately on  the  right  of  the  battery,  on  the  line  of  the  Fifty-eighth  Illinois. 
A detached  company  of  the  Thirty-second  Illinois  (Company  A,  Captain 
Davidson)  occupied  the  position  next  to  the  battery  on  the  left.  The 
Fifty-eighth  Ohio  were  in  position  on  the  left  of  this  company.  The  line 
of  battle  was  thus  formed  across  the  road  at  right  angles  with  it.  The 
Seventy  sixth  Ohio  Avas  placed  some  50  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  First 
Nebraska,  and  directed  to  lie  upon  the  ground  as  a reserve.  The  Forty- 
sixth  and  Fifty-seventh  Illinois  were  also  held  in  reserv’e  on  the  road  in 
the  rear,  ready  and  anxious  for  the  fight.  Colonel  Steedmau’s  Sixty- 
eighth  Ohio  were  stationed  on  a road  on  the  left,  leading  to  the  tort.  In 
this  position  we  had  not  long  to  wait  for  the  enemy,  who  soon  ap- 
proaclied,  with  a battery  supported  by  a large  body  of  infantry.  Lieu- 
tenant Wood  immediately  commenced  an  efiective  fire  with  his  battery, 
which  was  instantly  returned  by  the  enemy.  The  extreme  left  of  the 
First  Nebraska,  resting  on  the  battery,  under  orders  previously  given, 
at  once  opened  a vrell- directed  fire,  which  rapidly  extended  along  the 
line  to  its  right.  This  regiment  continued  an  almost  incessant  discharge 
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of  musketry  for  t]^ree- quarters  of  an  hour,  the  battery  continuing:  its 
firing  at  the  same  time,  when  the  enemy  were  completely  repulsed  and 
fled.  ISTothing  but  the  thick  underbrush  prevented  a charge  with  the 
bayonet.  The  enemy  made  an  efibrt  three  times  to  push  forward  through 
our  lines,  but  were  as  often  driven  back. 

Colonel  OrufCs  brigade  was  engaged  on  my  right  in  the  direction  of 
the  river  with  the  enemy’s  forces,  who  were  endeavoring  to  outflank  his 
right.  The  enemy  approaching  the  center  of  our  lines,  where  my  brigade 
was  jmsted,  evidently  shows  that  it  was  his  intention  to  open  his  way 
through  and  unite  with  the  forces  that  should  outflank  Colonel  Cruft, 
but  in  both  of  these  attempts  he  was  overcome  and  forced  to  retreat.  I 
have  since  learned  from  the  enemy  that  his  force  in  the  engagement  which 
I have  described,  in  addition  to  iiis  battery,  was  three  regiments  of  in- 
fantry and  a squadron  of  horse,  which  were  repulsed  by  one  regiment  of 
our  infantry,  the  First  Nebraska,  and  the  Chicago  battery.  The  enemy 
also  admit  a large  number  of  killed  and  wounded  in  this  action.  The 
Nebraska  regiment  had  but  3 killed  and  7 wounded.  The  enemy  poured 
volley  after  volley  upon  us,  but,  fortunately,  aimed  too  high  to  do  much 
execution.  The  Nebraska  regiment  being  the  only  one  engaged  at  this 
time,  I was  with  it  during  the  action,  and  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  say 
that  every  officer  and  soldier  behaved  very  gallantly  throughout.  1 can- 
not omit  to  speak  in  high  terms  6f  the  soldierly  bearing  and  efficient 
conduct  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCord  and  Major  Livingston  during  the 
engagement. 

Colonel  Woods  and  his  regiment  were  also  exposed  to  the  full  fire  of 
the  enemy,  and  their  position  was  rendered  the  more  trying,  as  I had 
directed  them  not  to  fire  until  ordered  forward  for  that  purpose,  if  the 
emergency  should  arise,  which,  however,  was  not  necessary.  In  the 
afternoon  Colonel  Lynch  was  sent  forward  with  his  regiment  to  the 
assistance  of  our  forces  who  were  engaged  on  the  right,  where  General 
Wallace  with  a part  of  his  division  had  encountered  the  enemy,  and 
who  drove  them  back  within  their  intrench  men  ts,  recovering  the  ground 
lost  in  the  morning.  Colonel  Davis  moved  forward  and  took  position 
on  the  road  in  front.  The  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  remained  in 
the  positions  occupied  by  them  during  the  engagement  and  camped 
there  that  night.  The  next  morning  at  daylight  (Sunday),  on  receiving 
orders  from  General  Wallace,  I moved  my  command  over  to  the  road 
on  the  right  and  passed  down  the  road  to  the  base  of  the  hill  leading  to 
the  lortifications,  where  the  line  was  formed  in  connection  with  our  other 
forces,  with  the  intention  of  storming  the  works,  but  before  this  could 
be  attempted  the  enemy  surrendered. 

Not  having  received  reports  from  the  different  regiments  under  my 
command  during  the  battle,  I am  not  able  to  submit  a detailed  report 
of  its  casualties. 

I must  acknowledge  the  efficient  services  in  the  prompt  execution  of 
orders  of  S.  A.  Strickland,  my  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  my 
aide-de-camp,  Capt.  Allen  Blacker,  and  Lieut.  Charles  E.  Provost. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  THAYER, 

Col.  Isf  Wc&r.,  Comdg.  3d  Brig.,  3d  Div.,  Dept.  West  Tenn. 

Capt.  Feed.  Knefler, 

Assistant  Adjutayit- General,  Third  Division 
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No.  45. 

Message  from  the  President  oj  the  Confederate  States. 

Execijtiye  DEPAETi>rENT,  March  11,  1862. 

To  the  Speaher  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I transmit  herewith  cojhes  of  such  official  reports  as  have  been  re- 
ceived at  the  War  Department  of  the  defense  and  fall  of  Fort  Donelson.* 
They  will  be  found  Aucomplete  and  unsatisfactory.  Instructions  have 
been  given  to  furnish  further  information  upon  the  points  not  made  intel- 
ligible by  the  reports. 

It  is  not  stated  that  re-enforcements  were  at  any  time  asked  for ; nor 
is  it  demonstrated  to  have  been  impossible  to  have  saved  the  army  by 
evacuating  the  position ; nor  is  it  known  by  what  means  it  was  found 
l^racticable  to  withdraw  a part  of  the  garrison,  leaving  the  remainder 
to  surrender ; nor  upon  what  authority  or  principle  of  action  the  senior 
generals  abandoned  responsibility,  by  transferring  the  command  to  a 
junior  officer. 

In  a former  communication  to  Congress  I presented  the  propriety  of 
a suspension  of  judgment  in  relation  to  the  disaster  at  Fort  Donelson 
until  official  reports  could  be  receiv^l.  I regret  that  the  information 
now  furnished  is  so  defective.  In  the  mean  time,  hopeful  that  satisfac- 
tor3^  explanation  may  be  made,  I have  directed,  upon  the  exhibition  of 
the  case  as  presented  by  the  two  senior  generals,  that  they  be  relieved 
from  command,  to  await  further  orders  whenever  a suitable  judgment 
can  be  rendered  on  the  merits  of  the  case. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


[Addenda.] 

Richmond,  Ya.,  March  11,  1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamn, 

Secretary  of  TFur,  Richmond.,  Ya. : 

Sill:  The  reports  of  Brigadier  Generals  Floyd  and  Pillow  of  the  de- 
fense and  fall  of  Fort  Donelson  are  unsatistactory.  I can  but  hope 
that  explanations  may  be  made  which  will  change  the  aspect  given  to 
the  affair  bj^  their  statements. 

In  the  mean  time  you  will  order  General  A.  S.  Johnston  to  relieve 
both  of  those  officers  from  command,  and  to  indicate  to  them  that  infor- 
mation is  wanted  as  to  their  failure  to  give  timely  notice  of  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  garrison  to  re])el  the  attack  and  their  failure  to  attempt 
to  save  the  army  by  evacuating  the  post  when  it  was  found  to  be  unten- 
able, and  especially  why  they  abandoned  the  command  and  bj^  what 
means  their  escape  was  effected;  further,  to  state  upon  what  principle 
was  a selection  made  of  particular  troops,  being  certain  regiments  of 
the  senior  generaPs  brigade,  to  whose  use  the  transportation  on  hand 
should  be  appropriated. 

Copies  of  the  reports  recei  ved  will  be  furnished  to  me  for  transmission 
to  Congress. 

Ver3"  respectfully,  yours, 

• JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

*This  message  transmitted  Pillow’s  report  of  February  18  (No.  51),  Floyd’s  of 
February  27  (No.  48),  and  Wharton’s  and  McCausland’s  reports  (Nos.  49  and  50). 
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No.  46. 

Reports  of  General  A.  Sidney  Johnston^  G.  S.  Army,  commanding  the 
Western  Bepartmerit,  and  resulting  correspondence. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  February  14,  1802. 

Secretary  of  War: 

The  latest  from  General  Pillow  at  Fort  Donelson ; 

\Ve  have  just  had  the  fiercest  fight  on  record  between  our  guns  and  six  gunboats, 
which  lasted  two  hours.  They  came  within  200  yards  of  our  batteries.  Wc  drove 
them  back,  damaged  two  of  them  badly,  and  crix^i^led  a third  very  badly.  No  dam- 
age done  to  our  battery  and  not  a man  killed. 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Edgefield,  February  15,  1862 — 5.15  j).  m. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin: 

The  attack  at  Fort  Donelson  was  this  morning  renewed  by  the  enemy 
at  dawn  with  great  vigor  and  continued  until  1 o’clock,  when  the  con- 
flict was  still  raging.  We  had  taken  some  200  prisoners,  forced  their 
positions,  and  captured  four  pieces  of  artillery.  At  that  hour  the  enemy 
were  still  bringing  up  re-enforcements  for  the  attack.  Our  arms  were 
successful,  the  field  having  been  carried  inch  by  inch,  with  severe  loss 
on  both  sides.  There  is  no  intelligence  since  1 o’clock. 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON. 


Eduefield,  Tenn.,  February  15 — mMnight, 

Via  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  February  16,  1862 — -11.30  j).  m. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin: 

We  have  had  to-day  at  Fort  Donelson  one  of  the  most  sanguinary 
conflicts  of  the  war.  Our  forces  attacked  the  enemy  with  energy  and 
won  a brilliant  victory.  I have  the  satisfaction  to  transmit  the  dispatch, 
after  night-fall,  of  General  Floyd,  who  was  in  command  of  our  forces. 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 
General,  G.  S.  Army. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  February  16,  1862. 

J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War: 

I have  received  the  following  dispatch : 

Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  15,  1862 — 11  p.  m. 

A.  Sidney  Johnston: 

The  euemy  having  invested  our  lines,  it  was  determined  to  attack  them,  which  we 
did  this  morning  at  5.30  o’clock.  General  Pillow  led  the  attack  upon  the  enemy’s 
right  flank,  and,  after  a most  obstinate  and  sanguinary  conflict,  succeeded  in  driving 
the  enemy  from  his  position  and  forcing  him  back  towards  his  left  flank.  General 
Buckner  led  the  attack  on  the  right,  in  which  many  of  his  troops  displayed  commend- 
able determination  and  courage.  General  Johnson  led  his  command  with  firmness 
and  spirit  in  the  conflict.  Nothing  could  exceed  Ihe  steady  and  determined  courage 
of  many  of  our  troops,  with  numbers  much  less  than  half.  The  enemy  maintained  a 
successful  struggle,  which  continued  for  nine  hours,  and  resulted  in  driving  him  from 
the  field,  with  a loss  on  his  part  of  1,240-odd  killed  and  wounded,  of  whom  1,000 
were  killed.  About  300  prisoners,  six  pieces  of  artillery,  and  1,000  stand  of  arms  were 
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captured.  Our  own  loss  amounted  to  about  500  killed  and  wounded.  They  have  a 
force  of  forty-two  regiments. 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 

Brigadier-General. 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON. 


Nashville,  Tenn.,  February  16,  1862. 

• Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin: 

The  following  dispatch  was  received  at  3.45  o’clock  this  morning : 


Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  Felrnary  1C,  1862. 

General  A.  Sidney  Johnston: 

Last  evening  there  arrived  in  the  river  near  Fort  Donelson  eleven  transports,  laden 
with  troops.  We  are  completely  invested  with  an  array  many  times  our  own  numbers. 
I regret  to  say  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  officers  seems  to  be  that  we  cannot  main- 
tain ourselves  against  these  forces. 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 

Brigadier-  General. 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON. 


Nashville,  Tenn.,  February  17,  1862. 

Secretaey  of  War: 

Fort  Donelson  was  surrendered  at  4.10  p.  m.  yesterday,  after  most 
gallant  defense.  Floyd  saved  about  1,000  men.  He  and  Pillow  are 
here.  Buckner  surrendered  after  they  left.  This  army  is  across  the 
Cumberland. 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


War  Department,  0.  S A., 

Richmond.)  March  11,  1862. 

General  A.  Sidney  Johnston, 

Decatur.)  A la. : 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  dispatches 
through  Major  Liddell.  The  reports  of  Brigadier-Generals  Floyd  and 
Pillow  are  unsatisfactory,  and  the  President  directs  that  both  these 
generals  be  relieved  from  command  till  further  orders.  In  the  mean 
time  you  will  request  them  to  add  to  their  reports  such  statements  as 
they  may  deem  ijroper  on  the  following  points  : 

1st.  The  failure  to  give  timely  notice  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  garri- 
son of  Fort  Donelson  to  repel  attack. 

2d.  The  failure  of  any  attempt  to  save  the  army  by  evacuating  the 
post  when  found  to  be  untenable. 

3d.  Why  they  abandoned  the  command  to  their  inferior  officer,  in-  j 
stead  of  executing  themselves  whatever  measure  was  deemed  proper  for 
the  entire  army.  ; 

4th.  What  was  the  precise  mode  by  which  each  effected  his  escape  j 
from  the  fort  and  what  dangers  were  encountered  in  the  retreat.  i 

5th.  Upon  what  principle  a selection  was  made  of  particular  troops,  , 
being  certain  regiments  of  the  senior  general’s  brigade,  to  whose  use  | 
all  the  transportation  on  hand  was  appropriated. 

6th.  A particular  designation  of  the  regiments  saved  and  the  regi-  | 
ments  abandoned  which  formed  part  of  the  senior  general’s  brigade.  ^ 


CHAr.  xvn.] 


CAPTURE  OF  FORT  DONELSON,  TENN. 


257 


111  addition  to  the  foregoing,  yon  are  requested  to  direct  Brig.  Gen. 
Jiiislirod  It.  Johnson  to  make  a full  and  detailed  report  as  promptly  as 
possible;  also  to  require  a like  report  of  Colonel  Forrest,  and  to  ask  Colo- 
nel Forrest  to  detail  particularly  in  his  report  the  time  and  manner  of 
his  escape,  the  road  he  took,  the  number  of  enemies  he  met  or  saw  in 
making  his  escape,  the  difficulties,  if  any,  which  existed  to  prevent  the 
remainder  of  the  army  from  following  the  route  taken  b}'  himself  in  his 
escape  with  his  command. 

You  are  further  recpiested  to  make  up  a report  from  all  the  sources  of 
information  accessible  to  you  of  all  the  particulars  connected  with  the 
unfortunate  affair  which  can  contribute  to  enlighten  the  judgment  of  the 
Executive  and  of  Congress,  and  to  hx  the  blame,  if  blame  there  be,  on 
those  who  were  delinquent  in  duty. 

I am,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Eichmond,  Ya.,  March  12,  1862. 
[To  General  A.  Sidney  Johnston?] 

i\lY  Dear  General  : The  departure  of  Captain  Wickliffe  offers  an 
opportunity  of  which  I avail  myself  to  write  you  an  unofficial  letter. 
We  have  suffered  great  anxiety  because  of  recent  events  in  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee,  and  I have  been  not  a little  disturbed  by  the  repetition 
of  reflections  upon  yourself.  I expected  you  to  have  made  a full  report 
of  events  precedent  and  consequent  to  the  fall  of  Fort  Donelson.  In  the 
meantime  I made  for  you  such  defense  as  friendship  prompted  and  many 
years’  acquaintance  justiffed,  but  I needed  facts  to  rebut  the  wholesale 
assertions  made  against  you  to  cover  others  and  to  condemn  my  admin- 
istration. The  public,  as  you  are  aware,  have  no  correct  measure  for 
military  operatious,  and  journals  are  very  reckless  in  their  statements. 
Your  force  has  been  magnitied  and  the  movements  of  an  army  [meas- 
ured ?]  by  the  capacity  for  locomotion  of  an  individual.  The  readiness 
of  the  i)eople  among  whom  you  are  operating  to  aid  you  in  every  method 
has  been  constantly  asserted,  the  purpose  of  your  army  at  Bowling- 
Green  wholly  misunderstood,  and  the  absence  of  an  effective  force  at 
Nashville  ignored.  You  have  been  held  responsible  for  the  fall  of  Don- 
elson and  the  capture  of  Nashville.  ’Tis  charged  that  no  effort  was 
made  to  save  the  stores  at  Nashville  and  that  the  panic  of  the  people 
was  caused  by  the  army.  Such  representations,  with  the  sad  forebod- 
ings naturally  belonging  to  them,  have  been  painful  to  me  and  injurious 
to  us  both;  but,  worse  than  this,  they  have  undermined  public  conff- 
dence  and  damaged  our  cause. 

A full  development  of  the  truth  is  necessary  for  future  success.  I 
respect  the  generosity  which  has  kept  you  silent,  but  would  impress 
upon  you  that  the  subject  is  not  i>ersonal  but  public  in  its  nature ; that 
you  and  I might  be  content  to  suffer,  but  neither  of  us  can  willingly  per- 
mit detriment  to  the  country. 

As  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit  it  is  my  puipose  to  visit  the 
field  of  your  present  operatious  ; not  that  I should  expect  to  give  you 
any  aid  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties  as  a commander,  but  with  the 
hope  that  my  position  would  enable  me  to  effect  something  in  bringing 
men  to  j our  standard. 

With  a sufficient  force,  the  audacity  which  the  enemy  exhibits  would 
no  doubt  give  you  the  opportunity  to  cut  some  of  his  lines  of  contmuni* 
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catiou,  to  break  up  liis  plan  of  campaigu,  aucl,  (lefeatiiig  some  of  bis  col- 
umns, to  drive  him  from  the  soil  as  well  of  Teimessee  as  of  Kentucky. 
We  are  deticieiit  in  arms,  wanting  in  discipline,  and  inferior  in  numbers. 
Private  arms  must  supply  the  first  want ; time  and  the  presence  of  an 
enemy,  with  diligence  on  the  part  of  commanders,  will  remove  the  sec- 
ond, and  public  confidence  will  overcome  the  third. 

General  Bragg  brings  you  disciplined  troops,  and  you  will  find  in  him 
the  highest  administrative  capacity.  General  E.  K.  Smith  will  soon 
have  in  East  Tennessee  a sufficient  force  to  create  a strong  diversion  in 
your  favor ; or,  if  his  strength  cannot  be  made  available  in  that  way, 
you  will  best  know  how^  to  employ  it  otherwise.  I suppose  the  Ten- 
nessee or  Mississippi  Elver  will  be  the  object  of  the  enemy’s  next  cam- 
paign, and  I trust  you  will  be  able  to  concentrate  a force  which  will  de- 
feat either  attempt. 

The  fleet  which  you  will  soon  have  on  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  if  the 
enemy’s  guuboats  ascend  the  Tennessee,  may  enable  you  to  strike  an 
effective  blow  at  Cairo ; but  to  oiie  so  w^ell  informed  and  vigilant  I will 
not  assume  to  offer  suggestions  as  to  when  and  how  the  ends  you  seek 
may  be  obtained. 

AVith  the  confidence  and  regard  of  many  years,  1 am,  very  truly,  your 
friend, 

.lEEEEESON  DAVIS. 


Decatur,  Ala.,  March  18,  1862. 

[To  President  Davis  :| 

My'  Dear  General  : 1 received  the  dispatches  from  Eichmond,  w ith 
your  jirivate  letter,  by  Captain  Wickliffe,*  three  days  since,  but  the 
pressure  of  affairs  and  the  necessity  of  getting  my  command  across  the 
Tennessee  prevented  me  from  sendiug  you  an  earlier  reply. 

I antici])ated  all  that  you  tell  as  to  the  censures  wdiich  the  fall  of  Fort 
Donelson  drew  upon  me  and  the  attacks  to  which  you  might  be  subjected, 
but  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  gather  the  facts  for  a detailed  report  or 
spare  the  time  required  to  extricate  the  remainder  of  my  troops  and 
save  the  large  accumulation  of  stores  and  provisions  after  the  disheart- 
ening disaster. 

I transmitted  the  reports  of  Generals  Floyd  and  Pillow  without  ex- 
amining or  analyzing  the  facts,  and  scarcely  with  time  to  read  them. 

AVhen  about  to  assume  command  of  the  department  the  Government 
charged  me  with  the  duty  of  deciding  the  question  of  occiqiying  Bowling 
Green,  Avhich  involved  not  only  military  but  political  considerations. 
At  the  time  of  my  arrival  at  Nashville  the  action  of  the  Legislature  of 
Kentucky  had  put  an  end  to  the  latter,  by  sanctioning  the  formation  of 
camps  menacing  Tennessee,  by  assuming  the  cause  of  the  Government 
at  AA’ashington,  and  by  abandoning  the  neutrality  it  professed,  and,  in 
consequence  of  their  action,  the  occupation  of  Bowling  Green  became 
necessary  as  an  act  of  self-defense,  at  least  in  the  first  step. 

About  the  middle  of  September  General  Buckner  advanced  with  a 
small  force  of  about  4,000  men,  which  was  increased  by  the  15th  of 
October  to  12,000,  and,  though  accessions  of  force  were  received,  con- 
tinued at  about  the  same  strength  till  the  end  of  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber (measles,  &c.,  keeping  down  the  effective  force).  The  enemy’s  force 
then  was,  as  reported  to  the  AVar  Department,  50,000,  and  an  advance 
impossible.  No  entliusiasm,  as  we  imagined  and  hoped,  but  hostility, 

* See  Deviy  to  Joliustou^  March  12,  p.  257. 
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was  manifested  in  Kentucky.  Believing-  it  to  be  of  the  greatest  moment 
to  protract  the  campaign,  as  the  deartli  of  cotton  might  bring  strengtli 
from  abroad  and  discourage  the  Korth  and  to  gain  time  to  strengthen 
myself  by  new  trooi)s  from  Tennessee  and  other  States,  I magnified  my 
forces  to  the  enemy,  but  made  known  my  true  strength  to  the  Depart- 
ment and  the  Governors  of  the  States.  The  aid  given  was  small.  At 
length,  when  General  Beauregard  came  out,  in  February,  he  expressed 
his  surprise  at  the  smallness  of  my  force  and  was  impressed  with  the 
danger.  I admitted  what  was  so  manifest,  and  laid  before  him  my  views 
for  the  future,  in  which  he  entirelj^  concurred,  and  sent  me  a memoran- 
dum of  our  conference,  a copy  of  whicli  I send  to  you.  I determined  to 
tight  for  iSashville  at  Donelson,  and  gave  the  best  part  of  my  army  to 
do  it,  retaining  only  14,000  men  to  cover  my  front,  and  giving  10,000  to 
defend  Donelson.  The  force  at  Donelson  is  stated  in  General  Pillow^s 
re])ort  at  much  less,  and  I do  not  doubt  the  correctness  of  his  statement, 
for  the  force  at  Bowling  Green,  which  I supposed  14,000  men  (the  med- 
ical report  showing  only  a little  over  500  sick  in  hospitals),  was  dimin- 
ished more  than  5,000  by  those  who  were  unable  to  stand  the  fatigue  of 
a march,  and  made  my  effective  force  on  reaching  Nashville  less  than 
10,000  men.  I inclose  medical  director’s  report.*  Had  I wholly  uncov- 
ered my  front  to  defend  Donelson,  Buell  would  have  known  it  and 
marched  directly  on  Nashville.  There  were  only  ten  small  steaujers, 
only  three  of  which  were  available  at  Nashville,  in  the  Cumberland,  in 
ijuperfect  condition,  while  the  transportation  of  tbe  enemy  Avas  great. 

The  evacuation  of  Bowling  Green  Avas  imperatively  necessary,  and 
Avas  ordered  before  and  executed  Avhile  the  battle  Avas  being  fought  at 
Donelson.  1 had  made  every  disposition  for  the  defense  of  the  fort  my 
means  alloAved,  and  the  troops  were  among  the  best  of  my  for<‘es,  and 
the  generals — Floyd,  Billow,  and  Buckner — were  high  in  the  opinion  of 
officers  and  men  for  skill  and  courage,  and  among  the  best  officers  of 
]ny  command.  They  were  popular  with  the  volunteers,  and  all  had  seen 
Jinich  service.  No  re-enforcements  were  asked.  I waited  the  event 
opposite  NasliAdlle.  The  result  of  the  conflict  each  day  was  favorable. 
At  midnight  on  the  15th  I receiA^ed  the  news  of  a glorious  victory  j at 
dawn,  of  a defeat.  My  column  was  during  the  day  and  night  (of  the 
Iflth)  thrown  ov^er  the  river.  A battery  had  been  established  below  the 
city  to  secure  the  passage.  Nashville  Avas  incapable  of  defense  from  its 
position  and  from  the  forces  advancing  from  Bowling  Green  and  up  the 
Cumberland.  A rear  guard  was  left,  under  General  Floyd,  to  secure 
the  stores  and  inovisions,  but  did  not  completely  eflect  the  object.  Tlu‘. 
people  were  terrified  and  some  of  the  troops  Avere  disheartened.  The 
<liscouragement  Avas  spreading,  and  I ordered  the  command  to  Murfrees- 
borough,  Avherel  managed,  by  assembling  Crittenden’s  diAusion  aud  the 
fugitives  from  Donelson,  to  collect  an  army  able  to  oiler  battle.  Tin*, 
weather  was  inclement,  the  floods  excessive,  and  the  bridges  Avere  Avaslual 
aAvay,  but  most  of  the  stores  aud  provisions  were  saA^ed  and  convey (m1 
to  new  depots.  This  liaAdng  been  accomplished,  though  with  serious 
loss,  in  conformity  with  my  original  design  I marched  southward  and 
crossed  the  Tennessee  at  this  point,  so  as  to  co-operate  or  unite  with 
General  Beauregard  for  the  defense  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 
The  iiassage  is  almost  completed,  and  the  head  of  my  column  is  already 
Avith  General  Bragg,  at  Corinth. 

The  movement  was  deemed  too  hazardous  by  the  most  exiierienced 
members  of  my  staff*,  but  the  object  Avarranted  the  risk.  The  difficulty 


Not  found. 


260  OPERATIONS  JN  KY.,  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  S.  W.  VA.  [CiiAr.  xvn. 

of  eftectiiig  a junctiou  is  uot  wholly  overcome,  but  it  approaches  com- 
pletiou.  Day  after  to-morrow,  unless  the  enemy  interrui)ts  me,  my  force 
will  be  with  J^ragg,  and  my  army  nearly  50,000  strong.  This  must  be 
destroyed  before  the  enemy  can  attain  his  object. 

[ have  given  this  sketch  so  that  you  may  appreciate  the  embarrass- 
ments which  surrounded  me  in  my  attemi)ts  to  avert  or  remedy  the  dis- 
aster of  Donelson  before  alluding  to  the  conduct  of  the  generals. 

When  the  force  was  detached,  I was  in  hopes  that  such  disj)ositions 
would  have  been  made  as  would  have  enabled  the  forces  to  defend  tlie 
fort  or  withdraw  without  sacrificing  the  army. 

On  the  14th  I ordered  General  Floyd,  by  teiegram,  if  he  lost  the  fort, 
to  get  his  troops  back  to  htashville.”  It  is  possible  this  might  have  been 
done,  but  justice  requires  to  look  at  events  as  they  appeared  at  the  time, 
and  not  alone  by  the  light  of  subsequent  information. 

All  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  surrender  will  be  transmitted  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  as  soon  as  they  can  be  collected,  in  obedience  to  his 
order.  It  appears  from  the  information  received  that  General  Buckner 
(beiug  the  junior  ofiicer)  took  the  lead  in  advising  the  surrender  and 
General  Floyd  acquiesced,  and  they  all  concurred  in  the  belief  that  their 
force  could  not  maintain  their  position.  All  coucurred  that  it  would 
involve  a great  sacrifice  of  life  to  extricate  the  command.  Subsequent 
events  show  that  the  investment  was  not  so  complete  as  their  informa- 
tion from  their  scouts  led  them  to  believe.  The  conference  resulted  in 
the  surrender.  The  command  was  irregularly  transferred,  and  devolved 
on  the  junior  general,  but  not  apparently  to  avoid  any  just  responsibility 
or  from  auy  want  of  personal  or  moral  intrepidity. 

The  blow  was  most  disastrous  and  almost  without  remedy.  I there- 
fore in  my  first  report  remained  silent.  This  silence  you  were  kind 
enough  to  attribute  to  my  generosity.  I will  not  lay  claim  to  the  motive 
to  excuse  my  course.  I observed  silence,  as  it  seemed  to  me  the  best 
way  to  serve  the  cause  and  the  country.  The  facts  were  not  fully  known, 
discontent  prevailed,  and  criticism  or  condemnation  were  more  likely  to 
augment  than  to  cure  the  evil.  I refrained,  well  knowing  that  heavy 
censures  would  fall  upon  me,  but  convinced  that  it  was  better  to  endure 
them  for  the  present,  and  defer  to  a more  propitious  time  an  investiga- 
tion of  the  conduct  of  the  generals;  for  in  the  mean  time  their  services 
were  required  and  their  influence  useful.  For  these  reasons  Generals 
Floyd  and  Pillow  were  assigned  to  duty,  for  1 still  felt  coufidence  in 
their  gallantry,  their  energy,  and  their  devotion  to  the  Confederacy. 

I have  thus  recurred  to  the  motives  by  which  I have  been  governed 
from  a deep  personal  sense  of  the  friendship  and  confidence  you  have 
always  shown  me  and  from  the  conviction  that  they  have  not  been  with- 
drawn from  me  in  adversity. 

All  the  reports  requisite  for  a full  official  investigation  have  been 
ordered. 

You  mention  that  you  intend  to  visit  the  field  of  operations  here.  I 
hope  soon  4o  see  you,  for  your  presence  would  encourage  my  troops, 
inspire  the  people,  and  augment  the  army.  To  me  personally  it  would 
give  the  greatest  satisfaction.  Merely  a soldier  myself,  and  having  no 
acquaintance  with  the  statesmen  or  leaders  of  the  South,  I cannot  touch 
springs  familiar  to  you.  Were  you  to  assume  command,  it  would  afford 
me  the  most  unfeigned  pleasure  to  help  you  to  victory  and  the  country 
to  independence.  Were  you  to  decline,  still  your  presence  alone  would 
be  of  inestimable  advantage.  The  enemy  are  now  at  ISTashville,  about 
50,000  strong,  advancing"  in  this  direction  by  Columbia.  He  has  also 
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forces,  accordiug  to  the  report  of  Cfeiieral  Bragg,  landing  at  Pittsburg, 
Irom  25,000  to  50,000,  and  moving  in  the  direction  of  Purdy, 

'this  ariny  corps  moving  to  join  Bragg  is  about  20,000  strong.  Two 
brigades  (llindman’s  and  Wood’s)  are,  I suppose,  at  Corinth;  one  regi- 
ment of  Hardee’s  division  (Lieutenant-Colonel  Patton  commanding)  is 
moving  by  cars  to-day  (20tli  March),  and  Statham’s  brigade  (Crittenden’s 
division).  The  brigade  will  halt  at  luka;  the  regiment  at  Burnsville. 
( /leburne’s  brigade,  Hardee’s  division,  except  regiment  at  Burnsville,  and 
Carroll’s  brigade,  Crittenden’s  division,  and  Helm’s  cavalry,  at  Tuscura- 
bia;  Bowen’s  brigade  at  Courtland;  Breckinridge’s  brigade  here;  the 
regiments  of  cavaliy  of  Adams  and  Wharton  on  the  opposite  bank  of 
the  river;  Scott’s  Louisiana  cavalry  at  Pulaski,  sending  forward  sup- 
plies; Morgan’s  cavalry  at  Shelbyville  ordered  on. 

To-morrow  Breckinridge’s  brigade  will  go  to  Corinth;  then  Bowen’s. 
When  these  pass  Tuscumbia  and  luka,  transportation  will  be  ready  there 
to  further  other  troops  to  follow  immediately  from  these  points,  and,  if 
necessary,  from  Burnsville.  The  cavalry  will  cross  and  move  forward 
as  soon  as  their  trains  can  be  passed  over  the  railroad  bridge. 

I have  troubled  you  with  these  details,  hs  I cannot  iiossibly  communi- 
cate them  by  telegram.  The  test  of  merit  in  my  profession  with  the 
peo])le  is  success.  It  is  a hard  rule,  but  I think  it  right.  If  I join  this 
corjis  to  the  forces  of  Beauregard  (I  confess  a hazardous  experiment), 
those  who  are  now  declaiming  against  me  will  be  without  an  argument. 
Your  friend, 


A.  S.  JOHNSTON. 


I will  prepare  answers  to  the  questions  propounded  by  General  Foote, 
chairmiin  of  the  committee  to  investigate  the  causes,  &c.,  of  the  loss  of 
the  forts,  as  soon  as  practicable;  but,  engaged  as  I am  in  a most  hazard- 
ous movement  of  a large  force,  even  the  most  minute  detail  requiring  my 
attention  for  its  accomplishment,  I cannot  say  when  it  will  be  forwarded 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  be  handed  to  him  if  he  thinks  proper  to  do  so. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 
General^  G.  S.  Anny. 


No.  47. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  Jeremy  F.  Gilmer^  C.  8.  Army^  Chief  Engineer 

Western  Bepartment* 

Engineer’s  Office, 
Decatur.,  Ala.^  Alarch  17,  1802. 

(JOLONEL : The  capture  of  Fort  Henry  was  for  the  enemy  a great  suc- 
cess, which  it  was  felt  would  embolden  him  to  make  an  early  attack  upon 
Fort  Donelson. 

To  meet  this  every  effort  was  made  to  strengthen  the  defenses.  Lines 
of  infantry  cover  were  laid  out  on  commanding  grounds  around  the  plac(‘. 
and  fatigue  parties  were  daily  employed  in  their  construction.  To  aiii 
the  local  engineer  in  the  work  of  (l,efense  I remained  at  the  fort  Febru- 
ary 7,  8,  and  9,  when  General  Pillow  took  command  of  the  whole.  At 
his  request  1 asked  and  received  authority,  to  remain  and  aid  in  the 
defense. 

* See  pp.  131-135  for  so  luucli  of  this  report  as  relates  to  capture  of  Fort  Ileury. 
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Immediately  on  liis  arrival  the  general  took  active  measures  to  inform 
himself  as  to  the  character  of  the  defenses  and  had  the  additional  worlds 
])ressed  forward  with  the  greatest  activity.  Having  received  re-enforce- 
ments and  others  being  expected  daily  the  lines  of  infantry  cover  were 
extended  so  as  to  embrace  the  town  of  Dover,  where  many  of  onr  muni- 
tions were  stored.  The  lines  for  these  works  being  decided  upon,  they 
were  at  once  pressed  to  completion  and  the  batteries  for  the  defense  of 
the  river  strengthened. 

By  the  night  of  the  12th  these  were  in  readiness  and  the  heavv  guns 
re(;ently  received  at  the  fort  were  mounted.  To  j)rovide  an  ample  force 
ol*  artillerists  to  work  the  heavy  guns  through  a long-continued  attack 
(teneral  Billow  detailed  Capt.  R.  K.  Ross  and  his  company  of  well-drilled 
men  from  his  battery  to  aid  in  the  river  defense.  The  selection  of  this 
otticer  and  his  command  proved  most  fortunate,  as  in  the  obstinate 
attack  that  was  made  by  the  gunboats  they  performed  noble  and  effect - 
ive  service. 

Bi  igadier-General  Buckner  arrived  at  Fort  Douelson  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  12th. 

In  the  mean  time  the  enemy  had  landed  in  large  force  on  the  bank  of 
the  river  below  and  other  troops  were  brought  over  from  Fort  Ilenry. 
The  smoke  of  his  gunboats  was  seen  in  the  distance,  warning  us  that  a 
combined  attack  was  to  be  ex])ected.  Skirmishes  were  frequent  between 
our  ])ickets  and  the  enemy^s  forces  advancing  to  meet  us. 

On  the  13th  the  besiegers  oi)ened  with  artillery  u])on  our  land  defenses, 
and  their  sharpshooters  annoyed  our  men  (.‘onstantly  whenever  exposed 
above  the  infantry  covers,  as  at  the  held  batteries.  One  of  the  gunboats 
commenced  firing  iqion  the  river  batteries  early  in  the  day,  throwing 
sliot  and  shell  at  long  range.  The  same  morning  General  Floyd  arriv^ed 
with  re-enforcements,  including  three  batteries  of  field  artillery,  which 
were  ])laced  in  position  as  ])romptly  as  jiossible.  The  enemy’s  fire  was 
ke])t  up  throughout  the  day  and  responded  to  with  spirit  by  our  artil- 
lery and  infantry.  In  the  afternoon  an  attempt  was  made  to  storm  the 
intrenchments  on  the  heights  near  our  center  but  failed,  the  assailants 
being  handsomely  repulsed.  One  of  the  guns  in  the  river  batteries  was 
struck  by  a heavy  shot  from  the  gunboat,  disabling  the  carriage  and 
killing  Lieut.  Joseph  Dixon,  the  local  engineer  officer.  Our  total  loss 
iluring  the  day  was  considerable,  but  I am  unable  to  report  numbers. 

Tbe  contest  of  the  day  closed.  The  enemy  had  gained  no  footing  on 
our  works  nor  iiroduced  any  inqiortant  impression  upon  them.  But  our 
forces  were  much  fatigued,  having  been  under  arms  all  day,  and  this 
after  three  or  four  days’  hard  labor  upon  the  intrenchments.  To  add  to 
their  sufferings  it  turned  suddenly  cold  in  the  afternoon  and  at  dark 
(commenced  snowing,  and  so  continued  the  greater  part  of  the  night. 
Inclement  as  was  the  weather,  it  was  necessary  (to  guard  against  sur- 
])rise)  that  the  troops  should  be  all  night  in  position  along  the  lines  of 
infantry  cover.  The  next  day,  the  14th,  the  besiegers  brought  up  large 
re-enforcements,  just  landed  from  numerous  transports,  and  extended 
their  lines  in  great  strength  towards  their  right,  enveloping  our  extreme 
left.  They  took  positions  that  placed  it  in  their  power  to  plant  batter- 
ies on  the  river  bank  above  and  cut  oft*  our  communications.  Such 
appeared  to  be  their  design.  In  consequence  of  these  movements  the 
firing  of  the  enemy  was  less  frequent  than  on  the  previous  day. 

Early  on  this  afternoon  the  gunboats  were  observed  to  be  advancing 
1o  attack  the  river  batteries,  and  at  3 o’clock  a vigorous  fire  was  opened 
from  five  boats  approaching  en  echelon.  Our  gunners  reserved  their  fire 
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until  the  gunboats  liad  come  witliin  eftectiv^c  range,  and  then  at  a signal 
every  gun  was  tired — twelve  in  number.  This  fire  told  with  great  effect, 
l)enetrating  the  iron  sides  of  the  boats.  The  firing  now  became  terrific, 
the  enemy  still  advancing.  In  rear  of  the  five  boats  tirst  engaged  a 
sixth  was  reported  throwing  curvatedshot,  which  passed  over  our  works, 
exploding  in  the  air  just  above.  After  some  time  one  of  the  boats  was 
seen  to  inill  back,  probably  disabled  by  our  shot.  The  others  continued 
to  advance,  keeping  up  a rapid  fire. 

• Our  batteries  were  well  served  and  resi)onded  with  great  effect,  dis- 
abling, as  it  was  believed,  two  more  of  the  gunboats.  The  engagement 
lasted  until  4.10,  the  gunboats  having  approached  to  within  800  or  400 
yards  of  our  guns,  when  they  withdrew  from  the  contest.  Our  batteries 
were  uninjured  and  not  a man  in  them  killed. 

The  repulse  of  the  gunboats  closed  the  operations  of  the  day,  except 
a few  scattering  shot  along  the  land  defenses.  It  was  evident,  how- 
ever, from  the  movements  of  numerous  bodies  of  troops  around  our 
lines,  that  the  enemy  had  resolved  to  invest  us,  and,  when  prepared,  to 
attack  us  in  overwhelming  numbers  or  press  us  to  a capitulation  by 
cutting  off'  supplies  and  re-enforcements. 

Generals  Floyd,  Pillow,  and  Buckner  met  in  council  soon  after  dark-; 
I was  ])resent.  After  an  interchange  of  views  it  was  decided  to  attack 
the  enemy  on  his  extreme  right  and  right  center  at  5 o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing. It  was  believed  that  the  enemy  might  be  thrown  back  and  an  op- 
portunity secured  to  withdraw  in  safety  our  forces  ; that  possibly  greater 
advantages  might  be  gained  by  the  attack,  which,  if  well  followed  upon 
our  part,  Avould  result  in  disaster  to  the  invaders. 

This  being  decided  upon,  the  brigade  commanders  were  at  once  sent 
for,  and  thepositions  for  their  respective  com  mauds  in  the  order  of  attack 
assigned.  Brigadier-General  Pillow  was  todirect  themovement  against 
the  right  of  the  enemy;  Brigadier-General  Buckner  that  against  his 
right  center,  advancing  along  the  Wynn’s  Ferry  road.  A few  regiments 
were  to  remain  to  guard  the  lines. 

About  5 o’clock  next  morning  (the  15th)  the  left  wing,  under  General 
Pillow,  moved  to  the  attack.  Brisk  fires  were  opened  and  kept  up  by 
(he  enemy  and  responded  to  with  spirit  from  our  lines,  his  men  gener- 
erally  overshooting,  while  ours  were  constantly  warned  to  aim  low. 

The  enemy’s  fire  after  some  time  extended  towards  their  extreme 
right,  indicating  a design  to  turn  our  left.  To  meet  this,  a body  of  troops 
under  Brig.  Gen.  B.  E.  Johnson  made  a flank  mov^ement  and  met  the 
foe.  After  a long  struggle  the  enemy  finally  gave  way,  at  first  falling 
back  slowly.  Our  troojis  pressed  forward,  and  about  9.80  o’clock  his 
right  wing  was  in  full  retreat.  Now  the  cavalry  on  our  extreme  left 
was  brougiit  up  and  charged  with  effect  on  the  retreating  enemy.  Six 
field  pieces  were  captured  at  different  points,  and  at  a later  hour  of  the 
day  brought  within  the  line  of  intrenchments.  Our  success  against  the 
right  wing  was  complete. 

I now  accompanied  General  Pillow  aeross  the  field  to  the  point  of 
attack  assigned  to  General  Buckner’s  division.  On  our  arrival  there  his 
division  was  in  rear  of  the  lines  of  infantry  covers,  the  general  and  his 
officers  encouraging  the  troops  to  renew  the  attack  on  the  enemy,  Avho 
still  held  position  in  their  front.  General  Buckner  stated  that  he  had,- 
soon  after  the  firing  of  General  Pillow’s  forces  was  heard,  opened  on  the 
enemy  with  artillery,  and  followed  it  up  by  sending  forward  two  of  his 
best  regiments  to  the  assault;  that  they  moved  from  the  infantry  covers 
with  spirit  and  advanced  steadily  and  in  order  against  the  enemy. 
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They  were  soon  exposed  to  heavy  fires  of  small-arins  and  of  a field  bat 
tery  planted  in  their  front,  and  theyresponded  well  for  some  time  to  the 
volleys  of  the  besiegers;  but  finally  tbeir  ranks  were  thrown  into  con- 
fusion, and  they  fell  back  rapidly  in  rear  of  onr  intrenchments.  Gen- 
eral Buckner  eontinned  to  encourage  his  men,  feeling  that  a little  time 
was  necessary  to  overcome  the  dispiriting  effi'cts  of  the  repulse  earlier 
in  the  day. 

In  the  mean  time  the  fires  of^our  left  wing  were  heard  steadily  advanc- 
ing, driving  the  enemy  back  upon  his  right  center.  This  was  referredp 
to  with  encouraging  effect  upon  General  Buckner’s  division.  Artillery 
fires  were  kept  up  against  the  enemy  in  his  front,  and  soon  afterwards 
he  moved  forward  Avith  his  division  to  renew  the  attack.  The  enemy, 
being  now  pressed  in  front  of  his  center  by  this  advance  and  on  his 
right  Hank  by  the  pursuing  forces  of  General  Pillow’s  division,  retreated 
rai)idly  for  some  distance  towards  his  left  wing  ; but,  receiving  heavy  re- 
enforcements, the  pursuit  was  checked,  and  finally  the  retreating  foe 
made  a firm  stand,  opening  from  a field  bafterj'  strongly  supported  by 
masses  of  infantry. 

About  1 o’clock  an  order  was  given  by  General  Pillow  recalling  our 
forces  to  the  defensive  lines.  Our  forces  having  returned,  they  were 
ordered  to  the  positions  they  occupied  the  day  previous,  involving  a 
march  of  over  a mile  for  the  troops  on  the  extreme  right.  The  enemy 
at  the  same  time  advanced  with  his  re-enforcements  to  attack  that  flank, 
and  by  a ])rompt  movement  succeeded  in  effecting  a lodgment  within 
the  lines  just  as  onr  exhausted  forces  arrived. 

A vigorous  attemiit  to  dislodge  him  failed,  and  at  length  our  men, 
having  suffered  much,  fell  back,  leaving  him  in  possession  of  that  por- 
tion of  our  defenses.  The  advantage  gaiiied  by  the  enemy  placed  him 
in  ])osition  to  assault  our  right  in  full  force  with  his  fresh  troops  next 
morning.  Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  the  darkness  of  night 
closed  the  bloody  struggle  of  the  day.  In  the  course  of  the  night  Gen- 
erals Floyd,  Pillow,  and  Buckner  met  in  council.  I Avas  not  i)resent. 

The  following  morning,  about  3 o’clock,  I Avas  told  by  General  Pillow 
that  a surrender  had  been  decided  on.  He  invited  me  to  join  himself 
and  staff,  as  they  AA^ere  not  included  in  the  ])roposed  surrender.  This-I 
accepted,  and  accompanied  him  to  Clarksville  and  XTashAulle,  AAdiere  I 
had  the  honor  to  report  to  you  in  person. 

From  information  received  the  strength  of  the  enemy  at  Donelson 
Avas  estiinated  to  be  about  50,000.  Our  effectiAm  force  Avas  about  15,000. 

The  surrender  at  Fort  Donelson  made  Kashville  untenable  by  the 
forces  under  your  command.  Situated  in  a wide  basin,  intersected  by 
a navigable  river  in  possession  of  the  invader;  approached  from  all 
directions  by  good  turnpike  roads  and  surrounded  by  commanding  hills, 
invohing  works  of  not  less  than  20  miles  in  extent,  the  city  could  not 
be  held  by  a force  less  than  50,000.  With  all  the  re-enforcements  to  be 
hoped  for  your  army  could  not  be  raised  to  that  number  before  the 
])lace  would  ha  ax  been  attacked  by  heavy  forces  of  the  enemy  both  by 
land  and  water.  The  alternatiAX  Avas  to  AvithdraAv  to  the  interior  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee. 

J.  F.  GILMER, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  and  Chief  Engineer  ^¥estern  Department. 

Col.  AV.  W.  Mackall, 

As6*t.  Adjt.  Gen.  Western  Department,  Decatur,  Ala. 
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r^NGTNEER  BUREAU, 
Jilchmoncl,  Va.,  December  2,  18G2. 

Sir;  Indorsed  on  a letter  of  tbe  1st  instant,  from  Brigadier-General 
Pillow  to  you,  1 have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  instinetions,  as  fol- 
lows ; 

On  Ihc  nllogations  of  General  PilloAv,  as  witLiii,  justice  requin's  a Hn])plemental 
i-eport  from  Colonel  Gilmer,  and  lie  will  accordingly  make  it. 

In  the  letter  on  which  yonr  instructions  are  indorsed  General  Pillow 
complains  that  in  an  order  of  your  predecessor,  reflecting  on  his  conduct 
ill  the  operations  of  the  arm 3-  at  Port  ])onelson,  injustice  was  done  him, 
and  then  states : 

The  knowledge  of  Colonel  Gilmer,  cliief  of  engineers,  is  imporlant  for  Ihe  infor- 
mal ion  of  Ihe  Government.  His  original  report  in  regard  to  the  result  of  the  con- 
ference of  general  officers,  on  the  night  of  February  14,  at  Dover,  and  his  knowledge 
of  the  condition  of  the  army  when  the  field  was  vron  on  the  15th,  and  his  opinion  of 
the  practicability  of  a successful  retreat  from  the  battle-tield  on  that  day,  is.  not  as  full 
as  his  knowledge  of  the  facts  will  enahle  him  to  make. 

As  a preliminary  to  the  suiiplemeutal  report  which  I am  directed  to 
make,  I have  respectfully  to  state  that  my  original  rejiort  upon  the 
defense  of  Port  Donelson  was  made  the  ITtli  of  March  last,  to  General 
Albert  Sidney"  Johnston,  then  cqmmanding  the  Western  Department. 
That  distinguished  officer  paid  me  the  flattering  comjfliment  to  say  it 
gave  him  a clearer  knowledge  of  the  operations  than  he  had  received 
I'rom  other  sources,  which  led  me  to  sujipose  that  m,y  effort  to  report  all 
that  was  ‘‘important  for  the  information  of  the  Government’’  had  been 
successful.  With  this  remark  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
supplemental  report : 

On  the  evening  of  Pebruary  14,  18GI,  Generals  Ployd,  Pillow,  and 
Buckner  met  in  council  at  Dover,  to  decide  upon  a plan  of  action  under 
the  threatening  state  of  affairs  then  existing.  I was  present  by  invita- 
tion. Althougli  the  gunboats  had  been  repulsed  that  afternoon  b.y  the 
water  batteries,  it  was  evident  from  the  movement  of  large  bodies  of 
troops  towards  the  left  of  our  lines  that  the  enemy  had  resolved  to  coin- 
plete  the  investment  of  the  place  by  gaining  the  bank  of  the  Cumber- 
land Biver  abov^e,  and  then  attack  in  overwhelming  numbers,  or  force 
a capitulation  by  cutting  off  all  supplies  and  re-enforcements.  The  ne- 
cessity for  prompt  action  Avas  apparent,  and,  after  mature  deliberation 
and  interchange  of  views,  it  was  decided  to  attack  the  enem.y  at  5 o’clock 
next  morning,  on  his  extreme  right  and  right  center,  with  a Aiew  to 
drive  him  back  and  secure  an  opportunity  to  withdraAv  in  safet^^  our 
forces  towards  Charlotte  and  NasliAille,  Tenn.  It  was  hoped  CA^en 
greater  adAmntages  might  be  gained  by  the  attack,  which,  if  well  fol- 
lowed up  on  our  part,  might  result  in  disaster  to  the  besiegers.  The 
brigade  commanders  were  tlien  sent  for,  the  jilan  of  operations  explained, 
and  the  positions  for  their  respectiAm  commands  in  the  order  of  attack 
assigned. 

Brigadier-General  Pillow  was  to  direct  the  movement  against  the 
right  of  theenem}^;  Brigadier-General  Buckner  that  against  his  right 
center,  adAxincing  along  the  W^mn’s  Perry  road.  A feAV  regiments  AA^ere 
to  remain  to  guard  the  lines.  The  details  of  preparation  for  carrying 
out  the  plan  decided  upon,  such  as  the  number  of  rations  that  shouhl 
be  prepared ; Avhether  blankets  and  knapsacks  should  be  taken  or  not; 
Avhat  should  be  the  order  of  march  on  retreat  for  the  different  com- 
mands; Avho  should  take  the  advance,  and  Avho  should  iirotect  the  rear. 


26(3 


OPERATIONS  IN  KY.,  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  S.  W.  VA.  [Chap.  XVIL 

were  not  arranged,  to  tLe  best  of  my  recollection,  in  the  council  of  Feb- 
ruary 14.  The  decision  of  llie  council  was  in  general  terms,  and,  as  I 
have  already  stated,  to  attack  the  enemy,  secure  a retreat  towards  Char- 
lotte, and,  if  circumstances  justified  it,  to  follow  up  all  advantages,  and 
hurl  the  invaders  back  to  their  transports. 

As  decided  in  council,  the  attack  on  the  right  of  the  enemy  was  made 
next  morning  by  the  forces  under  General  Pillow,  and,  after  a hot  and 
long-continued  contest,  the  besiegers  fell  back,  disputing  obstinately 
each  foot  of  ground.  General  Buckner’s  division  was  brought  up  in 
front  of  their  right  center,  and  a part  of  his  force,  after  he  had  prepared 
the  way  by  his  artillery,  was  advanced  to  the  attack.  For  some  time 
the  result  of  the  <lay  appeared  doubtful  aiul  but  little  advantage  was 
gained  in  the  center.  The  enemy  was  hotly  engaged  for  hours  on  his 
right  by  Pillow’s  division,  and  forced  to  yield  point  after  point  until 
he  was  thrown  back  on  his  right  center,  when  the  advance  of  Buckner’s 
forces  united  our  strength,  and  for  the  moment  gave  promise  of  a brill- 
iant victory.  The  forces  by  which  we  were  first  opposed  were  in  lull 
retreat  and  our  men  were  eager  in  the  juirsuit,  fatigued  as  they  were 
by  the  long  continued  struggle  of  the  day  ; but  this  bright  picture  was 
suddenly  changed.  Large  masses  of  fresh  troops  were  brought  up  by 
the  besiegers,  the  contest  was  fast  becoming  une(]ual,  and  our  men  were 
well-nigh  exhausted,  having  been  under  arms  or  on  fatigue  duty  almost 
constantly  for  the  four  iireceding  days  and  nights,  some  of  them  for 
even  a longer  time.  AVliat  was  the  strength  of  the  re-enforcements 
brought  forward  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  and  check  our  advance 
1 am  unable  to  state  with  any  accuracy.  It  was  very  great,  however, 
as  was  evident  by  the  heavy  masses  that  were  seen  to  approach  along 
the  roads  from  the  landing  below  (distant  about  3 miles),  and  by  the 
extent  of  the  fire  as  they  advanced  to  the  contest. 

It  was  now  about  1 o’eiock;  the  battle  had  been  waged  for  about  seven 
hours;  the  ground  was  (tovered  with  snow;  the  troops  were  hungry 
and  fatigued,  their  ammunition  falling  short,  and  the  besiegers  largely 
le-enforced. 

To  commence  a retreat  at  this  time  would  have  been  hazardous,  and 
must 'have  resulted  in  great  suffering,  as  a large  part  of  the  men  were 
without  their  blankets,  rations,  or  other  preparations  for  a march.  It 
was  a choice  of  evils.  Prompt  decision  and  action  were  imperative. 
The  commanding  general  must  at  once  decide  as  to  the  practicability  of 
making  the  contemplated  retreat  or  Avait  the  turn  of  events.  A retreat 
enminenced  from  the  battle  tield  would  have,  in  my  opinion,  resulted 
in  the  deliverance  of  a large  part  of  the  army,  but  much  broken  and 
demoralized. 

Under  these  circumstances  an  order  was  given  by  General  Pillow,  and 
approved  afterwards,  as  I understood,  by  General  Floyd,  to  withdraw^ 
our  forces  and  place  them  back  to  former  positions  within  the  lines. 
This  was  done  as  promptly  as  tiossihle,  but  the  enemy,  by  a quick 
advance  of  fresh  troops  against  the  extreme  right  of  our  lines,  effected 
a lodgment  within  them  before  the  returning  troops  could  arrive  for 
their  defense.  He  afterwards  reoccupied  the  ground  from  which  he  had 
been  driven  in  the  morning,  and  the  sad  sequel  has  been  long  since 
reported  to  the  Government  by  the  commanding  generals. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 

Colonel  of  Engineers  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 

UOU.  JAIVIES  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  ^yar. 
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No.  48. 

Reports  of  Briff.  Gen.  Jolm  B.  Floyd.,  G.  8.  Army. 

Camp  near  ATurfreesborougii,  Tenn., 

February  27,  18G2. 

Sir:  Your  Older  of  the  12t]i  of  tliis  mouth,  transmitted  to  me  from 
Bowling  Green  by  telgraph  to  Cumberland  City,  readied  me  the  same 
evening.  It  directed  me  to  repair  at  once,  with  what  force  I could  com- 
mand, to  the  sujiport  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Donelson.  I immediately 
})repared  for  my  departure,  and  effected  it  in  time  to  reach  Fort  Donel- 
son the  next  morning  (13th)  before  daylight.  Measures  had  been  already 
taken  by  Brigadier-General  Pillow,  then  in  command,  to  render  our  re- 
sistance to  the  attack  of  the  enemy  as  effectual  as  possible,  lie  had, 
with  activity  and  industry,  pushed  forward  the  defensive  works  towards 
completion. 

These  defenses  consisted  in  an  earthwork  in  Fort  Donelson,  in  which 
were  mounted  guns  of  different  calibers  to  the  number  of  thirteen.  A 
held  work,  intended  for  the  iufantrj^  suiiport,  was  constructed  immedi- 
ately behind  the  battery  and  upon  the  summit  of  the  hill  in  rear.  Sweep- 
ing away  from  this  field  work  eastward,  to  the  extent  of  nearly  2 miles 
in  its  windings,  Avas  a line  of  intrenchments,  defended  on  the  outside  at 
some  points  with  abatis.  These  intrenchments  were  occupied  by  the 
troops  already  there  and  by  the  addition  of  those  which  came  upon  the 
field  Avith  me.  The  position  of  the  fort,  Avhich  was  established  by  the  Ten- 
nessee authorities,  Avas  by  no  means  commanding,  nor  was  the  least  mili- 
taiy  significance  attached  to  the  position.  The  intrenchments,  afterwards 
hastily  made,  in  many  places  were  injudicioinsly  constructed,  because  of 
the  distance  they  were  placed  from  the  broAV  of  the  hill,  subjecting  the 
men  to  a heavy  fire  from  the  enemy^s  sharpshooters  opposite  as  they 
advanced  to  or  retired  from  the  intrenchments. 

Soon  after  my  arrival  the  intrenchments  Avere  fully  occupied  from  one 
end  to  the  other,  and  just  as  the  sun  rose  the  cannonade  from  one  of  the 
enemy^s  gunboats  announced  the  opening  of  the  conflict,  wliich  was  des- 
tined to  continue  for  three  days  and  nights.  In  a very  short  time  the 
fire  became  general  along  our  Avhole  lines,  and  the  enemy,  who  had 
already  i)lanted  batteries  at  seA^eral  x^oints  around  the  whole  circuit  of 
our  intrenchments,  as  shown  by  a diagram  herewith  sent,*  o])ened  a gen- 
eral and  active  fire  from  all  arms  upon  our  trenches,  Avhich  continued 
until  darkness  put  an  end  to  the  conflict.  They  charged  Avith  uncom- 
mon spirit  at  several  points  along  on  the  line,  but  most  particularly  at 
a x)oint  undefended  by  intrenchments,  down  a hollow,  which  separated 
the  right  Aving,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Buckner,  from 
the  right  of  the  center,  commanded  by  Colonel  Ileiman.  This  cliarge 
Avas  prosecuted  with  uncommon  vigor,  but  Avas  met  Avith  a determined 
spirit  of  resistance — a cool,  deliberate  courage — both  by  the  trooi)s  of 
Brigadier-General  Buckner  and  Colonel •Heiman,Avhich  droAX  the  enemy, 
discomfited  and  cut  to  pieces,  back  upon  the  position  he  had  assumed  in 
the  morning.  Too  high  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  the  battery  of 
Captain  Porter  for  their  x)articipation  in  the  rout  of  the  enemy  in  this 
assault.  My  position  was  immediately  in  front  of  the  point  of  attack, 
and  lAvas  thus  enabled  to  Avitness  more  distinctly  the  incidents  of  it. 

The  enemy  continued  their  fire  upon  different  i^arts  of  our  intrench- 
ments  throughout  the  night,  whi(*h  depriA’ed  our  men  of  any  oi)portu- 


Not  fouud, 


2(^8  OPERATIONS  IN  KY.,  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  ANO  S.  AY.  VA.  [Chap.  XVlt. 

liity  to  sleep.  AVe  lay  tliat  iiiglit  n])oii  our  arms  in  tlie  tienelitAs. 
We  confidently  expected  at  tlie  dawn  of  day  a more  vigoions  attack 
tlian  CA^er;  but  in  this  we  were  entirely  mistaken.  The  day  advanced 
and  no  preparations  seemed  to  be  making  for  a general  onset;  but  an 
extremely  annoying  fire  was  Icept  up  from  the  enemy’s  sharpshoot(‘rs 
throughout  the  whole  length  of  the  intrenchinents  from  their  long-range 
rifles.  While  this  mode  of  attack  was  not  attended  with  any  consider 
able  loss,  it  nevertheless  confined  the  men  to  tlieir  trenches  and  piwented 
their  taking  their  usual  rest. 

So  stood  the  affairs  of  the  field  until  about  3 j).  m.,  when  the  fleet  of 
guidmats  in  full  force  advanced  upon  tlie  fort  and  opened  fire.  They 
advanced  in  the  shape  of  a crescent,  and  kept  up  a constant  and  inces- 
sant fire  for  one  hour  and  a half,  which  was  replied  to  witli  uncommon 
s])iiit  and  vigor  by  the  fort.  Once  the  boats  reached  a point  within  a 
few  hundred  yards  of  the  fort,  at  Avhich  time  it  was  that  three  of  their 
boats  sustained  serious  injuries  from  our  batteries  and  were  compelled 
to  fall  back.  The  line  was  broken  and  the  enemy  discomfited  on  the 
Avater,  giving  up  the  fight  entirely,  Avhich  he  neAmr  afterwards  renewed. 

I Avas  satisfied  from  the  incidents  of  the  last  two  days  that  the  enemy 
did  not  intend  again  to  give  us  battle  in  our  trenches.  They  had  been 
fairly  repulsed  Avith  very  lieaA-y  slaughter  upon  every  effort  to'  storm 
our  position,  and  it  Avas  but  fair  to  infer  that  they  would  not  again 
lenew  the  uuaAmiling  attempt  at  our  dislodgment  Avhen  certain  means 
to  effect  the  same  end  without  loss  Avere  perfectly  at  their  command. 
We  were  aware  of  the  fact  that  extremely  heavy  re-enforcemeuts  had 
been  continually  arriving  day  and  night  for  three  days  and  nights,  and 
I had  no  doubt  Avhatever  that  their  whole  available  force  on  the  Western 
Avaters  could  and  Avould  be  concentrated  here  if  it  was  deemed  neces- 
sary to  reduce  our  ])osition.  I had  already  seen  the  impossibility  of 
holding  out  for  any  length  of  time  Avith  our  inadequate  numbers  and 
indefensible  ])osition.  Tdiere  was  no  place  Avithiu  our  iutrenchments 
but  could  be  reached  by  the  enemy’s  artillery  from  their  boats  or  their 
batteries. 

It  was  but  fair  to  infer  that  Avhile  they  kept  up  a sufficient  fire  upon 
our  intrenchinents  to  keep  our  men  from  sleep  and  prevent  repose,  their 
object  Avas  merely  to  give  time  to  pass  a column  aboA^e  us  on  the  river, 
both  on  the  right  and  the  left  banks,  and  thus  to  cut  off  all  our  com- 
munication and  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  egress.  1 then  saw  clearly 
that  but  one  course  was  left  by  Avhich  a rational  hope  could  be  enter- 
tained of  saving  the  garrison  or  a part  of  it — that  was  to  dislodge  the 
enemy  from  his  position  on  our  left,  and  thus  to  pass  our  people  into 
the  open  country  lying  southward  towards  Nashville.  I called  for  a 
consultation  of  the  officers  of  diAusious  and  brigades  to  take  place  after 
dark,  when  this  jdan  Avas  laid  before  them,  approA^ed,  and  adopted,  and 
at  Avhich  it  was  determined  to  move  from  the  trenches  at  an  early  hour 
on  the  next  morning  and  attack  the  enemy  in  his  position. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  attack  should  commence  upon  our  extreme  left, 
and  this  duty  Avas  assigned  Brigadier-General  Pillow,  assisted  by  Briga- 
dier-General Johnson,  having  also  under  his  command  commanders 
of  brigades  Colonel  Baldwin,  commanding  Mississippi  and  Tennessee 
troops,  and  Colonel  Wharton  and  Colonel  McCausland,  commanding 
• Virginians.  To  Brigadier-General  Buckner  Avas  assigned  the  duty  of 
making  the  attack  from  near  the  center  of  our  lines  upon  the  enemy’s 
forces  upon  the  Wynn’s  Ferry  road.  The  attack  on  the  left  Avas  delayed 
longer  than  I expected,  and  consequently  the  enemy  Avas  Ibund  in  posi- 
tion Avhen  our  troops  advanced.  The  attack,  however,  on  our  i)art  was 
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extremely  spirited;  Jiiid  iiltlioiigli  the  resistance  of  the  enemy  was  obsti- 
nate, and  their  numbers  far  exceeded  ours,  onr  i)eople  succeeded  in 
driving  them,  discomlited  and  terribly  cut  to  ])ieces,  from  tlie  entii’e  left. 
The  Kentucky  troops,  under  Brigadier-General  Buckner,  advanced  from 
their  position  behind  the  intrenchments  u])on  the  Wynn’s  Ferry  road, 
but  not  until  the  enemy  had  been  driven  in  a great  measure  from  the 
l)osition  he  occupied  in  the  morning. 

I had  ordered  on  the- night  before  that  the  two  regiments  stationed  in 
Fort  Donelsou  shoukToccupy  the  trenches  vacated  by  Brigadier-General 
Buckner’s  forces,  which,  together  vdth  the  men  whom  he  detached  to 
assist  in  this  purpose,  I thought  sufficient  to  hold  them.  IMy  intention 
was  to  hold  with  Brigadier-General  Buckner’s  command  the  Wynn’s 
Ferry  road,  and  thus  to  prevent  the  enemy  during  the  night  from  occu- 
X)ying  the  position  on  our  lelt  which  he  occupied  in  the  morning.  I gave 
him  orders  upon  the  field  to  that  efiecd. 

Leaving  him  in  ijosition,  then,  I started  for  the  right  of  our  command, 
to  see  that  all  was  secure  there,  my  intention  being,  if  things  could  be 
held  in  the  condition  that  they  then  were,  to  move  the  whole  army,  if 
possible,  to  the  open  country  lying  southward  beyond  the  Bandffiph 
Forge.  During  my  absence,  and  from  some  misapprehension,  I ])resnme, 
of  the  previous  order  given,  Brigadier-General  Pillow  ordered  Brigadier- 
General  Buckner  to  leave  his  position  on  the  Wynn’s  Feny  road  and  to 
resume  his  idace  in  his  trenches  on  the  right.  This  movement  Avas  nearly 
executed  before  I was  aware  of  it.  As  the  enemy'  were  pressing  upon 
the  trenches,  I deemed  that  the  execution  of  this  last  order  was  all  that 
Avas  left  to  be  done.  The  enemy,  in  fact,  succeeded  in  occupying  an 
angle  of  the  trenches  on  the  extreme  right  of  Brigadier-General  Buck- 
ner’s command;  and,  as  the  fresh  forces  of  the  enemy  had  begun  already 
to  move  toAvards  our  left  to  occupy  the  position  they  held  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  as  we  had  no  force  adequate  to  opiiose  their  ])rogress,  Ave  had 
to  submit  to  the  mortification  of  seeing  the  ground  wliich  Ave  had  won 
by  such  a severe  conflict  in  the  morning  reoccupied  by  the  enemy  before 
midnight. 

The  enemy  had  been  landing  re-enforcements  throughout  the  day. 
His  numbers  had  been  augmented  to  eighty-three  regiments.  Our  troops 
Avere  completel.y  exhausted  by  four  days  and  nights  of  continued  conflict. 
To  reucAV  it,  Avith  any  hope  of  successful  result  was  obviously  vain, 
and  such  I understand  to  be  the  unanimous  opinion  of  all  the  officers 
present  at  the  council  called  to  consider  AAffiat  was  best  to  be  done.  I 
thought,  and  so  announced,  that  a desperate  onset  upon  the  right  of  the 
enemy’s  forces,  on  the  ground  where  we  had  attacked  them  in  the  morn- 
ing, might  result  in  the  extricating  of  a considerable  i)roportion  of  the 
command  from  the  position  Ave  Avere  in,  and  this  opinion  I understood 
to  be  concurred  in  by  all  Avho  were  present;  but  it  was  likewise  agreed, 
Avith  the  same  unanimity,  that  it  would  residt  in  the  slaughter  of  nearly 
all  who  did  not  succeetl  in  eftecting  their  escape.  The  question  then 
arose  whether,  in  point  of  humanity  and  a sound  military  policy,  a course 
should  be  adopted  from  Avhich  the  probabilities  were  that  the  larger  pro- 
])ortion  of  the  command  Avould  be  cut  to  pieces  in  an  unavailing  fight 
against  OAWAvhelming  numbers.  I understood  the  general  sentiment  to 
be  averse  to  the  proposition.  1 felt  that  in  this  contingency,  Avhile  it 
might  be  questioned  Avhether  I should,  as  commander  of  the  army,  lead 
it  to  certain  destruction  in  an  unavailing  fight,  I had  aright  individually 
to  determine  that  I would  not  surAUA'e  a surrender  there.  To  satisfy 
both  propositions,  I agreed  to  hand  over  the  couimand  to  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Buckner  through  Brigadier-General  Pillow,  and  to  make  an  effort 
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for  my  own  extrication  by  nny  and  every  means  that  might  present  theiii- 
selves  to  me.  I therefore  directed  Colonel  Forrest,  a daring  and  deter- 
mined officer,  at  the  head  of  an  efficient  regiment  of  cavalry,  to  be  pres- 
ent, for  the  purpose  of  accompanying  me  in  what  I supposed  would  be 
an  effort  to  pass  through  the  enemy’s  lines.  I announced  the  fact  upon 
turning  the  command  over  to  Brigadier-General  Buckner  that  I would 
bring  away  with  me  by  any  means  I could  command  my  own  particu- 
lar brigade,  the  propriety  of  which  was  acquiesced  in  on  all  hands.  This, 
by  various  modes,  I succeeded  in  accomi)lishing  to  a great  extent,  and 
would  have  brought  off  my  whole  command  in  one  way  or  another  if  I 
had  had  the  assistance  of  the  held  officers  who  were  absent  from  several 
of  the^regiments.  The  command  was  turned  over  to  Brigadier-General 
Buckner,  who  at  once  opened  negotiations  with  the  enemy,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  surrender  of  the  place. 

Thus  ended  the  conflict,  running  through  four  days  and  four  nights, 
a large  ])ortiou  of  which  time  it  was  maintained  with  the  greatest  fierce- 
ness and  obstinacy,  in  which  we,  with  a force  not  exceeding  13,000,  a 
large  part  of  whom  were  illy  armed,  succeeded  in  resisting  and  driving- 
back  with  discomfiture  an  army  consisting  of  more  than  50,000  men. 

I have  no  means  of  accurately  estimating  the  loss  of  the  enemy. 
From  what  I saw  upon  the  battle-field  ; from  what  I witnessed  through- 
out the  whole  period  of  the  conflict;  from  what  I was  able  to  learn  from 
sources  of  information  deemed  by  me  worthy  of  credit,  I have  no  doubt 
that  the  enemy’s  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  reached  a number  beyond 
5,000.  Onr  own  losses  were  extremely  heavy,  but,  for  want  of  exact 
returns,  1 am  unable  to  state  precise  numbers.  I think  there  will  not 
be  far  from  1,500  killed  and  wounded. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  coolness  and  determined  spirit  of  resistance 
which  animated  the  men  in  this  long  and  perilous  conflict ; nothing  could 
exceed  the  determined  courage  which  characterized  them  throughout 
this  terrible  struggle,  and  nothing  could  be  more  admirable  than  the 
steadiness  which  they  exhibited,  until  nature  itself  was  exhausted,  in 
what  they  knew  to  be  a desperate  fight  against  a foe  very  many  times 
their  superior  in  numbers.  I cannot  ])articularize  in  this  report  to  you 
the  numberless  instances  of  heroic  daring  performed  by  both  officers 
and  men,  but  must  content  myself  for  the  present  by  saying  in  my 
judgment  they  all  deserve  well  of  their  country. 

I Imve  the  honor  to  be,  very  respecdfully,  your  obedient  servant  , 

JOHK  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-  Genera  ?,  Com  mand  ing. 

General  A.  Sidney  Johnston. 


Knoxville,  Tenn.,  March  20,  1862. 

vSiR:  Yonr  communication  of  the  16th  instant,  from  Decatur,  reached 
me  here  to-day,  where  I came  in  compliance  with  an  order  from  Major- 
General  Smith,  who  felt  his  position  endangered  from  the  advance  of 
the  enemy. 

In  that  communication  you  say  : 

Under  date  of  Marcli  lltli  tlie  Secretary  of  War  says  : 

“The  reports  of  Generals  Floyd  and  Pillow  are  unsatisfactory,  and  the  President 
directs  that  both  these  generals  be  relieved  from  command  till  further  orders.”  He 
further  directs  General  .Johnston  “in  the  mean  time  to  requCvSt  them  to  add  to  their 
reports  such  statements  as  they  may  deem  proper  on  the  following  points  : 

“ Ist.  The  failure  to  give  timely  notice  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  garrison  of  Fort. 
Donelson  to  repel  attacks. 
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“2(1.  The  failure  of  an  attenix)t  to  save  tlio  army  by  cvacuatiuj;  tli(5  ])est  wiien 
found  to  be  untenable. 

“ 3d.  Why  they  abandoned  tbe  command  to  their  inferior  officer,  instead  of  execui- 
ing  themselves  whatever  measure  was  deemed  proper  for  the  entire  army. 

“ 4th.  What  was  the  precise  mode  by  which  each  effected  his  escape  from  the  ])Ost 
and  what  dangers  were  encountered  in  the  retreat  ? 

“ 5th.  Upon  what  principle  a selection  was  made  of  particnlar  troops,  being  certain 
regiments  of  the  senior  general’s  brigade,  to  whoso  use  all  the  transportation  on  liaml 
Avas  appropriated. 

“6th.  A particular  designation  of  the  regiments  saved  and  the  regiments  aban- 
doned which  formed  part  of  the  senior  general’s  brigade.” 

In  obedience  to  this  order  lam  directed  by  General  Johnston  to  request  your  com- 
pliance with. the  wishes  of  the  President  in  these  particulars  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible,  and  forAvard  the  report  to  these  headquarters. 

Under  the  same  direction  General  Johnston  has  required  a report  from  Colonel  For- 
rest, detailing  particularly  the  time  andmaunerof  his  escape  from  Fort  Douelson,  the 
road  ho  took,  the  number  of  enemies  he  met  or  saw  in  making  his  escape,  and  the 
difficulties  which  existed  to  jireA^ent  the  remainder  of  the  army  from  following  the 
route  taken  by  him  in  his  (iscape  with  his  command. 

I give  at  once  tbe  additional  information  wliicb  seems  to  be  asked  for 
in  tbe  communication  of  tbe  Secretary  of  War  to  Avbicb  you  refer. 

Tbe  first  charge  is  as  follows : 

The  failure  to  give  timely  notice  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  Donel- 
son  to  repel  attacks. 

I presume  tbe  general  knew,  before  I tvas  ordered  to  Fort  Donelson, 
that  neitber  tbe  Avorks  nor  tbe  troops  sent  there  could  withstand  tbe 
force  Avbicb  be  knew  tbe  enemy  bad  in  band  and  Avbicb  could  be  brought 
speedily  to  that  point.  I knew  perfectly  well  that  if  the  Avhole  fort^e 
under  General  Johnston’s  command  at  Bowling  Green  bad  been  sent  to 
Fort  Donelson  it  would  prove  utterly  insufiicient  to  rejiel  the  advance 
of  tbe  enemy  up  the  Cumberland  KiA’er.  General  Johnston’s  entire 
force,  including  the  troops  at  Donelson,  as  I understood  it,  did  not  ex- 
ceed 30,000  men.  I knew  Avbat  I believe  eAwybody  else  did,  for  it  was 
made  public  through  tbe  newspapers,  that  the  enemy  bad  in  Kentucky 
alone  one  hundred  and  nineteen  regiments,  and  that  be  bad  nearly  if 
not  quite  as  many  at  Cairo,  Saint  Louis,  and  tbe  tOAvns  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Cumberland.  It  Avas  also  knoAvn  that  tbe  enemy  bad  unlimited 
means  of  transportation  for  concentrating  troops.  How,  then,  was  it 
possible  for  General  Johnston’s  whole  army  to  meet  that  force,  which 
was  known  to  be  moving  towards  the  mouths  of  the  Tennessee  and  Cum- 
berland Rivers'?  Tbe  sequel  proved  that  this  information  was  correct, 
for  not  only  ^yere  tbe  troops  occupying  Kentucky  sent  up  the  Cumber- 
' land,  but  large  additions  were  made  to  them  from  Missouri  and  Illinois, 
as  stated  by  prisoners  and  by  the  official  reports  of  their  own  commanders. 
I could  not,  under  a sense  of  duty,  call  for  re-enforcements,  because  tbe 
force  under  General  Johnston  was  not  strong  enough  to  afford  a suffi- 
cient number  to  bold  the  place.  I consider  the  place  illy  chosen,  out  of 
position,  and  entirely  indefensible  by  any  re-enforcements  which  could 
be  brought  there  to  its  support.  It  bad  but  thirteen  guns,  and  it  turned 
out  that  but  three  of  these  were  effective  against  iron-clad  steamers. 
I thought  the  force  already  there  sufficient  for  sacrifice,  as  well  as 
enough  to  hold  the  iilace  until  Bowling  Green  could  be  evacuated,  with 
its  supplies  and  munitions  of  war.  This  I supposed  to  be  the  main  ob- 
ject of  the  movement  to  Donelson,  and  the  only  good  that  could  be 
eflected  by  desperately  holding  that  jiost  Avith  the  entirely  inadequate 
I means  in  hand  for  defense  of  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  Rivers. 

With  a less  force  than  50,000  men  the  position  at  Fort  Donelson  Avas, 

1 in  my  judgment,  quite  untenable,  and  even  Avith  that  force  it  (;ould  IniAq'. 

‘ been  held  for  only  a short  time,  unless  a force  of  20,000  men  Avas  sup- 
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I)ortiiig  it  iit  Clarksville  and  25,000  more  at  least  had  been  stationed 
at  Nashville.  While  these  were  my  own  views  and  o])inions,  1 never- 
theless transmitted  to  General  Johnston  the  exact  state  of  affairs  at  the 
fort  at  every  stage  of  the  conflict. 

My  views  and  opinions  upon  the  defense  of  Fort  Gonelvon  and  the 
means  of  extricating  the  army  from  the  trap  in  which  necessity  hu<l 
thrown  it  there  had  been  set  forth  in  a letter  addressed  to  the  general 
from  Clarksville  before  I received  orders  to  go  to  Fort  Donelson,  bear- 
ing date  of  February  12.  I annex  a copy  of  that  letter : 

Clarksville,  Tenn.,  Februarij  It2,  186*^. 

Geueial  J ohnston  : 

Sir:  There  is  hut  little  kuowii  satisfactorily  of  the  eiiemj^  or  their  movements,*  up 
to  10  o’clock  last  night  all  was  quiet  as  usual  at  the  fort.  Geueral  Buckner  is  now 
there.  I have  thought  the  best  disposition  to  make  of  the  trooiis  on  this  liue  was  to 
couceutrate  the  main  force  at  Cumberland  City,  leaving  at  Fort  Donelson  enough  to 
make  all  possible  resistance  to  any  attack  which  may  be  made  upon  the  fort,  but  no 
more.  The  character  of  the  country  in  the  rear  and  to  the  left  of  the  fort  is  such  as 
to  make  it  dangerous  to  concentrate  our  whole  force  there  ,*  for,  if  their  gunboats  should 
pass  the  fort  and  command  the  river,  our  troops  would  be  in  danger  of  being  cut  off  by 
a force  from  the  Tennessee.  In  this  event  their  road  would  be  open  to  Nashville, 
without  any  obstruction  whatever.  The  position  at  Cumberland  City  is  better;  for 
there  the  railroad  diverges  from  the  river,  which  would  afford  some  little  facility  for 
transportation  in  case  of  necessity;  and  from  thence  the  open  country  southward  to- 
wards Nashville  is  easily  reached.  Besides,  from  that  j)oiut  wo  threaten  the  flank  of 
any  force  sent  from  the  Tennessee  against  the  fort.  I am  making  every  possible  effort 
to  concentrate  the  forces  liere  at  Cumberland  CitjL  I have  been  in  the  greatest  dread 
ever  since  I reached  this  place  at  their  scattered  condition.  The  force  is  inadequate 
to  defend  a line  of  40  miles  in  length,  which  can  bo  attacked  from  three  different  direc- 
tions. We  can  only  be  formidable  by  concentration.  A strong  guard  is  all  that  can 
be  left  here,  and  this  no  longer  than  your  movement  can  be  made.  I shall  begin  to- 
day, if  the  engineers  report  favorably,  to  blockade  the  river  at  the  piers  of  the  railroad 
bridge.  I have  taken  up  an  idea  that  a raft,  secured  against  this  bridge,  can  render 
the  river  impassable  for  the  gunboats.  If  this  is  ])ossible,  it  will  be  an  immense  relief 
to  the  movements  above.  I am  quite  sure  this  blockade  can  be  made  at  a lower  stage 
of  water;  but  the  present  stage  of  water  renders  this  exxieriment  somewhat  doubtful; 
still  I will  make  every  exertion  to  effect  the  blockade,  if  possible.  I received  by  tele- 
graph your  authority  to  make  any  disposition  of  the  troops  which  in  my  judgment  Avas 
best,  and  acknowledged  it  by  a tlispatch  immediately.  I am  acting  accordingly. 

I am,  general,  very  respectful Iv*,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-General,  C.  S.  Army. 

Charge  2. — The  failure  of  any  attempt  to  save  the  army  by  evacuating  the  post 
when  found  to  be  untenable. 

1 have  been  imfortiiiiate  if  I have  failed  to  sliow  in  my  report  of  the 
battle  at  Fort  Douelson  that  the  light  ou  February  15,  outside  of  our 
iiitreiichments,  was  nothiug  but  au  attem])t  to  save  the  aruiy  by  evae- 
uatiug  the  fort,  which  the  position  and  numbers  of  the  enemy  had  already 
rendered  untenable.  In  my  report  of  February  27  1 attempted  to  ex- 
lilain  why  we  left  our  intrenchments  on  the  15th  to  give  battle  and  the 
object  I had  in  view  in  doing  so.  I said : 

I had  already  seen  the  impossibility  of  holding  out  for  any  length  of  time  with  our 
inadequate  numbers  and  indefensible  jiosition.  There  "was  no  place  in  our  intrench- 
ments but  could  be  reached  by  the  enemy’s  artillery  from  their  boats  or  their  batteries. 
It  was  but  fair  to  infer  that  while  they  kept  up  a sufficient  tire  upon  our  intrenchments 
to  keep  our  men  from  sleep  and  xirevent  repose,  their  object  was  merely  to  give  time 
to  pass  a column  above  us  on  the  river,  both  on  the  right  and  the  left  banks,  and  thus 
to  cut  off  all  our  communications  and  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  egress.  I then  saw 
clearly  that  but  one  course  was  left  by  which  a rational  hope  could  be  entertained  of 
saving  the  garrison  or  a x^ai’t  of  it — that  was  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  his  position 
on  our  left,  and  thus  to  pass  our  people  into  the  open  country  lying  southward  towards 
Nashville. 

Upon  the  failure  of  this  enterprise,  the  causes  of  which  arefully  set  forth 
in  my  report,  it  obviously  became  impossible  to  save  the  army  byjevac-l 
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iiating  the  post  5 the  atterui^t  to  save  the  army  liad  been  made.  I thought 
then,  and  still  think,  that  a more  earnest  attempt  could  not  have  l)een 
made  by  an  equal  number  of  men  to  accomplish  any  euter[)rise  by  force 
of  arms.  To  extricate  the  army  then  involved  the  necessity  of  another 
battle  that  night,  more  desperate  than  that  of  the  morning,  because  the 
enemy  had  been  greatly  re-enforced,  and  held  their  former  position  with 
fresh  troops.  There  is  such  a thing  as  human  exhaustion,  an  end  of 
physical  ability  in  man  to  march  and  fight,  however  little  such  a con- 
tingency may  seem  possible  to  those  who  sleep  quietly  upon  soft  beds, 
who  fare  sumptuously  every  day,  and  have  never  tried  the  exposure  of 
protracted  battles  and  hard  campaigns.  This  point  had  been  reached 
by  our  men ; the  conflict,  toil,  and  excitement  of  unsuspended  battle, 
running  through  eighty-four  hours,  was  enough  to  wear  out  the  phys- 
ical strength  of  any  men ; especially  so  when  tlie  greater  part  of  the 
time  they  were  exposed  to  a storm  of  sleet,  snow,  and  continued  frost, 
and  opposed  to  a force  five  or  six  times  greater  than  their  own,  without 
shelter  or  fire.  Many  of  the  men  had  been  frost-bitten,  and  a great 
many  were  so  overcome  by  fatigue  and  want  of  sleep  as  to  be  unable  to 
keep  open  their  eyes  standing  on  their  feet  in  the  face  and  under  the 
fire  of  the  enemy.  In  fact,  the  men  were  totally  out  of  condition  to  fight. 

There  were  but  two  roads  by  which  it  was  ])ossible  to  retire.  If  they 
went  by  the  upper  road,  they  would  certainly  have  a strong  i)osition  of 
the  enemy  to  cut  through,  besides  having  to  march  over  the  battle-field 
strewn  with  corj^ses;  and  if  they  retired  by  the  lower  road,  they  would 
have  to  wade  through  water  3 feet  deep ; which  latter  ordeal  the  med- 
ical director  stated  would  be  death  to  more  than  half  of  the  command 
on  account  of  the  severity  of  the  weather  and  their  physical  prostration. 
It  was  believed  in  council  that  the  army  could  not  retire  without  sacri- 
ficing three-fourths  of  it.  The  consultation  which  took  xdace  among  the 
officers  on  the  night  of  the  15th  was  to  ascertain  whether  a further  strug- 
gle could  be  maintained,  and  it  was  resolved  in  the  negative  uncondi- 
tionally and  emphatically.  General  Buckner,  whose  immediate  command 
was  the  largest  in  the  fort,  was  positive  and  unequivocal  in  his  opinion 
that  the  fight  could  not  be  renewed.  I confess  I was  myself  strongly 
influeuced  by  this  opinion  of  General  Buckner;  for  I have  not  yet  seen 
an  officer  in  whose  superior  military  ability,  clear,  discriminating  judg- 
ment, in  whose  calm,  unflinching  courage  and  unselfish  iiatriotism  I 
more  fully  confide  than  in  his.  The  loss -to  the  Confederacy  of  so  able, 
brave,  and  accomplished  a soldier  is  irreparable. 

From  my  own  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the  men  I thought  that 
but  few  of  them  were  in  condition  to  encounter  a night  confiict;  so  the 
I)lan  of  renewing  the  battle  was  abandoned,  and  thus  the  necessity  of 
surrender  was  prevented.  All  agreed  that  the  necessity  existed.  That 
conclusion  having  been  reached,  nothing  remained  but  to  consider  the 
manner  of  it,  and  that  is  fullj^  set  forth  in  my  former  report. 

Charge  3. — Why  they  abandoued  the  commaiid  to  their  iufei  ior  officer,  instead  of 
executing  themselves  whatever  measure  was  deemed  proper  for  the  entire  army. 

The  ^^abandonment  of  command”  here  imputed  I suppose  to  mean  the 
}ict  of  transferring  to  General  Buckner,  who  was  willing  to  execute  it, 
the  performance  of  the  formalities  of  surrender.  The  surrender  was  a 
l)ainfal  and  inexorable  necessity,  which  could  not  be  avoided,  and  not 
a “measure  deemed  proper  for  the  entire  army.”  On  the  contrary,  my 
proposition  to  take  away  as  large  a portion  of  the  forces  as  possible  met, 
I am  sure,  with  the  approbation  of  the  whole  council.  One  of  the  rea- 
sons which  induced  me  to  make  this  trausl’er  to  General  Buckner  was 
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in  order  that  I might  be  untrammeled  in  the  effort  I was  determined  to 
make  to  extricate  as  many  of  the  command  as  possible  from  the  fort,  to 
which  object  I devoted  myself  during  the  night  of  the  15th.  So  that  I 
accomplished  the  fact  of  bringing  off  troops  from  the  position,  I thought 
little  of  the  manner  of  doing  so.  All  possibility  of  further  fighting  was 
over.  ISTot  another  gun  was  to  be  fired ; no  personal  risk  was  to  be 
iucnrred;  certain  and  absolute  freedom  from  all  personal  danger  was  se- 
cured to  those  who  surrendered ; further  danger,  conflict,  and  toil  could 
befall  those  only  who  should  attempt  to  escape  and  those  I chose  to  lead. 

Nothing  was  to  be  done  by  those  who  remained  but  to  hoist  the  white 
flag  and  to  surrender.  This  I would  not  do,  for  the  “measure”  of  sur- 
render had  not  been  thought  of  by  myself  or  any  officer  present  in  the 
council  as  one  proper  for  the  “entire  army.”  I suppose  it  to  be  an 
unquestionable  principle  of  military  action  that  in  case  of  disaster  it  is 
better  to  save  a part  of  a command  than  to  lose  the  whole.  The  alter- 
native proposition  which  I adopted  in  preference  to  surrendering  the 
“entire  army”  was  to  make  my  way  out  of  the  beleaguered  camp  with 
such  men  as  were  still  able  to  make  another  struggle,  if  it  could  be 
accomplished ; and,  if  it  could  not  be,  then  to  take  any  consequences 
that  did  not  involve  a surrender. 

Charge  5. — Upon  what  ])riuciple  a selection  was  made  of  particular  troops,  being 
certain  regiments  of  the  senior  general’s  brigade,  to  whose  use  all  the  trausi^ortation 
on  hand  was  aj)propriated. 

The  answer  to  this  charge  leads  directly  to  that  of  the  fourth,  and  I 
therefore  respond  first  to  this.  I presume  it  is  well  established  that  a 
senior  general  can  select  any  troops  under  his  command  for  any  service 
or  ])nrpose  or  plan  he  may  choose  to  execute;  and  if  the  means  were 
ottered  of  extricating  only  a portion  of  men  from  a general  surrender,  I 
presume  the  selection  of  this  portion  would  rest  with  him  rather  than 
with  any  other  person  or  ])ersons.  This  would  be  a sufficient  answer  to 
the  charge  in  question,  if  I chose  to  rely  upon  it,  which  I do  not.  My 
real  answer  I will  give  fully.  It  is  untrue  that  “all  the  transportation 
on  hand  was  ai)propriated  to  certain  regiments  of  the  senior  general’s 
brigade.”  It  is  untrue  that  a selection  was  made  of  “particular  troops.” 
I am  sure  that  quite  as  many  men  belonging  to  other  brigades  were  pro- 
vided with  “means  of  escape”  “by  the  transportation  on  hand”  as  were 
of  the  senior  general’s  brigade. 

Late  at  night  it  was  ascertauied  that  two  steamboats  would  probably 
reach  the  landing  before  daylight.  Then  I determined  to  let  Colonel 
Forrest’s  cavalry  i)roceed  on  their  march  by  the  river  road,  which  was 
impassable  for  anything  but  cavalry,  on  account  of  the  backwater  and 
overflow,  while  I would  remain  behind  and  endeavor  to  get  away  as 
many  men  as  possible  by  the  boats.  The  boats  came  a short  time  before 
daylight,  when  I hastened  to  the  river  and  began  to  ferry  the  men  over 
to  the  o])posite  shore  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

The  men  were  taken  on  indiscriminately  as  they  came  to  the  boats; 
but,  in  the  first  instance,  more  of  the  “senior  general’s  brigade”  were 
present  than  of  other  troops,  from  this  circumstance,  namely,  that  when 
I determined  not  to  surrender,  I caused  my  brigade  to  be  drawn  up  in 
line  and  to  await  my  final  i^reparation  for  a forward  movement.  This 
was  prom])tly  done,  and  as  they  were  nearest  the  left  flank,  where  the 
fight  would  first  begin,  so  likewise  were  they  nearest  to  the  river  landing. 
From  this  circumstance  it  happened  that  the  troops  from  my  immediate 
command  were  among  the  first  to  enter  the  boats;  but  all  the  men  from 
all  portions  of  the  arinj^  who  were  i)resent  and  could  be  gotten  on  board 
were  taken  indiscriminately,  as  far  as  I had  any  knowledge.  No  man 
of  the  army  was  excluded  to  make  room  for  my  brigadp.  Qn  the  con- 
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f riiiy,  all  who  cauie  were  taken  on  board  until  some  time  after  daylight, 
wlien  1 received  a message  from  General  Buckner  that  any  further  delay 
at  the  wharf  would  certainly  cause  the  loss  of  the  boat  with  all  on 
board.  Such  was  the  want  of  all  order  and  discipline  by  this  time  on 
shore  that  a wild  rush  was  made  at  the  boat,  which  the  cai)tain  said 
would  swamp  her  unless  he  pushed  oft*  immediately.  This  was  done, 
and  about  sunrise  the  boat  on  which  I was  (the  other  having  gone)  left 
the  shore  and  steered  up  the  river.  By  this  ‘‘i)recise  mode”  1 effected 
my  “escape,” and  after  leaving  the  wharf  the  Department  will  be  pleased 
to  hear  that  I encountered  no  dangers  whatever  from  the  enemy. 

I had  announced  in  council  my  determination  to  take  my  own  brigade 
and  attempt  a retreat;  and  this,  I presume,  is  wliat  is  referred  to  in  the 
charge  of  “selecting  certain  regiments  of  the  senior  general’s  brigade.” 
I “selected”  this  command  because  they  had  been  with  me  in  the  most 
trying  service  for  seven  mouths;  had  been  repeatedly  under  lire;  had 
been  exposed  to  every  hardship  incident  to  a campaign  ; had  never  on 
any  occasion  flinched  or  faltered;  had  never  uttered  a comidaiut,  and  1 
knew  were  to  be  relied  on  for  any  enterprise  that  could  be  accomplished. 
In  announcing  this  intention  it  was  far  from  my  purpose  to  exclude  any 
troops  who  might  think  jiroper  or  might  be  physically  able  to  join  me 
in  making  the  movement. 

Charge  6. — A particular  designation  of  the  regiments  saved  and  the  regimeids 
abandoned  which  formed  a part  of  the  senior  generaPs  brigade. 

My  brigade  consisted  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Kegiment  Virginia  Volun- 
teers, the  Fiftieth  Eegiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  the  Fifty-first  liegi- 
nient  Virginia  Volunteers,  the  Fifty-sixth  Kegiment  Virginia  Volunteers, 
and  the  Twentieth  Kegiment  Mississippi  Volunteers,  Ko  one  of  these 
regiments  was  either  wholly  saved  or  wholly  left.  I could  obtain  no 
reports  from  regiments  until  I arrived  at  Murfreesborough.  There  our 
morning  reports  show  the  aggreg|ite  of  each  regiment  present  respect- 
ively to  have  been:  Of  the  Thirty-sixth  Kegiment  Virginia  Volunteers, 
243;  Fiftieth  Kegiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  285;  Fifty-first  Kegiment 
Virginia  Volunteers,  274;  Fifty-sixth  Kegiment  Virginia  Volunteers, 
184.  The  Twentieth  Kegiment  Mississippi  Volunteers  handed  in  no 
report  at  Murfreesborough,  and  what  there  Avas  of  it  was  ordered  away 
by  General  Johnston ; but  I am  informed  that  their  morning  repoi  t 
will  show  over  300  as  present.  These  reports  were  made  before  those 
who  had  been  ferried  over  the  river  at  Donelson  had  come  up. 

A cousiderable  number  of  men  from  each  of  these  regiments  were 
“saved”  and  many  of  each  were  left  behind.  Of  my  own  brigade,  a 
great  many  who  were  left  elfected  their  escape  by  every  means  they 
could  command  and  joined  their  regiments  utuI  companies,  except  tin* 
Twentieth  Kegiment  Mississippi  Volunteers,  which,  by  General  Johns- 
ton’s order,  was  detached  and  sent  home  to  recruit.  This  regiment,  at 
the  last  accounts  I had  of  it,  immediately  after  the  fight  of  Fort  Don- 
elson, numbered,  as  already  stated,  about  300  men;  but  I have  no  accu- 
rate iiiformation  on  the  subject.  The  loss  1 felt  most  seriously  was  that, 
of  my  three  artillery  companies  of  Virginia  troops,*  so  remarkabh*,  for 
their  efficiency  and  real  gallantry,  Avho  had  followed  me  so  faithfully 
throughout  my  service  in  Virginia,  and  who  fought  so  bravely  during 
the  whole  of  the  trying  conflict  at  Donelson. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD,  Brin.  Gen.,  C.  K A. 

Peter  Otey,  Assistaiit  Adjutant- General. 

*lt  has  been  impossible  to  ideutify  these  batteries;  they  were  probably  French’s, 
Guy’s,  and  Jackson’s. 
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No.  49. 


Report  of  Col.  Gabriel  C.  Wharton^  Fifty -first  Virginia  Infantry^  com- 
manding First  Brigade. 


Headquarters  First  Brioade,  Floyd’s  Division, 


Gamp  near  Murfreesboroiiglij  Tenn.j  February  22,  1862. 


Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  partici- 
pation of  this  brigade  in  the  engagement  at  Fort  Donelson : 

The  advance  of  the  brigade,  the  Fifty-first  Eegiment  Virginia  Volun- 
teers, reached  Dover,  1 mile  from  the  fort,  about  11  p.  m.  on  Friday, 
the  7th,  and  immediately  reported  to  Brig.  Gen.  B.  B.  Johnson,  who 
was  then  in  command,  and  was  ordered  to  encamp  near  the  wharf. 

About  4 p.  m.  on  the  8th  the  Fifty-sixth  Eegiment  Virginia  Volun- 
teers arrived  and  was  ordered  to  encamp  near  the  Fifty-first.  From 
Saturday  to  Wednesday  following  there  was  skirmishing  between  our 
cavalry  picket  and  the  enemy. 

On  Wednesday  our  pickets  were  driven  in  and  the  enemy  reported 
advancing  in  force.  The  brigade  was  then  ordered  to  take  position  on 
the  left  of  Brigadier-General  Buckner’s  division  and  near  the  center  of 
our  line  of  defense.  Soon  after  taking  position,  the  enemy  commenced 
to  throw  shot  and  shell,  which  did  no  execution-  Captain  Porter’s  bat- 
tery was  then  ordered  to  take  the  position  which  had  been  assigned  to 
this  brigade,  and  we  were  ordered  to  the  support  of  the  left  wing,  com- 
manded by  Brigadier-General  Johnson.  We  were  engaged  during  the 
evening  and  night  in  constructing  breastworks  and  rifle  pits. 

During  Thursday  we  were  under  a heavy  fire  from  the  enemy’s  bat- 
teries. There  were  also  frequent  engagements  with  the  infantry,  in  all 
of  which  the  enemy  were  repulsed.  Thursday  night  we  remained  again 
in  the  ditches. 

On  Friday  there  was  skirmishing  witti  the  infantry  and  sharpshooters  j 
occasionally  sharp  firing  from  the  batteries.  On  Friday  evening  oc- 
curred the  terrific  cannonading  between  the  gunboats  and  the  fort,  some 
of  the  shells  from  the  boats  exploding  in  and  near  our  lines,  but  doing 
no  injury. 

On  Saturday  morning,  at  4 o’clock,  the  brigade  was  withdrawn  from 
the  ditches  and  placed  in  line,  by  order  of  Brigadier- General  Pillow,  to 


make  an  attack  on  the  enemy’s  extreme  right  flank.  Colonel  Baldwin’s 


brigade  was  placed  in  advance ; this  brigade  followed  next.  About  6 
o’clock  the  column  was  put  in  motion.  We  had  S(;arcely  passed  beyond 
the  line  of  our  defense  when  the  skirmishers  of  Colonel  Baldwin’s  brigade 
engaged  the  enemy’s  pickets,  and  in  a few  minutes  the  engagement 
became  general.  We  were  then  ordered  to  deploy  and  advance,  which 
was  done  with  spirit  and  promptness.  The  enemy,  alter  a very  obstinate 
resistance,  was  forced  to  retire,  but  were  either  rallied  or  re-enforced  on 
the  several  ridges,  from  which  they  were  again  and  again  driven.  Our 
men,  cheering  as  they  charged,  pursued  them  nearly  2 miles,  when  orders 
were  received  that  we  should  retire  to  our  intrenchments.  The  brigade 
was  very  much  exliausted,  having  been  under  fire  or  in  the  ditches  for 
more  than  four  days. 

The  loss  of  the  Fifty-first  was  9 killed,  43  wounded,  and  5 missing. 


Of  the  Fifty-sixth,  8 were  killed,  37  wounded,  and  115  missing. 


Lieut.  Col.  J.  M.  Massie  commanded  the  Fifty-first  Eegiment;  his 
bearing  was  most  chivalric  and  gallant.  Capt.  G.  W.  Davis  gallantly 
led  the  Fifty-sixth  Eegiment.  Lieut.  August  Forsberg,  attached  to  the 
brigade  as  engineer  officer,  rendered  very  efficient  service  in  rallying  §11 
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and  leading  the  men,  and  throughout  the  day  distinguished  himself  for 
gallantry  and  acts  of  daring.  To  mention  the  many  individual  instances 
of  heroism  and  daring  would  too  much  lengthen  this  report  j therefore 
suffice  it  to  say  that  all  the  officers  and  men  of  both  regiments  behaved 
with  commendable  coolness  and  bravery. 

Capt.  Samuel  H.  Newberry,  Lieutenants  Henderson  and  Painter,  of 
the  Fifty-first,  were  wounded.  Captain  Dabney  C.  Harrison,  of  the 
Fifty-sixth,  was  mortally  wounded  while  leading  his  men  to  a charge. 
Lieutenants  Ferguson  and  Haskins  were  also  wounded. 

A number  of  improved  arms  were  captured  and  brought  to  camx). 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  IGth,  brigade  was  ordered  from  Fort  Donel- 
sou  to  Nashville,  where  valuable  service  was  rendered  in  guarding  and 
sliipping  Government  stores. 

Thursday,  the  20th,  the  brigmle  was  ordered  to  this  jfiace,  where  we 
are  now  encamj^ed. 

Pespectfullj^  submitted. 

G.  C.  WHAETON, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd. 


No.  50. 

Report  of  Col.  John  MeCauslajid,  Thirty -sixth  Virginia  Infantry,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Floyd's  Division, 

Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.,  February  23,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action  of 
this  brigade,  February  13,  14,  and  15,  in  the  engagement  near  Fort 
Donelson  between  the  Confederate  States  forces  and  the  United  States 
forces^  under  General  Grant : 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  I received  your  orders  to  proceed  at  once 
from  Cumberland  City  to  Fort  Donelson,  where  we  arrived  at  daylight 
and  were  at  once  ordered  to  the  trenches.  This  brigade  was  posted  as 
a support  to  Green’s  battery,  on  the  left  wing.  During  the  entire  day 
the  enemy  kept  up  an  incessant  fire  of  shot  and  shell  upon  the  battery 
and  its  support.  The  men  and  officers  behaved  well  under  the  circum- 
stances, and  soon  became  accustomed  to  the  firing.  There  were  5 men 
wounded  during  the  day. 

On  the  14th  there  was  continued  skirmishing,  with  artillery  and  mus- 
ketry. About  2 p.  m.  the  gunboats  commenced  a heavy  bombardment 
of  the  fort,  the  shells  passing  over  and  taking  the  line  of  works  in  re- 
verse, and  many  i)assing  over  and  through  this  brigade."  However,  we 
sufi’ered  no  loss,  and  gathered  several  large  shell — 64-pounders,  I think. 
About  dark  another  battery  was  i)osted  in  front  of  our  position,  and 
during  the  night  it  was  placed  behind  a good  earthwork  thrown  up  by 
the  men. 

About  midnight  I received  orders  to  concen  trate  my  brigade  near  the 
left  wing,  which  was  done  promptly,  and  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of 
the  15th  the  column,  under  General  Pillow,  sallied  from  the  left  and 
engaged  the  enemy  in  a short  space  of  time.  This  brigade  was  a reserve 
for  Colonel  Baldwin’s  brigade,  but,  the  enemy  pressing  his  right,  I at 
once  moved  up  to  his  support  and  engaged  the  enemy  posted  in  thick 
undergrowth  and  in  a rough  and  rolling  country.  I ordered  the  firing 
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to  commeuce  as  soon  as  the  enemy  was  in  sight.  Tliey  were  advancing 
just  in  front  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Virginia  Eegiinent.  They  in  a short 
time  were  checked,  and  then  I ordered  a charge  upon  them.  The  men 
came  up  with  a shout  and  charged  the  enemy,  routed  and  pursued  him 
for  2 miles,  when  we  were  called  back  by  order  of  General  Pillow. 

The  Thirty-sixth  Virginia  Regiment  had  14  killed  and  40  wounded, 
and  the  Fiftieth  Virginia  Regiment  had  10  killed  and  40  wounded. 

On  Sunday  morning  this  brigade  was  ferried  across  the  river,  and  are 
now  arriving  at  this  camp. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  [L.  W.]  Reid  was  wounded  about  the  close  of  the 
action.  He  and  Major  [Thomas]  Smith  behaved  gallantly  during  the 
day  5 in  fact,  men  and  officers  all  behaved  well.  We  captured  1 field 
gun  and  200  Enfield  muskets. 

I am,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  McOAUSLAND, 
Commanfling  Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd. 


No.  51. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Gideon  J.  Pillow , G.  S.  Army,  rvith  resulting  cor- 
respondence. 

Columbia,  Tenn.,  February  18,  1862. 

On  the  9th  instant  General  A.  S.  Johnston  ordered  me  to  proceed  to 
Fort  Donelson  and  take  command  of  that  post.  On  the  10th  instant  1 
arrived  at  that  place. 

In  detailing  the  operations  of  the  forces  under  my  command  at  Fort 
Donelson  it  is  proper  to  state  the  condition  of  that  work  and  of  the 
forces  constituting  its  garrison.  When  I arrived  I found  the  work  on 
the  river  battery  unfinished  and  wholly  too  weak  to  resist  the  force  of 
lieavy  artillery.  I found  a 10-inch  columbiad  and  a 32-pounder  rifled 
gun  which  had  not  been  mounted.  Deep  gloom  was  hanging  over  the 
(iommand,  and  the  troops  were  greatly  depressed  and  demoralized  by 
the  circumstances  attending  the  surrender  of  Fort  Henry  and  the  man- 
ner of  retiring  from  that  place. 

My  first  attention  was  given  to  the  necessity  of  strengthening  this 
work,  mounting  the  two  heavy  guns,  and  to  the  construction  of  defen- 
sive works  to  protect  the  rear  of  the  river  battery.  I imparted  to  the 
work  all  the  energy  which  it  was  possible  to  do,  working  day  and  night 
with  the  whole  command.  The  battery  was  without  a competent  num- 
])er  of  artillerists,  and  those  that  were  there  were  not  well  instructed  in 
the  use  of  their  guns. 

To  provide  for  this  want  1 placed  the  artillery  companies  under  active 
('Durse  of  instruction  in  the  use  of  their  guns.  I detailed  Captain  Ross, 
with  his  company  of  light  artillerists,  to  the  command  of  one  of  the  river 
batteries.  These  heavy  guns  being  mounted  and  provision  made  for 
working  them,  and  a proper  supply  of  ammunition  having  been  pro- 
cured by  my  orders  from  Nashville,  I felt  myself  prepared  to  test  the 
efl'ect  of  the  fire  of  heavy  metal  against  the  enemy’s  gunboats,  though 
the  work  stood  much  in  need  of  more  heavy  pieces. 

The*  armament  of  the  batteries  consisted  of  eight  32-pounders,  three 
32-pounder  carronades,  one  10-inch  columbiad,  and  one  rifled  gun  of  32- 
pounder  caliber. 
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The  selection  of  the  site  for  the  work  wns  an  unfortunate  one.  While 
its  command  of  the  river  vvas favorable,  the  site  was  commanded  by  the 
heights  above  and  below  on  the  river  and  hy  a continuous  range  of  hills 
all  around  the  works  to  its  rear.  A field  work  of  very  contracted  dimen- 
sions had  been  constructed  by  the  garrison  to  i)rotect  the  battery;  but 
the  field  works  were  commanded  by  the  hills  already  referred  to,  and 
lay  open  to  a fire  of  artillery  from  every  direction  except  from  the  hills 
below. 

To  guard  against  the  cftects  of  fire  of  artillery  from  these  heights  a 
line  ot  defensive  works,  consisting  of  rifie  pits  and  abatis  for  infantry, 
detached  on  our  right  but  continuous  on  our  left,  with  defenses  for  our 
light  artillery,  were  laid  off  by  Major  Gilmer,  engineer,  of  General  A.  S. 
Johnstoifs  staff'  (but  on  duty  with  me  at  the  post),  around  the  rear  of 
the  battery  and  on  the  heights  from  which  artillery  could  reach  our  bat- 
tery and  inner  field  work,  enveloifing  the  inner  work  and  the  town  of 
Dover,  where  our  principal  supplies  of  commissary  and  quartermaster’s 
stores  were  in  depot. 

These  works,  pushed  with  the  utmost  possible  energy,  were  not  quite 
completed,  nor  were  my  troops  all  in  ])ositiou,  though  nearly  so,  when 
Brigadier- General  Floyd,  my  senior  officer,  reached  that  station.  The 
works  were  laid  off'  with  great  judgment  and  skill  by  Major  Gilmer,  and 
were  well  executed  and  designed  for  the  defense  of  the  rear  of  the  work ; 
the  only  objection  being  to  the  length  of  the  line,  which,  however,  wa^ 
unavoidable  from  the  surroundings.  The  length  of  the  line  and  the  in- 
adequacy of  the  force  for  its  defense  was  a source  of  embarrassment 
throughout  the  struggle  which  subsequently  ensued  in  the  defense  of 
the  position. 

I had  placed  Brigadier-General  Buckner  in  command  of  the  right 
wing  and  Brig.  Gen.  B.  E.  Johnson  in  command  of  the  left.  By  extraor- 
dinary efforts  we  had  barely  got  these  works  in  defensible  condition 
when  the  enemy  made  an  advance  in  force  around  and  against  the  entire 
line  of  outer  works. 

THE  BATTLE  OF  THE  TRENCHES. 

The  assault  was  commenced  by  the  enemy’s  artilleiy  against  the  cen- 
ter of  our  left  wing,  which  was  promptly  responded  to  by^  Captain  Green’s 
batter.y  of  field  artillery.  After  several  hours  of  firing  between  the  artil- 
lery of  the  two  armies  the  enemy  ’s  infantiy  advanced  to  the  conflict  all 
along  the  line,  which  was  kept  up  and  increased  in  volume  from  one  end 
of  the  line  to  the  other  for  several  hours,  when  at  last  the  enemy  made  a 
vigorous  assault  against  the  right  of  our  left  wing,  the  position  assaulted 
being  a height  commanded  by  Col.  A.  Heiman  and  defended  b,v  his  bri- 
gade, consisting  of  the  Tenth  Tennessee,  under  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  K.  W.  MacGavock,  Colonel  [W.  M.]  Yoorhies’,  Colonel  [A.  A.] 
Hughes’,*  and  Colonel  [J.  W.]  Head’s  regiments  Tennessee  Volunteers, 
and  defended  by  Captain  [Frank]  Alaney’s  field  battery'. 

This  assault  was  vigorously  made  and  the  position  as  vigorously  de- 
fended, and  resulted  in  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  here  and  everywhere 
around  the  line.  The  result  of  the  day’s  work  pretty  well  tested  the 
strength  of  our  defensive  line,  and  established  beyond  question  the  gal- 
lantry of  the  entire  command,  all  of  which  fought  gallantly^  their  i)ortion 
of  the  line. 

The  loss  sustained  by  our  forces  in  this  engagement  was  not  large, 
our  men  being  mostly^  under  shelter  in  the  rifle  pits ; but  we  neverthe- 
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less  bad  quite  a number  killed  and  wounded,  but  owing  to  tbe  continued 
lighting  which  followed  it  was  impossible  to  get  any  official  report  of 
the  casualties  of  the  day. 

On  the  same  day  our  battery  on  the  river  was  engaged  with  one  of 
the  enemy’s  gunboats,  which  occasioned  quite  a lively  cannonading  for 
more  than  an  hour,  in  which  the  gallant  Capt.  Joseph  Dixon,  of  the 
Iffiginecr  Corps,  was  killed  instantly  at  the  battery.  This  officer  had 
beeu  on  duty  for  some  months  at  the  ])Ost,  and  had  shown  great  energy 
and  professional  skill,  and  by  his  gallant  bearing  on  that  day,  whife 
directing  the  operations  of  the  day,  under  my  orders,  had  justly  earned 
for  himself  high  distinction.  His  death  was  a serious  loss  to  the  service 
and  was  a source  of  no  little  embarrassment  in  our  after  operations. 

On  the  12th  [13th]  we  had  quiet,  but  we  saw  the  smoke  of  a large 
number  of  gunboats  and  steamboats  a short  distance  below.  We  also 
received  reliable  information  of  the  arrival  of  a large  number  of  new 
troops,  greatly  increasing  the  strength  of  the  enemy’s  forces,  already 
said  to  be  from  20,000  to  30,000  strong. 

BATTLE  WITH  THE  GUNBOATS. 

On  the  13th  [14th]  these  re-enforcements  were  seen  advancing  to  their 
liosition  in  the  line  of  investment,  and  while  this  was  being  done  six  of 
the  enemy’s  iron-cased  gunboats  were  seen  advancing  up  the  river,  five 
of  which  were  abreast  and  in  line  of  battle  and  the  sixth  some  distance 
to  the  rear.  When  these  gunboats  arrived  within  a mile  and  a half  of 
our  battery  they  opened  tire  on  it. 

My  orders  to  the  officers  (Captains  Shuster  and  Standewitz  [Stankie- 
witz  or  Starkovitch],*  who  commanded  the  lower  battery  of  eight  guns, 
and  Captain  Eoss,  who  commanded  the  upper  battery  of  four  guns),  were 
to  hold  their  fire  until  the  enemy’s  boats  should  come  within  point-blank 
range  of  their  guns.  Tliis  they  did,  though  the  ordeal  of  holding  their 
fire  while  the  enemy’s  shot  and  shell  fell  thick  around  their  iiosition  was 
a severe  restraint  to  their  patriotic  impulses  j but,  nevertheless,  our  bat- 
teries made  no  response  until  the  enemy’s  gunboats  got  within  range  of 
their  guns.  Our  entire  line  of  batteries  then  opened  tire.  The  guns  of 
both  i)arties  were  well  served,  the  enemy  constantly  advancing,  deliv- 
ering direct  fire  against  our  batteries  from  his  line  of  five  gunboats, 
while  the  sixth  boat,  moving  up  in  rear  of  the  line,  kept  the  air  filled  with 
sliells,  which  fell  thick  and  close  around  the  position  of  our  batteries. 

The  fight  continued,  the  enemy  steadily  advancing  slowly  up  the  river, 
the  shot  and  shell  from  fifteen  heavy  rifled  guns  tearing  our  parapets 
and  plunging  deep  into  the  earth  around  and  over  our  batteries  for 
nearly  two  hours  and  until  his  boats  had  reached  within  the  distance  of 
150  yards  of  our  batteries.  Having  come  in  such  close  conflict,  I could 
distinctly  see  the  effects  of  our  shot  upon  his  iron-cased  boats.  We  had 
given  two  or  three  well-directed  shots  from  the  heavy  guns  to  one  of  his 
boats,  when  she  instantly  shrank  back  and  drifted  helpless  below  the 
line.  Several  shot  struck  another  boat,  tearing  her  iron  case  and  splin- 
tering her  timbers  and  making  them  crack  as  if  by  a stroke  of  lightning, 
when  she,  too,  fell  back.  Then  a third  receiv'ed  several  severe  shots, 
making  her  metal  ring  and  her  timbers  crack,  when  the  whole  line  gave 
way  and  fell  rapidly  back  from  our  fire  until  they  passed  out  of  range. 

Thus  ended  the  first  severe  and  close  conflict  of  our  heavy  guns  with 
the  enemy’s  gunboats,  testing  their  strength  and  the  power  of  our  heavy 
guns  to  resist  them.  The  shot  from  our  32-pounder  guns  produced  but 
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little  effect.  They  struck  and  rebounded,  apparently  doing  but  little 
damage;  but  I am  satisfied,  by  close  observation,  that  the  timbers  of 
the  frame- work  did  not  and  could  not  withstand  the  shock  of  the  10-inch 
columbiad  or  32- pounder  rifled  gun. 

These  gunboats  never  renewed  the  attack.  I learned  from  (utizens 
living  on  the  river  below  that  one  of  the  injured  boats  sank  and  that 
the  others  had  to  be  towed  to  Cairo.  This  information  may  or  may  not 
be  true,  but  it  is  certain  that  all  of  the  boats  were  repulsed  and  driven 
back  after  a most  vigorous  and  determined  attack,  and  that  two  of  the 
boats  were  badly  damaged  and  a third  more  or  less  injured. 

It  is  difficult  to  overestimate  the  gallant  bearing  and  heroic  conduct 
of  the  officers  and  men  of  our  batteries  who  so  well  and  so  persistently 
fought  our  guns  until  the  enemy^s  determined  advance  brought  his 
boats  and  guns  into  such  close  and  desperate  conflict.  Where  all  did 
their  duty  so  well  it  is  almost  impossible  to  discriminate.  The  captains 
already  named  and  their  lieutenants  (whose  names,  for  want  of  official 
reports,  I cannot  give)  all  deserve  the  highest  commendation.  Lieut. 
George  S.  Martin,  whose  company  is  at  Columbus,  Ky.,  but  who  was 
ordered  to  that  post  by  Major-General  Polk,  commanded  one  of  the 
guns,  particularly  attracted  my  attention  by  his  energy  and  the  judg- 
ment with  which  he  fought  his  gun.  The  wadding  of  his  gun  having 
given  out,  he  j^ulled  off  his  coat  and  rammed  it  down  his  gun  as  wadding, 
and  thus  kept  up  the  fire  until  the  enemy  were  finally  repulsed. 

On  the  evening  of  this  day  we  received  information  of  the  arrival  of 
additioual  re-enforcements  of  infantry,  cavalry,  and  light  artillery  by 
steamboat,  all  of  which  were  disembarked  a short  distance  below  our 
position. 

BATTLE  OF  DOVER. 

On  the  14th  instant  the  enemy  were  busy  throwing  his  forces  of  every 
arm  around  us,  extending  his  line  of  investment  entirely"  around  our 
position  and  completely  enveloping  us. 

On  the  evening  of  this  day  we  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  received 
by  steamboat  additional  re-enforcements.  We  were  now  surrounded  by 
an  immense  force,  said  by  j)risoners  whom  we  had  taken  to  amount  to 
fifty- two  regiments,  and  every  road  and  possible  avenue  of  departure  cut 
off,  with  the  certainty  that  our  sources  of  supply  by  river  could  soon  be 
(ait  off  by  the  enemy’s  batteries  placed  upon  the  river  above  us. 

At  a meeting  of  general  officers,  called  by  General  Ployd,  it  was  de- 
termined unanimously  to  give  the  enemy  battle  next  day  at  daylight, 
so  as  to  cut  open  a route  of  exit  for  our  troops  to  the  interior  of  the 
country,  and  thus  save  our  army.  We  had  knowledge  that  the  prin- 
cipal portion  of  the  enemy’s  forces  were  massed  in  encampment  in  front 
of  the  extreme  left  of  our  position,  commanding  the  two  roads  leading  to 
th('.  interior,  one  of  which  we  must  take  in  retiring  from  our  position. 

We  knew  he  had  massed  in  encampment  another  large  force  on  the 
Wynn’s  Ferry  road,  opposite  the  center  of  our  left  wing,  while  still  an- 
other was  massed  nearly  in  front  of  the  left  of  our  right  wing,  his  fresh 
arrival  of  troops  being  encamped  on  the  bank  of  the  river  two  miles  and 
a half  below  ns,  from  which  latter  encampment  a stream  of  fresh  troops 
were  constantly  pouring  around  us  on  his  line  of  investment,  and 
strengthening  his  general  encampment  on  the  extreme  right.  At  each 
of  his  encampments  and  on  each  road  he  had  in  position  a battery  of 
field  artillery  and  24-pounder  iron  guns  on  siege  carriages.  Between 
these  encampments  on  the  roads  was  a thick  unclergrowtli  of  brush  and 
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black-jack,  making  it  impossible  to  advance  or  maneuver  any  comider- 
able  body  of  troops. 

The  plan  of  attack  agreed  upon  and  directed  by  General  Floyd  to  l)e 
executed  was  that,  with  the  main  body  of  the  forces  defending  onr  left 
wing,  I should  attack  the  right  wing  of  the  enemy,  occupying  and  rest- 
ing on  the  heights  reaching  to  tlie  bank  of  the  river,  accompanied  by 
Colonel  Forrest’s  brigade  of  cavalry;  that  General  Buckner,  with  the 
forces  under  his  command,  and  defending  the  right  of  onr  line,  should^ 
strike  the  enemy’s  encampment  and  forces  on  the  Wynn’s  Ferry  road; 
that  the  forces  under  Colonel  Heiman  should  hold  his  position,  and  that 
each  command  should  leave  in  the  trenches  troops  to  hold  the  trenches. 

In  this  order  #f  battle  it  was  easy  to  be  seen  that  if  my  attack  was 
successful  and  tbe  enemy  was  routed  his  retreat  would  be  along  his 
line  of  investment  towards  the  Wynn’s  Ferry  encampment,  and  thence 
towards  his  reserve,  at  the  gunboats  below.  In  other  words,  my  suc- 
cess would  roll  the  enemy’s  force  in  retreat  over  upon  General  Ilnckner, 
when  by  his  attack  in  flank  and  rear  we  could  cut  up  the  enemy  and 
put  him  completely  to  rout. 

Accordingly  dispositions  were  made  to  attack  the  enemy.  At  5 
o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  I moved  out  of  my  position  to  engage 
the  enemy.  In  less  than  one-half  hour  our  forces  were  engaged.  The 
enemy  was  prepared  to  receive  me  in  advance  of  his  encampment,  and 
be  did  receive  me  before  I had  assumed  a line  of  battle  and  while  I was 
moving  against  him  without  any  formation  for  the  engagement.  For  the 
tirst  half  hour  of  the  engagement  I was  much  embarrassed  in  getting 
the  command  in  position  i)roperly  to  engage  the  enemy.  Having  extri- 
cated myself  from  the  position  and  fairly  engaged  the  enemy,  we  fought 
him  for  nearly  two  hours  before  I made  any  decided  advance  upon  him. 
He  contested  the  field  most  stubbornly. 

The  loss  of  both  armies  on  this  portion  of  the  field  was  heavy — the 
enemy’s  particularly  so,  as  I discovered  by  riding  over  the  field  after 
the  battle.  The  enemj^  having  been  forced  to  yield  this  portion  of  the 
field,  retired  slowly  towards  the  Wynn’s  Ferry  road— Buckner’s  point 
of  attack. 

The  fight  was  hotly  contested  and  stubborn  on  both  sides,  and  con- 
sumed the  day  till  12  o’clock  to  drive  the  enemy  as  far  back  as  the  center, 
where  General  Buckner’s  command  was  to  flank  him.  While  my  com- 
mand was  slowly  advancing  and  driving  back  the  enemy,  I was  anxiously 
expecting  to  hear  General  Buckner’s  command  open  fire  in  his  rear, 
which,  not  taking  place,  I was  apprehensive  of  some  misapprehension  of 
orders,  and  came  from  the  field  of  battle  within  the  work  to  ascertain 
what  was  tbe  matter.  I there  found  the  command  of  General  Buckner 
massed  behind  the  ridge  within  the  work,  taking  shelter  from  the  enemy’s 
artillery  on  the  Wynn’s  Ferry  road,  it  having  been  forced  to  retire  before 
the  battery,  as  I learned  from  him.  My  force  was  still  slowly  advanc- 
ing, driving  the  enemy  towards  the  battery.  I directed  General  Buck- 
ner immediately  to  move  his  command  around  to  the  rear  of  the  battery, 
turning  its  left,  keeping  in  the  hollow,  and  attack  and  carry  it.  Before 
the  movement  was  executed  my  forces,  forming  the  attacking  party  on 
the  right,  with  Colonel  Forrest’s  regiment  of  cavalry,  had  reached  the 
position  of  the  battery.  Colonel  Forrest’s  cavalry  gallantly  charged  a 
large  body  of  infantry  supporting  the  battery,  driving  it  and  forcing  the 
battery  to  retire,  and  taking  six  pieces  of  artillery — four  brass  pieces 
and  two  24-pounder  iron  pieces. 

In  pursuing  the  enemy,  falling  back  from  this  position.  General  Buck-  t 
ner’s  forces  became  united  with  mine,  and  engaged  the  enemy  in  a hot  1) 


Chap.  XVII.]  CAPTURE  OF  FORT  DONEUSON,  TENN.  283 

contest  of  nearly  an  hour,  with  large  forces  of  fresh  troops  tliat  had  now 
met  us.  This  position  of  the  enemy  being  carried  by  our  joint  forces,  I 
called  off  the  further  pursuit,  after  seven  and  a half  liours  of  continuous 
and  bloody  conflict.  After  the  troops  were  called  off  from  the  pursuit, 
orders  were  immediately  given  to  the  different  commands  to  form  and 
letire  to  their  original  position  in  the  intrencbments. 

The  operations  of  the  day  had  forced  the  entire  command  of  the  enemy 
around  to  our  right  and  in  front  of  General  Buckner’s  position  in  the  in- 
trenchments,  and  when  he  reached  his  position  he  found  the  enemy 
advancing  rapidly  to  take  possession  of  his  portion  of  our  works.  He 
had  a stubborn  conflict,  lasting  one  and  a half  hours,  to  regain  his  posi- 
tion, and  the  enemy  actuallj^  got  possession  of  the  extreme  right  of  his 
works,  and  held  them  so  firmly  that  he  could  not  dislodge  him. 

The  position  thus  gained  by  the  enemy  was  a most  important  and 
(commanding  one,  being  immediately  in  rear  of  our  river  batteries  and 
field  work  for  its  protection.  From  it  he  could  readily  turn  the  in- 
trenched work  occupied  by  General  Buckner  and  attack  him  in  reverse, 
or  he  could  advance,  under  cover  of  an  intervening  ridge,  directly  upon 
our  battery  and  fieM  work.  While  the  enemy  held  the  position  it  was 
manifest  we  could  not  hold  the  main  work  or  battery. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  the  two  armies  at  night-fall,  after  nine  hours 
of  conflict,  on  the  15th  instant,  in  which  our  loss  was  severe,  and  leaving 
not  less  than  1,000  of  the  enemy  dead  upon  the  field.  We  left  upon  the 
field  nearly  all  of  his  wounded,  because  we  could  not  remove  them.  We 
left  his  dead  uuburied,  because  we  could  not  bury  them.  Such  carnage 
and  conflict  has  perhaps  never  before  occurred  on  this  continent.  We 
took  about  300  prisoners  and  a large  number  of  arms. 

We  had  fought  the  battle  to  open  the  w ay  for  our  army  and  to  relieve 
us  from  an  investment  which  would  necessarily  reduce  us  and  the  posi- 
tion we  occupied  by  famine.  We  had  accomplished  our  object,  but  it 
occupied  the  whole  day,  and  before  we  could  i)repare  to  leave,  after 
taking  in  the  wounded  and  dead,  the  enemy  had  thrown  around  us  again 
in  the  night  an  immense  force  of  fresh  troops  and  reoccupied  his  original 
position  in  the  line  of  investment,  thus  again  cutting  off  our  retreat. 
We  had  only  about  13,000  troops  all  toldj  of  these  we  had  lost  a large 
proportion  in  the  three  battles.  The  command  had  been  in  the  trenches 
night  and  day  for  five  days,  exposed  to  the  snow,  sleet,  mud,  and  ice- 
water,  without  shelter  and  without  adequate  covering  and  without 
sleep.  In  this  condition  the  general  officers  held  a consultation,  to 
determine  what  we  should  do.  General  Buckner  gave  it  as  his  decided 
opinion  that  he  could  not  hold  his  position  a half  hour  against  an  assault 
of  the  enemy,  and  said  he  was  satisfied  the  enemy  would  attack  him  at 
daylight  the  next  morning.  The  proposition  was  then  made  by  the  un- 
dersigned to  again  fight  our  way  through  the  enemy’s  line  and  cut  our 
way  ont.  General  Buckner  said  his  command  was  so  w oru-out  and  cut 
to  pieces  and  demoralized  that  he  could  not  make  another  fight;  that 
it  would  cost  the  command  three-fourths  its  present  numbers  to  cut  its 
way  out;  that  it  was  wrong  to  sacrifice  three-fourths  of  a command  to 
save  one-fourth,  and  that  no  officer  had  a right  to  cause  such  a sacrifice. 
General  Floyd  and  Major  Gilmer  I understood  to  concur  in  this  opinion. 

I then  expressed  the  opinion  that  we  could  hold  out  another  day,  and 
in  that  time  we  could  get  steamboats  and  set  the  command  over  the 
river  and  probably  save  a large  portion  of  it.  To  this  General  Buckner 
replied  that  the  enemy  would  certainly  attack  him  in  the  morning  and 
that  he  could  not  hold  his  position  a half  hour. 

The  alternative  of  these  propositions  was  a surrender  of  the  position 
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and  command.  General  Floyd  said  he  would  not  surrender  the  com- 
mand nor  would  he  surrender  himself  a prisoner.  I had  talcen  the 
same  position.  General  Buckner  said  he  was  satisfied  nothing  else 
could  he  done,  and  that  therefore  he  would  surrender  the  command,  if 
placed  in  command.  General  Floyd  said  he  would  turn  over  the  com- 
mand to  him,  if  he  could  he  allowed  to  withdraw  his  command.  To  this 
General  Buckner  consented.  Thereupon  the  command  was  turned  over 
to  me,  I passing  it  instantly  to  General  Buckner,  saying  I would  neither 
surrender  the  command  nor  myself.  I directed  Colonel  Forrest  to  cut 
his  way  out. 

Under  these  circumstances  General  Buckner  accepted  the  command 
and  sent  a flag  of  truce  to  the  enemy  for  an  armistice  of  six  hours,  to 
negotiate  for  terms  of  capitulation.  Before  this  flag  and  communication 
were  delivered  I retired  from  the  garrison. 

Before  closing  my  report  of  the  operations  of  the  army  at  Donelson 
1 must,  in  justice  to  the  officers  and  commands  under  my  immediate 
(command,  say  that  harder  fighting  or  more  gallant  conduct  in  ofQcers 
and  men  I have  never  witnessed.  In  the  absence  of  official  reports  of 
brigade  and  regimental  commanders,  of  which  I am  deprived  by  the 
circumstances  detailed  in  this  report,  I may  not  be  able  to  do  justice 
to  the  different  corps.  I will  say,  however,  that  the  forces  under  my 
immediate  command  during  the  action  bore  themselves  most  gallantly 
throughout  the  long  and  bloody  conflict.  I speak  with  especial  com- 
mendation of  the  brigades  commanded  by  Colonels  [Wm.  E.]  Baldwin, 
[G.  C.]  Wharton,  [John]  McCausland,  [J.  M.j  Simonton,  and  [Joseph] 
Drake,  and  of  Captains  Maney  and  Green,  who  fought  their  guns  under 
the  constant  and  annoying  fire  of  the.  enemy’s  sharpshooters  and  of  the 
concentrated  fire  from  his  field  batteries,  from  which  both  commands 
suffered  severely.  Captain  Maney  was  himself  wounded,  and  had 
several  lieutenants  killed  and  wounded  and  many  of  his  company  killed 
and  wounded ; so  did  Captains  Porter  and  Graves.  If  I should  here- 
after receive  the  reports  of  regimental  and  brigade  commanders,  giving 
me  detailed  information  of  the  conduct  and  bearing  of  officers  and  men, 
I will  make  a sui)plemental  report. 

The  absence  of  official  reports  deprives  me  of  the  means  of  giving 
lists  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  different  commands.  I am  satis- 
fied that  in  such  a series  of  conflicts  our  loss  was  heavy.  I know  the 
enemy’s  was,  from  passing  over  the  field  of  battle  in  the  evening,  imme- 
diately after  the  battle,  in  company  •with  General  Floyd.  His  loss  in 
killed  was  terrible,  exceeding  anything  I have  ever  seen  upon  a battle- 
field. 

Our  total  force  in  the  field  did  not  exceed  10,000  men,  while,  from  what 
I saw  of  the  enemy’s  force  and  from  information  derived  from  many 
l^risoners  of  the  enemy,  we  are  sure  he  had  between  30,000  and  40,000 
men  in  the  field. 

I must  acknowledge  many  obligations  to  Major  Gilmer,  engineer,  for 
especial  and  valuable  services  rendered  me  in  laying  off  these  Avorks 
and  the  energy  displayed  by  him  in  directing  their  construction,  and  for 
his  counsel  and  advice.  I likewise  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  Capt. 
Gus.  A.  Henry,  jr., my  assistant  adjutant-generalj  to  Col.  John  C.  Burch, 
my  aide-de-camp;  to  Major  Field,  to  Lieutenant  Nicholson,  to  Lieut. 
Charles  F.  Martin,  and  Colonel  Brandon,  my  volunteer  aides-de-camp; 
to  Major  Haynes,  my  assistant  commissary,  and  Major  Jones,  my  assist- 
ant quartermaster,  for  the  prompt  manner  in  which  they  executed  my 
orders  under  trying  circumstances  throughout  the  long  and  continued 
conflicts,  and  to  Major  Gilmer,  who  accompanied  me  to  the  field  and  was 


Chap.  XVIL]  CAPTURE  OF  FORT  DONELSON,  TENN.  285 

Oil  duty  with  me  duriug  the  entire  day;  also  to  Captain  Parker,  of  my 
staff,  whom  1 assigned  to  the  command  of  Captain  lloss’  field  battery, 
with  new  recruits  as  gunners,  and  who  fought  and  served  them  well. 
The  conduct  of  these  officers,  coming  under  my  immediate  attention  and 
observation,  met  my  hearty  apjiroval  and  commendation.  Colonel  Bran- 
don was  severely  wounded  early  in  the  action. 

Colonel  Baldwin’s  brigade  constituted  the  front  of  the  attacking  force, 
sustained  immediately  by  Colonel  Wharton’s  brigade.  These  two  bri- 
gades deserve  especial  commendation  for  the  manner  in  which  they 
sustained -the  first  shock  of  battle,  and,  under  circumstances  of  great 
embarrassment,  threw  themselves  into  position  and  followed  up  the  con- 
flict throughout  the  day.  Being  mostly  with  these  two  brigades,  I can 
speak  from  personal  knowledge  of  the  gallant  conduct  and  bearing  of 
the  two  brigade  commanders.  Colonels  Baldwin  and  Wharton.  I must 
also  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  Brig.  Gen.  B.  E.  Johnson,  who 
assisted  me  in  tbe  command  of  the  forces  with  which  I attacked  the 
enemy  and  who  bore  himself  gallantly  throughout  the  conflict;  but  hav- 
ing received  no  official  report  from  him,  I cannot  give  the  detailed  ope- 
rations of  his  command. 

I have  pleasure  in  being  able  to  say  that  Colonel  Forrest,  whose  com- 
mand greatly  distinguished  its  commander  as  a bold  and  judicious  com- 
mander, and  reflected  distinguished  honor  upon  itself,  passed  safely 
through  the  enemy’s  line  of  investment,  and  trust  it  will  yet  win  other 
honors  in  defense  of  our  rights  and  just  cause  of  our  country. 

GID.  J.  PILLOW, 
Brigadier- General^  G.  S,  Army. 

Capt.  Clarence  Derrick,  - 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Third  Division, 

Decatur.)  Ala.,  March  14,  1802. 

The  position  we  occupied  was  invested  on  February  11  by  a force  which 
we  estimated  to  be  about  20,000  strong.  This  force  had  approached  us 
])artly  by  water,  but  mainly  by  land,  from  Fort  Henry.  I considered  the 
force  we  had  sufficient  to  repulse  the  assault  of  this  force.  We  repidsed 
everywhere  a vigorous  assault  made  by  the  enemy  against  our  position. 

Fresh  troops,  however,  continued  [to  arrive]  every  day  by  Avater  until 
the  14th.  We  are  satisfied  the  enemy’s  forces  were  not  short  of  30,00t) 
men.  Our  impressions  of  his  strength  were  confirmed  by  information 
derived  from  prisoners  we  had  taken  on  that  day.  That  evening  the 
enemy  landed  thirteen  steamboat  loads  of  fresh  troops. 

It  was  now  manifest  we  could  not  long  maintain  our  jmsition  against 
such  overwlielming  numbers.  I was  satisfied  that  their  last  troo])s  were 
of  Giuieral  Buell’s  command.  We  felt  the  want  of  re-enforcements,  but 
did  not  ask  for  them,  because  we  knew  they  were  not  to  be  had.  1 had 
just  come  from  Bowling  Green,  and  knew  that  General  Johnston  could 
not  spare  a man  from  his  position;  he  had,  in  fact,  already  so  Aveakened 
himself  that  he  could  not  ha\^e  maintained  his  position  against  a vigor- 
ous assault.  Under  these  circumstances,  deeming  it  utterly  useless  to 
for  re-enforcements,  we  determined  to  make  the  best  possil)le 
defense  with  the  force  in  hand. 

Our  investment  by  a force  of  30,0()()  men  on  the  14th  being  complete<l, 
and  the  enemy  on  that  evening  having  received  tliirteen  boat  loads  of 
fresh  trooi)s,  a council  of  general  officers  Avas  convened  by  General  Floyd, 
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at  which  it  was  determined  to  give  the  enemy  battle  at  daylight  next 
day,  so  as  to  cut  up  the  investing  force,  if  possible,  before  the  fresh 
troops  were  in  position. 

In  that  council  I proposed,  as  the  plan  of  attack,  that  with  the  force 
in  the  intrenchments  of  our  left  wing  and  Colonel  [It.  W.]  Hanson’s  reg- 
iment, of  General  Buckner’s  division,  I would  attack  the  enemy’s  main 
force  on  his  right,  and,  if  successful,  that  would  roll  the  enemy  on  his 
line  of  investment  to  a point  opposite  General  Buckner’s  position,  when 
he  would  attack  him  in  llanli  and  rear,  and  drive  him  with  our  united 
commands  back  upon  his  encampments  at  the  river. 

To  this  ])roposition,  so  far  as  allowing  me  to  have  Colonel  Hanson’s 
regiment.  General  Buckner  objected,  and  I waived  the  point,  saying  I 
only  asked  the  assistance  of  that  regiment  because  my  i)ortiou  of  the 
labor  to  be  performed  was  by  far  the  greatest,  and  that  upon  my  success 
depended  the  fortunes  of  the  day,  and  that  a very  large  iiortiou  of  the 
force  I had  to  fight  were  fresh  troops  and  badly  armed. 

General  Buckner  then  proposed,  as  a modification  of  my  i)lan  of  bat- 
tle, that  he  should  attack  the  enemy  simultaneously  with  niy  attack ; 
that  his  attack  should  be  against  the  position  on  the  Wynn’s  Ferry  road, 
where  he  had  a battery  nearly  opposite  the  center  of  the  left  wing,  and 
that  he  would  thus  lessen  the  labors  for  my  command  and  strike  the 
enemy  in  a more  vital  point.  To  this  modification  I agreed,  as  an  im- 
provement upon  my  proi)Osed  plan. 

In  carrying  out  this  plan  thus  agreed  upon  it  became  proper  for  Colo- 
nel Heiinan’s  brigade  to  maintain  its  position  in  the  line,  otherwise  the 
enemy  might  turn  the  right  of  General  Buckner’s  position  and  take  his 
forces  on  the  right  flank,  and  thus  defeat  our  success.  It  was  arranged 
accordingly. 

General  Floyd  approved  this  plan  of  battle  and  ordered  that  it  should 
be  carried  out  next  morning  at  daylight.  I then  sent  for  all  the  com- 
manders of  brigades,  to  explain  to  them  our  situation  (being  invested), 
our  purpose  and  plan  of  battle,  and  to  assign  to  each  brigade  its  posi- 
tion ill  my  column ; all  of  which  was  done,  and  I gave  orders  to  have 
my  whole  force  under  arms  at  4.30  o’clock  and  to  be  ready  to  march  out 
of  our  works  precisely  at  5 o’clock. 

At  4 o’clock  I was  with  my  command,  all  of  which  was  in  position, 
except  Colonel  Davidson’s  brigade,  none  of  which  was  i^resent.  I im- 
mediately directed  General  B.  E.  Johnson,  who  was  present,  and  to 
whose  immediate  command  Colonel  Davidson’s  brigade  belonged,  to 
dispatch  ofQcers  for  that  brigade,  and  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  its  delay. 
He  did  so.  I likewise  sent  several  officers  of  my  staff*  upon  the  same 
duty.  Both  sets  of  officers  made  the  same  report,  viz,  that  Colonel 
Davidson  had  failed  to  give  any  orders  to  the  colonels  of  his  brigade, 
and  that  Colonel  Davidson  was  sick.  It  is  proper  to  state  that  he  was 
complaining  of  being  unwell  when  the  orders  were  received.  The  in- 
structions to  the  brigade  commanders  were  given  about  2 o’clock  that 
morning.  M3"  command  was  dela3ed  in  its  advance  about  half  an  hour 
by  the  necessity  of  bringing  up  this  brigade. 

My  column  was  finally  ready  and  put  in  motion  about  5.15  o’clock. 
I moved  with  the  advance,  and  directed  General  B.E.  Johnson  to  bring 
up  the  rear.  The  command  of  Colonel  Davidson’s  brigade  devolved 
upon  Colonel  Simonton,  which,  owing  to  the  reasons  already  stated,  was 
brought  into  c.olumn  in  the  rear  and  into  action  last,  under  General 
Johnson,  to  whose  report  for  its  good  behavior  on  the  field  I particular^" 
refer,  having  in  my  original  report  omitted  to  state  its  position  on  the 
field. 
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Many  of  these  incidents^  not  deemed  essential  to  the  proper  under- 
standing of  the  main  features  of  the  battle  of  February  15,  were  omitted 
in  my  original  report,  but  are  now  given  as  parts  of  its  history.  In  my 
original  report  I gave  the  after  operations  in  the  battle  of  February  15, 
and  shall  now  pass  over  all  the  events  occurring  until  the  council  of 
general  officers,  held  on  the  night  of  the  15th.  The  lodgment  of  the 
enemy’s  force  in  the  rifle  pits  of  General  Buckner’s  extreme  right,  late 
in  the  evening  of  the  15th  of  February,  induced  General  Floyd  to  call 
a meeting  of  general  officers  at  my  headquarters  on  that  night. 

We  had  fought  the  battle  of  the  15th  to  open  the  way  through  the 
enemy’s  line  of  investment  to  retire  to  the  interior.  The  battle  had 
occupied  the  day,  and  we  were  until  about  12  o’clock  that  night  bring- 
ing in  the  wounded.  At  about  1 o’clock  we  had  all  the  commanders  of 
regiments  and  brigades  assembled,  and  given  orders  to  the  entire  com- 
mand to  be  under  arms  at  4 o’clock,  to  march  out  on  the  road  leading 
towards  Charlotte.  I had  given  instructions  to  Major  Haynes,  my  com- 
missary, and  Major  Jones,  my  quartermaster,  immediately  after  our 
evacuation  of  the  place  to  burn  all  their  stores.  ' 

About  3 o’clock  (perhaps  a little  earlier)  we  received  intelligence  from 
the  troops  in  the  trenches  that  they  heard  dogs  barking  around  on  the^ 
outside  of  our  lines  and  they  thought  the  enemy  were  reinve.^ting  our 
position.  General  Floyd  immediately  directed  me  to  send  out  scouts  to 
ascertain  the  fact.  This  duty  was  performed ; when  the  scouts  returned 
they  reported  the  enemy  in  large  force  occupying  his  original  positions 
and  closing  up  the  routes  to  the  interior.  Not  being  satisfied  with  the 
truth  of  the  report,  I directed  Colonel  Forrest  to  send  out  a second  set 
of  scouts,  and  at  the  same  time  directed  him  to  send  two  intelligent  men 
up  the  bank  of  the  river,  to  examine  a valley  of  overflowed  ground  lying 
to  the  rear  and  right  of  the  enemy’s  position,  and  if  the  valley  of  over- 
flowed ground  could  be  crossed  by  infantry  and  cavalry,  and  to  ascertain 
if  the  enemy’s  forces  reached  the  river  bank. 

The  one  set  of  scouts  returned  and  confirmed  the  iirevious  reports, 
viz,  that  the  woods  were  full  of  the  enemy,  occupying  all  of  his  previous 
positions  in  great  numbers.  The  scouts  sent  up  the  river  to  examine 
the  overflow  reported  that  the  overflowed  valley  was  not  practicable  for 
infantry;  that  the  soft  mud  was  about  half-leg  deep,  and  that  the  water 
was  about  saddle-skirt  deep  to  the  horses,  and  that  there  was  a good 
deal  of  drift  in  the  way.  We  thei\  sent  for  a citizen,  whose  name  is  not 
remembered,  said  to  know  that  part  of  the  country  well,  and  asked  his 
opinion.  He  confirmed  the  reports  of  the  river  scouts.  In  addition  to 
the  depth  of  the  water,  the  weather  was  intensely  cold.  Many  of  the 
troops  were  frost-bitten,  and  they  could  not  have  stood  a passage  through 
a sheet  of  water. 

With  these  facts  all  before  Generals  Floyd,  Buckner,  and  myself  (the 
two  former  having  remained  at  my  quarters  all  the  intervening  while), 
General  Floyd  said:  ‘‘Well,  gentlemen,  what  is  best  now  to  be  done"?” 
Neither  General  Buckner  nor  myself  having  answered  promx)tly.  Gen- 
eral Floyd  repeated  his  inquiry,  addressing  himself  to  me  by  name.  My 
reply  was  that  it  was  difficult  to  determine  what  was  best  to  be  done, 
but  that  I Avas  in  favor  of  cutting  our  way  out.  He  then  asked  General 
Buckner  what  he  thought  Ave  ought  to  do.  General  Buckner  said  his 
command  Avas  so  Avorn  down,  cut  up,  and  demoralized  that  he  could  not 
make  another  tight;  that  he  thought  Ave  Avould  lose  three-fourths  of  the 
command  we  had  left  in  cutting  our  AA^ay  out,  and  that  it  Avas  Avrong; 
that  no  officer  had  the  right  to  sacrifice  three-lourths  of  the  command 
to  save  one-fourth ; that  aa  o had  fought  the  enemy  from  the  trenches,  we 
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liad  fought  his  gunboats,  and  had  fought  him  in  the  open  field,  to  cut 
our  way  through  his  line  of  investment;  that  we  were  again  invested 
with  an  immense  force  of  iresh  troops;  that  the  army  had  done  all  it 
was  jmssible  to  do,  and  that  duty  and  honor  required  no  more.  Gen- 
eral Floyd  then  remarked  that  his  opiuion  coincided  with  General 
Buckner’s. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  E.  Johnson  had  previously  retired  from  the  council  to 
his  quarters  in  the  field,  and  was  not  present.  In  my  original  report  I 
stated  it  was  my  impression  Major  Gilmer  was  consulted,  and  concurred 
ill  the  opinion  of  Generals  Buckner  and  Floyd ; but,  from  subsequeut 
conversation  with  Major  Gilmer,  I learned  from  him  that  he  had  retired 
to  another  room  and  laid  down,  and  was  not  iiresent  at  this  part  of  the 
conference;  and  I am  therefore  satisfied  that  I was  mistaken  in  the  state- 
ment in  regard  to  him. 

The  proposition  to  cut  our  way  out  being  thus  disposed  of,  I remarked 
that  we  could  hold  our  position  another  day  and  fight  the  enemy  from 
our  trenches ; that  by  night  our  steamboats  that  had  taken  oft  the  pris- 
oners and  our  mounted  men  would  return  ; that  during  the  next  night 
we  could  set  our  troops  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  and  that  we  could 
make  our  escape  by  Clarksville,  and  thus  save  the  army. 

To  this  proposition  General  Buckner  said : “Gentlemen,  you  know 
the  enemy  occupy  the  rifie  pits  on  my  right,  and  can  easily  turn  my  posi- 
tion and  attack  me  in  rear  or  move  down  on  the  river  battery.  1 am 
satisfied  he  will  attack  me  at  daylight,  and  I cannot  hold  my  position 
half  an  hour.”  Eegarding  General  Buckner’s  reply  as  settling  this 
l)roposition  in  the  negative — for  I had  quite  enough  to  do  with  my  heavy 
losses  in  the  battle  of  the  previous  day  to  defend  my  own  portion  of  the 
line  and  I could  give  him  no  re-enforcements — I then  said:  “Gentle- 
men, if  we  cannot  cut  our  way  out  nor  fight  on  there  is  no  alternative 
left  lis  but  capitulation,  and  1 am  determined  that  I will  never  surrender 
the  command  nor  will  I ever  surrender  myself  a prisoner.  I will  die 
first.”  General  Floyd  remarked  that  that  was  his  determination ; that 
he  would  die  before  he  would  do  either.  General  Buckner  said  that  such 
determination  was  personal,  and  that  personal  considerations  should 
never  influence  ofQcial  action.  General  Floyd  said  he  acknowledged  it 
was  personal  with  him,  but  nevertheless  such  was  his  determination. 
Thereupon  General  Buckner  said  that,  being  satisfied  that  nothing  else 
could  be  done,  if  he  was  placed  in  oommand  he  would  surrender  the 
command  and  would  take  the  fate  of  the  command. 

General  Floyd  immediately  said : “ General  Buckner,  I place  you  in 
command;  will  you  permit  me  to  draw  out  my  brigade*?”  General 
Buckner  promptly  replied:  “Yes,  provided  you  do  so  before  the  enemy 
act  upon  my  communication.”  General  Floyd  immediately  remarked: 
“General  Pillow,  I turn  over  the  command.”  I replied  instantly:  “1 
l)ass  it.”  General  Buckner  said:  “ I assume  it;  bring  on  a bugler,  pen, 
ink,  and  paper.”  General  Buckner  had  received  pen,  irdi;,  and  paper, 
and  sat  down  to  the  table  and  commenced  writing,  when  I left  and 
crossed  the  river,  imssing  outside  the  garrison  before  General  Buckner 
])repared  his  communication  to  the  enemy,  and  went  to  Clarksville,  by 
land,  on  horseback. 

I did  not  know  what  he  had  written  until  I saw  the  published  corre- 
spondence Avith  General  Grant.  It  may  be  asked  if  I Avas  in  favor  of 
cutting  our  way  out,  why,  when  the  command  Avas  turned  over  to  me,  I 
did  not  take  it  out.  My  reply  is  that,  though  technically  speaking  the 
command  devolved  on  me  Avhen  turned  over  by  General  Floyd,  it  was 
turned  over  to  General  Buckner  in  point  of  fact.  All  i^arties  so  under- 
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stood  it.  In  proof  of  this^  General  Floyd,  under  his  agreement  with 
General  Buckner,  actually  withdrew  with  a large  portion  of  his  brigade 
by  setting  them  across  the  river  in  the  steamer  General  Anderson,  that 
arrived  just  before  daylight.  In  further  proof  of  this  I embody  in  this 
report  an  order  of  General  BuckneFs  to  General  B.  E.  Johnson  after  he 
had  assumed  command. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  order: 

Headquarteus,  Dover j Tenn.,  Febrmry  16,  1862. 

Sir:  Tho  command  of  tlie  forces  in  this  vicinity  has  devolved  upon  me  by  order  of 
General  Floyd.  I have  sent  a flag  to  General  Grant,  and  during  the  correspondence 
and  until  further  orders  refrain  from  hostile  demonstrations  with  a view  to  prevent- 
ing a like  movement  on  the  enemy’s  part.  You  will  endeavor  to  send  a flag  to  the 
posts  in  front  of  your  position,  notifying  them  of  the  fact  that  I have  sent  a commu- 
nication to  General  Grant  from  the  right  ^)f  our  ijosition,  and  desire  to  know  his  pres- 
ent headquarters. 

Resijectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  S.  B.  BUCKNER, 

Brigadier-General^  C.  S.  Army. 

lu  addition  to  this.  General  Floyd  was  my  senior,  and  of  high  char- 
acter and  acknowledged  ability.  General  Buckner,  though  my  junior 
in  rank,  possessed  high  reputation  as  an  officer  of  talent  and  experience. 
With  the  judgment  of  both  against  my  position,  if  I had  acted  upon  my 
own  convictions  and  had  failed  or  involved  the  command  in  heavy  loss, 
I was  apprehensive  it  would  be  regarded  as  an  act  of  rashness,  and 
brought  upon  me  the  censure  of  the  Government  and  the  condemnation 
of  the  country.  Besides,  without  their  assistance  in  command  and  with 
the  moral  weight  of  their  opinions  with  the  troops  against  the  step,  I 
did  not  regard  it  practicable  to  make  a successful  effort  to  cut  out.  I 
declined  to  assume  command  when  turned  over  by  General  Floyd, 
because  it  was  against  my  convictions  of  duty  to  surrender  the  command, 
and  under  the  decision  of  Generals  Floyd  and  Buckner  (a  majority  of 
the  council)  I could  do  nothing  but  surrender  it.  It  is  proper  to  say 
that  the  difference  of  opinion  between  Generals  Floyd,  Buckner,  and 
myself  upon  this  branch  of  the  subject  consisted  in  this,  viz : They 
thought  that  it  would  cost  three-fourths  of  the  command  to  cut  out.  I 
did  not  think  the  loss  would  be  so  great.  If  it  had  been  settled  that 
the  sacrifice  would  be  as  much  as  three-fourths,  I should  have  agreed 
with  them  that  it  was  wrong  to  make  the  attempt. 

Again,  I believe  we  could  have  maintained  our  position  another  day, 
and  have  saved  the  army  by  getting  back  our  boats  and  setting  the  com- 
mand across  the  river;  but,  inasmuch  as  General  Buckner  was  of  opinion 
that  he  could  not  hold  his  position  half  an  hour  and  I could  not  fiossibly 
do  more  than  hold  my  own  portion  of  the  line,  I had  no  alternative  but 
but  to  submit  to  the  decision  of  a majority  of  my  brother  general  officers. 

While  I thus  differed  with  them  in  ojiinion,  I still  think  I did  right 
in  acquiescing  in  opinion  with  them.  We  all  agreed  in  opinion  ihat  we 
could  not  long  maintain  the  fiosition  against  such  overwhelming  num- 
bers of  fresh  troops  as  were  daily  arriving.  We  all  agreed  that  the 
army  had  performed  prodigies  of  valor,  and  that,  if  iiossible,  further 
sacrifice  should  be  avoided.  Men  will  differ  or  agree  according  to  their 
mental  organizations.  I censure  not  their  opinions  nor  do  I claim  merit 
for  my  own.  The  whole  matter  is  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  the 
Government. 

Since  my  original  report  was  prepared  I have  seen  and  read  the  official 
reports  of  General  Grant  and  Commodore  Foote.  From  these  reports 
I learn  that  the  damage  done  the  enemy’s  fleet  of  gunboats  on  the  13th 
[14th]  was  greater  by  tar  than  was  represented  in  my  original  report. 
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Four  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats  were  badly  disabled,  receiving  over  100 
shots  from  our  battery,  many  of  which  went  entirely  through  from  stem 
to  stern,  tearing  the  frame  of  the  boats  and  machinery  to  jheces,  killing 
and  wounding  55  of  their  crews,  among  whom  was  the  commodore  him- 
self. There  can,  therefore,  no  longer  be  a doubt  as  to  the  vulnerability 
of  these  to  heavy  shots;  but  it  required  a desperate  tight  to  settle  the 
question,  and  there  is  danger  that  the  public  mind  will  run  from  one 
extreme  to  the  other,  and  arrive  at  a conclusion  underrating  the  power 
of  the  enemy’s  gunboats. 

In  estimating  the  loss  inflicted  upon  the  enemy  on  the  15th,  I saw 
that  the  whole  field  of  battle  for  a mile  and  a half  was  covered  with  his 
dead  and  wounded,  and  believe  that  his  loss  could  not  fall  short  of 
5,000  men.  I am  satisfied,  from  published  letters  of  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  enemy  and  from  the  acknowledgments  of  the  NTorthern  press, 
that  his  loss  was  much  greater  than  was  originally  estimated  in  my 
report. 

I stated  in  my  original  report  that  after  we  had  driven  the  enemy 
from  and  captured  his  battery  on  the  Wynn’s  Ferry  road,  and  were 
pursuing  him  around  to  our  right,  and  after  we  had  met  and  overcome 
a fresh  force  of  the  enemy  on  the  route  towards  his  gunboats,  I called 
oft’  the  ])ursuit,  but  in  the  hurry  in  which  that  report  was  prepared  I 
omitted  to  state  my  reasons  for  so  doing.  I knew  that  the  enemy  had 
twenty  boat  loads  of  fresh  troops  at  his  landing,  then  only  about  3 miles 
distant.  I knew,  from  the  great  loss  my  command  had  sustained  dur- 
ing the  ])rotracted  fight  of  over  seven  liours,  my  command  was  in  no 
condition  to  meet  a large  body  of  fresh  troops,  who,  I Imd  every  reason 
to  believe,  were  then  rapidly  approaching  the  field. 

General  Buckner’s  command,  so  far  as  labor  was  concerned,  was  com- 
paratively fresh,  but  its  demoralization,  from  being  repulsed  hy  the  bat- 
tery, had  unfitted  it  to  meet  and  fight  a.  large  body  of  fresh  troops.  I 
therefore  called  oft’  the  pursuit,  explained  my  reasons  to  General  Floyd, 
who  approved  the  order.  This  explanation  is  now  given  as  necessary 
to  a proper  understanding  of  that  order.  It  is  further  proper  to  say 
that  from  the  moment  of  my  arrival  at  Donelson  I had  the  whole  force 
engaged  night  and  day  in  the  work  of  strengthening  my  ])osition  until 
the  fighting  commenced  and  Avhen  the  fighting  ceased  at  niglit  it  was 
again  at  work. 

1 did  not,  therefore,  and  could  not,  get  a single  morning  report  of  the 
strength  of  my  command.  The  four  Virginia  regiments  did  not  exceed, 
I am  confident,  350  men  each  for  duty.  The  Texas  regiment  did  not 
number  300  men.  Several  Mississippi  regiments  were  nearly  equally 
reduced,  while  those  of  Colonels  Voorbies,  Abernathy,  and  Hughes  (new 
regiments)  were  almost  disbanded  by  measles,  and  did  not  exceed  200 
men  each  for  dut3^  Colonel  Browder’s  regiment  had  but  60  men,  and  it 
was,  by  my  order,  placed  under  Captain  Parker,  to  Avork  artillery.  All 
others  were  greatly  reduced  by  wastage.  The  whole  force,  therefore, 
was  greatly  less  than  Avould  be  supposed  from  the  number  of  nominal 
regiments. 

Of  this  force  General  Floyd,  under  his  agreement  Avith  General  Buck- 
ner before  he  turned  over  the  command,  drew  out  a large  portion  of  his 
brigade  (how  many  I do  not  know),  by  taking  possession  of  the  steamer 
Anderson,  which  arriA^ed  at  Dover  just  before  day,  and  setting  them 
across  the  riA’er.  A large  portion  of  the  cavalry,  under  orders,  passed 
out.  All  of  the  cavalry  was  ordered  to  cut  out,  and  could  haA^e  gone 
out  but  for  the  timidity  of  officers.  Several  thousand  infantry  escaped, 
one  Avay  or  another,  many  of  Avhom  are  now  at  this  place,  and  all  others 
are  ordered  here  as  a rendezA^ous  for  reorganization. 
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From  the  list  of  prisoners  published  in  Northern  papers,  which  [ 
have  seen,  it  required  the  i)risoners  of  six  regiments  to  make  900  unm. 
1 do  not  believe  that  the  number  of  ])risoners  exceeded  that  stated  by 
the  Northern  papers,  which  is  put  at  5,170  privates. 

During  the  afternoon  of  the  15th  I liad  caused  the  arms  lost  by  the 
enemy  to  be  gathered  up  from  about  half  the  field  of  battle,  and  had 
hauled  and  stacked  up  over  5,000  stand  of  arms  and  six  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, all  of  which  were  lost  in  the  surrender  of  the  place  for  want  of 
transportation  to  bring  them  awa^x 

In  regard  to  the  enemy’s  force  with  which  we  were  engaged  in  the  battle 
of  Dover,  General  Grant,  in  an  official  rei)ort,  says  that  he  had  taken 
15,000  prisoners;  that  Generals  Floyd  and  Pillow  made  their  escape 
with  about  15,000  men,  and  that  the  forces  engaged  were  about  equal. 
While  his  estimate  of  the  number  of  ])risouers  taken  and  the  number 
with  which  General  Floyd  escaped  is  wide  of  the  mark,  yet  the  aggre- 
gate of  the  numbers,  as  given  by  himself,  is  30,000,  and  his  acknowledg- 
ment that  the  forces  were  about  equal  furnishes  conclusive  evidence 
that  we  fought  30,000  men,  the  same  number  giv  en  by  prisoners  we  had 
taken  and  agreeing  with  my  original  estimate  of  his  strength. 

General  Halleck,  in  a telegraphic  dispatch  of  February  10,  from  Saint 
Louis  to  General  McClellan,  said  he  had  invested  Fort  Donelson  with  a 
force  of  50,000  men,  and  he  had  no  doubt  all  communication  and  supplies 
were  cut  off.  This  corroborates  Grant’s  statement,  for  the  troops  whicli 
arrived  on  the  14th  and  15th,  yet,  being  twenty  steamboat  loads,  had 
not  reached  the  battle-field  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  and  it  is  prob- 
able that  parts  of  those  that  arrived  on. the  evening  of  the  13th  had  not 
reached  it. 

These  sources  of  information  make  it  clear  that  we  fought  30,000  of 
the  enemy  on  the  15th;  and  that  we  were  reinvested  that  night  with  all 
the  enemy’s  disposable  force,  including  his  fresh  troops,  cannot  be 
doubted. 

Nothing  has  occurred  to  change  my  original  estimate  of  our  loss  in  the 
several  conflicts  with  the  enemy  at  the  trenches,  with  the  gunboats,  and 
in  the  battle  of  Dover.  My  original  estimate  was  that  our  loss  in  killed 
was  from  1,500  to  2,000.  We  sent  up  from  Dover  1,134  wounded.  A 
Federal  surgeon’s  certificate  which  I have  seen  says  there  were  about 
400  wounded  Confederates  in  the  hospital  at  Paducah,  making  1,534 
wounded.  I was  satisfied  that  the  killed  would  increase  the  number  to 
2,000. 

As  in  the  absence  still  of  regimental  and  brigade  commanders  it  is 
probable  that  I have  not  done  justice  to  all  the  officers  or  their  com- 
mands. 

To  Brigadier-General  Johnson’s  report,  which  is  herewith  forwarded, 
I particularly  refer  for  the  conduct  of  officers  and  commands  under  his 
immediate  observation  during  the  battle. 

The  forces  under  my  immediate  command  in  the  conflict  with  the 
enemy’s  right  did  not  exceed  7,000  men,  though  it  never  faltered,  and 
drove  the  enemy  from  the  ])osition  of  his  extreme  right  slowly  but 
steadily,  advancing  over  1^  miles,  carrying  the  ijositions  of  his  first  bat- 
tery and  two  of  his  guns  and  of  the  battery  on  the  Wynn’s  Ferry  road 
taking  four  more  guns,  and  afterwards,  uniting  with  General  Buckner’s 
command,  drove  him  (the  enemy')  back,  sustained  by  a large  accession 
of  fresh  troops.  Yet  it  is  manifest  that  the  points  of  our  victory  would 
have  been  far  greater  had  General  Buckner’s  column  been  successful  in 
its  assault  upon  the  Wynn’s  Ferry  road  battery. 

Equally  clear  is  it  that  the  enemy,  eftecting  a lodgment  in  General 
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Buckner’s  rifle  pits,  on  bis  right,  brought  the  couimancl  and  position 
into  extreme  peril,  making  it  absolutely  necessary  to  take  immediate 
action,  in  which  we  were  under  the  necessity  of  cutting  our  way  out,  of 
holding  out  another  day,  and  throwing  the  command  across  the  river, 
or  of  capitulation.  My  own  position  upon  these  several  propositions 
having  been  explained  more  fully  and  in  detail  in  this  my  supplemental 
report,  nothing  more  remains  in  the  performance  of  my  duty  to  the 
Government  but  to  subscribe  myself,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

GID.  J.  PILLOW, 
Brigadier -GeneraL  C.  JS.  Army. 

Col.  W.  AV.  Mackall, 

Assistant  A djutant- General. 

P.  S. — That  there  may  be  no  doubt  about  the  facts  stated  in  this 
report,  I append  the  sworn  testimony  of  Colonels  Burch  and  Forrest, 
Alajors  Henry,  Haynes,  and  Asicholson,  to  which  I ask  the  attention  of 
the  Government. 

[Inclosui’e  No.  l.J 

Headquarters  Fort  Donelson, 

February  10,  1862. 

1 am  api)rehensive,  from  the  large  accumulation  of  the  enemy’s  forces 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Henry,  that  the  enemy  will  attempt  to  cross 
the  country  south  of  my  position  and  cut  my  communication  by  river, 
thus  depriving  me  of  supplies  from  above.  The  country  south  of  me 
is  exceedingly  broken  and  rugged,  so  much  so  as  to  be  nearly  imi)ra(5- 
ticable,  but  the  enemy  may  ])ossibly  make  it.  His  difficulty  will  be  in 
I)rocuring  supplies  for  his  forces,  which  is  one  almost  (if  not  altogether) 
insurmountable.  I think  that  is  my  safety. 

The  conflict  of  yesterday  between  our  cavalry  and  that  of  the  enemy 
resulted  in  3 of  ours  wounded  and  20  of  ours  taken  prisoners  by  being 
thrown  from  their  horses  and  in  3 of  the  enemy  killed  and  6 mortally 
wounded.  Three  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats  have  gone  up  the  Tennessee 
River  above  the  bridge.  The  Eastport,  which  we  were  converting  into 
a gunboat,  was  burned  and  sunk,  as  was  one  steamboat,  to  keep  them 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  enemy  have  destroyed 
the  high  trestle  work  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Tennessee  River,  but  have 
not  damaged  the  bridge. 

I am  pushing  the  work  on  my  river  batteries  day  and  night,  and  on 
my  held  works  and  defensive  lines  on  the  river  also  day  and  night.  In 
one  week’s  time  (if  lam  allowed  that  much  time)  I will  try  very  hard  to 
make  my  batteries  bomb-proof.  I am  now  raising  the  parapets  and 
strengthening  them.  I got  my  heavy  rifled  32-x)ounders  and  10-inch 
columbiad  in  position  to-day,  and  tried  them  and  my  whole  battery.  Tlui 
trial  was  most  satisfactory.  I need  two  additional  heavy  guns  very 
much,  and  if  I am  not  engaged  by  him  in  three  or  six  days,  1 shall  apjily 
for  the  42-pounders  at  Clarksville.  It  is  certain  that  if  I cannot  hold 
this  position,  the  two  42-])ounders  at  Clarksville  will  not  arrest  his  move- 
ments by  Clarksville.  Upon  one  thing  you  may  rest  assured,  viz,  that 
1 will  never  surrender  the  position,  and  with  God’s  help  I mean  to  maiu- 
idin  It. 

L send  up  the  Hillman  for  a boat  load  of  flour  and  meat.  Let  her 
bring  a lull  load.  You  will  please  give  orders  accordingly  to  the  com- 
missary of  your  post.  I shall  continue  to  draw  supplies  of  subsistence 
to  this  place  until  I have  a heavy  store  on  hand. 

I have  established  a line  of  vedettes  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Cum- 
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berland  to  witliin  8 miles  of  Smitlilaiid.  so  that  I will  be  posted  of  the 
movements  and  advance  of  the  enemy. 

I hope  you  will  order  forward  at  once  the  tents  and  baggage  of  the 
trooi)S  of  General  Buckner’s  command,  as  they  are  suffering  very  much 
for  want  of  them  this  cold  weather. 

I must  request  that  you  will  forward  this  letter,  after  reading  it,  to 
General  Johnston.  My  engagements  and  duties  press  me  so  much  that 
1 cannot  address  you  botli,  and  knowing  his  anxiety,  I am  anxious  to 
place  before  him  the  intelligence  contained  in  the  letter. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GID.  J.  PILLOW, 

Brigadier -General^  C.  S.  Army,  Commanding, 

General  Floyd. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Statement  of  Col.  John  C.  Burch. 

Decatur,  Ala.,  March  15,  1862. 

On  Saturday  evening,  February  15,  all  of  the  boats  which  we  had  at 
Donelson  were  sent  ux)  the  river  with  our  sick,  wounded,  and  prisoners. 
After  snxiper  a council  of  officers  was  held  at  Brigadier-General  Pillow’s 
headquarters.  I was  not  present  at  this  council,  but  during  its  session, 
lieing  in  an  adjoining  room,  I learned  from  some  officers  that  intelligence 
had  been  received  from  scouts  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  that  fourteen 
of  the  enemy’s  transxiorts  were-  landing  re- enforcements  or  2 miles 
below  ns,  at  their  usual  place  of  landing. 

After  I learned  this,  and  during  the  session  of  the  same  council,  two 
conriers  came  to  Brigadier- General  Buckner,  one,  and  perhaps  both, 
sent  by  Captain  Graves,  of  the  artillery — one  stating  that  a large  force 
was  forming  in  front  of  our  right  (General  Buckner’s)  wing,  the  second 
.stating  that  large  bodies  of  the  enemy  were  seen  moving  in  front  of  our 
right  around  towards  our  left. 

After  the  adjournment  of  this  council,  about  11  or  12  o’clock,  I 
learned  that  it  had  been,  determined  to  evacuate  the  post,  cut  our  way 
through  the  right  wing  of  the  enemy’s  investing  force,  and  make  our 
way  towards  Charlotte,  in  Dickson  County. 

Orders  were  given  for  the  command  to  be  in  readiness  to  march  at  4 
a.  m.  After  this,  being  in  General  Pillow’s  iirivate  room,  where  Gen- 
erals Floyd,  Pillow,  and  Buckner  all  were,  two  scouts  came  in,  stating 
that  the  enemy’s  camp-fires  could  be  seen  at  the  same  x)laces  in  front 
of  our  left  that  they  had  occupied  Friday.  From  the  remarks  of  the 
generals  this  information  Seemed  to  be  confirmatory  of  information 
which  they  had  x^reviously  received. 

Major  Bice,  an  intelligent  citizen  of  Dover,  was  called  in  and  inter- 
rogated as  to  the  character  of  the  road  to  Charlotte.  His  account  of  it 
was  decidedly  unfavorable.  In  the  course  of  the  conversation  which 
then  ibllowed among  the  generals — General  Pillow  insisting  upon  carry- 
ing out  the  x^i’evious  determination  of  the  council — to  cut  our  way  out 
Brigadier-General  Buckner  said  that  such  was  the  exhausted  condition 
of  the  men  that  it  they  should  succeed  in  cutting  their  way  out  it  would 
be  at  a heavy  sacrifice;  and  if  pursued  by  the  large  cavalry  force  of  the 
enemy  they  would  be  almost  entirely  cut  to  pieces.  General  Floyd  con- 
<mrred  with  General  Buckner.  General  Pillow  said : ‘‘  Then  we  can  fight 
them  another  day  in  our  trenches,  and  by  to-morrow  night  we  can  have 
boats  enough  here  to  transport  our  troox)S  across  the  river  and  let  them 
make  their  escaxieto  Clarksville.”  General  Buckner  said  that  sncli  was 
the  position  of  the  enemy  on  his  right,  and  the  demoralization  of  his 
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forces  from  exposure  and  exbaiistioii  tliat  be  could  not  liold  bis  trendies 
half  an  bour.  As  an  illustration  of  tbe  correctness  of  bis  remark  be 
said : You,  gentlemen,  know  that  yesterday  morning  I considered  tbe 
Second  Kentucky  (Hanson’s)  Eegiment  as  good  a regiment  as  tbere  was 
in  tbe  service;  yet  sucb  was  tbeir  condition  yesterday  afternoon  that, 
when  I learned  tbe  enemy  was  in  tbeir  trenches  (wbicli  were  to  our' ex- 
treme right  and  detached  from  tbe  others),  before  I could  rally  and  form 
them  I bad  to  take  at  least  twenty  men  by  the  shoulders  and  pull  them 
into  line  as  a nucleus  for  formation.”  General  Floyd  concurred  with 
General  Buckner  in  bis  opinion  as  to  tbe  impossibility  of  bolding  tbe 
trenches  longer,  and  asked:  ‘^Wbat  shall  we  do?”  General  Buckner 
stated  that  no  officer  bad  a right  to  sacrifice  bis  men;  referred  to  tbe 
various  successes  since  Wednesday  at  Donelson,  and  concluded  by  say- 
ing that  an  officer  who  bad  successfully  resisted  an  assault  of  a much 
larger  force  and  was  still  surrounded  by  an  increased  force  could  sur- 
render with  honor,  and  that  we  bad  accomplished  much  more  than 
was  required  by  this  rule.  General  Pillow  said  that  be  never  would 
surrender.  General  Floyd  said  that  be  would  suffer  any  fate  before  be 
would  surrender  or  fall  into  tbe  bands  of  tbe  enemy  alive.  At  tbe  sug- 
gestion of  some  one  present  be  said  that  personal  considerafions  in- 
ffuenced  him  in  coming  to  this  determination,  and  further  stated  that 
sucb  considerations  should  never  govern  a general  officer.  Colonel  For- 
rest, of  tbe  cavalry,  who  was  present,  said  be  would  die  before  he  would 
surrender ; that  sucb  of  bis  men  as  would  follow  him  be  would  take  out. 
General  Floyd  said  be  would  take  bis’  chances  with  Forrest,  and  asked 
General  Buckner  if  be  would  make  the  surrender.  General  Buckner 
asked  him  if  be  (General  Floyd)  would  pass  tbe  command  to  him.  Gen- 
eral Floyd  replied  in  the  affirmative.  I understood  General  Pillow  as 
doing  tbe  same.  ‘‘  Then,”  said  General  Buckner,  “ I shall  propose  terms 
of  capitulation ;”  and  asked  for  ink  and  paper,  and  directed  one  of  bis 
staff*  to  send  for  a bugler  and  prepare  white  flags  to  plant  at  various 
points  on  our  works. 

Preparations  were  immediately  begun  to  be  made  by  General  Floyd 
and  staff'.  General  Pillow  and  staff*,  and  Colonel  Forrest  to  leave.  This 
was  about  3 a.  m.  It  was  suggested  by  some  one  that  two  boats  that 
were  known  to  be  coming  down  might  arrive  before  day,  and  General 
Floyd  asked  if  they  came  that  be  might  be  permitted  to  take  off*  on  them 
bis  troops.  General  Buckner  replied  that  all  might  leave  who  could 
before  bis  note  was  sent  to  General  Grant,  tbe  Federal  commander. 
Thus  ended  tbe  conference. 

After  this  I met  or  called  General  Pillow  in  tbe  passage,  and  asked 
him  if  tbere  was  any  possibility  of  a misunderstanding  as  to  bis  position. 
He  thought  not;  but  I suggested  to  him  the  propriety  of  again  seeing 
Generals  Floyd  and  Buckner,  and  see  that  there  was  no  possibility  of 
bis  position  being  misunderstood  by  them.  He  said  be  would,  and  re- 
turned to  tbe  room  in  which  the  conference  was  held. 

In  my  statement  of  what  transpired  and  of  tbe  conversations  that 
were  bad  I do  not  pretend  to  have  given  tbe  exact  language  used,  and 
I may  be  mistaken  as  to  tbe  order  of  tbe  remarks  that  I have  endeav- 
ored to  narrate. 

JNO.  C.  BUECH, 

Aide  to  General  Pillow, 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  loth  day  of  March,  1862. 

LEYI  SUGAES, 

Intendant  of  the  Town  of  Decatur,  Ala., 

- and  ex-officio  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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[Inelosure  No.  3.J 

Statement  of  Col.  N.  B.  Forrest 

March  15,  18G2. 

Between  1 and  2 o’clock  on  Sunday  morning,  rebrnary  10,  lieing  sent 
for,  I arrived  at  General  Pillow’s  headquarters,  and  found  him.  General 
Floyd,  and  General  Buckner  in  conversation.  General  Pillow  told  me 
that  they  had  received  information  that  the  enemy  were  again  occupy- 
ing the  same  ground  they  had  occupied  the  morning  before.  1 told  liim 
I did  not  believe  it,  as  I had  left  that  part  of  the  field,  on  onr  left,  late 
the  evening  before.  He  told  me  he  had  sent  out  scouts,  who  reported  a 
large  force  of  the  enemy  moving  around  to  onr  left.  He  instructed  me 
to  go  immediately  and  send  two  reliable  men  to  ascertain  the  condition 
of  a road  running  near  the  river  bank  and  between  the  enemy’s  right 
and  the  river,  and  also  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the  enemy.  I obeyed 
his  instructions  and  awaited  the  return  of  tJie  scouts.  They  stated  that 
they  saw  no  enemy,  but  could  see  their  fires  in  the  same  place  where 
they  were  Friday  night;  that  from  their  examination  and  information 
obtained  from  a citizen  living  on  the  river  road  the  water  was  about  to 
the  saddle  skirts,  and  the  mud  about  half-leg  deep  in  the  bottom  where 
it  had  been  overflowed.  The  bottom  was  about  a quarter  of  a mile  wide 
and  the  water  then  about  100  yards  wide. 

During  the  conversation  that  then  ensued  among  the  general  officers 
General  Pillow  was  in  favor  of  trying  to  cut  our  way  out.  General  Buck- 
ner said  that  he  could  not  hold  his  iiosition  over  half  an  hour  in  the 
morning,  and  that  if  he  attempted  to  take  his  force  out  it  would  be  seen 
by  the  enemy  (who  held  part  of  his  intrenchments),  and  be  followed  and 
cut  to  iiieces.  I told  him  that  I would  take  my  cavalry  around  there 
and  he  could  draw  out  under  cover  of  them.  He  said  that  an  attempt 
to  cut  our  way  out  would  involve  the  loss  of  three-fourths  of  the  men. 
General  Floyd  said  onr  force  was  so  demoralized  as  to  cause  him  to  agree 
with  General  Buckner  as  to  our  probable  loss  in  attempting  to  cut  onr 
way  out.  I said  that  I would  agree  to  cut  my  way  through  the  enemy’s 
lines  at  any  iioint  the  general  might  designate,  and  stated  that  I could 
keep  back  their  cavalry,  which  General  Buckner  thought  would  greatly 
harass  onr  infantry  in  retreat.  General  Buckner  or  General  Floyd  said 
that  they  (the  enemy)  would  bring  their  artillery  to  bear  on  ns.  I went 
out  of  the  room,  and  when  I returned  General  Floyd  said  he  could  not 
and  would  not  surrender  himself.  I then  asked  it  they  were  going  to 
surrender  the  command.  General  Buckner  remarked  that  they  were. 
I then  stated  that  I had  not  come  out  for  the  ])nrpose  of  surrendering 
my  command,  and  would  not  do  it  if  they  would  follow  me  out ; that  1 
intended  to  go  out  if  I saved  but  one  man ; and  then  turning  to  General 
Pillow  I asked  him  what  I should  do.  He  replied,  “ Cut  yonr  way  out.” 
I immediately  left  the  house  and  sent  for  all  the  officers  under  my  com- 
mand, and  stated  to  them  the  facts  that  had  occurred  and  stated  my 
determination  to  leave,  and  remarked  that  all  who  wanted  to  go  could 
follow  me,  and  those  who  wished  to  stay  and  take  the  consequences 
might  remain  in  camp.  All  of  my  own  regiment  and  Captain  Williams, 
of  Helm’s  Kentnck;v  regiment,  said  they  would  go  with  me  if  the  last 
man  fell.  Colonel  Gantt  was  sent  for  and  urged  to  get  out  his  battalion 
as  often  as  three  times,  but  he  and  two  Kentucky  (?omi)anies  (Captains 
Wilcox  and  Huey)  refused  to  come.  I marched  out  the  remainder  of 
my  command,  with  Captain  Porter’s  artillery  horses,  and  about  200  men 
of  different  commands  up  the  river  road  and  across  the  overflow,  which 
I found  to  be  about  saddle-skirt  deep.  The  weather  was  intensely  cold ; 
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a great  many  of  the  men  were  already  frost-bitten,  and  it  was  tlie  opin- 
ion of  the  generals  that  the  infantry  could  not  have  passed  through  the 
water  and  have  survived  it. 

K B.  rOKEEST, 

Colonelj  Commanding  Forrests  Regiment  of  Cavalry. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  on  the  15th  day  of  March,  1862. 

LEVI  SUGAES, 

Intendant  of  the  Town  of  Decatur^  Ala.^ 
and  ex-officio  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

[Inclosure  No.  4.] 

Statement  of  Maj.  Gus.  A.  Henry. 

Decatur,  Ala.,  March  13,  1862. 

On  the  morning  of  Febrjiary  16  I was  present  during  the  council  of 
war,  held  in  Brigadier-General  Pillow’s  headquarters,  at  Dover,  Tenn., 
Generals  Eloyd,  Pillow,  Buckner,  and  General  Pillow’s  staff  being  pres- 
ent. On  account  of  being  very  much  exhausted  from  the  fight  of  the 
15th  instant  I slept  the  forepart  of  the  night,  and  came  down-stairs 
from  my  room  into  General  Pillow’s  about  1 or  2 o’clock.  At  the  time 
I entered  General  Pillow’s  room  it  had  been  decided  that  we  should 
fight  our  way  out,  and  General  Pillow  gave  me  orders  to  gather  up  all 
the  papers  and  books  belonging  to  my  department ; whereupon  I imme- 
diately executed  the  orders  given  to  me,  and  then  returned  to  General 
Pillow’s  room,  when  a change  of  operations  had  been  decided  upon,  on 
account  of  information  received  from  scouts,  ordered  out  by  General 
Pillow,  to  ascertain  whether  the  enemy  had  reoccupied  the  ground  they 
were  driven  from  the  day  previous.  The  scouts  returned  and  reported 
that  the  enemy  had  swung  entirely  around,  and  were  in  possession  of 
the  very  same  ground.  General  Pillow,  being  still  in  doubt,  sent  a sec- 
ond party  of  scouts,  who  made  a thorough  reconnaissance,  and  reported 
that  the  woods  were  perfectly  alive  with  troops,  and  that  their  camp- 
fires were  burning  in  every  direction. 

General  Pillow  then  sent  a party  of  cavalry  to  inspect  a slough  that 
was  filled  with  backwater  from  the  river,  to  see  if  infantry  could  pass. 
They  returned,  after  having  made  a thorough  examination  on  horseback 
and  on  foot,  and  reported  that  infantry  could  not  iiass,  but  they  thought 
cavalry  could. 

Communication  being  thus  cut  off',  General  Pillow  urged  the  pro- 
priety of  making  a desperate  attempt  to  cut  our  way  out,  whatever 
might  be  the  consequences,  or  make  a fight  in  the  work  and  hold  our 
liosition  one  more  day,  by  which  time  we  could  get  steamboats  sufficient 
to  put  the  whole  command  over  the  river  and  make  our  escape  by  the 
way  of  Clarksville. 

General  Buckner  then  said  that,  in  consequence  of  the  worn-out  con- 
dition and  demoralization  of  the  troops  under  his  command,  and  the 
occupation  of  his  rifle  pits  on  his  extreme  right  by  the  enemy,  he  could 
not  hold  his  position  a half  hour  after  being  attacked,  which  he  thought 
would  begin  about  daylight. 

General  Pillow  then  said  that  by  the  enemy’s  occupation  of  the  rifle 
pits  on  General  Buckner’s  right  it  was  an  open  gateway  to  our  river 
battery,  and  that  he  thought  we  ought  to  cut  our  way  through,  carry- 
ing with  us  as  many  as  possible,  leaving  the  killed  and  wounded  on  the 
field. 

General  Buckner  then  said  that  it  would  cost  three-fourths  of  the 
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command  to  get  the  other  out,  and  that  lie  did  not  think  any  general 
had  the  right  to  make  such  a sacritice  of  human  life. 

General  Floyd  agreed  with  General  Buckner  on  this  point. 

General  Pillow  then  rose  up  and  said,  “Gentlemen,  as  you  refuse  to 
make  an  attempt  to  cut  our  way  out,  and  General  Buckner  says  he  will 
not  be  able  to  hold  his  position  a half  hour  after  being  attacked,  there 
is  only  one  alternative  left,  that  is  capitulation,”  and  then  and  there 
remarked  that  he  would  not  surrender  the  command  or  himself  j that 
he  would  die  first. 

General  Floyd  then  spoke  out,  and  said  that  he  would  not  surrender 
the  command  or  himself. 

General  Buckner  remarked  that,  if  placed  in  command,  he  would  sur- 
render the  command  and  share  its  fate. 

General  Floyd  then  said,  “General  Buckner,  if  I ifiace  you  in  com- 
mand, will  you  alloAV  me  to  get  out  as  much  of  my  brigade  as  I can 

General  Buckner  replied,  “ I will,  provided  you  do  so  before  the 
enemy  receives  my  proposition  for  capitulation.” 

General  Floyd  then  turned  to  General  Pillow  and  said,  “1  turn  the 
command  over,  sir.” 

General  Pillow  replied  promptly,  “I  iiass  it.” 

General  Buckner  said,  “I  assume  it.  Give  me  pen,  ink,  and  paper, 
and  send  for  a bugler.” 

General  Pillow  then  started  out  of  the  room  to  make  arrangements 
for  his  escape,  when  Colonel  Forrest  said  to  him,  “General  Pillow,  what 
shall  I do  ?”  - General  Pillow  replied,  “Out  your  way  out,  sir.”  Forrest 
said,  “I  will  do  it,”  and  left  the  room. 

GUS.  A.  HEi^^EY,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Brigadier-General  Pillow. 


State  of  Alabama, 

Morgan  County^  ss : 

This  day  iiersonally  came  before  me,  Levi  Sugars,  iutendant  of  the 
town  of  Decatur,  county  and  State  aforesaid,  Maj.  Gus.  A.  Henry,  jr., 
who  makes  oath  in  due  form  of  law  that  the  above  statements  are  true. 

GUS.  A.  HENEY,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  on  the  14th  day  of  March,  1862. 

LEVI  SUGAES, 

Intcndant. 


[Inclosure  Xo.  5.] 


Statement  of  Maj.  W.  H.  Haynes. 


Office  of  Division  Commissary, 

Decatur.^  Ala..,  March  13,  1862, 

I was  present  at  the  council  of  officers  held  at  Brig.  Gen.  Gideon  J. 
Pillow’s  headquarters,  in  the  town  of  Dover,  Tenn.,  on  the  morning  of 
February  16.  Was  awoke  in  my  quarters  at  1 a.  m.  by  Col.  John  0. 
Burch,  aide-de  camp,  and  ordered  to  report  to  General  Pillow  forthwith. 
I instantly  proceeded  to  headquarters,  where  I saw  Brigadier- Generals 
Floyd,  Pillow,  and  Buckner,  Colonel  Forrest,  Majors  Henry  (assistant 
adjutant-general),  Gilmer,  and  Jones,  and  Lieutenants  FTicholson  and 
Martin  j the  two  latter  volunteer  aides  to  General  Pillow.  Gn  my 
entrance  into  the  room  I was  accosted  by  General  Pillow,  and,  being- 
taken  to  one  side,  was  informed  by  him  that  they  had  determined  to  cut 
their  way  through  the  enemy’s  lines  and  retreat  from  Dover  to  Xash- 
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ville,  aiiil  lie  desired  me  to  destroy  all  the  commissary  stores  and  then 
make  my  escape  across  the  river.  I desired  to  know  at  what  hour  Gen- 
eral Pillow  wished  his  order  to  be  executed,  when,  looking  at  his  watch, 
he  replied,  “At  5.30  o’clock.”  I then  retired  from  the  room  to  inform 
my  assistants  of  the  order,  but  in  an  hour  returned  to  headquarters. 

On  re-entering  the  room  heard  General  Buckner  say,  “ I cannot  hold 
my  position  half  an  hour  after  the  attack,”  and  General  Pillow,  who 
was  sitting  next  to  General  Buckner  and  immediately  fronting  the  fire- 
place, promptly  asked,  “Why  can’t  you?”  at  the  same  time  adding,  “ I 
think  you  can  hold  your  i^osition ; I think  you  can,  sir.”  General  Buckner 
retorted,  “ I know  my  position ; I can  only  bring  to  bear  against  the 
enemy  about  4,000  men,  while  he  can  oppose  me  with  any  given  num- 
ber.” General  Pillow  then  said : “ Well,  gentlemen,  what  do  you  intend 
to  do ; I am  in  favor  of  fighting  out.”  General  Floyd  then  spoke  and 
asked  General  Buckner  what  he  had  to  say,  and  General  Buckner  an- 
swered quickly,  that  to  attempt  to  cut  a way  through  the  enemy’s  lines 
and  retreat  would  cost  a sacrifice  of  three-fourths  of  the  command,  and 
no  commander  had  a right  to  make  such  a sacrifice.  General  Floyd, 
concurring,  remarked,  “We  will  have  to  capitulate;  but,  gentlemen,  1 
cannot  surrender ; you  know  my  ijosition  with  the  Federals  ; it  w^ouldn’t 
do;  it  wouldn’t  do;”  whereux)on  General  Pillow,  addressing  General 
Floyd,  said,  “I  will  not  surrender  myself  nor  the  command;  will  die 
first.”  “Then  I suppose,  gentlemen,”  said  General  Buckner,  “the  sur- 
render will  devolve  upon  me.”  General  Floyd  replied,  speaking  to  Gen- 
eral Buckner,  “ General,  if  you  are  put  in  command  will  you  allow  me 
to  take  out  by  the  river  my  brigade?”  “Yes,  sir,”  responded  General 
Buckner,  “ if  you  move  your  command  before  the  enemy  act  upon  my 
communication  ofiering  to  capitulate.”  Then,  sir,”  said  General  Floyd, 
“ I surrender  the  command,”  and  General  Pillow,  who  was  next  in  com- 
mand, very  quickly  exclaimed,  “I  will  not  accept  it;  I will  never  sur- 
render ;”  and  while  speaking  turned  to  CTeneral  Buckner,  who  remarked, 
“ I will  accei)t  and  share  the  fate  of  my  command,”  and  called  for  pen, 
ink,  paper,  and  a bugler. 

After  the  capitulation  was  determined  upon  General  Pillow  wished 
to  knoAV  if  it  would  be  improper  for  him  to  make  his  escape,  when  Gen- 
eral Floyd  replied  that  the  question  was  one  for  every  man  to  decide  for 
himself,  but  he  would  be  glad  for  every  one  to  escape  that  could.  “ Then, 
sir,  I shall  leave  here,”  replied  General  Pillow.  Colonel  Forrest,  who 
was  in  the  room  and  heard  what  passed,  then  spoke:  “ I think  there  is 
more  fight  in  these  men  than  you  all  suppose,  and,  if  you  will  let  me,  I 
will  take  out  my  command.”  General  Pillow,  responding  to  him,  “Yes, 
sir ; take  out  your  command ; cut  your  way  out.”  Generals  Floyd  and 
Buckner  assented.  General  Floyd  by  saying,  “Yes,  take  out  your  com- 
mand,” and  General  Buckner  by  expressing,  “ I have  no  objection.” 

The  means  of  getting  away  was  then  discussed,  and  soon  after  Ave 
began  to  disperse.  While  the  gentlemen  were  leaving  the  room  I ap- 
])roached  General  Buckner  and  wished  to  know  if  General  Pillow’s  order 
to  destroy  the  commissary  stores  should  be  carried  out,  and  he  answered, 
“ Major  Haynes,  I countermand  the  order.” 

It  may  be  proper  for  me  to  say  that  I never  met  General  Pillow  be- 
fore the  morning  of  February  9,  having  been  upon  Brig.  Gen.  Charles 
Clark’s  staff  since  my  entrance  into  the  service,  and  only  went  to  Honel- 
son  with  General  Pillow  to  take  temporary  charge  of  the  commissariat. 
General  Pillow  assigned  me  to  duty  on  his  staff  after  arriving  at  Donel- 
son,  February  10. 

W.  H.  HAYNES, 

Major  and  Brigade  Commissary. 
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State  of  Alabama, 

Morgan  County^  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Levi  Sugars,  iiitendaiit  of  the  town  of 
Decatur,  and  ex  officio  justice  of  the  peace,  Maj.  W.  H.  Ilaynes,  who 
makes  oath  that  the  statements  herein  made,  relating  to  what  was  said 
in  the  council  of  officers  on  the  morning  of  February  IG,  1802,  is  true. 

W.  II.  HAYNES, 

Major  and  Brigade  Com..  Prov.  Aryny^  Confederate  States. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  on  this  the  14th  of  March,  1802. 

LEVI  SUOAPS, 

Intendant. 


[Inclosuve  No.  6.] 


Htinter  Nicholson'’s  statement. 


I was  present  at  the  council  of  war,  held  at  Brigadier-General  Pillow’s 
headquarters,  in  Dover,  on  Saturday  night,  February  15,  1802.  I came 
into  the  room  about  2 o’clock.  There  were  present  Generals  Floyd,  Pil- 
low, and  Buckner,  Major  Gilmer,  Colonel  Forrest,  and  several  staff  offi- 
cers, among  whom  I distinctly  remember  Major  Henry  and  Colonel 
Burch,  of  General  Pillow’s  staff. 

The  generals  were  discussing  the  necessity  and  practicability  of  march- 
ing the  forces  out  of  the  intrenchments  and  evacuating  the  place.  Major 
Pice,  a resident  of  Dover,  and  aide-de-cami)  of  General  Pillow,  was  de- 
scribing the  nature  of  the  country  and  character  of  the  roads  over  which 
the  army  would  have  to  pass.  He  referred  to  some  citizen — I think  a 
doctor,  but  do  not  remember  his  name — whom  he  represented  as  more 
familiar  with  the  roads.  In  a little  while,  or  perhaps  during  the  conver- 
sation of  Major  Pice,  the  gentleman  referred  to  was  announced.  He 
gave  a description  of  the  roads  which,  from  my  ignorance  of  the  locality, 
I am  unable  to  repeat.  The  substance  was,  however,  that,  though  ex- 
ceedingly difficult,  it  was  possible  to  pass  the  roads  with  light  baggage 
trains.  General  Pillow  asked  most  of  the  questions  propounded  to  this 
gentleman,  as  also  those  to  Major  Pice. 

At  this  point  I was  called  into  an  adjoining  room,  where  I remained 
but  a few  minutes.  When  I returned  Major  Jones,  brigade-quarter- 
master, was  just  entering  the  room.  General  Pillow  at  once  approached 
him,  and  taking  him  a little  one  side,  explained  to  him  that  it  had  been 
determined  to  evacuate  the  place,  and  that  he  must  prei)are  to  burn  the 
quartermaster’s  stores  in  his  hands.  Major  Jones  inquired  at  what  time. 
General  Pillow  replied,  ‘‘About  daybreak ; about  5.30  o’clock.”  Major 
Jones  left  very  soon,  and  1 did  not  see  him  in  the  room  afterwards,  that 
I r ecollect.  In  a few  minutes  Major  Haynes,  brigade  commissary,  entered 
the  room,  and  received  similar  instructions  as  to  the  commissary  stores 
under  his  charge. 

About  this  time  a scout  was  ushered  in,  who  answered  that  the  enemy 
had  reoccupied  the  lines  from  which  they  had  been  driven  during  the 
light  on  Saturday.  General  Pillow  doubted  if  the  scout  was  not  mis- 
taken ; so  another  was  sent  out.  About  half  an  hour  had  elapsed  when 
Major  Haynes  returned  and  remained  near  me  in  the  room  during  the 
remainder  of  the  discussion.  Just  as  he  entered  General  Buckner  r(‘- 
marked,  “I  am  confident  that  the  enemy  will  attack  my  lines  by  light, 
and  1 cannot  hold  them  for  half  an  hour.”  General  Pillow  replied 
quickly,  “Why  so;  why  so,  general?”  General  Buckner  replied,  “Be- 
(?ause  I can  bring  into  action  not  over  4,000  men,  and  they  demoralized 
by  long  and  uninterrupted  ex])osure  and  lighting,  while  they  can  bring 
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any  number  of  fresh  troops  to  the  attack.’’  General  Pillow  reihied, 
differ  with  you.  I think  you  can  hold  your  lines;  I think  you  can,  sir.” 
General  Buckner  replied,  ‘‘I  know  my  position,  and  I know  that  the 
lines  cannot  be  held  with  my  troops  in  the  present  condition.”  General 
Floyd,  it  was,  I think,  who  then  remarked,  “Then,  gentlemen,  a capitu- 
lation is  all  that  is  left  us.”  To  which  General  Pillow  replied,  “ I do  not 
think  so;  at  any  rate,  we  can  cut  our  way^  out.”  General  Buckner  re- 
plied, “To  cut  our  way  out  would  cost  three-fourths  of  our  men,  and  1 
do  not  think  any  commander  has  a right  to  sacrihce  three-fourths  of  his 
command  to  save  one-fourth.”  To  which  General  Floyd  replied,  “Cer- 
tainly not.” 

About  this  time  the  second  scout  sent  out  returned,  and  reported  the 
enemy"  in  force  occupying  the  position  trom  which  they^  had  been  driven. 
Thereupon  two  of  Colonel  Forrest’s  cavalry  were  sent  to  examine  the 
backwater  and  report  if  it  could  be  crossed  by"  the  army.  These  scouts 
returned  in  a short  time  and  reported  that  cavalry  could  pass,  but  in- 
fantry" could  not.  General  Buckner  then  asked,  “ Well,  gentlemen,  what 
are  we  to  do?”  General  Pillow  replied,  “You  understand  me,  gentle- 
men ; I am  for  holding  out  at  least  to-day,  getting  boats,  and  crossing  the 
command  over  the  river.  As  for  myself,  I will  never  surrender  the  com- 
mand or  myself;  1 will  die  first.”  General  Floyd  replied,  “Nor  will  I;  i 
cannot  and  will  not  surrender,  but  I must  confess  personal  reasons  control 
me.”  General  Buckner  replied,  “But  such  considerations  should  not 
control  a general’s  actions.”  General  Floyd  replied,  “Certainly  not; 
nor  would  I permit  it  to  cause  me  to  sacrifice  the  command.”  General 
Buckner  replied,  “Then  I suppose  the  duty  of  surrendering  the  com- 
mand will  devolve  on  me.”  General  Floyd  asked,  “How  will  you  pro- 
ceed?” General  Buckner  replied,  “I  will  send  a flag  asking  for  Gen- 
eral Grant’s  quarters,  that  I may  send  a message  to  him.  I will  propose 
an  armistice  of  six  hours  to  arrange  terms.”  A pause  here  ensued.  Tdien 
General  Buckner  asked,  “Am  I to  consider  the  command  as  turned  over 
to  me?”  General  Floyd  replied,  “ Certainly",  1 turn  over  the  command.” 
General  Pillow  replied  quickly,  “I  pass  it;  I will  not  surrender.”  Gen- 
eral Buckner  then  called  for  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  a bugler.  General 
Floyd  then  said,  “ Well,  general,  will  I be  permitted  to  take  my  little 
brigade  out  if  I can  ?”  General  Buckner  replied,  “ Certainly,  if  you  can 
get  them  out  before  the  terms  of  capitulation  are  agreed  on.”  Colonel 
Forrest  then  asked,  “Gentlemen,  have  I leave  to  cut  my  way  out  with 
my  command?”  GeneraT Pillow  replied,  “Yes,  sir;  cut  your  way  out;” 
and,  continuing,  “ Gentlemen,  is  there  any"thiug  wrong  in  my  leaving?” 
General  Floyd  replied,  “Every^  man  must  judge  for  himself  of  that.” 
General  Pillow  replied,  “Then  I shall  leave  this  place.”  Here  General 
Pillow  left  the  room,  but  returned  in  a short  time,  and,  taking  a seat  be- 
tween Generals  Floyd  and  Buckner,  said,  “Gentlemen,  in  order  that  we 
may  understand  each  other,  let  me  state  what  is  my  position;  I differ' 
with  you  as  to  the  cost  of  cutting  our  way  out,  but  if  it  were  ascertained 
that  it  would  cost  three-fourths  of  the  command,  I agree  that  it  would 
be  wrong  to  sacrifice  them  for  the  remaining  fourth.”  Generals  Floyd 
and  Buckner  replied,  “We  understand  you,  general,  and  you  under- 
stand us.”  After  this  I left  the  room,  and  soon  after  the  place. 

HUNTFK  NICHOLSON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  on  this  18th  day  of  March,  1862. 

LEVI  SHGABS, 

Intendant  of  the  Town  of  Decatur^  Ala.j 
and  ex-offieio  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Decatur^  Ala.j  March  10,  1862, 

Brig.  Gen.  Gideon  J.  Pillow, 

Chattanooga^  Tenn. : 

General  : Under  date  of  March  11  the  Secretary  of  War  says : 

The  reports  of  Genemls  Flo3"d  and  Pillow  are  unsatisfactoiy,  and  the  President 
directs  that  hoth  these  pjeneralshe  relieved  from  command  until  farther  orders. 

He  further  directs  General  Johnston  in  the  mean  time  [to]  request 
them  to  add  to  their  [reports]  such  statements  as  they  may  deem  i)roper 
on  the  following  points : 

1st.  The  failure  to  give  timely  notice  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  garrison  of  Fort 
Donelson  to  repel  the  attack. 

•2d.  The  failure  of  any  attemjjt  to  save  the  army  by  evacuating  the  post  when  found 
untenable. 

3d.  Why  they  abandoned  the  command  to  their  inferior  officer  instead  of  executing 
themselves  whatever  measure  was  deemed  proper  for  the  entire  army. 

4th.  What  was  the  precise  mode  by  which  each  effected  his  escape  from  the  fort  and 
what  dangers  were  encountered  in  the  retreat. 

5th.  Upon  what  principle  a selection  was  made  of  particular  troojjs,  being  certain 
]-egiments  of  the  senior  general’s  brigade,  to  whose  use  all  the  transportation  on  hand 
was  appropriated. 

6th.  A x^articular  designation  of  the  regiments  saved  and  the  regiments  abandoned 
which  formed  a part  of  the  senior  general’s  brigade. 

lu  obedience  to  this  order  I am  directed  by  General  Johnston  to 
request  your  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  President  in  these  par- 
ticulars with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  report  to  these  headquar- 
ters. Under  the  same  direction  General  Johnston  has  requested  a 
report  from  Colonel  Forrest,  detailing  particularly  the  time  and  manner 
of  his  escape  from  Fort  Donelson,  the  road  he  took,  and  the  number  of 
the  enemy  he  met  or  saw  in  making  his  escape,  and  the  difficulties  which 
existed  to  prevent  the  remainder  of  the  army  from  following  the  route 
taken  by  him  in  his  escape  with  his  command. 

I am,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  P.  BEEWSTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Sir  : In  my  supplemental  report,  which  is  forwarded  through  Gen- 
eral A.  S.  Johnston,  I have,  as  I conceived,  substantially  answered  the 
iJoints  indicated  in  the  order  bf  the  Secretaiy  of  War  as  unsatisfactory 
to  the  President ; but,  to  be  more  specific  and  to  refily  directly  to  these 
points,  I beg  to  say  that — 

1st.  General  Floyd  reached  Fort  Donelson  early  on  the  morning  of 
February  13,  and,  being  my  senior  officer,  assumed  command.  Up  to 
that  time  Ave  had  no  need  of  additional  forces,  for  at  that  time  the 
enemy  had  only  about  20,000  troops,  and  we  had  a force  fully  sufficient 
to  defend  the  place  against  that  force,  and  I did  not  and  could  not  know 
with  what  force  they  meant  to  invest  us.  AYe  were  attacked  by  that 
force  on  the  13th  around  our  Avhole  line,  and  after  three  or  four  hours 
of  vigorous  assault  we  repulsed  his  forces  everywhere. 

After  General  Floyd^s  arrival,  beiug  second  in  command,  1 could  not, 
without  a violation  of  military  usage,  apply  for  re-enforcements  ; but  1 
do  not  seek  to  shelter  myself  from  responsibility  by  this  consideration. 
Thougli  the  enemy’s  force  greatly  exceeded  ours,  we  felt  that  we  could 
hold  our  position  against  him  until  his  large  force  of  fresh  trooi)s  ar- 
rived on  the  evenings  of  the  13th,  14th,  and  15th.  These  arrivals  of 
about  30,000  troops  made  it  manifest  that  we  could  not  hold  the  posi- 
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tioii  long  against  siicli  overwhelming  numbers,  particularly  as  they  were 
then  enabled  to  completely  invest  us  and  cut  otf  our  communication  by 
river.  It  was  then  impossible  to  get  re-enforcements  from  Howling 
Green  or  elsewhere  in  time  to  relieve  us.  It  required  three  days,  by 
railroad  and  river,  for  the  forces  which  did  come  to  us  to  get  there, 
owing  to  the  shortness  of  transportation. 

I apprised  General  Johnston  of  the  arrival  of  the  enemy’s  large  re-en- 
forcements, giving  him  every  arrival ; but  I had  just  come  from  Bowling 
Green,  and  was  of  opinion  that  the  force  reserved  for  that  position  was 
inadequate  for  its  defense  against  a large  assaulting  force,  and  I knew 
General  Johnston  could  not  give  me  any  re-enforcements  unless  he 
abandoned  that  place;  a measure  which  I did  not  consider  it  my  prov- 
ince to  suggest.  Knowing  this,  I felt  it  my  duty  to  make  the  best  pos- 
sible defense  with  the  forces  we  had.  We  had  one  additional  regiment 
or  battalion  there,  which  General  Floyd  sent  to  Cumberland  City  to  pro- 
tect public  stores  that  had  been  forwarded  to  that  place.  These  are  the 
reasons  why  no  application  was  made  for  re-enforcements. 

2d.  In  response  to  the  second  point  made  by  the  Secretary’s  order, 
I have  to  say  that  arrangements  were  all  made,  orders  given  to  the  whole 
command  to  evacuate  the  works,  and  troops  wer^e  under  arms  to  march 
out,  when  information  was  received  that  we  Avere  iiiA^ested.  Up  to  this 
time  the  general  officers  were  all  agreed  upon  and  the  line  of  action 
necessary  and  irroper  under  the  circumstances.  (See  supplemental  I’e- 
port.)  It  was  as  to  the  necessity  of  a change  of  policy  in  the  new  state 
of  the  case  that  a difference  of  opinion  arose  between  the  general  offi- 
cers. I was  for  cutting  our  way  out.  Generals  Floyd  and  Buckner 
thought  surrender  was  a necessity  of  the  position  of  the  army. 

In  response  to  the  point  made  by  the  Secretary’s  order,  that  it  Avas 
not  satisfactorily  explained  how  a part  of  the  command  Avas  withdrawn 
and  the  balance  surrendered,  I ha\"e  to  say : 

On  the  evening  and  night  of  February  15,  after  the  battle,  in  expec- 
tation of  eAmcuating  the  place  that  night.  General  Floyd  had  sent  off 
every  steamboat  we  had,  with  the  prisoners  and  our  sick  and  Avounded. 
As  matters  turned  out  this  Avas  most  unfortunate;  but  I do  not  per- 
ceiA^e  that  the  act  could  be  censured  for  it  Avas  a measure  i)reparatory 
to  evacuation,  and  no  one  could  have  foreseen  the  course  of  OA^ents  whicli 
late  that  night  defeated  that  measure.  The  act,  hoAvever,  Avas  that  of 
my  senior  officer,  and  I Avas  not  even  consulted  about  its  propriety. 

When  we  ascertained,  between  3 and  4 o’clock  that  night,  that  Ave 
were  reinA^ested,  and  the  question  of  our  position  became  one  of  vital 
interest  to  the  commanding  officers,  we  had  not  a single  boat,  neither 
skiff',  yaAvl,  nor  even  flat  or  other  ferry  boat.  There  Avas  no  means  of 
crossing  the  river.  The  river  Avas  full  and  the  Aveather  intensely  cold. 

About  daybreak  the  steamer  General  Anderson  and  one  other  little 
boat  came  down.  One  of  the  boats  had  on  board  about  400  raAV  trooi)s. 
I had  then  crossed  the  river  in  a small  hand  flat,  about  4 feet  Avide  by 
12  long,  Avhich  Mr.  Eice,  a citizen  of  DoA^er  (acting  as  my  A^olunteer  aide- 
de-camp),  had,  by  some  means,  brought  over  from  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  these  steamers  General  Floyd,  acting,  I presume, 
under  the  agreement  between  himself  and  General  Buckner  before  the 
command  was  turned  oA^er,  crossed  over  to  the  opposite  shore  as  many 
of  his  troops  as  he  could,  until  he  was  directed  by  General  Buckner’s 
srad'  officer  to  leaA-e,  as  the  gunboats  of  the  enemy  Avere  approaching. 
This  information  was  given  me  by  General  Floyd  Avhen  Ave  met  at 
^ Jlarksville.  My  horses  Avere  brought  across  the  rivw  on  one  of  the 
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boats  that  brought  over  the  troops.  Myself  and  staff  then  made  our 
way  to  Clarksville  by  laud.  These  facts  explain  how  a portion  of  the 
command  were  withdrawn  when  the  balance  could  not  be.  However,  I 
had  no  kind  of  agency  in  it. 

3d.  In  response  to  the  third  point  upon  which  information  is  called 
for  by  the  Secretary’s  order,  viz,  upon  what  principle  the  senior  officers 
avoided  responsibility  by  transferring  the  command,  1 have  only  to  say 
that  I urged  from  first  to  last  the  duty  of  cutting  through  the  enemy’s 
lines  with  the  entire  command.  I was  not  sustained,  but  was  alone  in 
my  position ; and  with  General  Buckner’s  avowal  that  his  troops  could 
not  make  another  fight,  and  without  the  assistance  of  either  general  in 
the  command,  and  in  an  enterprise  of  great  difficulty  and  peril,  I could 
scarcely  hope  to  cut  through  the  enemy’s  line  unaided.  Yet  it  was 
against  my  conviction  of  duty  to  surrender.  Under  the  circumstances 
in  which  I was  placed  I saw  no  means  of  defeating  the  surrender,  and, 
therefore,  considering  myself  only  technically  the  recipient  of  the  com- 
mand, when  turned  ove^  by  General  Floyd,  I iiromptly  iiassed  or  de- 
clined to  accept  it. 

It  was  4u  this  sense  that  I said  in  my  original  report  that  when  the 
command  was  turned  over  to  me  I passed  it.  In  xioint  of  fact,  however, 
the  command  was  turned  over  by  General  Floyd  to  General  Buckner. 
Ill  xiroof  of  which  I embody  in  this  report  a dispatch  from  General  Floyd 
to  General  A.  S.  Johnston  on  the  morning  of  February  16.  I also  em- 
body an  order  of  General  Buckner,  after  he  had  assumed  command,  to 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  B.  Johnson. 

Cumberland  City,  Tenn.,  February  16,  1862. 

General  Johnston: 

This  morning  at  2 o’clock,  not  feeling  Av'illiug  myself  to  surrender,  I turned  over  the 
command  to  General  Buckner,  who  determined  a surrender  of  the  fort  and  the  army, 
as  any  further  resistance  would  only  result  in  the  unavailing  spilling  of  blood.  I 
succeeded  in  saving  half  of  my  own  command  by  availing  myself  of  two  little  boats 
at  the  wharf,  all  that  could  be  commanded.  The  balance  of  the  entire  reserve  of  the 
army  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  enemy’s  force  was  largely  augmented 
yesterday  by  the  arrival  of  thirteen  transports,  and  his  force  could  not  have  been  less 
than  50,000.  I have  attempted  to  do  my  duty  in  this  trying  and  difficult  position,  and 
only  regret  that  my  exertions  have  not  been  more  successful. 

J.  B.  FLOYD. 

Headquarters,  Dover,  Tenn.,  February  16,  1862. 

Sir:  The  command  of  the  forces  in  this  vicinity  has  devolved  upon  me  by  order  of 
General  Floyd.  I have  sent  a flag  to  General  Grant,  and  during  the  correspondence 
and  until  further  orders  you  will  refrain  from  any  hostile  demonstrations  with  a view 
to  preventing  a like  movement  on  the  enemy’s  part.  You  will  endeavor  to  send  a flag 
to  the  enemy’s  posts  in  front  of  your  position,  notifying  them  of  the  fact  that  I have 
sent  a communication  to  General  Grant  from  the  right  of  our  position,  and  desire  to 
know  his  present  headquarters. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  BUCKNER, 
BrUjadier-General,  C.  S.  Army. 

These  orders  show  that  all  xiarties  understood  that  the  command  was 
turned  over,  not  to  myself,  but  to  General  Buckner.  The  reason  for 
this  was  obvious.  Both  Generals  Floyd  and  Buckner  were  of  opinion 
that  a surrender  of  the  command  was  a necessity  of  its  position.  Tliey 
had  both  heard  me  say  that  I would  die  before  I would  surrender  the 
command.  General  Buckner  had  said  if  iilaced  in  command  he  would 
make  the  surrender,  and  he  had  agreed  with  General  Floyd  that  he 
might  withdraw  his  brigade.  This  understanding  and  agreement  and 
my  position  necessarily  excluded  me  from  actual  command. 
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Having  gone  into  the  council  of  general  officers  and  taken  part  in 
its  deliberations,  I felt  bound  by  its  decision,  although  against  my  con- 
viction of  duty.  I therefore  determined  not  to  assume  nor  accept  the 
command.  I still  think  that  in  acquiescing  in  their  decision,  as  a neces- 
sity of  my  position,  I acted  correctly,  although  my  judgment  was  wholly 
against  the  surrender.  I had  no  agency  whatever  in  withdrawing  any 
l)ortion  of  the  command,  except  to  direct  Colonel  Forrest  to  cut  his  way 
out  with  the  cavalry,  all  of  which  I had  organized  into  a brigade  under 
him. 

5th  and  6th.  In  response  to  the  5th  and  6th  inquiries  of  the  Secretary’s 
order  I reply : 

I do  not  know  what  regiments  of  General  Floyd’s  brigade  were  sur- 
rendered nor  which  were  withdrawn,  nor  do  I know  upon  what  prin- 
ciple the  selection  was  made.  For  further  information  reference  is  made 
to  my  original  and  supplemental  reports. 

llefore  closing  this  response  to  the  honorable  Secretary’s  order  I 
deem  it  not  improper  to  say  that  the  only  doubt  I felt,  in  any  opinion  I 
expressed,  position  assumed,  or  act  I did,  was  as  to  the  propriety  of 
retiring  from  the  garrison  when  I could  not  control  the  fate  of  the  com- 
mand, whose  surrender  was  not  my  act  nor  with  my  approval.'  Upon 
tills  point  I consulted  Generals  Floyd  and  Buckner.  For  these  reasons, 
and  knowing  that  the  general  officers  would  not  be  permitted  to  accom- 
pany the  men  into  captivity,  I finally  determined  to  retire,  hoping  that 
1 might  be  able  to  render  some  service  to  the  country. 

Very  respectfully. 


GID.  J.  PILLOW, 
Bri(jadier- General^  C.  8.  Army. 


Oapt.  II.  P.  Brewster, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


I War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

BicJwiond,  Fu.,  March  26,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  J.  Pillow, 

Exchange  Hotels  Richmond^  Ya.: 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  siqiple- 
mental  report  of  the  battle  and  surrender  of  Fort  Donelson  and  of  your 
answer  to  the  various  points  indicated  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  General  A.  S.  Johnston,  together  with  the  several  statements 
of  staft'  officers  and  the  statement  of  Colonel  Forrest  appended  thereto. 

As  the  commanding  general  of  the  department  has  not  yet  made 
his  report  nor  forwarded  any  communication  to  this  Department,  and 
as  Generals  Floyd  and  B.  E.  Johnson  lave  not  yet  been  heard  from,  you 
will  readily  jierceive  that  it  is  impossible  that  the  President  should  now 
take  any  action  in  a matter  which  so  deei)ly  concerns  others  as  well  as 
yourself. 

I have  therefore  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Government  still 
Iveeps  its  judgment  suspended  on  the  entire  subject  until  all  informa- 
tion necessary  for  forming  a considerate  decision  shall  have  been 
received. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  BANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Oxford,  Miss.,  May  15,  1.8()2. 

Hon.  Georoe  W.  Haxdolpii, 

Secretary  of  War^  Richmond^  Va.: 

I bad  expected  the  decision  of  the  President  on  the  case  in  which  f 
was  suspended  from  command  at  an  earlier  day,  and  I had  hoped  that 
when  the  facts  were  all  known  that  he  would  see  nothing?  in  my  con- 
duct at  Port  Done! son  deserving-  censure.  But  I am  not  able  to  under- 
stand the  delay  in  his  action  except  upon  the  supposition  that  he  is  not 
yet  satisfied. 

All  the  facts  are  before  him.  I know  of  no  material  conflict  between 
my  statements  and  those  of  any  other  ofiicers.  There  are  several 
statements  in  General  Ployd’s  report  to  the  Secretary’s  order  in  which 
my  memory  and  his  are  at  variance;  but  these  statements  of  his  in  no 
way  affect  me,  and  can  have  no  possible  influence  in  the  decision  of  the 
President  in  my  branch  of  the  case.  If,  however,  theie  were  contra- 
dictory statements  between  General  Ployd  and  myself,  it  would  seem 
to  me  that  they  ought  to  be  settled  by  the  sworn  testimony  of  five  offi- 
cers, whose  testimony  accomiianies  my  reply  to  the  Secretary’s  inter- 
rogatories. If  the  facts  of  the  case  had  not  been  thus  clearly  made  out, 
I should  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  demand  a eourt  of  inquiry;  but  as  such  a 
court  could  only  find  the  facts  and  give  opinion  thereon,  and  as  the  Presi- 
dent already  had  these  facts  before  him,  I have  deemed  a court  unneces- 
sary, even  if  one  could  be  ordered  without  injury -to  [the]  service. 

When  it  was  determined  by  Generals  Ployd  and  Buckner  [that  the 
command]  could  not  be  saved,  but  must  be  surrendered;  when  General 
Ployd,  before  parting  with  the  command,  had  stipulated  with  General 
Buckner  (not  to  myself),  what  could  I do  but  acquiesce'?  If  I had 
attempted  to  defeat  their  purpose.  General  Ployd  would  have  resumed 
command  and  arrested  me  for  insubordination.  At  least  such  was  my 
understanding  of  his  rights  and  powers  and  of  my  iiosition  and  respon- 
sibilities as  his  junior  in  rank.  General  Ployd,  in  his  late  published 
reply  to  the  Secretary’s  interrogatories,  as  well  as  in  his  telegram  to 
General  A.  S.  Johnston,  says  that  he  turned  over  the  command  to  Gen- 
eral Buckner;  that  he  and  General  Buckner  agreed  that  it  was  deter- 
mined that  the  command  could  not  be  saved,  &c.,  but  he  nowhere  says 
I agreed  with  him  or  pretends  that  I was  in  favor  of  surrendering  the 
command.  Under  the  proof  as  it  is  before  the  President,  I cannot 
understand  in  his  mind  ('?)  as  to  the  facts.  I feel  conscious  of  having- 
tried  to  do  my  duty  at  Donelson  and  of  having  served  the  Government 
of  my  country  faithfully,  and  I confess  I did  not  expect  its  censure. 

Wlien  I was  suspended  from  command  I believed  [the  President]  had 
acted  under  misapprehension  of  my  position.  As  promptly  as  possible 
I answered  the  interrogatories  of  the  Secretary,  and  sustained  the  state- 
ments by  the  sworn  testimony  of  five  officers  as  reputable  as  belong-  to 
the  Army.  In  reply  I was  informed  that  the  (?ase  could  not  be  taken  iq) 
until  answer  was  received.  Having  rested  under  the  displeasure  of  the 
Government  for  more  than  two  months,  it  ought  not  to  excite  surprise 
that  I am  anxious  to  be  relieved  from  his  order. 

I understand  that  the  President  has  been  informed  that  my  horses 
and  servants  were  taken  across  the  river  some  time  before  I crossed 
myself.  This  statement  is  untrue,  as  my  report  and  the  proof  in  his 
possession  will  show  I had  but  one  horse  and  one  servant  there;  the 
horse  was  borrowed  of  General  Clark.  I did  not  leave  Dover  until  the 
(jommand  was  turned  over  and  General  Buckner  had  commenced  pre- 
paring- his  communication  to  the  Pederal  commanders,  asking  terms  of 
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(‘ajntiilatioii.  I tlioD  left  the  garrison,  crossed  the  river  in  a small  hand 
Hat,  leaving  my  horse  and  servant  in  Dover.  At  that  time  no  steam- 
boat had  reached  Dover;  my  horse  was  brought  over  by  the  steamboat 
that  arrived  afterwards.  When  it  crossed  over,  General  Floyd,  my 
trunk  (all  the  baggage  I had),  and  my  servant  were  brought  \ip  the 
river  in  the  steamboat  in  which  General  Floyd  and  a portion  of  his  com- 
mand reached  Clarksville. 

These  facts  all  ajipear  in  the  proofs  now  in  your  possession,  and  are 
susceptible  of  proof  by  more  than  one  hundred  witnesses.  If,  from  all 
tlie  facts,  the  President  thinks  my  conduct  censurable,  it  is  my  duty  to 
submit  to  his  judgment;  but  if  I cannot  serve  the  Government  satis- 
factorily, 1 would  prefer  to  retire.  Indeed,  but  for  the  interest  I felt  in 
the  issues  involved  in  this  great  revolution  I would  not  have  accepted 
the  commission  I now  hold.  The  fortunes  of  war  have  placed  [me]  as 
the  principal  actor  in  two  hard-fought  and  bloody  fields  (of  Belmont  and 
Donelson),  where  we  fought  most  unequal  numbers.  In  what  I con- 
sidered the  most  meritorious  service  of  my  life — the  battle  of  Donelson 
or  Dover — it  was  my  misfortune  to  have  been  placed  after  the  battle 
was  fought  in  a position  which  brings  upon  me  the  displeasure  of  the 
Government. 

While  resting  under  this  displeasure,  two  of  my  brother  general  offi- 
cers from  my  own  State,  who  came  into  the  Tennessee  army  under  me, 
as  its  commauding  general,  and  neither  of  whom  had  then  performed 
any  distinguished  services  or  fought  any  battle,  are  promoted  over  me. 
I originally  thought  this  was  done  under  misapiwehension  of  my  posi- 
tion. If  it  shall  turn  out  this  impression  of  mine  was  erroneous,  it 
becomes  (luestionable  if  my  honor  as  an  officer  is  not  so  far  compromised 
as  to  make  it  my  duty  to  retire.  Until  I know  the  decision  of  the  Presi- 
dent I cannot  determine  my  own  course.  Painful  as  would  be  the  neces- 
sity of  retiring  at  a time  of  so  minffi  peril  to  the  country,  yet  I could  not 
hesitate  in  my  course  if  satisfied  that  I was  the  object  of  intentional 
injustice.  To  be  just  is  the  highest  duty  of  government.  I yet  have 
the  fullest  confidence  in  the  President’s  sense  of  justice.  If  any  iiart  of 
my  conduct  is  not  properly  understood  by  him,  or  if  he  has  received  from 
any  quarter  statements  contradictory  to  mine,  [I]  ask  at  his  hands  infor- 
mation of  the  fact,  that  I may  have  an  opi)ortunity  of  explanation  or 
refutation. 

3Iy  a|)ology  for  troubling  you  with  this  long  communication  must  be 
found  in  the  circumstances  in  which  I am  placed.  The  great  delay  and 
uncertainty  of  the  mails  induces  me  to  send  Major  Nicholson,  my  aid(‘.- 
de-camp,  with  it.  I trust  yon  will  find  it  convenient  to  place  in  his  hands 
such  orders  as  in  the  President’s  judgment  are  proper. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GID.  J.  PILLOW, 
Brigadier- (jeneml^  C.  8.  Army. 


Tupelo,  Miss.,  June  21,  I8G2. 

Hon.  Geokoe  W.  Banboi.pii, 

8ecretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.: 

On  the  11th  day  of  Alarch  last  I was  suspended  from  command  by 
order  of  the  President,  and  through  the  Secretary  of  War  interrogato- 
ries were  propounded  to  me  in  regard  to  the  operations  of  the  army  at 
Donelson.  These  interrogatories  were  proinjitly  answered,  and,  together 
with  my  su])pleinental  report,  were  delivered  to  the  Government. 

That  there  might  be  no  doubt  left  upon  the  mind  of  the  President  as 
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to  the  facts,  I took  the  sworn  testimony  of  five  officers,  who  were  i)res- 
ent  at  the  council  of  general  officers  on  the  night  of  February  15,  these 
fully  verifying  the  statement  of  the  facts  (iontained  in  my  supplemental 
report  and  my  answers  to  the  Secretary’s  interrogatories.  More  than  a 
month  since  I prepared  and  forwarded  to  you  by  Major  Nicholson,  of 
my  staff,  a dispatch  to  the  Government,  briefly  reviewing  the  case  as  it 
was  made  out,  and  respectfully  calling  the  attention  of  the  President  to 
die  case  and  asking  his  decision.  To  this  communication  I have  recei\XHl 
110  reply. 

I have  now  been  suspended  from  my  command  nearly  four  months. 
I am  accused  of  no  crime.  No  charges  have  been  iireferred  against  me. 
I have  never  been  informed  that  my  answers  to  the  interrogatories  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  were  not  satisfactoiy,  nor  in  what  my  conduct  was 
censurable.  I know  of  no  statement  from  any  quarter  in  conflict  with 
mine;  but  if  there  were,  my  statement  is  sustained  by  the  sworn  testi- 
mony  of  Colonels  Forrest  and  Burch,  Majors  Henry,  Haynes,  and  Nich- 
olson. They  all  testify  that  I opposed  from  first  to  last  and  earnestly 
the  surrender  of  the  command  at  Donelson;  that  I urged  the  duty  of 
cutting  our  way  through  the  enemy’s  lines,  but  that  Generals  Floyd 
and  Buckner  were  of  opinion  that  the  command  could  not  be  saved ; 
that  its  surrender  was  a necessity  of  its  condition,  and  that  General 
Floyd  turned  the  command  over  to  General  Buckner  to  make  terms  of 
capitulation  with  the  enemy. 

If  the  facts  be  that  way,  I do  not  understand  how  the  decision  of  a 
council  of  war  (the  senior  general  being  i)resent  and  approving  and  after- 
wards taking  measures,  according  to  his  convictions,  to  carry  into  effect 
that  decision)  can  be  regarded  otherwise  than  a military  order  of  that 
commander  ; nor  do  I uuderstaiid  how  I could  have  attempted  to  defeat 
the  execution  of  that  purpose  (viz,  to  surrender  the  command)  without 
a violation  of  all  discipline  and  subjecting  myself  to  arrest  for  insubordi- 
nation. Certainly  I saw  no  alternative,  but  acquiesced  in  what  I could 
not  avert.  I cannot  suppose  it  will  be  maintained  that  before  any 
capitulation  took  place  or  was  agreed  upon  I could  honorably  retire  from 
a garrison  whoso  surrender  was  determined  upon  and  in  violation  of  my 
expressed  convictions.  To  have  voluntarily  surrendered  myself  into 
the  power  of  the  enemy  under  such  circumstances  would  have  looked 
to  me  like  treachery  to  the  Government  whose  commission  I bore.  It 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  I was  not  in  chief  command.  How  could 
the  responsibility  of  the  surrender  rest  on  me  when  I was  opposed  to  it  ^ 
JMy  command  was  at  Columbus,  Ky.,  and  I was  only  ordered  by  General 
A.  S.  Johnston  to  that  post  for  special  duty,  and,  when  that  was  ended 
by  General  Floyd’s  determination  to  surrender  the  command,  I felt  it  a 
duty  I owed  to  my  Government  no  less  than  to  myself  not  voluntarily 
to  place  myself  in  the  power  of  the  enemy.  That  the  command  was  not 
turned  over  to  me  is  proven  by  the  telegram  of  General  Floyd  to  Gen- 
eral A.  S.  Johnston  on  the  morning  of  February  16.  General  Buckner’s 
order  to  General  B.  11.  Johnson,  of  the  same  date,  after  he  had  assumed 
command,  proves  the  same  thing.  If,  however,  it  had  been  turned  ovei- 
to  me  under  the  circumstances  as  they  are  proven,  it  is  difficult  to  see 
how  I could  have  done  otherwise  than  to  have  carried  out  General 
Floyd’s  determination  to  surrender  the  garrison,  for  the  decision  of  the 
council  and  General  Floyd’s  approval  and  his  turning  over  the  command 
for  the  imrpose  of  surrender  would  have  been,  in  all  military  usage, 
ecpiivalent  to  an  order  to  capitulate.  It  is,  however,  i)roven  that  the 
command  was  not — in  fact,  Avas  never  intended  to  have  been — devolved 
upon  me.  If  the  surrender  was  an  unavoidable  necessity  (as  Generals 
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Floyd  ciiid  Buckner  believed),  I do  not  perceive  tlie  grounds  upon  wliich 
I am  to  be  censured.  If,  on  tlje  contrary,  the  surrender  was  improper 
(as  was  my  opinion),  I do  not  understand  why  I am  censured,  wlien  it 
is  known  that  I opposed  it  and  did  all  I properly  could  to  ]u*event  it. 

The  President  will  perceive  upon  examination  of  the  documents  and 
])roofs  that  this  view  of  the  case  is  fully  made  out. 

Under  these  circumstances,  that  I should  be  suspended  from  commandl 
and  held  up  before  the  country  as  a culprit  for  nearly  four  months  may 
well  excite  surprise.  If  I am  to  continue  iu  the  service,  I respectfully 
submit  that  such  treatment  is  not  likely  to  increase  my  efficiency  for 
command  or  my  usefulness  as  an  officer. 

The  facts  in  regard  to  General  Floyd  have  all  been  laid  before  the- 
public  by  the  publication  of  his  official  report  and  his  answers  to  tlie 
interrogatories  of  the  Secretary  of  War  by  the  committee  of  the  House 
of  Congress.  The  same  committee  summoned  me  before  [it]  and  pro- 
pounded interrogatories,  which,  from  motives  of  delicacy,  I declined 
answering.  It  then  requested  copies  of  my  supplemental  report  and  my 
answer  to  the  Secretary’s  interrogatories  and  the  accompanying  proofs, 
which  I declined  furnishing,  upon  the  ground  that  proper  respect  for 
the  Government  forbade  it  while  the  Government  had  the  subject  under 
CMmsideration.  Since  then  I have  seen  from  the  Eichmond  papers  that 
the  President  declined  furnishing  copies  of  them  under  a resolution  of 
the  House,  upon  the  ground  that  he  considered  it  inexpedient  to  do  so. 
While,  therefore,  I am  held  suspended  from  command  for  so  long  a 
period,  the  public  are  denied  the  means  of  judging  how  or  in  what  I 
have  been  derelict  in  duty.  Is  this  right?  Can  the  President,  as  the 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army,  reconcile  it  to  his  sense  of  justice 
longer  to  hold  me  in  my  present  i)osition?  If  the  pressure  of  public 
duty  has  heretofore  been  heavy  upon  his  time,  as  I am  persuaded  is  the 
case,  surely  the  great  laiise  of  time  since  my  suspension  will  excuse  me 
for  again  calling  his  attention  to  the  subject. 

If  the  President  were  not  in  possession  of  the  facts  I should  feel  it  my 
duty  to  demand  an  investigation  by  a court  of  inquiry,  but  as  these  are 
before  him  and  made  clear  by  the  proof,  such  proceeding  would  seem  to 
me  wholly  useless,  even  if  the  officers  necessary  to  constitute  the  court 
could  be  spared  from  duty  in  the  field.  I have  submitted  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Government  as  patiently  as  possible  when. conscious  of  the 
commission  of  no  wrong.  If  I were  informed  in  what  my  conduct  was 
considered  censurable,  so  that  I might  have  an  opportunity  of  explana- 
tion or  refutation,  I should  not  deem  it  my  duty  to  take  the  final  step  now 
proposed.  That  I should  continue  i)atient  under  indefinite  suspension 
(jould  hardly  be  expected. 

If  the  Government  does  not  need  or  does  not  want  my  seryices,  it  is 
my  duty  to  retire.  I have  no  wish  to  be  in  the  way.  I am  unwilling  to 
embarrass  it  by  holding  on  to  a position  which  I only  accepted  in  the 
hope  of  rendering  some  service.  It  is  a painful  necessity  which  forces 
me  to  retire  at  a time  of  so  much  peril  to  the  country,  but  if  the  Presi- 
dent cannot  now  dispose  of  the  case,  I feel  that  proper  self-respect  and 
personal  dignity  leave  me  no  alternative  but  to  retire  from  the  service. 

If,  therefore,  no  action  is  deemed  proper  in  response  to  this  communica-  • 
tion,  I respectfully  tender  this  as  my  resignation. 

Being  at  present  at  Tupelo,  with  the  headquarters  of  the  army,  I for- 
ward  this  through  General  Bragg.  ‘ j 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  j 

GID.  J.  PILLOW,  I 

I>ri(jadier- General j C.  8.  Armif. 


CIIAI*.  XVII.] 


CAPTURE  OF  FORT  DONELSON,  TENN. 
[Indorsement  No.  l.J 


309 


Considering  Brigadier- General  Pillow  as  still  belonging  to  this  com- 
mand, liis  appeal  to  the  Department  for  an  official  investigation  is  ap- 
proved, as  due  to  himself  and  the  Government. 

BRAXTOX  BRAGG, 

Commanding. 

Headquarters  Department  West, 

Tupelo.,  22d  June.,  18G2. 


[Indorsement  No.  2.] 


Respectfully  submitted  to  the  President.  I think  it  will  be  well  for 
me  to  inform  General  Pillow  that  negotiations  are  going  on  for  a general 
exchange  of  prisoners,  which  will  probably  release  General  Buckner  and 
the  rest  of  the  Donelson  prisoners  at  an  early  day  and  render  an  inves- 
tigation practicable,  which  cannot  be  entered  upon  now  with  justice  to 
them. 

G.  W.  RANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Indorsement  No.  3.j 


Answer  as  proposed,  and  correct  the  impression  that  the  action  is  a 
reflection  on  him  specially.  The  effort  at  a full  investigation  has  failed 
from  causes  for  which  the  Government  is  not  responsible  and  regrets. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


War  Department,  0.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  July  5,  18G2. 
Brig.  Gen-  Gideon  J.  Pillow,  Tupelo,  3fiss.  : 

General  : Your  communication  of  the  21st  ultimo  having  been  con- 
sidered by  the  President,  I am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  your 
suspension  has  never  been  considered  an  accusation,  but  as  preliminary 
to  an  investigation  which  the  circumstances  of  the  Fort  Donelson  affair 
rendered  necessary.  The  President  regrets  that  the  detention  of  the 
Fort  Donelson  i)risoners  renders  such  investigation  impossible  at  pres- 
ent, but  as  this  detention  could  not  be  foreseen,  but,  on  the  contrary,  was 
in  violation  of  an  agreement  made  with  General  Wool  for  an  exchange  of 
prisoners,  neither  the  President  nor  the  War  Department  is  responsible 
for  the  delay  which  has  occurred. 

General  Wool  has  again  announced  his  readiness  to  agree  to  a general 
exchange,  and  negotiations  are  about  to  be  commenced  which  no  doubt 
will  lead  to  that  result.  So  soon  as  the  actors  in  the  Fort  Donelson 
surrender  are  at  liberty  the  matter  will  receive  thorough  investigation 
and  justice  be  done.  1 am  quite  sure,  general,  that  you  desire  nothing 
else,  and  I very  much  regret  that  the  Department  could  not,  with  due 
regard  to  the  absent  parties,  order  an  investigation  which  necessarily 
implicates  them. 

Very  respectfullv, 

G.  W.  RANDOLI^H, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Oxford,  Aliss.,  Jnly  20,  1862. 

Hon.  (Ieoroe  W.  IvAndolph, 

Secretary  of  W ff  r,  Richmond^  Va. : 

Your  reply  of  the  5th  instant  to  my  communication  of  tlie  21st  ultimo 
to  the  President  is  acknowledged.  In  this  communication  you  say : 

Your  [my]  suspension  has  never  been  considered  an  accusation,  hut  as  preliminary 
to  an  investigation  which  the  circumstances  of  the  Fort  Donelson  affair  rendered 
necessary.  * * * 

[That]  so  soon  as  the  actors  in  the  Fort  Donelson  surrender  are  at  liberty  the  matter 
will  receive  thorough  investigation  and  justice  be  done.  * * * 

I am  cj[uite  sure,  general,  you  desire  nothing  else,  and  very  much  regret  the  Depart- 
ment could  not,  with  due  respect  to  absent  parties,  order  an  investigation  Avhich 
necessarily  implicates  them.  # # * 

This  is  the  first  information  I have  received  of  the  purj^ose  of  the 
Government  to  order  an  investigation.  Such  investigation  I have 
always  desired  as  the  only  means  bj'  which  my  own  position  and  con- 
duct could  be  properly  understood  by  the  country,  unless,  from  the 
facts  as  they  are  shown  to  have  existed,  the  President  should  relieve 
me  from  censure.  How  that  matter  would  be,  and  what  course  the 
President  would  ultimately  adopt,  I had  no  means  of  judging.  I had 
supposed,  from  the  message  of  the  President  to  Congress  and  from  the 
order  of  the  Department  of  March  11  to  General  A.  S.  Johnston,  that 
the  order  of  suspension  in  its  duration  would  depend  on  the  character 
of  the  information  which  should  be  elicited  under  tliat  order.  If  the 
information  thus  obtained  should  prove  satisfactory  and  acquit  any  one 
of  the  “actors  in  the  surrender”  from  blame,  then  I had  supposed  the 
object  of  the  order  would  have  been  answered  as  to  him,  and  such 
acquitted  officer  relieved  from  the  censure  implied  by  the  order  and 
restored  to  duty.  It  was  with  this  understanding  of  the  objects  of  the 
proceedings  that  I accomi^anied  my  supplemental  report  and  answers 
with  sworn  statements  of  the  five  officers  present. 

This  impression  was  confirmed  by  your  communication  of  March  26, 
in  which  you  say : 

As  the  commanding  general  of  tlie  department  (General  A.  S.  Johnston)  has  not  yet 
made  his  report  nor  forwarded  any  communication  to  this  Department,  and  as  Gen- 
• erals  Floyd  and  B.  R.  Johnson  have  not  yet  been  heard  from,  you  will  readily  x)erceivc 
that  it  is  impossible  that  the  President  should  now  take  any  action  in  a matter  which 
:so  deeply  concerns  others  as  well  as  yourself. 

I have  never  regarded  the  order  itself  [as]  an  accusation,  but  I did 
then  and  do  yet  consider  it  as  implying  censure  and  displeasure  of  the 
President,  and  the  country  so  understands  it. 

Wliile  you  do  not  say  in  your  communication  of  the  5th  instant  that 
iny  conduct  is  not  considered  censurable,  yet  I infer  as  much.  If  there 
is  nothing  elicited  in  all  the  reports  and  testimony  before  the  Depart- 
ment showing  that  my  participation  in  the  surrender  was  such  as  ren- 
dered my  [conduct]  censurable,  it  seems  to  me  unjust  to  continue  me 
under  this  censure  in  order  to  discover  in  the  future  if  something  might 
not  be  found  objectionable.  This  looks  like  arresting  a man  upon  sus- 
picion, without  i^roof  or  circumstances  to  warrant  it,  and  holding  him 
in  custody  to  hunt  up  evidences  of  his  guilt,  which  is  condemned  by  all 
law  writers.  When  such  investigation  is  had  and  the  result  before  the 
President  it  would  be  as  competent  then  as  now  to  embrace  me  in  any 
ju-oceeding  the  President  might  deem  proper  j but  with  every  circum- 
stance in  my  favor  to  hold  me  suspended  until  others  thought  to  have 
offended  can  be  got  at  could  only  be  justified  by  a.  well-founded  belief 
am  the  part  of  the  Government  that  I could  not  be  found  when  wanted. 
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Such,  too,  is  the  practice  in  all  analogous  cases  of  offenders  in  all  coun- 
tries where  law  regulates  and  protects  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  officers  of  the  Army  are  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the 
rule  of  law  which  is  universal  in  practice  and  founded  in  wisdom  and  on 
the  experience  of  ages.  As  a lawyer  yourself,  1 am  willing  to  submit 
the  decision  of  the  question  to  your  judgment. 

In  my  military  experience  such  has  been  the  usage  of  the  service. 
It  certainly  has  in  its  favor  the  great  principle  of  Justice.  The  history 
of  the  present  case  shows  that  there  is  but  one  of  the  actors  in  the  sur- 
render not  present,  viz,  (xeneral  Buckner.  I have  already  been  sus- 
pended from  command  over  four  months.  It  may  be  four  months  more, 
Ijossibly  until  the  end  of  the  war,  if  1 am  to  be  held  under  this  order 
until  all  the  actors  are  at  liberty. 

It  will  not  be  denied  that  suspension  from  command  is  a punishment, 
if  it  is  not  an  accusation.  It  is  one  of  the  modes  of  punishment,  ami 
when  that  is  answered,  the  party  is  restored  to  duty  without  accusation, 
charge,  or  investigation.  This  is  in  accordance  with  military  authority 
and  practice.  If,  then,  there  be  nothing  elicited  in  the  case  showing 
that  I have  offended  or  been  derelict  in  duty,  but,  on  the  contrary,  every 
circumstance  in  all  the  proof,  by  the  first  reports  of  the  ofiicers  engaged 
or  present  at  the  surrender  (except  one,  and  he  absent) — if  it  is  shown 
that  my  views  of  what  was  proper  were  coincident  with  those  of  the 
President  and  were  urged  as  far  as  my  rank  and  military  propriety 
would  allow — is  it  not  a hard  case  that  I should  be  thus  punished  for  the 
faults  of  others'? 

I know  that  the  President,  so  far  as  he  sees  and  understands  a case, 
Avill  carry  out  his  sense  of  justice.  I believe  his  intentions  to  be  inflexi- 
bly just,  but  I do  not  believe  he  has,  in  the  great  pressure  of  weightier 
matters,  had  the  time  properly  to  consider  the  effects  of  the  position  in 
which  I am  i^laced  by  his  order.  I do  not  complain  of  the  original  order 
at  the  time  it  was  issued,  for  I was  well  aware  that*  my  original  report 
was,  for  want  of  time  necessary  for  its  preparation,  but  a skeleton 
account  of  the  important  events  which  had  occurred  at  Donelson,  and 
hence  in  that  report  I promised  to  prepare  a supplemental  one  the 
moment  my  public  duties  would  permit.  Before,  however,  I had  com- 
pleted this  report  I was  suspended  from  command.  But  I do  complain 
of  and  deeply  feel  the  injustice  of  holding  me  under  this  order  until  the 
conduct  of  others,  not  now  in  the  iiower  of  the  Government,  can  be 
properly  investigated.  If  the  actors  were  all  present,  an  investigation 
of  their  case  might  be  joint  or  separate  by  the  rules  of  law.  They  (‘ould 
not  be  forced  by  military  [power]  into  joint  trial  or  investigation.  The 
right  of  severance  is  an  unquestioned  one. 

If  my  services  are  worth  anything  as  an  officer,  they  are  needed  in 
the  field.  If  I have  any  reputation  or  character  as  an  officer,  it  cannot 
be  denied  that  they  are  already  deeply  injured  in  the  judgment  of  the 
country.  In  addition  to  this  injury  to  myself„  there  are  many  persons 
who  are  using  my  position  ami  the  supposed  symi)alhy  lor  me' in  the 
public  mind  as  a means  of  attack  upon  the  President.  They  ascribe  as 
tlie  motives  of  his  treatment  of  me  a secaet  hostility  of  long  standing, 
thus  intimating  that  he  is  using  his  official  power  and  position  to  gratify 
tjersonal  malice.  In  defense  of  these  assaults  of  the  President  his  zeal- 
ous friends,  determined  to  sustain  him,  are  attacking  me,  believing  there 
is  something  by  them  not  understood.  Thus  they  find  a motive  ibr  my 
detraction.  I have  myself  been  asked  if  there  was  such  ancient  hostil- 
ity". Even  Senators  of  Congress  have  asked  me  the  (piestion.  Under 
the  existing  circumstances  of  the  country  everything  which  is  calculat(‘d 
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to  divide  the  country  and  weaken  the  influence  of  the  President  should 
be  carefully  avoided.  I can  give  no  explanation  to  relieve  him.  I can 
make  no  defense  of  myself.  If  the  facts  of  the  case  were  published  to 
the  world  as  they  exist  in  your  office,  it  would  in  some  degree  satisfy  the 
luiblic  mind. 

I have  been  careful  to  avoid  any  discourtesy  to  the  President.  I have 
avoided  everything  calculated  to  excite  controversy  or  create  excitement. 
I have  uniformly  denied  the  existence  of  any  motive  in  the  President  to 
do  me  injustice,  and  all  knowledge  or  belief  of  the  existence  of  any 
secret  hostility.  I have  preserved  rigid  silence,  abstaining  from  every 
demonstration  of  iiopular  sympathy,  declining  to  make  speeches  (with 
the  exception  at  Raleigh,  N.  0.,  where  my  remarks  were  very  badly  re- 
ported). I have  violated  no  law  or  regulation,  except  in  the  publication 
of  my  original  report  at  Memphis,  which  I did,  believing  that  under  the 
circumstances  the  President  would  excuse  the  act.  My  object  was  to 
give  the  luiblic  mind,  then  greatly  excited  and  greatly  depressed,  cor- 
rect information  as  to  the  character,  extent,  and  causes  of  the  surrender, 
and  as  far  as  possible  to  arrest  the  many  false  reports  as  to  its  extent. 
In  doing  this  I first  consulted  General  A.  S.  Johnston,  and  have  in  my 
possession  his  approval  of  the  necessity  of  its  being  placed  before  the 
public — not  his  authority  for  the  act.  He  thought  that  had  better  be 
done  by  indirection.  I chose  to  do  it,  avowing  the  responsibility  for  the 
act,  and  have  heretofore  expressed  my  willingness  to  submit  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  President  if  he  shall  consider  me  censurable  for  the  act. 
My  excuse  and  apology  for  it  is  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  public 
[mind]  at  the  time  and  my  own  iiosition.  I telegraphed  Senator  Benja- 
min for  permission  to  publish  the  report,  but  failed  to  get  an  answer, 
and  afterwards  by  telegram  advised  him  of  what  I had  done. 

1 now  introduce  the  subject  in  this  communication  as  an  apology  for 
the  oftense,  that  it  may  remain  on  record.  These  last  suggestions  are 
not  introduced  here  as  strictly  ])ertaining  to  the  subject  or  argument  in 
hand,  but  in  explanation  of  matters  proper  to  be  understood  and  as  due 
to  myself. 

Returning  to  the  more  important  object  of  this  communication,  that 
is,  the  injurious  effects  of  the  order  on  my  reputation,  1 desire  to  say 
that  I am  satisfied  the  President  is  incapable  of  being  influenced  by 
motives  not  properly  pertaining  to  the  subject-matter  5 that  I myself 
utterly  discredit  the  report  of  his  alleged  secret  hostility  to  me,  and 
that  I would  not  have  him  relieve  me  or  restore  me  to  command  unless 
from  the  proofs  before  him — entitled  to  his  confidence — he  shall  be  sat- 
isfied that  my  conduct  in  the  Donelson  affair  was  blameless.  If  upon 
this  point  his  mind  is  satisfied,  then,  as  an  act  of  justice  which  I feel 
sure  he  will  not  deny  me,  I ask  the  cessation  of  the  punishment,  feel- 
ing that  I have  been  already  deeply  injured  by  it.  You,  sir,  very  pro- 
l)erly  say  that  you  are  sure  that  I only  waijt  justice.  This  is  all  I want 
or  ask;  but,  if  I have  done  no  wrong,  do  I get  justice  when  so  long  held 
in  a position  which  the  world  can  understand  in  no  other  light  than  as 
a punishment  or  as  sliowing  unfitness  for  command? 

This  is  the  last  communication  which  I shall  address  to  the  President 
ux)on  this  subject,  and  I ask  for  it  his  respectful  consideration.  I am 
obliged  to  submit  to  his  decision.  I will  sustain  [him]  and  oppose  all 
his  enemies  in  every  measure  that  is  proper  and  right  of  itself  until 
this  struggle  is  over  though  he  should  incarcerate  me  in  a dungeon  the 
balance  of  my  life ; but  if  I am  to  be  continued  in  a position  of  so  much 
humiliation,  if  the  best  efforts  of  my  life  to  serve  my  country  are  to  be 
thus  rewarded,  if  I x)ossess  so  little  of  the  respect  or  sympathy  of  the 
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President  tliat  for  one  error  of  judgment  (if  sucli  I have  committed)  1 
am  to  be  thus  dishonored  by  the  man  who  was  my  own  first  choice  for 
the  Presidency  of  all  the  statesmen  in  the  Confederacy,  then  1 am  for- 
ever done  with  tiie  service,  whether  my  lesignation  is  accepted  or  not. 
I could  not  return  to  the  Army  pursued  by  the  sense  of  humility,  from 
which  death  without  dishonor  would  be  relief. 

With  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GID.  J.  PILLOW, 
Brigadier-General^  C.  8.  Army. 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  196.  1 Richmond.,  Fu.,  August  22,  1862. 

* * ***** 

XL.  The  reports  of  the  Fort  Oonelson  disaster  having  now  been 
received  and  considered,  it  is  impossible  to  acquit  Brig.  Gen.  G.  J. 
Pillow  of  grave  errors  of  judgment  in  the  military  operations  which 
resulted  in  the  surrender  of  the  army,  but  there  being  no  reason  to 
(question  his  courage  and  loyalty,  his  suspension  from  duty  is  removed, 
and  he  will  report  to  General  B.  Bragg  for  orders.* 

******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JXO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Oxford,  Miss.,  August  27,  1862. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant-  General^  Richmond : 

Is  the  order  of  suspension  simply  removed,  without  anything  being 
said  relieving  me  from  censure*?  Am  I required  to  report  to  General 
Yan  Dorn,  or  will  the  President  allow  me  to  report  to  General  Bragg 
and  assist  in  relieving  my  own  State? 

GID.  J.  PILLOW, 
Brigadier- General.,  C.  S.  Army. 


Richmond,  Ya.,  September  12,  1862. 

Hon.  Georoe  W.  Randolph, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

The  order  of  the  Government  restoring  me  to  duty  ascribes  to  me 
errors  of  judgment  in  the  military  operations  at  Donelson.  The  ex- 
planations as  to  what  constitutes  those  errors,  in  our  personal  interview, 
indicated  to  my  order  to  call  off  the  pursuit  of  the  army  after  the  l)at- 
tle  of  the  15th  February  and  back  into  the  works  as  erroneous.  In  my 
communication  of  the  llth  instant  I gave  my  understanding  of  the 
objects  and  purposes  of  that  combat,  and  solemnly  asseverated  that  I 
never  understood  that  the  army  was  to  retreat  from  the  battle-field 
towards  Charlotte,  and  I assigned  reasons  to  show  that  that  stej)  was 
then  impossible.  I beg  now  to  refer  the  Department  to  the  original  and 
supplemental  reports  of  Colonel  Gilmer,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  who 
was  on  duty  with  me  at  that  post. 

"^See  Special  Orders,  No.  289,  Decem])er  10,  1862. 
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The  itiippleiueiital  report  will  be  filed  iu  a feAv  days,  l^'roiti  these 
rei)orts  [you]  will,  I am  persuaded,  be  satisfied  that  my  order  was  not 
only  a proper  one,  but  that  it  was  the  means  of  saving  the  army  from  a 
(ionlliet  with  a large  fresh  force  of  the  enemy,  which  would  greatly  have 
endangered  its  existence,  and  that  General  Buckner  was  himself  in 
error  in  sup})osing  that  my  order  had  defeated  or  had  any  reference  to 
the  army  retreating  from  the  battle-field.  That  step  was  never  con- 
templated or  spoken  of  or  even  suggested  as  ])roper.  It  is  difficult  to 
understand  how  he  could  have  taken  up  such  impression,  and  it  is  sin- 
gidar  that  if  my  order  had  interfered  with  the  previously-nuderstoorl 
inogramuie  of  action,  why  General  Floyd  should  have  so  promptly  aj)- 
proved  my  order,  as  General  Buckner  himself  states  in  his  report,  and 
why  neither  he  nor  General  Floyd  should  have  said  something  about  it. 

1 hope  to  make  the  point  clear  by  other  testimony,  when,  I trust,  the 
Department  will  perceive  the  justice  of  rescinding  the  order. 

Bespectfully, 


GID.  J.  PILLOW, 
Brigadier- General^  C.  k A. 


Bichmond,  Va.,  iSeptemher  18,  1802. 
Hon.  George  W.  Kandolpii, 

iSecretarg  of  War : 

In  the  personal  interview  with  the  President  and  yourself  explanatory 
of  the  errors  of  judgment  which  I am  considered  by  the  Government 
to  have  committed  (as  stated  in  the  order  of  August  22  past),  I under- 
stood that  the  Government  was  satisfied  that  1 was  opposed  to  the  sur- 
render of  the  army  of  Donelson,  and  thatjn  regard  to  the  surrender  my 
error  consisted  in  not*  accepting  the  command  when  turned  over  by 
General  Floyd  to  General  Buckner  for  the  purpose  of  capitulation  and 
myself  fighting  it  out  (if  I believed  that  was  practicable),  or  of  surren- 
dering the  command  and  myself  with  it.  I have  stated  in  my  corre- 
spondence with  the  Department  that  I consider  the  action  of  Generals 
Floyd  and  Buckner  in  determining  that  the  command  could  not  be  saved 
but  must  be  surrendered  was  binding  upon  me,  and  that  I refused  to 
accei)t  the  command  to  carry  this  determination  (by  a surrender)  into 
effect.  The  decision  of  the  President  upon  the  point  settles  the  question, 
and  I accept  that  decision  as  the  law  of  the  case,  and  acknowledge  my- 
self relieved  of  a question  upon  which  (suddenly  sprung  upon  me)  my 
mind  Avas  never  free  from  doubt. 

The  Other  error,  as  I understand  your  explanation  of  the  order,  con- 
sisted in  the  order  1 gaA^e  after  our  army  had  driA^en  the  enemy  from  all 
his  positions  in  front  of  our  lines,  where  he  was  slowly  falling  back  upon 
his  large  fresh  force  of  20,000  men  at  the  gunboat  landing. 

My  order  was  to  draAv  oft'  from  further  pursuit,  and  for  our  for(‘es  to 
return  to  our  line  of  defenses.  This  order  was  giA^en  to  aAmid  a conflict, 
after  a long  and  bloody  battle,  Avith  the  enemy^s  large  body  of  fresh 
troops,  which  I was  satisfied  would  be  brought  to  the  field,  and  which 
1 knew  we  could  not  withstand  in  the  exhausted  condition  of  our  small 
force.  I had  kept  up  the  fight  with  the  forces  under  my  immediate  com- 
mand for  the  last  two  hours  by  carrying  ammunition  in  boxes  njion  the 
heads  of  details  from  the  command  for  that  purpose,  my  supply  of  60 
rounds  having  been  exhausted  in  the  long  struggle,  and  no  Avagon  could 
go  to  the  battle-field  on  account  of  the  thick  undergrowth  and  want  of 
road.  The  order  that  I gave  had  no  other  object,  and  AAdien  its  object 


Chap.  XVII.J 


CAPTURE  OF  FORT  DONELSON,  TENN. 


315 


was  explained  to  General  Tloyd  lie  uii hesitatingly  approved  it.  1 did 
not  prevail  upon  him  or  use  any  arguments  or  persuasive  measures  to 
induce  him  to  approve  of  it.  He  at  once  saw  its  ne(5essity,  and  counter- 
manded the  order  which  he  had  given  upon  the  field  for  General  Buck- 
ner’s command  to  occupy  the  open  field  in  front  of  our  line  and  from 
which  we  had  driven  the  enemy  on  the  Wynn’s  Eerrj^  road. 

This  order  of  mine  did  not  prevent  the  command  from  retiring  from 
the  position  on  the  retreat  towards  Charlotte  and  l!^^ashville,  for  the 
reason  that  it  was  not  ready  nor  in  condition  to  assume  the  maujh.  1 
solemnly  aver  before  God  that  1 never  understood  it  to  be  the  i)urpose, 
object,  or  determination  of  the  general  officers,  or  of  any  of  them,  to 
march  in  retreat  from  the  battle-field  if  we  won  it.  So  far  from  it,  and 
as  an  evidence  that  we  all  so  understood  it,  the  command  went  into  the 
action  without  the  necessary  subsistence  and  covering  for  a long  march 
over  a country  scarcely  practicable  for  infantry  and  deemed  impracti- 
cable for  anything  else,  covered  as  it  was  with  a deep  snow  and  sheeted 
over  with  sleet.  The  army  could  not  have  taken  the  field  for  battle, 
encumbered  with  the  necessary  rations,  blankets,  knapsacks,  &c.,  for 
the  march. 

Neither  in  the  council  of  the  night  of  the  14th  nor  at  any  other  time 
was  it  understood  or  even  suggested  that  we  should  march  from  the 
field  of  battle  on  retiring  from  Donelson.  General  Buckner  seems  to 
have  understood  it  difierently,  but  he  never  explained  to  me  this  view 
of  his,  and  I did  not  know  that  he  so  understood  it  until  I read  his  offi- 
cial report.  I was  in  the  midst  of  his  troops  several  times  during  the 
alter  part  of  the  battle  and  after  they  returned  into  the  work,  and  I am 
satisfied  they  had  not  the  rations  and  other  necessary  preparations  for 
the  march. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  first  purpose  was  to  have  fought  the 
enemy  on  February  14  5 but  it  was  deferred,  at  my  suggestion,  as  being 
too  late  in  the  day.  General  Buckner  never  reported  himself  ready  for 
the  march  nor  intimated  to  me  after  the  battle  that  my  order  had  inter- 
fered with  his  vieAVS  or  intended  action.  No  orders  had  been  issued  to 
the  command,  either  Aviitten  or  A^erbal,  to  march  from  the  field;  no 
preparations  had  been  made  for  that  purpose. 

The  battle  of  the  15th  was  fought  to  cut  uj)  the  investing  force  before 
the  fresh  forces  could  get  in  position  to  open  the  way  to  Charlotte,  but 
it  never  entered  into  my  head  that  we  were  to  march  from  the  field  of 
battle  without  any  subsistence,  blankets,  or  knapsacks,  leaAung  all  of 
onr  wounded  upon  the  field  of  snow,  with  the  diflerent  regiments  and 
brigades  broken,  mixed,  and  scattered,  leaving  behind  the  artillerists  in 
the  river  bottoms,  the  two  regiments  at  that  place  as  a protecting  force, 
the  four  regiments  of  Heiman’s  brigade  left  in  its  position  in  the  line  of 
Avorks  to  protect  General  Buckner’s  right  flank,  and  all  the  pickets  along 
our  whole  line  then  drawn  back  into  the  works  to  hold  them,  Avhile  the 
main  army  contested  the  field  outside  of  the  works.  To  none  of  these 
lorces  had  orders  been  gi\"en.  Neither  had  any  of  our  field  artillery 
been  taken  outside  of  our  works  before  the  battle  was  Avon.  Its  ])artici- 
pation  in  the  conflict  Avas  from  the  inside  of  the  Avorks.  General  Buck- 
ner’s artillery  was  left  in  his  part  of  the  works,  and  the  piece  ordered  by 
him  into  the  field  alter  the  battle  was  fought  was  taken  from  my  ])ortion 
of  the  Avorks. 

1 ieel  confident  General  Floyd  will  sustain  me  in  this  vieAv  of  the  sub- 
ject. This  point  (deemed  to  inAmh^e  error  on  my  ])art)  is  raised  by  Gen- 
eral Buckner’s  report;  Avas  unUnoAvn  to  me  until  I read  his  rei)ort,  and 
I am  ])ersuaded  that  upon  a full  view  of  all  the  circumstances  the  Gov- 
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erument  will  see  the  injustice  done  me  in  ascribing  to  me  an  error  of 
judgment.  My  order  for  the  army  to  be  called  off  from  the  pursuit  and 
brought  back  into  the  works  alone  saved  it  from  being  crushed  by  the 
large,  fresh  force  of  the  enemy  which  did  in  a short  time  afterwards 
attack  and  carry  a portion  of  General  Buckner’s  rifle  pits. 

For  these  reasons  the  order  of  the  Government  ascribing  to  me  error 
of  judgment  I feel  is  unjust,  and  I respectfully  request  that  part  of  the 
case  may  be  held  by  the  Government  for  further  information,  which  1 
hope  to  present  to  the  Department  in  the  future. 

I also  ask  that  the  Department  will,  in  writing,  specify  the  points  of 
error  ascribed  to  me  as  stated  in  our  verbal  conversation,  believing  that, 
when  the  errors  are  stated  in  order,  they  will  be  less  injurious  to  me 
than  the  general  ascription  of  errors  without  specifying  them.  I cannot 
believe  the  President  or  yourself  will  do  me  intentional  injustice,  and 
yet,  as  the  order  now  stands,  I feel  that  it  is  more  hurtful  to  my  repu- 
tation than  if  the  errors  were  pointed  out. 

Kespectfully, 

GID.  J.  PILLOW. 


Oxford,  Miss.,  October  10,  1862. 

Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Having  made  up  my  mind  to  retire  from  the  service  unless  a recon- 
sideration of  its  action  by  the  Government  shall  cause  a correction  of 
those  acts  considered  unjust  towards  me,  1 consider  it  respectful  to  the 
Government  as  well  as  due  to  my  own  reputation  as  a patriot  to  explain 
the  reasons  of  my  determination.  In  doing  so,  I may  refer  to  past  oc- 
(uirrences,  in  which  the  President  has  felt  but  little  interest,  yet,  as  thej^ 
are  truths,  they  should  be  known  as  parts  of  the  history  of  this  war. 

When  Tennessee,  by  her  declaration  of  independence,  had  separated 
herself  from  the  Lincoln  Government,  she  provided  by  law  for  raising 
and  arming  a force  of  55,000  men,  and  placed  me,  as  the  senior  major- 
general,  in  command  of  this  force.  When  I had  organized  about  35,000' 
of  this  force,  had  established  shops  for  the  manufacture  of  cannon  and 
small-arms  of  every  description,  and  had  gathered  a large  amount  of 
powder  and  other  material  of  war,  and  before  a man  had  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  Confederate  service,  the  President  appointed  Bisliop  Polk, 
of  Louisiana,  a major-general,  and  assigned  him  to  the  command  of  the 
department  which  embraced  my  then  field  of  operations,  and  instructed 
him  to  have  the  Tennessee  forces  transferred  to  the  Confederate  service. 
Subsequently  he  tendered  me  the  appointment  of  major-general.  That 
I should  have  felt  deeply  humiliated  at  being  thus  deprived  of  my  com- 
mand, reduced  in  rank,  and  placed  under  the  orders  of  a priest,  who  had 
devoted  his  life  to  religious  pursuits  and  had  no  experience  in  the  field 
as  a military  man,  ought  not  to  excite  surprise.  That  this  injustice 
should  have  been  done  by  a fellow-soldier  of  the  Mexican  war,  for  whom 
I had  always  cherished  a warm  friendship  and  for  whom  I had  a high 
admiration,  neither  diminished  my  surprise  nor  mortification.  From  a 
sense  of  duty  to  the  country  (under  certain  pledges  of  the  major-general), 
I accepted  the  position. 

Subsequently  I fought  the  battles  of  Belmont  and  Donelson.  In  both 
of  these  battles  the  great  inequality  of  the  forces  engaged  made  the 
conflicts  most  unequal  and  bloody.  In  both  our  arms  were  victorious. 
In  the  battle  of  Donelson  the  forces  commanded  by  myself  fought  with 
brilliant  success  and  with  a gallantry  never  surpassed.  Had  General 
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Buckner’s  coiriinaiid  been  equally  successful  we  would  have  destroyed 
the  enemy’s  army  of  30, 000  men.  But  unfortunately,  by  his  failure  in 
the  assault  on  the  Wynn’s  Ferry  road  battery,  and  permitting  the  enemy 
after  the  main  battle  had  been  won  to  take  possession  of  a portion  or 
his  rifle  pits,  the  position  we  occupied  became  untenable,  and  having 
reinvested  us  with  40,000  troox)S,  half  of  which  Avere  fresh.  Generals 
Floyd  and  Buckner  were  of  opinion  that  the  army  could  not  be  saved, 
and  that  capitulation  was  all  that  was  left  us.  In  this  opinion  I diflered 
with  them.  I believed  we  could  cut  our  AA^ay  through  the  enemy’s  new 
line  and  insisted  that  it  was  our  duty  to  do  so.  But  not  being  sustained 
in  these  views,  and  regarding  their  decision,  approved  as  it  was  by  Gen- 
eral Floyd  (the  senior  general  present),  as  equivalent  to  a military  order 
of  that  commander,  I felt  constrained  to  acquiesce  in  Avhat  I could  not 
prevent. 

In  pursuance  of  this  decision  General  Floyd  devolved  the  command 
upon  General  Buckner,  who  surrendered  it  accordingly.  It  is  proper 
here  to  state  that  I refused  to  receive  the.  command  for  the  pur[)ose  of 
cai)itulation.  It  appeared  afterwards,  from  the  President’s  special  mes- 
sage to  Congress,  that  he  was  surprised  and  oliended  at  the  surrender, 
and  by  his  orders  General  Floyd  and  myself  were  suspended  from  com- 
mand. Believing  the  President  had  acted  under  a misapprehension  of 
my  position,  I took  the  sworn  testimonials  of  five  officers  present,  all  of 
Aviiom  proved  that  I opposed  the  surrender,  and  early  in  April  I laid  it 
before  the  Government,  and  asked  to  be  relieved  from  the  order  of  sus- 
pension. This  Avas  not  done.  On  the  contrary,  I Avas  held  suspended 
for  nearly  six  months  and  until  General  Buckner’s  release.  When  his 
report  [was]  received  by  the  Government  the  order  of  suspension  Avas 
remoA-ed,  but  in  the  order  relieving  me  from  suspension  it  is  recited : 

It  is  impossible  to  acquit  Maj.  Gen.  G.  J.  Pillow  of  graA^e  errors  of  judgment  in  tlie 
militajy  operations  Avliicli  resulted  in  the  surrender  of  the  army  at  Douelsou,  but 
there  being  no  reason  to  question  his  courage  or  loyalty,  the  order  of  suspension  is 
removed,  and  he  Avill  report  to  General  Bragg  for  orders. 

From  this  order  it  appears  that  the  President  was  of  opinion  that  the 
surrender  of  the  army  was  caused  hj  my  grave  errors  of  judgment.  I 
was  conscious  of  the  commission  of  no  errors.  Hone  were  specified  in 
the  order.  To  enable  me  to  guard  against  like  errors  in  the  future  it 
was  essential  that  I should  understand  what  were  the  errors  of  judg- 
ment ascribed  to  me.  For  the  purpose  of  having  this  explanation  of 
the  order  I visited  Eiclimond,  and  in  a personal  intervieAV  with  the 
President  and  yourself  I asked  for  this  explanation.  In  reply,  the  first 
error  specified  Avas  that  it  Avas  my  duty — notwithstanding  the  decision 
of  Generals  Floyd  and  BucUner  that  the  command  must  be  surren- 
dered— to  luwe  taken  command  and  fought  it  out,  if  that  Avas  practi- 
cable, or  have  surrendered  the  command  and  myself  with  it.  I accepted 
this  decision  of  the  President  as  the  hw  of  the  case,  though  I had 
thought  I Avould  have  subjected  myself  to  arrest  for  insubordinatioii 
had  I taken  that  course.  I then  asked  Avhat  other  error  I had  com- 
mitted. The  answer  Avas  that  it  appeared  from  General  Buckner’s 
reports  that,  after  we  had  driA^en  the  enemy  from  our  front  to  the  right 
of  our  position,  he  Avas  in  position  to  i)rotect  the  retreat  of  the  army 
towards  Charlotte,  and  that  my  order  calling  off  the  pursuit  and  ordering 
it  back  into  our  works  defeated  this  retreat.  In  re|)ly  to  this  I stated 
that  this  Avas  a new  point;  that  I had  neA^er  heard  of  it  before  as  olien- 
sAe  to  the  Government;  that  it  Avas  founded  on  a total  misapprehension 
of  the  order  I liad  given  and  of  the  condition  of  the  army.  I stated 
that  Ave  fought  the  battle  of  February  15  to  cut  uj)  the  investing  force 


318 


OPERATIONS  IN  KY.,  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  S.W.  VA.  [Chap.  XVII. 


before  the  fresh  force  of  20,000,  which  arrived  at  the  gunboat  lauding 
on  the  evening  of  the  14th,  could  be  got  into  position,  with  the  view  of 
opening  our  cotnmunications  with  Charlotte  and  Nashville,  and  intend- 
ing ultimately  to  avail  ourselves  of  a successful  issue  of  the  battle  to 
retire  from  the  i)Ost.  All  parties  regarded  the  issue  as  more  or  less 
doubtful.  We  knew  we  should  have  a desperate  tight;  but  we  made  no 
preparation  before  going  into  the  battle  for  retreating  from  the  battle- 
field. No  suggestion  or  proposition  was  ever  made  that  we  should  do 
so,  and  all  that  Avas  determined  upon  in  the  conference  on  the  night  of 
h'ebruary  14  Avas  that  we  would  give  the  investing  force  battle  next 
morning.  We  could  not  have  gone  into  such  a tight  Avith  the  men 
loaded  down  with  blankets,  knapsacks,  and  six  days’  rations,  and  Avith- 
out  these  the  march  OA^er  GO  miles  of  extremely  broken  and  iioor  country, 
coA-ered  Avith  snow  and  sleet  4 inches  deep,  could  not  liaA^e  been  made. 
We  had  left  all  of  our  held  artillery  within  our  Avorks,  because  we  could 
not  use  it  on  a battle-field  covered  over  with  a thick  undergroAvth  of 
black-jack  bushes.  We  could  not  haA^e  commenced  a retreat  before  the 
enemy’s  large  force  of  caATilry  and  artillery  Avithout  artillery  to  protect 
our  rear. 

We  had  fought  the  battle,  leaving  the  three  comxianies  of  artillery  in 
the  iWer  batteries,  with  tAvo  regiments  of  infantry  as  a supporting  force. 
We  had  left  Heiman’s  brigade  of  four  regiments  in  its  position  in  the 
line  of  Avorks  to  protect  the  right  flank  of  (leneral  Buckner’s  force  AA^hen 
he  should  attack  the  enemy’s  position  on  the  Wynn’s  Ferry  road.  All 
these  forces  were  left  Avithin  our  Avorks,  Avithout  orders  or  a knowledge 
that  we  contemplated  a retreat  from  the  battle-field. 

Again,  when  the  army  had  been  engaged  in  a close  and  bloody  fight 
for  seven  and  a half  hours,  every  officer  of  experience  in  the  field  knows 
that  regiments  and  brigades  are  broken  and  mixed  and  more  or  less 
scattered  over  the  field.  To  have  attempted  a retreat  from  the  battle- 
field under  such  circumstances,  and  Avithout  reformation  and  in  compact, 
order,  would  have  resulted,  if  pursued,  in  a massacre  of  the  command. 
All  these  circumstances  I stated  as  showing  that  the  statement  in 
General  Buckner’s  reports  was  founded  in  error  on  his  part  as  to  our 
intention  to  retreat  from  the  battle-field.  If  such  Avas  then  his  under- 
standing he  would  certainly  have  reported  himself  to  me  as  ready  to 
commence  the  retreat,  which  he  neA^er  did ; and  when  we  Avere  engaged 
on  the  night  of  the  15th  (after  the  battle)  in  making  arrangements  for  the 
retreat,  tlien  Ave  called  together  all  the  commanders  of  companies,  regi- 
ments, and  brigades,  of  every  arm  of  the  servdce ; gave  orders  for  the 
retreat ; assigned  to  the  different  corps  their  respective  positions  ; gave 
orders  for  the  AAdiole  command  to  have  their  blankets,  knapsacks,  ncAV 
supply  of  ammunition,  and  five  days’  rations,  and  directed  General  Buck- 
ner (then  nearest  the  position  of  the  enemy)  to  ])rotect  the  rear  of  the 
army  in  the  retreat.  General  Buckner,  after  so  great  a lapse  of  time, 
eAudently  has  his  memory  confused  as  to  what  Avas  determined  upon  on 
the  night  of  the  15th,  confounding  them  Avith  events  and  purposes  enter- 
tained on  the  night  of  February  14. 

I further  said  that  as  this  point  Avas  a neAV  one,  suggested  for  the  first 
time  in  General  Buckner’s  report,  it  would  have  been  but  fair  to  give 
me  notice  of  the  point  and  an  opportunity  of  explanation  before  my  con- 
duct was  condemned;  that  my  object  in  giving  the  order  was  to  avoid 
a conflict  with  the  enemy’s  fresh  force  of  20,000  men,  AAdiich,  in  our  then 
exhausted  condition,  I knew  we  could  not  Avithstand  ; that  the  moment 
the  reasons  of  the  order  Avere  explained  to  General  Floyd  he  revoked 
his  own  order,  approved  of  mine,  and  directed  General  Buckner  to  re- 
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turn  as  promptly  as  possible  to  liis  position  in  the  rifle  pits.  The  neces- 
sity of  this  order  is  ])roved  beyond  all  question  by  the  result  which 
quickly  followed,  for  before  General  Buckner  <»ot  back  to  his  position  h<^, 
found  the  enemy  advancing  rapidly  upon  and  into  some  of  them,  and 
he  actually  made  so  linn  a lodgment  into  those  on  his  right  (hat  heconld 
not  be  dislodged.  I further  said  that  I was  satisfied  that  Major  Gilmer 
and  General  Floyd  would  sustain  me  in  this  view  of  the  order  imputed 
to  me  as  error  of  judgment. 

Before  leaving  Bichmond  I saw  Major  Gilmer,  had  a full  conversation 
Avirh  him,  and  ascertained  that  his  recollection  and  opinions  fully  sus- 
tained mine  on  this  whole  subject.  I then  addressed  an  ofhcial  com- 
munication to  you,  referring  you  to  the  original  and  supplemental  rei)orts 
of  Alajor  Gilmer  as  sustaining  me  on  the  point,  and  requested  that  the 
specifications  of  error  might  remain  open  for  further  information,  ^fo 
this  1 have  received  no  reply.  General  Floyd  being  in  Western  Viv- 
ginia,  1 could  not  see  him. 

Such,  sir,  was  the  substance  of  my  explanation  to  yourself  and  the 
President  of  the  order  of  mine  which  you  regard  as  having  resulted  in 
the  surrender  of  the  army ; yet  my  communication  addressed  to  you 
from  Bichmond  remains  unnoticed,  and  I still  rest  under  the  (iensure  of 
this  order. 

From  the  above  history  of  the  operations  of  the  army  at  Donelson  it 
is  juanifest  that  the  position  of  peril  to  which  the  army  was  reduced, 
which  produced  the  necessity  of  its  surrender,  was  caused  by  General 
Buckner’s  unsuccessful  attack  on  the  Wynn’s  Ferry  road  battery  and 
his  failure  to  hold  his  rifle  pits  and  by  his  afterwards  adA^ocating  the 
necessity  of  a surrender,  and  not  by  any  error  of  judgment  on  my  part, 
and  yet  in  your  order  l am  made  to  bear  all  the  odium  of  that  measured 
Avhile  he  who  caused  it  is  held  blameless  and  uncensured.  That  I shouhl 
feel  deeply  aggrieved  by  such  treatment  at  the  hands  of  my  Government 
might  be  expected.  Against  such  injustice  I solemnly  protest.  If  the 
Government  is  determined  to  shut  its  eyes  to  the  light  of  truth,  and  at 
no  time  to  do  me  justice,  it  is  time  for  me  to  retire. 

Again,  after  being  so  long  held  suspended  I Avas  ordered  to  report  to 
General  Bragg  for  orders.  He  ordered  me  by  telegram  to  report  tu 
General  Van  Dorn,  and  placed  General  Buckner  in  command  of  the  divis 
ion  which  General  A.  S.  Johnston  had  organized  for  me,  and  Avhich 
Avas  under  my  command  when  I was  suspended.  I have  twice  reported 
to  General  Van  Dorn,  and  yet  I have  no  command  noAv  after  the  lai)se 
of  about  a mouth.  TMe  Secretary  of  War  has  been  informed  by  tele- 
gram of  the  state  of  facts.  I liaA^e  applied  for  permission  to  raise  a new 
command  of  war  volunteers  or  to  take  ten  regiments  of  skeleton  re- 
turned volunteers  and  fill  them  up,  but  have  failed  to  ^t  any  favorable 
response. 

Believing  now  that  I am  the  Auctim  of  injustice ; that  my  past  serv- 
ices are  not  and  never  will  be  appreciated  j being  Avithout  command 
after  eA^ery  effort  on  my  part  to  procure  one,  and  believing  that  1 can 
render  the  country  no  service,  I am  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is 
my  duty  to  retire  from  the  service.  Yet  I have  determined  to  make  the 
very  last  effort  at  vindication  and  to  procure  a command  before  retiring 
finally  from  the  service. 

I need  not  say  that  the  promotion  of  my  juniors  in  rank,  who,  Avhen 
promoted  had  fought  no  battle,  had  no  ex])erience  in  high  command  and 
little  of  any  sort,  taken  from  the  A^ery  forces  organized  by  myself  as  a 
part  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  of  which  1 was  the  commander — ])romo- 
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tious  made  over  me  while  I was  suspended  under  an  unjust  order — adds 
additional  poignancy  to  other  acts  of  injustice  I have  sustained. 

I am  the  more  induced  to  hesitate  in  taking  final  action  from  personal 
considerations  affecting  my  family.  My  whole  fortune,  large  as  it  was, 
has  been  swept  away  by  the  enemy.  In  evacuating  my  portion  of  Ten- 
nessee the  enemy  took  away  my  negro  property  from  that  State  also. 
The  policy  of  my  own  Government  induced  it  to  burn  all  my  cotton.  In 
this  way  I am  reduced  to  poverty,  with  a large  and  dependent  family  of 
grown-up  and  unmarried  daughters  on  my  hands.  Wliile  I see  no  means 
of  supporting  my  family  in  the  future,  I am,  on  the  other  hand,  doubly 
important  to  them.  In  addition  to  this  source  of  embarrassment  my 
taxes  for  the  present  year  were  assessed  on  my  whole  estate,  and  amount 
to  some  $5,000.  This  sum  I have  no  means  of  paying,  and  my  lands  will 
be  sacrificed  to  pay  this  sum  unless  the  Government  make  me  advances 
on  the  cotton  burned.  The  consideration  of  these  matters  does  not  prop- 
erly belong  to  official  communications,  but  yet  are  proper  to  be  made 
known  to  the  Government,  as  having  their  influence  on  the  course  I feel 
coustrained  to  inform  you  I am  about  to  take. 

Protesting,  as  I solemnly  do,  against  the  injustice  of  this  last  order  of 
the  Goverumeut  (explained  above),  and  claiming  a right  that  this  my 
protest  shall  be  filed  on  record  in  its  archives,  and  having  no  command 
after  a month’s  delay  waiting  for  one,  I now  inform  the  Government  that 
I shall  proceed  to  my  residence  in  Tennessee  and  there  await  the  action 
and  orders  of  the  Government  upon  this  communication.  It  is  proi)er 
to  state  likewise  that  I never  expect  to  take  further  part  in  this  strug- 
gle unless  upon  a review  of  its  own  actiou  in  regard  to  myself  it  shall 
(lo  me  full  justice.  If  satisfied  no  such  action  on  its  part  will  be  taken, 
I shall,  of  course,  promptly  forward  my  resignation. 

I transmit  this  by  Major  Cheatam,  who  will  bring  to  me  your  reply. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GID.  J.  PILLOW, 
Brigadier- General^  C.  8.  Army, 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond^  Fh.,  October  21,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  Gideon  J.  Pillow:  I 

General  : I have  received  and  carefully  considered  your  letter  of 
the  10th  instant,  and  am  constrained  to  say  that  I find  in  it  nothing  in 
reference  to  the  operations  at  Port  Donelson  which  you  had  not  already 
communicated  in  conversation,  except  the  statement,  now  for  the  first 
time  made,  that*^^  the  necessity  for  the  surrender  was  caused  by  Gen- 
eral Buckner’s  unsuccessful  attack  on  the  Wynn’s  Ferry  road  battery 
and  his  failure  to  hold  his  rifle  pits.” 

Declining  to  enter  into  this  new  i)oint  of  controversy  between  General 
Buckner  and  yourself,  I find  nothing  in  the  letter  to  change  my  opinion  | 
of  your  conduct  at  Fort  Donelson  or  to  render  it  proper  that  the  order  I 
of  which  you  complain  should  be  rescinded.  Neither  do  I find  in  the 
report  of  Colonel  Gilmer  any  confirmation  of  your  oi^inions.  His  sup- 
plemental report,  if  made,  has  not  been  laid  before  me.  Should  it  sat- 
isfy  me  that  I have  done  you  injustice,  I need  not  assure  you,  general,  jl 
that  it  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  repair  it.  | 

I have  not  received  your  application  to  raise  a new  command  of  war 
volunteers  or  to  take  ten  regiments  of  skeleton  returned  volunteers  and 
fill  them  up  ”5  but  the  conscript  act  would  hinder  you  from  raising  a new 
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command,  and  the  disposition  already  made  of  tlie  returned  prisoners 
renders  it  impossible  to  place  ten  regiments  of  them  at  your  disposal. 
I regret  to  hear  of  your  losses,  and  have  expressed  my  sense  of  your 
courage  and  patriotism ; but,  as  you  rightly  remark,  the  question  of 
indemnifying  you  for  the  sacrifices  of  property  cannot  find  a place  in 
this  correspondence.  It  only  remains  for  me  to  say  that,  entertaining 
the  opinion  expressed  in  the  order  of  which  you  complain,  I cannot 
rescind  it;  and  .since  you  make  your  retirement  from  service  the  only 
alternative,  your  resignation  is  accepted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War, 

MuRFREESBOROuan,  Tenn.,  November  8,  1862. 
Hon.  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Your  communication  of  October  21  is  received.  I have  not  resigned. 
In  my  letter  of  October  10,  to  which  yours  is  in  reply,  I used  the  follow- 
ing language : 

Believin"  now  that  I am  the  victim  of  injustice ; that  my  past  services  are  not  and 
never  will  be  appreciated;  being  without  command  after  every  effort  on  my  part  to 
procure  one,  and  believing  that  I can  render  the  country  no  service,  I am  forced  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  is  my  duty  to  retire  from  the  service.  Yet  I have  determined 
to  make  the  very  last  effort  at  vindication  and  to  procure  a command  before  retiring 
finally  from  the  service. 

Again,  I said  in  that  letter : 

Protesting,  as  I solemnly  do,  against  the  injustice  of  this  last  order  of  the  Govern- 
ment (explained  above),  and  claiming  a right  that  this  my  protest  shall  be  filed  on 
record  in  its  archives,  and  having  no  command  after  a month’s  delay  waiting  for  one, 
I now  inform  the  Government  that  I shall  proceed  to  my  residence  in  Tennessee  and 
there  await  the  action  and  orders  of  the  Government  upon  this  communication.  It  is 
proper  to  state  likewise  that  I never  expect  to  take  further  part  in  this  struggle  unless 
upon  a review  of  its  own  action  in  regard  to  myself  it  shall  do  me  full  justice.  If 
satisfied  no  such  action  on  its  part  will  be  taken,  I shall,  of  course,  xiromptly  forward 
my  resignation. 

By  no  popular  or  legal  interpretation  can  this  language  be  construed 
into  resignation  nor  was  it  so  intended.  The  language  used,  will 
forward  my  resignation,”  expressly  negatives  and  excludes  the  infer- 
ence that  there  was  a resignation.  By  it  my  future  course  was  made 
to  depend  upon  my  conviction  that  justice  would  not  be  done  me  by  the 
Government.  Upon  this  subject  my  mind  is  not  satisfied. 

The  “ grave  error  of  judgment”  imputed  to  me  is  that  it  was  deter- 
mined in  council  of  February  14,  1862 — for  no  other  council  was  held 
before  the  battle — that  the  army  should  cut  its  way  through  the  enemy ^s 
line  of  investment  and  retreat  from  the  battle-field,  and  that,  in  contra- 
vention of  this  purpose,  when  we  had  driven  the  enemy  from  his  posi- 
tion in  the  battle  of  February  15  I ordered  the  pursuit  discontinued 
and  our  works  reoccupied.  The  only  evidence  of  this  as  an  error  is 
found  in  a paragraph  of  General  Buckner’s  report,  in  which  he  treats 
the  order  as  defeating  the  retreat.  My  reply  has  been  and  is  that  Gen- 
eral Buckner  is  in  error  in  stating  that  any  purpose  was  ever  determined 
upon  in  council  or  ordered  elsewhere  previously  to  the  battle  to  retreat 
from  the  battle-field  ; that  my  order  was  made  to  avoid  collision  with  a 
large,  fresh  force  of  the  enemy,  which  in  our  then  condition  we  could 
not  have  withstood,  and  that  a retreat  at  that  time  was  impracticable ; 
that  General  Floyd,  my  senior  in  command,  approved  and  adopted  my 
21  R R— VOL  YII 
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order,  and  repeated  it  to  General  Buckner  as  liis  own  before  it  was 
executed,  as  is  distinctly  stated  in  General  Buckner’s  report.  In  proof 
of  the  correctness  of  this  explanation  and  of  the  necessity  of  my  order 
I refer  to  Colonel  Gilmer’s  supplemental  report.  I learn  with  surprise 
from  your  communication  of  October  21  that  his  supplemental  report 
was  not  filed,  or,  if  filed,  was  not  laid  before  you.  When  last  in  Eich- 
mond,.upon  my  written  application  you  made  an  order  directing  him  to 
make  a supplemental  report  upon  the  points  under  consideration.  He 
being  on  duty  in  that  city,  I had  a right,  after  the  lapse  of  a month,  to 
suppose  that  document  was  on  file  in  the  Department  and  was  before 
you.  I find,  howev  er,  in  your  dispatch  of  October  21  this  sentence : 

His  (Colonel  Gilmer’s)  supplemental  rei)ort,  if  made,  has  not  been  laid  before  me. 
Should  ifc  satisfy  me  that  I have  done  you  injustice,  I need  not  assure  you,  general, 
that  it  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  repair  it. 

From  this  it  is  manifest  that  no  proof,  other  than  the  circumstances 
given  by  me  in  explanation,  was  before  the  Department  when  your 
letter  of  October  21  was  written. 

Having  it  in  my  power  to  place  before  you  proofs  which  I am  per- 
suaded will  be  satisfactory,  I shall  cause  to  be  laid  before  you  as 
])romptly  as  possible,  in  the  shape  of  supplemental  reports,  official  state- 
ments of  Brig.  Gens.  B.  E.  Johnson  and  Forrest,  and  Colonel  Gilmer. 
They  will  accompany  this  communication,  except  Colonel  Gilmer’s  report, 
which  as  early  as  possible  I shall  cause  to  be  laid  before  you. 

The  labors  I have  performed  in  behalf  of  the  cause  in  which  we  are 
engaged,  and  the  sacrifices  I have  endured,  i)rove  my  devotion,  and 
should  satisfy  the  President  that  I did  not  desire  to  quit  the  service 
until  we  had  achieved  the  independence  of  the  country  j but  I have  felt 
and  still  feel  deeply  aggrieved  by  the  order  of  the  Government,  know- 
ing that  it  is  founded  in  error  and  is  unjust.  Until  the  merits  of  the 
case  shall  have  been  passed  upon  by  the  President  with  these  proofs 
before  him  (however  inditferent  I feel  about  the  position  I hold),  I can- 
not and  never  contemplated  retiring.  Holding  myself  subject  to  the 
orders  of  the  Government  and  in  communication  with  Major-General 
Breckinridge’s  headquarters,  I shall  await  its  action. 

Very  respect! ally,  your  obedient  servant, 

GID.  J.  PILLOW, 
Brigadier -Ge7ieraly  G.  S.  Army. 


Brief  of  General  Pillow  for  the  Secretary  of  War. 

A preliminary  question  for  consideration  is,  was  my  letter  of  October 
10  a resignation  in  fact  or  in  law?  I deny  that  it  is.  This  will  be  set- 
tled by  the  letter  itself.  If  the  letter  was  not  a resignation,  should  not 
the  letter  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  October  21  be  withdrawn  ? 

The  order  complained  of  as  unjust  is  in  the  following  language,  viz: 

* *■  * It  is  impossible  to  acquit  Brig.  Gen.  Gideon  J.  Pillow  of  grave  errors  in  the 

military  operation  of  the  army  at  Donelson,  resulting  in  its  surrender. 

In  reply  to  my  application  for  an  explanation  and  specification  of  the 
errors  ascribed  to  me,  it  is  said  that  my  order  calling  off  the  pursuit  (after 
the  main  battle  of  February  15  had  been  fought,  and  ordering  the  reoc- 
cupation of  our  works)  defeated  the  previously-settled  determination  of 
a council  of  general  officers,  held  on  the  night  of  February  10,  to  retreat 
from  the  battle-field  on  February  15,  and  was  a grave  error  of  judgment. 
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In  the  first  place^  I deny  that  my  order  was  in  contravention  of  any 
previously-settled  purpose  of  the  council  of  general  officers  held  on  the 
night  of  February  14.  I deny  that  it  was  ever  determined  or  even  ])ro- 
posed  in  the  council  of  the  night  of  the  14th  to  retreat  from  the  battle- 
field or  to  abandon  the  works.  In  that  council  we  determined  to  give 
the  enemy  battle  on  the  next  day  (15th),  and  we  settled  the  xdans  of 
battle^  nothing  else.  Our  purpose  was  to  cut  up  the  enemy’s  investing 
forces  before  his  fresh  troops  could  get  in  position,  thus  defeating  his 
designs  upon  our  position  and  opening  our  communications,  and  intend- 
ing afterwards  to  be  governed  by  circumstances.  We  all  believed  we 
would  ultimately  be  forced  to  retire  from  the  position,  then  invested  by 
a force  of  30,000  men,  threatened  with  a fresh  force  of  20,000 ; but  it  was 
likewise  believed  that  if  we  were  completely  successful  in  the  sally  we 
might  hold  the  position  for  a time  and  save  the  vast  interests  known  to 
depend  upon  our  doing  so. 

In  proof  of  the  correctness  of  this  position  I refer  to  the  supplemental 
reports  ot  Brig.  Gens.  B.  E.  Johnson  and  Forrest  and  Colonel  Gilmer. 
I maintain,  therefore,  that  my  order  calling  off  the  pursuit  was  not  in 
contravention  of  any  purpose  previously  settled  by  the  council  of  gen- 
eral ofiicers  before  the  battle  and  was  not  a grave  error  of  judgment. 

Secondly,  no  retreat  of  the  army  was  defeated  by  the  order,  for  none 
had  been  resolved  upon,  and  at  that  time  a successful  retreat  from  the 
battle-field  could  not  have  been  made.  I maintain  that  the  order  was 
necessary  and  proper,  and  was  the  only  means  of  avoiding  an  imme- 
diate conflict  with  a vastly  superior  force  of  fresh  trooi^s,  which  in  our 
then  condition  we  could  not  have  withstood. 

We  had  fought  seven  and  a half  hours  a force  of  three  to  one.  We 
had  pursued  the  retreating  foe  nearly  3 miles  and  to  within  3 miles  of 
the  gunboat  landing,  and  until  we  met  and  had  a severe  conflict  with 
the  advance  of  his  fresh  troops,  under  General  0.  F.  Smith.  These  facts 
all  appear  in  General  Buckner’s  report  as  well  as  in  my  own. 

My  own  command  (full  two-thirds  of  the  army  in  the  fight)  was  out 
of  ammunition,  and  the  reports  of  General  Buckner  and  those  of  his 
colonels  show  that  his  command  had  but  little  left.  Our  artillery  was 
left  in  the  works  because  we  could  not  use  it  in  the  field.  If  we  had  pur- 
sued the  enemy  farther,  we  would  have  had  to  contend  with  his  veterans 
and  fresh  forces  combined — fully  40,000  men.  With  our  small  and  ex- 
hausted command  (originally  only  10,000  men  in  the  fight),  it  is  obvious 
that  we  would  have  been  crushed,  and  perhaps  annihilated. 

If  we  had  remained  in  the  open  field  outside  our  works  long  enough 
to  have  reformed  the  command,  supplied  its  wants,  and  brought  out  our 
artillery  and  the  six  regiments  left  within,  as  necessary  in  their  posi- 
tions, the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  would  have  been  precipitated  upon 
us  before  it  was  possible  to  have  commenced  the  retreat. 

When  fully  prepared,  it  is  known  to  be  a most  difficult  operation  for 
an  exhausted  command  to  retreat  before  a superior  force ; but  when  the 
retreating  force  is  without  ammunition  and  artillery  and  the  pursuing 
force  is  fresh,  a successful  retreat  is  impossible. 

The  proof  shows  that  the  weather  was  intensely  cold;  that  the  coun- 
try over  which  we  would  have  had  to  pass  was  destitute  of  any  sui)i)lies; 
that  we  had  no  artillery  at  hand  ; that  my  command  had  neither  rations, 
knapsacks,  blankets,  nor  ammunition,  and  that  General  Buckner’s  IukI 
an  inadequate  suppl^^ ; that  the  regiments  and  brigades  were  broken, 
mixed,  and  scattered  over  the  field,  as  is  always  rhe  case  after  so  long 
and  severe  a battle.  Under  such  circumstances  I maintain  that  retreat 


324 


OPERATIONS  IN  KY.,  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  S.W.  VA.  [Chap.  XVII. 

was  impracticable,  and  that  my  order  was  necessary  and  proper,  and  the 
only  means  of  saving  the  army  from  imminent  peril  of  annihilation. 

It  was  in  this  most  obvious  view  of  the  case  that  General  Floyd,  who 
had,  as  he  states  in  his  report,  ordered  the  command  to  remain  in  the 
open  field,  countermanded  his  order,  approved,  adopted,  and  issued  my 
order  as  his  own,  before  my  order  was  executed,  as  is  stated  by  General 
Buckner  in  his  report,  at  page  102  of  the  pamphlet. 

To  have  attempted  a retreat  without  reformation  of  the  command, 
without  artillery,  without  a fresh  supply  of  ammunition  (which  we 
could  only  obtain  from  our  works),  with  one-third  of  our  whole  force 
left  in  the  works,  and  in  the  face  of  20,000  fresh  troops,  must  have 
resulted  in  the  massacre  or  capture  of  the  command. 

In  proof  of  the  facts  stated  above  reference  is  made  to  the  reports 
already  referred  to.  An  additional  proof  of  the  necessity  of  my  order 
is  seen  in  the  fact  stated  by  General  Buckner,  that  before  he  got  back 
to  his  rifle  pits  the  enemy  had  taken  possession  of  a portion  of  them, 
from  which  he  could  not  be  dislodged.  This  made  it  impossible  for  us 
long  to  hold  the  position.  Indeed,  there  remained  only  one  of  two 
alternatives,  viz,  to  capitulate  or  to  sup|)ly  the  wants  of  our  army  and 
cut  our  way  out  on  the  night  of  the  15th,  which  I was  in  favor  of 
attempting.  (See  statements  of  Forrest,  Burch,  and  others.) 

In  addition  to  this,  I aver  that  General  Buckner  never  gave  me  to 
understand,  nor  did  I know,  that  he  expected  me  to  retreat  from  the 
battle-field  ; nor  did  he  report  his  readiness  to  do  so,  or  his  opinion  that 
we  ought  or  could  do  so,  neither  did  General  Floyd  say  one  word  to 
me  upon  that  subject. 

My  original  reports,  at  page  35  of  the  pamphlet,  written  on  February 
18,  only  three  days  after  the  capitulation,  sustained  the  views  herein 
expressed  as  to  the  purpose  we  had  settled  on  the  night  of  the  14th 
and  as  to  the  impracticability  of  any  other  course  than  the  one  pursued. 
That  the  loss  of  the  garrison  was  a severe  misfortune  none  will  pretend 
to  deny.  That  loss  was  the  result  of  the  investment  by  vastly  superior 
numbers.  We  all  saw  our  danger,  and  the  battle  of  the  15th  in  the 
open  field  proves  it  was  given  for  the  express  purpose  of  relieving  us; 
but  yet,  in  view  of  the  disastrous  consequences  to  the  country  of  the 
fall  of  the  position,  we  felt  our  duty  (as  General  elohnston  instructed  the 
undersigned)  to  hold  the  position  as  long  as  was  possible.  I was  then 
and  am  now  clear  in  the  conviction  that  we  could  not  have  retreated 
from  the  battle-field.  If  the  army  could  have  been  saved,  as  I believed 
it  could,  it  was  on  the  night  of  February  15  and  morning  of  the  ICth. 
N’one  of  these  proofs  were  before  the  Government  when  the  order  com- 
plained of  was  issued.  I had  no  notice  of  the  points  made  in  General 
Buckner’s  report  until  the  order  had  issued,  and  as  I then  had  no 
opportunity  of  explanation,  I trust  the  Government  will  pardon  the 
length  of  these  remarks,  submitted  in  the  shape  of  a brief  of  the  facts. 
Trusting  that  the  President  will  be  satisfied,  from  the  proofs  now  pre- 
sented, that  the  order  does  me  injustice,  I cheerfully  submit  the  case  to 
his  judgment  and  sense  of  right. 

GID.  J.  PILLOW, 
Brigadier- General,  G.  S.  Army. 

ISTote. — See  Colonel  Gilmer’s  original  report,  pages  167  and  168 
[p.  263],  for  a clear  statement  of  what  was  determined  upon  the  night 
of  February  14. 

GID.  J.  PILLOW, 
Brigadier- General,  G.  JS.  Army. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  289.  j Richmond,  December  10,  1862. 

On  review  of  the  communication  of  Brig.  Gen.  G.  J.  Pillow,  con- 
strued as  a tender  of  his  resignation  and  acted  on  by  its  acceptance, 
but  not,  as  General  Pillow  contends,  so  intended  or  correctly  interpreted, 
the  order  accepting  his  resignation  is  revoked,  and  he  will  be  regarded 
as  having  never  surrendered  his  commission.  He  will  rejjort  to  Gen- 
eral Joseph  E.  Johnston  for  duty. 

By  command  of  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

Brigadier-General  Pillow,  Richmond, 


Marietta,  Ga.,  October  1,  1863. 
His  Excellency  President  Davis: 

Sir:  In  addressing  you  this  unofficial  letter,  calling  your  attention 
to  a matter  of  personal  interest  to  myself,  I simply  apjjeal  to  your  sense 
of  justice,  as  the  Commander-in-Ghief  of  the  Army,  in  the  only  way  I 
can  communicate  personally  with  you. 

I do  not  believe,  I cannot  believe,  you  capable  of  intentional  injustice 
to  any  man  or  officer,  much  less  to  one  who  lias  been  your  personal  and 
political  friend  for  the  last  fifteen  years.  Yet,  as  matters  now  stand,  I 
feel  that  great  injustice  has  been  done  me,  and  that  you  alone  have  the 
power  of  correction.  I allude  to  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  Mr. 
Randolph,  in  regard  to  the  operations  of  the  army  at  Fort  Donelson. 
Without  intending  any  rejection  upon  Mr.  Randolph,  it  is  nevertheless 
not  improper  to  inform  you  that  he  was  mj  jyersonal  enemy,  growing  out 
of  my  controversy  with  General  Scott,  in  which  Mr.  N.  P.  Trist  (Mr. 
Randolph’s  brother-in-law)  was  a chief  witness.  I think  it  the  more 
necessary  to  give  this  information  because  you  mentioned  in  my  pres- 
ence to  Mr.  Randolph  that  you  had  not  seen  the  order  until  in  that 
interview. 

Knowing  the  view  you  took  of  the  operations  of  the  army  at  that 
place,  upon  the  then  existing  state  of  the  case  as  it  appeared  in  the 
record  (the  Secretary’s  order  having  been  based  entirely  on  the  report  of 
General  Buckner,  in  which  I know  he  had  fallen  into  error),  1 have  since 
taken  the  testimony  of  General  B.  R.  Johnson,  General  Eoriest,  and 
Colonel  Gilmer,  all  of  whom  testify  that,  in  the  then  condition  of  our  army 
and  in  the  face  of  General  0.  F.  Smith’s  fresh  force  of  20,000  men,  a 
successful  retreat  of  our  army  was  impracticable,  and  that  no  inevious 
determination  to  retreat  from  the  battle-field  had  been  determined  upon 
or  even  suggested. 

I have  also  taken  the  sworn  testimony  of  four  other  witnesses,  to  wit: 
Captain  Hinson,  Dr.  Moore,  Captain  Newberry,  and  Lieutenant  Hollis- 
ter, all  of  whom  testify  that  the  enemy  had  not  reinvested  our  position  or 
army  on  the  night  of  the  15th  February,  as  was  then  supi)osed,  and 
never  did  reinvest,  and  that  the  army  was  surrendered  under  a delusion, 
and  that  our  army  could  have  marched  out  on  the  night  of  the  15th  or 
morning  of  the  16 th  February  without  any  obstacle  or  opposition.  If 
these  facts  be  so,  and  they  are  fully  so  proved  by  the  most  indis])utable 
testimony,  it  follows  as  a necessary  consequence  that  I was  right  in  not 
attempting  to  retreat  when  it  was  impracticable  on  the  15th,  and  that 
the  error  was  committed  by  the  officers  who  refused  to  march  out  on 
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the  night  of  the  15th,  when  we  could  have  done  so  without  risk  or  ob- 
stacle. Upon  this  point  I inclose  you  the  statement  of  Brig.  Gen.  W. 
A.  Quarles,  recently  furnished  me,  having  just  met  him  for  the  first 
time  since  we  separated  at  Donelson. 

All  this  testimony  is  on  file  in  the  War  Office,  but  has  never,  I pre- 
sume, been  laid  before  you.  When  I last  saw  you  in  Kichmond,  in  No- 
vember last,  you  told  me  you  had  not  seen  any  of  the  testimony,  but  you 
assured  me,  as  soon  as  your  public  duties  would  permit,  after  your  return 
from  your  western  tour,  you  would  take  the  case  up,  examine  it,  and 
icould  do  me  justice^  Under  this  assurance  I have  been  content  to 
work  on  in  the  humble  position  to  which  I have  been  assigned,  never 
doubting  but  that  you  would  utimately  do  me  justice.  To  mj^  letters 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  I have  received  no  answer ; my  communicatious 
transmitting  the  proofs  above  adverted  to  were  not  even  acknowledged. 

I am  therefore  driven  to  the  necessity  of  addressing  you  privately  and 
unofficially,  appealing  to  your  sense  of  justice,  or  of  resting  forever 
under  the  censure  implied  by  the  order  of  Secretary  Kaudolph,  while 
the  proof  on  file,  but  which  you  have  not  seen,  fully  vindicates  me 
against  the  very  error  ascribed  to  me  as  causing  the  sacrifice  of  that 
army.  My  position  is  rendered  more  painful  from  the  conviction  rest- 
ing upon  the  minds  of  my  friends,  who  know  the  truth  of  the  case,  and 
of  that  of  the  public,  resulting  from  the  fact  that  I have  never  been 
promoted  while  all  others  who  fought  under  me  have  been.  They  very 
naturally  suppose  that  there  is  something  else  in  my  conduct  which 
your  judgment  condemns  as  much  more  criminal  than  even  the  error 
ascribed  to  me  in  the  order. 

Under  these  circumstances  I feel  well  assured,  from  my  knowledge  of 
yonr  character,  that  jmu  will  pardon  the  liberty  which,  as  a citizen,  I take 
of  calling  your  attention  to  the  case  of  an  injured  officer  and  earnestly 
asking  your  attention  to  the  case.  If  you  will  take  up  the  case  and 
examine  the  i^roof  I will  cheerfully  submit  to  your  own  sense  of  right 
and  justice. 

i am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

GID.  J.  PILLOW. 


Marietta,  Ga.,  October  3,  1863. 

His  Excellency  President  Dayis  : 

Having  found  the  original  letter  or  statement  of  General  Quarles, 
I herewith  forward  it.  You  will  perceive  an  error  in  the  copy  1 sent 
you,  the  copy  using  the  word  partially”  instead  of  “ jjositively”  in 
regard  to  the  determination  to  surrender  the  command. 

Ybth  assurances  of  my  continued  friendship,  I am,  your  obedient 
servant, 

GID.  J.  PILLOW. 

[Inclosure.] 

Col.  W.  A.  Quarles^  statement  of  facts  relative  to  Fort  Donelson. 

Marietta,  Ga.,  August  1,  1863. 

General  Gideon  J.-  Pillow  : 

In  accordance  with  your  request  I make  the  following  statement  of 
a couversation  with  you  on  the  morning  of  the  day  of  the  surrender  of 
the  troops  at  Fort  Donelson : 

I called  at  the  general  headquarters  for  orders,  and  while  there  heard 
that  we  were  about  to  be  surrendered. 
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I immediately  approaclied  jmu  and  asked  you  if  it  was  true  You 
replied  it  was.  I then  asked  you  if  there  was  no  possible  way  to  i)re- 
vent  it  and  tight  out.  Your  reply  was,  No;  I have  iought  against  tlie 
surrender  in  the  council,  but  my  senior  and  junior  in  command  overrule 
me.  I can  do  nothing ; I am  f>owerless ; the  surrender  has  been  posi- 
tively determined  on;  had  I my  way  I would  fight  the  troops;  1 believe 
I could  get  them  out.”  Your  words  are  impressed  upon  my  memory, 
and  I think  I give  your  very  language. 

I am,  general,  very  respecttully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  QUAELES, 

Colonel  Forty-second  Tennessee  Begiment. 

This  conversation  was  before  the  flag  of  truce  was  sent  out. 


No.  52. 

Beports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Simon  B.  Buclcner^  C.  8.  Army^  commanding  divis- 

ion.,  &c. 

Headquarters  Cumberland  Army, 

• Dover,  Tenn.,  February  18,  18G2. 

Sir  : It  becomes  my  duty  to  report  that  the  remains  of  this  army, 
after  winning  some  brilliant  successes  both  in  repulsing  the  assaults  of 
the  enemy  and  in  sallying  successfully  through  their  lines,  have  been 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  a surrender. 

At  the  earliest  practicable  day  I will  send  a detailed  report  of  its 
operations.  I can  only  say  now  that,  after  the  battle  of  the  15th  instant 
had  beeu  won  and  my  division  of  the  army  was  being  established  in 
position  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  army,  the  plan  of  battle  seemed  to 
have  been  changed  and  the  troops  were  ordered  back  to  the  trenches. 
Before  my  own  division  returned  to  their  works  on  the  extreme  right 
the  lines  were  assailed  at  that  point  and  my  extreme  right  was  occu- 
pied by  a large  force  of  the  enemy,  but  I successfully  repelled  theif 
further  assaults. 

It  was  the  purpose  of  General  Floyd  to  effect  the  retreat  of  the  army 
over  the  ground  which  had  been  won  in  the  morning,  and  the  troops 
moved  from  their  works  with  that  view ; but  before  any  movement  for 
that  purpose  was  organized  a reconnaissance  showed  that  the  ground 
was  occupied  by  the  enemy  in  great  strength.  General  Floyd  then  de- 
termined to  retreat  across  the  river  with  such  force  as  could  escape;  but 
as  there  were  no  boats  until  nearly  daylight  on  the  IGth,  he  left  with 
some  regiments  of  Virginia  troops  about  daylight,  and  was  accompanied 
by  Brigadier-General  Pillow. 

I was  thus  left  in  command  of  the  remnant  of  the  army,  which  had 
been  placed  in  movement  for  a retreat  which  was  discovered  to  be  im- 
practicable. My  men  were  in  a state  of  complete  exhaustion  from  ex- 
treme suffering  from  cold  and  fatigue.  The  supply  of  aminnuition, 
especially  for  the  artillery,  was  being  rapidly  exhausted ; the  army  was 
to  a great  extent  demoralized  by  the  retrograde  movement.  On  being 
placed  in  command  1 ordered  such  troops  as  could  not  cross  the  river 
to  return  to  their  intrenchments,  to  make  at  the  last  moment  such  re- 
sistance as  was  i)Ossible  to  the  overwhelming  force  of  the  enemy.  But 
a small  portion  of  the  forces  had  returned  to  the  lines  when  I receivtnl 
from  General  Grant  a reply  to  my  proposal  to  negotiate  for  teims  of 
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surrender.  To  have  refused  his  terms  would,  in  the  condit.ion  of  the 
army  at  that  time,  have  led  to  the  massacre  of  my  troops  without  any 
advantage  resulting  from  the  sacrifice.  I therefore  felt  it  my  highest 
duty  to  these  brave  men,  whose  conduct  had  been  so  brilliant  and  whose 
sufferings  had  been  so  intense,  to  accept  the  ungenerous  terras  })roposed 
by  the  Federal  commander,  who  overcame  us  solely  by  overwhelming 
superiority  of  numbers.  This  army  is  accordingly  prisoners  of  war, 
the  officers  retaining  their  side-arms  and  private  property  and  the  sol- 
diers their  clothing  and  blankets.  I regret  to  state,  however,  that,  not- 
withstanding the  earnest  efforts  of  General  Grant  and  many  of  his  offi- 
cers to  prevent  it,  our  camps  have  been  a scene  of  almost  indiscriminate 
13illage  by  the  Federal  troops. 

In  conclusion,  I request,  at  the  earliest  time  practicable,  a court  of 
inquiry,  to  examine  into  the  causes  of  the  surrender  of  this  army. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  BUCKhTEE, 
Brigadier- General^  G.  S.  Army, 

Col.  W.  W.  Mackall, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Nashville^  Tenn, 


Eichmond,  Ya.,  August  11,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  that  portion  of  the  Second  Division  of  the  Central  Army  of  Ken- 
tucky wliich  was  detached  from  Bowling  Green  and  Eussellville,  Ky.,  to 
aid  in  the  defense  of  Fort  Donelson  and  the  village  of  Dover,  on  the 
Cumberland  Eiver,  Tenn. : 

By  the  courtesy  of  Brig.  Gen.  Grant,  U.  S.  Army,  I was  permitted  to 
transmit  to  Clarksville,  Term.,. a brief  report  of  the  surrender  of  Fort 
Donelson,  but,  as  I now  learn  it  never  reached  the  headquarters  of  Gen- 
eral A.  S.  Johnston,  1 transmit  herewith  a copy. 

I liave  been  jirevented  from  making  an  early  report  by  the  refusal  of 
the  Federal  authorities  during  my  imprisonment  either  to  2)ermit  me 
to  make  a report  or  to  receive  the  report  of  subordinate  commanders. 
Such,  indeed,  vt^as  the  discourtesy  of  the  Federal  War  De[)arrment  that, 
though  kept  m solitary  confinement  during  my  imprisonment  and  pre- 
vented from  holding  communications  with  any  of  my  fellow- prisoners,  a 
request  on  my  i:>art  to  be  informed  of  the  cause  of  a proceeding  so  un- 
usual amongst  nations  iiretending  to  follow  the  rules  of  civilized  war- 
fare failed  to  elicit  a response. 

On  February  11  ultimo  Brigadier-General  Floyd  had  resolved  to  con- 
centrate his  division  and  my  own  at  Cumberland  City,  with  a view  of 
operating  from  some  jioint  on  the  railway  west  of  that  position  in  the 
direction  of  Fort  Donelson  or  Fort  Henry,  thus  maintaining  his  com- 
munications with  Kashville  by  the  way  of  Charlotte. 

I reached  Fort  Donelson  on  the  night  of  February  11,  with  orders 
from  General  Floyd  to  direct  General  Pillow  to  send  back  at  once  to 
Cumberland  City  the  troops  which  had  been  designated. 

Before  leaving  Clarksville  I had,  by  authority  of  General  Floyd, 
ordered  ScotFs  regiment  of  Louisiana  cavalry  to  operate  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Cumberland  Elver,  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Donelson,  with 
a view  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  any  of  the  enemy’s  field  batter- 
ies which  might  interfere  with  our  transports.  General  Pillow  declined 
to  execute  the  order  of  which  I was  the  bearer  until  he  should  have  a 
personal  interview  with  General  Floyd. 
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Accordingly  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  he  left  me  temporarily  in  com- 
mand and  proceeded  himself  in  a steamer  to  Cumberland  City.  .Before 
leaving  he  informed  me  that  he  had  directed  a reconnaissance  to  be 
made  by  Colonel  Forrest’s  cavalry,  with  instructions  in  no  event  to 
bring  on  an  engagement  should  the  enemy  ai)proach  in  force. 

General  Pillow  left  me  under  the  impression  that  he  did  not  expect 
an  immediate  advance  of  the  enemy,  and  regarded  their  approach  from 
the  direction  of  Fort  Henry  as  impracticable.  During  the  morning  For- 
rest reported  the  enemy  advancing  in  force,  with  the  view  of  envelop- 
ing our  line  of  defense,  and  for  a time  he  was  engaged  with  his  usual 
gallantry  in  heavy  skirmishing  with  them,  at  one  time  driving  one  of 
their  battalions  back  upon  their  artillery. 

About  noon  General  Pillow  returned  and  resumed  command,  it  hav- 
ing been  determined  to  re-enforce  the  garrison  with  the  remaining  troops 
from  Cumberland  City  and  Clarksville. 

The  defenses  were  in  a very  imperfect  condition.  The  space  to  be 
defended  by  the  army  was  quadrangular  in  shape,  being  limited  on  the 
north  by  the  Cumberland  Eiver,  on  the  east  and  west  by  small  streams 
now  converted  into  deep  sloughs  by  the  high  water,  and  on  the  south  by 
our  line  of  defense.  The  river  line  exceeded  a mile  in  length.  The  line 
of  defense  was  about  two  miles  and  a half  long,  and  its  distance  from  the 
river  varied  from  one-fourth  to  three-fourths  of  a mile.  The  line  of  in- 
trenchments  consisted  of  a few  logs  rolled  together  and  but  slightly 
covered  with  earth,  forming  an  insufficient  protection  even  against  field 
artillery. 

Not  more  than  one-third  of  the  line  was  completed  on  the  morning  of 
the  12th.  It  had  been  located  under  the  direction  of  that  able  engineer 
officer  Major  Gilmer  near  the  crests  of  a series  of  ridges,  which  sloped 
backwards  to  the  river,  and  were  again  commanded  in  several  jdaces  by 
other  ridges  at  a still  greater  distance  from  the  river.  This  chain  of 
heights  was  intersected  by  deep  valleys  and  ravines,  which  materially 
interfered  with  communications  between  difierent  parts  of  the  line. 
Between  the  village  of  Dover  and  the  water  batteries  a broad  and  deep 
valley,  extending  directly  back  from  the  river  and  flooded  by  the  high 
water,  intersected  the  quadrangular  area  occupied  by  the  army  and 
almost  completely  isolated  the  right  wing.  That  part  of  the  line  which 
covered  the  land  approach  to  the  water  batteries,  and  constituted  our 
right  wing,  was  assigned  to  me,  with  a i^ortion  of  my  division,  con- 
sisting of  the  Third  or  Col.  John  C.  Brown’s  brigade,  which  was  com- 
posed of  the  Third  Tennessee  Volunteers  (which  was  Colonel  Brown’s 
regiment) ; Eighteenth  Tennessee  Eegiment,  Col.  Jos.B.  Palmer;  Thirty- 
second  Tennessee  Eegiment,  Colonel  [E.  C.]  Cook;  half  of  Colonel 
Baldwin’s  Second  Brigade  (temporarily  attached  to  Colonel  Brown’s); 
Second  Eegiment  Kentucky  Volunteers,  Col.  E.  W.  Hanson ; Fourteenth 
Mississippi  Volunteers,  Major  [W.  L.J  Doss;  Forty-first  Tennessee  V"ol- 
unteers.  Colonel  [Eobert]  Farquharson;  Porter’s  battery  of  six  field 
pieces,  and  Graves’  battery  of  six  field  pieces. 

The  remaining  regiments  of  Baldwin’s  brigade,  the  Twenty-sixth  Ten- 
nessee Volunteers,  Colonel  [John  M.]  Lillard,  and  the  Twenty-sixth  Mis- 
sissippi Volunteers,  Colonel  [A.  E.]  Eeynolds,  together  witl)  the  brigade 
commander,  were  detached  from  my  command  by  Brigadier-General 
Pillow,  and  assigned  a position  on  the  left  of  the  line  of  intrenchments. 

The  work  on  my  lines  was  prosecuted  with  energy  and  was  urged 
forward  as  rapidly  as  the  limited  number  of  tools  would  i)ermit,  so  that 
by  the  morning  of  the  13th  my  i^osition  was  in  a respectable  state  of 
defense. 
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My  disposition  of  the  troops  was  as  follows  : 

Hanson’s  regiment  on  the  extreme  right;  Palmer’s  regiment,  with 
its  reserve,  in  position  to  re-enforce  Hanson ; Porter’s  battexy  occupying 
the  advanced  salient,  sweeping  the  road  which  led  to  the  front,  and 
flanking  the  intrenchments  both  to  the  right  and  to  the  left.  The 
reserve  of  the  Fourteenth  Mississippi  was  held  as  its  support.  Brown’s, 
Cook’s,  and  Farquharson’s  regiments  were  on  the  left.  Graves’  battery 
occupied  a position  near  the  extreme  left  of  the  intrenchments  on  the 
declivity  of  the  hill,  whence  it  swept  the  valley  with  its  fire  and  flanked 
the  position  of  Colonel  Heiinan  to  the  east  of  the  valley. 

' From  three  to  five  companies  of  each  regiment  were  deployed  as 
skirmishers  in  the  rifle  pits.  The  other  comijanies  of  each  regiment 
were  massed  in  columns,  sheltered  from  the  enemy’s  fire  behind  the 
irregularities  of  the  ground,  and  held  in  convenient  positions  to  re- 
enforce any  portion  of  the  line  that  might  be  seriously  threatened. 

NTo  serious  demonstration  was  made  on  our  lines  on  the  12th. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  a column  of  the  enemy’s  infantry, 
which  was  apparently  forming  to  move  down  the  valley  between  my 
left  and  Heiman’s  right,  was  driven  back  by  a few  well-directed  shots 
from  Graves’  battery. 

About  10  o’clock  in  the  morning  the  enemy  made  a vigorous  attack 
upon  Hanson’s  position,  but  was  repulsed  with  heavy  loss.  The  attack 
was  subsequently  renewed  by  three  heavy  regiments,  but  was  again 
repulsed  by  the  Second  Kentucky  Eegiment,  aided  by  a part  of  the 
Eighteenth  Tennessee.  In  both  these  affairs,  and  also  in  a third  re- 
pulse of  the  enemy  from  the  same  position.  Porter’s  battery  played  a 
conspicuous  parr. 

About  11  o’clock  a strong  attack  was  made  on  Colonel  Heiman’s  posi- 
tion beyond  my  left.  A well-directed  fire  from  Graves’  battery  uiion  the 
flank  of  the  assaulting  column  materially  contributed  to  repulse  the  ene- 
my with  heavy  loss. 

The  fire  of  the  enemy’s  artillery  and  riflemen  was  incessant  through- 
out the  day,  but  was  responded  to  by  a well-directed  fire  from  the  in- 
trenchments, which  inflicted  upon  the  assailant  considerable  loss  and 
almost  silenced  his  fire  late  in  the  afternoon. 

On  the  preceding  night  General  Floyd  had  arrived  and  assumed  com- 
mand of  all  the  troojjs,  and  during  the  morning  visited  and  inspected 
my  lines.  My  loss  during  the  day  was  39  in  killed  and  wounded. 

The  enemy  were  comparatively  quiet  in  front  of  my  position  during 
the  14th.  On  the  morning  of  that  day  I was  summoned  to  a council 
of  general  ofQcers,  in  which  it  was  decided  unanimously,  in  view  of  the 
arrival  of  heav^y  re-enforcements  of  the  enemy  below,  to  make  an  imme- 
diate attack  ui)on  their  right,  in  order  to  open  our  communications  wiih 
Charlotte,  in  the  direction  of  NTashville.  It  was  urged  that  this  attack 
should  be  made  at  once,  before  the  disembarkation  of  the  enemy’s 
re-enforcements,  supposed  to  be  about  15,000  men.  I proposed,  with 
my  division,  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  army  should  the  sortie  prove  suc- 
cessful. I made  the  necessary  dispositions  preparatory  to  executing  the 
movement,  but  early  in  the  afternoon  the  order  was  countermanded  by 
General  Floyd,  at  the  instance,  as  I afterwards  learned,  of  General 
Pillow,  who,  after  drawing  out  his  troops  for  the  attack,  thought  it  too 
late  for  the  attempt. 

On  the  night  of  the  14th  it  was  unanimously  decided,  in  a council  of 
general  ofiicers  and  regimental  commanders,  to  attack  the  enemy’s  right 
at  daylight.  The  object  of  the  attack  was  to  force  our  way  through  his 
lines,  recover  our  communications,  and  effect  our  retreat  upon  Kashville 
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by  way  of  Charlotte,  Teim.  This  movement  had  become  imperatively 
necessary  in  consequence  of  the  vastly  superior  and  constantly  increas- 
ing f:)rce  of  the  enemy,  who  had  already  completely  enveloped  our  po- 
sition. The  general  plan  was  for  General  Pillow  to  attack  his  extreme 
right,  and  for  that  portion  of  my  division  remaining  under  my  command, 
after  being  relieved  in  the  rifle  pits  by  Colonel  Dead’s  regiment,  to  make 
an  attack  upon  the  right  of  the  enemy’s  center,  and,  if  successful,  to 
take  up  a position  in  advance  of  our  works  on  the  Wynn’s  Ferry  road, 
to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  whole  army,  after  which  my  division  was  to 
act  as  the  rear  guard. 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  15th,  a considerable  portion  of  my  division 
was  delayed  by  the  non-arrival  of  Head’s  regiment  at  the  appointed 
time,  and  by  the  slippery  condition  of  the  icy  road,  which  forbade  a 
rapid  march.  My  advance  regiment,  however  (the  Third  Tennessee), 
reached  its  position  by  daylight  in  rear  of  a portion  of  tbe  intrench- 
ments  which  had  been  occuiiied  by  General  Pillow’s  troops.  As  no 
guards  had  been  left  in  this  portion  of  the  line,  and  even  a battery  was 
left  in  position  without  a cannoneer,  I deployed  the  Third  Tennessee  in 
the  rifle  pits,  to  cover  the  formation  of  my  division  as  it  arriyed.  The 
regiments  were  formed  partly  in  line  and  partly  in  column,  and  covered 
from  the  enemy’s  artillery  Are  by  a slight  acclivity  in  front.  In  the 
mean  time  the  attack  bn  the  enemy’s  right  was  made  in  the  most  gal- 
lant and  determined  manner  by  the  division  of  General  Pillow.  For  the 
progress  of  that  action  I refer  to  the  reports  of  Colonel  Baldwin,  Colonel 
Gregg,  and  their  subordinate  commanders,  which  have  been  transmitted 
to  me,  as  the  senior  officer  left  with  the  armw 

In  front  of  my  position  the  enemy  had  a heavy  battery  posted  on  the 
Wynn’s  Ferry  road,  with  another  battery  opposite  my  left — both  sus- 
tained by  a heavy  inffintry  force. 

Major  Davidson,  acting  chief  of  my  artillery,  established  Graves’  bat- 
tery to  the  left  of  the  Wynn’s  Ferry  road  and  opened  upon  the  enemy’s 
batteries  a destructive  fire.  I also  directed  a portion  of  the  artillery  to 
open  upon  the  flank  and  left  rear  of  the  enemy’s  infantry,  who  were 
contesting  the  advance  of  General  Pillow’s  division.  In  view  of  the 
heavy  duty  which  I expected  my  division  to  undergo  in  covering  the 
retreat  of  the  army,  I thought  it  unadvisable  to  attempt  an  assault  at 
this  time  in  my  front  until  the  enemy’s  batteries  were  to  some  extent 
crippled  and  tlieir  supports  shaken  by  the  fire  of  my  artillery. 

About  1)  o’clock  General  Pillow  urged  an  advance  to  relieve  his  forces. 
I accordingly  sent  forward  the  Fourtt'enth  Mississippi,  Major  Doss, 
deployed  as  skirmishers.  At  the  request  of  its  commander  I assigned 
the  direction  of  its  movements  to  Maj.  Alexaiider  Casseday,  of  my  stafl*. 
The  line  of  skirmishers  was  sustained  by  the  Third  and  Eighteenth 
Tennessee.  Their  line  of  march  unfortunately  masked  the  fire  of  my 
artillery  upon  the  Wynn’s  Ferry  road,  but  it  continued  to  play  with 
efiect  upon  the  force  which  was  opposing  General  Pillow’s  advance.  The 
combined  attack  compelled  the  enemy  to  retire,  not,  however,  without 
inflicting  upon  my  troops  considerable  loss.  Under  a misapprehension 
of  instructions,  at  a time  when  my  artillery  was  directed  over  the  heads 
of  the  advanced  troops  upon  the  enemy’s  battery,  these  regiments  with- 
drew without  panic,  but  in  some  confusion,  to  the  trenches,  after  the 
enemy’s  infantry  had  been  driven  a considerable  distance  from  their 
position. 

As  the  enemy’s  line  of  retreat  was  along  the  Wynn’s  Ferry  road,  I 
now  organized  an  attack  farther  to  my  right,  up  a deep  valley,  which  led 
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from  neiman^s  left,  in  rear  of  tlie  position  occupied  by  the  enemy’s  bat- 
teries. 

In  order  to  cover  the  advance  of  the  infantry  column  I directed  Cap- 
tain Porter,  with  his  artillerists,  to  serve  Green’s  battery,  which  was 
already  in  position,  and  at  the  same  time  sent  a request  to  Colonel 
Heiman  to  direct  Mauey’s  battery  to  open  its  fire,  while  he  should  deploy 
a line  of  sliirmisliers  in  advance  of  his  position  to  cover  the  right  of  the 
valley.  General  Pillow  was  at  this  time,  as  I afterwards  learned,  on 
the  heights  to  my  right,  occupied  by  Heiman.  Maney’s,  Porter’s,  and 
Graves’  batteries  now  opened  a cross-fire  upon  the  enemy’s  battery  and 
liosition,  soon  crippling  some  of  his  guns  and  driviog  their  supports, 
while  the  Third,  Eighteenth,  and  Thirty-second  Tennessee  Eegiments, 
under  their  brigade  commander,  Col.  John  C.  Brown,  moved  steadily 
up  the  valley,  preceded  by  their  skirmishers,  who  soon  became  engaged 
with  those  of  the  enemy.  This  movement,  combined  with  the  brisk  fire 
of  three  batteries,  induced  a rapid  retreat  of  the  enemy,  who  abandoned 
a section  of  his  artillery.  At  the  same  time  my  infantry  were  thus  pene- 
trating the  enemy’s  line  of  retreat  Forrest,  with  a portion  of  his  cav- 
alry, charged  upon  their  right,  while  General  Pillow’s  division,  under 
the  orders  of  General  B.  K.  Johnson  and  Colonel  Baldwin,  w^ere  pressing 
their  extreme  right  about  half  a mile  to  the  left  of  this  position. 

In  this  latter  movement  a section  of  Graves’  battery  participated, 
playing  with  destructive  effect  upon  the  enemy’s  left,  while  about  the 
same  time  the  Second  Kentucky,  under  Colonel  Hanson,  charged  in 
quick-time,  as  if  upon  parade,  through  an  open  field  and  under  a destruc- 
tive fire,  without  tiring  a gun,  upon  a superior  force  of  the  enemy,  who 
broke  and  fled  in  all  directions.  A large  portion  of  the  enemy’s  right 
dispersed  through  the  woods,  and  made  their  way,  as  was  afterwards 
learned,  to  Fort  Henry. 

While  this  movement  was  going  on  I conducted  one  piece  of  artillery, 
under  Captain  Graves,  along  the  Wynn’s  Ferry  road,  supported  by  tlie 
Fourteenth  Mississippi,  and  sent  orders  to  the  residue  of  Graves’  bat- 
tery and  I'orter’s  and  Jackson’s  batteries  and  Farquharson’s  Tennessee 
regiment  to  follow  the  movement  with  rajndity.  I also  sent  to  direct 
Hanson’s  regiment  to  rejoin  me.  The  enemy,  in  his  retreat,  had  now 
taken  up  a strong  position  on  the  road  beyond  the  point  where  it  crosses 
the  valley.  I directed  the  position  to  be  attacked  by  the  Third,  Eight- 
eenth, and  Thirty-second  Tennessee  Eegiments,  the  first  on  the  left, 
the  others  on  the  right  of  the  road,  while  Graves’  piece  took  position 
in  the  road  within  250  or  300  yards  of  the  enemy’s  guns.  These  regi- 
ments, under  the  immediate  command  of  Colonel  Brown,  advanced  gal- 
lantly to  the  attack,  while  Graves’  piece  responded  with  effect  to  the 
enemy’s  artillery.  Notwithstanding  their  vast  superiority  in  numbers, 
the  enemy  were  driven,  with  very  heavy  loss,  from  their  position,  and 
retreated  to  the  right  of  Wynn’s  Ferry  road,  leaving  it  entirely  open. 
In  this  position  I awaited  the  arrival  of  my  artillery  and  reserves,  either 
to  continue  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  or  to  defend  the  i:>osition  I now 
held,  in  order  that  the  army  might  pass  out  on  the  Forge  road,  which 
was  now  completely  covered  by  the  position  occupied  by  my  division. 
But  General  Pillow  had  prevented  my  artillery  I'roin  leaving  the  intrench- 
ments,  and  had  ordered  Farquharson  not  to  join  me,  and  also  seat  me 
reiterated  orders  to  return  to  my  intrenchments  on  the  extreme  right. 
I was  in  the  act  of  returning  to  the  lines  when  I met  General  Floyd, 
who  seemed  surprised  at  the  order.  At  his  request  to  know  my  opinion 
of  the  movement  I replied  that  nothing  had  occurred  to  change  my 
views  of  the  necessity  of  the  evacuation  of  the  post,  that  the  road  was 
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open,  that  the  first  part  of  our  purpose  was  fully  accomplished,  and  I 
thought  we  should  at  once  avail  ourselves  of  the  existing  opportunity 
to  regain  our  communications. ' These  seemed  to  be  his  own  views;  for 
he  directed  me  to  halt  my  troops  and  remain  in  position  until  he  should 
have  conversed  with  General  Pillow,  who  was  now  within  the  intrench- 
men  ts. 

After  that  consultation  he  sent  me  an  order  to  retire  within  the  lines 
and  to  repair  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  my  former  position  on  the  extreme 
right,  which  was  in  danger  of  attack.  The  enemy  made  no  attempt  at 
pursuit.  I secured  the  section  of  artillery  which  had  been  ca])tured, 
and  covered  ray  retrograde  movement  by  Hanson’s  and  Farquharson’s 
regiments.  My  troops  were  already  much  exhausted,  but  returned  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  a distance  of  2 miles,  to  their  positions.  But  a 
small  portion  of  my  division  had  reached  their  position  when  a division 
of  the  enemy,  under  command  of  General  C.  F.  Smith,  assaulted  the 
extreme  right  of  my  position,  falling  upon  Hanson’s  regiment  before  it 
had  reached  its  rifle  pits.  This  gallant  regiment  was  necessarily  thrown 
back  in  confusion  upon  the  position  of  the  Eighteenth  Tennessee.  At 
this  period  I reached  that  position,  and,  aided  by  a number  of  otficers,* 
I succeeded  in  hastily  forming  a line  behind  the  crest  of  the  hill  which 
overlooked  the  detached  works  which  had  been  seized  by  the  enemy 
before  Hanson  had  been  able  to  throw  his  regiment  into  them.  The 
enemy  advanced  gallantly  upon  this  new  position,  but  was  repulsed 
with  heavy  loss.  1 re-enforced  this  position  by  other  regiments  as  they 
successively  arrived  and  by  a section  of  Graves’  battery,  while  a section 
of  Porter’s  battery  was  placed  in  its  former  i)osition.  During  a contest 
of  more  than  two  hours  the  enemy  threatened  my  left  with  a heavy 
column  and  made  repeated  attempts  to  storm  my  line  on  the  right,  but 
the  well-directed  fire  of  Porter’s  and  Graves’  artillery  and  the  musketry 
fire  of  the  infantrj^  repelled  the  attempts,  and  finally  drove  him  to  seek 
shelter  behind  the  works  he  had  taken  and  amid  the  irregularities  of 
the  ground.  There  was  probably  no  period  of  the  action  when  his  force 
was  not  from  three  to  five  times  the  strength  of  mine,  towards  the 
close  of  the  action  I was  re-enforced  by  the  regiments  of  Colonels 
Quarles,  Sugg,  and  Bailey.  Generals  Floyd  and  Pillow  also  visited  the 
position  about  the  close  of  the  action. 

In  a council  of  general  and  field  officers,  held  after  night,  it  was  unan- 
imously resolved  that  if  the  enemy  had  not  reoccupied  in  strength  the 
position  in  front  of  General  Pillow  the  army  should  effect  its  retreat, 
and  orders  to  assemble  the  regiments  for  that  purpose  were  given  by 
General  Floyd ; but  as  the  enemy  had  late  in  the  afternoon  apx)eared 
in  considerable  force  on  the  battle-field  of  the  morning,  a reconnaissance 
was  ordered,  I think  by  General  Pillow,  under  the  instructions  of  Gen- 
eral Floyd.  The  report  of  this  reconnaissance,  made  by  Colonel  Forrest, 
has  been  fully  stated  by  Generals  Floyd  and  Pillow,  and,  I'rom  what  I 
have  been  able  to  learn  since,  I am  satisfied  the  information  reported 
was  correct. 

Among  other  incidents  showing  that  the  enemy  had  not  only  reoccu- 
pied their  former  ground,  but  extended  their  lines  still  farther  to  our 
left,  is  the  fact  that  Overton’s  cavalry,  following  after  Forrest’s,  w^as  cut 
oft'  from  retreat  by  an  ihfantry  force  of  the  enemy  at  the  point  where 
Forrest  had  crossed  the  stream  on  the  river  road.  When  the  informa- 
tion of  onr  reinvestment  was  reported.  General  Floyd,  General  Pillow, 
and  myself  were  the  only  members  of  the  council  i:)resent.  Both  of  these 
ofiicers  have  stated  the  views  of  the  council,  but  my  recollection  of  some 
of  the  incidents  narrated  differ  so  materially  from  that  of  General  Pil- 
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low,  that,  without  intending  any  reflection  upon  either  of  those  officers, 
I feel  called  upon  to  notice  some  of  the  difierences  of  opinion  between  us. 

Both  officers  have  correctly  stated  that  I regarded  the  position  of  the 
army  as  desperate,  and  that  an  attempt  to  extricate  it  by  another  bat- 
tle, in  the  suflering  and  exhausted  condition  of  the  troops,  was  almost 
hopeless.  The  troojis  had  been  worn  down  with  watching,  with  labor, 
with  fighting.  Many  of  them  were  frosted  by  the  intensity  of  the  cold ; 
all  of  them  were  suflering  and  exhausted  by  their  incessant  labors. 
There  had  been  no  regular  issue  of  rations  for  a number  of  days  and 
scarcely  any  means  of  cooking.  Their  ammunition  was  nearly  ex])ended. 
We  were  completely  invested  by  a force  fully  four  times  the  strength 
of  our  own.  In  their  exhausted  condition  they  could  not  have  made  a 
march.  An  attemx^t  to  make  a sortie  would  have  been  resisted  by  a 
suxierior  force  of  iresh  troops,  and  that  attempt  would  have  been  the 
signal  for  the  fall  of  the  water  batteries  and  the  presence  of  the  enemy’s 
gunboats  sweeping  with  the  fire  at  close  range  the  positions  of  our 
troops,  who  would  thus  have  been  assailed  on  their  front,  rear,  and  right 
flank  at  tbe  same  instant.  The  result  would  have  been  a virtual  mas- 
sacre of  the  troo^is,  more  disheartening  in  its  effects  than  a surrender. 

In  this  opinion  General  Floyd  coincided,  and  I am  certain  that  both 
he  and  I were  convinced  that  General  Pillow  agreed  with  us  in  opinion. 
General  Pillow  then  asked  our  opinion  as  to  the  practicability  of  hold- 
ing our  position  another  day.  I replied  that  my  right  was  already  turned, 
a x^ortion  of  my  intrenchments  in  the  enemy’s  possession — they  were  in 
position  successfully  to  assail  my  position  and  the  water  batteries — and 
that,  with  my  weakened  and  exhausted  force,  I could  not  successfully 
resist  the  assault  which  would  be  made  at  daylight  by  a vastly  superior 
force.  I further  remarked  that  I understood  the  principal  object  of  the 
defense  of  Donelson  to  be  to  cover  the  movement  of  General  A.  S.  John- 
ston’s army  from  Bowling  Green  to  Nashville,  and  that  if  that  move- 
ment was  not  completed  it  was  my  opinion  that  we  should  attempt  a 
further  defense,  even  at  the  risk  of  the  destruction  of  our  entire  force, 
as  the  delay  even  of  a few  hours  might  gain  the  safety  of  General  John- 
ston’s force.  General  Floyd  remarked  that  General  Johnston’s  army 
had  already  reached  Nashville.  I then  exxiressed  the  oxfinion  that  it 
would  be  wrong  to  subject  the  army  to  a virtual  massacre  when  no  good 
could  result  from  the  sacrifice,  and  that  the  general  officers  owed  it  to 
their  men,  when  further  resistance  was  unavailing,  to  obtain  the  best 
terms  of  capitulation  possible  for  them.  General  Floyd  expressed  him- 
self in  similar  terras,  and  in  his  ox)inion  I understood  General  Pillow 
to  acquiesce.  For  reasons  which  he  has  stated  General  Floyd  then 
announced  his  purxiose  to  leave,  with  such  portions  of  his  division  as 
could  be  transported  in  two  small  steamers,  which  were  expected  about 
daylight.  General  Pillow,  addressing  General  Floyd,  then  remarked 
that  he  thought  there  were  no  two  XJersons  in  the  Confederacy  whom 
the  Yankees  would  prefer  to  capture  than  himself  and  General  bfloyd, 
and  asked  the  latter’s  oxiinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  his  accompanying 
General  Floyd.  To  this  inquiry  the  latter  replied  that  it  was  a question 
for  every  man  to  decide  for  himself.  General  Pillow  then  addressed  the 
inquiry  to  me,  to  which  I remarked  that  I could  only  rex)ly  as  General 
Floyd  had  done,  that  it  was  a question  for  every  officer  to  decide  for 
himself,  and  that  in  my  own  case  I regarded  it  as  my  duty  to  remain 
with  my  men  and  share  their  fate,  whatever  it  might  be.  General  Pillow, 
however,  announced  his  purpose  to  leave;  when  General  Floyd  directed 
me  to  consider  myself  in  command.  I remarked  that  a capitulation 
would  be  as  bitter  to  me  as  it  could  be  to  any  one,  but  I regarded  it  as  a 
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necessity  of  our  position,  and  I could  not  reconcile  it  with  my  sense  of 
duty  to  separate  my  fortune  from  those  of  my  command. 

It  is  due  to  General  Pillow  to  state  that  some  time  after  the  command 
had  been  transferred  to  me,  and  while  preparations  were  making  for 
his  departure,  he  returned  to  the  room  and  said  to  General  Floyd  and 
myself  that  he  wished  it  understood  that  he  had  thought  it  would  have 
been  better  to  have  held  the  fort  another  day,  in  order  to  await  tlie 
arrival  of  steamers  to  transport  the  troops  across  the  river.  I again 
recapitulated  my  reasons  for  thinking  it  impossible  to  hold  our  position; 
and,  whatever  may  have  been  General  Pillow’s  opinion,  he  certainly 
impressed  me  with  the  belief  that  he  again  acquiesced  in  the  necessity 
of  a surrender. 

It  was  now  near  daylight  of  Sunday  morning,  the  IGth.  I ordered 
the  troops  back  to  their  positions  in  intrenchments,  and  addressed  a 
note,  a copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  to  the  Federal  commander.  Brig.  Gen. 
U.  S.  Grant.  His  reply  is  also  transmitted.'^  When  it  was  received, 
but  a small  portion  of  the  troops  had  returned  to  their  lines.  A portion 
of  my  field  guns  had  been  spiked  when  the  troops  had  been  withdrawn 
under  General  Floyd’s  order.  The  gunners  had  not  yet  returned  to  the 
water  batteries.  A degree  of  confusion,  amounting  almost  to  a state  of 
disorganization,  resulting  from,  the  knowledge  of  our  position,  pervaded 
a considerable  portion  of  the  troops.  A corps  of  not  less  than  15,000  of 
the  enemy,  with  fifteen  pieces  of  artillery,  were  in  position  to  assault  the 
extreme  right  of  the  line,  which  was  effectually  turned  and  the  water 
batteries  exposed,  to  assault,  without  the  power  of  resisting  the  attack. 
At  the  point  most  strongly  threatened  I could  not  have  opposed  at  the 
time  a thousand  men.  Every  road  leading  from  the  lines  was  effect- 
ually closed.  Even  the  river  road,  by  which  the  cavalry  had  left  and 
which  was  impassable  by  infantry,  was  closed  by  a force  of  the  enemy 
within  fifteen  minutes  after  Forrest  had  passed,  and  Overton’s  cavalry 
was  forced  to  return  to  the  lines.  The  troops  were  ])roken  down  by 
unusual  privations.  Most  of  them  had  labored  or  fought  almost  inces- 
santly for  a week.  From  Thursday  morning  until  Saturday  night  they 
had  been  almost  constantly  under  fire.  From  Thursday  evening  until 
Sunday  morning  they  had  suffered  intensely  in  a heavy  snow-storm  and 
from  intense  cold,  almost  without  shelter,  with  insufficient  food,  and 
almost  without  sleep.  They  had  behaved  with  a gallantry  unsurpassed, 
until  the  power  of  further  endurance  was  exhaused.  The  supply  of 
ammunition  was  very  small. 

The  aggregate  of  the  army,  never  greater  than  12,000,  was  now 
reduced  to  less  than  9,000  men  after  the  departure  of  General  Floyd’s 
brigade.  The  investing  force  of  the  enemy  was  about  50,000  strong, 
and  considerably  exceeded  that  force  by  the  following  morning.  Under 
these  circumstances  no  alternative  was  left  me  but  to  accept'  the  terms 
demanded  by  our  ungenerous  enemy.  A copy  of  the  order  of  General 
Grant,  fixing  the  terms  of  surrender,  is  herewith  inclosed. 

I do  not  seek  to  avoid  any  respons  bility  which  in  the  judgment  of 
the  President  may  attach  to  my  action,  which  was  guided  in  every  in- 
stance by  a feeling  of  duty.  My  chief  wish  is  that  he  will  find  it  con- 
sistent with  the  imblic  interest  to  permit  me  still  to  unite  my  fortunes 
in  the  contest  for  independence  with  those  of  the  brave  men  whose  gal- 
lantry I have  witnessed,  whose  dangers  and  hardships  I have  shared, 
and  in  common  with  whom  I have  endured  the  privations  of  imprison- 
ment among  a vindictive  and  tyrannical  foe. 

I cannot  close  this  report  without  calling  special  attention  to  the  gal- 

* This  correspondence  follows  Grant’s  report,  p.  IGU. 
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laut  and  able  conduct  of  iny  brigade  commanders,  Col.  John  C.  Brown, 
of  the  Third  Tennessee  j William  E.  Baldwin,  of  the  Eourt(>enth  Missis- 
sippi, and  B.  W.  Hanson,  commanding  the  Second  Kentucky,  detached 
from  Breckinridge’s  Kentucky  brigade. 

For  the  operations  of  Colonel  Baldwin’s  troops  I refer  to  his  report, 
as  he  was  detached  from  my  command  during  the  siege.  But  he,  as 
well  as  the  other  two  officers,  were  conspicuous  on  every  occasion  lor 
their  gallautry  and  military  judgment,  and  merit  the  special  approbation 
of  the  Government. 

Among  the  regimental  commanders,  Cols.  J.  M.  Lillard  and  E.  C. 
Cook  merit  the  highest  commendation  for  their  gallant  bearing  and 
the  excellent  manner  in  which  they  handled  their  regiments.  Maj.  W. 
L.  Doss  behaved  with  marked  gallantry.  Maj.  George  B.  Cosby,  my 
chief  of  staff,  deserves  the  highest  commendation  for  the  gallant  and 
intelligent  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  the  other  members  of  my  staff 
are  entitled  to  my  thanks  for  their  gallantry  and  for  the  efficient  dis- 
charge of  their  appropriate  duties.  Lieuts.  Charles  F.  Johnson,  aide- 
de-camp,  and  T.  J.  Clay,  acting  aide;  Majs.  Alexander  Casseday,  acting 
inspector-general,  and  S.  K.  Hays,  quartermaster;  Capt.  B.  C.  Winter- 
smith,  commissary  of  subsistence;  Major  Davidson,  chief  of  artillery; 
Messrs.  eT.  K.  Gallaher,  acting  aide;  Moore,  acting  topographical  officer; 
J.  Wallvcr  Taylor,  commanding  a detachment  of  guides,  and  D.  P. 
Buckner,  volunteer  aide. 

Major  Barbour,  aide-de-camp  to  Brigadier-General  Tilghman,  though 
wounded,  remained  with  me  on  the  13th.  I cannot  bestow  sufficient 
praise  upon  Captains  Porter  and  Bice  E.  Graves  and  their  officers  and 
men  for  the  gallant  and  efficient  handling  of  their  batteries.  Artillery 
was  never  better  served,  and  artillerists  never  behaved  under  trying 
circumstances  with  greater  coolness.  Porter’s  battery,  from  its  exposed 
position,  lost  more  than  half  its  guni:ers,  and  its  intrepid  commander 
was  severely  wounded  late  in  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  being  suc- 
ceeded in  command  by  the  gallant  Lieutenant  Morton.  Captain  Jack- 
son’s Virginia  battery,  though  not  so  frequently  engaged,  is  entitled  to 
notice. 

For  an  understanding  of  the  particular  operations  of  General  Pil- 
low’s division  I refer  you  to  the  reports  of  his  brigade  commanders.  Cols. 
William  E.  Baldwin,  A.  Heiman,  and  John  Gregg,  and  to  the  reports  of 
their  subordinate  commanders. 

Accompanying  this  report  is  a list  of  the  strength  of  my  division  and 
of  its  killed  and  wounded.  My  aggregate  force  at  the  beginning  of  the 
contests,  which  was  constantly  diminishing,  did  not  exceed  3,025  infan- 
try and  two  batteries  of  artillery.  Two  of  my  regiments,  in  addition 
(844  men),  were  constantly  under  the  command  of  General  Pillow.  The 
length  of  my  lines  exceeded  three-fourths  of  a mile. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  BCCKKEB, 
Brigadier -General^  C.  S.  Army^ 
Lately  Comdg.  Second  Division^  Central  Army  of  Kentuclcy. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

AdjU  and  Insp.  Gen.  C.  S.  Army^  Biclimondj  Va. 

[Inclosures.] 

Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Army  in  the  Field, 

No.  — . f Fort  Bonelson^  Tcnn.,  February  IG,  4802. 

All  prisoners  taken  at  the  surrender  of  Fort  Donelson  will  be  collected 
as  rapidly  as  i)racticable  near  the  village  of  Dover,  under  their  respect- 
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ive  company  and  regimental  commanders,  or  in  such  manner  as  may 
be  deemed  best  by  Brig.  Gen.  S.  B.  Buckner,  and  will  receive  two  days’ 
rations,  preparatory  to  embarking  for  Cairo. 

Prisoners  are  to  be  allowed  their  clothing,  blankets,  and  such  private 
property  as  may  be  carried  about  the  i3erson,  and  commissioned  officers 
will  be  allowed  their  side-arms. 

By  order : 

F.  S.  GEANT, 
Brigadier- General, 

Summary  of  killed  and  wounded  in  the  Second  Division^  Central  Army  of  Kentucky. 


Organizations. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Aggregate. 

In  ttie  3d  Brigade,  Col.  John  C.  Brown  commanding  ........ 

38 

246 

284 

80 

3 

25 

9rl  Bfiiitnclry  Rp-o-impnf,  (nhnnt) 

Issaquena  Battery  (about) 

Porter’s  battery  (about) 

Totals 

38 

246 

392 

185 

In  the  two  regiments  of  the  2d  Brigade,  Colonel  Baldwin,  de- 
tached and  under  the  command  of  General  Pillow ; 

26th  Tennessee 

26th  Mississippi ...... 

11 

11 

2 

78 

68 

15 

Staff  and  other  officers 

A fffire  sate 

Total 

577 

The  approximate  aggregate  strength  of  the  various  regiments  was  as 
follows ; 


Organizations. 

Totals. 

Aggregate. 

3fl  Tennessee 

750 

625 

18th  Tennessee ..... ... 

32d  Tennessee 

400 

14th  Mississippi 

650 

400 

41st  Tennessee 

2d  Kentucky 

600 

Aggregate  strength  of  Buckner’s  division,  under  his  own  command. 

3, 425 

exclusive  of  two  batteries  of  artillery. 

26th  Tennessee 

401 

26th  Mississippi 

443 

Aggregate  detached  under  General  Pillow  

844 

Aggregate  infantry  of  Buckner’s  division,  under  him  and  General 

4, 269 

Pillow. 

Estimates  of  killed  and  wounded  in  portions  of  General  Pillow’’ s command,  reporting  through 

General  Buckner. 


Organizations. 

Killed. 

W ounded. 

Colonel  Heiman’s  brigade  

10 

30 

Colonel  Gregg’s  regiment, 

20 

34 

Major  Brown’s  regiment 

18 

55 

Total 

48 

119 

Aggregate  

167 

22  R R— VOL  VH 
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Ko.  53. 

Report  of  Col.  William  JE.  Baldwin^  Fourteenth  Mississippi  Infantrifj 
commanding  Second  Brigade. 

Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  March  12,  1862. 

Sir  : Left  by  Geueral  Buckner  at  Cumberland  City  on  February  11, 
on  the  night  of  the  12th  ultimo  I received  orders  by  telegraph  from 
Brigadier- General  Pillow,  commanding  at  Fort  Honelson,  to  liasten  to 
that  place  with  two  regiments  of  my  command.  The  Twenty-sixth  Ten- 
nessee, Colonel  Lillard,  and  the  Twenty-sixth  Mississippi,  Colonel  Bey- 
nolds,  were  immediately  embarked,  and  arrived  at  Hover  about  1 a.  m. 

• Thursday,  the  13th.  These  regiments  were  at  first  posted  immediately 
on  the  left  of  the  center  of  our  lines  of  rifle  trenches,  as  a support  to 
one  of  our  batteries.  This  disposition  was  changed  after  daylight  the 
same  morning ; the  Twenty-sixth  Mississippi  being  placed  in  the  trenches 
on  the  extreme  left  and  the  Twenty-sixth  Tennessee  placed  in  reserve 
as  a support  to  the  former. 

About  9 a.  m.  the  enemy  commenced  a brisk  artillery  fire  apparently 
on  our  whole  line.  This  fire,  kept  up  with  but  little  intermission 
throughout  the  entire  day,  |)roduced  but  little  efiect  upon  the  left  until 
late  in  the  evening,  when,  the  enemy  having  reduced  his  charges, 
several  of  the  shells,  which  had  previously  passed  too  high,  fell  in  our 
midst,  mortally  wounding  one  man  and  slightly  wounding  two  others  in 
Colonel  Lillard’s  regiment. 

On  the  14th  the  fire  was  not  renewed.  About  noon  General  Pillow 
directed  the  left  wing  to  be  formed  in  the  open  ground  to  the  left  and 
rear  of  our  position  in  the  lines,  for  the  purpose  apparently  of  attacking 
the  enemy’s  right.  My  command,  to  which  the  Twentieth  Mississippi, 
Major  Brown,  was  temporarily  attached,  constituted  the  advance,  in  the 
following  order:  1st,  the  Twenty-sixth  Mississippi  j 2d,  theTwenty-sixth 
Tennessee  5 3d,  the  Twentieth  Mississippi. 

Formed  in  column  by  platoon,  we  advanced  in  a road  leading  from  a 
l')oint  about  200  yards  from  the  left  of  our  trenches,  and  api:)roaching 
nearly  perpendicularly  the  enemy’s  right.  We  had  proceeded  not  more 
than  one-fourth  of  a mile,  when  General  Pillow  ordered  a countermarch, 
saying  that  it  was  too  late  in  the  day  to  accomplish  anything;  and  we 
returned  to  our  former  position  in  the  lines. 

Late  that  night  commanflers  of  brigades  were  summoned  to  a council 
at  General  Pillow’s  headquarters,  where,  after  being  duly  advised  of  our  \ 
perilous  situation,  enveloped  by  a largely  superior  force,  which  was  be-  j 
ing  constantly  increased,  and  our  communications  already  at  the  mercy 
of  the  enemy,  it  was  unanimously  determined  to  endeavor  to  extricate  . 
the  army  by  a bold  and  vigorous  attack  on  the  right  of  the  Federal  i 
lines  early  on  the  morrow. 

The  regiments  composing  our  left  wing  were  to  form  at  4 a.  m.  on  the  , 
same  ground  and  in  the  same  order  as  on  the  previous  evening,  and  ; 
to  advance,  under  command  of  General  Pillow,  to  attack  the  extreme 
riglit  of  the  enemy,  supposed  to  be  posted  in  force  at  a distance  of  I J or 
2 miles. 

This  movement  was  to  be  supported  by  our  right  wing,  under  Gen- 
eral Buckner,  who  was  to  move  from  the  lines  at  a later  period,  follow  , 
up  the  first  blow,  and,  should  the  combined  movement  not  prove  success- 
ful in  creating  a panic  in  the  enemy’s  ranks,  a way  might  at  least  be  M 
opened,  by  turning  his  right,  for  the  egress  of  our  whole  force.  In  antici- 
pation of  thus  attempting  our  escai)e,  the  men  were  directed  to  take  y 
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knapsacks,  blankets,  and  all  the  rations  that  could  be  immediately 
provided. 

Precisely  at  4.10  on  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the  15th,  General  Pillow 
arrived  on  the  ground,  and  found  my  three  regiments,  which  were  to 
constitute  the  advance,  formed  and  ready  to  march.  Some  delay  was 
caused  by  regiments  not  arriving  promi^tly,  and  it  was  6 o’clock  before 
the  column  was  put  in  motion.  Marching  by  the  right  flank  in  a narrow 
and  obstructed  by-road,  the  head  of  the  column  had  advanced  not  more 
than  one-third  of  a mile  Atheu,  ascending  a slight  elevation,  the  advanced 
guard,  composed  of  a com^^jany  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Mississippi  deployed, 
was  fired  upon  by  what  was  supposed  at  first  to  be  only  the  enemy’s 
pickets.  A second  company  of  the  same  regiment  was  immediately 
thrown  forward  to  support  the  first ; but  both  were  soon  driven  back  by 
a brisk  and  well-sustained  fire,  which  indicated  the  presence  of  a con- 
siderable force.  Meanwhile  the  column  was  formed  by  company  and 
the  leading  regiment  deployed  into  line  to  the  right.  This  method  of 
forming  line  of  battle  was  rendered  advisable  by  the  peculiar  features 
of  the  ground,  which  sloped  gently  to  the  right,  thickly  covered  with 
timber.  About  10  yards  to  fhe  left  of  the  road,  and  running  nearly 
I^arallel,  was  a fence,  which  bounded  on  that  side  an  open  field  of  some 
400  or  500  acres’  extent.  This  field  afibrded  no  protection  to  our  troops 
if  brought  “forward  into  line,”  but  would  expose  them,  in  executing  the 
movement,  to  a destructive  fire,  should  the  enemy  have  taken  advantage 
of  the  position. 

In  executing  the  deployment  the  Twenty-sixth  Mississippi  was  three 
times  thrown  into  confusion  by  the  close  and  rapid  fire  of  the  enemy,  tak- 
ing the  men  in  flank,  and  three  times  were  they  rallied,  finishing  the 
movement  some  50  yards  to  the  rear  and  a little  to  the  right  of  the  exact 
point  where  their  line  should  have  been  iflaced.  The  subsequent  con- 
duct of  this  regiment  fully  demonstrates  the  fact  that  any  other  than 
forward  movements  are  extremely  dangerous  with  volunteers,  for  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  day  both  officers  and  men  behaved  with  great 
coolness  and  gallantry. 

The  Twenty-sixth  Tennessee  was  then  brought  forward,  and  five  com- 
panies deployed  so  as  to  occupy  the  space  between  the  fence  on  the  left 
and  the  Twenty- sixth  Mississippi  on  the  right,  leaving  the  remaining 
five  companies  in  column  in  the  road  to  strengthen  that  i)oint,  which 
would  evidently  become  the  center  and  pivot  of  operations. 

Soon  after  this  disposition  was  completed,  a staff  officer  having  been 
sent  to  advise  General  Pillow  that  the  enemy  was  before  us  in  force, 
other  regiments  were  sent  forward  from  the  rear  of  the  column  to  the 
right  and  lelt.  Colonel  McCausland,  of  Virginia,  with  his  command, 
formed  on  the  right  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Mississippi,  the  First  Mis- 
sissippi, Colonel  Gregg’s  [Seventh]  Texas,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lyon’s  Eighth  Kentucky  Eegiments  were  formed  still  farther  to  our 
right,  the  latter  regiment  thrown  back  perpendicularly  to  our  line,  to 
prevent  the  enemy’s  taking  advantage  of  the  cover  afforded  by  the 
slope  of  the  ground  to  turn  onr  right.  • 

The  Twentieth  Mississippi  was  sent  into  action,  as  I have  since  learned, 
by  direct  order  of  General  Pillow,  and  caused  to  take  position  in  the  fiehl 
on  the  left,  where  they  were  openly  ex])osed  to  a destructive  fire,  which 
they  were  not  able  to  return  with  eft'ect.  The  regiment  was  soon  re- 
called, but  not  before  its  left  wing  had  sneered  heavy  loss.  Onr  lino 
advanced  some  50  or  100  yards  u]>  the  slope  and  remained  stationary  for 
more  than  an  hour,  the  position  of  the  enemy  being  so  well  chosen  and 
covered  that  it  seemed  impossible  to  gain  an  inch  of  ground.  A small 
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detachment  of  Virginia  troops  on  the  left  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Tennessee, 
and  in  the  open  field,  twice  endeavored  to  gain  ground  forward  to  a point 
where  their  fire  could  be  effective,  but  were  unable  to  stand  the  destruct- 
ive effect  of  the  Minie  balls. 

At  this  juncture  the  Twentieth  Mississippi  again  came  up  across  the 
field  and  took  possession,  slightly  covered  by  an  irregularity  of  the 
ground. 

Observing  a regiment  or  more  of  our  troops  posted  inactive  some  300 
or  400  yards  still  more  to  our  left,  where  the  shallow  ravine  (which  cov- 
ered our  front)  spread  out  and  was  lost  in  the  plain,  I requested  the 
commanding  officerdo  throw  forward  his  left  and  advance  up  the  hollow 
in  a direction  nearly  parallel  to  our  line  of  battle,  and  attack  the  enemy’s 
right  flank.  This  movement  being  supported  by  the  whole  line,  all  the 
\ regiments  on  the  left  throwing  forward  their  left  wings,  we  succeeded  in 
executing  a change  of  front  to  the  right,  turning  the  right  of  the  enemy 
and  driving  him  at  once  from  his  position. 

Up  to  this  time  our  condition  was  one  of  extreme  peril,  and  nothing 
but  the  native  gallantry  of  troops  brought  forth  for  the  first  time  under 
heavy  fire  and  the  extraordinary  exertions  of  many  of  the  field  and  com- 
pany officers  saved  us  from  being  thrown  back  in  confusion  into  our 
trenches. 

From  this  time  the  enemy  were  slowly  driven  from  each  position  which 
the  ground  favorable  for  defense  enabled  them  to  take.  Two  sections 
of  artillery  were  taken.  Those  placed,  to  bear  on  our  lines  of  rifle 
trenches  were  rushed  upon  in  flanks  and  seized  before  they  could  be 
turned  upon  us  or  be  taken  from  the  field.  The  first  section  was  taken 
by  the  Twenty-sixth  Tennessee,  the  second  by  the  Twenty-sixth  Missis- 
sippi. Advancing  in  a direction  nearly  parallel  to  our  line  of  defense, 
when  nearly  opposite  the  center  our  course  was  for  some  time  impeded 
by  the  desperate  stand  made  by  the  enemy,  who  was  probably  re-en- 
forced and  occupied  ground  most  favorable  for  sheltering  his  troops. 
Our  ammunition  had  been  so  rapidly  expended  as  to  entirely  exhaust 
the  supply  of  some  regiments.  Numbers  had  provided  themselves  from 
the  cartridge  boxes  of  the  dead  and  wounded  enemy. 

Our  force  had  been  considerably  reduced  by  casualties  and  the  nu- 
merous attendants  who  conveyed  the  wounded  from  the  field.  Having 
no  mounted  officer  to  send,  I rode  up  to  where  Captain  Graves’  battery 
was  posted  in  the  trenches,  and  requested  supplies  of  ammunition  and 
re-enforcements,  if  any  could  be  spared,  giving  Captain  Graves  an  inti- 
mation as  to  the  relative  positions  of  the  forces  engaged.  Immediately 
on  my  return  he  opened  a fire  of  grape,  which  so  disordered  the  enemy 
that  we  were  again  enabled  to  advance,  driving  him  from  his  camp  of 
the  night  before. 

He  took  a new  position,  still  farther  retired,  holding  it  for  some  time, 
until  Colonel  Hanson,  with  the  Second  Kentucky  Eegiment,  coming  to 
our  assistance,  poured  a fire  into  the  enemy’s  flank,  who  immediately  fled 
in  confusion.  ^ 

This  completed  the  rout  of  the  extreme  right  of  the  Federal  forces. 
Uncertain  as  to  the  movements  of  our  right  wing,  I paused  to  obtain  the 
information  necessary  to  render  our  future  movements  effective  and  to 
restore  order  from  the  confusion  incident  to  a continuous  combat  of 
nearly  six  hours  in  the  woods. 

Here  General  B.  E.  Johnson  came  up  to  me  for  the  first  time,  although 
Ilearned  that  he  had  at  different  times  during  the  morning  directed  otlier 
portions  of  the  line.  He  could  give  no  information,  but  soon  after,  while 
my  attention  was  directed  to  the  Twenty-sixth  Mississippi  and  Twenty- 
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sixtli  Tennessee,  moved  off  all  the  other  regiments,  including  the  Twen- 
tieth Alississippi.  I saw  no  more  of  these  during  the  remainder  of  the 
day. 

After  the  lapse  of  an  hour,  observing  troops  from  the  right  returning 
to  their  original  positions  in  the  lines,  I directed  the  two  regiments  left 
with  me  also  to  return  to  the  trenches. 

Three  times  during  the  day  I had  sent  a staff'  officer  to  General  Pillow 
for  instructions,  advising  him  of  our  situation  ; but  no  orders  or  direc- 
tions were  received  from  him,  except  to  do  the  best  I could. 

Being  totally  unacquainted  with  the  topographical  features  of  the 
ground  and  unadvised  as  to  the  movements  of  the  general  command,  it 
was  impossible  for  me  to  do  more  than  simply  dislodge  the  enemy  as 
from  time  to  time  he  made  a stand  before  us. 

I would  beg  leave  to  remark  here  that  the  efficiency  of  the  smooth- 
bore musket  and  ball  and  buck-shot  cartridges  was  fully  demonstrated 
on  this  occasion,  and  to  recommend  that  our  troops  be  impressed  with 
the  advantage  of  closing  rapidly  upon  the  enemy,  when  our  rapid  load- 
ing and  firing  proves  immensely  destructive  and  the  long-range  arms  of 
the  enemy  lose  their  superiority. 

For  lists  of  killed  and  v/ounded,  and  minor  details,  recounting  the 
conduct  of  subaltern  officers  and  men,  I beg  leave  respectfully  to  refer 
to  the  reports  of  regimental  commanders,  which  accomi)any  this  report. 

Justice  requires  that  I should  refer  to  the  coolness  and  gallantry  of 
Col.  John  M.  Lillard,  who,  though  wounded  in  the  early  part  of  the  en- 
gagement, remained  at  the  head  of  his  command  during  the  whole  day. 
It  is  difficult  to  determine  which  deserves  most  commendation,  this 
regiment  or  its  commander. 

Lieut.  Col.  F.  M.  Boone  and  Maj.  T.  F., Parker,  Twenty-sixth  Missis- 
sippi, both  conducted  themselves  as  officers  and  brave  men,  and  this 
regiment  bore  its  part  well  in  the  conflict. 

Major  [Wm.  N.]  Brown,  commanding  the  Twentieth  Mississippi,  is 
entitled  to  honorable  mention;  his  left  wing,  thrown  in  the  early  part 
of  the  day  into  an  exposed  position  by  an  ill-advised  order,  held  its 
ground  until  recalled,  and  afterwards  the  whole  regiment  was  among 
the  foremost  in  every  advance. 

I cannot  forbear  to  mention  that  Colonel  McCausland,  [Thirty-sixth] 
Virginia,  not  assigned  to  my  command,  voluntarily  tendered  his  co-op- 
eration, and  was  conspicuous  for  his  daring  intreiiidity.  The  members 
of  my  personal  staff'  deserve  especial  notice. 

Lieut.  S.  D.  Harris,  Fourteenth  Mississippi,  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  was  of  great  assistance.  He  merited  and  has  received  my 
thanks.  So  likewise  did  Thomas  A.  Burke,  a private  in  Company  I, 
Fourteenth  Mississippi,  appointed  an  acting  aide-de-camp.  T.  F.  Car- 
rington, a private  in  Company  K,  Fourteenth  Mississippi,  also  an  act- 
ing aide-de-camp,  was  severely,  and  I I'ear  mortally,  wounded  in  the 
early  part  of  the  action;  an  accident  which  deprived  me  of  the  services 
of  a valuable  aide. 

Capt.  D.  H.  Spence,  of  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  volunteer  aide,  was 
severely  wounded  in  the  head  while  gallantly  exposing  himself  on  the 
top  of  a fence  and  urging  Tennesseeans  onward. 

My  own  regiment,  the  Fourteenth  Mississippi,  Major  Doss,  was  sent 
to  Fort  Donelson  some  days  in  advance  of  my  arrival.  The  Forty- first 
Tennessee,  Colonel  Farquharson,  was  brought  down  on  the  J3th.  Both 
regiments  were  posted  on  the  right  and  temporarily  separated  from  my 
command. 

^Neither  representations  nor  solicitations  on  my  part  could  avail  in 
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inducing  siicli  cTiange  as  would  reunite  these  regiments,  or  place  me 
where  I desired  to  be,  under  the  immediate  direction  of  my  proper  com- 
mander. 

The  reports  of  these  latter  regiments  have  been  made  to  Col.  John  C. 
Brown,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  under  whose  orders  they  were  tem- 
porarily placed. 

A condensed  statement  of  hilled  and  wounded  is  annexed. 
Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  BALDWINT, 

Colonel^  Comdg.  Second  Brigade^  General  Bnclcner^s  Division, 
Maj.  Georoe  B.  Cosby, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[Inclosure.] 


No.  54. 

Beport  of  Col.  Roger  W.  Hanson^  Second  Kentiiclcy  Infantry  [Confederate). 

Eichmond,  Va.,  August  8,  1862. 

On  February  — , in  pursuance  of  orders,  I proceeded,  with  my  regi- 
ment upon  the  cars,  from  Kussellville,  Ky.,  to  Clarksville,  Tenn.  When 
I arrived  there  I was  ordered  by  General  Pillow  to  embark  immediately 
for  Fort  Donelson.  I arrived  there  that  night.  General  Buslirod  E. 
Jolmson  accompanied  us,  and  when  we  arrived  he  took  command. 

General  Pillow  arrived  on  the  — , and  soon  after  his  arrival  he  placed 
the  troops  in  the  position  afterwards  held  by  them.  I was  assigned  to 
the  extreme  right  of  the  line,  extending  from  the  right  of  Colonel  Palm  ePs 
regiment  to  a slough  formed  by  the  liigh  state  of  water  in  the  river.  The 
position  was  about  half  a mile  in  length,  and  was  a protection  in  front 
and  to  the  right  of  the  original  line  of  defense  marked  out  for  the  fort. 
I was  directed  to  construct  rifle  pits,  which  I did,  locating  them  more 
than  a hundred  yards  apart,  at  points  best  commanding  the  approaches 
to  the  position.  They  were  made  in  a day  and  night,  and  were  neces- 
sarily very  imperfect.  I was  directed  to  give  up  my  tools,  to  be  used 
upon  other  parts  of  the  defenses. 

On  Wednesday,  February  12,  the  enemy  made  his  appearance  in  large 
force,  pressing  around  in  our  front,  with  the  evident  intention  of  invest- 
ing our  position.  Nothing  was  done  to  oppose  or  prevent  his  progress,^ 
and  the  following  morning  found  his  lines  extending  from  the  point  of 
their  disembarking  to  a point  on  the  river  above  our  position. 

On  Thursday  morning  the  enemy  made  three  several  attacks  upon  my 
position  5 in  all  of  which  they  were  repulsed,  with  but  slight  loss  upon 
our  part  and  very  heavy  upon  theirs.  In  resisting  these  attacks  I was 
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greatly  assisted  by  Porter’s  battery  upon  tbe  left.  It  always  fired  at 
the  right  time  and  to  the  right  place. 

On  Thursday  night  I was  re-enforced  by  Captain  Jackson’s  Yirginia 
artillery,  four  pieces.  Although  the  night  was  cold  and  increment,  and 
the  men  much  exhausted  from  the  day’s  fighting  and  several  days  of 
hard  work,  we  succeeded  in  getting  these  i)ieces  in  good  position  and 
well  protected. 

On  Friday  I was  re-enforced  also  by  Colonel  Palmer’s,  regiment.  We 
remained  under  arms  and  in  ranks  all  day  Friday,  expecting  the  attack 
to  be  renewed.  The  firing  of  the  sharpshooters  was  incessant  from 
Thursday  morning  until  the  surrender,  disturbing  and  almost  destroy- 
ing the  repose  of  my  command. 

On  Saturday  morning  I was  conducted  by  yourself  to  the  position 
assigned  us  as  a reserved  regiment  and  a supporting  force  for  Graves’ 
artillery.  I was  directed  not  to  leave  my  trenches  until  I was  relieved 
by  a Tennessee  regiment  from  the  fort.  The  failure  of  this  regiment  to 
arrive  as  soon  as  contemplated  delayed  me  in  reaching  the  point  as- 
signed me.  A small  detachment  of  Tennesseeans  arrived  and  I placed 
them  in  the  trenches,  and  immediately  thereafter  moved  rapidly  to  the 
battle-field. 

I remained  in  rear  or  near  Graves’  battery,  under  the  immediate 
supervision  of  General  Buckner,  until  about  noon,  when  Colonel  Bald- 
win, of  Mississippi,  announced  to  me  that  he  was  out  of  ammunition, 
and  stated  that  unless  he  could  get  ammunition  and  re-enforcements 
there  was  great  danger  of  losing  the  ground  which  had  been  wou.  I 
had  near  % a wagon  of  ammunition,  and  with  the  x^erseverance  of 
Quartermaster  Estep  and  Lieutenant  Semifie  the  ammunition  was  soon 
supxfiied.  Previous  to  this  x^eriod  some  one  mounted,  purx^orting  to  be 
a staff  officer,  apx^roached  the  regiment  and  ordered  off  two  of  the  left 
comx)auies  to  re-enforce  Colonel  Baldwin’s  command.  These  two  com- 
X^anies,  supposing  it  to  be  the  order  of  Generals  Pillow  or  Buckner, 
moved  off*  at  a double-quick,  and  were  soon  engaged  with  the  enemy 
and  against  greatly  sux)erior  numbers.  Colonel  McCausland,  of  Yir- 
ginia, arrived,  and  said  that  unless  they  were  re-enforced  the  enemy 
would  retake  what  they  had  gained;  that  after  four  hours  of  hard  fight- 
ing the  enemy  were  bringing  forward  new  troops  and  in  overwhelming 
numbers.  I examined  the  state  of  the  contest.  I saw  Colonel  Forrest 
make  two  gallant  but  unsuccessful  charges.  I saw  that  the  enemy  were 
gradually  driving  us  back.  My  men  were  eager  for  the  fight.  I felt 
confident  that  I could  dislodge  the  enemy  and  drive  them  from  their 
position.  1 sent  for  General  Buckner.  He  had  gone  to  the  right  and 
was  conducting  another  movement.  There  was  no  time  for  delay.  I 
concluded  to  take  the  responsibility  and  make  the  effort.  I marched 
the  regiment  across  the  abatis,  a distance  of  more  than  a quarter  of  a 
mile.  When  I reached  the  little  ravine  where  Forrest  was  with  his 
cavalry  I halted  the  regiment,  and  was  joined  by  the  two  detached 
companies.  In  front  of  us  was  an  ox>en  sx^ace,  which  had  formerly  been 
occupied  as  a camp.  This  sx)ace  was  about  200  yards  in  width.  Beyond 
the  space  in  the  timber  and  thick  undergrowth  the  enemy  were  x)osted. 
I directed  the  regiment,  when  the  command  was  given,  to  march  at 
quick-time  across  the  sx)ace  and  not  to  fire  a gun  until  they  reached 
the  woods  in  which  the  enemy  were  posted.  The  order  was  admirably 
executed,  and  although  we  lost  50  men  in  killed  and  wounded  in 
crossing  the  space,  not  a gun  was  fired  until  the  woods  were  reached. 
The  enemy  stood  their  ground  until  we  were  within  40  yards  of  th(*m, 
when  they  fled  in  great  confusion,  under  a most  destructive  fire.  This 
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was  not,  strictly  speaking,  a “ckarge  bayonets,”  but  it  would  have  been 
one  if  the  enemy  had  not  fled.  Graves’  battery  was  then  moved  up,  and 
my  regiment  moved  forward  several  hundred  yards.  While  Graves  was 
moving  up  his  ammunition  and  other  preparations  were  being  made  to 
hold  this  position  the  order  came  from  General  Pillow  to  return  to  the 
trenches.  Up  to  this  period  the  success  was  complete. 

When  I returned  to  my  position  and  before  the  companies  had 
reached  the  trenches  the  enemy  attacked  in  large  force  and  took  them. 
I fell  back  to  the  original  line  of  defense,  and,  being  re-enforced  by  sev- 
eral regiments,  this  position  was  retrieved ; General  Buckner  at  this 
point  being  present  and  in  command.  This  position  was  a stronger  one 
than  the  one  lost,  and  every  effort  was  made  that  night  to  construct 
defenses;  but  the  men  were  so  exhausted  from  labor  and  loss  of  sleep 
that  it  was  utterly  impossible. 

I will  take  the  liberty  to  add,  that  up  to  the  time  when  we  were  or- 
dered back  to  the  trenches  our  success  was  complete  and  our  escape 
secure. 

It  is  also  my  opinion  that  the  exhaustion  of  the  men  from  loss  of  sleep 
and  labor,  together  with  the  demoralization  caused  by  the  loss  of  our 
trenches  on  the  right,  rendered  the  surrender  unavoidable. 

The  officers  and  men  of  my  regiment  acted  with  great  gallantry. 

The  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  I have  heretofore  furnished.* 

EOGER  W.  HANSOK, 
Colonel  Second  KenUiclcy  Regiment, 

Maj.  George  B.  Cosby, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


No.  55. 

Report  of  Maj.  W.  L.  Doss^  Fourteenth  Mississippi  Infantry. 

1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  operations  of  the  Four- 
teenth Eegiment  Mississippi  Volunteers  during  the  engagement  at  Fort 
Donelson,  ending  February  15 : 

On  the  morning  of  February  15,  at  3 a.  m.,  I received  orders  to  have 
my  regiment  in  readiness  to  move  in  two  hours.  About  daylight  we 
took  up  line  of  march  in  the  direction  of  our  left  wing.  It  was  with 
great  difficulty  that  we  progressed,  owing  to  the  country,  which  was 
hilly  or  mountainous,  and  covered  with  snow  and  ice. 

During  our  march  shells  were  constantly  falling  around  us,  without 
doing  us  any  damage,  until  we  halted  in  rear  of  the  intrench  inents, 
wheie  I formed  the  regiment  in  close  column  by  company.  AVe  were 
protected  to  some  extent  from  the  shells  of  the  enemy  by  forming  on 
the  hill-side,  which  was  thickly  set  with  undergrowth.  At  this  place 
Capt.  J.  L.  Crigler,  of  Company  G,  was  severely  wounded  in  the  right 
arm  by  the  explosion  of  a shell,  and  was  unable  to  proceed  farther  with 
his  company. 

I received  orders  to  deploy  two  companies  as  skirmishers,  and  soon 
after  the  battalion  was  ordered  to  dislodge  a battery  in  position,  appar- 
ently about  400  yards  to  our  front.  The  regiment  moved  off  by  the 
right  flank  until  it  reached  our  iutrenchments,  when  it  advanced  in  line 
of  battle.  We  very  soon  came  lo  a small  field,  containing  about  10  or 


* Not  found.  Aggregate  estimated  by  General  Buckner  at  80.  See  j)*  337. 
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15  acres,  where  our  march  was  somewhat  impeded  by  au  abatis  made 
by  the  enemy. 

At  this  point  we  were  fired  upon  by  the  shirmishers.  I ordered  the 
battalion  not  to  return  the  fire.  The  right  wing  of  the  battalion  was 
faced  to  the  right  and  marched  uj)  the  hill  some  distance  under  a heavy 
fire,  then  faced  to  the  front,  and  ordered  to  open  fire  upon  the  enemy. 
In  the  mean  time  the  left  wing  had  mnrched  through  a gap  in  the  abatis, 
faced  to  the  right,  and  rejoined  the  four  right  comj)anies,  when  a gen- 
eral engagement  ensued.  At  this  point  Capt.  F.  M.  Eogers,  of  Company 
E,  fell,  gallantly  cheering  his  men  on.  The  engagement  at  this  point 
continued  for  al30ut  au  hour  or  more,  the  men  displaying  great  coolness 
and  bravery  and  the  officers  great  gallantry. 

The  regiment  suffered  severelj^  at  this  point,  and  was  ordered  to  retreat 
by  Major  Casseday,  who  had  been  appointed  by  General  Buckner  to 
assist  me  (Colonel  Baldwin  being  in  command  of  a brigade  on  the  ex- 
treme left).  After  falling  back  some  200  yards  I endeavored  to  rally 
the  regiment  on  the  Eighteenth  Tennessee  Eegiment,  but  Major  Cas- 
seday insisted,  and  gave  the  order  to  the  regiment  to  fall  bach  to  the 
intrenchments,  which  was  done. 

After  remaining  there,  about  an  hour,  we  were  again  ordered  out  by 
General  Buckner  to  support  a section  of  Captain  Graves^  batter^^  We 
marched  down  the  W ynffs  Ferry  road  about  1 mile,  and  were  halted 
on  the  top  of  the  hill  by  General  Buckner,  when  the  enemy’s  battery 
opened  a galling  fire  of  shot  and  shell  upon  us.  It  was  soon  ascertained 
that  Captain  Graves’  battery  could  do  but  little  good  there,  and  was 
ordered  back  (I  think  by  General  Pillow),  whereupon  my  regiment  was 
ordered  to  take  its  original  position  on  the  right.  Ui)on  onr  arrival 
there  we  found  that  the  enemy  were  in  possession  of  the  intrenchments 
on  the  extreme  right,  which  had  been  occupied  by  the  Second  Kentucky 
Eegiment,  and  which  was  then  engaged  with  the  enemy  to  regain  the 
original  position. 

My  regiment  was  immediately  ordered  to  their  support,  and,  on  arriv- 
ing there,  we  found  the  enemy  advancing  upon  us  in  considerable  num- 
bers, when  we  were  ordered  to  open  fire  upon  them,  which  was  kept  up 
from  about  3 o’clock  until  about  dark,  when  the  enemy  retired.  The 
men  slept  upon  their  arms  during  the  night. 

About  1 o’clock  I received  your  order  to  have  my  regiment  ready  to 
march  in  an  hour,  which  order  was  countermanded  about  daylight.* 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

W.  L.  DOSS, 

Major^  Comdg.  Fourteenth  Eegiment  Mississippi  Volunteers. 

Col.  John  C.  Brown, 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  General  Buchnerh  Division. 


Ko.  56. 

Report  of  Col.  John  M.  Dillard,  Tiventg-sixth  Tennessee  Infantry. 

February  — , 1862. 

The  regiment  went  into  action  on  Saturday,  February  15,  with  400, 
including  field,  staff*,  &c.  There  were  11  killed  and  85  wounded,  many 
mortally,  and  who  have  since  died.  Total  killed  and  wounded,  06. 

* Nominal  list  of  casualties  accompanying  this  report  shows  17  killed,  85  wounded, 
and  10  missing. 
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The  enemy  were  driven  back  by  us,  their  right  wing  being  driven  on 
their  center  and  left,  making  repeated  stands  and  being  repeatedly 
routed,  in  which  this  regiment  captured  two  brass  cannon,  two  flags, 
the  instruments  of  a band,  and  several  prisoners.  Of  the  conduct  of 
the  regiment  in  action  it  is  left  for  the  brigade  commander  to  speak. 

The  killed  and  wounded  are  as  follows,  to  wit.  * 

* * * * * # # ’ 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  M.  LILLAED, 

Colonel  Twenty-sixth  Regiment  Tennessee  Volunteers, 

Col.  W.  E.  Baldwin, 

Fourteenth  Mississippi^  Commanding  Brigade, 


No.  57. 

Report  of  Col,  Robert  Farquharson,  Forty-first  Tennessee  Infantry, 

, , 1862. 

In  obedience  to  an  order  from  General  Pillow,  the  regiment  arrived 
at  Fort  Donelson  about  10  a.  m.  Thursday,  February  13. 

Field  officers,  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  staff  officers : 
Eobert  Farqubarson,  colonel ; Eobert  G.  McClure,  lieutenant  colonel ; 
Thomas  G.  Miller,  major;  Jake  Anthony,  lieutenant  and  adjutant; 
Albert  G.  Clopton,  surgeon;  AVilliam  B.  Smith,  assistant  surgeon; 
Edward  A.  Norton,  acting  assistant  surgeon ; Jobn  K.  Farris,  hospital 
steward  and  acting  assistant  surgeon ; Thomas  B.  McNaughton,  com- 
missary of  subsistence;  John  Gordon,  acting  commissary  of  subsistence; 
William  E.  Barringer  and  William  G.  Eeed,  first  lieutenants  and  drill 
instructors;  John  L.  Dusenbury,  sergeant-major;  Erwin  P.  Jett,  quar- 
termaster-sergeant, and  Albert  Frierson,  ordnance-sergeant. 

Field  officers,  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  staff,  &c.,  15. 
Aggregate,  575. 

Casualties : Killed  2 ; wounded,  G ; and  missing,  26. 

The  regiment  executed  all  the  orders  given  to  it,  and  as  far  as  I know 
each  man  did  his  duty. 

E.  FAEQUHAESON, 

Colonel  Forty-first  Regiment  Tennessee  Volunteers, 


No.  58. 

Report  of  Col.  John  C.  Brown^  Third  Tennessee  Infantry^  commanding 

Third  Brigade. 


February  16,  1862. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Third,  Eighteenth,  and 
Thirty-second  Tennessee  Eegiments,  composing  the  Third  Brigade  of 
your  division,  arrived  at  Fort  Donelson  on  February  9 and  10,  and  were 
assigned  position  by  Brigadier-General  Pillow,  then  in  command,  on  the 
right  of  the  line  of  defenses,  the  extreme  right  being  occupied  by  the 
Second  Kentucky  Eegiment.  I commenced  at  once  the  construction  of 

* Nomiual  list  omitted  sliows  11  killed  aud  85  wounded. 
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rifle  pits  and  forming  abatis  by  felling  timber,  but  the  supply  of  tools 
was  wholly  inadequate,  and  before  the  works  were  scarcely  half  com- 
ifleted  the  enemy  a^jpeared  in  our  front  on  Wednesday,  the  12th,  about 
12  m. 

After  this  the  incessant  fire  from  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters  rendered 
labor  upon  our  woiivs  almost  impossible  during  the  day,  and  large 
fatigue  parties  were  necessary  during  the  entire  nights  of  Wednesday, 
Thursday,  and  Friday,  although  the  Aveather  was  intensely  cold. 

On  Thursday,  the  13th,  the  Fourteenth  Mississippi,  commanded  by 
Maj.  W.  L.  Doss,  and  the  Forty-first  Tennessee,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Farquharson,  were  temporarily  attached  to  my  brigade.  The  center  of 
my  portion  of  the  line,  being  the  most  elevated  and  commanding  point, 
was  defended  by  Captain  Porter’s  light  battery  of  six  guns,  while  Cap- 
tain Graves’  battery  was  posted  near  the  left,  commanding  a long,  wide 
valley,  separating  my  left  from  Colonel  Heiman’s  right.  The  position 
was  ail  admirable  one  to  support  my  left  and  Colonel  Heiman’s  right, 
while  it  also  commanded  the  hills  immediately  in  front. 

About  11  o’clock  on  Thursday  I discovered  the  enemy  moving  in  con- 
siderable force  upon  Colonel  Heiman’s  center,  and  before  the  column 
came  within  range  of  Colonel  Heiman,  and,  indeed,  before  it  could  be 
seen  from  Colonel  Heiman’s  position,  I directed  Captain  GraA^es  to  open 
fire  from  all  his  guns,  which  he  did  with  such  spirit  aud  fatal  precision 
that  in  less  than  fifteen  minutes  the  whole  column  staggered  aud  took 
shelter  in  confusion  and  disorder  beyond  the  summit  of  the  hill  still 
farther  to  our  left,  when  Colonel  Heiman  ox)ened  fire  ujjon  it  and  drove 
it  beyond  range  of  both  his  and  my  guns. 

Later  in  the  day  the  enemy  planted  one  section  of  a battery  on  a hill 
almost  in  front  of  Captain  GraA^es  and  opened  an  enfilading  fire  upon 
the  left  of  my  line,  and  at  the  same  time  a cross-fire  upon  Colonel  Hei- 
mau.  Captain  Graves,  handling  his  favorite  rifle  ])iece  with  the  same 
fearless  coolness  that  characterized  his  conduct  during  the  entire  week, 
in  less  than  ten  minutes  knocked  one  of  the  enemy’s  guns  from  its  car- 
riage, and  almost  at  the  same  moment  the  gallant  Porter  disabled  and 
silenced  the  other,  while  the  sujDporting  infantry  retreated  precipitately 
before  the  storm  of  grape  and  canister  poured  into  their  ranks  from  both 
batteries. 

Nearly  one-half  of  my  command  was  constantly  deployed  in  the  rifle 
pits,  while  the  residue  was  held  under  arms  and  in  position  as  a reserve; 
but  on  Thursday,  Colonel  Hanson,  on  the  extreme  right,  being  attacked 
by  a large  force,  I sent,  by  General  Buckner’s  orders,  the  Eighteenth 
Tennessee  to  his  sux)port,  which  remained  with  him  until  Friday  night. 

On  Saturday  morning  I had  orders  to  move  my  command  towards  the 
left  so  soon  as  Colonel  Head  should  relieve  my  men  in  the  rifle  pits.  He 
was  late  in  reporting,  aud,  without  Avaiting  longer,  I x)ut  the  column  in 
motion,  directing  the  men  in  the  rifle  pits  to  follow  us  as  soon  as  relieved, 
Avhich  they  did  A^ery  promptly,  but  in  some  disorder.  My  Avhole  com- 
mand was  provided  Avith  three  days’  cooked  rations,  and  marched  with 
their  knapsacks,  the  purpose  being  to  turn  the  enemy’s  right  wing  and 
march  out  on  the  Wynn’s  Ferry  road  to  fall  back  upon  NasliAulle. 

Arriving  at  the  x>oint  where  the  W^nin’s  Ferry  road  crosses  the  in- 
trenchments,  the  Third  Tennessee  Avas  dexfloyed  in  the  rifle  jiits,  AAdiile 
remaining  regiments  Avereheld  in  l eserve.  The  enemy  had  already  been 
attacked  on  his  right  by  our  left  Aving,  and  Ave  were  aAvaiting  the  iiroper 
moment  of  co-operation,  aud  by  General  Buckner’s  directions  I sent  the 
l^urteenth  Mississippi  to  the  front  as  skirmishers,  the  enemy  occu  iky- 
ing a hill  in  considerable  force  not  far  distant.  The  Third  and  Eight- 
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eentli  Tennessee  Eegiinents  (tlie  former  commanded  by  Lient.  Col. 
Thomas  M.  Gordon  and  the  latter  by  Col.  J.  B.  Palmer)  were  sent  for- 
ward in  quick  succession  to  support  the  Fourteenth  Mississippi.  As 
they  advanced  over  the  abatis  and  through  comparatively  open  ground, 
and  especially  on  reaching  the  summit  of  the  hill,  they  were  met  by  a 
murderous  fire.  Some  confusion  ensued,  but  they  returned  a steady 
fire,  until  the  enemy  retired,  under  cover  of  dense  timber  and  under- 
growth, withdrawing  his  battery,  which  had  been  looming  a heavy  fire 
into  our  reserves. 

Further  pursuit  being  impracticable  in  that  direction,  and  companies 
having  become  separated  and  somewhat  intermixed,  on  account  of  the 
obstacles  over  which  they  had  marched,  the  command  retired  within 
the  intrenchments,  and  immediately"  reformed,  to  renew  the  attack  still 
farther  to  the  right,  whither  the  enemy  were  retiring. 

About  12  o’clock,  under  the  direction  of  Brigadier-General  Buckner, 
I led  the  Third  and  Eighteenth  Tennessee,  as  well  as  the  Thirty-second 
Tennessee  (Col.  Edward  0.  Cook),  across  an  open  field  on  the  right  of 
Wynn’s  Ferry  road,  under  the  fire  of  a battery  posted  on  that  road.  As 
we  appeared  upon  the  summit  of  the  hill  the  force  supporting  the  bat- 
tery retreated  about  300  or  400  yards  still  farther  to  our  right  and  farther 
from  our  lines,  leaving  one  section  of  the  battery,  which  fell  into  our 
hands. 

The  hill  to  which  the  enemy  retreated  was  so  densely  covered  with 
trees  and  undergrowth  that  our  skirmishers  could  not  ascertain  his  posi- 
tion and  numbers,  but  we  were  led  to  suppose  that  his  battery  at  that 
point  was  supported  by  aforce  not  exceeding  1,000  men,  but  it  was  after- 
wards ascertained  that  his  strength  was  nearly  7,000,  while  there  were 
five  regiments  within  supjiorting  distance. 

Acting  upon  the  first  and  only  information  we  could  then  obtain,  a 
charge  was  ordered,  and  the  whole  command  moved  forward  with  spirit 
and  animation ; but  when  within  about  100  yards  of  the  enemy,  who 
was  upon  higher  ground,  we  were  met  by  a fire  of  grape  and  musketry 
that  was  terrific,  but  fortunately- passing  above  our  heads.  We  halted 
and  opened  a fire  of  musketry  upon  them,  which,  although  continuing 
only-  a few  minutes,  killed  and  wounded  not  less  than  800  of  the  enemy. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Gordon,  of  the  Third,  having  been  wounded,  ordered 
the  regiment  to  fall  back  under  cover  of  the  hill.  I raided  it  at  about 
100  yards,  and  idaced  it  in  command  of  Major  Cheairs.  The  Eight- 
eenth and  Thirty-second  fell  back  a short  distance,  and  just  then,  being 
re-enforced  by  the  Fourteenth  Mississippi,  we  were  renewing  the  attack, 
when  the  enemy^  left  the  field,  leaving  his  dead  and  wounded.  While 
we  were  engaged  the  gallant  Graves  came  in  full  speed  to  our  assistance 
with  a x)art  of  his  battery,  and  maintained  his  position  until  the  enemy- 
retired. 

Our  loss  in  this  engagement  did  not  exceed  50  in  killed  and  wounded  ; 
but  the  brave  and  acccomx)lished  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moore,  of  the  Thirty^- 
second  Tennessee  Eegiment,  fell  mortally  wounded  while  aiding  his  no 
less  worthy  commander  in  cheering  his  men  to  the  charge. 

Just  as  the  enemy  left  the  field,  entirely  opening  the  Wynn’s  Ferry- 
road,  my  command  was  ordered  by  Brigadier- General  Pillow,  repeated 
by  Brigadier- General  Floyd,  to  return  at  once  to  itsjjosition  on  the  right 
of  our  tine  of  defenses. 

My  men  had  scarcely-  deployed  in  the  rifle  pits  when  I was  ordered  to 
re-enforce  Colonel  Hanson  on  the  extreme  right,  whose  works  had  been 
stormed  and  taken  by  the  enemy  before  he  had  reoccui)ied  them.  An 
obstinate  fire  was  maintained  until  dark,  but  we  held  the  ground  to 
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which  Colonel  Hanson  had  retired,  although  opposed  by  a superior  force 
of  fresh  troops. 

Captains  Porter  and  Graves  did  efficient  service  in  the  engagement 
with  their  batteries ; indeed  they  excited  the  admiration  of  the  whole  com- 
mand by  an  exhibition  of  coolness  and  bravery  under  a heavy  lire,  from 
which  they  had  no  iirotection,  which  could  not  be  excelled.  Caiitain  Por- 
ter fell  dangerously  wounded  by  a Minie  ball  through  his  thigh  while 
working  one  of  his  guns,  his  gunners  being  nearly  all  of  them  disabled 
or  killed.  The  command  then  devolved  upon  Lieutenant  Morton,  a 
beardless  youth,  who  stepped  forward  like  an  old  veteran,  and  nobly 
did  he  emulate  the  example  of  his  brave  captain. 

Fatigue  parties  were  employed  until  2 o’clock  Sunday  morning 
strengthening  our  position,  when  an  order  reached  me  to  spike  the 
guns  on  my  line  and  march  my  command  towards  the  left,  as  on  Satur- 
day morning.  The  order  was  instantly  executed,  but  before  the  column 
had  })roceeded  1 mile  I was  directed  to  countermarch  and  reoccupy 
the  works  and  display  flags  of  truce  from  the  front  of  our  works.  At 
9 o’clock  the  same  morning  the  command  was  surrendered. 

My  command  was  so  much  worn  and  exhausted  from  incessant  labor 
and  watching  during  the  entire  week,  exposure  to  intense  cold,  as  well 
as  from  the  fatigues  of  the  battle  on  the  preceding  day,  as  to  be  wholly 
unable  to  meet  any  spirited  attack  from  the  enemy  on  Sunday  morning. 
Our  ammunition,  both  for  artillery  and  small-arms,  was  well-nigh  ex- 
hausted. 

It  might  do  injustice  to  others  to  x^articularize  many  instances  of 
daring  and  bravery  among  officers  and  men.  With  but  few  exceptions 
they  all  deserve  the  highest  praise  for  the  determined  and  gallant  si>irit 
with  which  they  bore  themselves  under  their  first  exposure  to  fire. 

My  killed  amounted  to  38  ; my  wounded  amounted  to  244. 

For  details,  reference  is  made  to  the  reports  of  regimental  comman- 
ders. 

i have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  0.  BEOWN, 

Colonel  Third  Tennessee  Regiment^  Comdg.  Third  Brigade, 

Maj.  George  B.  Cosby, 

Asst,  Adjt.  Gen.^  Second  JDiv.,  Central  Army  of  Kentucky, 


No.  59. 

Report  of  Maj.  Kat.  F.  Cheairs,  Third  Tennessee  Infantry. 

Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  Mass., 

March  10,  1862. 

The  Third  Tennessee  Eegiment  of  Volunteers  arrived  at  Fort  Donel- 
son  on  the  night  of  February  8,  with  an  aggregate  reported  for  duty  of 
750  men. 

On  the  day  after  reaching  Honelson  the  whole  regiment  was  em^Joyed 
in  the  preparation  of  works  of  defense,  rifle  i^its,  trenches,  &c.,  at  which 
both  men  and  officers  continued  night  and  day  until  the  evening  of  the 
12th,  at  which  time  a skirmish  took  place  with  the  Federal s,  about 
a mile  or  a mile  and  a half  in  advance  of  our  trenches,  by  a comx>any  of 
the  Eighteenth  Tennessee  Eegiment,  which  had  been  sent  out  on  i)icket 
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duty.  Immediately  after  the  return  of  the  said  company  to  the  trenches 
General  Buckner’s  division,  which  occupied  the  right  of  the  whole  line 
of  our  defense,  was  arranged  in  order  of  battle  for  the  general  engage- 
ment which  ensued  The  Third  Tennessee  Kegiment  occupied  the  fourth 
position  from  the  right,  and  five  companies  were  deployed  in  the  rifle 
pits,  and  five  held  in  reserve,  commanded  by  myself,  with  orders  to 
sustain  the  companies  deployed  in  the  pits,  under  the  command  of  Lieut. 
Col.  T.  M.  Gordon,  and  to  support  Porter’s  artillery  on  my  right,  as  cir- 
cumstances might  require. 

Such  was  the  position  held  by  the  Third  Tennessee  Eegiment  until 
the  morning  of  February  15.  At  about  4 o’clock  of  said  morning  the 
Third  Tennessee  Eegiment  was  ordered  to  be  put  in  motion  and  march 
in  the  direction  of  our  left  wing,  with  knapsacks,  haversacks,  and  three 
days’  rations,  with  whatever  else  could  be  conveniently  carried.  This 
order  was  immediately  executed,  and  the  regiment  marched  out  beyond 
to  the  right  of  Dover,  where  it  was  halted  and  ordered  to  deploy  as 
skirmishers  in  the  rifle  pits  and  to  the  left  of  the  Fourteenth  Mississippi 
and  Eighteenth  Tennessee.  At  about  8.30  or  9 o’clock  in  the  morning 
the  Fourteenth  Mississippi  and  the  Third  Tennessee  were  ordered  by 
Colonel  Brown  (General  Buckner  also  being  present)  to  attack  one  of 
the  enemy’s  batteries,  located  some  300  or  400  yards  in  front  of  our 
trenches,  and  from  their  position  firing  heavily  upon  us.  This  battery 
was  supported  by  several  regiments  of  infantry.  AVe  succeeded,  after 
a hot  contest  of  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  in  driving  the  enemy 
back,  and  occupied  their  position  until  ordered  back  to  the  trenches  by 
Major  Casseday,  of  General  Buckner’s  statf. 

The  Third,  Eighteenth,  and  Thirty-second  Tennessee  Eegiments  were 
ordered  across  the  trenches  to  attack  another  one  of  the  enemy’s  bat- 
teries, supported  by  a heavy  column  of  infantry,  located  on  or  near  the 
AVynn’s  Ferry  road,  and  much  farther  from  our  works.  The  Third 
Tennessee  was  on  the  left,  the  Eighteenth  in  the  center,  and  the  Thirty- 
second  on  the  right,  in  the  arrangement  for  this  attack.  The  trenches 
were  soon  crossed  and  the  battalions  formed  in  double  column  and 
marched  in  the  direction  of  the  battery.  When  in  about  150  jmrds  of 
it,  it  opened  upon  us  with  grape  and  canister  and  seconded  by  the  in- 
fantry. Lieutenant-Colonel  Gordon,  being  in  command  of  the  Third 
Eegiment,  ordered  it  to  lie  down;  in  a few  seconds  he  was  wounded, 
and  some  unfortunate  order  being  given  just  at  that  time,  which  the 
regiment  took  for  retreat,  they  thereupon  did  retreat  some  100  or  150 
yards,  when  they  were  rallied  by  Colonel  Brown  and  reformed  in  line  of 
battle. 

General  Buckner  being  present,  and  discovering  the  enemy  had  also 
fallen  back,  ordered  me,  as  next  in  command  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Gordon  (he  having  retired  from  the  field),  to  take  the  Third  Tennessee 
Eegiment  back  to  the  trenches,  which  order  I obeyed. 

On  arriving  in  the  trenches  I met  with  General  Pillow,  who  ordered 
me,  after  ascertaining  I was  in  command,  to  take  the  Third  Tennessee 
Eegiment  back  to  the  position  we  had  occupied  on  the  right  wing  and 
the  one  we  had  left  at  about  4 o’clock  in  the  morning.  I immediately 
formed  the  regiment  and  executed  the  order. 

A few  minutes  after  reaching  our  original  position  an  attack  was  made 
upon  Colonel  Hanson,  the  Second  Kentucky  Eegiment’s  trenches,  by 
the  enemy  in  strong  force.  Colonel  Hanson,  not  having  more  than  one 
or  two  companies  in  position,  fell  back  upon  the  Eighteenth  Tennessee 
(Colonel  Palmer),  and  I was  ordered  to  bring  up  the  Third  Tennessee  to 
support  the  Second  Kentucky  and  Eighteenth  Tennessee  Eegiments, 
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which  order  was  executed  at  the  shortest  possible  notice;  and  in  justice 
to  the  officers  and  soldiers  must  say  they  bore  themselves  most  gallantly. 
Notwithstanding  they  were  completely  (or  nearly  so)  worn  down  by  in- 
cessant fighting  and  fatigue  duty  for  eight  consecutive  days,  we  suc- 
ceeded ill  driving  back  the  enemy,  although  they  had  fresh  and  we  had 
exhausted  troops. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Gordon  was  in  command  of  the  regiment  from 
the  time  we  arrived  at  Donelson,  on  the  night  of  the  8th,  until  about  1 
j).  m.  on  the  15th,  when  he  was  wounded  and  retired  from  the  field.  I 
was  then  in  command  until  the  surrender,  which  was  at  6 o’clock  Sun- 
day morning,  February  1(1. 

For  a detailed  account  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  Third  Ten- 
nessee Eegiment  during  the  entire  fight  at  Donelson  I refer  you  to  the 
subjoined  paper,  marked  A.* 

The  foregoing  report  of  the  conduct  and  actions  of  the  Third  Tennes- 
see Eegiment  and  of  its  casualties  at  Fort  Donelson  I have  the  honor 
to  submit  to  you.  Killed,  12  ; wounded,  76. 

Very  respectfully, 

N.  F.  OHEAIES, 

Major^  Commanding  Third  Tennessee  Regiment, 

Col.  John  C.  Brown, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade,  Cecond  Division j 

Central  Army  of  Kentuchy,  C.  S.  Army, 


No.  60. 

Report  of  Col.  Joseph  B.  Palmer^  Eighteenth  Tennessee  Infantry, 

. Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  Mass., 

March  7,  1862, 

The  Eighteenth  Eegiment  Tennessee  Volunteers  arrived  at  Fort  Don- 
elson February  8, 1862,  with  an  aggregate  reported  for  duty  of  685,  and 
these  encamped  mainly  without  tents  or  other  protection  from  the  weather, 
and  with  scarcely  any  cooking  utensils,  until  the  surrender  of  the  forces 
at  that  point  on  the  16th  day  of  the  same  month. 

On  the  day  after  reaching  Donelson  the  whole  regiment  was  employed 
in  the  preparation  of  works  of  defense — rifle  pits,  trenches,  &c.,  at  which 
both  men  and  officers  continued  without  relief  or  rest  night  and  day 
until  the  12th.  Early  in  the  forenoon  of  that  day,  pursuant  to  orders 
from  brigade  headquarters,  I ordered  out  Company  C,  commanded  by 
Capt.  W.  E.  Butler,  on  picket  service,  with  the  usual  instructions. 
They  went  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy’s  lines  about  IJ  miles  and  took 
position,  when  suddenly  they  discovered  several  thousand  Federal 
troops  advancing  towards  our  encampment.  Captain  Butler,  thus  find- 
ing his  position  greatly  exposed,  conducted  a prudent  and  skillful  retreat, 
gradually  falling  back  so  as  to  keep  the  enemy  under  constant  observa- 
tion— finally  fired  upon  them  and  came  within  my  encampment,  sub- 
mitting a report  of  this  intelligence,  which  I immediatel3M;ommunicated 
to  you  and  General  Buckner  in  person.  General  Buckner’s  division, 
which  occupied  the  right  of  the  whole  line  of  our  defense,  was  therefore 
arranged  in  order  of  battle  for  the  general  engagement  which  ensued. 
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Tlie  Second  Kentucky  (Colonel  Hanson’s)  was  first,  and  my  regiment 
second,  on  the  right.  I deployed  Companies  A,  B,  and  G (Captains 
Bushing,  Joyner,  and  McWhirter)  in  tbe  rifle  pits  immediately  in  my 
front,  placing  them  in  command  of  Maj.  S.  W.  Davis.  The  other  com- 
i^anies  were  formed  in  double  column,  first  in  rear  of  the  former,  in 
charge  of  myself  and  Lieut.  Col.  A.  G.  Carden,  with  orders  from  General 
Buckner  to  sustain  the  line  covered  by  my  deployment;  to  support 
Porter’s  artillery  on  my  left  or  re-enforce  Colonel  Hanson  on  my  right, 
as  circumstances  might  require.  Such  was  the  position  held  by  me 
until  the  morning  of  February  15.  I had  occasion,  however,  on  the  13th 
to  dispatch  Companies  E and  K (Captains  Lowe  and  Bandy)  to  re- 
enforce Colonel  Hanson,  upon  whom  the  enemy  was  opening  a consid- 
erable fire;  but  after  a very  spirited  engagement  tbe  attack  was 
repulsed.  1 had  occasion  also,  on  the  14th,  to  send  the  balance  of  my 
reserve  (Captains  Webb^s,  Wood’s,  Putman’s,  Butler’s,  and  St.  John’s 
companies)  to  re-enforce  the  right,  where  it  was  expected  the  enemy 
would  on  that  day  make  a desperate  attack  simultaneously  with  a fire 
on  the  fort  from  their  gunboats ; but  owing  probably  to  a failure  of  suc- 
cess in  the  latter,  no  further  than  the  general  fire  was  made  upon  us  at 
that  time. 

On  Saturday  morning,  February  15,  at  about  2.30  or  3 o’clock,  I 
received  orders  from  brigade  headquarters  to  put  mj^  whole  command 
in  motion  and  to  march  in  the  direction  of  our  left  wing,  with  knap- 
sacks, haversacks  provided  with  three  days’  rations,  and  whatever  else 
men  and  officers  could  carry,  sending  all  my  wagons,  except  enough 
for  the  transportation  of  ordnance  stores,  across  Cumberland  Eiver. 
I proceeded  immediately  to  execute  this  order,  and  marched  out  beyond 
and  to  the  right  of  Dover,  wffiere  I was  ordered  to  halt  and  take  posi- 
tion in  a general  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  Third  Tennessee 
Begimeut.  Very  soon  afterwards  the  Fourteenth  Alississippi  and  Third 
Tennessee  were  ordered  by  Colonel  Brown  (General  Buckner  also  being 
present)  to  attack  one  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  just  in  our  front,  and 
about  300  yards  beyond  the  trenches,  which  from  its  position  was  firing 
heavily  upon  us.  This  battery  was  supported  by  several  regiments  of 
infantry,  which,  in  connection  with  it,  turned  a terrible  fire  on  the  two 
regiments  just  named,  against  which  they  fought  gallantly  and  bravely, 
thus  making  a severe  engagement,  which  continued  for  some  consider- 
able time,  when  I was  ordered  across  the  trenches  to  their  support,  and 
reached  there  just  about  the  time  the  enemy  abandoned  their  position 
and  yielded  the  ground.  Under  the  order  of  Major  Casseday  I returned 
to  my  former  position,  in  connection  with  the  other  two  regiments,  in 
the  general  line  of  battle.  The  Third,  Thirty-second,  and  Eighteenth 
Tennessee  were  then  ordered  across  the  trenches  to  attack  another  one 
of  the  enemy’s  batteries  located  on  or  near  the  Wynn’s  Ferry  road,  and 
much  farther  beyond  our  works.  Colonel  Cook’s  regiment  was  on  the 
right,  my  own  in  the  center,  and  Colonel  Brown’s  on  the  left,  in  the 
arrangement  for  this  attack.  The  trenches  were  soon  crossed,  the  bat- 
talions formed  in  double  column,  and  w^e  marched  on  to  the  supposed 
position  of  the  battery.  Colonel  Cook  being  in  advance  of  my  regiment, 
with  skirmishers  in  his  front.  We  found  some,  I may  say  much,  em- 
barrassment in  having  insufficient  information  in  regard  to  the  enemy’s 
location,  as  we  could  only  judge  in  reference  to  that  by  the  smoke  and 
reports  of  pieces  lately  heard  and  seen  in  that  direction.  We  found 
also  very  considerable  difficulty  in  marching  in  the  requisite  order, 
owing  to  the  timber  and  denseness  of  the  undergrowth,  on  which  the 
snow  was  thickly  depositing  and  melting  somewhat  raindly. 
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We  advanced  forward,  however,  in  quick-time  until,  nearing  the  ene- 
my, we  halted  for  the  purpose  of  gaining,  if  possible,  some  more  definite 
idea  of  his  position,  the  skirmishers  having  rallied  on  their  battalion 
without  (as  I learned  from  Colonel  Cook)  being  able  to  furnish  very 
definite  information.  Colonel  Cook  and  myself  advanced  a few  paces 
beyond  our  commands,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  such  observations  as 
would  enable  us  to  direct  the  movements  of  our  regiments  to  the  best 
possible  advantage.  We  discovered  portions  of  the  enemy^s  baggage  at 
the  distance  of  about  100  yards,  just  over  the  point  of  a hill  in  our  front. 
Being  thus  better  satisfied  of  their  position,  and  that  an  engagement 
must  immediately  occur,  we  accordingly  deployed  as  raiiidly  as  possible 
in  line  of  battle,  my  right  resting  on  Colonel  Cookes  left  and  the  Third 
Tennessee  on  my  left.  The  enemy  opened  a terrific  fire  upon  us  about 
the  time  or  before  we  had  fairly  executed  the  deployment.  The  force 
here  against  us  consisted  of  one  battery,  supported  by  six  infantry  reg- 
iments, all  of  which  ultimately  engaged  in  the  fight.  I ordered  my 
entire  command  to  fire  and  load  kneeling,  as  in  that  position  the  main 
body  of  the  enemy’s  fire  would  and  did  pass  over  us. 

The  officers  and  men  under  me  on  this  occasion  evinced  great  cool- 
ness, bravery,  and  determination  for  success  in  this  most  unequal  contest. 
They  directed  their  fire  with  unusual  accuracy,  which  told  desperately 
and  rapidly  upon  the  enemy,  who  under  its  terrible  effect  and  force 
gave  ground,  w^hile  we  advanced  upon  them  20  paces.  A further  ad- 
vance would  havb  lost  on  our  part  an  advantage  in  position  by  which 
we  had  been  very  considerably  benefited ; and  although  the  enemy 
continued  their  retreat  until  they  had  gone  beyond  the  reach  of  our 
guns,  it  was  not  deemed  consistent  with  the  orders  for  the  movements 
of  our  whole  army  on  that  day,  as  made  known  on  the  previous  night 
from  Generals  Floyd,  Pillow,  and  Buckner  to  myself  and  other  com- 
manders of  regiments,  to  pursue  the  several  forces  any  farther  in  that 
direction.  Besides  this,  many  of  my  arms  (flint-lock  muskets),  by  coming 
in  contact  with  the  melting  snow,  had  beitome  too  inefficient  for  further 
use  until  they  could  be  dried  and  put  in  jiroper  order.  My  ordnance 
wagons  were  more  than  a half  mile  distant,  and  the  men  only  had  a 
few  rounds  of  ammunition  each  remaining  in  their  boxes.  I marched 
my  regiment  therefore  back  to  a better  position,  a distance  of,  say,  150 
paces,  ordered  the  men  to  put  their  pieces  in  order  by  drying  them  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  sent  for  an  additional  supply  of  ammunition,  made 
details  to  have  my  wounded  taken  from  the  field  and  properly  cared  for, 
and  threw  out  a small  number  of  skirmishers  in  connection  with  Coloiml 
Cook,  to  notice  the  movements  and  position  of  the  enemy,  who  reported 
that  he  had  gone  back  beyond  the  Wynn’s  Ferry  road,  and  could  not 
be  seen  at  all  from  the  position  of  our  late  engagement. 

I was  informed  on  the  afternoon  of  February  14  and  again  at  a late 
hour  of  that  night,  by  General  Buckner  and  Colonel  Brown,  that,  for 
tbe  reasons  given  at  the  time  (not  material  here  to  recite),  the  generals 
in  command  had  determined  to  evacuate  Donelson  and  move  the  whole 
of  our  troops  to  Nashville  or  in  that  direction,  and  orders  were  given 
me  by  Colonel  Brown  to  prepare  my  command  accordingly  with  rations, 
&c.,  for  the  march.  I was  further  informed  that  to  execute  this  purpose 
our  whole  army  would  at  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  15th 
move  upon  the  right  wing  of  the  Federal  lines,  cut  our  way  through, 
and  march  out  in  the  direction  stated.  I was  informed  that  the  whole 
of  the  enemy’s  right  were  driven  back,  thus  removing  all  furttier  ditii- 
culty  in  the  way  of  executing  our  purpose.  I was  every  moment  expect- 
ing to  receive  orders  to  march  my  regiment,  together  with  the  balance 
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of  our  troops,  in  the  direction  of  INashville ; bnt  before  I could  get  all 
my  dead  and  wounded  from  the  field  and  have  them  provided  for  and 
disposed  of  an  order  came  to  me,  said  at  the  time  to  come  from  General 
Pillow,  to  move  my  command  immediately  back  to  the  jtosition  from 
which  I started  on  that  morning,  and  which  I had  been  holding  for  sev- 
eral days.  1 accordingly  returned  to  my  trenches.  In  a very  few  min- 
utes after  I reached  iny  position,  and  before  Colonel  Hanson  (just  to  my 
right)  bad  gained  his  trenches,  several  Federal  regiments,  under  com- 
mand of  General  C.  F.  Smith,  comn)en(!ed  their  attack,  and  took  pos- 
session of  a part  of  Colonel  Hanson’s  unoccupied  works.  Unable,  under 
these  circumstances  and  against  such  remarkable  odds,  to  drive  back 
the  attacking  regiments.  Colonel  Hanson  immediately  fell  back  with  his 
command  on  my  line,  where,  re-enforced  by  the  Fourteenth  Mississippi, 
the  Third,  Forty-first,  Forty -ninth  Tennessee,  and  parts  of  other  com- 
mands, a long  and  desperate  struggle  ensued,  closing  at  sunset  with  a 
decided  and  brilliant  victory  to  our  arms,  the  fight  having  lasted  for  at 
least  two  hours.  The  losses  of  the  enemy  in  all  the  engagements  above 
referred  to,  as  ascertained  by  subsequent  visits  to  their  grounds,  were 
indeed  very  great,  exceeding  ours  both  in  killed  and  wounded,  1 must 
say,  in  any  moderate  estimate,  at  least  seven  to  one. 

Besides  the  conflicts  already  named  in  this  report  the  Federal  forces 
made  several  attempts  upon  my  works,  but  were  in  every  instance  gal- 
lantly met  and  signally  repulsed. 

On  the  night  of  the  15th  the  whole  of  my  command,*  except  the  detail 
made  to  continue  the  work  of  strengthening  and  extending  our  breast- 
works, stood  to  their  arms,  constantly  expecting  a renewal  of  engage- 
ments, until  about  2 o’clock  of  the  following  morning.  At  this  hour  I 
received  orders  from  brigade  headquarters  to  move  my  regiment  as  rap- 
idly as  possible  to  Hover,  a distance  of  miles,  where  I was  informed 
further  orders  would  be  given  me.  It  was,  however,  well  understood 
among  all  parties  that  the  object  of  the  march  was  to  evacuate  our  en- 
tire position.  1 reached  Dover  some  time  before  daylight  and  reported 
to  Generals  Floyd,  Pillow,  and  Buckner,  all  of  whom  were  still  there,  and 
wlio  ordered  me  to  halt  and  await  further  directions. 

A messenger  from  Colonel  Brown’s  headquarters  soon  came,  ordering 
me  back  to  my  trenches,  and  on  returning  to  my  quarters  I found  that 
General  Buckner's  whole  command  had  been  surrendered.-  This  was 
my  first  notice  of  that  fact,  and  was  thus  received  on  Sunday  morning 
at  5.30  o’clock. 

Throughout  the  period  covered  by  this  report  the  men  and  officers  of 
my  command  underwent  an  astonishing  amount  of  hard  labor  and  toil, 
suffering  greatly  from  the  want  of  rest,  from  terrible  exposure  and 
fatigue,  and  the  absence  of  nearly  all  the  comforts  even  of  camp  lifej 
but  every  demand  upon  their  strength  and  energy  was  promptly  met; 
every  order  was  unhesitatingly  obeyed,  and  every  hardship  and  suffer- 
ing bravely  and  patiently  endured,  evincing  a glorious  spirit  of  self- 
sacrifice  and  determination,  now  mentioned  alike  in  simple  justice  to 
them  and  with  the  utmost  pride  and  satisfaction  to  myself. 

On  the  field  my  entire  field  and  staff*  and  company  officers  and  men 
(with  scarcely  a noticeable  exception)  bore  themselves  nobly  and  gal- 
lantly, displaying  on  every  occasion  a dauntless  courage  and  patriotism, 
alike  deserving  the  praises  of  their  chivalrous  State  and  the  apiiroval 
of  a glorious  country. 

Many  officers  and  men  of  my  command  are  justly  entitled  to  the  merit 
of  personal  honor  and  distinction.  Lieut.  W.  W.  Smith,  of  Company 
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C,  shot  and  killed  instantly  on  the  field,  fell  covered  with  glory,  in  the 
gallant  discharge  of  his  duties,  as  did  the  other  lamented  dead  and 
wounded  of  my  regiment. 

With  a very  grateful  recollection  of  my  whole  command,  for  their 
soldierly  and  manly  demeanor  throughout  our  whole  campaign,  I can- 
not close  this  report  without  Submitting  with  it  acknowledgments  for 
valuable  services  and  kind  offices  done  me  by  Lieuts.  ISTath.  Gooch,  of 
Company  0,  and  John  M.  Douglass,  of  Company  G,  who  are  also  very 
justly  entitled  to  all  I have  heretofore  stated  on  behalf  of  other  officers. 

Owing  to  the  sudden  and  unexpected  separation  from  my  company 
officers  I am  unable  to  submit  with  this  report  the  names  of  the  killed 
and  wounded  of  my  regiment,  and  can  therefore  only  state  them  in 
the  aggregate : 


There  were  killed  oh  the  field 4 

Mortally  wounded G 

Supposed  not  mortally • 38 

Missing 4 

Total 52 


The  foregoing  report  of  the  conduct  and  action  of  my  regiment  and 
of  its  casualties  at  Fort  Donelson  I have  on  this  day  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit to  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  B.  PALMER, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Eighteenth  Tennessee  Regiment, 
Col.  John  C.  Brown, 

Comdg.  3d  Brig.^  2d  Div.j  Cent.  Army  of  KentucJcy^  C.  S.  Army, 


No.  61. 

Report  of  Col.  Edward  C.  Coolc^  Thirty-second  Tennessee  Infantry. 

Fort  Donelson,  Stewart  County,  Tenn., 

February  16,  1862. 

The  Thirty-second  Tennessee  Regiment  reached  Fort  Donelson  on 
the  night  of  the  10th  instant,  with  555  men,  rank  and  file,  many  of  the 
regiment  having  been  left  sick  at  Russellville,  Ky.,  many  at  Bowling 
Green,  Ky.,  and  some  on  furlough,  sick  at  home.  We  were  placed  on 
the  left  of  General  BuckneFs  division.  The  entire  regiment  was  em- 
ployed making  intrenchments  till  the  same  were  finished.  The  enemy 
began  to  fire  upon  us  with  artillery  and  sharpshooters  as  early  as  Tues- 
day evening,  the  11th. 

The  weather  was  extremely  cold,  and  being  kept  continually  at  labor 
and  on  duty,  we  suffered  much  from  exposure.  The  regiment,  although 
held  in  readiness  at  every  moment,  was  not  engaged  in  actual  fight 
until  Saturday,  the  15th. 

On  Friday  night  we  were  ordered  to  have  cooked  rations  for  three 
days,  and,  with  knapsacks  packed,  to  be  ready  to  march  at  4 o’clock  the 
next  morning.  I then  learned  that  it  had  been  determined  by  the  gen- 
erals in  council  at  that  hour  to  march  to  the  extreme  left  of  our  intrench- 
inents,  attack  the  enemy’s  right  wing  and  turn  it,  and,  if  we  succeeded, 
to  march  for  Nashville. 
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The  next  morning  at  4 o’clock  onr  brigade  marched  to  the  left  of  onr 
intrenchments.  Just  as  we  were  approaching  the  extreme  left  of  our 
iiitrenchmeuts  General  Buckner  ordered  me  to  place  my  regiment  in 
column  of  division  under  cover  of  the  hill  in  the  rear  of  Green’s  battery 
and  to  sustain  it. 

YVe  remained  here  until  about  10  a.  m.,  when  General  Pillow  ordered 
me  to  move  my  regiment  to  the  right  and  to  cross  the  intrenchments 
and  attack  a battery  of  the  enemy,  which  was  then  firing  at  us,  and 
seemed  to  be  situated  some  800  yards  from  our  intrenchments.  Just  as 
we  were  marching  across  the  intrenchments  General  Buckner  and  Col- 
onel Brown  came  up,  and,  upon  learning  the  order  General  Pillow  had 
given.  General  Buckner  ordered  me  to  proceed  to  attack  the  battery, 
and  ordered  Colonel  Palmer,  with  his  regiment,  to  sustain  me.  I for- 
warded the  regiment,  crossed  the  intrenchments,  threw  out  two  com- 
panies as  skirmishers,  and  moved  the  regiment  forward  in  the  direction 
of  the  enemy’s  battery.  The  skirmishers  very  soon  engaged  those  of 
the  enemy,  drove  them  back,  killing  some,  taking  5 prisoners,  and 
capturing  some  fine  muskets. 

We  moved  forward  through  woods  with  thick  undergrowth ; the 
bushes  were  covered  with  snow,  which  was  melting  slowly,  and  it  was 
very  difficult  to  move  forward.  We  had  advanced  within  75  or  100 
yards  of  the  enemy,  and  he  had  opened  fire  upon  us  with  his  battery, 
when  Colonel  Brown  rode  up  and  ordered  me  to  move  my  regiment  to 
the  right  and  attack  the  battery  at  this  point.  The  bushes  were  very 
thick,  and  we  could  with  great  difficulty  move  forward.  Our  skirmish- 
ers fired  upon  the  enemy  and  rallied  upon  the  battalion.  I immediately 
ordered  the  regiment  to  kneel  and  fire  and  to  load  and  fire  kneeling. 
The  fire  began.  Colonel  Palmer,  on  my  left,  immediately  opened  fire 
from  his  regiment.  The  firing  was  kept  up  rapidly.  The  regiment  all 
the  while  slowly,  but  gradually,  moved  forward.  We  were  protected 
by  cover  of  the  timber  and  hill  from  the  enemy’s  shot.  Lieut.  Col.  W. 

P.  Moore  fell  very  early  in  the  action,  wounded  in  the  right  knee,  and 
was  carried  from  the  field  to  the  hospital.  This  left  me  with  no  field  officer 
to  aid  me.  Major  Brownlow  having  been  left  sick  at  Eussellville ; Adju- 
tant Jones  being  on  duty  part  of  the  day,  but  was  not  with  the  regiment 
in  the  engagement.  I soon  discovered  many  of  the  muskets  failed  to 
fire,  the  priming  being  wet  (the  most  of  the  regiment  being  armed  with 
inferior  flink-lock  muskets).  After  a while  the  left  wing  of  the  regiment 
began  to  fall  back  slowly,  and  then  the  right  wing  in  good  order,  and, 
being  satisfied  that  many  of  the  guns,  in  good  order  to  do  execution, 
must  be  wiped  and  dried,  and  knowing  that  the  regiment,  after  falling 
back  a short  distance,  would  be  entirely  protected  from  the  enemy’s 
shot,  I determined  to  let  them  fall  back.  Alter  they  fell  back  about 
100  yards  I halted  the  regiment  and  ordered  the  men  to  wipe  and  dry 
their  guns.  Upon  inquiry  as  to  why  they  fell  back,  the  officers  informed 
me  they  heard  an  order  to  fall  back,  and  believed  it  came  from  proper 
authority. 

After  the  guns  were  cleaned  1 threw  out  two  companies  of  skirmish- 
ers, Avho  proceeded  as  far  as  the  Wynn’s  Ferry  road,  in  which  was  placed 
the  enemy’s  battery,  when  we  attacked,  and  the  skirmishers  returned 
and  reported  that  the  enemy  had  retired  beyond  the  road  and  could  not 
be  seen.  After  waiting  some  time  and  receiving  no  orders.  Colonel 
Palmer  and  I,  after  consultation,  determined  to  march  our  regiments 
back  to  the  intrenchments  where  we  had  crossed  and  where  my  regi- 
ment had  left  their  knapsacks.  I 
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■W  lien  we  reached  the  intrenchmcnts,  Major  Cosby  gave  me  an  order 
from  General  Buckner  to  march  my  regiment  immediately  back  to  the 
intrenchmcnts  we  had  left  in  the  morning.  At  tliis  moment  we  felt 
satisfied  that  the  Wynn’s  Ferry  road  was  clear  and  the  way  to  Nashville 
open ; that  fortune  had  smiled  upon  us,  and  that  we  ought  to  prove  to 
her  we  were  worthy  of  her  favors.  We  marched  ra])idly  back  to  our 
intrenchmcnts  and  took  position  in  them.  In  a few  minutes  the  enemy 
appeared  in  large  force  in  front  of  us  and  threatened  to  attack  us,  when 
night  came  on. 

Early  at  night  I received  orders  to  have  three  days’  cooked  rations 
prepared,  and,  with  knapsacks  packed,  to  be  ready  to  march  at  4 o’clock 
next  morning.  At  the  appointed  hour  we  marched  out  for  Dover,  and 
before  we  reached  Dover  we  were  ordered  to  return  to  our  intrench- 
meuts,  and  learned  that  capitulation  for  a surrender  was  going  on. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  regi- 
ment, although  jaded  from  labor  and  exposure,  at  all  times  exhibited 
great  willingness  to  obey  and  .anxiety  to  promx>tly  execute  all  orders. 
In  battle  they  behaved  coolly  and  courageously,  and  not  one  of  the  regi- 
ment ever  left  the  line  or  his  post  of  duty.  The  morale  of  the  regiment 
was  not  corrupted  or  destroyed,  and  even  after  it  was  known  we  were 
surrendered,  we  had  not  a single  straggler  from  the  regiment. 

During  the  engagement  on  the  I5th  we  lost  in  killed  and  had  wounded 
in  Company  A,  commanded  by  Capt.  Willis  Worley,  1 killed  and  3 
wounded,  whose  names  I cannot  give,  as  I have  no  report  from  Com- 
i:)any  A.  I hereto  attach  a list  of  the  other  comxianies  of  the  regi- 
ment, giving  the  names,  number  engaged,  and  the  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing.*  At  the  earliest  moment  it  can  be  obtained  I will  forward  a 
list  of  Company  A,  to  be  made  a ijart  of  the  exhibit  hereto. 

Our  gallant  Colonel  Moore  died  from  the  wound  he  received.  The 
regiment,  as  well  as  all  who  knew  him,  deeply  mourn  his  death.  The 
surgeon,  James  F.  Grant,  Quartermaster  John  T.  Shephard,  Commis- 
sary E.  Shields  Wilson,  Quarterm aster- Sergt.  James  P.  Campbell,  were 
all  at  their  post  and  did  their  full  duty.  Capt.  John  D.  Clarke,  a drill 
master,  was  on  duty  during  the  entire  week,  and  in  the  engagement  of 
the  15th.  Capt.  D.  C.  Sims,  a drill  master,  assigned  to  my  regiment, 
was  on  duty  a portion  of  the  week,  but  not  in  the  engagement  of  the 
15th,  being  reported  sick. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Rank  and  file,  at  Fort  Donelson 55 

At  Donelson;  not  engaged  on  Saturday 21 

At  Donelson,  engaged  on  Saturday 534 

Killed 3 

Wounded  and  surrendered • 15 

Wounded  and  not  surrendered 21 

Missing 1 

Escaped 1 

Wounded 30 

Surrendered 528 


Kespectfully, 

ED.  C.  COOK, 

Colonel  Thirty -second  Tennessee  Regiment, 

Col.  John  C.  Brown, 

OoZ.,  Comdg.  3d  Brig,,  2d  Biv.,  Central  Army  of  KentueJcy. 


Not  found. 
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Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Buslirod  R.  Johnson^  C.  8.  Army,  commanding 

division,  &c. 

Huntsville,  Ala.,  March  4,  1862. 

Sir:  Between  tlie  hours  of  11  and  12  p.  m.,  on  February  6,  I received 
at  l^ashville,  Tenn.,  a telegraphic  dispatch  of  same  date  from  Maj.  W. 
W.  Mackall,  assistant  adjutant  general  to  General  A.  S.  Johnston,  com- 
manding the  Western  Department  of  C.  S.  Army,  ordering  me  to  take 
instant  command  of  Fort  Donelson. 

In  compliance  with  this  order,  I proceeded  by  the  first  boat  to  the 
point  designated.  On  my  way  I reported  to  Brigadier-General  Pillow, 
in  Clarksville,  from  whom  I received  an  additional  order  to  assume  com- 
mand at  Fort  Donelson.  Upon  my  arrival,  on  the  night  of  February  7, 
I found  at  the  fort  the  troops  which,  under  Col.  A.  Heiman,  had  reached 
there  during  the  previous  night  from  Fort  Henry,  consisting  of  the  Tenth 
Eegiment  Tennessee  Infantry,  Lieut.  CoL  R.  W.  MacGavock ; Fourth 
Regiment  Mississippi  Infantry,  Colonel  Drake;  eight  companies  of 
Twenty-seventh  Regiment  Alabama  Infantry,  Colonel  Hughes;  eight 
companies  of  Forty-eighth  Regiment  Tennessee  Infantry,  Col.  W.  M. 
Yoorhies;  Fifteenth  Regiment  Arkansas  Infantry,  Colonel  Gee;  Ten- 
nessee Battalion,  Colonel  Browder  ; two  companies  of  Alabama  Battal- 
ion, Major  Garvin ; detachment  of  light  artillery.  Captain  Culbertson ; 
Xinth  Battalion  Tennessee  cavalry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gantt ; one  com- 
pany of  Tennessee  cavalry.  Captain  Milton. 

Also  the  forces  stationed  at  Fort  Donelson,  consisting  of  the  Thirtieth 
Regiment  Tennessee  Infantry,  Col.  J.  W.  Head  ; Forty-ninth  Regiment 
Tennessee  Infantry,  Col.  J.  E.  Bailey ; Fiftieth  Regiment  Tennessee  In- 
fantry, Colonel  Sugg ; Fifty- third  Regiment  Tennessee  Infantry,  Colo- 
nel Abernathy;  five  companies  of  Tennessee  infantry.  Colonel  S.  H. 
Colms;  one  company  light  battery.  Captain  Maney. 

The  batteries  of  heavy  artillery  were  manned  by  two  companies  of  in- 
fantry, one  commanded  by  Captain  Bid  well,  detacfed  from  Colonel 
Head’s  regiment,  and  the  other  commanded  by  Capt.  T.  W.  Beaumont, 
from  Colonel  Sugg’s  regiment  of  Tennessee  volunteers. 

With  and  after  my  arrival  at  Fort  Donelson  re-enforcements  were 
added  which  it  will  be  unnecessary  here  to  enumerate.  Subsistence 
stores  and  munitions  of  war  were  being  daily  landed  from  transports, 
and,  without  adequate  means  of  transportation,  required  storage.  Work 
for  the  improvement  of  the  original  plan  of  the  defenses  was  in  hand  ; 
the  sick  had  to  be  sent  awaj’  to  hospitals,  and  troops  had  to  be  assigned 
and  moved  to  their  positions  without  definite  knov/ledgeof  the  strength 
of  the  re-enforcements  destined  for  the  place.  Such  were  the  duties, 
with  many  others  incidental  to  the  nature  and  condition  of  the  com- 
mand, to  which  my  attention  was  immediately  directed. 

On  February  9,  however.  General  Pillow  arrived  and  assumed  com- 
mand, and  having  disposed  of  the  forces  for  the  defense  of  the  place, 
assigned  me  to  the  command  of  the  left  wing,  consisting  at  that  time 
of — 

Col.  A.  Heiman’s  brigade:  Tenth  Regiment  Tennessee  Volunteers, 
Lieut.  Col.  R.  W.  MacGavock  ; Fifty- third  Regiment  Tennessee  Volun- 
teers, Col.  Alfred  [H.]  Abernathy;  eight  companies  of  Forty-eighth 
Regiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  Colonel  Voorhies  ; eight  companies  of 
Twenty-seventh  Regiment  Alabama  Volunteers,  Colonel  Hughes ; light 
battery.  Captain  Maney. 
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Colonel  Davidson’s  brigade : Third  Eegiment  Mississippi  Volunteers,* 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Wells;  Eighth  Eegiment  Kentucky  Volunteers, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Lyon ; Seventh  Eegiment  Texas  Volunteers,  Colo- 
nel Gregg ; First  Eegiment  Mississii)pi  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  A.  S. 
Hamilton. 

Colonel  Drake’s  brigade : Fourth  Eegiment  Mississippi  Volunteers, 
Major  Adair;  Fifteenth  Eegiment  Arkansas  Volunteers,  Colonel  Gee; 
two  comijanies  of  Twenty-sixth  Eegiment  Alabama  Volunteers,  Majo-r 
Garvin  ; Tennessee  Battalion,  Colonel  Browder. 

During  the  progress  of  the  defenses  of  Fort  Donelson  the  following 
additions  were  made  to  my  command,  viz  : 

The  Thirtieth  Eegiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  Colonel  Head;  Forty- 
second  Eegiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  Col.  W.  A.  Quarles. 

Colonel  Wharton’s  brigade : Fifty-first  Eegiment  Virginia  Volunteers, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Massie ; Fifty-sixth  Eegiment  Virginia  Volunteers, 
Captain  Davis. 

— Colonel  McCausland’s  brigade:  Thirty-sixth  Eegiment  Virginia  Vol- 
unteers, Lieutenant-Colonel  Eeid;  Fiftieth  Eegiment  Virginia  Volun- 
teers, Major  Thorburn;  Twentieth  Eegiment  Mississippi  Volunteers, 
Maj.  W.  N.  Brown. 

^ Colonel  Baldwin’s  brigade : Twenty-sixth  Eegiment  Mississippi  Vol- 
unteers, Colonel  Eeynolds ; Twenty-sixth  Eegiment  Tennessee  Volun- 
teers, Colonel  Lillard. 

Light  artillery : Seven  pieces.  Captain  Green ; four  pieces.  Captain 
French  ; four  pieces.  Captain  Guy. 

On  February  11,  the  enemy  having  made  their  appearance  on  the  land 
side  of  our  defenses  and  in  rear  of  the  town  of  Dover,  our  troops  were 
ordered  out  by  General  Pillow,  our  line  of  rifle  pits  marked  out  for  con-  • 
struction  by  Major  Gilmer,  of  the  Engineers,  and  during  the  night  of  the 
12th  these  were  brought  nearly  to  completion  and  rendered  quite  effi- 
cient for  defensive  ]nirposes.  Caifiain  Maney’s  and  Captain  Green’s 
batteries  were  placed  in  iiosition,  and  epaulements  thrown  up  in  front  of 
them. 

At  dusk,  on  the  12th  instant,  I threw  out  pickets  in  front  of  the  center 
of  my  command,  on  the  Wynn’s  Ferry  road,  and  prepared  to  extend  the 
abatis  at  that  point.  My  pickets  and  working  party  were  immediately 
driven  in  by  the  enemy,  and  1 man  was  killed  on  the  outside  of  the 
trenches  and  1 inside ; 1 man  was  also  wounded  on  the  outside  who  was 
never  afterwards  found,  though  search  was  immediately  made  for  him. 
These  were  the  first  casualties  that  occurred  on  the  left  wing. 

The  following  was  the  order  in  which  the  troops  of  the  left  wing  were 
posted  in  the  trenches,  commencing  on  the  right : 1st,  Tenth  Eegiment 
Tennessee  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  E.  W.  MacOavock ; 2d,  Fifty-third 
Eegiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  Col.  Alfred  [H.]  Abernathy ; 3d,  bat- 
teiy  light  artillery,  Capt.  Frank  Mauey ; 4th,  eight  companies  Forty- 
eighth  Tennessee  Eegiment,  Col.  W.  M.  Voorhies  ; oth,  eight  companies 
Twenty-seventh  Alabama,  Colonel  Hughes;  Gth,  Thirtieth  Eegiment 
Tennessee  Volunteers,  Colonel  Head  ; 7th,  Fourth  Eegiment  Mississippi 
Volunteers,  Major  Adair ; 8th,  four  pieces  light  artillery,  Cax)tain  French ; 
0th,  Fifteenth  Eegiment  xArkansas  Volunteers,  Colonel  Gee;  lOth,  two 
companies  Alabama  Battalion,  Major  Garvin;  11th,  Tennessee  Bat- 
talion, Colonel  Browder;  12th,  Fifty-first  Eegiment  Virginia  Volunteers, 
Ifieutenant-Colouel  Massie ; 13th,  Third  Eegiment  ]\lississippi  Volun- 
teers, Lieut.  Col.  J.  M.  Wells;  14th,  first  division  Green’s  battery.  Captain 

* This  regiment  was  afterwards  known  as  the  Twenty-third.  Col.  J.  B.  Deasoii’s 
regiment  retained  its  designation,  “Third  Mississii)pi.” 
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Green;  15tli,  four  pieces  light  artillery,  Captain  Gny ; IGth,  Eighth  Eegi- 
ment  Kentucky  Volunteers,  Lientenant-ColoDel  Lyon ; 17th,  Seventh 
Eegiment  Texas  Yolunteers,  Colonel  Gregg;  18th,  Fifty-sixth  Eegimeut 
Virgiuia  Volunteers,  Cai)taiu  Davis;  19th,  First  Eegiment  Mississippi 
Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  A.  S.  Hamilton;  20th,  second  division  Green’s 
battery,  Lieutenant  Perkins  ; 21st,  Twenty-sixth  Eegiment  Mississipiii 
Volunteers,  Colonel  Eeynolds. 

The  following  forces  were  in  reserve  on  the  left  wing,  viz : Forty-second 
Tennessee,  Twentieth  Mississippi,  Thirty- sixth  Virginia,  and  Twenty- 
sixth  Tennessee  Eegimeuts. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Floyd  arrived  at  Fort  Donelson  at  daylight  on  the 
morning  of  February  13. 

A jiart  of  Colonel  Heiman’s  brigade  was  posted  on  the  most  elevated 
point  on  our  left  wing,  and  on  it  was  made  the  first  attack  on  my  com- 
mand at  about  12  m.  on  February  13.  The  enemy’s  infantry,  supported 
by  artillery,  made  two  assaults,  the  second  one  after  being  re-enforced, 
and  were  both  times  gallantly  repulsed  within  the  period  of  two  hours. 
The  left  of  the  Tenth  Tennessee  Eegiment,  the  whole  of  the  Fifty-third 
Tennessee  Eegimeut,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  F.  Winston, 
the  right  of  the  Forty-eighth  Tennessee  Eegiment,  and  Captain  Mauey’s 
battery  met  the  attack.  The  Forty-second  Tennessee  Eegiment,  under 
Colonel  Quarles,  arriving  in  rear  of  the  heights  about  the  time  of  the 
second  attack — having  been  dispatched  to  me  by  General  Pillow  for  that 
linrpose — was  pressed  forward  to  support  the  defense,  and  was  warmly 
engaged  with  the  enemy,  losing  about  8 killed  and  wounded.  The  Fifty- 
third  Tennessee  Eegiment  lost  a somewhat  larger  number. 

Having  received  tlie  report  of  but  one  colonel — that  of  Colonel  Lyon — 
• it  is  roper  here  to  state  that  I cannot  give  the  casualties  or  do  that  com- 
])lete  justice  to  each  and  every  part  of  my  command  which  I desire  and 
which  they  so  much  merit. 

In  this  attack  Cai)tain  Maney’s  company  of  artillery  and  Colonels 
Abernathy’s  and  Quarles’  regiments  principally  sufiered  and  deserve 
more  particular  notice.  In  Captain  Maney’s  company  the  loss  was  such 
that  he  was  unable  afterwards  to  man  but  two  guns  of  the  four  which 
composed  his  battery. 

During  this  attack  and  until  night  most  of  the  left  wing  was  exposed 
to  the  fire  of  sharpshooters  and  of  field  artillery.  Colonel  Lyon’s  ( Eigh  th 
Kentucky)  regiment,  posted  in  rifle  pits,  in  front  of  which  was  planted, 
at  700  yards,  a battery  varying  from  two  to  four  ])ieces,  lost  by  these 
and  sharpshooters  2 men  killed  and  10  wounded  within  six  hours  of  this 
day,  and  the  Seventh  Texas  Eegiment,  I am  informed,  lost  1 lieutenant 
killed. 

During  February  14  the  main  attack  was  made  with  the  enemy’s  gun- 
boats on  our  water  batteries,  which,  being  on  the  right  wing,  did  not 
affect  my  command.  It  was,  however,  exposed  to  the  fire  of  shari)- 
shooters  and  occasional  artillery  fire,  without  important  results. 

Between  12  and  1 a.  m.  on  February  15  it  was  resolved,  in  council, 
convened  by  General  Floyd,  to  attack  the  enemy’s  strong  position  on 
his  right,  while  General  Buckner  should  assault  the  enemy  on  the  Wynn’s 
Ferry  road.  By  this  attack  it  was  proposed  to  roll  the  enemy’s  right 
wing  back  on  his  left,  and  at  least  to  cut  a way  for  our  forces  to  retreat 
and  save  our  army  from  capitulation.  To  provide  for  every  contingency, 
even  that  of  failure,  a rallying  point,  far  beyond  the  enemy’s  lines,  was 
designated,  and  all  the  plans  were  skillfully  and  minutely  a(l  justed.  The 
commanding  ofiicers  of  brigades  were  dismissed  from  the  council,  with 
orders  to  marshal  their  forces  with  the  utmost  dispatch,  but  from  some 
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cause  Colonel  Davidson’s  brigade  did  not  appear  punctually  in  its  place. 
Proceeding  to  liis  headquarters,  I learned  from  his  aide,  Capt.  R.  B. 
Ryan,  that  Colonel  Davidson  was  severely  indisposed,  and  had  only 
given  orders  that  his  command  should  be  held  in  readiness  to  move.  I 
caused  the  brigade  to  be  put  in  motion  immediately,  and  at  about  4 a. 
m.  all  the  brigades  designated  were  formed  In  columns  of  regiments  on 
the  left  of  and  outside  of  our  trenches.  Here  Colonel  Simonton  was 
placed  in  command  of  Colonel  Davidson’s  brigade. 

At  earlj^  dawn  the  head  of  the  column  moved,  under  the  orders  of 
General  Pillow,  who  led  them,  and  very  soon  engaged  the  enemy  with 
small-arms.  Somewhat  later  Lieutenant  Perkins  opened  fire  upon  the 
enemy  from  his*  artillery  posted  in  the  trenches.  Colonel  Baldwin’s 
brigade  formed  the  right  of  the  attacking  force  and  was  first  to  open 
fire.  Colonels  Wharton’s  and  McCausland’s  brigades  formed  a line  on 
the  left  of  Colonel  Baldwin.  Colonel  Si  monton’s  brigade  was  the  next 
to  advance,  which  it  did  in  the  following  order  from  right  to  left,  viz: 
Third  Mississippi,  Eighth  Kentucky,  Seventh  Texas,  and  First  Missis- 
sippi Regiments.  When  the  head  of  this  brigade  had  advanced  about 
half  way  up  the  hill  occupied  by  the  enemy,  the  Third  [Twenty- third]  Mis- 
sissippi Regiment  was  brought  forward  and  put  into  action.  The  Eighth 
Kentucky  Regiment  was  then  met  by  a heavy  fire,  which  caused  it  to  form 
in  line  of  battle  under  cover  of  [a]  hollow  to  the  right  of  the  Third  Mis- 
sissippi Regiment,  from  which  it  moved  into  action  under  a heavy  fire 
from  the  enemy.  The  regiments  of  Colonel  Gregg  and  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Hamilton  (the  Seventh  Texas  and  First  Mississippi)  moved  forward 
together,  and  came  into  action  on  the  right  of  the  Eighth  Kentucky 
Regiment.  This  brigade  being  heavily  pressed  by  the  enemy,  the  Thirty- 
sixth  Virginia  Regiment  was  brought  up  to  its  left  and  put  into  action, 
so  as  to  take  the  enemy  in  [the]  flank.  The  left  brigade,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Drake,  I placed  in  ijosition,  forming  a handsome  line,  and 
Ijressed  it  forward  to  the  attack.  In  passing  from  the  left  towards  the 
right  of  our  trenches,  as  did  our  line  of  battle,  our  left  had  to  traverse 
a much  larger  circle  than  our  right,  and  as  our  right  moved  near  the 
trenches  our  left  was  the  only  wing  liable  to  be  outflanked.  I therefore 
found  ample  occupation  in  pressing  forward  the  left  wing,  keeping  a 
regular,  well-directed  line,  and  in  guarding  the  left  flank. 

In  the  last  of  these  duties  I was  greatly  assisted  by  Colonel  Forrest 
and  his  regiment  of  cavalry.  Colonel  Drake’s  brigade,  under  its  very 
gallant,  steady,  and  efficient  commander,  moved  almost  constantly  under 
my  eye,  and,  when  necessary,  at  my  command.  It  moved  in  admirable 
order,  preserving  in  a i^erfect  manner  a regular,  well-connected  line, 
almost  constantly  under  fire,  driving  the  enemy  slowly  from  hill  to  hill 
until  about  1 p.  m.,  when  we  reached  a position  nearly  opposite  the 
center  of  the  left  wing  of  our  trenches.  Here,  observing  the  enemy  in 
force  in  front  and  no  troops  supporting  us  on  our  right,  I sent  an  aide- 
de-camp  to  ask  for  re-enforcements,  and  received  an  order  to  report  in 
person  to  the  commanding  general  within  our  defensive  works.  ITpon 
hazarding  the  suggestion  that  the  enemy  in  front  of  Colonel  Drake’s 
brigade  should  be  attacked,  it  was,  after  slight  discussion,  ordered  by 
General  Floyd  that  this  brigade  should  for  a time  be  displayed  before 
the  enemy,  and  that  the  other  brigades  should  take  their  i)ositions  in 
the  rifle  pits.  Having  duly  disposed  of  Colonel  Drake’s  brigade  accord- 
ing to  orders,  I returned  in  person  to  the  intrenchments,  at  about  800 
yards  distant.  Very  soon  I found  the  enemy  had  advanced  and  engaged 
this  brigade.  After  some  personal  examination  of  the  enemy,  and  after 
learning  that  the  right  wing,  under  General  Buckner,  had  called  for 
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re-enforcements  from  the/left,  rendering  it,  perhaps,  injudicious  to  send 
out  more  of  the  troops  from  the  rifle  pits,  I directed  Colonel  Forrest, 
with  a portion  of  his  cavalry,  to  give  aid  to  Colonel  Drake,  if  necessary 
and  practicable.  Colonel  Forrest  soon  returned  and  reported  to  me 
that  he  had  advised  Colonel  Drake  to  fall  back.  Yet  the  enemy  were 
finally  driven  back  in  gallant  style  by  the  brigade  with  heavy  loss  to 
them  and  without  the  loss  of  a single  man  on  our  side.  Having  nearly 
exhausted  his  ammunition.  Colonel  Drake  fell  back  with  his  brigade 
into  the  rifle  pits.  Thus  ended  the  conflict  on  the  left  wing  on  Febru- 
ary 15,  the  enemy  having  been  driven  back  at  every  point  where  we  had 
engaged  him  with  heavy  losses. 

The  Eighth  Kentucky,  Seventh  Texas,  and  First  Mississippi  Kegi- 
ments,  of  Colonel  SimontoiPs  brigade,  sufleied,  perhaps,  the  greatest 
losses.  The  Eighth  Kentucky  reports  17  men  killed  and  40  officers  and 
men  wounded,  making  its  total  loss,  including  1 man  wounded  on  the 
14th,  19  killed  and  57  wounded.  Capt.  Robert  Slaughters  company  (A), 
of  the  Eighth  Kentucky,  which  advanced  immediately  on  the  two  pieces 
of  artillery  on  the  first  hill,  is  Siiid  to  have  suffered  severely. 

The  Seventh  Texas  Regiment,  under  Colonel  Gregg,  met  with  heavy 
losses  near  the  top  of  the  same  hill.  Here  Lieutenant-Colonel  [J.  M.] 
Clough  and  Lieutenant  [J.  W.]  Nowlin  fell  nearly  together,  nobl^"  per- 
forming their  duties  on  the  field. 

When  the  two  guns  were  carried  on  the  first  hill  there  were  no  troops 
on  the  right  of  Simonton’s  brigade.  The  Virginia  brigades  occupied  a 
position  on  its  left,  having  driven  the  enemy  from  his  first  position  and 
planted  its  colors  on  the  top  of  the  hill.  Colonel  Simonton^s  brigade 
continued  in  action  until  the  battery  near  the  Wymfs  Ferr^"  road  had 
been  carried  by  Colonel  ForresCs  cavalry,  where  it  was  found  in  line  of 
battle  in  advance  of  the  point  when  the  action  ended,  and  was  finally 
w ithdrawn  into  the  trenches. 

I regret  that  I am  unable  to  give  any  particulars  in  regard  to  the 
Virginia  brigades  during  this  day’s  action.  I learned  from  some  of  its 
officers  that  it  had  suffered  severe  losses. 

During  February  12  and  Id  the  whole  of  my  command  were  in  the 
trenches  day  and  night,  toiling,  watchiug,  and  fighting,  amid  rain  and 
sleet.  On  the  night  of  the  13th  the  weather  was  very  inclement  and 
the  men  were  eximsed  without  shelter  or  fire. 

On  the  nights  of  the  14th  and  15th  the  men  were  withdrawn  a part 
at  a time  from  the  rifle  pits,  but  by  reason  of  their  being  marshaled 
for  combat  they  found  little  repose.  Perhaps  but  few  instances  of  such 
continued  fatigue  and  exposure  will  be  found  on  record.  It  would 
seem  that  the  command  should  have  been  well-nigh  exhausted,  yet  not 
a single  instan>ce  of  repining  ever  reached  my  ear.  Every  privation  was 
endured  with  unconquerat)Ie  courage,  aud  at  all  times,  even  at  the  sur- 
render of  our  forces,  they  manifested  an  invincible  spirit. 

After  the  battle  of  the  15th  the  left  wing  remained  in  the  trenches 
until  between  1 and  2 a.  m.  on  the  16th,  when,  having  received  orders 
from  the  commanding  general,  I drew  out  the  whole  of  my  command 
with  a view  to  cut  our  way  through  the  enemy’s  right  and  retreat,  as 
proposed  on  the  night  previous.  The  left  wing  was  duly  paraded  in 
column  of  regiments  outside  of  the  left  of  our  intrenchments  by  3 a.  m. 
Somewhat  later  I discovered  the  Virginia  Regiments  moving  from  my 
command  to  the  Dover  landing,  and  learned  that  they  moved  by  order 
of  General  Floyd.  After  waiting  some  time  for  orders  I sent  an  aide 
to  rei)ort  my  command  ready  to  move,  and  received  a written  communi- 
cation from  General  Buckner  to  the  efiect  that  the  command  had  de- 
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volved  upon  him,  and  directing  me  to  await  farther  orders.  Shortly 
afterwards,  learning  that  a courier  from  General  Buckner  was  searching 
for  me  and  being  unable  to  find  him,  I repaired  to  the  generaPs  head- 
quarters, and  there  learned  that  a surrender  of  our  forces  was  proposed, 
and  that  measures  had  been  taken  preparatory  thereto,  and  I was 
directed  to  communicate  with  the  enem.y’s  pickets  and  to  request  that 
our  forces  should  not  be  fired  upon.  Upon  my  return  to  my  command 
I received  the  following  communication  from  General  Buckner,  which 
had  i)reviously  failed  to  reach  me : 

Headquartees,  Dover,  Tenn.,  February  16,  1862. 

General  B.  R.  Johnson,  or 
Commander  of  Intrenchments, 

Near  Dover,  Term.  : 

Sir  : The  command  of  the  forces  in  this  vicinity  has  devolved  upon  me  by  the  order 
of  General  Floyd.  I have  sent  a flag  to  General  Grant,  and  during  the  correspondence 
and  until  farther  orders  refrain  from  any  hostile  demonstrations.  With  a view  to  i)re- 
ventiog  a like  movement  on  the  enemy’s  part  you  will  endeavor  to  send  a flag  to  the 
enemy’s  posts  in  front  of  your  position,  notifying  them  of  the  fact  that  I have  sent  a 
communication  to  General  Grant  from  the  right  of  our  position  and  desire  to  know  his 
present  headquarters. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  BUCKNER, 
Brigadier- Genei'al,  C.  S.  Army. 

P.  S.—  Your  command  will  include  that  of  General  Pillow. 

S.  B.  B. 

Having  dismissed  the  brigades  of  my  command  to  allow  them  to 
return  to  their  camps,  I was  cognizant  of  no  act  connected  with  the 
surrender  of  the  Confederate  forces  at  Fort  Donelson  and  know  not  the 
terms  of  capitulation,  but  was  informed  in  answer  to  queries  that  the 
men  and  officers  were  allowed  to  retain  their  personal  effects  and  that 
the  officers  would  retain  their  side-arms.  The  latter,  it  was  stated  to 
me,  was  not  comifiied  with,  and  some  officers  at  least  were  disarmed 
as  they  passed  aboard  the  transports. 

I here  take  occasion  to  do  simple  justice  to  the  gentlemen  of  my  staft 
at  Fort  Donelson.  Maj.  Powhatan  Ellis  and  William  T.  Blakemore, 
formerly  of  Brigadier-General  TilghmaiPs  staff,  I continued  on  the  same 
duty,  aiid  I appointed  Lieut.  Frank  J.  McLean,  of  Colonel  GantPs  cav- 
alry, to  act  as  aide-de-camp.  Subsequently  I accepted  the  services  of 
Lieut.  George  T.  Moorman,  of  the  artillery,  as  volunteer  aide,  all  of 
whom  proved  themselves  zealous  and  efficient  officers.  They  were  pres- 
ent with  me  in  every  danger  and  privation,  and  on  many  occasions  dur- 
ing the  conflict  at  Fort  Donelson  they  performed  difficult  and  dangerous 
duties,  and  in  carrying  orders  were  much  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the 
enemy’s  sharpshooters. 

They  especially  rendered  efficient  service  during  the  actions  on  Feb- 
ruary 13  and  15,  in  carrying  out  my  orders  on  the  field  under  the  ene- 
my’s fire 5 nor  must  I omit  to  mention  in  favorable  terms  the  services  of 
Mr.  Gwinn  and  N".  M.  Blakemore,  of  the  quartermaster’s  department, 
who  volunteered  their  services  with  my  staff. 

The  following  is  a cof^y  of  the  list  (furnished  by  my  aide  to  General 
Buckner)  of  the  troops  surrendered  as  my  command  at  Fort  Donelson 
on  February  Ifl : 

Colonel  Ileiman’s  brigade:  Tenth  Kegiment  Tennessee  Volunteers, 
Lieut.  Col.  R.  W.  MacGavock;  Fifty-third  Regiment  Tennessee  Volun- 
teers, Col.  A.  H.  Abernathy;  Forty-second  Regiment  Tennessee  Volun- 
teers, Col.  W.  A.  Quarles;  eight  companies  Forty-eighth  Regiment  Ten- 
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nessee  Volunteers,  Col.  W.  M.  Yoorliies,  and  eiglit  companies  Twenty- 
seventh  Alabama  Volunteers,  Colonel  Hughes. 

Colonel  Drake^s  brigade : Fourth  Eegiment  Mississippi  Volunteers, 
Major  Adair  5 Fifteenth  Eegiment  Arkansas  Volunteers,  Colonel  Gee; 
Alabama  Battalion,  Major  Garvin,  and  Tennessee  Battalion,  Colonel 
Browder. 

Colonel  Davidson’s  brigade:  Third  [Twenty-third]  Eegiment  Missis- 
sippi Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  M.  Wells;  Eighth  Eegiment  Ken- 
tucky Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  H.  B.  Lyon;  Seventh  Eegiment  Texas 
Volunteers,  Colonel  Gregg,  and  First  Eegiment  Mississippi  Volunteers, 
Colonel  Simontoii. 

Colonel  Baldwin’s  brigade : Twenty-sixth  Eegiment  Mississippi  Vol- 
unteers, Colonel  Eeynolds,  and  Twenty-sixth  Eegiment  Tennessee  Vol- 
unteers, Colonel  Lillard. 

Colonel  Head’s  brigade,  commanded  by  Col.  J.  E.  Bailey:  Thirtieth 
Eegiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  Maj.  J.  J.  Turner;  Forty-ninth  Eegi- 
ment Tennessee  Volunteers,  Col.  J.  E.  Bailey,  and  Fiftieth  Eegiment 
Tennessee  Volunteers,  Colonel  Sugg. 

Unattached  commands:  Twentieth  Eegiment  Mississippi  Volunteers, 
Maj.  W.  K.  Brown;  five  companies  Tennessee  Battalion,  Maj.  S.  H. 
Cohns,  and  Ninth  Battalion  Tennessee  Cavalry,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Gantt. 

Cavalry  of  Colonel  Forrest’s  regiment,  commanded  by  Captain  Over- 
ton,  and  consisting  of  Lieutenant  Flournoy  and  five  other  lieutenants, 
and  men  of  the  Fifty-sixth,  Thirty-sixth,  and  Fifty  first  Virginia  Eegi- 
ments,  as  follows:  About  80  men  of  the  Fifty^sixth,  3 of  the  Thirty-sixth, 
and  2 of  the  Fifty-first  Virginia  Eegiments. 

Light  batteries  commanded  by  Capts.  Eeuben  [E.]  Eoss,  Frank 
Maney,  J.  H.  Guy,  and  D.  A.  French. 

Heavy  artillery,  commanded  by  Captain  Culberston. 

Staff:  B.  E.  Johnson,  brigadier- general  C.  S.  Army;  George  Triplett 
Moorman,  light  artillery,  and  Frank  J.  McLean,  light  cavalry,  aides-de- 
camp. 

Eeported  belonging  to  Brigadier-General  Til gh man’s  staff:  Herbert 
S.  Dallam,  major  and  commissary,  and  Louis  Gerard,  light  artillery. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  many  of  [the]  men  and  officers  commenced  to 
leave  Fort  Donelson  as  soon  as  they  were  aware  of  the  proposed  sur- 
render, and  hundreds  of  them  no  doubt  have  made  their  way  to  their 
homes  and  to  the  Army.  I have  not  learned  that  a single  one  who 
attempted  to  escape  met  with  any  obstacle. 

Almost  immediately  upon  discovering  that  steps  had  been  taken 
towards  surrendering  our  forces,  the  question  occurred  to  me  whether 
the  example  of  our  commanding  general  was  an  appropriate  one,  under 
the  circumstances  in  which  I was  placed,  to  be  followed,  especially  as  I 
had  no  part  in  the  surrender,  and  had  only  on  an  emergency  taken 
command  of  the  troops  with  which  I had  not  been  previously  identified. 
I,  however,  concluded  to  stay  with  the  men,  promote  their  comfort  as  far 
as  possible,  and  share  their  fate. 

By  Tuesday,  February  18,  the  troops  of  my  command  had  been  sepa- 
rated from  me,  having  been  sent  down  the  river  on  board  of  steamers, 
and  1 concluded  that  it  was  unlikely  that  I could  be  of  any  more  service 
to  them.  I,  however,  formed  no  purpose  or  plan  of  escape. 

In  the  afternoon,  towards  sunset,  of  February  18  I walked  out  with  a 
Confederate  officer  and  took  my  course  towards  the  rifle  pits  on  the  hill, 
formerly  occupied  by  Colonel  Heiman,  and  finding  no  sentinel  to  obstruct 
me,  I passed  on  and  was  soon  beyond  the  Federal  encampments.  I had 


Chap,  xvn.]  CAPTURE  OF  FORT  DONELSON,  TENN.  365 

taken  no  part  in  the  surrender  j had  received  no  orders  or  instructions 
from  the  Federal  authorities ; had  not  been  recognized  or  even  seen  by 
any  of  the  general  officers;  had  been  given  no  parole,  and  had  made 
no  promises.  If  my  escape  involves  any  question  of  military  law,  duty, 
or  honor,  I desire  it  may  be  thoroughly  investigated,  and  I shall  submit 
with  pleasure  to  any  decision  of  the  proper  authorities. 

Having  failed  to  do  so  in  the  ju’oper  place,  I take  pleasure  in  ac- 
knowledging my  indebtedness  to  K.  B.  Eyan,  aide-de-camp  to  Colonels 
Davidson  and  Simontou.  for  a written  statement  of  facts  connected  with 
the  operations  of  Colonel  Davidson’s  brigade  on  February  15.  I also 
can  bear  testimony  to  the  activity  and  efficiency  of  Lieutenant  Eyan 
during  the  defense  of  Fort  Donelson. 

My  impression  is  that  our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  on  the  left  wing 
does  not  exceed  500 ; that  of  the  enemy  was  perhaps  3,000. 

Verj"  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  E.  JOHNSON, 
Brigadier- General^  C\  S.  Army, 

Capt.  G.  A.  Henry,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Army  of  the  Mississippi, 

Estill  Springs j Tenn.,  November  8,  1862. 

Having  been  advised  by  General  Pillow  that  I shall  subserve  the 
simple  cause  of  justice  and  aid  to  furnish  facts  necessary  to  a proper 
understanding  bj^  the  Government  of  the  operations  of  the  army  at 
Fort  Donelson  by  giving  a statement  of  the  purposes  determined  upon 
in  the  conference  of  general  officers  on  the  night  of  February  14,  I 
cheerfully  submit  the  following  facts  as  a sup])lementary  report: 

It  was  resolved  to  attack  the  enemy’s  right,  with  a view  hrst  to  whip 
him  and  drive  him  from  his  design  upon  our  position.  Failing  in  this, 
it  was  proposed  and  decided  to  cut  our  way  out  of  the  fort  and  unite 
with  the  army  at  Nashville.  The  plans  and  preparations  necessary  to 
commence  the  retreat,  after  the  way  was  opened,  or  the  circumstances 
which  should  determine  exactly  when  it  should  commence,  were  not 
settled  more  delinitely  than  indicated  in  general  terras  given  above. 
How  and  when  the  retreat  should  begin  was  not  determined  in  con- 
ference, and  these  were  clearly  things  to  be  determined  at  a subsequent 
period.  There  was  no  proposition  made  in  the  conference  to  retreat 
from  the  battle-field  and  no  determination  made  to  do  so.  If  a propo- 
sition had  been  made  for  a retreat  from  the  field  of  battle,  it  would  at 
once  have  suggested  the  necessity  of  making  proper  provisions  for  the 
march,  of  food  and  clothing  for  the  intensely  cold  weather,  and  an  ad- 
ditional supiily  of  ammunition;  and  such  preparation  made  previously 
to  the  battle  would  have  greatl^^  loaded  down  and  encumbered  the  men 
in  the  fight. 

From  the  character  of  the  field  upon  which  we  fought  we  were  not 
able  to  use  our  artillery  on  it,  and  did  not  take  it  out  of  our  line  of 
works.  From  the  position  of  the  enemy  and  the  condition  in  which 
we  found  our  army  after  the  fight  I do  not  believe  a successful  retreat 
could  have  been  immediately  made.  The  retreat  would  have  had  to 
be  made  fighting.  The  proper  time,  in  my  opinion,  would  have  been 
at  night,  alter  reforming  the  command  and  supplying  its  wants. 

I was  not  present  at  the  conference  of  officers  on  the  night  of  the 
15th,  but  during  the  night  I received  orders  announcing  the  fact  that 
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we  were  going  to  evacuate  the  place  and  retreat  towards  Charlotte, 
Tenn.  I was  directed  to  have  my  men  snpijlied  with  subsistence,  ammu- 
nition, blankets,  and  knapsacks,  the  time,  position,  and  their  formation 
on  the  field  being  designated  in  the  order.  The  command  was  duly 
formed  by  the  time  designated,  but  the  necessity  of  carrying  out  the 
order  was  obviated  by  instructions  afterwards  received  from  General 
Buckner,  referred  to  in  my  original  report.  The  necessity  for  the  state- 
ment of  these  facts  was  not  foreseen  when  I prepared  my  original 
report. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  E.  JOHNSON^, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[Indorsement  ITo.  1.] 

I have  compared  the  above  copy  with  the  original  supplemental 
report  of  General  B.  E.  Johnson,  and  attest  it  as  a true  copy. 

W.  H.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Confederate  States  District  Judge. 

[Indorsement  No.  2.] 

The  services  detailed  in  this  report  having  been  performed  while 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  E.  Johnson  was  under  my  immediate  command,  and 
General  Floyd  being  out  of  the  service  and  inaccessible,  and  General 
A.  S.  Johnston  being  dead,  I forward  this  report  directly  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  through  the  Adjutant-General. 

GID.  J.  PILLOW, 
Brigadier- General^  C.  S.  Army. 


E'o.  C3. 

Report  of  Col.  A.  Reiman,  Tenth  Tennessee  Infantry,  commanding  brigade. 

Eichmond,  Ya.,  August  9,  1862. 

Sir:  My  imprisonment  since  the  surrender  of  the  troops  at  Fort  Don- 
elson  has  prevented  me  irom  reporting  the  operations  of  the  brigade 
under  my  command  during  the  action  at  Fort  Donelson  before  now.  In 
the  absence  of  General  Pillow,  who  commanded  the  division  to  which 
my  brigade  was  attached,  it  becomes  my  duty,  and  I have  the  honor,  to 
submit  to  you  the  following  report : 

After  the  battle  of  Fort  Henry,  on  February  6 last,  I was  directed 
by  General  Tilghman,  then  in  command  of  the  defenses  of  the  Tennessee 
and  Cumberland  Elvers,  to  retreat  with  the*  garrison  of  the  fort  by  the 
upper  road  to  Fort  Donelson.  The  garrison  consisted,  besides  the  com- 
pany of  artillery  which  was  surrendered  with  the  fort,  of  two  brigades, 
the  first  commanded  by  myself  and  the  second  by  Colonel  Drake,  con- 
sisting of  an  aggregate  of  about  2,600  men.  After  a very  tedious  march 
w'c  reached  Fort  Donelson  at  12  o’clock  at  night,  where  Colonel  Head, 
of  the  Thirtieth  Tennessee,  was  in  command  during  the  absence  of  Gen- 
eral Tilghman.  Expecting  the  arrival  of  General  B.  E.  Johnson  and 
other  general  officers  in  a few  days  I did  not  assume  command,  which 
would  have  been  my  duty,  being  next  in  command  to  General  Tilghman. 

General  Johnson  arrived  on  the  8th,  General  Pillow  on  the  9th,  Gen- 
eral Buckner  on  the  12th,  and  General  Floyd  on  the  13th  of  Febimary. 

The  brigade  assigned  to  my  command  consisted  of  the  Tenth  Tonnes- 
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see,  Lieutenant-Colonel  MacGavock;  Forty-second  Tennessee,  Colonel 
Quarles ; Forty  eighth  Tennessee,  Colonel  Voorhies ; Fifty -third  Tennes- 
see, Colonel  Abernathy;  Twenty-seventh  Alabama,  Colonel  Hughes, 
and  Captain  Maney’s  light  battery,  amounting  in  all  to  an  aggregate  of 
about  1,600  men. 

This  brigade  formed  the  right  of  General  Pillow’s  division,  and  was 
in  line  on  the  left  of  the  division  of  General  Buckner,  who  commanded 
the  right  wing. 

The  ground  I occupied  in  line  of  defense  was  a hill  somewhat  in  the 
shape  of  a V,  with  the  apex  at  the  angle,  which  was  the  advance  point 
as  well  as  the  center  of  my  command,  and  nearly  the  center  of  the  whole 
line  of  defense.  From  this  point  the  ground  descended  abruptly  on 
each  side  to  a valley.  The  valley  on  my  right  was  about  500  yarcis  in 
width,  and  divided  my  command  from  General  Buckner’s  left  wing. 
The  one  on  my  left  was  about  half  that  width,  and  ran  between  my  left 
wing  and  the  brigade  commanded  by  Colonel  Drake.  These  two  valleys 
united  about  half  a mile  in  the  rear.  The  ground  in  front  of  my  line 
(2,600  feet  in  length)  was  sloping  down  to  a ravine  and  was  heavily 
timbered. 

We  commenced  digging  rifle  pits  and  felling  abatis  on  the  11th,  and 
continued  this  work  during  the  following  night,  under  the  directions  of 
Major  Gilmer  and  Lieutenant  Morris,  engineers,  the  latter  belonging 
to  General  Tilghman’s  staff*.  The  pits  were  occupied  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  MacGavock’s  regiment  on  the  right.  Colonel  Voorhies’ regiment 
on  the  left.  Colonels  Abernathy’s  and  Hughes’  regiments  and  Maney’s 
battery  in  the  center.  Colonel  Quarles’  regiment  I held  in  reserve,  but 
several  of  his  companies  also  had  to  occupy  the  i)its,  the  other  regiments 
not  being  sufficient  to  cover  the  whole  line.  Colonel  Head,  of  the 
Thirtieth  Tennessee  Regiment,  occupied  the  valley  between  my  command 
and  Colonel  Drake’s  brigade.  I was  afterwards  informed  that  this  regi- 
ment was  also  placed  under  my  command,  but,  the  colonel  not  having  re- 
ported to  me,  I did  not  know  it. 

In  the  mean  time  the  enemy  commenced  forming  his  line  by  invest- 
ment and  his  pickets  were  seen  in  every  direction.  Early  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  12th  he  had  two  batteries  placed  in  range  of  my  position,  one 
on  my  left  and  front,  and  the  other  on  the  other  side  of  the  valley  on 
my  right.  Both  were  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  and  under  cover,  while 
Captain  Maney’s  battery,  on  the  summit  of  the  hill,  was  entirely  exposed 
not  only  to  the  enemy’s  artillery,  but  also  to  their  sharpshooters.  No 
time  could  yet  have  been  spared  to  protect  his  guns  by  a parapet ; be- 
sides, we  were  ill-provided  with  tools  for  that  purpose.  However,  our 
battery  had  some  advantage  over  the  battery  on  my  left  in  altitude, 
and  had  also  a full  range  of  a large  and  nearly  level  field  to  the  left, 
which  the  enemy  had  to  cross  to  attack  Colonel  Drake’s  position  or  my 
own  from  that  direction.  In  that  respect  and  some  other  i)oints  the 
position  of  my  battery  was  sui^erb. 

The  enemy’s  battery  on  my  right  had  only  range  of  i)art  of  my  right 
wing,  but  was  in  a better  position  to  operate  on  General  Buckner’s  left 
wing.  Both  batteries  opened  fire  at  7 o’clock  in  the  morning  and  kept 
it  up  until  5 o’clock  in  the  evening,  firing  at  any  position  on  our  line 
within  their  range.  Their  fire  was  returned  by  Maney’s  battery.  Graves’ 
battery  of  Colonel  Brown’s  command,  and  a battery  at  Colonel  Drake’s 
position.  The  enemy’s  guns  were  nearly  all  rifled,  which  gave  them  a 
great  advantage  in  range  and  otherwise.  However,  with  the  exception 
of  the  loss  of  two  artillery  horses,  my  command  met  with  no  other  seri- 
ous casualties  on  that  day. 
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At  niglit  I streDgthened  my  pickets  and  directed  Lieutenant-Colonel 
MacGavock  to  throw  a strong  picket  across  the  valley  on  my  right.  There 
were  no  rifle  pits  or  any  other  defenses  in  that  valley,  although  a road 
leading  from  Dover  to  Paris  Landing,  on  the  Tennessee  River,  runs 
through  it.  Colonel  Cook,  of  Colonel  Brown’s  brigade,  co-operated  with 
Lieutenant-Colonel  MacGavock  in  guarding  this  point  afterwards. 
Strong  parties  were  kept  at  work  during  the  whole  night  in  improving 
the  rifle  pits  and  felling  abatis. 

Daylight  next  morning  (13th)  showed  that  the  enemy  was  not  idle 
either.  During  the  niglit  he  placed  another  battery  in  position  on  my 
left,  and  the  one  on  my  right  he  had  considerably  advanced  to  get  a 
better  range  on  my  right  and  center  and  on  Captain  Graves’  battery. 
He  had  also  thrown  across  the  main  valley  two  lines  of  infantry  (ad- 
vance and  rear),  about  three-quarters  of  a mile  from  our  line,  and  the 
firing  of  all  his  batteries  was  resumed  early  in  the  morning  and  was 
promptly  answered  by  our  batteries.  One  of  the  gunners  had  both  his 
hands  shot  off  while  in  the  act  of  inserting  the  friction  primer. 

At  about  11  o’clock  my  pickets  came  in,  informing  me  of  the  advance 
of  a large  column  of  the  enemy.  Having  myself  been  convinced  of  that 
fact,  and  finding  that  they  were  deploying  their  columns  in  the  woods 
in  front  of  my  right  and  center,  I directed  Captain  Maney  to  shell  the 
woods,  and  use  grape  and  canister  when  they  came  within  the  proper 
range,  which  was  promptly  executed.  Captain  Graves,  seeing  the  enemy 
advancing  upon  my  line,  with  excellent  judgment  opened  his  battery 
upon  them  across  the  valley.  In  the  mean  time  their  sharpshooters  had 
approached  my  line  through  the  woods,  fired  their  rifles  from  behind 
the  trees,  killing  and  wounding  Maney’s  gunners  in  quick  succession. 
First  Lieutenant  Burns  was  one  of  the  first  who  fell.  . Second  Lieu- 
tenant Massiewas  also  mortally  wounded;  but  the  gallant  Maney,  with 
the  balance  of  his  men,  stood  by  their  guns  like  true  heroes,  and  kept 
firing  into  their  lines,  which  steadily  advanced  within  40  yards  of  our 
rifle  pits,  determined  to  force  my  right  wing  and  center.  NTow  the  firiug 
commenced  from  the  whole  line  of  rifle  pits  in  quick  succession.  This 
constant  roar  of  musketry  from  both  lines  was  kept  up  for  about  fifteen 
minutes,  when  the  enemy  were  repulsed ; but  they  were  rallied,  and 
vigorously  attacked  us  the  second  and  third  time,  but  with  the  same 
result,  and  thej^  finally  retired.  They  could  not  stand  our  galling  fire. 
The  dry  leaves  on  the  ground  were  set  on  fire  by  our  batteries,  and,  I 
regret  to  state,  several  of  their  wounded  perished  in  the  flames.  The 
pickets  I sent  out  after  their  retreat  brought  in  about  60  muskets  and 
other  equipments  they  had  left  behind.  I learned  from  two  prisoners 
who  were  brought  in  that  the  attack  was  made  by  the  Seventeenth, 
Forty-eighth,  and  Forty-ninth  Illinois  Eegiments,  and  have  since  learned 
from  their  own  report  that  they  lost  in  that  attack  40  killed  and  200 
wounded. 

Our  loss  I cannot  accurately  state,  nor  am  I able  to  give  the  names 
of  killed  and  wounded,  as  subsequent  events  prevented  me  from  get- 
ting reports  of  the  different  commanders ; but  I am  sure  that  my  loss  is 
not  over  10  killed  and  about  30  wounded,  nearly  all  belonging  to  Cap- 
tain Maney’s  artillery  and  Colonel  Abernathy’s  regiment,  which  was  at 
that  time  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Winston.  The  fir- 
ing from  their  batteries  continued  all  day. 

Late  in  the  evening  General  Pillow  re-enforced  me  with  a section  of 
a light  battery,  under  Captain  Parker.  The  night  was  unusually  cold 
and  disagreeable.  Snow  and  sleet  fell  during  the  whole  night ; never- 
theless we  constructed  a formidable  parapet  in  front  of  the  battery,  in 
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wliicli  I was  actively  assisted  by  Major  Grace,  of  tbe  Tenth  Tennessee. 
This  hard  and  most  unpleasant  labor  was  chiefly  performed  by  Colonel 
Quarles’  regiment.  It  was  a horrible  night,  and  the  trooi)s  suffered 
dreadfully,  being  without  blankets. 

Next  day  (14th),  finding  the  enemy  again  in  line  across  the  valley, 
and  believing  that  he  would  attemi^t  to  force  my  line  on  my  right,  I 
directed  Captain  Maney  to  move  a section  of  his  battery  down  the  hill, 
in  range  of  the  valley.  The  advance  of  the  enemy  towards  this  direc- 
tion would  then  have  been  checked  by  Graves’  and  Maney’s  batteries, 
and  the  fires  of  MacGavock’s  and  Cook’s  regiments  from  the  right  and 
left  5 but  no  demonstration  was  made  in  that  direction,  although  I con- 
sidered it  the  wea!;est  point  in  our  line. 

During  Ihe  whole  day  n)y  command  w^as  exposed  to  a cross-fire  of  the 
enemy’s  batteries  and  w^ere  much  annoyed  by  their  sharpshooters. 

At  11  o’clock  at  night  I w^as  summoned  to  attend  a consultation  of 
general  officers  at  General  Floyd’s  headquarters.  The  general  opinion 
prevailed  that  the  pL;ce  could  not  be  held  against  at  least  treble  the 
number  of  our  Ibices,  besides  their  gunboats,  and  that  they  could  cut 
off  our  communication  at  anj’  time  and  force  a surrender  j therefore  it 
wns  agreed  to  attack  the  enemy’s  right  wing  in  force  at  4 o’clock  in  the 
morning,  and  then  to  act  according  to  circumstances,  either  to  continue 
the  fight  or  to  cut  through  their  lines  and  retreat  towards  Nashville. 
General  Buckner  was  to  move  a little  later  and  attack  the  enemy’s 
flank  at  the  moment  he  gave  way  to  our  forces  in  his  front.  I was 
directed  to  hold  my  position.  Colonel  Bailey  was  to  remain  in  the  fort 
(near  the  river),  and  Head’s  regiment  was  to  occupy  the  vacated  rifle 
pits  of  General  Buckner’s  command.  I doubted  very  much  that  these 
positions,  isolated  as  they  wwe  from  each  other,  could  be  held  if 
attached,  and  I stated  my  fears  to  General  Floyd,  who  replied,  if  I was 
pressed  to  fall  back  on  the  fort  or  act  as  circumstances  would  dictate. 

At  the  appointed  hour  on  the  15th  the  different  brigades  moved  to 
their  assigned  positions.  Major  Eice,  aide-de-camp  to  General  Pillowg 
brought  an  order  to  me  from  General  Buckner  to  send  a regiment  for- 
ward and  hold  the  Wynn’s  Ferry  road  until  the  arrival  of  General 
Buckner’s  division.  This  duty  I assigned  to  Colonel  Quarles’  regiment, 
which  returned  after  the  fulfillment  of  this  order.  Major  Cunningham, 
chief  of  artillery  (directed  by  General  Floyd),  reported  to  me  that  two 
light  batteries  were  at  my  disposal.  Having  more  guns  than  I could 
use  to  an  advantage,  and  not  a sufficient  number  of  gunners  to  work 
them,  I respectfully^  declined  the  offer,  but  requested  him  to  send  me 
efficient  gunners  for  at  least  one  battery.  This  was  done.  Major  Cun- 
ningham came  with  them  and  remained  with  me  for  some  time.  During 
tbe  day  my  guns  were  used  to  the  best  advantage,  and  at  one  time  with 
excellent  effect,  against  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  who  immediately  after 
were  pursued  by  Forrest’s  cavaliy. 

About  noon  1 was  directed  by  an  aide-de-camp  of  General  Buckner  to 
guard  the  fire  of  my  battery,  as  he  intended  to  send  a column  to  charge 
one  of  the  enemy’s  batteries.  Seeing  these  regiments  pass  my  left  in 
the  open  field,  and  being  aware  that  my  left  wing  could  not  be  attacked 
at  that  time,  I sent  two  regiments  from  my  left  (Colonel  Voorhies’  and 
Colonel  Hughes’)  to  their  support } but  before  they  could  reach  the 
ground  the  three  attacking  regiments  were  withdrawn.  Tbe  battery^ 
was  not  taken,  and  my  regiments  returned.  Early  in  the  evening  the 
different  troops  were  ordered  back  to  their  respective  rifle  pits,  but  the 
fighting  continued  at  difierent  points  until  night. 

At  2 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  IGth  Lieutenant  Moorman,  aide- 
24  R R — VOL  YII 


370  OPERATIONS  IN  KY.,  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  S.  W.  VA.  [Chap.  XVn. 

de  camp  to  General  Johnson,  brought  the  order  to  vacate  the  rifle  pits 
without  the  least  noise  and  to  follow  the  movement  of  the  troops  on 
my  left,  stating  at  the  same  time  that  it  was  the  intention  to  fight 
through  their  lines  before  the  break  of  day.  All  the  forces  were  con- 
centrated near  Dover,  under  the  command  of  General  Johnson.  In  the 
mean  time  white  flags  were  placed  on  the  works  of  our  former  lines, 
and  by  the  time  the  sun  rose  above  the  horizon  our  forces  were  sur- 
rendered. 

Much  credit  is  due  to  Captains  Maney  and  Parker,  of  the  artillery, 
for  their  gallant  conduct  during  the  action,  as  well  as  to  many  other 
officers  and  men,  whom,  in  the  absence  of  reports  from  their  respective 
commanders,  I am  unable  to  particularize ; but  it  gives  me  great  pleas- 
ure to  state  that,  with  very  few  exceptions,  they  all  have  done  their 
duty  like  brave  and  gallant  soldiers. 

To  Capt.  Leslie  Ellis,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  my  aide- 
de-camp,  Captain  Bolen,  I am  particularly  indebted  for  their  untiring 
exertions  in  assisting  me  in  the  performance  of  my  duties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  HEIMAII, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade, 

Maj.  George  B.  Cosby, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


NTo.  64. 

Report  of  Lieut,  T,  McGinnis^  Acting  Adjutant  Forty -second  Tennessee 

Infantry. 


Columbian  Hotel, 
Richmond^  E«.,  August  11,  1862. 

Sir:  The  Forty-second  Tennessee  Eegiment,  Colonel  Quarles,  was 
quartered  at  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  and  Wednesday,  February  12,  received 
orders  from  Brigadier-General  Pillow  to  proceed  to  Fort  Donelson, 
where  we  arrived  next  morning,  on  a transport,  under  a heavy  fire.  The 
companies  were  formed  on  the  boat  and  marched  off  in  regular  order,  and 
in  passing  through  the  village  of  Dover  we  had  2 or  3 men  wounded 
(1  mortally)  by  the  enemy’s  shells.  We  were  consigned  to  Colonel  Hei- 
man’s  brigade,  where  a hot  fire  was  then  being  carried  on.  Three  com- 
panies were  thrown  into  the  trenches  on  the  flank  of  Colonel  Aberna- 
thy’s regiment ; the  balance  were  retained  as  a support.  Soon  after 
our  arrival  the  firing  ceased  and  the  enemy  withdrew. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening  the  whole  regiment  was  thrown  into  the 
trenches,  where  they  remained  until  Saturday  morning,  with  but  little 
skirmishing,  when  the  regiment  was  ordered  about  half  a mile  to  the 
left  and  again  placed  in  the  trenches.  Here  it  was  not  designated  to 
what  brigade  the  regiment  belonged.  A heavy  conflict  was  here  being 
waged  in  our  front  about  10  a.  m.  I believe  it  was  your  brigade  engaged, 
and  it  was  here  the  coolness  and  daring  of  Colonel  Quarles  first  became 
conspicuous.  The  regiment  on  his  flank  began  to  leave  the  trenches 
under  a heavy  fir('.  from  the  enemy’s  batteries.  Colonel  Quarles  rallied 
the  stragglers  and  returned  them  to  the  trenches. 

The  regiment  reinained  here  until  about  4 p.  m.,  when  we  were  ordered 
to  the  extreme  right,  where  the  enemy  were  reported  to  have  taken  some 
of  our  trenches.  Cold  and  benumbed  as  were  the  trooiis,  they  double- 
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quieted  for  IJ  miles  tlirough  tlie  mud,  slush,  ice,  and  snow,  formed  in 
front  of  the  enemy,  and,  with  a brisk  fire  of  some  twenty  minutes, 
caused  the  enemy  to  retire.  I believe  you  were  present  and  know  with 
what  gallantry  it  was  done. 

Before  closing  my  report  I will  call  your  attention  to  the  cool  and 
gallant  conduct  of  Colonel  Quarles.  He  was  always  at  the  head  of  his 
regiment,  and  set  a gallant  example  for  his  officers  and  men. 

The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  11  wounded,  4 mortally.  The  number 
engaged  was  498,  rank  and  file. 

The  above  report  is  respectfully  submitted. 

T.  McGHsH^IS, 

Acting  Adjutant  Forty-second  Tennessee  Regiment, 

Brigadier-General  Buckner. 


1^0.  65. 

Report  of  Lieut.  R.  B.  Ryan,  Aide-de-Camp,  of  operations  of  Davidson’’ s 

Brigade, 

Huntsville,  Ala.,  March  6,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  which 
was  taken  by  Colonel  Davidson’s  brigade  in  the  action  near  Fort  Don- 
elsou,  on  Saturday,  the  15th  of  Februar^^  last. 

On  Saturday  morning,  between  3 and  4 o’clock.  Colonel  Davidson 
ordered  me  to  have  the  four  regiments  composing  his  brigade  in  readi- 
ness to  march  at  a moment’s  notice.  As  soon  as  the  commanders  of  the 
regiments  had  been  notified  orders  were  received  from  yourself  to  hurry 
the  formation  of  the  brigade  behind  the  left  of  our  line  of  iutrench- 
ments,  which  orders  were  executed,  I think,  before  5 o’clock.  Taking 
the  position  assigned  us  in  the  column  under  command  of  Colonel  Simon- 
ton,  of  the  First  Mississip])i,  we  moved  forward  in  the  following  order, 
marching  by  the  right  fiank:  The  Third  [Twenty-third]  Mississippi, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Wells,  on  the  right;  the  Eighth  Kentucky,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Lyon,  on  the  right  of  the  center;  the  Seventh  Texas, 
Colonel  Gregg,  on  the  left  of  the  center;  the  First  Mississippi,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hamilton,  on  the  left. 

When  our  right  had  advanced  half  way  up  the  hill  or  ridge,  occupied 
by  the  enemy,  the  Third  Mississippi  was  ordered  forward  into  line  and 
shortly  after  came  into  action;  the  Eighth  Kentucky  was  met  by  such  a 
heavy  fire  that  it  was  formed  in  a hollow  to  the  right  of  the  Third  Mis- 
sissippi, and  moved  forward  in  line  of  battle,  receiving  a very  severe 
and  destructive  fire  from  the  first  moment  of  coming  into  action.  The 
regiments  of  Colonel  Gregg  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hamilton  were 
formed  into  line  of  battle  to  the  right  of  the  Eighth  Kentucky  and 
moved  forward  together  into  action.  The  enemy  pressing  us  very  liard. 
Colonel  Simonton  was  afraid  our  men  would  give  way,  and  sent  me  to 
General  Pillow  for  some  re  enforcements  at  about  8 o’clock.  General 
Pillow  gave  me  orders  for  a regiment  stationed  on  the  extreme  left  of  our 
line  to  move  toour  assistance.  1 found  it  to  be  the  Thirty-sixth  Virginia, 
under  command  of  the  major,  whose  name  I do  not  know,  and  conducted 
it  along  the  brow  of  the  hill  until  near  the  left  of  our  brigade,  where  I 
suggested  to  the  major  to  form  and  bring  his  men  into  action  so  as  to 
take  the  enemy,  that  was  pressing  us  so  hard,  in  the  flank,  which  he  did, 
and  his  men  fought  gallantly. 
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The  greatest  loss  we  sustained  was  near  where  the  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery were  captured,  nearly  half  of  Captain  Slaughter’s  company  (A), 
Eighth  Kentucky,  being  cut  down  in  the  advance  on  the  position  of  the 
enemy.  Colonel  Gregg’s  regiment  met  with  severe  losses  while  near  the 
top  of  the  hill ; in  some  places  it  seemed  as  if  a whole  rank  fell  at  a time. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Clough  and  Lieutenant  Kowlin,  of  this  regiment, 
fell  dead  near  together.  The  First  Mississippi  also  suffered  severely,  but 
I could  not  approximate  the  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  of  the  brigade ; 
I can  only  say  that  after  coming  out  of  the  action  the  First  Mississippi, 
Eighth  Kentucky,  and  Seventh  Texas  seemed  to  have  lost  half  their 
numbers,  while  the  Third  Mississippi  was  the  only  one  that  suffered  a 
trilling  loss ; the  loss  in  this  regiment  being  not  more  than  12  or  15 
killed  and  wounded. 

Our  men  continued  in  action  until  the  taking  of  a battery  by  the  cav- 
alry or  throughout  the  day’s  lighting,  after  which  our  brigade  was  formed 
into  line  of  battle  towards  the  right  or  in  advance  of  the  point  where 
the  action  ended,  and,  after  remaining  in  this  position  for  perhajis  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour,  was  marched  back  to  the  intrenchments. 

E.  B.  RYAK, 

Aide  to  Colonel  Davidson^  Commanding  Brigade. 

Maj.  Gen.  Busheod  E.  Johnson. 


No.  66. 

Report  of  Col.  John  M.  Simonton,  First  Mississippi  Infantry^  com- 
manding brigade. 

Jackson,  Miss.,  September  24,  1862. 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  a report  of  the  action  and 
casualties  of  the  brigade  I commanded  at  the  battle  of  Fort  Donelsou, 
on  February  15. 

I have  been  prevented  from  doing  so  sooner  from  the  discourtesy  of 
the  Federal  authorities,  either  to  allow  me  to  make  it  to  a superior  offi- 
cer in  captivity  with  me  (but  in  a different  jmison)  or  in  any  other  way; 
and  1 now  make  this  report  to  you  direct,  because  I do  not  know  the 
whereabouts  of  the  proper  division  commanders,  and  from  a desire  to 
do  justice  to  the  gallant  officers  and  men  under  my  command  upon  the 
bloody  field;  also  that  the  Government  may  know  who  not  only  met 
the  invading  foe,  but  shed  their  blood  in  defense  of  the  most  holy  cause 
for  which  freemen  ever  fought,  and  that  the  families,  in  after  times,  may 
reap  the  benefits  of  their  noble  deeds  and  costly  sacrifices. 

On  Saturday,  February  15,  about  1 a.  m.,  I received  a verbal  order 
from  Brigadier-General  Pillow  to  take  command  of  the  brigade  com- 
manded up  to  that  time  by  Colonel  Davidson,  of  the  Third  [Twenty- 
third]  Mississippi  (and  properly  the  brigade  of  Brigadier-General  Clark, 
of  Mississippi),  composed  of  the  following  regiments,  viz:  Third  Missis- 
sippi, Colonel  Davidson,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wells  commanding;  First 
Mississippi,  Colonel  Simonton,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hamilton  command- 
ing; Seventh  Texas,  Colonel  Gregg  commanding;  Eighth  Kentucky, 
Colonel  Burnett,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lyon  commanding;  and  the  Forty- 
second  Tennessee,  Colonel  Quarles  commanding.  The  last-named  regi- 
ment, however,  was  detached  previous  to  going  into  the  action,  and 
from  which  I have  received  no  report. 
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In  obedience  to  orders,  the  brigade  was  formed  in  column  under  the 
crest  of  the  hill  in  rear  of  and  to  the  left  of  the  rifle  pits  occui)ied  by 
our  army,  and  in  rear  of  the  brigade  commanded  by  Colonel  Baldwin, 
of  the  Fourteenth  Mississippi,  in  which  i)osition  we  remained  until  5 a.  m. 
The  enemy  were  in  position  behind  the  crests  of  a number  of  small  hills 
in  front  and  to  the  right  of  our  rifle  pits,  and  encircling  our  entire  left 
wing. 

At  the  hour  above  mentioned.  Colonel  Baldwin  received  orders  to 
move  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy  and  attack  them  on  the  right.  I 
was  ordered  to  follow  with  my  command,  which  order  I obeyed,  but 
owing  to  the  ground  and  timber  we  were  compelled  to  march  by  the 
flank,  and  had  not  moved  more  than  400  yards  when  the  head  of  the 
column  was  fired  upon.  I immediately  sent  an  order  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Vv^ells  to  face  his  right  wing  to  the  right,  and  wheel  it  to  the 
right,  so  that  I might  occupy  a position  on  Colonel  Baldwin’s  right  (the 
one  General  Pillow  had  directed),  but  by  some  misunderstanding  of  the 
order,  or  its  being  miscarried.  Lieutenant- Colonel  Wells  changed  his 
front  forward  on  tirst  company,  breaking  my  line  at  the  left  of  his  regi- 
ment. I then  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lyon,  of  the  Eighth  Ken- 
tucky, to  file  right  and  move  by  the  flank  at  double-time,  which  the 
gallant  officer  obeyed  under  a heavy  fire  of  the  enemy’s  musketry. 
Before  they  had  completed  the  movement  many  of  his  noble  men  had 
bravely  fallen,  but  they  held  their  position  determinedly,  and  immedi- 
ately I ordered  Colonel  Gregg,  of  the  Seventh  Texas,  and  Luuitenant- 
Colunel  Hamilton,  of  the  First  Mississippi,  to  move  their  respective 
regiments  at  double-quick  in  rear  of  and  beyond  the  Eighth  Kentucky, 
which  movement  those  officers  executed  with  as  much  coolness  and 
their  commands  in  as  good  order  as  if  they  had  been  on  review.  I at 
the  same  time  dispatched  an  order  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wells  to 
occupy  the  position  on  the  left  of  the  Eighth  Kentucky.  (I  make  this 
exjflauation  to  show  how  the  regiments  changed  position  in  going  into 
action  and  that  justice  may  be  done  to  all  as  near  as  possible.) 

This  threw  me  in  line  of  battle  in  the  following  order : The  Seventh 
Texas  on  the  right.  First  Mississippi  second.  Eighth  Kentucky  third, 
and  Third  Mississippi  on  the  left  and  in  front  of  the  left  of  General 
McClernand’s  division  of  the  Federal  army.  During  this  entire  time 
the  enemy  kept  up  a continuous  volley  of  musketry,  with,  however,  but 
little  eflect,  most  of  the  balls  passing  over  us.  I now  ordered  the  entire 
command  to  advance  and  occupy  the  crest  of  the  hill,  which  was  exe- 
cuted with  a coolness  and  steadiness  that  would  have  done  honor  to 
soldiers  of  a hundred  battles.  That  heroic  band  of  less  than  1,500  in 
number  marched  up  the  hill,  loading  and  firing  as  they  moved,  gaining 
inch  by  inch  on  an  enemy  at  least  four  times  their  number.  For  one 
long  hour  this  point  was  hotly  contested  by  the  enemy,  and  many  gal- 
lant officers  and  brave  men  fell  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty, 
among  whom  was  the  lamented  and  daring  Lieutenant-Colonel  Clough, 
of  the  Seventh  Texas,  together  with  a number  of  company  officers,  whose 
names  are  mentioned  in  the  list  of  killed  and  wounded. 

At  this  moment  I was  informed  by  an  adjutant  that  the  command 
was  running  short  of  ammunition.  1 immediately  dispatched  an  aide, 
Captain  Evan,  to  General  Pillow  for  re-enforcements,  and  at  the  same 
time  ordered  Colonel  Gregg  to  move  his  regiment  farther  to  the  right, 
to  prevent  a flank  movement  I discovered  the  enemy  were  attemj)ting 
to  make,  and  the  remainder  of  my  command  to  charge  the  enemy’s 
lines,  which  movements  were  executed  with  a spirit  and  determination 
that  insured  success.  The  enemy’s  lines  gave  way,  and  the  rattle  of 
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innsketry  was  drowned  by  the  sbonts  of  victory  that  rose  along  the 
lines  of  men  conscious  of  superiority  and  right.  The  enemy,  however, 
again  rallied,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  a few  hundred  yards  in  rear 
ot  their  first  position  and  in  rear  of  four  pieces  of  artillery  of  Schwartz’s 
battery. 

The  line  of  my  brigade,  in  the  charge  over  the  hills  and  in  passing 
through  the  enemy’s  camp,  having  become  somewhat  broken,  I ordered 
the  commandant  to  halt  and  rectify  their  alignments,  which  was  qiiickly 
done;  and,  being  now  informed  by  Captain  Ryan  that  the  Fifry-sixth 
Virginia  Regiment  was  on  my  left,  I again  ordered  an  advance,  which 
was  promptly  obeyed  by  all,  and  soon  the  enemy  was  again  driven  from 
his  position  and  four  pieces  of  Schwartz’s  battery  in  onr  possession.  The 
enemy  continued  to  fall  back,  contesting  the  crest  of  every  hill,  until 
we  had  driven  them  over  IJ  miles,  and  had  possession  of  the  ground 
occupied  by  the  left  of  McOlernand’s  and  Wallace’s  divisions  of  the 
Federal  army.  The  enemy  had  disappeared  behind  the  crests  of  a 
range  of  hills  about  half  a mile  in  our  front  and  in  the  direction  of 
their  transports.  At  this  point  I was  ordered  to  halt  my  command  and 
await  further  orders. 

In  the  mean  time  the  brigade  was  furnished  with  ammunition  (chiefly 
gathered  from  the  slain  of  the  enemy),  the  lines  rectified,  and  the  com- 
mand brought  to  a rest,  in  which  position  we  remaiued  Jor  a consider- 
able time,  until  orders  came  for  us  to  march  inside  the  rifle  pits,  which 
order  was  obeyed  without  the  fire  of  a gun,  or  even  the  sight  of  the 
foe,  unless  he  was  wounded  or  a prisoner.  I had  not  fully  occupied 
my  position  in  the  rifle  pits  when  an  order  came  to  me  to  move  at 
double-quick  to  the  right  of  our  line.  The  men  were  again  ordered 
into  line  and  moved  in  the  direction  indicated,  but  before  arriving  at 
the  specified  point  another  order  was  received  to  return.  Thus  ended 
the  battle  of  February  15,  so  far  as  the  brigade  I commanded  partici- 
pated. 

The  number  of  killed  and  wounded  in  each  regiment,  as  per  adju- 
tant’s reports,  is  as  follows : 


Organization. 

Men  and 
officers. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

3fl  [23(1]  Mississippi  Regiment 

546 

5 

46 

8th  Kentucky  Regiment  

312 

27 

72 

7tli  Texas  Regiment 

305 

20 

39 

1st  Mississippi  Regiment 

331 

16 

61 

Total 

1, 494 

68 

218 

Making  a total  of  286  killed  and  wounded  out  of  1,494  officers  and 
men. 

I respectfully^  refer  you  to  documents  A,  B,  C,  and  D for  the  names 
of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  different  regiments.* 

I cannot  call  especial  attention  to  one  of  the  field  officers  under  my 
command  without  doing  injustice  to  the  others.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wells,  assisted  by  Captains  Kenedy  and  Wells,  of  the  Third  Missis-- 
sippi;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lyon,  assisted  by  Major  Henry,  of  the  Eighth 
Kentucky^;  Colonel  Gregg,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Clough,  and  Major  Gran- 
bury,  of  "the  Seventh  Texas;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hamilton  and  Major 
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Johnston,  of  the  First  Mississippi,  all  won  for  themselves  the  confi- 
dence of  their  command  and  are  entitled  to  the  hi^jliesl  commendation 
of  their  countrymen.  Cai^t.  K.  B.  Eyan  and  Sergt.  Maj.  T.  11.  Wilson 
acted  as  ray  aides,  and  discharged  their  duty  gallantly. 

It  would  give  me  much  pleasure  to  mention  the  names  of  company 
ofQcers  who  distinguished  themselves  for  efficiency  and  gallantry,  but 
their  conduct  will  be  made  known  by  their  respective  regimental  com- 
manders. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  SIMONTOIS-, 

Col.  First  Miss.  Eegt.^  Comdg.  Brig,  at  Battle  of  Fort  Bonelson. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  C.  8.  Army. 


Ko.  G7. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  H.  B.  Lyon,  Fighth  Kentuclcy  Infantry  {Confederate). 

Headquarters  Eighth  Kentucky  Eegiment, 

Lover,  Tcnn.,  February  17,  1862. 

Sir  : In  our  engagement  with  the  Federal  troops  on  Thursday,  the 
13th  instant,  the  Eighth  Kentucky  Eegiment  was  behind  our  iutrench- 
ments  and  withstood  the  fire  of  a battery  of  at  times  four  and  two 
guns,  stationed  immediately  in  its  front,  at  about  70h  yards  distance 
from  the  regiment,  for  about  six  hours.  The  firing  was  often  terrific,  and 
the  regiment  lost  2 killed  and  10  wounded.  The  men  were  also  exposed 
to  the  fire  of  the  enemy ^s  sharpshooters,  but  received  no  injury  Ifom  it. 
On  the  14th  instant  the  regiment  was  behind  our  intrenchments,  and 
was  fired  upon  only  by  the  enemy’s  sharijshooters,  by  which  only  1 man 
was  slightly  wounded. 

On  the  15th  instant  the  regiment  engaged  the  enemy  in  the  woods  on 
the  left  flank  and  in  front  of  our  intrenchments;  fought  gallantly, 
assisting  to  whip  and  drive  back  the  enemy ; sustaining  the  loss  of  i7 
men  killed,  46  officers  and  men  wounded,  and  1 man  missing,  and  re- 
turned to  the  intrenchments  about  12  o’clock  m.,  from  which  time  until 
night  it  was  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters,  but  losing 
no  men  from  their  fire. 

Ko  officers  and  men  could  have  acted  more  gallantly  than  did  those 
of  the  Eighth  Kentucky  Eegiment  at  all  times  during  the  three  days’ 
fight.  Among  the  most  daring  on  the  15th  on  the  field  I must  men- 
tion Maj.  E.  W.  Henry,  who  had  his  horse  shot  under  him,  and  was 
conspicuous  for  his  bravery  in  all  parts  of  the  field  where  there  was 
danger.  Among  the  captains,  lieutenants,  and  men  I cannot  discrimi- 
nate ; the  actions  of  all  were  very  gallant  and  highly  commendable  at 
all  times. 

1 am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  LYOK, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Eighth  Kentuelcy  Regiment, 

Colmel  Davidson, 

Commanding  Brigade, 
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No.  68. 

Report  of  Col.  John  Gregg , Seventh  Texas  Infantry. 

Eichmond,  Ya.,  August  8, 1862. 

Major:  In  the  absence  of  any  one  who  was  in  command  of  the 
brigade  or  division  of  which  my  regiment  was  a part  at  the  time  of  the 
battle  of  Fort  Donelson,  1 make  my  report  of  the  action  of  the  regiment 
to  General  S.  B.  Buckner.  I hope  this  will  be  considered  proper,  as 
it  is  the  only  method  by  which  I can  give  to  the  brave  men  under  my 
command  the  tribute  which  I think  due  to  their  behavior  in  that  battle. 

The  regiment  was  assigned  its  place  in  the  line  designated  as  our  lino 
of  defense  on  Wednesday,  February  12;  cleared  a^my  the  timber  in 
our  front,  and  completed  the  digging  of  our  rifle  pits  during  the  day 
and  night.  The  enemy  began  to  cannonade  our  intrenchments  at  9 a.  m. 
on  Thursday  and  kept  it  up  until  4 p.  m.,  during  a greater  part  of  the 
time  making  an  enfilading  lire  with  shells,  which  was  well  directed,  and 
by  which  Lieut.  E.  B.  Eosson,  of  Company  A,  was  killed,  and  Thomas 
Jordan,  a private  in  Company  G,  was  slightly  wounded. 

On  Friday  we  were  not  engaged,  but  on  Saturday  morning,  about 
half  an  hour  before  sunrise,  we  set  out,  with  other  regiments,  to  make 
the  sortie  upon  the  enemy’s  right  wing.  After  filing  around  the  base 
of  the  hill  upon  which  the  enemy  were  drawn  up  we  came  to  our  posi- 
tion, at  the  distance  of  half  a mile,  upon  the  right  of  our  line.  I caused 
the  regiment  to  front  and  advance  up  the  hill-side  under  a lire  from 
the  enemy’s  skirmishers.  Just  before  reaching  the  crest  of  the  hill, 
their  line,  drawn  up  behind  ik  delivered  fire,  and  a most  galling  one  it 
was.  Here  fell  Lieut.  Col.  J.  M.  Clough,  Capt.  William  B.  Hill,  of 
Company  H,  and  Lieut.  J.  W.  Nowlin,  of  Company  A,  neither  of  whom 
spoke  after  being  shot;  and  here  also  quite  a number  of  our  nou-com- 
missioned  officers  and  privates  were  killed  and  wounded.  But  our  line 
continued  to  advance,  pouring  a most  destructive  lire  into  the  enemy’s 
ranks. 

In  about  half  an  hour  their  line  broke,  and  we  pursued  them  to  the 
next  ridge,  upon  which  a fresh  line  was  drawn  up.  I caused  the  regi- 
ment to  continue  our  forward  movement  and  to  keep  up  a continuous 
fire,  and  in  a short  time  the  second  line  broke  and  fled,  leaving  in  our 
hands  one  6-pouuder,  with  ammunition  and  horses.  We  continued  to 
press  them  until  a third  force  was  seen  drawn  up  in  a ravine  near  a 
clearing;  and  upon  this  we  pressed  and  continued  to  lire  until  it  also 
broke  and  fled,  and,  although  the  slaughter  of  the  enemy  had  before 
been  very  great,  their  difficulty  in  getting  through  the  felled  timber 
caused  our  fire  to  be  much  more  destructive  upon  them  at  this  place. 

For  more  than  the  distance  of  a mile  through  the  woods  the  earth 
was  strewn  with  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  enemy.  George  Blain,  a 
private  in  Company  G,  captured  aud  brought  to  me  Major  Post,  of  the 
Eighth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  there  were  other  prisoners  taken.  But  all 
this  was  not  done  without  severe  loss  to  ourselves.  Of  the  350  or  360  offi- 
cers and  men  whom  I led  into  the  fight,  20  were  killed  on  the  field  and 
34  were  disabled  by  wounds. 

I must  acknowledge  the  very  efficient  assistance  of  Major  Granbury 
in  the  management  of  the  regiment  throughout  the  entire  day.  When 
all  behaved  with  such  coolness  and  courage  it  is  hardly  admissible  to 
name  particular  individuals,  but  the  conspicuous  gallantry  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Clough,  of  Captain  Hill,  and  of  Lieutenants  Eosson  and 
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Kowlin  will  ever  be  thought  of  with  admiration  by  those  who  wit- 
nessed it,  and  cherished  as  a glorious  memory  by  their  friends. 
Eespectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  GEEGG, 

Colonel  Seventh  Regiment  Texas  Infantry, 

Maj.  George  B.  Cosby, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Richmond^  Ya. 


No.  69. 

Report  of  Col,  John  W,  Read^  Thirtieth  Tennessee  Infantry ^ command- 
ing brigade, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  August  23,  1862. 

Sir  : The  surrender  of  Fort  Donelson  having  prevented  me  from  mak- 
ing a regular  report,  by  the  advice  of  General  Buckner  I respectfully 
submit  the  following  to  you: 

In  the  organization  of  the  troops  at  Fort  Donelson  by  General  Pillow, 
after  the  fall  of  Fort  Henry,  the  Forty-ninth  Eegimeut  Tennessee  Vol- 
unteers, commanded  by  Colonel  Bailey j the  Fiftieth,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Sugg,  and  the  Thirtieth,  commanded  by  myself,  were  i)laced 
under  my  command  as  a brigade,  and  ordered  to  garrison  the  fort. 

On  Wediiesd;)y,  February  12,  two  of  the  enemy^s  gunboats  ascended 
the  river  and  opened  a fire  upon  the  river  batteries  and  fort.  This  was 
continued  but  a short  time  and  resulted  in  no  injury  to  us. 

On  Wednesday  evening  tbe  Thirtieth  Eegiment  was  ordered  by  Gen- 
eral Pillow  to  take  position  in  the  outer  line  of  defense,  between  the 
right  of  the  brigade  commanded  by  Colonel  Drake  and  the  left  of  the 
brigade  commanded  by  Colonel  Heiman. 

The  enemy  were  encamped  in  force  in  front  of  the  position.  I accom- 
panied the  regiment,  leaving  the  fort  garrisoned  by  the  Forty-ninth  and 
Fiftieth,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Colonel  Bailey.  The  men 
were  immediately  put  to  work  preparing  rifle  pits  for  their  protection. 
The  pits  were  completed  by  Thursday  morning. 

; We  were  fired  upon  occasionally  during  the  fight  on  Thursday,  but 
. the  enemy  not  being  in  range  of  our  guns,  it  was  not  returned  by  us. 
^ During  the  bombardment  of  the  fort  and  river  batteries  on  Friday  by 
^ the  enemy  from  their  boats  our  position  was  in  range  of  their  fire.  The 
t officers  and  men,  however,  behaved  with  coolness  and  gallantry. 

L About  2 o’clock  on  Saturday  morning  I received  orders  to  report  my 
y regiment  to  General  Buckner  on  the  right  wing.  This  I did  without 
I delay.  I was  ordered  by  General  Buckner  to  occupy  with  my  regiment 
I the  line  of  defense  before  held  by  his  command,  and,  if  attacked  and 
r overpowered,  to  fall  back  into  the  fort. 

I The  trenches  to  be  held  covered  a distance  of  about  three-quarters  of 
^ a mile.  The  regiment  numbered  about  450  men  fit  for  duty.  The  com- 
: panics  of  Captains  Carson  and  Semple  were  placed  in  the  pits  on  the 
: extreme  right,  before  held  by  the  regiment  of  Colonel  Hanson.  The 
‘r  company  of  Captain  Martin  was  held  as  a reserve.  The  three  com- 

V panics  were  placed  under  Major  Turner,  with  instruction  to  rei)ort  the 
i first  appearance  of  the  enemy.  The  balance  of  the  regiment  w^as  dis- 

posed  of  along  the  pits  occupied  by  the  remainder  of  General  Buckner’s 

V forces.  During  the  morning  a brisk  fire  w^as  kept  up  wflth  the  enemy’s 
S shaiqishooters,  resulting  in  a few  casualties  on  both  sides. 
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About  2 X).  the  forces  of  Geueral  Buckner  commenced  arriving  at 
their  encampments  from  the  conflict  with  the  enemy  on  their  right  wdng, 
my  regiment  still  occupying  the  x)its.  About  4 p.  m.,  and  before  the 
regiment  of  Colonel  Hanson  could  be  arranged  in  the  pits,  the  enemy^ 
in  heavy  force,  attacked  the  three  companies  under  Major  Turner  on 
the  extreme  right.  They  held  their  iidsition  with  great  gallantry,  pour- 
ing a destructive  fire  into  the  ranks  of  the  enemy  until  he  x^nssed  between 
the  pits  and  overpowered  them.  They  then  fell  back  across  a ravine 
on  the  next  hill,  and,  in  connection  with  other  forces,  resumed  the  fight. 
I immediately  reported  the  facts  to  General  Buckner,  who  ordered  out 
a part  of  his  command  to  sustain  us.  ’Seeing  that  the  soldiers  of  Gen- 
eral Buckner’s  command  were  greatly  exhausted  from  the  severe  con- 
flict they  had  been  engaged  in  with  the  enemy  in  the  forenoon,  and  that 
a bold  and  desiderate  effort  was  being  made  to  force  us  back,  I ordered 
the  Forty-ninth  and  the  right  wing  of  the  Fiftieth  Eegiments  from  the 
fort  to  sustain  us.  This  I was  forced  to  do  without  consultation  with 
or  orders  from  General  Buckner,  in  consequence  of  his  position,  rallying 
and  bringing  his  men  into  the  engagement.  The  loft  wing  of  the  Fif- 
tieth was  left  in  the  fort,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lockhart,  with  orders 
to  rexdort  promptly  the  first  demonstration  against  the  fort.  I also 
ordered  the  comxdanies  of  Captains  Jones  and  Lovell,  of  the  Thirtieth, 
from  their  x)Osition  in  the  trenches,  it  being  out  of  the  range  of  the 
enemy,  to  sustain  their  comrades  on  the  right.  The  remainder  of  the 
Thirtieth  were  in  xdosition  and  engaged  in  the  fight. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Bobb,  of  the  Forty-ninth,  was  mortally  wounded 
while  aiding  in  bringing  the  reginient  into  the  fight.  He  was  an  officer 
of  high  moral  worth,  beloved  by  his  command,  and  acted  with  commend- 
able courage.  His  death  was  a serious  loss  to  the  service.  Colonels 
Bailey  and  Sugg  gallantly  led  their  commands  into  the  action.  Their 
men  fought  with  great  coolness  and  courage,  and  contributed  very  mate- 
rially in  repulsing  the  enemy.  Indeed,  all  the  officers  and  men  under 
my  command,  although  imperfectly  drilled,  discharged  their  duty,  and 
are  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  country.  They  suffered  much  from 
exposure  in  the  sleet  and  snow,  for  want  of  sleep  and  food,  but  they 
bore  it  without  a murmur.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Murphy,  of  the  Thir- 
tieth, was  confined  during  the  greater  part  of  the  week  to  his  bed  from 
sickness,  but  when  able  was  with  the  command  and  rendered  efficient 
service. 

Company  A,  of  the  Thirtieth,  commanded  by  Captain  Bidwell,  was 
in  charge  of  one  of  the  river  batteries,  and  both  officers  and  men  Avon 
for  themselves  the  praise  of  all  who  witnessed  their  heroic  conduct. 

During  the  engagement  I also  ordered  two  of  the  heavy  guns  in  the 
fort  to  open  upon  the  enemy.  About  11  o’clock  Saturday  night  I re- 
ceived orders  to  march  my  brigade  into  Dover  immediately,  to  join  the 
army  in  the  evacuation  of  the  place. 

By  2 a.  m.  I was  in  Dover  with  my  command,  but  was  then  ordered 
back  to  camp,  information  having  been  received  that  the  place  was  sur- 
rounded. I was  also  advised  that  a surrender  was  determined  upon, 
and  that  the  command  had  been  transferred  to  General  Buckner.  I was 
suffering  from  exposure  and  threatened  with  pneumonia.  When  it  was 
known  that  a surrender  was  determined  ux)on,  the  surgeon  of  the  Thir- 
tieth advised  me  that  if  I was  taken  prisoner  in  my  condition  it  might 
cost  me  my  life.  I called  upon  General  Buckner,  stated  the  facts  to 
him,  and  asked  his  advice  as  to  the  propriety  of  my  escaping.  He  re- 
plied that  it  was  a matter  that  I must  determine  for  myself;  tliat  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  remain  and  share  the  fate  of  his  men.  Feeling  that 
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I could  be  of  no  service  to  my  command  or  to  the  country  by  a sur- 
render, I left  the  encampment  and  made  my  escape  ui)  the  river.  On 
my  rt  turn  I reported  myself  to  General  A.  S.  Johnston,  at  Murfrees- 
borough,  for  duty.  He  assigned  me  none.  I was  unwilling  to  retain 
my  coaimission  under  the  circumstances  and  tendered  my  resignation, 
the  acceptance  of  which  was,  as  I was  advised,  recommended  by  General 
Johnston. 

JOHN  W.  HEAD, 
Colonel^  Cammanding  Brigade, 


No.  70. 

Report  of  Maj.  William  N.  Brown,  Twentieth  Mississippi  Infantry, 

Eichmond,  Ya.,  April  12,  18G2. 

I am  directed  by  his  excellency  President  Davis  to  make  to  your 
Department  a report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Twentieth  Mississippi 
Eegiment  in  the  eugagement  with  the  enemy  at  Fort  Douelson,  Tenn., 
February  13,  14,  and  15;  also  all  other  facts  concerning  the  investment 
and  subsequent  surrender  of  that  post. 

The  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  B. 
Floyd,  in  Western  Virginia,  during  the  past  summer,  and  went  to  Ken- 
tucky, and  from  thence  to  Fort  Donelson,  as  part  of  his  “immediate 
commaud,”  arriving  at  that  place  at  daylight  lebruaiy  13. 

By  sunrise  we  were  ordered  into  position  as  a reserve  immediately  in 
rear  of  a point  which  was  said  to  be  our  center.  During  the  day  heavy 
cannonading  was  kept  up  by  both  sides,  mostly  of  shells  and  shrai)uel, 
which  resulted  in  killing  1 man  and  wounding  slightly  3 or  4 others. 

At  night  we  bivouacked  in  i)osition  unttl  12  o’clock,  when  an  order 
came  from  General  Pillow  to  relieve  the  Seventh  Texas  Eegiment, 
commanded  by  Col.  John  Gregg,  then  in  the  trenches.  At  that  time  a 
brisk  firing  was  going  on,  supposed  to  be  induced  by  the  enemy’s  scouts 
and  sharpshooters.  The  breastworks  were  thought  insufficient  from 
the  test  of  the  preceding  day,  so  the  remainder  of  the  night  was  occu- 
jned  in  strengthening  them  and  cleaning  out  the  trenches,  now  partially 
filled  with  water  and  snow. 

The  next  day  (Friday)  was  spent  in  occasional  engagements  with  the 
enemy’s  sharpshooters.  The  fort  was  actively  engaged  in  repelling 
an  attack  of  the  gunboats  of  the  enemy.  My  position  did  not  aflbrd  me 
a view  of  the  proceedings,  which  have  been  fully  reported  by  others. 

About  1 o’clock  I received  an  order  to  form  my  regiment  on  the  ex- 
treme left,  in  an  open  field,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a sortie  on  the 
enemy,  which  formation  was  executed  in  a very  short  time.  By  order 
of  General  Pillow,  the  Twentieth  Mississippi  was  attached  to  the  brigade 
of  Col.  William  E.  Baldwin,  Fourteenth  Mississippi  Eegiment,  for  this 
occasion.  Before  the  order  to  advance  had  been  given  a few  guns  of 
the  enemy  were  hea^rd,  and  by  the  time  we  had  advanced  100  yards  a 
private  of  Company  D was  shot  down,  showing  that  the  enemy  was 
close  at  hand.  We  continued  the  march  for  100  yards  more,  when  the 
order  to  halt  was  given — said  to  come  from  General  Floyd — with  the 
explanation  that  we  did  not  have  time  to  accomplish  what  he  wanted, 
and,  the  order  to  countermarch  being  given,  we  did  so  in  i)roper  order 
and  retook  our  position  in  the  trenches. 

About  1 o’clock  on  that  night  (Friday)  I received  an  order  to  form 
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again,  as  on  the  preceding  evening,  which  was  executed  promptly,  and, 
by  direction  of  General  Pillow  was  again  placed  under  the  command 
of  Col.  William  E.  Baldwin,  Fourteenth  Mississippi  Begiment,  acting 
brigadier- general.  I made  a report  to  him  of  the  casualties  of  that  day 
while  in  captivity,  but  as  he  has  been  prohibited  from  making  a state- 
ment to  the  War  Department  of  this  Government,  as  likewise  General 
Buckuer,  I hereby  append  substantially  the  same,  of  that  day’s  pro- 
ceedings, which  was  confined  particularly  to  the  Twentieth  Mississippi 
Begiment. 

Being  the  only  field  officer  present,  I was  in  command,  and  greatly 
assisted  by  Capt.  H.  Cantey,  Company  A,  and  Capt.  C.  K.  Massey,  Com- 
pany D,  who  were  selected  voluntarily  by  the  officers  of  the  regiment  to 
assist  in  field  duty,  there  being  some  difficulty  as  to  seniority  of  captains. 
Adjt.  I.  M.  Couper  was  also  very  efficient  and  rendered  valuable  assist- 
ance. Asst.  Surg.  T.  B.  Elkin  was  present  and  rendered  every  assist- 
ance in  his  power  to  the  wounded. 

RE  CAPITULATION. 


Aggregate  engaged 500 

Killed 20 

Wounded 58 

Surrendered 454 


That  being  the  number  returned  by  the  commanding  officers  of  companies 
on  Sunday,  February  10,  the  day  we  were  surrendered.  Afterwards 
many  of  them  reported  that  they  had  several  to  escape. 

On  tbe  morning  of  Saturday,  February  15,  when  marched  out  to 
attack  the  enemy,  we  were  third  in  the  order  of  advance.  The  enemy’s 
pickets  and  sharpshooters  commenced  firing  upon  us  soon  after  the 
order  to  advance,  and  by  the  time  we  had  gained  300  yards  we  were 
under  a brisk  fire,  which  came  from  a hill  in  front  covered  with  timber. 

By  order  from  General  Pillow  the  regiment  was  formed  on  the  left  of 
the  road,  perpendicular  to  the  road,  in  the  woods,  immediately  behind  a 
fence,  with  an  open  field  in  front.  Subsequently  1 received  an  order 
from  the  same  source  to  wheel  the  regiment  to  the  right  through  the 
field,  behind  the  line  of  fence,  parallel  to  the  road.  This  movement  sub- 
jected us  to  a cross  fire,  and  very  much  exposed  us  to  the  enemy  on  both 
sides,  under  cover  of  the  woods.  I had  this  fact  represented  to  General 
Pillow,  who  ordered  me  back  to  our  first  position. 

At  this  time  the  five  left  companies  were  actively  engaged  on  the  hill, 
and,  not  hearing  the  command,  did  not  obey  with  promptness.  The 
destruction  in  their  ranks  at  that  time  demonstrated  the  fierceness  of 
the  conflict  and  their  unflinching  bravery. 

I would  mention  especially  Lieut.  E.  W.  Paine,  of  Company  H,  who 
fell  at  this  time  a martyr  to  his  country’s  cause.  Here  also  was  wounded 
Capt.  D.  T.  Patterson,  Com])any  K.  Lieut.  O.  E.  Eastland,  of  Comi)any 
F,  was  badly,  perhaps  mortally,  wounded.  He  refused  to  be  (iarried  from 
the  field,  and  exclaimed,  “Never  mind  me,  boys;  fight  on!  fight  on!” 
Lieut.  J.  H.  Barbee,  Company  H,  was  wounded  and  forced  to  retire. 

Capt.  W.  A.  Eorer,  commanding  Company  B ; Lieut.  W.  E.  Nelson, 
commanding  Company  G ; Lieuts.  T.  B.  t^ykes,  Conway,  Murtf,Eoberts, 
W.  S.  Champlin,  commanding  Company  E,  and  Lieutenant  Harrison, 
are  all  deserving  of  honorable  mention  for  their  conduct  at  this  place. 

To  enumerate  all  the  officers  and  privates  who  were  deserving  of  no- 
tice for  their  gallantry  throughout  the  day  would  be  to  return  a list  of 
all  who  were  on  the  field,  and  I would  refer  you  to  the  foregoing  list, 
but  as  fortune  had  thrown  the  left  of  the  regiment  in  a more  fiercely- 
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contested  place,  which  the  suffering  truthfully  indicates,  it  is  but  justice 
to  give  those  companies  some  special  notice. 

On  several  other  occasions  during  the  day  we  were  ordered  to  ad- 
vance and  charge  through  the  woods,  part  of  the  time  under  the  eye 
and  immediate  direction  of  General  B.  E.  Johnson,  on  the  extreme  left, 
until  the  enemy  were  entirely  driven  off.  Our  movements  under  that 
officer  seemed  to  take  the  enemy  by  their  flank  and  rear.  We  opposed 
several  of  their  lines  of  reserves,  which  retired  with  but  little  resistance. 

At  12  o’clock  I was  instructed  by  General  Johnson  to  remain  with 
the  brigade  of  Col.  Joseph  Drake,  of  the  Fourth  Mississippi,  then  on 
my  left.  The  regiments  on  mj^  right  very  soon  commenced  retiring  to 
the  intrenchments ; I did  not  learn  by  whose  order  or  for  what  purpose. 
In  two  or  three  hours  a heavy  column  of  the  enemy  attacked  us  in  front, 
which  was  repulsed  with  little  or  no  loss  to  us.  They  then  endeavored 
to  flank  our  right  and  thereby  cut  us  off*  from  the  breastworks,  now 
about  three-fourths  of  a mile  distant.  Colonel  Drake  being  so  informed, 
gave  the  order  to  move  by  the  right  flank  and  continue  the  firing,  which 
was  executed.  By  this  time  many  companies  were  without  ammunition. 
Such  was  the  case  of  many  of  Colonel  Drake’s  command.  On  this 
account  we  retired  to  the  trenches  in  perfect  order. 

When  called  upon  the  field  the  regiment  had  been  without  sleep  for 
four  nights,  during  which  time  they  were  marching,  working,  and 
watching  in  the  trenches,  encountering  a severe  snow-storm,  without 
tents  or  cooking  utensils.  Notwithstanding  all  these  privations  and 
sufferings,  every  order  was  obeyed  with  the  greatest  alacrity,  every 
man  seeming  to  feel  that  much  depended  upon  himself. 

At  1 o’clock  on  Saturday  night  I was  sent  for  to  report  to  General  J. 
B.  Floj'd,  which  I did  promptly,  and  received  notice  from  him  that  the 
place  was  to  be  surrendered,  but  that  he  would  not  surrender  himself, 
and  would  cut  his  way  out  with  his  immediate  command.  To  carry  out 
this  determination  he  ordered  me  to  form  my  regiment  on  the  left  of 
our  line,  as  the  previous  morning,  with  the  Virginia  regiments.  While 
executing  this  order  an  aide-de-camp  of  General  Buckner  brought  an 
order  countermanding  this  arrangement,  and  directing  me  to  the  steam- 
boat-landing, to  embark  on  one  of  the  two  boats  then  momentarily 
expected. 

I went  immediately  to  General  Floyd,  so  as  better  to  understand  the 
movement,  and  from  him  learned  the  authenticity  of  the  instructions, 
and  also  that  we  would  embark  according  to  the  rank  of  commanding 
officers  (Colonel  Wharton’s  brigade  and  Colonel  McCausIand’s  brigade 
would  precede  me  in  order).  I was  further  directed  to  place  a strong 
guard  around  the  steamboat  landing,  to  x)rohibit  stragglers  from  going 
aboard.  The  boats  being  detained  until  nearly  daylight  and  the  news 
of  a surrender  spreading  through  the  camp,  caused  many  to  flock  to  the 
river,  almost  i)anic- stricken  and  frantic,  to  make  good  their  escape  by 
getting  aboard.  In  all  this  confusion  I am  i)roud  to  say  that  the 
Twentieth  Mississippi  Eegiment  stood  like  a stone  wall,  which,  as  the 
necessity  had  required,  I had  thrown  in  a semicircle  around  the  lauding, 
to  protect  General  Floyd  and  his  Virginia  regiments  while  embarking ; 
and,  when  the  last  hox)e  had  vanished  of  getting  aboard  according  to 
the  orders  and  promises  of  General  Floyd,  and  we  realized  the  sad  fate 
that  we  had  been  surrendered,  the  regiment  stacked  arms  in  perfect 
order,  without  the  least  intimidation,  but  full  of  regret. 

I am  not  able  to  state  why  we  were  not  taken  aboard  the  boat ; there 
were  about  200  men  and  officers  between  my  regiment  and  the  boat 
and  General  Floyd  was  aboard.  I sent  my  adjutant  to  inform  him  we 
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were  ready  to  go  aboard.  I did  not  get  a satisfactory  answer,  but 
learned  that  the  general  was  fighting  off  the  men  in  my  front,  who  I 
thought  belonged  to  one  of  the  Virginia  regiments,  commanded  by  Maj. 
Thomas  Smith,  who  has  since  informed  me  that  some  did  not  go. 

There  seemed  to  me  to  be  room  enough  on  board  for  us  all,  and  if  he 
had  wanted  them  out  of  the  way  I could  Lave  cleared  the  bank  in  a 
moment’s  time.  When  the  boat  left  there  did  not  seem  to  me  to  be  50 
men  on  deck.  It  is,  perhaps,  unbecoming  in  me  to  say  whose  fault  it 
was  that  my  regiment  was  not  embarked,  but  I certainly  owe  it  to  my- 
self to  show  that  it  was  not  mine.  While  this  excitement  w^as  going  on 
General  Buckner  sent  for  me  and  informed  me  that  unless  the  steamboat 
left  the  landing  immediate!}'  he  would  have  a bomb-shell  thrown  into 
ir ; that  he  had  sent  word  to  the  boat  to  that  effect.  He  made  some 
further  remarks  of  an  explanatory  character,  among  others  that  we 
were  in  danger  of  being  shelled  by  the  gunboats  of  the  enemy,  as  he 
had  surrendered  the  place,  and  the  gunboats  were  or  might  be  at  the 
fort ; that  his  honor  as  an  officer  and  the  honor  and  good  faith  of  the 
Confederacy  required  that  at  daylight  he  should  turn  over  everything 
under  his  command  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  capitulation  with  Gen- 
eral Grant,  of  the  Federal  Army.  I returned  to  the  boat  to  make  every 
effort  to  get  aboard,  but  it  had  shoved  off  and  was  making  up  the  river, 
with  very  few  persons  aboard. 

If  I have  been  at  fault  aud  caused  the  unnecessary  imprisonment  of 
my  regiment,  I am  deserving  the  eternal  infamy  of  my  fellow-soldiers; 
but,  to  the  contrary,  not  an  officer  or  private  of  the  regiment  who  wit- 
nessed the  proceedings  but  freely  and  cheerfully  exonerates  me  from 
any  blame  whatever. 

During  the  summer  and  fall  campaign  in  Western  Virginia,  in  Ken- 
tucky, aud  in  Tennessee  this  regiment  has  done  credit  to  themselves 
and  their  State  for  the  arduous  service  they  have  pei formed.  At  Sewell 
Mountain,  Cotton  Hill,  aud  Fort  Donelson  their  manly  endurance  of 
privations,  prompt  obedience  to  orders,  and  their  eagerness  for  the  fray 
was  never  excelled  by  veteran  sohliers  of  any  army,  and  has  entitled 
the  Twentieth  Mississippi  to  a prominent  place  in  the  history  of  this 
revolution. 

In  obedience  to  my  instructions  to  furnish  the  Department  whatever 
information  I may  have  of  the  battle  of  Donelson,  I hereby  append  an 
unofficial  statement,  which  I have  in  my  possession,  made  by  W.  E. 
Baldwin,  captain  of  infantry,  C.  S.  Army,  colonel  Fourteenth  Mississippi 
Volunteers,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division  (General 
Buckner’s),  Central  Army  of  Kentucky,  from  October  30,  1831 : 

Fort  Warren,  Mass.,  March  19,  1882. 

To  supply  an  anticipated  omission  in  the  future  history  of  our  country,  it  may  not 
he  improper  here  to  state  that  this  brigade,  composed  of  the  following  regiments: 
Fourteenth  Mississippi,  commanded  by  Maj.  W.  L.  Doss;  Twenty-sixth  Tennessee, 
commanded  by  Col.  J.  M.  Lillard;  Twenty-sixth  Mississippi,  commanded  by  Col.  A. 
E.  Reynolds,  and  Forty-first  Tennessee,  commanded  by  Col.  R.  Farquharson,  was 
temporarily  divided  in  the  line  around  Fort  Donelson,  the  Fourteenth  Mississippi  and 
the  Forty-first  Tennessee  being  posted  on  the  right  wing,  under  General  Buckner’s  imme- 
diate supervision.  The  Twenty-sixth  Tennessee  and  the  Twenty-sixth  Mississi])pi 
were  posted  under  my  own  command  on  our  extreme  left.  These  regiments,  with  the 
Twentieth  Mississippi,  Maj.  W.  N.  Brown,  which  was  added  to  the  command,  consti- 
tuted the  advance  in  our  attack  on  the  right  of  the  enemy  at  6 o’clock  on  the  morning 
of  February  15.  They  all  behaved  with  great  gallantry  in  a six-hours’  combat,  which 
resulted  in  the  total  defeat  of  the  enemy’s  right,  whereby  a way  was. opened  for  the 
retreat  of  the  army.  The  opportunity  not  having  been  seized,  and  the  emmiy,  80,000 
strong,  having  comydetcly  enveloped  our  little  force,  numbering  before  the  losses  occa- 
sioned by  four  days’  constant  engagement,  but  12,000  officers  aud  men,  the  senior 
generals,  Floyd  and  Pillow,  relinquished  the  command  to  General  Buckner  aud  made 
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their  escape,  the  former  taking  with  him  some  1,500  troops  of  his  immediate  command, 
only  leaving  Major  Brown  with  the  Twentieth  Mississippi,  who,  like  veterans,  were 
silently  and  steadily,  though  sullenly,  guarding  the  embarkation  of  troops  while 
their  chief  was  seeking  safety. 

The  command  was  unconditionally  surrendered  on  the  morning  of  February  IG  by 
General  Buckner,  who  shared  the  fate  of  his  command.  It  is  unbecoming  in  soldiers 
to  criticise  the  conduct  of  superiors,  but  when,  after  rejecting  the  counsels  of  juniors, 
the  condition  of  .affairs  is  placed  beyond  the  power  of  human  means  to  retrieve,  the 
seniors  endeavor  to  escape  responsibility  by  throwing  the  same  u];)on  the  former,  com- 
ment is  unnecessary. 

After  surrendering  the  force  was  taken  on  transports,  the  r.ank  and  file  separated 
from  the  officers.  Most  of  the  officers  were  confined  in  Camp  Chase,  near  Columbus, 
Ohio. 

On  March  4 the  field  officers,  50  in  number,  were  brought  from  that  place  to  this 
(Fort  W.arren),  where  we  have  since  been  waiting  with  patience  for  the  time  when 
we  can  .again  strike  for  our  homes  and  our  country's  independence. 

It  may  not  be  improper  for  me  here  to  state  that,  should  an  arrange- 
ment be  established  with  the  Federal  Governm-ent  for  the  exchange  of 
prisoners  of  war,  in  consideration  of  the  services  rendered  by  this  regi- 
ment and  the  farther  fact  that  it  is  mustered  for  the  Avar,  I Avould 
request  that  it  be  placed  first  in  the  list  to  be  exchanged. 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

W.  BEOWkI, 

Major j Twentieth  Mlssissip])i  Regiment, 

General  George  W.  Eandolph, 

Secretary  of  War^  C.  S.  A, 


No.  71. 

Reports  of  Col.  Nathan  B.  Forrest^  Tennessee  Cavalry. 

February  — , 1862. 

Having  been  ordered  by  Brigadier- General  Clark  to  Fort  Honelson 
from  Hopkinsville,  I arrived  at  Fort  Donelson  on  Monday  evening,  Feb- 
ruary 10,  and  finished  crossing  with  my  command  on  Tuesday  morniug. 

On  the  same  afternoon  I was  ordered,  with  300  of  my  cavalry,  to  re- 
connoiter  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Henry.  VVe  met  about  3 miles  from 
Fort  Donelson  the  eneuiy^s  cavalry,  supposed  to  be  about  600,  and,  after 
a short  skirmish,  pressing  them  hard  about  6 miles,  captured  1 i>risoner 
and  mortally  wounded  several  others. 

The  folloAving  morning  I was  ordered  out  with  my  own  regiment,  three 
Kentucky  companies,  auz.  Captains  Williams,  Wilcox,  and  Hewey’s, 
and  liieutenant-Colonel  GantCs  battalion  of  Tennessee  cavalry  (the 
commanding  general  having  signified  to  me  the  night  before  his  desire 
that  I should  take  charge  of  all  the  caA^alry  at  the  post  as  brigadier  of 
cavalry.) 

I had  gone  about  2 miles  on  the  road  towards  Fort  Henry  when  we 
met  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  My  adAmnce  guard  engaged  them,  when 
I sent  forAvard  three  rifle  companies,  and  after  a skirmish  they  retreated, 
leaving  several  dead  and  wounded.  The  enemy  halted,  and,  after  ma- 
neuvering for  some  time,  commenced  to  move  by  a parallel  road  towards 
the  fort.  Eeceiving  information  of  this  change,  I changed  my  position 
from  the  right  to  the  extreme  left  of  my  line  of  battle,  throwing  two 
squadrons  of  cavalry  across  the  road.  As  soon  as  the  enemy’s  advance 
came  in  sight  I again  attacked  them  vigorously.  Tlie  enemy  were  on 
an  elevated  ridge,  thickly  wooded,  and,  when  the  attack  was  made,  little 
else  than  their  caA^aky  could  be  seen. 
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My  first  squadron  as  skirmishers,  having  been  dismounted,  were  hotly 
engaged  with  greatly  superior  numbers.  To  enable  them  to  withdraw, 
the  second  squadron  was  ordered  to  charge,  hearing  which,  Major  Kelly, 
by  my  request,  commanding  the  left  (now  center)  of  my  line,  ordered 
an  advance  of  the  three  squadrons  under  his  command.  The  enemy 
gave  back  at  the  point  where  the  charge  was  made,  and  the  cavaliy 
wheeling  out  of  the  way  on  their  flank  opposite  Major  Kelly,  the  in- 
fiintry  rose  from  the  ground  and  poured  in  at  short  range  a terrific  fire 
of  musketry,  accompanied  by  a volley  of  grape.  I was  now  able  to 
mount  and  draw  oft  in  good  order  my  skirmishers,  and,  finding  the  en- 
emy in  large  force,  ordered  my  cavalry  to  fall  back,  no  infantry  being 
near  to  support  me.  In  answer  to  m'y  couriers  from  the  fort.  General 
Buckner  (General  G.  J.  Pillow  absent  at  Cumberland  City)  now  ordered 
me  back  within  our  intrenchments. 

This  skirmish  was  from  about  9 a.  m.  to  near  2 p.  m.  We  killed  dur- 
ing the  day  a hundred  men  and  wounded  several  hundred  more,  which 
so  delayed  the  advance  of  the  enemy  that  they  did  not  move  to  the 
attack  that  day,  satisfying  themselves  with  planting  a few  cannon  and 
commencing  at  long  range  a slow  cannonade. 

In  the  afternoon  General  Floyd  reached  the  fort,  and  the  whole  army, 
infantry  and  cavalry,  were  engaged  during  the  night  in  throwing  up 
intrenchments,  crowning  several  hills  surrounding  Dover.  The  enemy 
planted  their  batteries  duiing  the  night,  and  commenced  a cannonade 
from  their  batteries  and  ten  gunboats  early  on  the  morning  of  Thursday. 
Soon  after,  our  intrenchments  Avere  vigorously  attacked  at  all  points, 
and  for  six  hours  there  was  scarcely  a cessation  of  small-arms  and  artil- 
lery. The  musketry  ceased  about  1 p.  m.,  the  cannonading  continuing 
until  after  dark.  The  gunboats  drew  ofl‘  early  in  the  engagement,  sup- 
posed to  be  crippled,  returning  occasionally.  The  cavalry  were  but  little 
engaged,  acting  only  as  pickets  and  couriers. 

On  Friday  I was  ordered  out  with  the  infantry,  passing  our  intrench- 
ments on  the  left ; but  after  maneuvering  a short  time  and  some  sharp 
shooting  between  the  cavalry  and  the  enemy,  I was  ordered  back  into 
the  intrenchments.  A demand  was  then  made  on  me  for  sharpshooters 
to  dislodge  the  enemy,  who  were  from  heights  and  trees  annoying  our 
infantry  in  the  intrenchments,  which  we  accomplished  in  about  two 
hours,  returning  to  my  command  about  the  time  the  gunboat  attack  was 
made  on  the  fort.  Of  this  attack  I was  an  eye-witness,  and  have  never 
seen  a description  which  did  anything  like  justice  to  the  attack  or  de- 
fense. More  determination  could  not  have  been  exhibited  by  the  attack- 
ing party,  while  more  coolness  and  bravery  never  was  manifested  than 
was  seen  in  our  artillerists.  Kever  was  there  greater  anxiety  depicted 
in  the  face  of  braA^emen  than  during  the  terrific  roar  of  cannon,  relicAu^d 
ever  and  anon  by  the  slow  but  regular  report  of  our  one  single  10  inch 
gun.  Never  were  men  more  jubilant  than  when  the  Auctory  crowned  the 
steady  braAmry  of  our  little  fort ; old  men  wept ; shout  after  shout  went 
up  ; the  gunboats  driven  back  j the  army  was  in  the  best  possible  spirits, 
feeling  that,  relieved  of  their  greatest  terror,  they  could  whip  any  land 
force  that  could  be  brought  against  them. 

During  the  night  I was  called  into  council  with  the  generals  com- 
manding, when  it  was  determined  to  bring  on  the  attmck  the  next 
morning  by  again  passing  our  intrenchments  and  attacking  the  enemy’s 
right. 

In  the  early  gray  of  the  morning  I moA^ed  to  the  attack,  the  cavalry 
on  the  left  and  in  the  advance.  I found  the  enemy  j^repared  to  receive 
us,  and  were  again  engaged  with  the  sharpshooters  till  our  infantry 
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were  formed  for  the  attack,  the  first  gun  from  the  enemy  killing  a horse 
in  my  regiment.  General  B.  E.  Johnson  commanded  tlie  left,  which 
now  moved  to  the  front.  An  obstinate  fight  of  two  hours  ended  in  the 
retreat  of  the  enemy.  The  undergrowth  was  so  thick  that  I could 
scarcely  press  my  horses  through  it.  Finding  that  the  flank  of  the  en- 
emy in  retreat  was  exposed  across  an  open  field  to  my  front  and  left,  I 
immediately  led  my  cavalry  to  the  field,  but  found  the  ground  a marsh, 
and  we  were  unable  to  pass  it. 

The  enemy  formed  in  the  edge  of  a second  field  to  our  front  and  right, 
and  flanking  the  left  of  our  advancing  line  of  infantry.  We  could  not 
move  to  flank  them,  but  by  maneuvering  to  their  front  and  right  doubt- 
less prevented  their  attempting  a flank  movement  on  our  infantry. 
Finding  that  our  advancing  line  of  infantry  would  cut  them  off,  while 
the  cavalry  prevented  their  flanking  us,  they  commenced  a retreat, 
accompanied  by  their  cavalry,  which  we  could  now  see  in  the  distance, 
but  not  participating  during  the  day  in  the  fight.  Our  infantry  had  now 
driven  them  near  a mile,  they  doggedly  disputing  the  whole  ground, 
leaving  dead  and  wounded  scattered  through  the  woods  and  fields  up 
in  the  ravine.  The  enemy,  leaving  their  third  position  for  the  first  time, 
retreated  in  haste,  advancing  by  a road  through  a ravine.  I here  passed 
our  line  of  infantry  with  my  command  in  moving  to  the  center. 

I charged  the  enemy’s  battery  of  six  guns,  which  had  kept  several 
of  our  regiments  in  check  for  several  hours,  killing  and  slaughtering  a 
great  many  of  our  men.  I captured  the  battery,  killing  most  of  the 
men  and  horses.  I then  immediately  moved  on  the  flank  of  the  enemy, 
obstinately  maintaining  their  position.  They  finally  gave  way,  our  in- 
fantry and  cavalry  both  charging  them  at  the  same  time,  committing 
great  slaughter.  Moving  still  farther  to  our  right,  I found  a regiment 
of  our  infantry  in  confusion,  which  I relieved  by  charging  the  enemy 
to  their  front.  Here  64  of  the  enemy  w ere  found  in  40  yards  square. 
General  Pillow,  coming  up,  ordered  me  to  charge  the  enemy  in  a ravine. 
I charged  by  squadrons,  filing  the  first  company  of  each  squadron  to 
the  right,  and  the  second  to  the  left,  on  reaching  the  ravine,  firing  and 
falling  in  the  rear  of  the  third  squadron  until  the  three  squadrons  had 
charged.  We  here  completely  routed  the  enemy,  leaving  some  200  dead 
in  the  hollow,  accomplishing  what  three  difterent  regiments  had  failed 
to  do.  Seeing  the  enemy’s  battery  to  our  right  about  to  turn  on  us,  I 
now  ordered  a charge  on  this  battery,  from  which  we  drove  the  enemy, 
capturing  two  guns.  Following  down  the  ravine  captured  the  third, 
which  they  were  endeavoring  to  carry  off,  gunners  and  drivers  retreat- 
ing up  the  hill.  In  this  charge  I killed  about  50  sharpshooters,  w^ho 
were  supporting  the  guns.  I ordered  forward  a number  of  scouts,  who, 
returning,  informed  me  that  the  enemy,  with  three  guns  and  three  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  were  moving  up  by  the  road  from  Fort  Henry.  We 
had  driven  the  enemy  back  without  a reverse  from  the  left  of  our 
intrenchments  to  the  center,  having  opened  three  different  roads  by 
whicli  we  might  have  retired  if  the  generals  had,  as  was  deemed  best  in 
the  council  the  night  before,  ordered  the  retreat  of  the  army.  Inform- 
ing General  Pillow  of  the  position  the  enemy  had  taken,  he  ordered  two 
new  regiments  and  one  of  the  regiments  in  the  field,  with  one  piece  of 
artillery,,  to  attack  the  enemy. 

The  fight  here  ended  about  2.30  p.  m.  without  any  change  in  our 
relative  i)ositions.  We  were  employed  the  remainder  of  the  evening  in 
gathering  up  the  arms,  and  assisting  in  getting  oft*  the  wounded.  I was 
three  times  over  the  battle-field,  and  late  in  the  evening  was  2 miles  up 
the  river  on  the  road  to  the  forge.  There  were  none  of  the  enemy  in 
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sight  when  dark  came  on.  Saturday  night  our  troops  slept,  flushed 
with  victory,  and  confident  they  could  drive  the  enemy  back  to  the 
Tennessee  Eiver  the  next  morning. 

About  12  o’clock  at  night  I was  called  in  council  with  the  generals,, 
who  had  under  discussion  the  surrender  of  the  fort.  They  reported 
that  the  enemy  had  received  11,000  re-enforcements  since  the  fight. 
They  supposed  the  enemy  had  returned  to  the  positions  they  had  occu- 
pied the  day  before. 

1 returned  to  my  quarters  and  sent  out  two  men,  who,  going  by  a 
road  up  the  bank  of  the  river,  returned  without  seeing  any  of  the 
enemy,  only  fires,  which  I believed  to  be  the  old  camp  fires,  and  so 
stated  to  the  generals  j the  wind,  being  very  high,  had  fanned  them  into 
a blaze. 

When  I returned  General  Buckner  declared  that  he  could  not  hold 
his  position.  Generals  Floyd  and  Pillow  gave  up  the  responsibility  of 
the  command  to  him,  and  I told  them  that  I neither  could  nor  would 
surrender  my  command.  General  Pillow  then  said  I could  cut  my  way 
out  if  I chose  to  do  so,  and  he  and  General  Floyd  agreed  to  come  out 
with  me.  I got  my  command  ready  and  reported  at  headquarters. 
General  Floyd  informed  me  that  General  Pillow  had  left,  and  that  he 
would  go  by  boat. 

I moved  out  by  the  road  we  had  gone  out  the  morning  before.  When' 
about  a mile  out  crossed  a deep  slough  from  the  river,  saddle- skirt 
deep,  and  filed  into  the  road  to  Cumberland  Iron  Works.  I ordered 
Major  Kelly  and  Adjutant  Schuyler  to  remain  at  the  point  where  we 
entered  this  road  with  one  company,  where  the  enemy’s  cavalry  would 
attack  if  they  attempted  to  follow  us.  They  remained  until  day  was 
dawning.  Over  500  cavalry  had  passed,  a company  of  artillery  horses 
had  followed,  and  a number  of  men  from  different  regiments,  passing 
over  hard-frozen  ground.  More  than  two  hours  had  been  occupied  in 
passing.  Not  a gun  had  been  fired  at  us.  Kot  an  enemy  had  been  seen 
or  heard. 

The  enemy  could  not  have  reinvested  their  former  position  without 
traveling  a considerable  distance  and  camped  upon  the  dead  and  dying, 
as  there  had  been  great  slaughter  upon  that  portion  of  the  field,  and  I 
am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  two-thirds  of  our  army  could  have  marched 
out  without  loss,  and  that,  had  we  continued  the  fight  the  next  day,  we 
should  have  gained  a glorious  victory,  as  our  troops  were  in  fine  spirits, 
believing  we  had  whipped  them,  and  the  roads  through  which  we  came 
were  open  as  late  as  8 o’clock  Sunday  morning,  as  many  of  my  men,  who 
came  out  afterwards,  report. 

I made  a slow  march  with  my  exhausted  horses  to  Kashville,  Tenn., 
where  we  arrived  on  Tuesday  morning,  and  reported  myself  to  General 
Floyd,  who  placed  me  in  command  of  the.city  on  Thursday,  at  the  time 
of  his  leaving.  I remained  in  the  city  until  Sunday  evening,  during 
which  time  I was  busily  engaged  with  my  regiment  restoring  order  to 
the  city  and  removing  public  property. 

My  loss  at  the  battle  in  killed,  wounded,  and  taken  prisoners  amounted 
to  between  300  and  400  men.  Among  the  number  was  Oapt.  Charles 
May,  who  fell  at  the  head  of  his  company  while  leading  a charge. 

My  regiment  charged  two  batteries,  taking  nine  pieces  of  artillery, 
which,  with  near  4,000  stands  of  arms,  I had  taken  inside  of  our  lines. 
I cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  gallant  manner  in  which  my  officers 
and  men  conducted  themselves  on  that  occasion,  as  well  as  others  that 
came  under  my  observation,  with  the  exception  of  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Gantt,  commanding  a battalion  of  Tennessee  Cavalry,  who  failed  to  fight 
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on  Saturday,  and  refused  to  bring  bis  men  out  with  my  regiment  on 
Sunday  morning  when  ordered  to  do  so. 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

N.  B.  FOEEEST, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Forresfs  Regiment  of  Cavalry. 


Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  November  7,  1862. 

* Being  informed  by  General  Pillow  that  it  is  material  for  the  purposes 
of  justice  and  a proper  understanding  by  the  Government  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  army  at  Donelson  that  I should  make  a statement  of  the 
result  of  the  conference  of  general  officers  on  the  night  of  February  14, 
at  which  I was  present  by  order  of  General  Floyd,  I make  the  following 
supplemental  report : 

On  that  day  and  the  day  before  a large,  fresh  force,  said  to  be  20,000 
men,  had  reached  the  landing  below  us.  At  that  time  we  were  invested 
by  a force  which  our  information  led  us  to  estimate  at  50,000.  All  the 
officers  present  felt  the  necessity  of  cutting  our  way  out  and  resuming 
our  communication  with  General  Johnston.  It  was  therefore  resolved 
to  give  them  battle  in  the  open  field  the  next  morning. 

I understood  it  to  be  the  ultimate  intention  to  retire  from  the  place 
if  we  succeeded  in  opening  our  way,  but  nothing  was  said  about  our 
retreating  from  the  field.  No  order  was  given  to  that  effect  and  no 
preparation  was  made  for  that  purpose;  no  suggestion  was  made  of 
that  character  and  no  such  determination  arrived  at. 

On  the  day  of  the  fight  (15th)  no  artillery  was  taken  from  our  in- 
trenchments,  except,  perhaps,  one  piece  late  in  the  evening ; no  rations 
were  prepared  or  taken  on  the  field  ; blankets  and  knapsacks  were  left 
behind;  no  order  of  retreat  was  prescribed;  no  quartermaster,  com- 
missary, or  ordnance  stores  were  prepared  to  accompany  a retreat; 
and,  if  a retreat  had  been  attempted  from  the  field  of  fight,  it  could  not 
have  been  accomplished.  The  commands  were  scattered  and  mixed  in 
fragments;  very  many  of  the  men  after  the  middle  of  the  day  had  gone 
back  into  the  town,  and  were  around  the  fires  and  up  and  down  the 
river  bank.  I had  again  and  again  during  the  day  sent. portions  of  my 
command  into  the  intrenchments  and  had  ammunition  brought  out  on 
horseback. 

The  day  itself  was  mainly  occupied  in  the  active  operations  of  the 
fight.  Soon  after  the  fighting  in  the  field  was  terminated  fighting  was 
begun  on  our  right,  in  General  Buckner’s  rifle  pits,  which  lasted  until 
about  sundown. 

In  my  opinion  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  could  not  have  been  con- 
tinued longer  without  coming  in  contact  with  a large,  fresh  force,  which, 
in  the  scattered  and  exhausted  condition  of  our  troops,  we  could  not 
have  withstood. 

The  character  of  the  country  over  which  we  would  have  had  to  retreat 
from  Donelson  to  Charlotte  was  excessively  poor  and  broken,  and  at 
that  time  covered  with  snow  and  sleet,  and  could  not  have  furnished  a 
half-day’s  ration  for  our  force. 

N.  B.  FOEEEST, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Cavalry. 

[Indorsement  No.  1.] 

I have  compared  the  above  copy  with  the  original  supplemental  report 
of  General  Forrest  and  attest  it  as  a true  copy. 

W.  H.  HUMPHEEYS, 

■ Confederate  States  District  Judge. 
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[Indorsement  No.  2.] 

The  services  detailed  iu  this  report  having  been  performed  while 
General  Forrest  was  under  my  immediate  command  and  General  Floyd 
being  out  of  service  and  inaccessible  and  General  A.  S.  Johnston  being 
dead,  I transmit  the  report  direct  to  the  War  Department,  through  the 
Adjutant-General. 

GID.  J.  PILLOW, 
Brigadier- General,  G.  S.  Army, 


No.  72. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Milton  A.  Haynes,  C.  S.  Army,  Chief  of  Tennessee 

Corps  of  Artillery. 

Eichmond,  Ya.,  March  24,  1862. 

Sir  : By  direction  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  I have  the  honor 
to  make  the  following  report  in  regard  to  the  defense  of  Fort  Donelson, 
on  February  12,  &c. ; 

On  January  15  General  L.  Polk  ordered  me  to  report  to  Brigadier- 
General  Tilghman,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  artillery  defenses 
of  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson,  which  order  I obeyed  by  reporting  on  the 
16th  to  General  Tilghman  in  person  at  Fort  Henry,  who  immediately 
sent  me  to  Fort  Donelson.  That  post  was  then  under  the  command 
of  Col.  J.  W.  Head,  Tennessee  volunteers,  with  a force  of  three  newly- 
raised  regiments  and  one  company  of  light  artillery.  Two  companies 
of  volunteer  infantry  were  detailed  to  act  as  artillerists,  under  Cap- 
tains Beaumont  and  Bid  well.  These  companies  and  Captain  Maney’s 
light  battery  were  by  me  at  once  organized  into  a battalion,  and  Gen- 
eral Polk,  in  response  to  a telegraphic  dispatch,  sent  two  lieutenants, 
viz,  Martin  and  McDaniel,  of  the  artillery,  to  report  to  me  for  duty, 
both  well  versed  in  the  management  of  heavy  artillery.  These  officers 
drilled  and  instructed  the  men  daily,  and  under  my  own  eye  they  were 
trained  in  firing  their  guns  at  targets  at  1,000,  1,500,  and  2,000  yards, 
and  the  ranges  of  the  guns  were  explained  to  them.  At  the  same  time 
every  man  in  the  battalion  fit  for  duty  worked  daily  in  putting  the  bat- 
tery, embrasures,  magazines,  &c.,  in  order. 

A new  bomb-proof  magazine,  of  capacity  to  hold  100  rounds  for  ten 
guns,  was  raj)ialy  constructed,  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Beaumont 
and  Lieutenant  Bedford,  which  was  immediately  connected  with  the 
battery  by  a covered  way,  also  bomb-proof. 

Under  the  direction  of  Capt.  J.  P.  Shuster,  formerly  of  the  U.  S.  Navy, 
but  now  on  artillery  duty  with  me,  by  General  Johnston’s  order,  the 
shot  and  shells  were  distributed  at  the  pieces,  the  ammunition,  &c., 
placed  in  the  magazine,  and  each  man  assigned  to  his  post,  and  his 
especial  duty  explained  to  him  in  case  of  an  engagement. 

The  entire  armament  of  the  fort  at  that  time  was  ten  32-pounder  guns 
(two  of  them  ship  carronades),  one  8-inch  howitzer,  two  nondescript 
9-pounders,  one  10-inch  columbiad,  and  one  rifled  gun  throwing  a coni- 
cal shell  of  128  pounds.  The  columbiad  had  been  mounted  about  Janu- 
ary 25,  but,  upon  trial,  its  recoil  threw  the  gun  back  against  the  hurters, 
throwing  the  chassis  off  the  pintle,  and  seriously  damaging  the  iron 
barbette  carriage.  In  this  condition  it  was  (like  the  one  at  Fort  Henry) 
useless.  To  remedy  this  defect  I had  it  dismounted,  and  sent  a com- 
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petent  officer  to  the  rolling-mill,  and  had  two  new  rear  traverse  wheels 
cast,  4 inches  in  diameter  larger  than  the  older  ones.  These  wheels  were 
not  to  be  obtained  until  a short  time  before  the  battle,  and  only  reached 
us  in  time  to  enable  us  to  remount  this  valuable  gun  the  day  before  the 
battle  began.  With  these  new  wheels  it  worked  like  a charm. 

The  large  rifled  gun  was  sent  to  us  more  than  ten  days  before  the 
engagement,  but  neither  pintle  nor  pintle  plate  (without  which  it  could 
not  be  mounted)  was  sent  with  it.  I sent  an  officer  of  artillery  at  once 
to  Nashville  to  obtain  and  bring  forward  these  and  other  important 
fixtures,  to  enable  us  to  mount  this  and  other  guns  and  work  them  to 
advantage.  Fortunately  they  reached  us  just  in  time  to  enable  us  to 
place  this  gun  in  working  order. 

Our  batteries  being  now  in  readiness,  the  following  dispositions  were 
ordered  by  me : 200  additional  men  were  called  for  to  act  as  supernu- 
meraries, to  aid  in  repairing  the  works  or  remounting  guns,  to  carry 
ammunition,  to  extinguish  fires,  and  to  supply  the  places  of  disabled 
artillerists. 

Capt.  T.  W.  Beaumont,  with  his  company  (80  men),  had  charge  of  the 
five  32-pounder  guns  next  the  river,  assisted  by  several  lieutenants. 
Capt.  B.  Gr.  BidwelFs  company,  75  strong,  had  the  10-inch  columbiad 
and  four  32-pounder  guns  on  the  left,  aPll  under  the  eye  of  Captain  Dixon, 
of  the  Engineers.  Capt.  J.  P.  Shuster,  chief  of  battalion,  and  Lieut. 
Jacob  Culbertson,  C.  S.  Army,  on  special  duty.  Captain  Boss  (just 
arrived  from  Hopkinsville)  and  his  company  voluntarily  gave  up  their 
light  battery  and  took  charge  of  the  half-moon  battery,  containing  the 
rifled  gun  and  two  carronades,  furnishing  a detachment,  under  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Starkovitch,*  to  manage  the  8-inch  howitzer  and  two 
9-pounder  nondescripts,  and  Captain  Maney’s  light  battery  was  moved 
to  the  rifle  trendies,  in  General  Pillow’s  division,  and  no  longer  acted 
under  my  orders. 

On  the  12th  the  gunboats  made  their  appearance,  but  did  not  venture 
within  the  range  of  our  guns.  Early  the  next  morning  (a  vigorous 
attack  then  being  made  by  the  enemy  on  the  exterior  defenses)  the  gun- 
boats opened  a spirited  cannonade  of  shot  and  shells  from  heavy  rifled 
and  smooth-bore  guns  upon  the  batteries  and  fort,  which  was,  though 
at  too  long  a range,  returned  with  spirit  by  our  guns — one  of  the  boats 
being  struck  and  damaged  by  shot  from  Captain  Boss’  rifled  gun,  driv- 
ing the  boats  back  under  the  shelter  of  a bend  in  the  river,  from  which 
they  continued  to  throw  shells.  Unfortunately  a single  shot  dismounted 
one  of  our  32-pounder  guns,  instantly  killing  the  brave  Captain  Dixon, 
disabling  for  a short  time  Captain  Shuster,  and  killing  and  wounding  2 
or  3 privates. 

I immediately  placed  Lieutenant  (Acting  Captain)  Culbertson  in 
charge  of  these  batteries,  and  although  unable  to  walk  without  crutches 
and  then  with  great  pain,  I took  my  post  at  the  river  batteries.  In  the 
mean  time  the  two  armies  were  hotly  engaged  along  our  whole  line,  and 
soon  the  gunboats  returned  to  the  contest,  keeping  up  a continued  dis- 
charge of  shells  and  solid  shot  upon  our  batteries,  without,  however, 
doing  us  any  material  damage.  Our  fire  was  for  some  time  carefully 
withheld  in  order  to  draw  the  boats  nearer  to  us,  and,  as  expected,  they 
soon  ventured  nearer,  when  a few  well-directed  shots  from  our  colum- 
biad and  rifled  gun  drove  them  back,  one  of  the  boats  being  so  seriously 
injured  that  she  (as  we  afterwards  learned)  was  with  difficulty  kept  from 
sinking.  The  contest  at  the  close  of  the  day  ceased  by  land  and  water, 
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and  our  batteries  were  visited  by  Generals  Floyd  and  Pillow  in  person, 
and  our  artillerists  especially  commended  by  them. 

On  the  following  day  the  increased  inflammation  and  pain  of  my 
wound  rendered  it  impossible  for  me  to  remain  longer  at  the  batteries, 
and  I was,  by  direction  of  Surgeon  Williams,  placed  onboard  a steamer, 
with  other  wounded  soldiers,  to  be  conveyed  to  IsTashville. 

During  my  services  at  Fort  Donelson,  both  before  and  during  the 
engagements,  I was  under  obligations  to  Acting  Adjt.  W.  W.  Foote,  of 
the  Corps  of  Artillery,  and  to  Lieut.  H.  S.  Bedford,  adjutant  of  the 
battalion,  for  the  prompt  and  faithful  manner  with  which  they  dis- 
charged their  duty. 

I cannot  close  this  statement  of  my  brief  and  humble  connection 
with  the  defense  of  Fort  Donelson  without  expressing  my  particular 
obligations  to  First  Lieut.  (Acting  Captain)  J.  Culbertsou,  of  the  Eegu- 
lar  Artillery,  and  Lieut.  H.  S.  Bedford  and  Lieutenant  Cobb,  of  the 
Ordnance  Department,  for  their  zeal  and  energy  in  superintending 
the  work  at  the  batteries  and  valuable  services  rendered  during  the 
engagement,  in  all  of  which  they  were  greatly  assisted  by  Capt.  T.  W. 
Beaumont;  nor  to  Lieutenants  Martin  and  McDaniel,  for  their  untiring 
energy  in  imparting  instructions  to  the  artillerists  under  my  command. 
[N'either  can  too  much  be  said  in  praise  of  the  200  volunteer  infantry, 
who,  after  three  weeks’  instruction,  in  the  midst  of  labor  and  toils,  both 
day  and  night,  acquired  such  skill  in  the  management  of  their  guns 
as  to  be  able  to  maintain  successfully  a four  days’  cannonade  with  a 
flotilla  of  gunboats,  crippling  at  least  five  of  them,  and  compelling 
their  flag-officer  to  withdraw  his  fleet  entirely  from  the  contest  so  badly 
crippled  that  he  was  unable  to  renew  the  fight,  hi  or  should  the  gallant 
Captain  Boss  and  Lieutenant  Starkovitch*  (both  old  artillery  officers, 
who,  in  command  of  Captain  Boss’  light  artillerists,  worked  their  heavy 
guns  with  such  admirable  precision)  be  forgotten  in  the  award  of  praise. 

Our  success  was  greatly  due  to  the  admirable  position  of  our  guns, 
rising  as  they  did  successively  from  the  river  to  the  height  of  50  feet, 
thus  enabling  us  to  throw  our  shot  by  a plunging  fire  into  the  holds  of 
the  boats,  and  thus  reaching  and  crippling  their  machinery;  and  to  the 
narrowness  of  the  river  (here  only  500  feet  wide),  which  comj)elled  the 
boats  to  approach  the  guns  with  their  prows  exposed. 

I may  here  add  that,  from  information  derived  from  the  men  them- 
selves, I afterwards  learned  that  Captain  Bidwell,  Lieutenant  Burt,  with 
36  men,  and  all  the  horses  of  Porter’s  light  battery,  and  Forrest’s  cavalry 
regiment,  and  many  stragglers  from  various  corps,  effected  their  safe 
retreat  on  Saturday  night  without  the  loss  of  a man  or  any  opposition 
from  the  enemy. 

In  justice  to  myself  (as  I had  for  a short  time  had  charge  of  the  artil- 
lery defenses  at  Fort  Donelson),  I may  with  propriety  say  that  I had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  arrangements  of  the  exterior  defenses, 
which  were  entirely  under  the  direction  of  the  general  commanding  and 
engineers. 

In  my  opinion  the  site  itself  was  most  unfortunate — first,  because  the 
space  inclosed  by  the  trenches  formed  a cul-de-sac^  cut  in  the  middle  by 
an  impassable  backwater,  thus  rendering  communication  between  the 
wings  of  our  army  difficult  and  hazardous;  second,  because  the  whole 
])Osition  was  surrounded  by  hills  at  the  distance  of  from  800  to  1,500 
yards  higher  than  those  occupied  by  us,  thus  giving  commanding  posi- 
tions for  the  enemy’s  rifled  field  guns,  from  which  every  point  in  our 
lines  could  be  reached. 
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Hence  the  utmost  courage  and  endurance  could  not  and  did  not 
avail  to  save  us  from  disaster 5 but  the  deeds  of  daring  performed  by 
our  army  will  form  the  brightest  picture  in  the  pages  of  our  history, 
and  make  the  names  of  the  heroes  of  Dover  and  its  blood-stained  hills 
immortal. 

I am,  your  obedient  servant, 

MILTOIST  A.  HAYNES, 

Lieutenant- Colonel j Chief  of  Tennessee  Corps  of  Artillery, 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- General  C,  8,  Army, 


No.  73. 

Report  of  Col.  J.  E,  Bailey,  Forty-ninth  Tennessee  Infantry,  of  the  water 

batteries,  (&c, 

Jackson,  Miss.,  October  9,  1862. 

Sir  : 1 have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  position  of 
the  water  batteries  and  the  garrison  of  the  fort  proper  during  the  siege 
of  Fort  Donelson ; 

The  batteries  near  the  river  mounted  one  68-pounder  rifle,  one  10-inch 
columbiad,  manned  by  Captain  Boss’  light  artillery  company — the  first 
under  immediate  command  of  Captain  Boss,  the  last  under  Lieutenant 
Bedford — and  eight  32-pounders,  under  command  of  Captain  Bidwell,  of 
the  Thirtieth  Tennessee,  and  Captain  Beaumont,  of  the  Fiftieth  Tennes- 
see ; all  under  command  of  Captain  Dixon. 

The  garrison  of  the  fort  consisted  of  the  Thirtieth  Tennessee,  Colonel 
Head ; Forty-ninth  Tennessee,  my  own  regiment;  and  the  Fiftieth  Ten- 
nessee, Colonel  Sugg ; one  8-inch  howitzer  and  two  12-pounder  howitz- 
ers, under  Lieutenant  Starkovitch*  and  9 men ; Colonel  Head  being  in^, 
command  of  the  fort  and  water  batteries  on  the  evening  of  February  12^^^ 
Colonel  Head,  with  the  Thirtieth  Tennessee,  was  ordered  to  join  Gener’^ 
Pillow’s  division,  when,  by  order  of  General  Pillow,  I assumed  commauijjj 

On  Thursday,  February  13,  one  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats,  approach 
ing  to  about  1 mile  of  the  fort,  threw  about  50  shot  and  shell  at  us,  kiU\ 
ing  Captain  Dixon  and  one  man  of  the  Fiftieth  Tennessee  and  wounding^ 
4 others  of  the  same  regiment.  Captain  Shuster,  a volunteer  in  the  bat- 
teries, being  injured  by  the  blast  of  one  of  the  guns,  the  command  of  the 
batteries,  after  Captain  Dixon’s  death,  devolved  upon  Captain  Cul- 
bertson. 

In  the  afternoon  of  February  14  an  attack  was  made  on  the  batteries 
^nd  fort  by  six  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats,  four  of  them  approaching  within 
300  yards  of  the  batteries,  the  other  two  lying  near  a mile  oft*.  The  boats 
were  repulsed  and  evidently  seriously  damaged.  Lieutenant  Johnson, 
of  the  Forty-ninth,  was  wounded  by  a fragment  of  a shell. 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th,  after  the  surrender  of  the  army,  the  enemy 
threw  five  or  six  shells  into  the  fort. 

The  officers  and  men  in  the  batteries  were  cool  and  steady  ; their  fire 
was  delivered  with  remarkable  precision ; but  I would  call  attention 
particularly  to  the  conduct  of  Captains  Culbertson,  Boss,  Beaumont, 
Bidwell,  and  Lieutenant  Bedford — Captain  Dixon  inspiring  the  men 
with  his  own  heroic  courage. 

On  the  evening  of  February  15,  when  the  enemy  attacked  General 
Buckner’s  right  wing,  I was  ordered  to  move  with  the  Forty-ninth  Ten- 
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nessee  to  his  support.  This  regimeut,  numbering  300  effective  men,  ad- 
vanced at  a double-quick  about  800  yards  to  the  ridge  on  which  General 
Buckner^s  line  was  then  forming,  taking  position  to  his  right.  The  enemy, 
after  occupying  the  rifle  pits  near  which  the  Second  Kentucky  had  been 
driven  back,  had  thrown  forward  a line  of  skirmishers  in  considerable 
force,  which  on  my  extreme  right  had  crossed  the  abatis  in  front,  had 
advanced  near  one-third  the  distance  from  tbe  valley  in  rear  of  the  rifle 
pits  to  the  crest  of  the  ridge  on  which  we  were  formed,  threatening  to 
flank  General  Buckner.  The  Forty-ninth  immediately  delivered  its  fire 
into  the  enemy’s  line  and  in  a few  minutes  drove  it  in  confusion  to  the 
opposite  ridge  near  the  rifle  pits,  from  which,  for  one  hour  and  fifteen 
minutes,  a heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  canister  was  directed  against  us. 

Five  companies  of  the  Fiftieth  Tennessee,  Colonel  Sugg  commanding, 
after  the  engagement  had  continued  a short  time,  were  ordered  from  the 
fort,  taking  position  on  my  right,  and  by  their  gallant  conduct  assisted 
in  defeating  the  apparent  purpose  of  the  enemy  to  flank  our  lines.  Lieu- 
tenant Starkovitch*  contributed  to  the  result  by  a few  well-aimed  shells 
from  the  9-inch  howitzers  in  the  fort. 

My  officers  and  men  behaved  with  coolness  and  courage.  The  loss  of 
the  Forty-ninth  was  4 men  killed  and  17  wounded ; of  the  Fiftieth,  1 
killed  and  3 wounded.  Among  the  wounded  was  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Eobb,  of  the  Forty- ninth,  who  survived  the  action  only  a few  hours.  In 
his  death  our  country  lost  one  of  its  noblest  men,  our  army  one  of  its 
most  valuable  officers. 

I make  this  report  directly  to  you,  for  the  reason  that  Colonel  Head 
has  quit  the  service,  and  the  brigade  to  which  I was  attached  was  not 
assigned  to  any  division  of  the  army. 

Permit  me  to  call  attention  to  an  error  into  which  General  Buckner 
has  fallen  in  his  report  of  the  engagement  of  the  evening  of  the  15th, 
in  stating  that  my  regiment  (the  Forty-ninth)  reached  the  field  “towards 
the  close  of  the  action.”  The  regiment  came  under  fire  in  less  than 
wenty  minutes  after  the  action  began,  and  kept  its  position  under  fire, 
^^“^tly  contesting  the  ground  with  the  enemy  formore  than  one  hour,  and 
^^itil  the  close  of  the  action  in  that  quarter,  when  by  order  of  General 
^^uckner  it  returned  to  the  fort.  It  repulsed  the  advancing  lines  of  the 
^bemy  threatening  to  turn  General  Buckner’s  right. 

^ I inclose  Captain  Culbertson’s  report  and  accompanying  paper. 

I am,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  BAILEY, 

Colonel  Forty -ninth  Tennessee  Regiment^ 
late  Comdg.  Fort  and  Batteries  at  Fort  JDonelson, 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjt,  and  Insjg.  Gen.,  Richmond,  Ya. 


NTo.  74. 

Re^gort  of  Capt.  Jacob  Culbertson,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  batteries, 

Jackson,  Tenn.,  October  3,  1862. 

Colonel  : The  command  of  the  river  batteries  at  Fort  Donelson  hav- 
ing devolved  upon  me  upon  the  death  of  Capt.  Joseph  Dixon,  it  be- 
comes my  duty  to  report  to  you  the  operations  in  said  batteries  dur- 
ing the  siege.  The  four  guns  on  the  right  of  our  32-pounder  battery 
were  manned  by  Company  A,  Fiftieth  Tennessee  Volunteers;  the  four 
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on  the  left  by  Company  — , Thirtieth  Tennessee — both  companies  com- 
manded by  their  captains  (Beaumont  and  Bidwell)  in  person.  Our  two 
heavy  guns  (a  10-inch  columbiad  and  a 68-pounder  rifle)  were  manned 
by  Capt.  Boss,  Maury  Light  Artillery,  the  rifle  being  under  his  personal 
direction  in  all  the  actions. 

The  flrst  engagement  took  place  on  Thursday,  February  13,  about  11 
a.  m.,  when  one  gunboat  approached  and  took  position  about  a mile  ofl 
and  commenced  a bombardment,  obviously  to  draw  out  an  exhibition  of 
our  strength.  We  responded  with  our  rifle  and  1 0-inch  gun.  Being  in 
command  of  the  32-pounder  only,  I did  not  open  fire  until  directed  to  do 
so  by  Captain  Dixon,  half  an  hour  after  action  commenced.  We  opened 
with  the  32-pounder  at  our  maximum  elevation ; but  our  shot  all  feU  short. 
The  enemy  then  immediately  retired.  One  of  their  last  shot  (from  a 
rifle)  striking  one  of  our  guns,  dismounted  it  and  instantly  killed  Cap- 
tain Dixon.  This  was  the  only  damage  done  to  the  batteries  during  the 
siege. 

The  next  day,  Friday,  February  14,  a combined  land  and  naval  attack 
was  made  on  our  works,  six  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats  shelling  our  bat- 
teries during  nearly  an  hour  and  a half.  By  General  Pillow’s  order  I 
withheld  the  fire  of  the  32-pounder  until  the  enemy  reached  our  point- 
blank  nearly.  This  was  opposed  to  my  judgment,  as  it  showed  the 
enemy  the  positions  of  our  two  heavy  guns,  which  1 regarded  as  consti- 
tuting our  only  hope.  They  took  no  advantage  of  it,  however,  but  fired 
almost  at  random,  and  the  fire  of  the  32-pounder  became  so  destructive 
when  the  enemy  had  advanced  to  within  300  yards  that  they  were  com- 
pelled to  retire. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  after  portion  (about  one-third)  of  the 
armor  of  the  four  boats  which  approached  so  close  to  our  guns  is  of 
wood,  and  that  a further  advance  would  have  exposed  them  to  a reverse 
fire  through  this  portion. 

In  this  action  our  rifle  became  unserviceable  after  the  third  or  fourth 
shot,  a priming  wire  having  become  lodged  in  the  veut  through  the 
want  of  skill  of  the  cannoneers  in  loading.  They  had  had  but  two  days’ 
experience. 

In  the  first  day’s  fight  Captain  Shuster  was  disabled  by  the  blast  from 
one  of  the  32-pounders,  near  which  he  was  standing  when  it  was  fired. 

The  gunboats  remained  with  steam  up  just  out  of  range  for  four  days 
and  nights,  obliging  our  men  to  sleep  by  their  guns  ready  for  an  attack. 
They  suffered  severely  from  the  cold,  want  of  sleep,  and  properly -pre- 
pared food. 

Our  then  recent  disaster  at  Fort  Henry  was  calculated  to  inspire  dis- 
trust of  our  own  guns  and  a belief  in  the  invulnerability  of  the  gun- 
boats. Nevertheless  the  men  went  to  their  work  with  heroic  alacrity, 
and  bore  themselves  with  a steadiness  worthy  of  veterans.  Their  con- 
duct is  the  fitting  and  only  necessary  encomium  upon  the  efficiency  and 
bravery  of  their  company  commanders. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Major  Eobertson,  of  the  Fiftieth  Tennessee,  for 
his  very  valuable  and  voluntary  aid  in  both  actions.  Much  praise  was 
deserved  by  Lieut.  H.  S.  Bedford,  to  whose  skillful  direction  of  the  10- 
inch  gun  our  success  is  mainly  to  be  attributed. 

For  further  particulars  I refer  you  to  the  accompanying  reports  of 
Captains  Beaumont  and  Bidwell. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JACOB  CULBEETSON, 
Captain  of  Artillery^  Commanding  Batteries, 

Colonel  Bailey,  Comdg.  Fort  Donelson  and  River  Batteries. 
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75. 

Reports  of  Capt.  B,  O.  Bidwell,  Thirtieth  Tennessee  Infantry^  command- 
ing battery. 

OouRTLAND,  Ala.,  March  13,  1862. 

Sir  : Being  the  only  officer  connected  with  the  heavy  batteries  at 
Fort  Donelson  who  was  fortunate  enough  to  escape,  I inclose  you  the 
following  account,  not  as  a report,  but  as  a source  of  information: 

It  may  be  proper  to  first  give  some  description  of  our  batteries  and 
their  position.  Fort  Donelson  was  on  the  crest  of  a hill,  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  Cumberland,  about  1 mile  below  the  little  town  of  Dover. 
The  vicinage  around  was  very  broken  below  the  fort.  Eunning  back 
from  the  river  was  a deep  ravine  or  gorge,  filled  with  backwater  for  a 
mile  back.  Breaking  off  from  this  was  another  deep  hollow,  which  ran 
up  behind  the  fort,  making  almost  all  of  the  fort  on  the  crest  of  the  hill. 
Just  above  the  main  part  of  the  fort  a hollow  makes  out  from  the  river, 
which  runs  diagonally  across  the  fort,  making  the  inner  fort  nothing 
but  a hollow  and  the  side  of  the  hill.  The  most  of  the  work  was  toler- 
ably good  earthwork,  the  remainder  nothing  but  rifle  pits,  thrown  up 
after  the  fall  of  Fort  Henry.  There  was  in  the  fort  one  large  howitzer 
(a  good  one)  and  two  small  9 or  12  pounders,  made  in  Clarksville,  of 
very  little  account.  Below  the  fort,  and  just  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  was 
our  battery  of  eight  32-pounders  and  one  10-inch  columbiad.  On  the 
extreme  left,  just  above  on  the  river  bank  and  on  the  point  of  the  hill 
above,  was  another  battery,  including  one  rifled  gun  and  two  old  car- 
ronades  or  ship’s  guns,  which  were  worthless  there  or  anywhere  else. 
Their  trunnions,  being  too  small,  were  bent.  This  battery  was  separated 
from  the  other  by  another  hollow  and  point  of  land  projecting  to  the 
river  bank  between  them.  The  32-pounders  were  in  good  condition. 
Four  of  them  were  under  the  charge  of  Captain  Beaumont  and  the 
other  four  commanded  by  myself.  The  rifled  gun  was  under  the  charge 
of  Captain  Boss.  The  columbiad  was  manned  by  a detachment  of  Cap- 
tain Boss’  men,  under  Lieutenant  Bedford,  of  Mississippi,  a most  excel- 
lent artillerist.  This  gun  was  not  in  good  condition,  owing  to  the  fol- 
lowing facts : After  the  fall  of  Fort  Henry  our  gunners  tried,  with  a 20- 
pound  charge,  to  test  it.  The  gun-carriage  was  found  too  short  and 
weak  every  way  for  the  gun.  The  recoil  was  so  great  it  injured  the  car- 
riage considerably  and  nearly  dismounted  itself.  It  was  found  neces- 
sary to  increase  the  inclination  of  the  carriage.  This  was  done  by  sub- 
stituting a large  traverse  wheel  in  the  rear  and  depressing  the  traverse 
circle  in  front.  This  depression  was  so  great  that  it  produced  a valley 
or  bed  out  of  which  the  front  wheels  could  not  be  rolled,  thus  diminish- 
ing very  greatly  the  range  of  the  gun  right  and  left.  This  gun  could 
only  fire  when  their  boats  passed  the  field  of  its  range,  and  probably  on 
the  right  boat  aU  the  time. 

One  boat  made  its  appearance  around  the  point  about  two  miles  and 
a half  below  us  on  Thursday,  February  13,  and  fired  a few  rounds  at 
us,  to  which  our  battery  replied  pretty  warmly  until  she  retired.  The 
next  to  the  last  shot  from  the  boat  came  through  the  embrasure  of  the 
second  gun  in  my  battery,  striking  the  left  cheek  of  the  carriage,  shiv- 
ering it,  and  disabling  the  gun,  killing  Captain  Dixon,  of  the  Engineer 
Corps,  who  had,  by  order  of  General  Pillow,  been  placed  in  command 
of  the  entire  heavy  artillery  as  chief.  Upon  his  death  Captain  Culbert- 
son, of  the  old  Army  , took  command,  a position  he  had  held  for  some 
time  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  those  under  him. 
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All  was  quiet  until  the  evening  of  tlie  14th  (Friday),  when  tour  boats 
came  around  the  point,  arranged  themselves  in  line  of  battle,  and  ad- 
vanced slowly,  but  steadily,  up  the  river  to  within  200  yards  of  our  bat- 
tery, and  halted,  when  a most  incessant  fire  was  kept  up  for  some  time. 
We  were  ordered  to  hold  our  fire  until  they  got  within  range  of  our  32- 
pounder.  We  remained  perfectly  silent,  while  they  came  over  about 
miles,  pouring  a heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shell  upon  us  all  the  time.  Two 
more  boats  came  around  the  point  and  threw  shell  at  us.  Our  gunners 
were  inexperienced  and  knew  very  little  of  the  firing  of  heavy  guns. 
They,  however,  did  some  excellent  shooting.  The  rifled  gun  was  dis- 
abled by  the  ramming  of  a cartridge  while  the  wire  was  in  the  vent,  it 
being  left  in  there  by  a careless  gunner — being  bent,  it  could  not  be  got 
out — but  the  two  center  boats  were  both  disabled,  the  left  center  (I 
think)  by  a ricochet  shot  entering  one  of  the  port-holes,  which  are  toler- 
ably large.  The  right  center  boat  was  very  soon  injured  by  a ball  strik- 
ing her  on  top,  and  also  a direct  shot  in  the  port-hole,  when  she  fell 
back,  the  two  flank  boats  closing  in  behind  them  and  protecting  them 
from  our  fire  in  retreat.  I think  these  two  were  not  seriouly  injured. 
They  must  have  fired  near  2,000  shot  and  shell  at  us.  Our  columbiad 
fired  about  twenty-seven  times,  the  rifled  gun  very  few  times,  and  the 
32-pounders  about  45  or  50  rounds  each.  A great  many  of  our  balls 
took  eftect,  being  well  aimed.  I am  confident  the  efficiency  of  the  gun- 
boat is  in  the  gun  it  carries  rather  than  in  the  boat  itself.  We  can 
whip  them  always  if  our  men  will  only  stand  to  their  guns.  Not  a man 
of  all  ours  was  hurt,  notwithstanding  they  threw  grape  at  us.  Their 
fire  was  more  destructive  to  our  works  at  2 miles  than  at  200  yards.  They 
overfired  us  from  that  distance. 

Our  men  all  did  well.  I probably  ought  not  to  make  any  distinction, 
but  will  refer  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  John  G.  Frequa,  a private  and 
gunner.  At  the  highest  gun  in  my  battery  he  stood  perfectly  straight, 
calm,  cool,  and  collected.  I heard  him  say,  Now,  boys,  see  me  take  a 
chimney.’^  The  chimney  and  flag  both  fell.  He  threw  his  cap  in  the 
air,  shouting  to  them  defiance.  Come  on,  you  cowardly  scoundrels; 
you  are  not  a t Fort  Henry,”  were  his  words  to  them.  Very  soon  he  sent 
a ball  through  a port-hole  and  the  boat  fell  back.  This  boy  is  one  of 
the  prisoners  so  unnecessarily  and  wrongfully  surrendered  at  Donel- 
sou — surrendered,  with  his  comrades,  while  at  his  post  Sunday  morn- 
ing, without  any  knowledge  of  what  was  being  done  and  no  chance  for 
escape. 

I was  sent  for  by  a colonel  of  a Tennessee  regiment  and  was  at  Dover 
when  the  white  flags  were  sent  out  early  Sunday  morning,  and  had  no 
chance  to  communicate  with  my  men  or  save  themi 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  G.  BIDWELL. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin. 

P.  S. — I am  here  with  the  army,  moving  west  somewhere. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  September  30,  1862. 
Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  engage- 
ment between  the  Federal  gunboats  and  our  batteries  at  Fort  Donelson, 
so  far,  at  least,  as  my  company  was  concerned  in  the  engagement: 

I was  detached,  by  order  of  General  Tilghman,  friun  the  Thirtieth 
Tennessee  Eegiment  for  heavy  artillery  service  about  one  month,  as  well 
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as  I can  remember  now,  before  the  attack  on  the  fort.  My  company 
had  at  that  time  never  drilled  in  heavy  artillery  nor  knew  anything 
about  it,  and  I myself  had  never  directed  my  attention  to  that  branch 
of  the  service;  but,  with  the  assistance  of  yourself.  Captain  Dixon,  and 
Lieutenants  Martin  and  McDaniel,  I was  enabled  to  arrive  at  a tolera- 
ble degree  of  proficiency  for  myself  and  company  by  the  time  of  the 
attack  on  the  fort. 

On  Wednesday,  February  12,  the  boats  first  made  their  appearance 
below  the  fort ; but  one  boat  came  above  the  point  below,  fired  several 
rounds,  and  retired  without  any  reply  from  our  batteries.  I remained 
all  night  at  my  guns,  four  32-pounders,  to  which  I had  been  assigned. 
The  suffering  from  severe  cold  was  intense.  I had  to  carry  seveial  of 
the  men  to  the  quarters  next  morning  so  nearly  frozen  that  they  were 
unable  to  walk. 

Some  time  in  the  forenoon  on  Thursday  the  gunboat  appeared  again 
above  the  point  below  and  opened  fire  upon  the  battery,  which  was  con- 
tinued some  time  before  I received  an  order  from  Captain  Dixon  to  open 
fire.  I ordered  it  immediately,  and  opened  with  my  guns  at  the  highest 
possible  elevation.  I soon  found,  however,  that  I could  do  no  good,  as 
they  were  beyond  my  range,  and,  the  boat  falling  below  the  point,  I 
ceased  firing.  Just  as  Captain  Dixon  gave  the  order  to  open  fire  he 
passed  from  the  first  gun  of  my  battery  to  the  second  and  was  killed 
immediately.  He  was  stooping,  when  a screw-tap  struck  him  in  the  left 
temple,  killing  him  instantly.  The  ball  was  descending  when  it  struck 
the  inner  base  of  the  embrasure,  and  turned  upwards  to  the  left,  strik- 
ing and  shattering  the  right  cheek  of  iny  second  gun.  The  gun  was 
never  fired,  but  was  loaded  when  disabled. 

Several  of  my  men  were  slightly  stunned,  but  were  not  sufficiently  in- 
jured to  keep  them  from  duty.  Captain  Shuster  was  also  slightly  in- 
jured by  negligently  standing  too  near  the  muzzle  of  one  of  my  guns. 

I spent  another  very  disagreeable  night,  sleepless  and  severely  cold. 
The  enemy  appeared  again  about  1 o’clock  and  attacked  our  battery 
with  more  vigor  than  on  any  other  day.  They  came  up  four  abreast  in 
line  of  battle ; two  more  some  distance  behind.  They  threw  shells,  while 
the  boats  threw  shot,  shell,  and  grape.  They  came  within  200  yards 
of  my  guns,  when  the  action  grew  terrible  for  about  one  hour  and  a half, 
without  any  damage  to  us. 

There  were  no  casualties,  I believe,  in  any  of  the  32-pounders.  The 
boats  fired  steadily,  but  witl;  little  effect,  except  to  the  earthworks, 
which  were  damaged  considerably.  I fired  about  50  rounds  to  each  gun, 
which  were  tolerably  well  directed,  and  with  effect.  I saw  several  shots 
enter  port-holes  and  do  other  damage  to  the  boats.  I am  confident  that 
the  32-pounders  did  almost  all  the  damage  to  the  boats,  although  I have 
seen  it  stated  otherwise  by  distinguished  officers.  The  right  center  boat 
was  first  injured  and  fell  back;  next  the  left  center  boat.  About  that 
time  the  right  boat,  a large,  long  boat,  floated  around  against  the  bank 
of  the  river,  but  turned  her  bow  straight  across  the  river,  ran  to  the 
middle,  fired  several  shots,  and  retired  down  the  river. 

Nothing  of  interest  occurred  again  until  Saturday  evening  late.  One 
boat  came  above  the  point  and  fired  several  shots,  but  did  no  damage. 

I was  ordered  by  Colonel  Head  to  leave  my  battery  at  2 o’clock  Sun- 
day morning  and  rejoin  the  regiment,  which  I did,  and  never  returned 
to  the  guns  again. 

Respectfully,  B.  G.  BID  WELL, 

, Captain, 

Captain  Culbertson. 
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Ko.  76.  ■ . 

Report  of  Capt.  T.  W,  Beaumont^  Fiftieth  Tennessee  Infantry^  command- 
ing battery, 

Jackson,  Miss.,  October  1,  1862. 

In  compliance  with  your  order  I submit  the  following  report: 

During  the  several  engagements  between  the  batteries  at  Fort  Don- 
elson  and  the  Federal  gunboats  on  the  12th,  13th,  14th,  and  15th  of 
February,  1862,  my  company,  numbering  67  effective  men,  had  charge 
of  four  32-pounders,  under  your  command.  There  were  no  serious  casu- 
alties of  any  kind.  Two  large  shots  penetrated  the  battery  without 
doing  any  harm,  and  some  few  of  the  men  were  slightly  bruised  by 
lumps  of  earth  thrown  up  by  the  balls  of  the  enemy,  and  one  by  the 
rebound  of  a canister  shot  which  struck  one  of  the  guns 

Gun  No.  1,  nearest  the  river,  was  superintended  by  Lieut.  George 
Martin ; No.  2 by  Major  Eobertsou,  formerly  a lieutenant  in  my  company 
(who  volunteered  his  services  on  the  occasion),  and  No.  3 by  Lieut.  W. 
O.  Allen,  and  each  was  admirably  served  by  these  gallant  officers.  Gun 
No.  4 was  managed  by  Lieutenant  Kaimey. 

Among  the  privates  who  acted  with  conspicuous  courage  and  coolness 
were  Elisha  Downs,  Poston  Gouts,  Nelson  Davis,  Isaac  Christie,  William 
Trotter,  Thomas  Pearce,  and  E.  M.  Grumpier. 

Sergt.  J.  S.  Martin  and  Corpl.  W.  H.  Proctor  deserve  honorable  men- 
tion as  gallant  and  meritorious  non-commissioned  officers.  Corp.  Dan. 
G.  Lyle  had  charge  of  the  battery  magazine,  and  by  his  efficiency  aided 
materially  in  the  victory  achieved  over  the  gunboats. 

T.  W.  BEAUMONT, 

Captain  Company  A,  Fiftieth  Tennessee  Volunteers^  Detached. 

Major  Culbertson, 

Commanding  Heavy  Artillery^  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn, 


No.  77. 

Report  of  Capt.  R.  R.  Ross^  Maury  Artillery. 

Eichmond,  Ya.,  October  16,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  the  events  of  the  heavy  artillery 
engagement  which  came  under  my  observation  at  the  battle  of  Fort 
Donelson. . 

On  Tuesday,  February  11,  the  day  before  the  battle  began,  I reported 
the  arrival  of  my  battery  entire  to  General  Pillow  at  Dover.  It  was  a 
light  battery,  called  the  Maury  Artillery.  The  general  ordered  me  to  take 
position  on  the  left  of  our  line  of  battle  in  his  brigade.  We  had  not 
more  than  reached  this  position  before  orders  came  to  all  or  most  of  the 
captains  of  light  batteries  to  report  at  headquarters.  Arriving,  we  were 
informed  by  the  general  that  one  company  was  needed  at  the  heavy 
batteries,  remarking  that  it  was  the  “post  of  danger,  but  the  post  of 
honor.”  I accepted  the  position  and  obeyed  the  order  to  distribute  my 
artillery  and  ammunition  out  among  the  other  batteries.  The  men  had 
never  learned  the  heavy  artillery  drill,  so  we  went  with  all  speed  to  get 
all  the  practice  possible.  Arriving  there.  Captain  Dixon,  commanding, 
assigned  us  to  the  columbiads,  consisting  of  a .32  caliber  rifle  and  a 10- 
inch  smooth  bore.  Two  32-pounder  sea-coast  howitzers  were  also  placed 
in  charge  of  this  company.  The  remaining  guns  (32-i)ounders),  eight  in 
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number,  were*  under  charge  of  Lieut.  Jacob  Culbertson,  Begular  C.  S. 
Army,  who  bad  already  drilled  three  infantry  companies  (Captains  Beau- 
mont’s, Bidwell’s,  and  Graham’s)  to  them,  as  I was  informed.  We  were 
all  placed  under  command  of  Captain  Dixon. 

We  drilled  diligently  that  evening  and  had  commenced  again  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  when  Lieutenant  Bedford  suddenly  informed  me  that 
the  gunboats  were  coming,  and  we  set  to  work  to  prepare  for  them.  I 
felt  the  necessity  of  taking  charge  of  the  rifle  personally.  Lieutenants 
Sparkman  and  Bedford,  the  latter  of  another  company,  superintended 
the  10- inch  columbiad.  The  extreme  view  of  the  river  was  distant  two 
miles  and  one-fourth.  A single  gunboat  anchored  at  this  point  and 
opened  upon  us  with  10-inch  shells  and  8-inch  Parrott  rifles,  elongated. 
We  replied  only  with  the  rifle,  and  by  using  great  pains  succeeded  in 
striking  much  more  frequently  than  we  expected.  We  thought  the  object 
of  this  boat  was  to  try  our  range  and  to  find  and  dismount  our  guus. 
We  exchanged  some  dozens  of  shots,  when  she  drew  off,  with  no  damage 
done  to  us  at  all,  though  all  her  shot  reached  as  easily.  This  was  con- 
sidered remarkable,  as  we  had  no  covering  overhead  and  moderately 
high  epaulements.*  A respectable  citizen,  from  in  view  of  the  boat  below 
the  bend,  sent  us  up  word  that  this  boat  was  taken  off  in  a sinking  con- 
dition between  two  other  boats,  but  that  she  could  not  be  kept  up  and 
that  he  saw  her  sink  finally.  We  could  not  know  and  hesitated  to  be- 
lieve in  such  good  news.  The  columbiad  was  fired  a few  times,  and 
Lieutenant  Sparkman  thought  with  effect.  Our  balls  could  be  heard  to 
strike  with  tolerable  distinctness.  This  was  on  Wednesday,  12th. 

On  the  day  following  another  boat  came  in  view  about  9 a.  m.,  and 
fired  terrifically  with  large  Parrott  projectiles,  evidently  with  the  object 
of  dismounting  our  two  heavy  guns.  One  of  these  entered  the  embra- 
sure of  a 32-pounder,  dismounted  the  gun  by  knocking  off  the  cheek  of 
the  carriage,  out  of  which  flew  a short  screw-bolt  that  killed  Captain 
Dixon.  This  caused  universal  regret,  and  was  our  only  casualty,  very 
strange  to  say,  during  the  whole  of  the  bombardment.  We  returned 
her  fire  with  great  vigor  from  the  rifle,  firing  as  often  as  the  heat  of  the 
gun  would  allow.  During  this  hour  and  forty  minutes’  cannonade  14 
of  her  balls  were  collected  in  the  battery  within  the  narrow  radius  of 
as  many  yards.  The  columbiads  (10-inch)  also  aided  with  vigor. 

Still  another  boat  repeated  this  movement  in  the  evening,  but  she 
soon  appeared  to  be  in  distress  and  finally  dropped  down. 

I visited  Dover  about  dark  and  there  heard  the  rumor  from  almost 
every  one  that  these  two  boats  were  badly  crippled  or  sunk  5 but  as  it 
came  from  citizens  we  did  not  rely  upon  it. 

After  Captain  Dixon  was  killed  General  Ployd  (now  arrived)  sent  an 
aide  to  Colonel  Bailey  to  place  the  next  in  rank  in  command.  Being 
the  only  artillery  captain,  I was  notified  that  it  devolved  on  me,  but 
found  no  necessity  nor  had  any  desire  to  take  any  authority  over  so 
accomplished  an  officer  as  Major  Culbertson,  as  we  called  him,  and  con- 
tinued virtually  as  before. 

It  was  seldon  that  the  rifle  missed  now,  we  supposed,  as  we  could  tell 
by  the  spray  to  the  right  or  left  when  we  did  not  strike.  The  land 
engagement  generally  went  on  with  that  of  the  gunboats.  Eain  and 
snow  and  a final  freeze  of  the  same  rendered  this  a dangerous  night  for 
the  gunboats  passing  in  obscurity.  W e therefore  masked  for  night  firing 
and  fired  at  intervals. 

It  is  due  Col.  J.  E.  Bailey  and  his  lamented  lieutenant-colonel  (Eobb)  to 
say  that  they  worked  with  their  regiment  (Forty-ninth  Tennessee)  night 
and  day,  remaining  much  of  their  time  with  us  at  night,  thus  encourag- 
ing us  to  persevere;  also  that  they  cooked  our  rations  for  us  and  sent 
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US  spirits,  all'  from  their  regiments.  The  other  garrison  regiments  aided 
much  also. 

Colonel  Sugg  and  others,  Lieut.  Kohert  Cobb,  of  Tennessee,  ordnance 
officer,  together  with  Sergeant  Stone,  ordnance  sergeant,  gave  us  valu- 
able assistance,  the  latter  remaining  with  us  continually,  obtaining  and 
fabricating  anything  we  could  ask  for. 

Early  on  Friday  morning,  the  14th,  we  looked  for  a renewal  of  the 
attack,  but  for  some  reason  we  did  not  yet  understand  there  was  no 
sign  of  an  advance.  About  9 o’clock,  however,  the  delay  was  accounted 
for.  We  discovered  the  river  full  of  transports  below  and  close  to  the 
bend,  here  almost  at  right  angles,  and  that  heavy  re- enforcements  were 
landing  under  cover  of  their  gunboats.  I proposed  to  Colonel  Bailey 
to  annoy  them  with  our  long-range  guns,  not  caring  to  take  the  respon- 
sibility myself  on  account  of  a moderate  supply  of  ammunition.  He 
finally  agreed  to  send  an  aide  to  consult  General  Floyd  on  the  subject. 

We  did  not  get  authority  from  him  until  after  12  m.,  when  he  sent 
word  we  might  fire  on  the  line  of  troops  filing  in  our  sight  They  had 
all  passed,  but  I did  not  resist  the  temptation  to  fire  on  their  immense 
fleet  of  transports.  We  gave  the  requisite  elevation,-  placed  percussion 
shells  in  our  splendid  rifle,  and  opened  on  them  with  that  and  the  colum- 
biad.  Peter  Casey,  of  Kentucky,  brother-in-law  of  General  Grant,  a cit- 
izen with  the  gunboat  fleet,  stated  afterwards  to  Mr.  Comstock,  a friend, 
that  one  of  our  shots  tore  off  the  prow  of  a transport  and  that  we  never 
missed  their  gunboats  at  all  j that  not  unfrequently  would  a ball  take 
their  gunboats  lengthwise,  ripping  it  badly,  and  carrying  away  in  some 
cases  a whole  tier  of  bunks,  bedding,  &c.  j that  he  often  saw  the  surface 
of  the  water  covered  with  these  wrecks,  intermingled  with  arms,  legs, 
and  fragments  of  every  form.  This  is  what  he  stated,  but  I am  satis- 
fied he  much  overestimated  these  things. 

We  had  not  fired  more  than  two  or  three  rounds  apiece  at  the  trans- 
ports before  they  all  had  up  steam  and  were  leaving.  The  gunboat 
fleet  also  raised  steam  and  at  the  same  time  advanced  to  the  attack. 
TJp  to  this  time  I imagined  signs  of  timidity  had  been  shown  by  the 
whole  fleet,  everything  appearing  to  be  done  with  extreme  timidity,  but 
now  they  advanced  with  much  show  of  resolution.  Some  time  being 
taken  arranging  their  line  of  battle,  getting  up  steam,  &c.,  as  we  could 
discover  hy  the  many  columns  of  black  smoke,  we  ceased  firing  until 
they  came  into  view.  As  was  our  custom,  we  opened  on  the  first  one 
before  she  had  half  come  into  view,  and  from  that  time  cannonaded 
them  with  all  the  vigor  and  as  rapidly  as  the  perfect  safety  of  our  rifle 
would  admit.  Four  large  boats  swung  around  the  bend,  forming  the 
front  line,  two  more  formed  a second  Ime,  and  a single  one  brought  up 
the  rear,  in  company  with  an  undistinguishable  number  of  tugs,  hos- 
pital boats,  &c.  All  opened  fire  as  they  came  in  view  and  advanced 
with  the  most  terrific  rain  of  i)rojectiles  conceivable.  With  only  seven 
32-pounders,  one  .32  caliber  rifle,  and  the  10-inch  columbiad,  the  two  sea- 
coast  howitzers  with  their  shell  and  short  range  being  entirely  useless, 
that  is,  nine  guns  in  all  effective  and  seven  of  these  with  only  about 
1,200  yards  effective  range,  it  must  be  confessed  we  felt  unequally 
matched  with  this  fleet,  armed  with  ten  times  or  more  our  number  of 
their  best  artillery.  We  had  resolved  to  defend  the  fort,  however,  and 
would  not  allow  ourselves  time  to  become  alarmed.  The  range  was  yet 
too  great  for  the  columbiad.  I selected  their  left-hand  boat,  a large  one, 
aiming  every  time  with  all  my  ability.  Their  guns  fired  so  incessantly 
that  we  could  no  longer  screen  ourselves  at  each  discharge.  1 had 
instructed  Lieutenants  Sparkman  and  Bedford,  two  most  gallant  officers, 
to  hold  their  fire  until  the  fleet  was  certainly  in  range ; they  had  the 
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columbiad.  When  the  first  line  had  advanced  to  within  If  miles  their 
noble  gun  joined  in  with  me,  and  I suppose  with  terrific  effect,  as  it 
was  only  necessary  that  she  should  strike  a boat  below  the  water  line 
to  stop  iier.  Thus  we  continued  until  they  had  come  nearly  half  way, 
when  my  boat  left  the  line  and  ran  in  to  the  shore — we  reverently  hoped 
to  sink.  All  the  rest  continued  the  fire,  but  there  was  one  remarkable 
circumstance:  though  the  air  was  full  of  their  projectiles,  smoke,  and 
noise,  not  one  man  was  hurt  at  our  batteries.  I am  unable  to  account 
for  so  remarkable  a circumstance,  except  that  our  always  prompt  and 
vigorous  firing  at  long  ranges  had  intimidated  them  and  destroyed  their 
capacity  to  take  aim. 

1 had  trained  the  rifle  during  the  three  preliminary  bombardments  so 
that  I could  strike  her  as  well  far  as  near.  Her  f ff’ect  was  apparently 
the  same,  as  far  as  we  learned  from  concurrent  and  undoubted  testi- 
mony while  prisoners.  She  penetrated  their  entire  length  whenever 
she  struck  that  way.  One  of  the  iron  plates,  penetrated  by  a rifle  ball, 
was  sent  from  Saint  Louis  (we  were  told  while  there  prisoners)  as  a curi- 
osity, on  to  Washington  City,  with  the  elongated  shell  which  penetrated  it. 

When  the  fleet  reached  the  blockade,  the  point  for  which  Captain 
Culbertson  had  arranged  the  sights  of  his  32-pounders,  he  joined  in  the 
cannonade  with  masterly  effect  and  ability.  The^ bombardment  was 
then  at  its  height ; all  our  guns  against  all  of  theirs.  This  was  the  first 
engagement  of  these  artillerists,  but  the  conduct  of  all  was  now  espe- 
cially heroic.  Coolness  and  deliberation  reigned  supreme,  increasing 
with  the  warmth  of  the  action.  Soon  the  guns  of  the  enemy,  one  after 
another,  ceased  firing,  until,  when  their  boats  came  to  within  250  yards 
of  the  batteries,  their  guns  had  ceased  almost  to  fire.  We  were  told 
afterwards  by  their  officers  that  they  could  not  get  their  men  to  remain 
longer  at  their  guns,  so  many  were  killed.  This  was  due  to  the  excel- 
lent practice  of  Captain  Culbertson,  whose  balls,  they  said,  never  failed 
to  enter  their  ports. 

We  were  busily  working  our  guns,  and  had  gone  so  far  as  to  conclude 
how  we  would  resist  them  when  they  landed  and  stormed  our  batteries, 
when  we  discovered  that  all  had  fallen  back  and  were  retreating — con- 
firmed by  loud  cheers  from  all  our  troops  in  view.  We  still  continued 
our  work  with  vigor,  when  we  noticed  the  three  right-hand  boats  run 
together,  evidently  to  support  their  middle  one.  This  afforded  us  a 
large  mark,  and  we  took  due  advantage  of  it.  Finally,  when  they  had 
fallen  down  about  1^  miles,  loud  cheering  arose  from  our  men  on  the 
surrounding  heights,  and  the  report  that  a boat  was  sinking  accompanied. 

It  was  a somber  evening,  growing  late  and  dark,  but  I finally  distin- 
guished, when  the  group  partially  separated,  a long,  black  object  nearly 
crosswise  the  river,  apparently  about  3 feet  out  of  the  water.  Unless 
it  was  a sinking  boat  I am  unable  to  account  for  its  appearance.  They 
were  soon  out  of  sight,  and  thus  the  bombardment  closed. 

We  afterwards  learned  in  the  North  that  General  Grant  and  Commo- 
dore Foote,  commanders  of  land  and  river  forces,  held  a council  of  war 
that  night  on  the  flag-ship,  in  which  the  latter  declined  any  further 
co-operation,  on  the  ground  that  his  fleet  was  completely  disabled.  This 
we  did  not  know,  but  set  to  work  that  night  to  prepare  for  them  on  the 
next  day  (Saturday).  I determined  to  try  to  sink  whatever  boats  should 
come  up  the  next  day.  For  this  purpose  the  artificers  were  set  to  work 
to  make  what  we  called  disparts — long,  triaugular  jneces  of  thick  plank, 
which,  placed  on  the  line  of  sight  and  lashed  on  the  pieces  with  cord, 
made  the  thickness  at  the  muzzle  equal  to  that  at  the  breech,  and  there- 
fore at  short  ranges  enabled  us  to  aim  exactly  at  the  object.  Ordnance- 
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Sergeant  Stone  then  filled  some  shells  with  melted  lead  to  give  them 
great  weight  and  strength,  and  on  the  next  day,  when  they  had  reached 
their  nearest  range,  we  intended  to  lash  on  our  disparts  and  fire  them 
at  great  depression,  so  as  to  go  through  their  hulks. 

No  boats,  however,  came  up  except  one  late  in  the  evening,  and, 
firing  at  her  with  the  rifle,  she  soon  got  out  of  sight.  This  was  Satur- 
day, and  the  day  on  which  General  Buckner’s  lines  were  i)enetrated. 
Finding  the  garrison  called  out  to  support  him  and  no  gunboats 
threatening,  I took  a detachment,  and,  with  Sergeant  Stone,  took  cliarge 
of  a small  siege  gun  on  the  infantry  fortifications  of  the  fort,  and  played 
on  the  enemy’s  land  forces  over  the  heads  of  our  troops,  with  what  effect 
we  could  not  tell. 

Lieutenant  Stankieuriz  was  firing  a siege  howitzer  from  another  sa- 
lient at  the  same  time,  and  apparently  with  good  eflect,  as  we  could  see 
his  shells  fall. 

Lieutenant  Fitzgerald,  of  my  company,  with  First  Lieutenant  Spark- 
man, are  most  gallant  officers;  also  Lieutenant  Bedford.  Captain  Cul- 
bertson, with  Captains  Beaumont,  Bid  well,  and  Graham,  and  their 
companies,  deserve  great  credit.  Captain  Culbertson  being  one  of  the 
best  officers  I have  ever  seen,  and  of  military  education. 

I must  not  omit  ti)  mention  a gallant  feat  performed  by  Sergt.  Pat- 
rick Cook  (since  died  in  prison  at  Chicago),  Corporal  Dockery,  Privates 
Johnson  and  Mays,  and  eight  or  ten  others  at  the  rifle.  In  the  midst  of 
the  bombardment  of  Friday  evening,  during  the  rapid  firing  of  this  gun, 
a ball  suddenly  stopped  about  half  way  down,  resisting  all  eflbrts  to  drive 
it  farther.  This  detachment  boldly  left  their  battery,  as  instructed, 
hunted  ui>  a long  log  just  fitting  the  bore,  all  mounted  the  i^arapet,  in 
the  height  of  the  bombardment,  and  drove  the  ball  home,  thus  saving 
the  gun  from  bursting  or  entire  disuse  for  the  time. 

We  were  so  busily  engaged  at  our  batteries  that  it  was  impossible  for 
us  to  know  much  of  what  took  place  in  other  parts  of  the  field. 

This  will  be  closed  with  the  remark  that  all  of  us  were  surrendered 
the  following  (Sunday)  morning  with  the  rest  of  the  troops. 

With  due  apology  for  whatever  of  improper  length,  want  of  taste,  &c., 
which  the  short  notice  given  me  to  prepare  the  above  has  allowed,  be- 
lieve me,  respectfully, 

E.  E.  EOSS, 
Captain  Maury  Artillery, 

To  His  Excellency  President  Davis. 


No.  78. 

Extracts*  from  report  of  the  special  committee  on  the  recent  military  dis- 
asters at  Forts  Henry  and  Honelson  and  the  evacuation  of  Nashville, 

Resolutions  creating  committee. 

Resolved^  That  a special  committee  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
military  disasters  at  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson  and  the  surrender  of 

*Tlie  reports  and  statements  of  Colonels  Baldwin  and  Brown,  General  Buckner, 
Major  Cheairs,  Colonel  Cook,  Major  Doss,  Colonel  Farquliarson,  General  Floyd, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Gilmer,  Colonels  Gregg,  Hanson,  and  Heinian,  General  Johnston, 
Colonel  Lillard,  Adjutant  McGinnis,  Colonel  Palmer,  General  Pillow,  and  Colonel 
Trousdale,  omitted  under  this  heading,  appear  either  among  the  reports  of  the  cajtt- 
ure  of  Fort  Henry,  the  siege  of  Fort  Donelson,  or  of  the  evacuation  of  Nashville,  &c. 
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Kasliville  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  to  report  the  result  of  their 
investigations  as  early  as  practicable. 

Resolved  (on  motion  of  Thomas  J.  Foster,  of  Alabama),  That  the 
special  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  late  military  disasters  at 
Forts  Henry  and  Donelson  and  the  surrender  of  Nashville  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy  be  also  instructed  to  investigate  the  causes  of  the 
surrender  of  Fort  Henry;  to  ascertain  by  whom  said  fort  was  located; 
whether  the  commanding  general  had  previously  examined  the  site  of 
said  fort;  whether  the  hills  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  were  prop- 
erly fortified,  or  whether  were  they  fortified  at  all;  and,  if  not,  wby  they 
were  not  fortified  at  the  time  when  labor  and  troops  from  Alabama  were 
dispatched  to  Fort  Henry  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved  (on  motion  of  Hon.  H.  0.  Burnett),  That  the  committee 
appointed  to  investigate  the  causes  of  our  recent  disasters  at  Forts  Henry 
and  Donelson,  &c.,  be  instructed  to  report  to  this  House  who  was  the 
senior  general  commanding  at  Fort  Donelson  during  the  engagements 
at  that  point;  who  was  second  in  command,  and  who  third  in  command; 
also  why  it  was  that  the  two  senior  generals  in  command  abandoned 
the  position,  leaving  the  junior  general  to  surrender;  also  to  report 
why  the  transports  then  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Donelson  were  not  used 
in  removing  our  forces  from  the  presence  of  an  ovtsrwhelming  foe. 

Special  report  on  the  surrender  of  Fort  Donelson^  <&c. 


Mr.  Foote,  on  leave,  reported  from  the  special  committee  appointed 
to  examine  into  the  surrender  of  Fort  Donelson,  &c.,  as  follows : 

The  special  committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  causes  of  the 
recent  military  disaster  at  Fort  Donelson,  and  into  the  circumstances 
connected  witli  the  surrender  of  the  city  of  Nashville  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy  (to  which  committee  various  other  collateral  matters  have 
been  subsequently  referred),  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have,  in  the 
performance  of  the  duties  assigned  them,  found  it  necessary  to  accumu- 
late a large  mass  of  testimony,  all  of  which  is  herewith  reported  to  this 
House  for  such  action  in  regard  to  the  same  as  shall  be  deemed  expe- 
dient. It  is  recommended  by  the  committee  that  the  House  do  cause 
said  testimony,  together  with  such  other  as  may  be  taken,  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  members. 

H.  S.  FOOTE, 

Chairman^  &c, 

THOS.  B.  HANLEY. 

THOS.  J.  FOSTEE. 

H.  W.  BRUOE. 

E.  BARKSDALE. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 


A true  copy.  Teste: 


H.  C.  MCLAUGHLIN, 

Qlerh, 


Message  of  the  President. 

Executive  Department,  April  1,  1862. 
To  the  Hon.  SpeaTcer  of  the  Rouse  of  Representatives  : 

Sir  : I herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a commu- 
nication from  the  Secretary  of  War,  affording,  as  far  as  practicable,  the 
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information  sought  by  the  ‘‘resolution  of  inquiry  adopted  by  the  House 
of  Eepresentatives  in  regard  to  the  disasters  at  Forts  Henry  and  Donel- 
son,^^  &c.,  and  replying  to  the  “additional  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Eepresentatives,”  adopted  March  31, 1862,  calling  for  the  official  response 
of  General  A.  S.  Johnston  to  the  interrogatories  propounded  to  him  in 
regard  to  those  subjects;  and  also  for  a copy  of  the  supplementary 
report  of  General  Pillow  in  regard  to  the  affair  at'  Fort  Donelson,  &c. 

JEFFEESON  DAVIS. 

[Inclosure.] 

War  Department,  0.  S A., 
Richmond^  Fa.,  March  31,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  answers,  prepared  by 
my  predecessor  in  office,  to  the  resolutions  of  inquiry  adopted  by  the 
House  of  Eepresentatives  in  regard  to  the  disasters  at  Forts  Henry  and 
Donelson,  &c. 

I have  just  had  the  honor  to  receive  a copy  of  the  additional  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  this  day  adopted,  calling  for  the 
official  response  of  General  Albert  S.  Johnston  to  the  interrogatories 
propounded  to  him  in  regard  to  those  subjects;  and  also  for  a copy  of 
the  supplementary  leport  of  General  Pillow  in  regard  to  the  affair  at 
Fort  Donelson,  &c.* 

I have  the  honor  to  reply  that  the  Department  is  informed  that  Gen- 
eral Johnston  is  engaged,  as  rapidly  as  the  circumstances  of  his  com- 
mand will  permit,  in  preparing  an  answer  to  these  inquiries,  and  it  is 
not  deemed  expedient  to  submit  General  Pillow’s  supplemental  report 
in  advance  of  the  other  military  documents  by  which  it  should  be  ac- 
companied. Only  a copy  of  this  report  has  been  submitted  to  the 
Department.  The  original  is  in  possession  of  General  Johnston,  and 
will  be  forwarded  by  him,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  in  connec- 
tion with  his  own  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  EANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War, 

His  Excellency  the  President. 

[Subinclosure.  J 

I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  answers  to  certain  inquiries 
of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  of  which  copies  were  furnished  to  this 
Department  on  the  11th  instant.  Much  delay  has  intervened  in  the  hope 
of  receiving  such  report  from  the  army  in  Tennessee  as  would  render 
it  possible  to  make  full  and  satisfactory  answer.  Some  of  these  reports 
are  still  delayed,  and  it  is  therefore  considered  due  to  the  House  to  give 
all  the  information  now  possessed  by  the  Department  and  to  add  here- 
after whatever  further  details  may  be  received.  The  inquiries  and 
answers  have  been  numbered  for  the  sake  of  convenience; 

1.  At  what  period  was  it  that  the  Confederate  forces  under  General 
Johnston  first  established  themselves  in  the  city  of  Bowling  Green  and 
what  was  our  force  at  that  time  and  within  the  period  of  a week  ? 

2.  What  was  the  force  of  the  enemy  at  that  period  between  Bowling 
Green  and  the  Ohio  Eiver  and  where  located  % 

General  Johnston  first  established  himself  with  the  Confederote  forces  at  Bowling 
Green  early  in  October;  the  precise  day  not  known. 

There  is  nothing  on  file  in  the  Department  showing  the  number  of  his  forces  and  those 

* See  his  report  of  March  14,  p.  285. 


404  OPERATIONS  IN  KY.,  TENN.^  N.  ALA.,  AND  S.  W.  VA.  [Chap.  xvn. 

of  the  enemy  at  that  period.  It  is,  however,  known  that  the  enemy’s  force  was  largely 
in  excess  of  that  of  General  Johnston. 

3.  What  prevented  General  Johnston  at  that  time  from  making  a 
forward  movement  towards  the  Ohio  Eiver?  Was  he  restrained  by 
instructions  from  the  War  Department  or  was  he  left  to  his  own  dis- 
cretion in  the  matter  ? 

The  cause  which  prevented  General  Johnston  from  making  a forward  movement  at 
that  time  towards  the  Ohio  River  was  thus  stated  by  him  in  a letter  of  October  22,  1S61 : 
“We  have  received  but  little  accession  to  our  ranks  since  the  Confederate  forces  crossed 
the  lire;  in  fact,  no  such  enthusiastic  demonstration  as  to  justify  any  movements  not 
warranted  by  our  ability  to  maintain  our  own  communications.”  General  Johnston 
was  left  to  his  own  discretion  in  all  his  military  movements,  and  was  never  at  any 
time  restrained  by  instructions  from  the  War  Department  from  moving  his  forces  in 
any  manner  he  deemed  advisable. 

4.  What  forces,  if  any,  were  sent  from  Bowling  Green  to  Fort  Donel- 
son  previous  to  the  first  battle  at  that  place  and  under  whose  command  ? 

5.  What  number  of  forces  did  General  Johnston  retain  at  Bowling 
Green  up  to  the  time  of  its  evacuation  ? 

G.  Did  General  Johnston  re-enforce  or  attempt  to  re-enforce  the  Con- 
federate army  at  Fort  Donelson  during  the  progress  of  the  conflicts  at 
that  place  ? 

To  these  inquiries  the  only  information  that  can  be  given  must  necessarily  be  derived 
from  the  official  report  of  General  Johnston,  which  has  been  called  for  but  not  yet 
received  at  the  Department.  It  will  be  submitted  as  soon  as  received. 

7.  Is  it  within  the  knowledge  of  the  War  Department  that  any  appli- 
cations were  made  by  the  commanders  of  our  forces  at  Fort  Donelson 
during  the  progress  of  the  conflicts  at  that  place  ? 

It  is  now  known  to  the  Department,  through  the  reports  of  Generals  Floyd  and 
Pillow  and  the  supplementary  rej)ort  of  General  Pillow,  that  no  such  applications  for 
re-eulorcements  were  made. 

8.  Was  General  Johnston  restrained  by  orders  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment from  sending  re- enforcements  or  was  he  left  to  his  own  discre- 
tion in  that  regard  ? 

No  orders  on  the  subject  were  issued  from  the  Department.  General  Johnston’s 
discretion  ou  the  subject  was  unrestrained. 

9.  What  means  of  transportation  had  General  Johnston  at  Bowling 
Green  to  enable  him  to  re  enforce  Fort  Donelson  during  the  contests, 
had  he  been  disposed  to  do  so  ? 

10.  When  were  the  fortifications  at  Forts  Donelson  and  Henry  con- 
structed and  in  what  mode  ^ 

11.  Was  there  any  military  reconnaissance  along  the  banks  of  the 
Cumberland  and  Tennessee  Eivers,  with  the  view  to  judicious  selections 
of  places  for  fortifications,  before  the  sites  for  Forts  Henry  and  Donel- 
son were  selected  ? 

On  these  subjects  nothing  is  recorded  in  the  books  of  the  War  Department. 

12.  Did  General  Johnston  fall  back  from  Bowling  Green  in  accord- 
ance with  instructions  from  the  War  Department  or  was  he  left  to  his 
own  discretion  in  the  matter  ? 

General  Johnston  received  no  instructions  from  the  War  Department  on  this  subject. 
He  acted  on  this,  as  on  all  other  questions  of  military  movements  and  operations,  in 
accordance  with  his  own  judgment.  He  counseled  with  Generals  Beauregard  and 
Hardee  before  withdrawing  from  Bowling  Green. 

13.  Why  was  Nashville  surrendered  to  the  enemy  ? 

14.  Did  General  Johnston  proceed  upon  his  own  discretion,  or  under 
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instructions  from  the  War  Department,  in  regard  to  the  act  of  surrender- 
ing that  city  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ^ 

The  reasons  for  evacuating  the  city  of  Nashville  are  given  by  General  Johnston  in 
his  letter  of  February  25,  of  which  a copy  is  hereto  annexed,  in  doing  this  he  acted 
on  his  own  judgment  and  without  instructions  from  the  War  Department. 

15.  When  General  Johnston,  about  October  1 last,  made  a call  upon 
several  of  the  States  of  the  Southwest,  including  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, for  large  numbers  of  troops,  why  was  that  call  revoked  Was  the 
act  of  revocation  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the  War  Department  or 
upon  his  own  judgment  merely  ? 

General  Johnston  received  no  orders  on  the  subject  from  the  War  Department ; hut 
in  a private  and  confidential  letter  to  him  he  was  informed  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
that  the  Government  did  not  approve  of  calling  for  unarmed  men  for  a less  period  than 
the  war ; that  the  Government  could  procure  unarmed  men  for  the  war  in  numbers  as 
large  as  it  could  supply  with  arms;  that  it  gave  the  preference  to  war’’  men  over 
“ twelve-months”  men  in  distributing  arms ; that  unarmed  twelve-months  men  were 
the  most  costly  and  least  useful  troops  that  could  be  called  for,  and  that  it  was  desir- 
able he  should  call  for  no  more  men  for  a less  period  than  three  years  or  the  war  un- 
less they  came  with  arms. 

10.  Has  the  Department  received  any  official  report  of  the  affair  at 
Forts  Henry  or  Donelson  or  touching  the  surrender  of  NTashville?  If 
so,  communicate  the  same. 

The  Department  has  already  communicated  all  the  reports  received  by  it  of  the 
above-mentioned  affairs,  except  a copy,  unofficially  communicated,  of  a supplementary 
report  of  General  Pillow  to  General  Johnston,  which  is  retained  until  the  original,  as 
well  as  other  reports,  are  received  from  General  Johnston,  so  that  the  whole  subject 
may  be  submitted  together.  The  only  report  of  the  surrender,  or  rather  the  evacua- 
tion, of  Nashville  is  contained  in  the  letter  of  General  A.  S.  Johnston  above  men- 
tioned, and  of  which  a copy  is  annexed.  It  is,  however,  known  to  the  Department 
that  General  Johnston  is  engaged  as  actively  as  the  exigencies  of  his  command  will 
permit  in  preparing  for  Congress  full  information  on  all  the  points  suggested  in  the 
above  inquiries,  and  it  is  hox3ed  that  the  report  will  be  received  at  a very  early  day. 


Letter  of  General  John  B.  Floyd  to  Chairman  of  Special  Committee, 

Abingdon,  Ya.,  March  i:5,  1862. 

Sir  : Just  as  I was  getting  ready  to  leave  Knoxville,  where  I had 
been  ordered  by  Major-General  Smith  to  assist  with  my  command  in 
the  defense  of  that  locality,  I received  your  letter,  sent  back  from  De- 
catur, whither  it  had  been  first  sent. 

I had  the  day  before  received  the  order  from  the  War  Department 
relieving  me  from  my  command,  and  a letter  preferring  certain  charges 
against  me,  for  which,  I suppose,  this  punishment  was  inflicted.  To 
these  charges  I was  required  to  answer,  which  I have  done ; and  as 
they  cover  the  points  of  inquiry  pending  before  your  honorable  com- 
mittee I have  thought  proper  to  send  you,  in  answer  to  your  inquiries, 
for  the  information  of  your  committee,  a copy  of  my  answer  to  the 
charges  of  the  War  Department.  The  delay  in  responding  to  these  in- 
quiries has  grown  out  of  my  failure  to  get  the  official  documents  requiring 
the  answer  until  within  a few  days  past. 

I regret  that  my  first  report  should  have  proved  so  unsatisfactory  to 
the  authorities  of  the  Confederacy.  It  was,  to  be  sure,  written  very 
hurriedly  in  my  tent  at  night,  after  a long  day’s  march,  and  after  the 
business  of  that  day  and  the  preparations  for  the  march  of  the  next  were 
completed.  But  I supposed  that  a simple  narrative  of  the  transactions 
which  led  through  the  terrible  and  most  sanguinary  fight  of  Fort  Don- 
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elson  to  the  painful  but  unavoidable  necessity  of  a small  force  yielding 
at  last  to  an  overwhelming  one  was  all  that  could  be  expected  ofQcially 
at  my  hands. 

If  I had  been  at  leisure  and  had  determined  to  go  into  a detailed 
statement  of  all  the  facts  and  incidents  within  my  knowledge  I should 
equally  have  failed  to  cover  the  points  raised  in  the  accusations  pre- 
ferred against  me  by  the  Department.  1 never  dreamed  for  a moment 
that  I had  done  anything  or  had  neglected  any  duty  for  which  in  my 
report  of  that  battle  I should  find  it  necessary  to  present  a defense 
against  grave  and  dishonoring  charges.  But  far  less  did  I suppose  it 
possible  that  I should  be  held  responsible  fot'  failing  to  defend  the  Cum- 
berland Eiver  and  the  capital  of  Tennessee  with  the  insignificant  means 
put  at  my  command  against  an  overwhelming  force  at  least  six  times 
my  own  in  numbers,  advancing  with  perfect  preparation  by  land  and 
water. 

It  ought  to  have  been  understood  that  this  fort  coidd  not  withstand 
the  force  which  the  enemy  were  certain  to  bring  against  it.  It  was  ill- 
conceived,  badly  executed,  and  still  worse  located,  with  only  thirteen 
guns  of  all  calibers,  the  greater  part  of  them  small,  and  therefore  use- 
less. It  had,  in  fact,  only  three  effective  guns,  and  an  important  por- 
tion of  its  defensive  works  was  not  commenced  until  the  enemy  had 
made  his  appearance  before  it  in  force.  It  was  to  sustain  a continued 
attack  from  the  gunboat  fleet,  known  for  months  to  have  been  preparing 
in  the  West  by  the  enemy  for  operations  against  our  Western  rivers, 
and  numbering  at  least  ten,  carrying  each  probably  sixteen  to  twenty 
guns  of  the  largest  caliber.  These  gunboats  were  to  be  seconded  by  a 
land  force,  drawn  from  an  army  in  the  West,  well  known  to  be  organ- 
ized on  the  most  formidable  scale,  amounting,  in  the  aggregate,  to 
200,000  men,  all  so  stationed  as  to  be  easily  concentrated  on  the  banks 
of  the  Cumberland  or  any  other  Western  river  in  the  space  of  one  week, 
heavy  columns  of  which,  at  the  time  I was  sent  to  Fort  Donelson,  were 
known  to  be  moving  upon  the  Cumberland  Eiver. 

The  naked  fort,  as  I have  described  it,  constituted  the  entire  prepa- 
ration of  the  Confederate  Government  for  meeting  the  advance  of  this 
most  formidable  array  up  the  Cumberland  Eiver.  The  little  intrench- 
ments  or  rifle  pits  around  the  encampments,  constructed  to  defend  our 
people  against  the  land  attack,  were  not  completed  until  the  morning 
of  February  13,  the  men  working  all  the  night  before  upon  them,  the 
enemy  having  appeared  in  force  and  begun  the  attack  on  the  preceding 
day. 

I have  caused  a diagram  of  the  fort  and  defenses  around  it  to  be  made, 
which  I append  to  this  communication.*  You  will  see  from  it  that  the 
river  bounded  our  position  entirely  on  the  north  and  the  encampment 
and  batteries  of  the  enemy  surrounded  us  on  every  other  side. 

Again  referring  you  particularly  to  my  supplemental  report  of  the 
20th  instant,  heretofore  forwarded  through  General  A.  S.  Johnston  to 
the  War  Department,  a copy  of  which  is  herewith  sent,t  as  containing 
minute  answers  to  the  points  of  inquiry  embraced  in  your  letter  to  me, 
I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier- General^  (7.  /S'.  Army, 

Hon.  Henry  S.  Foote, 

Chairman^  cffc..  House  of  Representatives, 


Not  found. 


t Seo  p.  270. 
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Statement  of  Capt  Jach  Davis ^ of  Texas, 

I was  in  the  different  battles  of  Fort  Donelson,  and  belonged  to  the 
oul.side  forces  5 was  captain  of  Company  E,  Colonel  Gregg’s  regiment 
Texas  volunteers.  I was  in  the  battles  of  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Sat- 
urday. Was  one  of  those  taken  prisoners,  but  made  my  escape  on 
Sunday  morning  on  a flat-boat  across  the  river  from  Dover.  To  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  we  were  surrendered  on  Sunday  morning  between  day- 
light and  sunup. 

Some  hours  before  daylight  we  were  aroused  from  our  slumber  (which, 
by  an  arrangement  of  alternation,  we  were  allowed  to  take)  by  the 
announcement  that  we  were  to  retreat  immediately.  In  pursuance  of 
this  announcement  we  immediately  took  to  our  line  of  march,  and  had 
advanced  some  distance  to  an  open  field,  when  a halt  was  ordered.  At 
this  order  the  men  became  much  dissatisfied.  It  was  exceedingly  cold 
and  uncomfortable.  We  remained  in  this  position  until  it  was  under- 
stood that  we  were  surrendered,  and  we  were  ordered  to  march  back  to 
our  quarters. 

Our  regiment  belonged  to  Brigadier-General  Clark’s  brigade,  stationed 
at  Hopkinsville,  Ky.  We  reached  Fort  Donelson,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  on  the  Monday  evening  preceding  the  battle ; were  in  ail 
the  conflicts  that  occurred  outside  the  fort.  The  great  body  of  the 
soldiers  behaved  with  gallantry  and  valor,  and  had  the  most  implicit 
confidence  in  the  generals,  which  I believe  the  generals  merited. 

The  enemy  commenced  the  regular  attack  on  Thursday  morning,  their 
infantry  assailing  us  on  the  right,  while  their  batteries  opened  on  our 
left.  We  had,  so  far  as  I am  able  to  form  an  opinion,  about  12,000  alto- 
gether, in  the  fort  and  outside.  The  whole  body  of  our  troops  was 
not  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Thursday,  reserves  having  been  kept  on  the 
left,  and,  I suppose,  also  in  the  fort  and  between  the  fort  and  our  in- 
trenchments.  I will  here  explain  what  I mean  by  intrenchments.  The3^ 
consisted  of  small  saplings,  with  which  that  country  abounds,  thrown 
lengthwise  along  the  outside  margin  of  ditches,  dug  some  5 feet  wide 
and  2 feet  deep,  the  dirt  having  been  thrown  upon  the  saplings,  and 
giving  us  a protection  of  about  5 feet.  These  ditches  extended  about  3 
miles  in  length,  the  whole  or  the  greater  part  of  the  work  haviug  been 
thrown  up  during  the  night  of  Wednesday,  some  slight  additions  and 
improvements  having  been  completed  on  Thursday  night. 

The  locality  was  most  judiciously  selected.  This  line  of  ditches  was 
so  constructed  that  it  afforded  a complete  protection  to  the  fort,  which 
was  situated  in  its  rear,  except  on  the  water  side,  the  fort  being  on  the 
bank  of  the  Cumberland  Eiver.  The  intantry  of  both  armies  mainly 
conducted  the  battle  on  Thursday,  the  heaviest  fighting  haviug  occurred 
on  our  right  wiug,  the  left  being  assailed  with  shot,  shell,  and  grape 
from  their  batteries.  Our  loss  on  the  right  wing,  from  the  best  informa- 
tion I could  obtain,  amounted  to  from  50  to  100  killed,  while  that  of  the 
enemy,  as  I was  informed,  was  not  less  than  from  400  to  500  killed  and 
wounded.  On  the  left  wing  our  loss  amounted  to  from  4 to  G killed. 

On  Thursday  night  I suppose  that  the  various  regiments  were  able,  by 
alternately  relieving  each  other,  to  obtain  some  partial  repose,  which 
was  facilitated  by  having  the  reserves  already  referred  to. 

On  Friday  morning  the  fight  was  renewed  about  8 or  9 o’clock,  the 
battle,  as  on  Thursday,  having  been  chieflj^  confined  to  our  right  wing, 
the  left  being  assailed  by  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters.  The  battle  con- 
tinued on  Friday  between  the  infantry  on  both  sides  until  about  noon, 
resulting  in  about  equal  loss  on  both  sides  with  that  of  the  preceding 
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day.  The  fighting  on  land  ceased  about  noon,  and  the  gunboats,  four 
in  number,  opened  upon  the  fort,  which  returned  the  fire,  resulting,  after 
a conflict  of  about  one  hour  and  a quarter,  in  but  little,  if  any,  damage 
to  the  fort,  while  all  but  one  of  the  gunboats  were  disabled.  I will  be 
more  particular : 

The  gunboats  commenced  the  assault  when  about  miles  from  the 
fort,  coming  up  four  abreast  and,  continuing  their  fire  until  they  were 
opposite  the  fort.  The  fort  kept  up  a regular  fire  with  guns  of  a smaller 
caliber,  evidently  reserving  the  heavy  guns  until  the  gunboats  were 
within  a distance  of  about  150  yards.  The  effect,  as  witnessed  by  our 
troops  and  by  the  citizens  who  had  gathered  on  the  hills  around  Dover, 
was  beyond  the  power  of  description.  After  having  received  a shot  from 
a 128-pounder  one  of  the  gunboats  rolled  towards  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
river,  silenced,  crippled,  and  apparently  unmanageable  j a second  soon 
shared  the  same  fate  5 a third  was  totally  disabled ; and  the  fourth,  turn- 
ing her  head,  took  to  a precipitate  flight  down  the  river.  The  excite- 
ment at  this  time  among  the  military  and  citizen  spectators  was  intense 
and  ahuost  wild,  the  latter  testifying  their  joy  by  tossing  their  hats  in 
the  air,  and  the  former  by  a general  huzza,  commencing  on  the  right 
wing  and  soon  caught  up  and  became  universal  along  the  entire  line. 

AVilh  the  exception  of  some  random  shots  from  both  sides  there  was 
no  further  fighting  on  that  evening.  On  that  night  we  received  orders 
to  cook  three  days^  provisions  and  be  ready  for  marching  the  next  morn- 
ing. We  did  not  know  whither  we  were  to  proceed,  but  we  supposed 
in  the  direction  of  Fort  Henry,  to  which  it  was  believed  the  enemy  were 
retreating. 

On  Saturday  morning  the  battle  was  renewed  about  sunrise,  com- 
mencing to-day  on  our  left.  At  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  we  were 
informed  that  we  were  to  attack  the  enemy.  This  I regarded  as  an  in- 
discreet though  a bold  movement,  as  we  did  not  know  the  force  of  the 
enemy  or  the  number  and  locality  of  his  batteries. 

Three  of  our  regiments  commenced  the  attack  on  the  enemy’s  right, 
and  the  fight  was  kept  up  until  they  commenced  retreating,  when  our 
batteries  were  brought  to  bear  upon  them.  We  pursued  them  over  a 
mile,  the  regiment  to  which  I belonged  having  been  relieved  and  afresh 
regiment  having  taken  our  place  in  the  pursuit.  From  the  movements 
of  the  enemy  this  morning  I became  convinced  that  when  we  can  get 
within  a hundred  yards  of  the  enemy  they  will  not  stand  either  a close 
fight  or  a charge.  The  result  of  to-day’s  fighting  was  much  more  disas- 
trous to  the  enemy  than  on  any  of  the  preceding  days,  their  loss  being  at 
least  three  to  one.  On  each  day  our  army  took  prisoners,  varying  in 
number. 

Another  result  of  to-day’s  battle  was  the  capture  by  our  troops  of 
eleven  or  more  pieces  of  artillery,  five  of  which  I know  of  myself;  the 
capture  of  the  others  I learned  from  good  authority  and  general  belief. 
This  battle  continued  until  between  11  and  12  o’clock,  the  enemy  at  this 
time  having  been  driven  over  a mile — perhaps  a mile  and  a half— along 
their  camp. 

Our  army  returned,  all  believing  that  we  had  gained  a signal  victory, 
but  later  in  the  day  the  fight  was  renewed  by  an  attack  of  the  enemy  on 
our  right  wing,  with  results  on  both  sides  more  disastrous  than  at  any 
previous  period  of  the  conflict.  The  disasters  on  our  side  were  attrib- 
uted to  the  fact  that,  for  some  cause  unknown  to  me,  a portion  of  our 
forces  left  their  intrenchments,  which  were  immediately  occupied  by  the 
enemy.  Our  greatest  loss  occurred  in  connection  with  a successful  and 
gallant  charge,  conducted  by  General  Buckner,  to  dislodge  the  enemy 
ilom  the  intrenchments. 
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As  to  the  subsequent  surrender  and  the  circumstances  connected  with 
it,  I have  no  personal  knowledge.  We  went  to  rest  sui)posing  ourselves 
completely  victorious,  but  I was  informed  by  several  persons,  especially 
by  some  prisoners,  that  on  that  night  as  well  as  on  the  night  previous 
the  enemy  were  re-enforced  to  an  extent  that  increased  their  army  to 

80.000  men.  Meanwhile  we  received  no  re-enforcements,  althougli  we 
had  betn  led  to  believe  that  they  were  on  their  way  to  our  relief  from 
Bowling  Green. 

I have  already  referred  to  our  movem  ents  on  Saturday  morning.  When 
the  intelligence  of  our  surrender  was  communicated  to  the  troops  there 
was  a general  feeling  of  indignation,  mingled  with  surprise,  among  all. 
The  men  were  frantic  to  be  permitted  to  tight  their  way  out.  It  is  my 
firm  belief  and  the  general  impression  that  had  a re-enforcement  of 

10.000  men  reached  us  on  Sunday  morning  we  could  have  held  out  and 
secured  a decisive  victory. 

Interrogatory  by  H.  S.  Foote.  Had  the  steamer  or  steamers  that  were 
employed  in  taking  off  General  Floyd  and  his  command  been  employed 
in  removing  our  men  and  munitions  of  war  on  Saturday  night,  could 
they  have  done  so  *? 

Answer.  Yes ; two  boats  could  have  taken  the  men  and  munitions  of 
war  in  two  hours.  The  enemy  did  not  come  within  gunshot  distance 
of  the  fort  until  after  the  surrender.  Had  some  5,000  men  been  kept  in 
The  intrench ments  even  on  Sunday  morning,  we  could  have  transferred 
across  the  river  10,000  men. 

JACK  HAYIS, 

Ca;ptain  Co.  Col.  John  Gregg’s  Regiment  Texas  Volunteers. 


Statement  of  Lieut.  Col.  Milton  A.  Haynes. 

Eichmond,  Ya.,  March  24,  1862. 

Sir  : In  answer  to  the  order  of  your  committee,  requiring  me  to  report 
the  facts  connected  with  the  defense  and  fall  of  Fort  Donelsbn,  I have 
the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  January  15  last  1 was  ordered  by  Major- 
General  Polk  to  proceed  at  once  from  Columbus,  Ky.,  to  Forts  Henry 
and  Honelson,  to  take  charge  of  the  artillery  forces  at  those  points. 

The  next  day  I reported  in  person  to  Brigadier-General  Tilghman 
at  Fort  Henry,  and  by  his  order  was  appointed  chief  of  artillery  of  the 
Fourth  Division,  and  directed  to  Fort  Donelson,  to  take  charge  of  the 
artillery  there,  he  saying  that  for  the  present  he  would  attend  to  Fort 
Henry. 

That  same  day  I proceeded  to  Donelson  and  at  once  entered  upon 
my  duty.  There  was  but  one  artillery  company  (Captain  Maney’s  light 
battery)  there;  but  two  volunteer  infantry  companies,  under  Captains 
Beaumont  and  Bidwell,  had  been  detailed  to  man  the  heavy  guns ; but 
they  had  been  but  slightly  and  imperfectly  trained,  and  Captain  Bid- 
welks  not  at  all.  I at  once  organized  these  three  companies  into  a 
battalion  and  placed  them  under  daily  instruction.  I telegraphed  to 
General  Polk  for  officers  of  artillery  to  act  as  instructors,  and  he  sent 
to  me  for  duty  Lieutenants  Martin  and  McDaniel,  who  drilled  the  men 
daily  at  the  heavy  guns,  and  they  were,  under  my  own  eye,  taught  to 
fire  their  guns  at  targets  1,000,  1,500,  and  2,000  yards,  and  the  eleva- 
tion for  particular  range  explained  and  taught  to  them.  Every  man  in 
the  battalion  of  artillery,  nearly  300,  who  was  fit  for  duty,  was  required 
to  labor  in  mounting  the  guns,  repairing  and  finishing  the  merlons, 
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embrasures,  and  platforms.  A new  bomb-proof  magazine,  near  the 
main  battery,  ap])roaclied  by  a bomb-proof  covered  way  of  capacity  suf- 
ficient to  bold  100  rounds  for  ten  guns,  was  rapidly  constructed,  under 
the  direction  of  Captain  Beaumont,  and  Lieut.  H.  S.  Bedford,  acting 
adjutant  of  the  battalion. 

Capt.  J.  P.  Shuster,  wlio  had  reported  to  me  for  duty  b^^  order  of 
General  A.  S.  Johnston,  was  appointed  chief  of  the  battalion,  and  under 
his  direction  the  ammunition  and  stores  necessary  for  ten  guns  were 
arranged  in  the  magazine,  with  matches,  port-fires,  lanterns,  &c.  The 
men  were  divided  into  detachments  of  15  to  a gun,  with  supernumer- 
aries to  each,  and  each  detachment  assigned  under  its  chief  to  its  gun 
and  each  man  to  his  place  at  the  gun,  and  their  duties  explained  to 
them  in  case  of  an  attack  by  day  or  night. 

By  February  10  we  had  our  batteries  finished  and  ten  32-pounder 
guns  mounted,  and  there  were  only  two  other  guns  not  mounted — the 
columbiad  and  rifled  guns. 

The  10-inch  columbiad  was  mounted  about  January  25,  but  upon 
firing  it  the  shock  threw  it  back  against  the  hurters,  an(l  the  recoil 
threw  the  chassis  off  the  pintle,  and  the  counter-shock  threw  the  muz- 
zle of  the  gun  so  violently  against  the  transom  bar  as  to  injure  the 
carriage.  In  this  condition  (like  the  one  at  Fort  Henry)  it  was  u.-eless. 
I therefore  dismounted  it,  remodeled  the  platform,  and  sent  an  officer 
to  the  rolling-mill  and  had  new  rear  traverse  wheels  cast  4 inches 
greater  in  diameter.  These  wheels  were  cast  and  sent  to  us  only  in 
time  to  enable  us  to  remount  this  imi)ortant  gun.  With  its  new  wheels 
it  worked  like  a charm. 

The  rilled  gun,  throwing  a conical  shell  of  128  pounds,  was  sent  to  us 
about  February  1 from  Kashville,  but  neither  pintle  nor  i^int’e  plate 
(without  which  it  could  not  be  mounted)  was  sent  with  it.  I at  once 
sent  Lieut.  G.  T.  Moorman,  of  the  artillery,  to  NTashville,  to  procure 
these  and  other  fixtures  necessary  for  this  and  other  guns,  and  we  only 
obtain<M  these  indispensable  fixtures  two  days  before  the  fight,  and 
scarcely  in  time  to  mount  this  gun.  It  was,  however,  successfully 
mounted  on  the  11th. 

Our  batteries,  being  now  in  ordei*,  were  manned  and  commanded  as 
follows : Captain  Beaumont’s  company  at  the  five  32-pounders  next  the 
river;  Captain  Bidwell’s  company,  with  the  other  four  guns,  to  the  left, 
including  the  10-inch  columbiad;  each  with  several  lieutenants,  all 
under  the  eye  of  Captain  Shuster,  commander  of  battalion;  Captain 
Dixon,  engineer,  and  Lieut.  Jacob  Culbertson,  C.  S.  Army,  on  special 
duty  with  me.  Captain  Boss  (just  arrived  from  Hopkinsville),  having 
given  up  his  light  battery,  with  his  men  took  charge  of  the  half-moon 
battery,  composed  of  the  rifled  gun  and  two  ship  carronades,  furnishing 
a detachment,  under  Lieutenant  Stankieuriz  (Captain  Taylor’s  com- 
pany), to  man  the  8-inch  howitzer  and  the  two  9-pounder  nondescripts. 
Captain  Maney’s  light  battery  took  post  on  the  left  of  the  rifle  trenches, 
in  General  Pillow’s  division,  and  was  not  under  my  further  charge. 
The  light  battery  and  horses  of  Ca])tain  Boss’  company  were  placed 
under  Lieutenant  Parker,  with  a volunteer  infantry  company  to  man 
them,  and  stationed  at  the  grave-yard,  above  Dover. 

On  the  12th  (Wednesday)  the  gunboats  made  their  approach,  but  did 
not  venture  within  the  range  of  our  guns ; but  early  the  next  morning, 
a vigorous  attack  having  been  made  upon  our  whole  line  by  the  enemy, 
the  gunboats  opened  a spirited  fire  upon  our  batteries,  throwing  during 
the  forenoon  about  150  shot  and  shells  from  large  rifle  and  smooth-bore 
guns.  Their  fire  was  returned  with  spirit  by  our  guns,  a shot  piercing 
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one  at  her  water  line  and  compelling  it  to  fall  back.  Unfortunately  a 
single  rifle  shell  from  one  of  the  enemy^s  guns  dismounted  one  of  our 
32-pouuder  guns,  instantly  killing  the  brave  Captain  Dixon,  disabling 
for  the  time  Captain  Shuster,  and  killing  and  wounding  several  pri- 
vates. I immediately  placed  Ijieutenant  (acting  captain)  Culbertson  in 
charge  of  the  10-gun  batteiy,  and  took  my  post  at  the  river  battery, 
although  not  able  to  walk  without  crutches,  and  then  only  with  great 
pain. 

In  the  afternoon,  our  army  being  hotly  engaged  along  our  whole  line, 
the  gunboats  renewed  the  attack,  keeping  up  a continual  discharge  of 
shot  and  shells,  without,  however,  doing  much  damage.  Our  own  Are 
was  carefully  withheld,  in  order  to  draw  the  boats  nearer  to  us,  and,  as 
was  expected,  they  soon  ventured  within  range.  A few  well-directed 
shots  from  our  rifled  gun  and  columbiad  soon  drove  them  back,  one 
of  their  boats  being,  as  I learned  that  night,  with  difficulty  kept  from 
sinking.  At  the  close  of  the  day  the  contest  by  land  and  water  ceased, 
and  our  batteries  were  visited  by  Generals  Floyd  and  Pillow,  and  our 
artillerists  complimented  hy  them.  General  Floyd  ordering  the  dis- 
mantled gun  to  be  that  night,  if  possible,  remounted.  Upon  an  inspec- 
tion made  by  Major  Gilmer,  of  the  Engineers,  and  myself,  I ordered  a 
detail  of  12  artificers  and  carpenters  for  that  purpose. 

On  the  next  day  the  increased  pain  and  inflammation  of  my  wound 
rendered  it  impossible  for  me  to  remain  longer  at  the  batteries,  and  the 
next  day  I was,  by  direction  of  Surgeon  Williams,  i^laced  on  board  a 
steamer,  with  the  wounded,  to  be  sent  up  the  river. 

During  my  service  at  Fort  Donelson,  both  before  and  in  the  engage- 
ment at  that  iflace,  I was  under  obligations  to  Acting  Adjt.  W.  W.  Foote, 
(a  boy  only  sixteen  years  old),  and  to  Lieut.  H.  S.  Bedford,  adjutant  of 
artillery  battalion,  for  the  prompt  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  arduous 
and  dangerous  duties  which  they  had  to  perform. 

I cannot  close  this  statement  of  the  brief  and  humble  part  which  I 
performed  in  preparing  and  maintaining  the  defenses  of  Fort  Donelson 
without  expressing  my  particular  obligations  to  Lieut.  J.  Culbertson,  of 
the  O.  S.  Army,  on  special  duty,  and  Lieutenants  Bedford  and  Cobb,  of 
the  Ordnance  Department,  for  the'  zeal  and  energy  displayed  by  them 
in  superintending  the  work  at  the  batteries  and  valuable  services  dur- 
ing the  engagement,  in  all  of  which  they  were  greatly  assisted  by  Capt. 
T.  W.  Beaumont  and  his  subalterns ; nor  to  Lieutenants  Martin  and 
McDaniel,  of  the  Tennessee  Corps  of  Artillery,  for  their  untiring  energy 
in  imparting  instructions  to  the  battalion  of  artillery  under  my  com- 
mand ; nor  can  too  much  be  said  in  praise  of  the  volunteer  infantry, 
who,  after  three  or  four  weeks’  instruction,  in  the  midst  of  toil  and  labor, 
both  day  and  night,  acquired  such  skill  in  the  management  of  their  guns 
as  to  be  able  to  maintain  successfully  a four  days’  cannonade  against  a 
flotilla  of  guDboats  carrying  twice  as  many  and  better  guns  than  theirs, 
cr  ppling  at  least  five  of  them,  and  compelling  their  flag-officer,  Foote 
(himself  wounded),  to  withdraw  his  fleet  entirely  from  the  hopeless 
effort  to  pass  their  batteries  5 nor  in  this  meed  of  praise  should  the  gal- 
lant Captain  Boss  and  Lieutenant  Stankieuriz  (both  old  artillery  officers), 
with  their  subalterns  and  privates,  be  forgotten. 

Our  success  was  greatly  due  to  the  admirable  position  of  our  guns, 
rising  gradually  from  the  river  to  an  elevation  of  50  feet,  thus  afibrdiug 
a plunging  fire,  and  from  the  narrowness  of  the  river  (only  500  feet 
wide)  enabling  us  to  throw  our  balls  into  the  holds  of  the  boats  and 
cripple  tlieir  machinery. 

I may  here  add,  from  information  derived  from  some  of  the  parties, 
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that  on  Saturday  night  Captain  Bidwell  and  one  private  of  artillery, 
Lieutenant  Bnrt  and  ahont  40  men,  and  all  the  horses  of  Captain  Por- 
ter’s light  battery  and  Colonel  Forrest’s  regiment  of  cavalry  and  many 
stragglers  from  various  corps,  made  good  their  retreat  without  meeting 
any  obstruction  from  the  enemy. 

In  justice  to  myself,  as  I was  in  charge  of  the  artillery  for  a short 
time  at  Fort  Douelson,  I ought  to  add  that  I had  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  the  exterior  defenses  of  the  place,  which  were  arranged  under 
the  direction  of  the  commanding  general  and  engineers. 

In  my  opinion  the  site  itself  was  the  most  unfortunate — first,  because 
the  space  inclosed  by  the  trenches  formed  a cul-de-sac,  divided  in  the 
middle  by  a sheet  of  backwater,  thus  rendering  communication  between 
the  wings  of  our  army  difficult  and  hazardous  ; second,  because  the  area 
inclosed,  though  strong  itself,  was  surrounded  at  a distance  of  from  800 
to  1,200  yards  by  a range  of  hills  higher  than  those  occupied  by  us,  thus 
affording  a commanding  position  (eagerly  seized  by  the  enemy)  for  their 
batteries  of  rifled  guns,  from  which  they  could  reach  every  i)oint  within 
our  lines. 

Hence  the  utmost  courage  and  endurance  could  not  and  did  not  avail 
to  save  us  from  disaster;  but  the  deeds  of  daring  performed  by  our  army 
will  form  the  brightest  picture  in  the  pages  of  our  history  and  render 
the  names  of  the  heroes  who  fell  on  Dover’s  blood-stained  hills  immortal. 

Eespectfully, 

MILTOIS^  A.  HAYNES, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Chief  of  Corps  of  Tennessee  Artillery. 


Major  MunforWs  answers  to  interrogatories  of  Special  Committee.* 

Answer  1st.  General  Johnston  did  not  take  command  in  person  at 
Bowling  Green  till  October  28, 1861.  He  arrived  there  on  the  14th,  and 
General  Buckner  remained  in  command  till  the  28th. 

Answer  2d.  The  force  under  Buckner  when  General  Johnston  arrived 
was  a fraction  under  6,000,  and  vrere  being  re-euforced  by  Major-Gen- 
eral Hardee’s  division,  of  about  5,000,  and  Colonel  Terry’s  regiment  of 
Texas  Bangers,  about  1,000,  making  the  force  before  General  Johnston 
took  immediate  command  within  a fraction  of  12,000.  I have  not  the 
means  of  stating  the  weekly  increase.  Disease  fell  upon  the  army,  par- 
ticularly measles,  both  at  Bowling  Green  and  at  the  different  rendez- 
vous for  fresh  enlistments  which  had  not  been  turned  over  to  the  Con- 
federacy. It  was  a terrible  scourge,  and  the  ranks  were  so  thinned 
that  on  the  last  of  November  our  effective  force  was  estimated  at  12,500, 
showing  no  material  increase  for  more  than  a month. 

Answer  3d.  I do  not  know.  General  Buckner  took  possession  of 
Bowling  Green  on  September  17  with  about  4,000  troops.  I have  heard, 
and  believe  it  to  be  true,  that  as  Buckner  moved  in  on  one  side  of  Ken- 
tucky Eousseau  moved  in  on  the  other.  Eousseau’s  force,  or  the  num- 
ber of  Home  Guards,  who  were  regarded  as  equally  hostile  to  us,  I do 
not  know,  nor  have  I heard.  This,  however,  is  true : that  on  October 
4 General  Buckner  dispatched  to  General  Johnston  at  Columbus  that 
the  enemy,  13,000  or  14,000  strong,  were  advancing  uj)on  him ; that  his 
own  (Buckner’s)  force  was  “less  than  6,000,”  and  asked  for  re-enforce- 
ments. 

It  was  this  dispatch  which  led  to  re-enforcing  Bowling  Green  as 
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promptly  as  jiossible  with  Hardee’s  division  and  Texas  cavalry.  Stan- 
ton’s regiment,  from  Overton  County,  was  also  ordered  to  that  place, 
hut  in  consequence  of  depredations  of  Home  Guards  had  to  he  sent  hack 
to  repress  them.  Another  regiment  was  also  ordered  to  Bowling  Green, 
hut,  as  now  rememhered,  was  not  carried  forward  because  it  was  un- 
armed and  there  were  no  arms  to  give  them.  The  more  rapid  advance 
of  the  enemy  had  been  checked  by  burning  the  bridge  over  Bolling 
Fork. 

Answer  4th.  I have  heard  General  Johnston  assign  many  reasons  for 
not  ordering  General  Buckner  to  advance  in  the  first  instance  to  Mul- 
draugh’s  Hill.  He  regarded  that  position  as  unsuited  for  a base  of  mili- 
tary operations  and  as  possessing  but  slight  strategic  importance.  It 
was  beyond  the  Green  Biv^er,  the  navigability  of  wBich  had  to  be  de- 
stroyed to  prevent  the  enemy  from  moving  by  water  from  Paducah, 
Cairo,  and  other  points  in  Buckner’s  rear.  With  that  navigable  stream 
open,  they  could  transport  upon  it  not  only  troops,  but  the  heaviest  ord- 
nance and  other  munitions  of  war,  and  effectually  cut  Buckner’s  line  of 
communication  with  Tennessee  and  the  South,  whence  his  supplies  of 
men  and  munitions  must  be  drawn.  Buckner’s  force  was  small  (about 
4,000);  his  troops  were  fresh,  most  of  them  illy  armed  and  many  illy  dis- 
ciplined; their  general  appointments  for  a campaign  defective;  and,  be- 
ing wholly  without  transportation,  they  would  have  been  tied  down  to 
the  railroad. 

The  line  of  Barren  Biver,  however,  on  which  Bowling  Green  is,  he  re- 
garded as  a good  base  of  operations,  the  advance  column  occupying  the 
country  to  the  Green  Biver,  and  Bowling  Green  being  in  supporting  dis- 
tance from  Tennessee,  from  and  through  which  supplies  and  re-enforce- 
ments must  come  if  unexpectedly  the  Kentuckians  failed  to  rush  to  Buck- 
ner’s standard  at  his  approach.  He  regarded  it  as  necessary  to  hold 
Bowling  Green,  not  only  till  the  navigability  of  the  Green  Biver  was  de- 
stroyed, but  to  maUe  it  a depot  of  supplies.  He  also  thought  it  should 
be  fortified,  that  it  might  be  garrisoned  and  held  by  as  small  a force  as 
possible,  to  increase  thereby  the  numbers  for  the  field.  If  a superior 
force  should  advance  on  that  position  by  being  fortified,  compensation 
would  be  had  for  disparity  of  numbers. 

Answer  5th.  As  nearly  as  I can  ascertain,  between  3,000  and  4,000,  the 
balance  of  his  force  being  distributed  along  the  turniiike  on  the  march 
to  Kashville. 

General  Johnston  had  ordered  on  Friday,  before  the  conflicts  at  Hon- 
elson,  that  preparations  be  made  to  evacuate  Bowling  Green.  The  army 
began  the  march  on  Tuesday,  and  the  troops  remaining  were  engaged  in 
removing  Government  stores  by  the  railroad.  They  were  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brigadier-General  Hindman,  and  detained  for  that  purpose. 

Answer  6th.  For  the  troops  along  the  turnpike,  none.  They  would 
have  been  compelled  to  march.  For  those  at  Bowling  Green,  who  were 
still  engaged  in  removing  the  stores,  the  engines  and  cars  on  hand ; what 
number  of  either  I do  not  know.  The  railroad  runs  to  Clarksville ; 
steamers  thence  to  Donelson. 

Answer  7th.  See  Ko.  5. 

Answer  8th.  I do  not  know  nor  have  I the  means  of  ascertaining. 

Answers  9th  and  10th.  I do  not  believe  re-enforcements  were  asked  of 
General  Johnston  by  either  General  Floyd,  Pillow,  or  Buckner,  or  any 
other  commander  there  during  those  conflicts.  I had  access  to  the  dis- 
patches ; think  I read  every  one.  I never  saw  such  a request,  except 
when  I heard  it  reported  in  Bichmond  that  General  Johnston  had  been 
asked  by  the  generals  at  Donelson.  1 thought  it  a mistake  then,  and  as 
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no  member  of  this  staff  ever  saw  such  a dispatch,  I am  confirmed  in  that 
impression.  The  generals  at  Bonelson  can  settle  it,  and  I entertain  no 
doubt  that  they  will  all  assert  that  no  re-enforcements  were  asked  for, 
as  they  knew  how  much  the  command  had  been  weakened  by  sending 
Floyd’s  and  Buckner’s  forces  to  that  place,  and  how  greatly  larger  was 
the  enemy’s  forces  pressing  on  his  rear,  as  well  as  the  fact  that  General 
Johnston’s  troops  were  on  their  march  between  Bowling  Green  and 
Nashville  and  could  not  get  there  in  time  to  do  any  good. 

And  further  I say  not. 

ED.  W.  MUNFOED. 

Extract  from  letter  of  Major  Munford  to  committee^  covering  the  foregoing. 

Sir  : With  this  note  be  pleased  to  receive  answers  to  the  interroga- 
tories propounded  tome  by  yourself  as  the  chairman  of  the  special  com- 
mittee of  the  House.  They  have  been  prepared  from  the  records,  from 
my  own  memory  of  facts,  and  from  such  other  sources  of  information  as 
I knew  to  be  reliable,  and  are  sent  with  the  hope  that  both  you  and  the 
committee  may  be  somewhat  assisted  by  them  in  arriving  at  the  truth. 
# * * * * » # 

ED.  W.  MUNFOED. 

Hon.  Henry  S.  Foote,  &c. 


Testimony  of  Col,  John  McCausland  and  Capt,  F,  P,  Turner, 

The  following  are  the  questions  propounded  to  Col.  John  McCausland, 
of  the  Thirty-sixth  Eegiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  and  Capt.  F.  P.  Tur- 
ner, Company  G,  Thirty-sixth  Eegiment  Virginia  Volunteers : 

1st.  How  long  had  you  been  serving  in  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen. 
John  B.  Floyd  prior  to  the  surrender  of  Fort  Donelson*? 

Answer  by  Colonel  McCausland.  I have  been  serving  in  that  brigade  from  August 
last  until  after  the  surrender  of  the  fort  in  question. 

2d.  Were  you  with  your  regiment  in  the  contest  at  Fort  Donelson 
which  resulted  in  its  surrender  by  the  Confederate  troops  ? 

Answer  by  the  same.  I was. 

3d.  Was  the  array,  in  your  opinion,  in  such  a condition  on  Saturday 
morning  preceding  the  surrender  of  Donelson  on  Sunday  morning  as  to 
have  rendered  it  possible  to  enable  it  to  cut  its  way  through  the  enemy’s 
lines  and  make  its  escape  without  a surrender  5 and,  if  so,  what,  in  your 
judgment,  must  have  been  the  loss  by  such  an  effort,  whether  successful 
or  unsuccessful  ? 

Auswer  by  the  same.  I do  not  think  it  would  have  been  possible  for  our  troops  to 
have  cut  their  way  through  the  enemy’s  lines.  An  attempt  would  certainly  have  re- 
sulted in  the  loss  of  one-half  of  our  entire  army,  including  the  whole  baggage,  army 
' supplies,  and  artillery, 

4th.  When  did  the  steamboats,  upon  which  General  Floyd  and  a por- 
tion of  his  command  escaped  from  Donelson,  arrive  at  that  point  % 

Answer  by  the  same.  They  did  not  arrive  until  Sunday  morning  about  daylight, 
and  when  they  did  arrive  they  were  loaded — one  with  corn  and  the  other  with  ammu- 
nition and  provisions,  brought  for  immediate  use. 

JOHN  McCausland, 

Colonel  Thirty-sixth  Virginia  Regiment 
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The  sarae  questioDS  being  propounded  to  Captain  Turner,  be  says  he 
concurs  in  the  responses  made  by  Colonel  McCausland,  and  adopts  his 
statements  above  as  his  to  the  same  questions. 

r.  P.  TURNER, 

Captain  Company  G,  Thirty-sixth  Virginia  Regiment, 


Interrogatories  propounded  to  Colonel  Bussell. 

1st.  How  long  was  your  regiment  a part  of  General  Floyd’s  brigade? 

2d.  What  was  the  number  of  your  regiment  at  Fort  Donelson  in  the 
battle  which  led  to  the  surrender  ? 

3d.  How  many  were  absent  on  furlough,  sick  leave,  and  otherwise, 
and  where  were  they  ? 

4th.  How  many  escaped  with  General  Floyd  from  the  surrender? 

5th.  How  many  escaped  after  the  surrender  who  were  on  the  field  of 
battle  and  what  means  were  open  to  them  of  effecting  their  escape  ? 

6th.  Where  was  your  regiment  when  the  other  portion  of  General 
Floyd’s  brigade  escaped  and  what  were  they  engaged  in  doing? 

7th.  Why  did  they  occupy  the  position  assigned  them? 

8th.  How  wide  is  the  backwater  of  the  slough  over  which  the  men 
of  your  regiment  escaped  ? Did  your  son  and  others  make  their  escape 
across  that  water?  Relate  the  circumstances  of  their  escape. 

9th.  Was  that  portion  of  your  regiment  on  duty  wholly  left  at  Don- 
elson or  not? 

10th.  State  any  other  facts  you  know  or  have  learned  bearing  upon 
the  case. 

Answers  of  Col.  Daniel  B.  Bussell  to  questions  propounded  hy  Special  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Answer  to  1st  interrogation.  My  regiment  joined  General  Floyd  about 
September  25,  1861,  and  was  with  him  about  five  months. 

Answer  to  2d.  A memorandum  from  my  adjutant,  sent  to  me,  shows 
an  aggregate,  on  February  13,  of  552. 

Answer  to  3d.  I cannot  answer  accurately  without  my  regimental 
books.  The  aggregate  of  the  regiment  was  something  over  800 j thus 
the  number  absent  would  be  about  250.  Some  were  at  their  homes  sick 
and  on  furlough ) some  at  Nashville,  Clarksville,  and  elsewhere  in  hos- 
pitals, and  some  on  detached  service  at  Cumberland  City  and  elsewhere, 
teamsters,  &c. 

Answer  to  4th.  I have  been  able  to  hear  of  but  one  man  (him  I saw), 
by  name  Henry  Williford.  After  the  boat  pushed  off  he  says  he  jumped 
into  the  water  and  clambered  over  the  guards  of  the  boat.  It  is  possi- 
ble some  wounded  went  up  with  General  Floyd.  The  boat  used  by  Gen- 
eral Floyd  was  the  General  Anderson. 

Answer  to  5th.  I do  not  know  certainly.  I have  seen  5 men,  com- 
municated with  others,  and  suppose,  from  all  I can  learn,  about  25. 
Their  means  of  escape  were  rafts  to  cross  the  river  or  skiffs,  or  to  wade 
through  a sheet  of  backwater  in  the  rear  and  left  of  the  army. 

Answer  to  6th.  I do  not  know,  except  from  narration  of  those  who 
were  in  the  field,  officers  and  others,  who  say  they  were  drawn  up  in 
military  order  on  the  bank  of  the  river  near  where  the  Anderson  backed, 
and  that  they  were  guarding  the  gangways  to  the  boat,  to  secure  order 
in  embarking  the  trooi)s.  My  regiment,  in  the  march  from  Clarksville, 
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was  the  left  and  rear  of  Floyd^s  brigade,  and  I suppose  was  still  in  that 
position,  and  hence  would  be  last  to  embark,  unless  the  order  of  march 
was  reversed. 

Answer  to  7th.  I have  never  seen  the  slough,  but  have  been  told  by 
persons  who  waded  through  it  on  Sunday  morning  that  it  was  about  50 
yards  wide.  My  son  made  his  escape  with  Adjutant  Couper  and  Lieu- 
tenant Conway  atster  they  were  ordered  to  stack  arms.  They  waded 
the  slough,  which  my  son  says  was  about  breast-high  to  him,  and  then 
they  marched,  without  encountering  the  enemy,  to  the  railroad,  reach- 
ing it  at  Columbia,  Tenn. 

Answer  to  8th.  I have  heard  of  no  one  who  was  not  left  that  was  on 
duty  on  the  field.  Williford  made  his  escape,  as  stated  above,  after  the 
boat  left. 

DAK  E.  EUSSELL, 
Colonel  Ticentieth  Mississippi  Regiment 


FEBRUARY  13.  1862. — Skirmish  near  Fort  Heiman,  Ky. 

Report  of  Lieut  Col.  J.  IT.  Miller,  First  Battalion  Mississippi  Cavalry. 

Camp  Porter,  Paris,  February  14,  1862. 

Having  learned  that  the  enemy  were  committing  terrible  depredations 
on  the  citizens  between  Concord  and  Fort  Heiman,  I took  on  yesterday 
two  battalions.  Hill’s  and  Herndon’s,  and  proceeded  to  that  neighbor- 
hood, intending  to  strike  the  road  leading  to  those  points  about  midway, 
and  thus  cut  off  any  detachments  that  might  have  been  sent  off  towards 
Concord.  1 entered  the  road  about  4 miles  from  the  fort,  but  found  by 
my  advance  guards  that  their  pickets  were  near  us,  and  in  a few  mo- 
ments observed  the  enemy  throwing  out  skirmishers.  I took  a position 
with  my  force,  but  the  ground  being  exceedingly  broken  and  hilly,  unfit 
for  cavalry,  I fell  back  to  the  west,  to  find  ground  upon  which  we  could 
operate. 

I soon  learned  that  the  enemy  had  learned  of  our  coming  and  had  a 
regiment  of  infantry  in  waiting  to  surprise  us. 

I detached  Captain  Stock’s  company  to  act  as  skirmishers  in  the  rear 
and  right  over  a ridge  around  which  the  enemy  were  attempting  to  come 
up.  He  soon  was  engaged  in  a skirmish  with  the  enemy,  but  seeing 
their  whole  force,  about  200,  before  hiin,  he  fell  back,  having  2 men 
wounded  slightly,  and  1 I fear  mortally,  who  was  left  on  the  field. 

Captain  Stock  reported  2 or  3 of  the  enemy  killed. 

The  expedition  w^as  undertaken  at  the  earnest  entreaty  of  the  citi- 
zens, to  check  the  depredations  of  the  enemy  and  to  force  them  to  draw 
in  their  foraging  parties. 

I now  believe  they  had  been  advised  of  our  coming,  and  my  advance 
guards  and  skirmishers  saved  us  from  a surprise. 

General,  what  am  I to  do  with  my  men  this  terrible  weather?  Half 
supplied  with  tents  and  cooking  utensils,  we  cannot  remain  in  this  con- 
dition. I beg  your  attention  to  their  wants.  Pagett’s,  Hubbard’s,  and 
Houston’s  broken  companies  have  no  tents  at  all  or  supplies  of  any 
kind,  having  lost  them  at  Fort  Heiman. 

J.  H.  MILLEE, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 


Major-General  Polk. 
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FEBRUARY  14,  1862. — Skirmish  near  Cumberland  Gap,  Tenn. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Greu.  S.  P.  Carter,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — Col.  James  E.  Rains,  C.  S.  Army. 

m.  1. 

Report  of  Brig,  Gen.  8.  P.  Garter.^  TJ.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters  Twelfth  Brigade, 

Camp  Cumberland^  February  14,  1862. 
Captain  : A reconnaissance  was  made  to-day  by  a company  of  First 
Battalion  Kentucky  Cavalry,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Munday.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Munday  reports  that  he  ad- 
vanced quite  close  to  the  Gap;  attacked  the  enemy^s  cavalry  picket; 
killed  5,  wounded  2,  and  took  2 prisoners,  8 horses,  7 sabers,  and  5 double- 
barrel  shot-guns.  Ko  one  was  injured  in  the  colonel’s  command.  Our 
party  advanced  so  near  the  enemy’s  defenses  that  they  got  within  range 
of  their  batteries,  which  opened  on  them,  when  they  returned  to  camp. 
Eespectfully,  &c., 

S.  P.  CARTER, 

Acting  Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Twelfth  Brigade. 
Capt.  J.  B.  Fry, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  and  Chief  of  8taff. 


Ko.  2. 


Reports  of  Col.  James  E.  Rains,  C.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters  Cumberland  Gap, 

February  14,  1862. 

Sir:  I am  convinced  that  the  enemy  will  attack  us  at  this  place 
within  a week.  An  attack  to-morrow  is  probable.  Their  cavalry  drove 
in  our  pickets  to-day  about  3 miles  in  advance  of  us.  The  force,  seven 
regiments,  are  reported  to  be  at  Cumberland  Ford,  15  miles  in  front. 

The  force  we  have  cannot  hold  the  place,  being  insuthcieut  to  man  the 
works.'  The  strength  of  the  position  has  been  greatly  exaggerated.  Ou 
the  Kentucky  side  it  is  naturally  very  weak  and  difficult  to  defend.  It 
has  been  our  policy  to  give  currency  to  a different  opinion  of  the  place, 
and  hence  the  error.  It  will  require  two  regiments,  in  addition  to  the 
two  now  here,  to  resist  the  force  menacing  us. 

The  position  should  never  be  abandoned.  Its  strategic  importance 
cannot  be  exaggerated.  On  the  Tennessee  side  it  is  naturally  almost 
impregnable  and  art  can  make  it  completely  so.  If  abandoned,  it  can- 
not be  easily  retaken. 

Can  re-enforcements  be  sent  us  ? 

Respectfully, 

JAMES  E.  RAINS, 
Colonel.  Commanding  Post, 

General  S.  Cooper. 
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Headquarters  Cumberland  Gap, 

February  18,  1862. 

Sir:  In  a dispatch  of  the  14th  instant  I acquainted  you  with  the  fact 
that  our  cavalry  pickets  had  been  attacked  by  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy 
and  that  an  attack  on  this  place  was  probable. 

During  the  night  following  the  engagement  between  the  pickets  there 
fell  a deep  snow,  which,  followed  by  constant  rains  up  to  this  time,  has 
placed  the  roads  and  streams  between  us  and  the  enemy  in  such  con- 
dition that  an  immediate  attack  is  improbable.  Several  days  of  fair 
weather  must  elapse  before  the  enemy,  distant  about  a day’s  march, 
would  attempt  to  reach  us. 

By  a dispatch  fi  om  Colonel  Yance,  commanding  at  Knoxville,  I learn 
that  three  regiments  are  on  their  way  to  re-enforce  us.  If  these  regi- 
ments reach  us  in  time  the  place  is  safe  against  any  force  that  can  be 
brought  over  the  roads  in  our  front.  Indeed,  it  is  not  probable  that 
thus  re-enforced  we  will  be  attacked  at  all.  If  not  re-enforced,  an  attack 
is  highly  probable. 

I would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  whole  East  Tennessee  border  is 
much  exposed  and  several  important  gaps  wholly  undefended,  through 
any  one  of  which  it  would  not  be  difficult  for  the  enemy  to  throw  a 
force. 


Eespectfully, 
General  S.  Cooper. 


JAMES  E.  EAIKS, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Post. 


FEBRUARY  14-15,  1832. — Evacuation  of  Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  by  the  Con- 
federates and  its  occupation  by  the  Union  forces. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — General  A.  Sidney  Johnston,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Western  Department. 
No.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  O.  M.  Mitchel,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  General  A.  Sidney  Johnston.,  C.  S.  Army^  commanding  Western 

Depart7nent. 

Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Nashville.,  Tenn.,  February  18,  1862. 
Sir  : In  conformity  with  the  intention  announced  to  the  Department, 
the  corps  under  the  command  of  Major-General  Hardee  corai)leted  the 
evacuation  of  Bowling  Green  on  the  14th  instant,  and  the  rear  guard 
crossed  the  Cumberland  at  this  point  yesterday  morning  in  good  order. 
I have  ordered  the  army  to  intrench  to-night  midway  between  this  place 
and  Mnrfreesborough.  My  purpose  is  to  place  the  force  in  such  a position 
that  the  enemy  cannot  concentrate  his  superior  strength  against  the 
command,  and  to  enable  me  to  assemble  as  rapidly  as  possible  sucli  other 
troops  in  addition  as  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  collect.  Tim  complete 
command  which  their  gunboats  and  transports  give  them  on  the  Ten- 
nessee and  Cumberland  Rivers  renders  it  necessary  for  me  to  retire  my 
line  between  the  rivers.  I entertain  the  hope  that  this  disposition  will 
enable  me  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check,  and  when  my  forces  are  suffi- 
ciently increased  to  drive  him  back. 
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In  a previous  dispatch  I informed  you  of  my  anticipation  of  the  fall 
of  Fort  Donelson.  These  movements  were  commenced  under  that  im- 
pression. The  enemy  attacked  the  fort  on  the  13th  instant  at  sunrise 
in  great  force  with  gunboats  and  by  troops  on  land.  The  assault  was 
continued  with  vigor  and  the  enemy  reiiulsed  with  loss 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  our  forces,  under  the  command  of  Gen- 
eral Floyd,  about  10,000  strong,  advanced  from  their  trenches  upon  the 
enemy,  more  than  double  their  number,  and  drov^e  him  back  about  2 
miles,  caiituring  his  artillery,  taking  prisoners,  and  forcing  his  positions. 
The  conflict  was  one  of  the  most  sanguinary  of  ihe  war,  and  conliuued 
li  oni  dawn  until  night-fall,  with  a loss  of  about  1,000  killed  and  wounded 
on  our  part. 

During  tbe  night  the  enemy  was  heavily  re-enforced  by  thirteen  trans- 
ports coming  to  his  relief  loaded  with  fresh  troops,  while  our  men  were 
exhausted  by  cold,  privation,  and  three  days’  continued  battle- 

During  the  night,  the  position  being  found  no  longer  tenable  in  con- 
sequence of  the  exhaustion  of  the  men,  and  the  enemy  having  obtained 
a lodgment  on  the  extreme  right  in  the  intrenchmeuts,  the  fort  being 
uninjured.  General  Floyd  and  a portion  of  his  command  withdrew  and 
General  Pillow  retired,  leaving  General  Buckner  in  command  of  the 
place  and  the  remaining  troops. 

General  Buckner  informed  me  that  at  4 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
10th  he  had  sent  a flag  of  truce,  which  I presume  was  for  the  purpose 
of  surrendering,  though  I have  not  received  official  information  of  the 
fact. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON^, 
General^  C.  S.  Army, 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War^  Richmond^  Ya, 

P.  S. — General  Floyd  mentions  the  fact  that  the  loss  of  the  enemy, 
killed  and  wounded,  was  much  greater  than  our  own — at  least  1,500. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  0.  M.  Mitchel^  U.  S.  Army. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Division,  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  February  15,  1862. 

General:  I have  the  honor  to  announce  that  the  advance  guard,  con- 
sisting of  Colonel  Turchin’s  brigade,  under  cover  of  artillery  from  each 
of  the  batteries,  commanded  by  Captain  Loomis,  effected  a passage  of  the 
river  during  the  night  by  means  of  a large  flat-boat,  which  was  found 
by  our  scouts  during  the  afternoon  at  a large  flouring-mill  about  4 miles 
below  the  town  of  Bowling  Green.  The  advance  guard,  accompanied 
by  a detachment  of  Colonel  Kennett’s  cavalry,  supported  by  three  regi 
ments  of  a reserve  from  the  main  body,  marched  upon  the  town,  and 
entered  without  finding  an  enemy  at  5 o’clock  this  morning.  Our  cav- 
alry pickets  are  now  thrown  forward  5 or  6 miles  along  the  railroad  lead- 
ing to  Nashville,  the  railroad  leading  to  Russellville,  and  the  turnpike 
leading  to  Nashville.  Every  precaution  has  been  taken  to  prevent  the 
surprise  of  our  advance  guard.  The  entire  division  is  encamped  upon 
the  north  side  of  the  river  near  the  railroad,  and  convenient  to  wood  and 


420  OPERATIONS  IN  KY.,  TENN.,  N.  ALA,,  AND  S.  W.  VA.  [Chap.  XVIL 

water.  Our  troops,  though  they  have  been  upon  the  march  for  two  days 
and  without  sleep  for  the  greater  part  of  three  successive  nights,  are  m 
the  highest  spirits.  I know  not  how  to  exjiress  my  grateful  acknowl- 
edgments to  all  the  officers  and  soldiers  comprising  the  Third  Division. 
Tlicir  promptitude,  energy,  and  indomitable  c>>urage  will  win,  I trust, 
the  confidence  and  approval  of  the  general  commanding  the  department 
and  of  the  entire  country. 

Oitr  victory  is  a bloodless  one,  but  not  the  less  important.  I find  on 
examination  Bowling  Green  is  susceptible  of  the  most  perfect  defense. 
One  of  the  works  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  is  admirably  constructed 
and  beautifully  finished.  I regret  the  loss  of  many  valuable  buildings 
in  the  town  by  fire.  Our  effort  to  drive  tlie  enemy  from  the  town  by 
our  artillery  did  not  prevent  them  from  firing  the  dejtot  and  several 
other  public  buildings.  We  found  a large  supply  of  corn,  partly  con- 
sumed by  fire.  One  locomotive  on  the  track  was  injured  badly  by 
firing  the  wood  in  the  tender.  Five  or  six  locomotives  in  the  engine- 
house  have  been  partially  destroyed  by  the  fire.  Three  of  them  it  is 
thought  may  be  repaired.  We  find  on  the  track  at  the  depot  several 
platform  cars,  some  house  cars,  several  hand  cars,  with  a piece  of  artil- 
lery mounted  u[)on  a platform  car  ready  for  removal,  but  which  the 
enemy  was  compelled  to  abandon  by  our  unexpected  attack.  A large 
supply  of  flour  and  beef  has  been  distributed  among  the  citizens.  Should 
our  troops  require  it,  I shall  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  use  these  stores  as 
the  property  of  the  United  States.  Other  stores,  consisting  of  boxes 
of  boots  and  shoes,  of  sugar,  coflee,  nails,  tents,  anil  saddles,  have  fallen 
into  our  hands,  the  enemy  being  unable  to  remove  them  from  General 
Hindman’s  former  headquarters  to  the  south  side  of  the  river.  Indeed, 
our  a]>proach  was  so  rapid  and  so  unexpected  that  the  first  intelligence 
the  enemy  had  of  our  presence  was  communicated  by  the  explosion  of 
a shell  near  the  depot. 

I am  informed  by  the  inhabitants  that  our  firing  created  the  greatest 
consternation,  and  that  the  troops  of  the  enemy  precipitately  abandoned 
the  town,  which  but  for  this  they  would  have  done  probably  at  an  early 
day,  feeling  that  other  i)ouits  had  become  of  greater  importance,  and 
as  their  troops  were  limited  in  number  they  were  compelled  to  concen- 
trate them  where  most  needed. 

The  railroad  from  this  point  to  the  tunnel  is  in  perfect  condition. 
The  line  of  telegra])h  is  also  complete.  About  four  miles  and  a half  of 
track  have  been  destroyed  by  burning  the  ties  and  bending  the  rails. 
If  the  rails  were  sent  forward  with  chairs  and  spikes  promptly,  I think 
a single  regiment  could  open  the  road  in  a week.  I shall  establish  to- 
day a ferry  across  the  river  near  the  turnpike  bridge.  Captain  Yates, 
commanding  mechanics  and  engineers,  rej^orts  that  the  bridge  can  be 
in  order  so  as  to  pass  teams  in  four  or  five  days. 

I send  this  morning  a very  large  train  of  wagons  to  Green  River  for 
supplies  and  forage.  The  quartermaster  has  been  ordered  to  the  country 
to  ])urchase  beef  cattle,  mutton,  and  i)ork.  If  orders  were  given  to 
send  hy  rail  our  supplies  and  forage  as  far  as  the  railway  is  in  order 
it  vrould  greatly  aid  us  in  supplying  the  division.  It  is  important 
that  some  arrangement  be  made  by  means  of  which  our  mails  may  be 
received  regularly  and  promptly. 

I respectfully  request  your  orders  as  to  the  disposition  of  those  troo])S 
which  have  been  sent  forward  to  support  my  division.  I think  it  impor- 
tant that  Glasgow  should  be  occupied  for  the  j)ieseut  by  one  brigade. 
With  that  force  thus  posted  I feel  that  our  present  position  can  be 
held  against  any  force  which  the  enemy  may  be  able  to  send  against 
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us.  The  commanding  general  will  please  announce  to  the  country 
the  fall  of  Bowling  Greeu  and  its  present  occupation  by  United  States 
troops. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  M.  MITCHEL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


FEBEUAEY  15-22,  1862. — Expedition  from  Cairo,  111.,  to  Eastport,  Miss. 

Report  of  Lieut.  William  Gwin^  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tyler, 

Cairo.,  February  23,  18G2. 

Sir  : I have  returned  to  this  place  after  having  gone  up  the  Tennes- 
see Eiver  as  high  as  Eastport,  Miss.  I am  happy  to  state  that  I have 
met  with  an  increased  Union  sentiment  in  South  Tennessee  and  North 
Alabama.  I saw  few  Mississippians.  In  Hardin,  McNairy,  Wayne,  De- 
catur, and  a portion  of  Hardeman,  all  of  which  border  upon  the  river, 
the  Union  sentiment  is  strong,  and  those  who  do  not  express  themselves 
openly  loyal  are  only  prevented  by  their  fears  of  the  military  tyranny 
and  coercion  which  is  practiced  by  marauding  bands  of  guerrilla  com- 
panies of  cavalry. 

I waited  at  Fort  Henry  as  long  as  I deemed  it  advisable  for  the  com- 
pany of  cavmlry  designated  to  accompany  me  up  the  river.  Not  being 
able  to  get  transportation  for  them  I concluded  to  take  in  their  stead 
some  fifty  sharpshooters,  as  I could  accommodate  them  on  board  of  the 
Tyler.  I was  not  able  to  accomplish  the  destruction  of  Bear  Creek 
Bridge  (my  great  desire),  as  1 found  that  the  rebels  had  sent  immedi- 
ately after  our  first  ascent  of  the  river  a large  force — 1,000 — to  this 
bridge,  and  some  3,000  or  4,000  to  a statian  called  luka,  3 miles  from 
the  bridge.  Learning  that  a large  quantity  of  wheat  and  flour  was 
stored  in  Clifton,  Tenu.,  intended,  of  course,  to  be  shipped  to  the  South, 
a large  portion  of  it  having  been  bought  for  a Arm  in  Memphis,  on  my 
way  down  I landed  there  and  took  on  board  about  a thousand  sacks  and 
one  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  and  some  six  thousand  bushels  of  wheat. 
I considered  it  my  duty  to  take  possession  of  the  above,  to  prevent  its 
being  seized  by  the  rebels  or  disposed  of  in  rebel  country. 

The  glorious  success  of  our  arms  at  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson  has 
been  most  beneflcial  to  the  Union  cause  throughout  South  and  West 
Tennessee  and  Alabama.  Union  men  can  now  begin  to  express  their 
loyal  sentiments  without  fear  of  being  mobbed,  especially  along  the 
banks  of  the  river.  I would  suggest  that  you  would  urge  upon  the 
commanding  general  the  necessity  of  sending  a force  (a  brigade,  if  pos- 
sible; at  least  a regiment  of  cavalry),  locate  it  at  Savannah,  Hardin 
County,  a place  well  adapted  for  its  sui)port;  and  then  it  would  be  in 
a section  almost  entirely  Union,  a nucleus  around  which  Union  men 
could  rally. 

I feel  confident  that  a regiment  of  Home  Guards  could  be  raised  in 
ten  days.  Savannah  is  in  good  striking  distance  of  Eastport,  Miss. 
(45  miles  by  the  river),  which  is  the  nearest  po  nt  to  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Bailroad  (8  miles).  At  that  point  there  is  an  important 
bridge  over  Bear  Creek,  as  well  as  sonie  extent  of  trestle-work,  which,  if 
destroyed,  together  with  a part  of  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  road  at  its  junc- 
tion with  the  Memphis  and  Ohio  Bailroad,  will  cut  the  Southern  Con- 
federacy almost  in  two. 
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I brought  down  under  arrest  a man  named  William  P.  Poole,  who  has 
been  active  in  oppressing  Union  men  in  his  community.  1 have  warned 
the  inhabitants  of  the  diherent  towns  of  the  river  that  I would  hold 
secessionists  and  their  property  responsible  for  any  outrages  committed 
oil  Unionists  in  their  community.  I have  enlisted'  seventeen  men  and 
have  brought  down  fourteen  refugees. 

Hoping  that  my  course  will  meet  your  approval,  1 am,  very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  GWIN, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-OfiScer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters, 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters,  Cairo,  III.,  February  24,  1862. 

The  within  paper,  which  contaius  important  I’acts  and  good  sugges- 
tions, was  written  after  discussion  of  the  subject  with  me  and  at  my 
request.  With  the  Tennessee  PiviT  as  a line  of  operations,  Corinth,  the 
junction  of  the  Mobile  with  the  Memphis  Kailroad,  becomes  an  important 
objective  point,  which  turns  Columbia  on  the  left  and  Memphis  on  the 
right.  Leaving  the  Tennessee  at  Hammond,  a good  road,  18  miles  long, 
leads  direct  to  Corinth. 

G.  W.  CULLUM, 

Brig.  Gen.  Vols.,  U.  S.  A.,  Chief  of  Staff  and  Engr, 


FEBRUARY  19,  1862. — Clarksville,  Term.,  occupied  by  United  States  forces. 

RTGFOIRTS. 

No.  1. — Flag-Officer  Andrew  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy. 

No.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Andrew  H.  Foote.,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Conestoga, 

Fort  Donelson,  February  20,  1862. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Hepaitment  that  I left  Cairo 
with  the  Conestoga,  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps^  on  the  18th  instant, 
having  previously  dispatched  the  gunboat  Cairo,  Lieutenant-Commander 
Bryant,  and  six  mortar  boats,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Bishop  and  Lieu- 
tenant Lyford  as  ordnance  officer,  for  Fort  Donelson. 

Yesterday  (on  the  10th  instant)  I came  up  the  river  on  an  armed 
reconnaissance  with  the  Conestoga  and  Cairo,  having  Colonel  Webster, 
of  the  Engineer  Corps,  and  chief  of  Geiieral  Grant’s  staff,  on  board. 
On  nearing  Fort  Detiance,  near  Clarksville,  we  found  a white  flag  dis- 
played, and  on  landing  found  the  fort  deserted.  Lieutenant-Commander 
Pbelps  and  Colonel  Webster  took  possession  of  the  fort,  the  former 
hoisting  the  American  flag.  There  were  three  guns  mounted  on  this 
fort,  three  in  the  fort  near  the  city,  and  two  in  a fort  a short  distance 
up  the  Bed  River. 

On  reaching  Clarksville  I sent  for  the  authorities  of  the  city,  and 
soon  after  the  Hon.  Cave  Johnson,  the  mayor,  and  Judge  Wisdom  came 
aboard,  stating  that  the  rebel  soldiers  had  left  the  city,  and,  with  the 
portion  of  the  defeated  army  which  had  escaped  from  Fort  Donelson, 
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Rad  fled  to  Nashville,  after  having  wantonly  burned  the  splendid  rail- 
road bridge  near  the  city,  against  the  remonstrance  of  the  citizens.  I 
further  ascertained  that  two-thirds  of  the  citizens  had  fled  from  the 
place  panic-stricken.  In  short,  the  city  was  in  a state  of  the  wildest 
commotion  from  the  rumors  that  we  would  not  respect  the  citizens 
either  in  their  persons  or  their  property. 

I assured  those  gentlemen  that  we  came  not  to  destroy  anything  but 
tents,  military  stores,  and  army  equipments.  With  this  assurance  they 
earnestly  importuned  me  to  issue  a proclamation  embodying  my  views 
and  intentions  to  the  citizens,  that  the  confidence  and  quiet  of  the  com- 
munity might  be  restored.  I was  constrained,  contrary  to  my  predeter- 
mination ot  nev<ir  writing  such  a document,  to  issue  the  proclamation  of 
which  the  inclosed  is  a copy. 

I leave  this  morning  with  the  Conestoga  to  bring  up  one  or  two  iron- 
clad gunboats  with  this  vessel  and  six  mortar  boats,  and  then  proceed 
with  all  possible  dispatch  up  the  Cumberiand  Eiver  to  Nashville,  and,  in 
conjunction  with  the  army,  make  an  attack  on  Nashville.  The  rebels 
have  great  ti^rror  of  the  gunboats,  as  will  be  seen  in  their  papers.  One 
of  them  a short  distance  above  Fort  Donelson  had  previously  fired  an 
iron-rolling  mill  belonging  to  the  Hon.  John  Bell. 

I am,  verv  respectlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 

Flag-Officer^  Commanding  Naval  Forces  Western  Waters. 

P.  S. — I write  in  great  hurry,  as  mail-boat  is  waiting. 

[Inclosure.] 

PROCLAMATION. 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  Claricsville,  Tenn.': 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Hon.  Cave  Johnson,  Judge  Wisdom,  and 
tlie  mayor  of  the  city,  who  called  upon  me  yesterday,  after  our  hoisting 
the  Union  flag  and  taking  possession  of  the  forts,  to  ascertain  my  views 
and  intentions  towards  the  citizens  and  private  property,  I hereby 
announce  to  all  peaceably -disposed  persons  that  neither  in  their  persons 
nor  in  their  property  shall  they  suffer  molestation  by  me  or  the  naval 
force  under  my  command,  and  that  they  may  in  safety  resume  their 
business  avocations  with  the  assurance  of  my  protection. 

At  the  same  time  I require  that  all  military  stores  and  army  equip- 
ments shall  be  surrendered,  no  part  of  them  being  withheld  or  destroy  ed; 
and,  further,  that  no  secession  flag  or  manifestation  of  secession  feeling 
shall  be  exhibited ; and  for  the  faithful  observance  of  these  conditions  I 
shall  hold  the  authorities  of  the  city  responsible. 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 

Flag-0 ffieer^  Commanding  Naval  Forees  Western  Waters. 

U.  S.  Flag-Steamer  Conestoga, 

Clarhsville^  Tenn.,  February  20,  18G2. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  U.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  District  West  Tennessee, 

Fort  Donelson,  February  21,  1862. 

I am  now  in  possession  of  Clarksville,  but  will  move  no  force  there 
except  General  Smith’s  division  until  1 hear  from  General  Halleck. 
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There  is  a considerable  amount  of  army  stores  at  Clarksville,  particu- 
larly flour  and  bacon,  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  move  if  the  army  is 
to  fall  back  tliis  way.  I would  suggest,  however,  that  points  above 
Forts  Henry  and  Donelson  would  be  more  advantageous  for  us  to  occupy 
than  where  we  are  now — I would  say  about  the  railroad  crossing  on  the 
two  rivers. 

It  is  my  im})ression  that  by  following  up  our  success  Hashville  would 
be  an  easy  conquest;  but  I only  throw  this  out  as  a suggestion,  based 
simply  upon  information  from  jieojile  who  have  no  sympathy  with  us. 
White  flags  are  flying  from  here  to  Clarksville,  and  rumor  says  the  same 
thing  extends  to  Nashville.  At  Nashville  1 understand  one  party  put 
the  white  flag  on  the  State-house,  but  it  was  torn  down  by  another 
party. 

I wrote  you  some  days  ago  to  have  forwarded  blankets  and  overcoats 
to  issue  to  troops  who  lost  theirs  on  the  field  of  battle.  The  men  are 
suftering  for  them.  Shoes  and  other  clothing  are  beginning  to  be 
wanting  to  some  extent.  I am  ready  for  any  move  the  general  com- 
manding may  order. 

U.'S.  GEANT, 
Brigadier-  General, 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staffs  Department  Missouri, 


FEBRUARY  23-25,  1862. — Evacuation  of  Hashville,  Tenn.,  by  the  Confeder- 
ate forces  and  its  occupation  by  the  Union  troops. 

REFORTS,  ETC. 

No.  1. — Hon.  Thomas  A.  Scott,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

No.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  the  Ohio. 

No.  — Col.  James  Barnett,  U.  S.  Army,  of  ordnance  captured. 

No.  4. — General  A.  Sidney  Johnston,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Western  Department. 
No.  5. — Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  6. — Col.  Nathan  B.  ForresFs  responses  to  interrogatories  of  Committee  of  Con- 
federate House  of  Representatives. 

No.  7. — Col.  Leon  Trousdale’s  responses  to  interrogatories  of  Committee  of  Confed- 
erate House  of  Representatives. 

No.  8. — Memorandum  of  Col.  W.  W.  Mackall,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Hon,  Thomas  A.  Scott,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  February  25,  1862. 
Nashville  was  taken  possession  of  to-day.  The  mayor,  accompanied 
by  committee  of  citizeus,  met  General  Buell  this  morning  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  Cumberland.  Interview  entirely  satisfactory  to  all  parties. 
One  gunboat  and  twelve  steamers  at  the  wharf.  Troops  iiassiiig  the 
river  in  good  order. 

THOMAS  A.  SCOTT. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton. 
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ITo.  2. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  D.  G.  Buell,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Department 

of  the  Ohio. 

9 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  February  26,  1862. 

I arrived  opposite  the  city  with  Mitchel’s  division,  about  9,000  effect- 
ive, on  the  night  of  the  24th.  The  enemy’s  cavalry  were  still  in  tlie 
city  in  small  force.  I did  not  intend  to  cross  until  I could  do  so  in  suffi- 
cient force  to  run  no  great  hazard,  but  during  the  night  General  Nelson 
arrived  with  about  7,0(i0  men,  and  landed  before  1 was  aware  of  it.  I 
deemed  it  unadvisable  to  withdraw  them,  lest  it  should  embolden  the’ 
enemy  and  have  a bad  effect  on  the  people,  and  so  determined  to  cross 
with  all  the  force  at  hand,  and  we  are  now  crossing  and  taking  a posi- 
tion some  4 or  5 miles  out  in  the  direction  of  Murfreesborough.  The 
difficulty  of  crossing  the  river  is  very  great.  Notwithstanding  we  have 
steamers,  the  want  of  tiiel  for  them  is  a most  embarrassing  matter.  Our 
force  is  too  small,  and  offers  a strong  inducement  to  the  enemy,  only  30 
miles  distant,  with  some  30,000  men,  to  assume  the  offensive  j but  I have 
deemed  it  necessary  to  run  the  risk.  I have  dispatched  steamers  to 
bring  up  the  force  at  Clarksville,  and  our  troops  are  moving  on  from 
Bowling  Green  as  rapidly  as  possible,  but  it  must  be  two  or  three  days 
before  we  will  be  able  to  show  much  force.  General  Thomas^  division 
ought  to  be  here  by  water  by  the  13th  of  March.  The  troops  from 
Clarksville  may  be  here  to-night.  McCook’s  division  will,  I ho])e,  be  up 
to  the  river  to-morrow,  and  will  then  have  to  cross.  If  the  enemy 
advances,  as  is  said  to  be  his  intention,  we  will  probably  meet  him  to- 
morrow. It  is  said  here  that  the  enemy  has  either  evacuated  Columbus 
or  is  doing  so.  There  are  no  violent  demonstrations  of  hostility,  though 
the  mass  of  the  people  appear  to  look  upon  us  as  invaders,  but  I have 
seen  several  strong  indications  of  loyalty  in  individuals. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Col.  James  Barnett,  U.  8.  Army,  of  ordnance  captured. 

Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  December  5,  1862. 

General  : Below  is  a report  of  the  number  and  caliber  of  guns, 
mounted  and  dismounted,  at  Nashville,  which  were  captured  from  the 
enemy : 

No.  1,  24-pounder  iron  gun,  mounted  on  bank  of  river  near  reservoir. 

No.  2,  32-pounder  iron  gun  (Parrott),  mounted  on  corner  of  resei  voir. 

No.  3,  24-pounder  iron  gun  (smooth  bore),  mounted  on  Lebanon  pike. 

No.  4,  32-pounder  iron  gun  (Parrott),  mounted  on  end  of  Summer 
street. 

No.  5,  32-pounder  iron  gun  (Parrott),  mounted  at  General  Palmer’s 
headquarters. 

No.  6,  24-i)ounder  iron  gun  (smooth  bore),  mounted  under  Saint  Cloud 
Hill. 
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^^os.  7 aud  8,  24-j)ounder  iron  guns  (smooth  bore),  mounted  on  Fort 
I^egley. 

No.  9,  24-])ounder  iron  gun  (smooth  bore),  mounted  at  railroad  tunnel. 

No.  10,  24-pounder  iron  gun  (smooth  bore),  dismounted  at  Fort 
Negley. 

No.  11,  32-pouuder  howitzer  (iron),  mounted  at  old  Lunatic  Asylum. 

No.  12,  32-pounder  iron  Parrott,  mounted  on  tloating  bridge. 

Dismounted  at  ordnance  depot:  one  100-pouuder  columbiad,  two 
32-pounder  rilled  iron  guns,  five  24-pounder  carronades,  and  twelve 
6-pounder  iron  guns,  unserviceable,  spiked;  three  24-pouuder  iron 
smooth  bores  and  one  18  pounder  iron  smooth  bore,  serviceable,  and 
four  6-pounder  iron  guns,  unserx  iceable. 

Of  the  guns  at  the  ordnance  dei)ot  there  are  but  three  24-pounders 
and  one  18-pouuder  iron  smooth  bores  that  are  considered  safe. 

Yerv  respectfully, 

JAMES  BARNETT, 

Colonel^  and  Chief  of  Artillery  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  Rosecrans, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 


No.  4. 

Report  of  General  A,  Sidney  Johnston,  C.  S,  Army,  commanding  Western 

Fepartme^it, 

Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.,  February  25,  1862. 

Sir  : The  fall  of  Fort  Donelson  compelled  me  to  withdraw  the  remain- 
ing forces  under  my  command  from  the  north  bank  of  the  Cumberland 
and  to  abandon  the  defense  of  Nashville,  which  but  for  that  disaster  it 
was  my  intention  to  protect  to  the  utmost.  Not  more  than  11,000  effect- 
ive men  were  left  under  my  command  to  ojipose  a column  of  General 
Buelfs  of  not  less  than  40,000  troops,  moving  by  Bowling  Green,  while 
another  superior  force,  under  General  Thomas,  outflanked  me  to  the 
east,  and  the  army  from  Fort  Donelson,  with  the  gunboats  and  trans- 
ports, had  it  in  their  power  to  ascend  the  Cumberland,  now  swollen  by 
recent  flood,  so  as  to  intercept  all  communication  with  the  South.  The 
situation  left  me  no  alternative  but  to  evacuate  Nashville  or  sacrifice 
the  army.  By  remaining  the  place  \70uld  have  been  unnecessarily 
subjected  to  destruction,  as  it  is  very  indefensible,  and  no  adequate 
force  would  have  been  left  to  keep  the  enemy  in  check  in  Tennessee. 

Under  these  circumstances  I moved  the  main  body  of  my  command 
to  this  place  on  the  17th  and  18th  instant,  and  left  a brigade  under 
General  Floyd  to  bring  on  such  stores  and  iiroperty  as  were  at  Nash- 
ville, with  instructions  to  remain  until  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  and 
then  to  rejoin  me.  This  has  been  in  a great  measure  effected ; aud  nearly 
all  the  stores  would  have  been  saved  but  for  the  heavy  and  unusual 
rains,  which  have  washed  away  the  bridges,  swept  away  portions  of  the 
railroad,  and  rendered  transportation  almost  impossible.  General  Floyd 
has  arrived  here. 

The  rear  guard  left  Nashville  on  the  night  of  the  23d.  Edgefield,  on 
the  north  bank  of  the  Cumberland,  opposite  the  city,  was  occupied  yes- 
terday by  the  advanced  pickets  of  the  enemy. 

I have  remained  here  for  the  purpose  of  augmenting  my  forces  and 
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securing  the  transportation  of  the  public  stores.  By  the  junction  of  the 
command  of  General  Crittenden  and  the  lugitives  from  Fort  Donelson, 
which  have  been  reorganized  as  far  as  practicable,  the  force  now  under 
my  command  will  amount  to  about  17,000  men.  General  Floyd,  with  a 
force  of  some  2,500  men,  has  been  ordered  to  Chattanooga,  to  defend  the 
approaches  towards  Northern  Alabama  and  Georgia  and  the  communi- 
cation between  the  Mississippi  and  Atlantic  and  with  the  view  to  in- 
crease his  forces  by  such  troops  as  may  be  sent  forward  from  the  neigh- 
boring States. 

The  quartermaster’s,  commissary,  and  ordnance  stores  which  are  not 
required  for  immediate  use  have  been  ordered  to  Chattanooga,  and  those 
which  will  be  necessary  on  the  march  have  been  forwarded  to  Hunts- 
ville and  Decatur.  I have  ordered  a depot  to  be  established  at  Atlanta 
for  the  manufacture  of  supplies  for  the  Quartermaster’s  Department  and 
also  a laboratory  for  the  manufacture  of  percussion  caps  and  ordnance 
stores,  and  at  Chattanooga  depots  for  distribution  of  these  supplies. 
The  machinery  will  be  immediately  sent  forward. 

Considering  the  peculiar  topography  of  this  State  and  the  great  power 
which  the  enem>’s  means  of  transportation  affords  them  upon  the  Ten- 
nessee and  Cumberland,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  force  under  my  com- 
mand cannot  successfully  cover  the  whole  line  against  the  advance  of 
the  enemy.  I am  compelled  to  elect  whether  he  shall  be  permitted  to 
occupy  Middle  Tennessee,  or  turn  Columbus,  take  Memi)his,  and  open 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  To  me  the  defense  of  the  valley  appears 
of  paramount  importance,  and,  consequently,  I will  move  this  corps  of 
the  army,  of  which  I have  assumed  the  immediate  command,  towards 
the  left  bank  of  the  Tennessee,  crossing  the  river  near  Decatur,  in  order 
to  enable  me  to  co-operate  or  unite  with  General  Beauregard  for  the 
defense  of  Memphis  and  the  Mississippi. 

The  Department  has  sent  eight  regiments  to  Knoxville  for  the  defense 
of  East  Tennessee,  and  the  protection  of  that  region  will  be  confided  to 
them  and  such  additional  forces  as  may  be  hereafter  sent  from  the  ad- 
jacent States.  General  Buckner  was  ordered  by  the  Department  to  take 
command  of  the  troops  at  Knoxville ; but  as  he  was  at  that  time  in 
presence  of  the  enemy,  the  order  was  not  fulfilled.  As  it  would  be 
almost  impossible  for  me  under  present  circumstances  to  superintend 
the  operations  at  Knoxville  and  Chattanooga,  I would  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  the  local  commanders  at  those  points  should  receive  orders 
from  the  Department  directly  or  be  allowed  to  exercise  their  discretion. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 
General^  C,  JS.  Army, 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Ya, 


No.  5. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd,  C.  S.  Army. 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  March  22,  1862. 

Sm:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  in  regard  to  the 
movements,  disposition,  and  transportation  of  my  command  from  the 
date  of  my  arrival  at  Nashville  until  I reported  to  General  A.  S.  John- 
ston, at  Murfreesborough. 

I arrived  at  Nashville  on  a steamboat,  together  with  a portion  of  the 
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command  rescued  from  Fort  Donelson,  consisting  of  parts  of  the  various 
regiments  from  Virginia,  Texas,  Arkansas,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee, 
at  7 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  of  February.  Immediately  on 
coming  witliin  view  of  the  landing  at  the  city  I beheld  a sight  which  is 
worthy  of  notice.  The  rabble  on  the  wharf  were  in  possession  of  boats 
loaded  with  Government  bacon,  and  were  pitching  it  from  these  boats 
to  the  shore,  and  carrying  what  did  not  fall  into  thj  water  by  hand  and 
carts  away  to  various  places  in  the  city.  The  persons  engaged  in  this 
reprehensible  conduct  avowed  that  the  meat  had  been  given  to  them 
by  the  citv  council.  As  soon  as  practicable  I reported  to  General 
Johnston  for  duty,  and  on  the  same  day  1 was  placed  in  command  of  the 
city,  and  immediately  took  steps  to  arrest  the  panic  that  pervaded  all 
classes  and  to  restore  order  and  quiet.  One  regiment,  the  First  Mis- 
souri, Lieutenant-Colonel  Eich,  together  with  a iiortion  of  Colonel  For- 
rest’s and  Captain  Morgan’s  cavalry,  were  added  to  my  command,  and 
these  were  principally  occupied  in  guarding  iiublic  warehouses  and  the 
streets  of  the  city.  The  only  other  force  which  I could  use  for  the  pur- 
poses above  mentioned  were  the  fragments  of  regiments  that  I had 
brought  with  me,  and  all  of  which  were  well-nigh  totally  exhausted 
from  the  exertions  and  fiitigues  to  which  they  had  been  subjected  on  the 
loth,  14th,  l5th,  and  IGth  <lays  of  February. 

I immediately  stopped  the  indiscriminate  distribution  of  i)ublic  stores 
by  placing  guards  over  them,  and,  having  thus  secured  them  from  the 
grasi)  of  the  populace,  I commenced  the  work  of  saving  the  stores  that 
were  in  the  city.  Day  and  night  the  work  was  continued,  being  only 
temporarily  stopped  at  times  for  the  purpose  of  feeding  the  teams  that 
were  at  work  transporting  articles  of  Government  i)roperty  from  the 
wharves  and  store-houses  to  the  railroad  depot.  My  men  worked  inces- 
santly Vv^ith  commendable  perseverance  and  energy  under  my  immediate 
supervision.  Owing  to  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  men  thus  engaged, 
it  became  absolutely  necessary  to  force  the  able-bodied  men  who  were 
strolling  about  the  city  unocenpied  to  assist  in  the  labor  belbre  me.  I 
was  greatly  assisted  in  this  arduous  duty  by  the  energy  of  Colonel  Whar- 
ton, whose  brigade  was  principally  engaged  and  whoi)romptly  executed 
the  orders  issued  by  me.  I liin^wise  would  express  my  apj)reciation  of 
the  valuable  services  of  Maj.  J.  Dawson,  of  General  Hardee’s  command, 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kennard,  and  of  Captains  Derrick,  Ellis,  and 
Otey,  of  my  staff.  I finally  succeeded  in  loading  all  the  cars  standing  at 
the  depot  at  about  4 o’clock  on  the  evening  of  the  20th  of  February. 

During  the  interval  between  the  morning  of  rhe  17th  and  the  evening 
of  the  2()th  of  February  trains  were  loaded  and  dispatched  as  fast  as 
they  arrived.  Much  more  could  have  been  saved  had  there  been  more 
system  and  regularity  in  the  disposition  of  the  transportation  by  rail. 
Several  trains  were  occupied  in  carrying  off  sick  and  wounded  soldiers. 
The  weather  was  exceedingly  inclement  during  the  entire  time  occupied 
as  above  mentioned,  and  there  was  an  excessively  heavy  rain  on  the 
19th  of  February. 

As  the  moment  for  destroying  the  bridges  had  been  left  to  my  dis- 
cretion up  to  a certain  period,  I allowed  them  to  stand  until  a large 
amount  of  transportation,  a large  number  of  cattle,  and  some  troops  had 
been  brought  from  the  north  side  of  the  river.  At  10  o’clock  on  the 
evening  of  the  19th  the  destruction  of  the  suspension  bridge  was  com- 
menced j the  wood  work  was  burned  and  the  cables  on  the  south  side 
were  cut.  At  3 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  the  railroad  bridge 
was  destroyed.  I was  greatly  aided  in  this  work  by  Lieutenant  Crump 
and  Lieutenant  Forsberg,  of  the  Engineers. 
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During  the  period  embraced  by  this  report  Colonel  Forrest  and  Cap- 
tain Morgan,  with  their  cavalry,  rendered  signal  and  efficient  service  in 
dispersing  the  mobs  which  gathered  in  the  vicinity  of  the  warehouses 
containing  Government  proi)erty,  and  which  often  had  to  be  scattered 
at  the  point  of  the  saber.  I had  succeeded  in  collecting  a large  amount 
of  stores  of  various  kinds  at  the  depot,  but  as  I had  no  control  of  the 
transportation  by  rail,  and  hence  obliged  to  await  the  action  of  others, 
much  that  would  have  been  valuable  to  the  Government  was  necessarily 
left  at  the  depot.  Among  the  articles  saved  were  all  the  cannon,  caisson, 
and  battery  wagons  of  which  we  had  any  knowledge. 

At  4 o’clock  p.  m.  on  the  20th  Februaiy  I started  with  my  staff  for 
Murfreesborough,  which  point  I reached  on  the  morning  of  the  21st, 
where  I reported  to  General  Johnston  in  person. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 

Brigadier-  General, 

H.  P.  Brewster, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  6. 

Col,  Nathan  B.  Forrest's  responses  to  interrogatories  of  Committee  of  Con^ 
federate  House  of  Representatives. 

Interrogatory  1st.  I was  not  at  the  city  of  Nashville  at  the  time  of  its 
surrender,  but  was  there  at  the  time  the  enemy  made  their  entrance  into 
that  part  of  the  city  known  as  Edgetield,  having  lelt  Fort  Donelson,  with 
my  command,  on  the  morning  of  its  surrender,  and  reached  Nashville  on 
Tuesday  , February  18,  about  10  a.  m.  I remained  in  the  city  up  to  the 
Sunday  evening  following. 

Interrogatory  2d.  It  would  be  impossibh^  to  state,  from  the  data  be- 
fore me,  the  value  of  the  stores  either  in  the  Quartermaster’s  or  Com- 
missary Departments,  having  no  papers  then  nor  any  previous  knowl- 
edge of  the  sto!  es.  The  stores  in  the  Quartermaster’s  Department  con- 
sisted of  all  stores  necessary  to  the  department — clothing  especiall}’,  in 
large  amounts,  shoes,  harness,  &c.,  with  considerable  unmanufactured 
material.  The  commissary  stores  were  meat,  flour,  sugar,  molasses,  and 
coffee.  There  was  a very  large  amount  of  meat  in  store  and  on  the  land- 
ing at  my  arrival,  though  large  amounts  had  already  been  carried  away 
by  citizens. 

Interrogatory  3d.  A portion  of  these  stores  had  been  removed  before 
the  surrender.  A considerable  amount  of  meat  on  the  landing,  I was 
informed,  was  thrown  into  the  river  on  Sunday  before  my  arrival  and 
carried  off*  by  the  citizens.  The  doors  of  the  commissary  depot  were 
thrown  open,  and  the  citizens  in  dense  crowds  were  packing  and  haul- 
ing off*  the  balance  at  the  time  of  my  arrival  on  Tuesday.  The  quarter- 
master’s stores  were  also  open,  and  the  citizens  were  invited  to  come 
and  help  themselves,  which  they  did  in  larger  crowds,  if  possible,  than 
at  the  other  department. 

Interrogatones  4th  and  5th.  On  Tuesday  morning  I was  ordered  by 
General  Floyd  to  take  command  of  the  city,  and  attempted  to  drive  the 
mob  from  the  doors  of  the  departments,  which  mob  was  comi)Osetl  of 
straggling  soldiers  and  citizens  of  all  grades.  The  mob  had  taken  pos- 
session of  the  city  to  that  extent  that  every  species  of  property  was  uu- 
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safe.  Houses  were  closed,  carriages  and  wagons  were  concealed  to  pre- 
vent the  mot)  from  taking  possession  of  them.  Houses  were  being  seized 
everywhere.  I had  to  call  out  my  cavalry,  and,  after  every  other  means 
failed,  charge  the  mob  before  I could  get  it  so  dispersed  as  ito  get  wagons 
to  the  doors  of  the  departments  to  load  up  tlie  stores  for  transportation. 
After  the  mob  was  ])artially  dispersed  and  quiet  restored  a number  of 
citizens  furnished  wagons  and  assisted  in  loading  them.  1 was  busily 
engaged  in  this  work  on  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday.  I transported 
700  hundred  large  boxes  of  clothing  to  the  Kashville  and  Chattanooga 
Eailroad  depot,  several  hundred  bales  of  osnaburgs  and  other  military 
goods  from  the  Quartermaster’s  Department,  most,  if  not  all,  of  the 
shoes  having  been  seized  by  the  mob.  I removed  about  700  or  800  wagon 
loads  of  meat.  The  high  water  having  destroyed  the  bridges  so  as  to 
stop  the  transportatioii  over  the  N'ashville  and  Chattanooga  Eailroad,  I 
had  large  amounts  of  this  meat  taken  over  the  Tennessee  and  Alabama 
Eailroad.  By  examination  on  Sunday  morning  I found  a large  amount 
of  fixed  ammunition  in  the  shape  of  cartridges  and  ammunition  for  light 
artillery  in  the  magazine,  which,  with  the  assistance  of  (Teneral  Hard- 
ing, I conveyed  over  7 miles  on  the  Tennessee  and  Alabama  Eailroad  in 
wagons,  to  the  amount  of  30  odd  wagon  loads,  after  the  enemy  had 
reached  the  river.  A portion  was  sent  on  to  Murfreesborough  in  wag- 
ons. The  quartermaster’s  stores  which  had  not  already  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  mob  were  all  removed,  save  a lot  of  rope,  loose  shoes,  and 
a large  number  of  tents.  The  mob  had  already  possessed  themselves  of 
a large  amount  of  these  stores.  A large  quantity  of  meat  was  left  in 
store  and  on  the  river  bank  and  some  at  the  J^ashville  and  Chattanooga 
Eailroad  depot,  on  account  of  the  break  in  the  railroad.  I cannot  esti- 
mate the  amount,  as  several  store-houses  had  not  been  opened  up  to  the 
time  of  m3"  leaving.  All  stores  left  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
except  forty  pieces  of  light  artillery,  which  were  burned  and  spiked  by 
order  of  General  Floyd,  as  were  the  guns  at  Fort  Zollicofifer.  My  proposi- 
tion to  remove  these  stores,  made  by  telegraph  to  Alurfreesborou'gh,  had 
the  sanction  of  General  A.  S.  Johnston. 

Interrogatory  6th.  No  elfort  was  made,  save  by  the  mob,  who  were 
endeavoring  to  possess  themselves  of  these  stores,  to  prevent  their  re- 
moval, and  a very  large  amount  was  taken  off  before  I was  placed  in 
command  of  the  city. 

Interrogatory  7th.  It  was  eight  days  from  the  time  the  quartermaster 
left  the  city  before  the  arrival  of  the  enemy,  commissaries  and  other  per- 
sons connected  with  these  departments  leaving  at  the  same  time.  With 
proper  diligence  on  their  part  I have  no  doubt  all  the  i)ublic  stores 
might  have  been  transported  to  places  of  safety. 

Interrogator3"  8th.  Up  to  Saturday  the  railroads  were  open  and  might 
have  been  used  to  transport  these  stores.  Saturday  the  bridges  of  the 
Nashville  and  Chattanooga  Eailroad  gave  way.  Besides  these  modes 
of  conveyance,  a large  number  of  wagons  might  have  been  obtained,  had 
the  quiet  and  order  of  the  city  been  maintained,  and  large  additional 
amounts  of  stores  might  by  these  means  have  been  transported  to  places 
of  safety. 

Interrogatories  9th  and  10th.  I saw  no  officer  connected  with  the 
Quartermaster’s  or  Commissary  Departments  except  jMr.  Patton,  who 
left  on  Friday.  I did  not  at  any  time  meet  or  hear  of  Maj.  Y.  K.  Steven- 
son in  the  city  during  my  stay  there. 

Interrogatories  11th,  12th,  and  13th.  From  my  personal  knowledge 
I can  say  nothing  of  the  manner  in  which  Major  Stevenson  left  the  city. 
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Common  rumor  and  many  reliable  citizens  informed  me  that  Major  Ste- 
venson left  by  a special  train  Sunday  evening,  February  IG,  taking  per- 
sonal baggage,  furniture,  carriage,  and  carriage-horses,  the  train  ordered 
by  himself,  as  president  of  the  railroad.  • 

Interrogatory  14th.  All  the  means  of  transportation  were  actually 
necessary  for  the  transportation  of  Government  stores  and  sick  and 
wounded  soldiers,  many  of  whom  fell  into  tbe  hands  of  the  enemy  for 
want  of  it,  and  might  have  been  saved  by  the  proper  use  of  the  means 
at  hand.  The  necessity  for  these  means  of  transportation  for  stores 
will  be  seen  by  the  above  answers  which  1 have  given.  I have  been 
compelled  to  be  as  brief  as  possible  in  making  the  above  answers,  my 
whole  time  being  engaged,  as  we  seem  to  be  upon  the  eve  of  another 
great  battle.  The  city  was  in  a much  worse  condition  than  I can  con- 
vey an  idea  of  on  paper,  and  the  loss  of  public  stores  must  be  estimated 
by  millions  of  dollars.  The  panic  was  entirely  useless  and  not  at  all 
justified  by  the  circumstances  General  Harding  and  the  mayor  of  the 
city,  with  Mr.  Williams,  deserve  special  mention  for  assistance  rendered 
in  removing  the  public  property.  In  my  judgment,  if  the  quartermaster 
and  commissary  had  remained  at  their  post  and  worked  diligently  with 
the  means  at  their  command,  the  Government  stores  might  all  have  been 
saved  between  the  time  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Donelson  and  the  arrival  of 
the  enemy  at  Nashville. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

N.  B.  FORREST, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Forresfs  Brigade  of  Cavalry, 


No.  7. 

Col.  Leon  TronsdaWs  responses  to  interrogatories  of  Committee  of  Con- 
federate  House  of  Representatives. 

Richmond,  Ya.,  March  11,  1862. 

Sir:  Herewith  I hand  you  my  answers  to  the  interrogatories  pro- 
pounded to  me  by  the  committee  and  transmitted  to  me  by  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

LEON  TROUSDALE. 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Recent  Military  Disas- 
ters of  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson. 

Answer  to  interrogatory  1st.  I am  a resident  of  Nashville,  and  my 
occupation  is  that  of  editor  and  publisher  of  a public  journal. 

2d.  I left  the  city  of  Nashville  about  9 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  Feb- 
ruary 23,  just  one  week  after  the  surrender  of  Fort  Donelson. 

3d.  General  A.  Sidney  Johnston  arrived  at  Nashville  and  took  quar- 
ters in  the  village  of  Edgefield,  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Guniber- 
land  River,  a few  days  before  the  fall  of  Donelson  j the  precise  date  1 
do  not  recollect.  His  forces  were  left  in  the  rear,  and  did  not  reach 
Nashville  until  Sunday,  February  16,  when  they  passed  through  the 
city  and  marched  in  the  direction  of  Murfreesborough.  I understand 
that  the  last  brigade  ])assed  through  the  city  on  Monday.  General 
Floyd’s  brigade  afterwards  arrived  from  Donelson. 

4th.  The  advance  of  General  Buell’s  forces  arrived  at  Edgefield,  o})- 
posite  Nashville,  on  Sunday  morning,  February  23. 
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5tli.  The  first  report  of  General  BiielPs  expected  advance  was  pro- 
mulgated in  the  city  on  Sunday  morning,  February  IG,  accompanied 
by  intelligence  of  the  surrender  of  our  forces  at  Donelson  and  the  an- 
nouncement that  General  Johnston  had  determined  not  to  make  a stand 
for  the  defense  of  Kashville,  which  was  verified  during  the  day  by  the 
movement  of  masses  of  Confederate  troops  through  the  city  in  a south- 
easterly direction,  on  the  Murfreesboro  ugh  turux)ike.  The  proximity 
of  Buell’s  forces,  as  reported,  however,  was  discredited  during  the  day. 
As  before  stated,  the  enemy’s  advance  did  not  reach  the  Cumberland 
at  iNashville  until  the  23d. 

Gth.  The  citizens  of  Nashville  were  startled  and  confounded  by  the 
intelligence,  and  by  the  announcement,  said  to  have  been  made  as  the 
opinion  of  General  Johnston,  that  the  gunboats  would  probably  arrive 
in  six  hours,  accompanied,  as  it  was,  by  his  expressed  determination 
not  to  make  a stand  for  the  defense  of  the  city.  Large  numbers  of  cit- 
izens had  been  drilling  in  companies  and  squads  for  several  days,  with 
the  design  of  aiding  the  Confederate  forces  in  making  such  defense  as 
might  be  resolved  on  by  the  general  commanding.  They  could  now  do 
nothing  but  fly  from  their  homes  or  submit  to  the  Federal  despotism — 
virtual  prisoners  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  unable  to  write,  speak, 
or  act  in  any  manner  not  in  accordance  with  the  will  of  their  despotic 
enemies.  Thousands  chose  the  former  alternative,  however  hard,  and 
left  their  beautiful  city,  “ fugitives,  without  a crime.” 

7th.  I know  nothing  of  the  strength  of  General  Buell’s  army,  now  at 
Nashville,  but  1 have  heard  it  estimated,  by  jiersons  from  that  vicinity, 
at  15,000  men. 

8th.  I do  not  think  that  Nashville  could  have  been  successfully  de- 
fended after  the  surrender  of  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson,  in  the  incom- 
plete state  of  the  fortifications  near  the  city,  and  with  the  rear  and 
flank  of  General  Johnston’s  forces  exposed,  in  consequence  of  the  enemy 
hav^ing  command  of  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  Fivers.  But  I 
believe  that  those  great  disasters  might  have  been  prevented  by  energy 
and  promptness;  and,  having  occurred,  that  the  enemy  might  have 
been  checked  in  his  advance  by  a proper  demonstration. 

No  troops  ever  fought  with  more  gallantry  and  endurance  than  the 
Confederate  forces  at  Donelson,  and  1 have  been  led  to  believe  that 
moderate  re-enforcements  in  season  would  have  secured  for  them  the 
fruits  of  their  valor  and  patient  sacrifices.  An  early  attention  to  the 
fortifications  on  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  and  greater  enterprise 
in  planning  and  perfecting  them,  I am  satisfied,  would  have  insured  a 
difierent  result. 

9th.  I learned  from  ofiienrs  who  were  with  the  rear  guard  of  our  army 
at  Bowling  Green  that  large  amounts  of  pork  and  some  unopened  boxes 
of  Enfield  rifles  and  Colt’s  navy  pistols  were  left  at  that  point,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  enemy  shelling  the  town  before  they  could  be  removed; 
but  they  were  burned  or  otherwise  destroyed,  as  best  they  could  be,  by 
General  Hardee.  Less  than  $1,000, GOO,  I was  informed,  would  be  the 
loss  of  stores  at  Nashville.  General  Floyd  and  Colonel  Forrest  exhib- 
ited extraordinary  energy  and  efii(‘iency  in  getting  off  Government 
stores  at  that  point.  Colonel  Forrest  remained  in  the  city  about  twenty- 
four  hours,  with  only  40  men,  after  the  arrival  of  the  enemy  at  Edgefield. 
These  officers  were  assisted  by  the  voluntary  efforts  of  several  patri- 
otic citizens  of  Nashville,  who  remdered  them  great  assistance.  Among 
these  I remember  Messrs.  John  AYilliams,  J.  J.  McCann,  H.  L.  Claiborne, 
and  E.  C.  McNairy. 
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No.  8. 

Memorandum  of  Col,  W,  W.  MacJcall,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
General  A.  Sidney  Johnston: 

General  ; I beard  you  give  the  order  to  General  Floyd  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  city  of  Nashville.  You  said  : 

I give  you  command  of  the  city.  You  will  remove  the  stores.  My  only  restriction 
is,  do  not  fight  a battle  in  the  city. 

W.  W.  MACKALL,  * 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


FEBRUARY  26,  1862. — Scout  to  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  H.  Morgan^  Kentuchy  Cavalry. 

Buchanan,  Tenn.,  February  27,  1862. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  yesterday,  the  2Gth  instant, 
left  camp  with  12  men  for  Nashville.  About  300  yards  this  side  of  last 
toll-gate  towards  town  T left  this  pike  and  crossed  through  Mr.  Trabine’s 
farm  to  the  Lebanon  pike.  Left  one  man  near  pike  to  bring  ns  intelli- 
gence of  the  enemy  if  any  should  come  along  the  pike.  We  then  fol- 
lowed the  Lebanon  pike  until  we  reached  the  city.  When  inside  the 
city  limits  found  the  pike  covered  with  water,  it  having  been  backed  up 
by  the  great  rise  in  the  river.  Just  at  that  point  met  a farmer,  who 
said  he  was  a Union  man.  Pressed  him  in  and  made  him  guide  us  over 
the  backwater.  He  took  us  forFederals,  as  he  afterwards  told  me.  We 
proceeded  into  the  city  on  Front  street  as  far  as  the  water-works,  and 
there  saw  a steamboat — the  Minna  Tonka.  She  laid  about  300  yards 
out  in  the  vast  field  which  covered  the  whole  valley.  She  was  chained 
fore  and  aft  to  trees.  She  laid  not  over  500  yards  above  the  gunboats 
and  their  large  fleet  of  transports.  Could  see  the  soldiers  distinctly  sit- 
ting upon  the  boats,  and  they  were  full  of  them.  Young  Buckner,  War- 
field,  and  Garrett  took  possession  of  a skiffc*  and  made  oars  of  a piece  of 
plank  fence  5 boarded  the  steamboat ; found  several  men  on  board  who 
seemed  preparing  to  get  up  steam  to  drop  down  the  stream  to  the  gun- 
boats ; made  the  crew  leave  in  a boat,  and  set  fire  in  several  places  to 
the  steamer,  and  reached  the  shore  in  safety.  The  troops  in  the  irii im- 
ports could  see  what  we  were  doing.  My  orders  were  to  fire  the  boat, 
and  then  cut  her  loose  and  let  her  drop  down  stream  and  set  the  other 
boats  on  fire,  but  this  I found  impossible  to  do,  on  account  of  the  steamer 
being  so  securely  moored  with  chain  cables.  At  least  2,000  citizens  gath- 
ered around  us  while  we  were  waiting  for  the  boys  to  get  liack  from  the 
steamer.  They  begged  us  to  leave ) told  us  the  Federal  cavalry  were 
scouring  the  city ; that  a large  party  of  cavalry  had  just  passed  through 
the  street  we  were  on.  Sent  all  my  men  but  5 out  the  pike,  with  direc- 
tion to  halt  at  the  cemetery.  Eemained  with  the  5 men  about  thirty 
minutes,  until  I saw  a large  body  of  cavalry  going  out  Murfreesborougli 
pike  at  a rapid  rate  ; then  started  after  my  command.  When  we  were 
half  way  through  the  water  that  was  ui)on  the  pike  a large  body  of  Fed- 
erals  rode  after  us  until  they  reached  the  water,  when  they  halted,  much 
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to  my  satisfaction.  We  then  retraced  our  steps  back  to  this  pike ; 
reached  our  man  who  was  standing  i)icket  just  before  sundown.  About 
three  minutes  before  we  reached  him  he  said  seven  officers — and  one  of 
them  a general — had  passed  through  and  stopped  at  the  gate  where  he 
Avas  standing,  not  20  yards  distant.  He  was  in  a clump  of  cedars.  When 
Ave  reached  him  the  officers  Avere  not  o\^er  700  yards  distant.  Kept  our 
position  about  an  hour.  A Mr.  James  came  out  and  informed  us  that 
there  AA^ere  men  encamped  at  the  toll-gate  that  had  refused  him  a permit 
to  leave  the  city,  but  he  walked  along  with  them  as  they  came  out,  and 
as  they  were  going  into  camp  he  passed  along.  He  had  just  left  wheu 
'another  man  rode  up.  I halted  him.  He  asked  me  if  I was  one  of  our 
l)ickets.  I replied,  if  he  meant  Federals,  we  were.  He  said  that  was 
Avhat  he  meant.  I then  asked  him  for  his  pass.  He  pulled  out  one  from 
General  Mitchel,  allowing  him  to  pass  and  repass  the  lines.  He  did  not 
want  me  to  keej)  it,  but  1 told  him  it  might  be  forgery,  and  that  I wished 
to  take  it  in  and  see  if  it  was  all  right.  He  has  been  professing  to  be  a 
Southern-rights  [man]  • he  is  a Lincolnite.  Lieutenant  West  and  my- 
self then  rode  up  to  the  toll-gate.  1 asked  the  man  Avho  lived  there  who 
were  those  officers  who  had  just  passed  through.  Said  he  did  not  know, 
but  that  they  were  looking  out  for  a place  to  camp.  While  talking  heard 
a body  of  cavalry  approaching.  We  fell  back  to  the  place  where  our 
men  Avere.  I Avaited  a few  minutes.  The  night  being  A^ery  dark,  could 
not  see  more  than  50  yards  ahead  of  us.  While  sitting  listening  I heard 
the  clink  of  sabers  about  GO  yards  from  us.  They  had  left  the  pike  and 
w'ere  riding  on  the  dirt  alongside  of  the  pike  to  keep  their  horses  from 
anaking  a noise.  We  were  close  to  the  fence  behind  cedar  trees.  They 
rode  up  Avithin  50  feet  of  us  and  stopped  about  live  minutes.  I dis- 
mounted and  took  a shot-gun  and  started  for  the  fence,  where  I could 
■easily  have  killed  two  or  three  of  them.  Just  as  I AAms  raisingto  put  my 
gun  through  the  fence  they  called  to  each  other  to  tire,  which  they  did 
and  then  ran  for  the  city.  We  returned  the  fire.  One  of  my  men  (Peter 
Atherton)  Avas  severely  Avounded,  being  shot  through  the  thigh.  Reached 
•camp  at  12  o’clock  last  night. 

Respectfully, 

JOBN  H.  MORGAK, 
Commanding  Squadron, 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Breckinridge. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters, 

Murfreesboroughj  Tenn.j  February  24  [1862] — 1 a.  m. 
Captain  Morgan: 

General  Hardee  has  information  that  200  or  300  Federal  ca  valry  crossed 
OA^er  into  KashAulle  this  evening  on  a steamboat.  General  Hardee  deems 
it  important  that  the  steamboat  should  be  burnt,  and  wishes  you  to  haA^e 
it  done  if  it  can  be  done. 

Respectfully,  { 

W.  D.  PICKETT,  . 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  i 
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MARCH  1,  1862. — Engagement  at  Pittsburg,  Tenn. 

K-EFORTS,  ETC. 

No.  1. — Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Ciillum,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — Congratulatory  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  Riiggles,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Cullum,  U.  8.  Army. 

Cairo,  III.,  Mareh  3,  1862. 

Am  quite  sick,  but  at  office.  Made  demoustratiou  yesterday  after- 
noon. Too  foggy  to  see  much.  Will  try  it  again  to-morrow  in  force. 
Saturday  gunboats  Tyler  and  Lexington  attacked  rebel  battery  of  six 
guns,  supported  by  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry,  at 
Pittsburg,  on  Tennessee  River.  Under  cover  of  the  grape  and  shell  of 
gunboats,  some  sailors,  and  two  companies  of  Illinois  sharpshooters 
landed  and  destroyed  house  where  battery  had  been  placed.  The  enemy 
being  re-enforced,  our  men  returned  to  gunboats.  Loss,  2 killed,  3 
missing,  and  G wounded.  Enemy’s  much  greater. 

G.  W.  CULLUM, 

Brigeidier- General. 

Major-General  Halleck,  8amt  LouiSy  Mo. 


No.  2. 

Congratulatory  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  Buggies^  G.  8.  Army. 

General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  First  Diy.  0.  S.  Troops, 

No.  7.  / Second  Grand  Div.  Army  Miss.  Valley, 

Corinth^  Miss.^  Mareh  8,  1862. 

# * * # ' * * * 

II.  The  brigadier-general  commanding  the  First  Corps  of  the  Second 
Grand  Division  of  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  has  been  requested 
by  General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  commanding  the  forces,  to  express  to 
Colonel  [A.]  Mouton,  and  his  Eighteenth  Regiment  Louisiana  Volunteers, 
his  ‘‘thanks  for  their  brilliant  success  on  their  first  encounter  with  the 
enemy  at  Pittsburg,  Tenn.,  on  the  28th  ultimo  [1st  instant?],  and  the 
hope  that  it  is  only  the  forerunner  of  still  more  gallant  deeds  on  the 
part  of  the  regiment.”  To  this  testimonial  the  brigadier-general  com- 
manding adds  his  grateful  acknowledgments  to  Colonel  Mouton  and  his 
regiment  for  zeal  and  gallantry  in  the  performance  of  a signal  service. 
******.* 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Ruggles : 

R.  M.  nOOE, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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MAECH  2-3,  1862. — Columbus,  Ky.,  evacuated  by  tfiie  Confederate  and 
occupied  by  the  Union  forces. 

REFOR.TS. 

No.  1. — Flag-Officer  Andrew  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy. 

No.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Cnllum,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  3. — Maj.  Gen.  Leonidas  Polk,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Flag-Officer  Andrew  E.  Foote,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Columbus,  Ky.,  March  4,  18G2. 

Sm : Columbus  is  in  our  possession.  My  armed  reconnaissance  on 
the  2d  instant  caused  a hasty  evacuation,  the  rebels  leaving  quite  a num- 
ber of  guns  and  carriages,  ammunitiou,  and  a large  quantity  of  shot  and 
shell,  a considerable  number  of  anchors,  and  the  remnant  of  chain  lately 
stretched  across  the  river,  with  a large  number  of  torpedoes.  Most  of 
the  huts,  tents,  and  quarters  destroyed.  The  works  are  of  very  great 
strength,  consisting  of  formidable  tiers  of  batteries  on  the  water  side 
aud  on  the  land  side,  surrounded  by  a ditch  and  abatis. 

General  Sherman,  with  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  not  knowing 
that  the  works  were  last  evening  occupied  by  490  of  the  Second  Illinois 
Cavalry  as  a scouting  party,  sent  by  General  Sherman  from  Paducah, 
niade  a bold  dash  to  the  shore  under  the  water  batteries,  hoisting  the 
American  llag  on  the  summit  of  the  bluff,  greeted  by  the  hearty  cheers 
of  our  brave  tars  and  soldiers.  The  force  consisted  of  six  gunboats, 
four  mortar  boats,  and  three  transports,  having  on  board  two  regiments 
nnd  two  battalions  of  infantry,  under  command  of  Colonel  Buford  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Northrop,  Majors  Sanger  and  Andrews.  Generals 
Cnllum  and  Sherman,  being  in  command  of  the  troops — the  former 
leaving  a sick  bed  to  go  ashore — discovered  what  was  evidently  a maga- 
zine on  fire  at  both  extremities,  and  immediately  ordered  the  train  to  be 
cut,  and  thus  saved  the  lives  of  the  garrison. 

While  I cannot  express  too  strongly  my  admiration  of  the  gallantry 
and  wise  counsels  of  the  distinguished  chief  of  staff'  and  engineer  of 
General  Halleck  (General  Cnllum),  I must  also -add  that  Commanders 
Dove,  Walke,  Stembel,  and  Lieutenant  Commanders  Paulding,  Thomp- 
son, Shirk,  and  Phelps — the  latter  being  in  command  of  the  mortar 
division,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Lyford,  of  the  Ordnance  Corps  of  the 
U.  S.  Army — nobly  performed  their  duty. 

I have  my  flag  aboard  the  Cincinnati,  commanded  by  the  gallant 
Commander  Stembel. 

General  Sherman  remains  temporarily  in  command  at  Columbus. 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Flag-Officer. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Cnllum,  U.  S.  Army. 

Columbus,  Ky.,  March  4,  1862. 

Columbus,  the  Gibraltar  of  the  West,  is  ours,  and  Kentucky  is  free; 
thanks  to  the  brilliant  strategy  of  the  campaign,  by  which  the  enemy^s 
center  was  pierced  at  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson,  his  wings  isolated  from 
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each  other  and  turned,  compelling  thus  the  evacuation  of  his  strongholds 
of  Bowling  Green  first  and  now  Columhus. 

At  4 o’clock  this  morning  the  flotilla,  under  Flag-Officer  Foote,  con- 
sisting of  six  gunboats,  commanded  by  Captains  Dove,  VValke,  Stem- 
bel,  Paulding,  Thompson,  and  Shirk,  and  four  mortar  boats,  in  charge 
of  Caxitain  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Lyford,  Ordnance 
Cori:)S,  U.  S.  Army,  and  three  transports  conveying  Colonel  Buford’s 
Twenty-seventh  Illinois  Eegiment  and  battalions  of  the  Fift^’-fourtli 
and  Seventy-tirst  Ohio  and  Fifty-fifth  Illinois^  commanded  b^"  Majors 
Andrews  and  Sanger,  the  whole  brigade  being  under  Brigadier  General 
Sherman,  who  rendered  me  most  valuable  and  efficient  assistance. 

On  arriving  at  Columbus  it  was  difficult  to  say  whether  the  fortifica- 
tions were  occupied  by  our  own  cavalry  on  a scout  from  Paducah  or  by  the 
enemy.  Every  preparation  was  made  for  opening  fire  and  landing  the 
infantry,  when  General  Sherman  and  Captain  Phelps,  with  30  soldiers, 
made  a dashing  reconnaissance  with  a tug,  steaming  directly  under  the 
water  batteries.  Satisfied  that  our  troops  had  possession,  they  landed, 
ascended  to  the  summit  of  the  bluff,  and  together  jilanted  the  Stars  and 
Striijes  amid  the  heartiest  cheers  of  our  brave  tars  and  soldiers.  Though 
rising  from  a sick  bed  to  go  upon  the  expedition,  I could  not  resist  land- 
ing to  examine  the  works,  which  are  of  immense  strength,  consisting  of 
tiers  upon  tiers  of  batteries  on  the  river  front,  and  a strong  jiarapet  and 
ditch,  covered  by  a thick  abatis,  on  the  land  side.  The  fortifications  aj)- 
pear  to  have  been  evacuated  hastily,  considerable  quantity  of  ordnance 
and  ordnance  stores,  a number  of  anchors,  and  the  remnant  of  the  chain 
which  was  once  stretched  over  the  river,  and  a large  supply  of  torpedoes 
remaining.  Desolation  was  visib.e  everywhere  j huts,  tents,  barracks 
l)resented  nothing  but  their  blackened  remains.  Though  the  town  was 
spared,  I discovered  what  appeared  a large  magazine  smoking  from  both 
extremities,  and  caused  the  train  to  be  immediately  cut.  A garrison 
was  left  in  the  work  of  nearly  2,000  infantry  and  400  cavalry,  which  I 
will  strengthen  immediately. 

I urged  u])oii  Flag-Officer  Foote  the  importance  of  immediately  at- 
tacking the  batteries  of  Island  No.  10  and  Eew  Madrid,  but  that  gallant 
commodore,  after  consulting  with  his  brave  officers,  was  of  the  opinion 
that  two  or  three  days  of  repairs  to  the  gunboats  was  indispensable. 

G.  W.  CULLUM, 

Brigadier- General  Volunteers^  U.  8.  Army,  Chief  of  Staff, 

Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  fouis,  Mo. 


Eo.  3. 

V 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Leonidas  PolJc,  C.  S.  Army. 

Columbus,  Ky.,  March  2,  1802. 

The  work  is  done.  Columbus  gone.  Self  and  staff'  move  in  half  an 
-hour.  Everything  secured. 

L.  POLK. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War, 


Hdqbs.  First  Grand  Div.,  Army  of  the  IMississippi, 

Humboldt,  Tenn.,  March  18,  1802. 

On  the  day  of  the  evacuation  of  Columbus  I telegrai)hed  General 
Beauregard  it  was  accomplished,  and  I avail  myself  of  the  first  leisure 
I have  had  to  submit  my  official  report. 
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Upon  receipt  of  instructions  from  the  War  Department,  through  Gen- 
eral Beauregard,  to  evacuate  Columbus  and  select  a defensive  position 
below,  I proceeded  to  arrange  and  organize  a plan  for  the  accomplish- 
?iient  of  that  object,  and  to  execute  it  with  as  much  celerity  as  the  safety 
of  my  command  and  the  security  of  the  public  i>roperty  at  risk  would 
allow. 

The  position  below  offering  most  advantages  for  defensive^  works,  and 
which  it  wns  agreed  to  adopt,  was  that  embracing  Island  ilo.  10,  the 
main  land  in  Madrid  Bend,  on  the  Tennessee  shore,  and  'New  Madrid. 
At  the  two  latter  places  works  had  been  thrown  up  during  the  last 
autumn,  and  measures  were  already  in  progress  for  increasing  their 
strength  by  the  construction  of  heavy  batteries. 

On  February  25  1 issued  orders  for  the  removal  of  the  sick  as  a pre- 
l^aratory  step.  Orders  were  also  issued  by  me  for  the  removal  of  the 
commissary  and  quartermasters  stores;  then  the  ordnance  stores  of 
every  description,  and  then  the  heavy  guns.  These  orders  were  exe- 
cuted promptly  and  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner. 

To  Brigadier-General  McCown  was  assigned  the  command  of  the 
river  defenses  at  the  position  chosen.  His  division  was  ordered  thither 
on  tbe  27th.  A sufficient  number  of  guns  having  been  placed  in  bat- 
tery to  make  that  position  secure,  all  the  rest  of  the  troops,  excepting 
the  cavalry,  moved  on  the  1st,  General  IStewart’s  brigade  going  by 
steamer  to  New  Madrid,  the  remainder  marching  by  land  to  Union  City 
under  General  Cheatham. 

[ remained  with  my  staff  and  the  cavalry  to  supervise  the  comple- 
tion of  the  work  until  the  following  day.  The  last  sbipinentlof  articles 
of  s])ecial  value  being  made,  the  quarters  and  other  buildings  erected 
by  our  troops  were  consigned  to  the  flames  by  the  cavalry,  and  at  3 p. 
in.  myself  and  staff  followed  our  retiring  column. 

The  enemy’s  cavalry,  the  first  of  his  forces  to  arrive  after  the  evacu- 
ation, reached  Columbus  in  the  afternoon  next  day,  twenty-four  hours 
after  the  last  of  our  troops  had  left. 

In  five  days  we  removed  the  accumulation  of  six  months,  taking  with 
us  all  our  commissary  and  quartermaster’s  stores,  an  amount  sufficient 
to  supply  my  whole  command  for  eight  months;  all  our  powder  and 
other  ammunition  and  ordnance  stores,  excepting  a few  shot  and  gun- 
carriages,  and  every  heavy  gun  in  the  fort.  Two  32-pounder»,  in  a re- 
mote outwork,  were  tbe  only  valuable  guns  left,  and  these,  with  three 
or  four  small  and  indifferent  carronades,  similarly  situateil,  were  spiked 
and  rendered  useless. 

The  whole  number  of  pieces  of  artillery  composing  our  armament  was 
one  hundred  and  torty. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  POLK, 

Major- General j Commanding, 

Col.  Thomas  Jordan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Jackson,  Tenn, 
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CORRESPONDENCE,  ORDERS,  AND  RETURNS  RELATING  TO 
OPERATIONS  IN  KENTUCKY,  TENNESSEE,  NORTHERN 
ALABAMA,  AND  SOUTHWEST  VIRGINIA  FROM  NOVEM- 
BER 19,  1861,  TO  MARCH  4,  1862. 

TJNioisr  coRRESFOisruENCE:,  etc. 

General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  1.  i Saint  Louis,  Liovemher  19,  1861. 

I.  In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  97,  Headquarters  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  November  9,  1861,  the  undersigned  hereby  takes 
the  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  including  the  States 
of  Missouri,  Iowa,  Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  Illinois,  Arkansas,  and  that 
portion  of  Kentucky  west  of  the  Cumberland  River. 

II.  All  reports  and  returns  required  by  Army  Regulations  will  be 
made  to  the  headquarters  in  the  city  of  Saint  Louis. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


■ Louisville,  Ky.,  November  19,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Division,  Crab  Orchard,  Ky. : 

Sir:  General  Buell  directs  me  to  say  that  the  orders  he  has  given 
you  in  reference  to  the  movement  of  your  command*  contemplate  the 
whole  of  it,  and  it  will,  in  consequence,  not  be  necessary  to  continue 
the  depot  from  which  you  are  now  supplied.  You  will  come  upon  a line 
of  which  Louisville  and  not  Cincinnati  will  be  the  main  depot. 

The  general  desires  to  be  informed  in  due  season  of  the  time  at  which 
you  will  probably  arrive  at  Liberty,  as  he  intends  to  have  further  in- 
structions ready  to  reach  you  when  you  get  to  that  iioint. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  East  Tennessee  Brigade, 

Camp  Calvert,  November  19,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding,  Ac.,  Crab  Orchard: 

General:  I have  just  received  information  that  the  rebels,  5,000 
strong,  were  last  night  at  Flat  Lick,  8 miles  above  Barboursville  and 
32  miles  from  this  place.  The  messenger  left  Barboursville  this  morn- 
ing. As  I can  make  no  stand  at  this  place  without  artillery  with  my 
force,  which  consists  of  only  some  2,000  effective  men,  I shall,  on  obtain- 
ing certain  information  of  the  enemy’s  approach,  if  ])ossible  move  in 
the  direction  of  Somerset. 

From  our  very  limited  means  of  transportation  I shall  probably  have 
to  destroy  nearly  the  whole  of  our  rations,  as  I shall  not  be  able  to  move 
more  than  our  camp  equipage. 


See  Thomas  to  Carter,  Series  I,  Vol.  IV,  361. 
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AVere  I sure  of  your  being  still  at  Crab  Orchard  I should  of  course 
fall  back  on  Eock  Castle,  uotwithstandiug  the  almost  impassable  state 
of  the  roads ; but  as  I have  been  told  you  had  left  the  Crab  Orchard,  I 
must  take  your  advice  and  retire  to  Somerset. 

I ueed  not  say,  general,  how  much  I regret  the  necessity  of  this  move, 
but  I can  see  no  help  for  it,  as  this  place,  without  artillerv  and  with  so 
small  a force,  is  altogether  indefensible.  I have  sent  out  to  press  all  the 
wagons  that  can  be  obtained;  but  as  most  of  them  were  taken  by  Gen- 
eral Schoepf  s troops,  I fear  I can  obtain  but  few,  if  any. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  CAETEE, 

Acting  Brigadier -General^  Commanding. 


Cincinnati,  Ohio,  November  20,  1861. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis: 

Sir  : Will  you  allow  me  to  suggest  the  consideration  of  a great  move- 
ment by  land  and  water  up  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  Eivers 

1st.  AVould  it  not  allow  of  water  transportation  halfway  to  Nashville? 

2d.  AA^ould  it  not  necessitate  the  evacuation  of  Columbus  by  threat- 
ening their  railway  communication? 

3d.  AVould  it  not  necessitate  the  retreat  of  General  Buckner  by  threat- 
ening his  railway  lines  ? 

4th.  Is  it  not  the  most  passable  route  into  Tennessee? 

Yours,  resi)ectfully,  &c.,  * 

CHAS.  WHITTLESEY, 
Colonel j and  Chief  of  Engineer  Eepartment. 


Headquarters, 

Crah  Orchard^  EoveMer  20,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Carter, 

Commanding  Camp  Calvert: 

General  : Your  dispatch  [of  19th  instant]  has  just  been  received. 
My  orders  are  to  move  towards  ‘Columbia,  and  therefore  am  unable  to 
render  you  any  assistance.  You  must  exercise  your  best  judgment  as 
to  the  best  route  to  retreat,  should  your  information  prove  correct  con- 
cerning the  approach  of  the  enemy;  but  from  all  the  information  I have 
I should  think  the  road  to  Eichmond  the  best  and  easiest  to  defend.  I 
will  immediately  dispatch  to  General  Buell. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  TBOMAS, 

Brigadier- General j U.  S.  Vols.y  Commanding. 


Camp  Calvert,  East  Tennessee, 

November  20,  1861. 

General  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding^  cfc..  Crab  Orchard: 

General:  The  news  I received  and  forwarded  you  last  evening 
seemed  to  be  reliable,  and  I accordingly  forwarded  it  to  you ; but  from 
intelligence  received  to-day  through  scouts  sent  to  Barboursville  I learn 
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tliat  the  rebel  force  was  much  exaggerated,  as  by  their  statement  no 
more  than  one  regiment  was  at  Flat  Lick,  and  that  returned  towards 
the  Ford  yesterday. 

I had  made  all  the  preparation  in  my  power  to  save  as  many  of  the 
public  stores  as  possible,  having  determined  in  case  of  absolute  neces- 
sity to  destroy  the  rest,  and  then  deal  with  the  rebels  as  I could. 

If  the  quartermaster  can  send  me  more  wagons  and  teams,  so  as  to 
fill  up  the  number  we  are  entitled  to,  it  will  add  not  only  to  our  conven- 
ience, but  efficiency,  as  well  as  be  no  small  saving  to  the  Government. 

Eecruits  are  arriving  almost  every  day  from  East  Tennessee.  We 
have  no  arms  to  put  into  their  hands.  The  Union  men  coming  to  us 
represent  the  i^eople  in  East  Tennessee  as  waiting  with  the  utmost 
anxiety  the  arrival  of  the  Federal  forces.  They  are  all  ready  to  join 
them  and  do  their  part  towards  the  deliverance  of  their  native  laud. 
Union  camps  are  already  forming  in  some  of  the  counties,  and  unless 
help  soon  reaches  them,  as  they  have  but  little  ammunition,  they  will 
be  scattered  or  destroyed. 

Will  you  please  send  me  some  rifle  powder.  I am  greatly  in  want  of 
stationery. 

With  the  hope  of  soon  seeing  you  here,  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

S.  P.  CAETEE, 

Acting  Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 


Columbia,  Ky.,  ISfovemher  20,  1861. 

General  George  H.  Thomas: 

I am  here  with  my  regiment  safe  in  camp.  The  danger  at  this  place 
is  not  now  threatening.  The  enemy  has  again  fallen  back  to  Monroe 
County.  Zollicofler’s  forces,  under  General  Lee,  have  been  moving 
across  the  mountain  towards  Jamestown,  Tenn.,  or  Camp  McGinnis.  I 
have  not,  however,  been  able  to  hear  anything  from  them  since  they 
passed  through  Huntsville,  in  Scott  County.  We  sent  some  five  of  Col- 
onel Wolford’s  men  through  Clinton  to  scout,  but  they  ha\-e  not  yet  had 
time  to  get  in. 

If  you  can  get  all  your  forces  here  with  General  Boyle’s  and  General 
Ward’s,  you  can  make  a movement  upon  Buckner’s  flank  and  success- 
fully turn  him.  I do  not  doubt  that  a forward  movement  from  here 
would  niake  him  retreat  from  Kentucky  precipitately.  He  is  not  near 
so  strong  as  represented.  His  forces  do  not  exceed  20,000,  and  a move- 
ment upon  his  flank  before  he  is  re-enforced  by  General  Lee  would  run 
him  from  Kentucky.  The  movements  he  is  making  I am  persuaded  are 
to  cover  his  weakness  and  hold  in  check  a forward  movement  until  he 
can  be  re-enforced.  Such  I am  now  convinced  is  the  cause  of  all  these 
threatening  movements  upon  Clinton,  Wayne,  Cumberland,  Barren,  &c. 
It  is  but  the  trick  of  a desperate  gamester. 

I hope  to  see  you  soon  at  this  place,  and  would  not  be  in  the  least  sur- 
prised if  your  movement  in  this  direction  does  not  cause  a hasty  retreat 
from  Kentucky  anyhow;  especially  if  they  take  up  the  idea  that  it  is  a 
flank  movement,  as  Buckner  will  be  ai)t  to  do.* 

Eespectfully, 

THO.  E.  BEAMLETTE, 

Colonel  First  Regiment  Infantry^  Kentucky  Volunteers. 


Some  matters  of  detail  omitted. 
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Headquarters  District  Southeast  Missouri, 

Cairo,  November  21,  1861. 

Capt.  J.  C.  Kelton, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 

General  Orders,  ISTo.  1,  of  the  19th  instant,  Department  of  the  Mis- 
souri, is  just  received.  During  the  temporary  absence  of  headquarters 
from  Saint  Louis  I made  a report  to  Major-General  McClellan,  and  was" 
directed  by  him  to  make  a full  report  of  all  my  command,  how  located^ 
their  wants,  &c.  This  has  been  done,  but  no  requisitions  forwarded. 

My  command  embraces  the  posts  of  Cape  Girardeau  and  Bird’s  Point, 
Mo.,  Fort  Holt,  Ky.,  and  Cairo  and  Mound  City,  111.  For  strength  of  each 
command  see  tri-monthly  report,  which  will  be  forwarded  in  a day  or  two. 

Paducah  and  Smithland  compose  a separate  district.  Since  the  affair 
of  Belmont,  on  the  7th  instant,  quite  a number  of  Northern  men  have 
made  their  escape  from  the  South,  not  a few  of  them  soldiers.  From  this 
source  I have  got  what  I believe  a reliable  statement  of  the  strength  of 
the  enemy;  the  position  of  his  batteries;  number  of  his  troops,  &c. 

There  are  now  at  Columbus  forty-seven  regiments  of  infantry  and 
cavalry,  two  companies  of  light  artillery,  and  over  one  hundred  pieces 
of  heavy  ordnance.  All  the  statements  I have  received  corroborate 
each  other.  In  addition  to  these  there  are  at  Camp  Beauregard,  on  the 
road  about  half  way  between  Maylield  and  Union  City,  some  8,000  more, 
of  all  arms,  under  command  of  Major  Bowen,  of  Camp  Jackson  notoiiety. 
The  position  of  the  camp  may  have  been  changed  since  I last  heard  from 
them,  but  the  force  is  exclusive  of  those  enumerated  above. 

The  enemy  are  working  night  and  day  upon  their  fortifications,  and 
the  greatest  consternation  has  prevailed  for  the  last  ten  days  lest 
Columbus  should  be  attacked.  kJnding  that  they  are  let  alone,  they 
may  be  induced  to  act  on  the  offensive  if  more  troops  are  not  sent  here 
soon.  A gunboat  reached  Columbus  the  night  of  the  19th  instant,  and 
another  is  expected  within  a lew  days. 

The  condition  of  this  command  is  bad  in  every  particular  except  dis- 
cipline. In  this  latter  I think  they  will  compare  favorably  with  almost 
any  volunteers.  There  is  great  deficiency  in  transportation.  I have  no 
ambulances.  The  clothing  received  has  been  almost  universally  of  an 
inferior  quality  and  deficient  in  quantity.  The  arms  in  the  hands  of  the 
men  are  mostly  the  old  flint  lock  repaired,  the  Tower”  musket,  and 
others  of  still  more  inferior  quality. 

IMy  cavalry  force  are  none  of  them  properly  armed — the  best  being 
deficient  in  sword-belts  and  having  the  old  pattern  carbines.  Eight 
companies  are  entirely  without  arms  of  any  description. 

The  Quartermaster’s  Department  has  been  carried  on  here  with  so 
little  funds  that  Government  credit  has  become  exhausted.  I would 
urgently  recommend  that  relief  in  this  i)articular  be  afforded  at  as  early 
a day  as  practicable. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 
Brigadier-  General. 

P.  S. — The  facts  relating  to  arms,  clothing.  Quartermaster’s  Depart- 
ment, &c.,  have  been  frequently  reported  and  requisitions  made. 


Stanford,  Ky.,  November  21,  1861. 
Capt.  J.  B.  Fry,  A\  A.  G.  and  Chief  of  Staff, 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Ohio,  Louisville,  Ky. : 

Sir:  Tour  communication  of  the  19th  has  just  been  received.  The 
roads  being  in  such  bad  condition  I am  compelled  to  move  by  Danville 
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aud  Lebanon  to  get  to  Columbia.  It  is  not  possible  at  this  season  of 
Uie  year  to  go  by  Liberty.  ,I  have  therefore  concluded  to  halt  at  this 
l)lace  for  the  general’s  instructions  5 in  the  mean  time  measures  have 
been  taken  to  remove  all  troops  from  London,  and  I am  in  hopes  tliey 
will  be  able  to  start  next  Saturday,  and  reach  here  on  Wednesday,  the 
27th.  The  roads  between  Crab  Orchard  and  London  are  in  wretched 
condition,  and  the  animals  very  much  reduced. 

There  are  a large  number  of  sick  at  Crab  Orchard,  which  will  make 
it  necessary  for  Cok)nel  Coburn  to  remain  there  with  his  regiment  lor 
two  weeks  or  more. 

Cai)tain  Gillem  can  give  the  general  any  information  he  may  desire 
in  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  troops  and  means  of  transportation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier- General^  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

P.  S. — I have  with  me  the  Seventeenth  and  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  Kegi- 
ments;  with  General  Schoepf,  near  Lebanon,  the  two  batteries  of  artil- 
lery, the  Fourteenth  Ohio,  and  the  Second  Kegiment  Kentucky  Volun- 
teers. Bramlette’s  and  Wolford’s  regiments  are  at  Columbia. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  Novemher  22, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  Georoe  B.  McClellan  : 

My  Hear  Friend  : The  Kentucky  regiments  are  being  consoli- 
dated, some  forty  or  fifty  fragments  worked  into  about  twenty-two  full 
regiments,  and  mustered  into  service  as  rapidly  as  i)ossible,  and  I shall 
expect  soon  to  get  them  somewhat  in  hand.  They  are  now  scattered 
all  over  the  State  for  the  convenience  of  recruiting.  As  near  as  I can 
ascertain,  some  10,000  stands  of  arms  will  be  required  to  complete  their 
armament.  Two  of  the  Ohio  regiments  from  Camp  Dennison  have 
arrived.  The  other  has  been  diverted  by  our  officious  Governor  to  Gal- 
lipolis,  where  its  colonel  is  telegraphing  mysteriously  to  unauthorized 
])ersons  for  cavalry  for  his  ‘^expedition  to  J.”  The  Governor  evid(*ntly 
looks  upon  all  Ohio  troops  as  his  army.  He  requires,  I am  told,  morning 
reports  from  them,  and  their  quartermasters  to  forward  their  returns  to 
him.  I shall  stop  all  this  sort  of  thing.  But  everything  here  has  been 
■ done  in  the  most  extraordinary  manner.  Every  colonel  and  brigadier- 
general  has  his  personal  establishment  or  army.  I learned  this  morn- 
ing that  a company  of  cavalry,  got  up  by  the  Governor  of  Indiana  as  a 
body  guard  to  General  McCook,  had  iiassed  through  the  city  without 
reporting,  and  reported  to  its  general.  It  is  unnecessary  to  add  that  I 
ordered  it  forthwith  to  repair  to  another  iilace.  Then  General  Mitchel 
had  his  body  guard,  which  I have  been  obliged  to  interfere  with.  Fol- 
lowing out  the  idea,  the  brigade  commanders  have  their  (;avalry  and 
their  batteries,  which  they  tell  the  division  commander  he  has  nothing 
to  do  with.  I mention  these  little  items  to  show  you  what  sort  of  organi- 
zation and  subordination  has  existed  in  these  remote  parts. 

And  now  to  come  to  strategy : Without  abandoning  any  line,  I am  con- 
centrating somewhat  for  the  purpose  of  organization  and  outfit.  I am 
studying  the  country  and  our  enemy,  and  I believe  I am  wasting  no 
: time.  I shall  be  prepared  to  do  anything  you  think  best  after  you  hear 
>.  what  I propose  to  do,  and  I shall  do  nothing  that  you  are  not  willing 
i to  assent  to.  I do  not  expect  to  be  tardy,  but  I do  not  mean  to  be 
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disturbed  by  unreasonable  newspaper  clamor,  and  I expect  that  your 
confidence  in  me  will  not  be  shaken  by  that  abuse  either.  I have  by 
no  means  abandoned  the  idea  which  you  put  forward  promineucly;  on 
the  contrary,  I am  studying  it  carefully  and  preparing  for  it,  for  I find 
some  attraction  in  it;  but  neither  have  I determined  on  it  absolutely, 
unless  I am  to  understand  that  the  Adjutant-GeneraPs  letter  absolutely 
requires  it.  If  it  does,  I shall  execute  it  carefully  and  with  a, 11  my 
might.  Governor  Johnson  is  here.  I have  talked  freely  with  him,  and 
I think  thus  far  satisfied  him.  I believe  I shall  do  so  entirely  as  far 
as  purposes  are  concerned;  but  whether  the  execution  will  realize  all 
our  hopes  is  a matter  for  the  future  to  dispose  of.  For  my  own  part  I 
do  not  fear  to  try ; neither  do  1 wish  to  appear  overconfident. 

The  route  we  had  in  our  eye  wins  upon  me  the  more  I investigate  it. 
I am  pretty  nearly  assured  that  it  has  decided  advantages  over  the  old 
one.  I do  not  mention  names,  for  I have  an  enormous  respect  for  secrecy 
in  military  operations,  and  therefore  it  is,  and  also  because  I want  to 
speak  to  you  freely,  that  I like  that  you  should  allow  me  to  write  infor- 
mally, rather  than  through  official  channels,  for  there  is  no  secret  in  the 
Adjutant -General’s  Office. 

Sherman  still  insists  that  I require  200,000  men.  I am  quite  content 
to  try  with  a good  many  less ; but  I do  not  want  to  abate  iu  the  end 
what  you  yourself  thought  desirable,  if  not  necessary.  It  will  be  impor- 
tant that  Halleck  shall  strike  at  the  same  time  that  I do,  and  I think 
you  will  agree  that  his  blow  should  await  my  preparation. 

As  for  our  enemy,  I do  not  find  it  difficult  to  ascertain  pretty  nearly 
what  he  is  and  what  he  is  doing — at  least  within  a certain  limit.  First, 
he  is  fortifying  pretty  strougly  at  Bowling  Green,  and  he  has  some 
weak  batteries  on  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee.  Second,  he  can  con- 
centrate at  Bowling  Green  in  three  or  four  hours  some  20,000  or  25,000 
men.  As  for  his  attacking,  though  I do  not  intend  to  be  unprepared 
for  him,  yet  I should  almost  as  soon  expect  to  see  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac marching  up  the  road. 

This  is  rather  a i)rolix  letter  for  a man  who  has  not  much  time  for 
light  reading,  but  it  has  the  same  advantage — you  can  put  it  aside 
without  much  loss  of  your  hearing  of  it. 

Cannot  you  get  me  on  the  track  of  the  Fort  Eandall  companies? 
Please  do  not  let  the  Departments  put  off  my  calls. 

If  you  have  any  unoccupied  brigadiers — not  my  seniors  (?) — send  six 
or  eight,  even  though  they  should  be  no  better  than  marked  poles. 

Sincerely,  yours, 

D.  C.  BUELL. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis^  November  22,  186i. 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  F.  Smith, 

Commanding^  ffic.,  at  Padueali^  Ky. : 

It  is  reported  that  General  Hardee,  with  8,000  men,  is  about  to  cross 
the  Ohio  between  the  Wabash  and  Cumberland,  to  destroy  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  and  the  Illinois  Central  Eailroad.  Others  say  that  he  is  to 
be  re-enforced  by  General  Polk  and  attack  Paducah.  Keep  me  advised 
of  the  enemy’s  movements. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major- General, 
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Louisville,  JSFovemher  22,  18G1 — 8.15  p.  m. 
(Eeceivecl  November  23,  1801 — 8.30  a.  m.) 
General  George  H.  Thomas,  Danville: 

If  the  regiments  at  London  have  not  started  to  move  by  the  time  you 
can  communicate  with  them,  order  them  to  remain  at  London. 

By  command  of  General  Buell : 

JAMES  B.  FEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  East  Tennessee  Brigade, 

Camp  Calvert,  November  22,  1861.  (Eeceived  Nov.  23,  1801.) 
Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  Commanding,  &c. : 

General:  Your  dispatch  of  20th  [218^?]  instant  from  Stanford, 
ordering  me  to  break  jap  the  camp  at  London  and  join  you  with  my  com- 
mand, has  just  been  received. 

I shall  endeavor,  if  I can  obtain  means  of  transportation,  to  start  the 
sick  and  hospital  stores  -forward  in  the  morning,  and  hope  to  follow  with 
the  rest  of  my  command  just  as  soon  as  I can  press  or  hire  wagons  to 
move  the  subsistence  stores  and  ammunition  now  at  this  place. 

Although  this  brigade  has  a great  dread  of  the  Blue-grass  country, 
and  are  most  desirous  of  driving  the  rebels  from  East  Tennessee  in  the 
quickest  possible  time,  I trust  tLiere  will  be  no  difhculty  in  moving  them 
to  any  point  where  there  is  a prospect  of  meeting  our  common  enemy. 

Owing  to  the  condition  of  the  roads  over  Eockcastle  Hills  it  is  possi- 
ble that  I may,  in  case  I obtain  a favorable  account  of  the  Somerset  road, 
proceed  to  join  you  with  those  lit  for  service  via  that  place.  Should  I 
do  so,  I will  advise  you  by  special  messenger. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  CAETEE, 

Acting  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Louisville,  November  23,  1861. 

General  McClellan,  W asMngtoii : 

I have  a report  not  yet  confirmed  that  Zollicoffer,  6,000  strong,  has 
crossed  the  Cumberland  at  Gainesborough,  probablj"  on  his  way  to  Bowl- 
ing Green;  also  a rumor  of  the  same  sort  that  about  the  same  number 
have  left  Bowling  Green  going  north.  Neither  is  improbable. 

The  burned  bridges  are  being  repaired  with  my  consent.  I have  a 
letter  from  the  Adjutant- General.  Have  you  seen  cause  to  curtail  my 
discretion  ? Will  write  to-night. 

H.  C.  BUELL. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Paducah,  Ky.,  November  23,  1861. 
To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Sir  : I have  just  answered  General  Halleck’s  telegram*  in  relation  to 
Hardee^s  supposed  purpose  of  crossing  the  Ohio  between  the  Wabash 
and  the  Cumberland.  I have  said  : 

My  last  information  was  that  2,000  men,  with  three  field  gnns,  were  at  Princeton, 
running  ofi‘  hogs — plundering  generally.  I have  sent  the  gunboat  Conestoga  to  gain 
information  and  watch  the  Ohio. 
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Oue  of  the  three  points  of  attack  to  be  made  simultaneously  on  this 
place,  it  has  always  been  understood,  is  to  be  by  the  Tennessee  or  Cum- 
berland, or  both.  The  idea  has  military  merit.  What  renders  it  prob- 
able (whenever  the  attack  is  to  come  oft)  is  that  the  enemy  is  construct- 
ing one  or  more  gunboats  far  up  the  Cumberland,  and  at  Sandy  Creek, 
up  the  Tennessee,  some  8 miles  beyond  the  State  line,  he  has  been  con- 
verting river  steamers  (two  or  three)  into  iron-plated  gunboats,  to  be 
heavily  armed.  This  river  side  is  my  weak  point. 

The  inhabitants  in  the  counties  east  of  the  Cumberland  and  border- 
ing on  the  river  are  much  alarmed,  and  send  messages  that  a force  is 
coming,  &c. ; but  heretofore  it  has  been  marauding  parties  merely,  and 
latterly  the  increase  of  force  is,  I think,  more  to  sweep  the  country  of 
provisions  without  risk  than  from  any  idea  of  crossing  the  river.  They 
want  the  means  of  transportation  to  do  so. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  F.  SMITH, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 


Danville,  Ky.,  November  23,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Carter, 

Commanding  East  Tennessee  Brigade : 

General  : The  inclosed  dispatch*  has  just  been  received.  The  gen- 
eral commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  the  order  to  break  up  camp  was 
based  upon  orders  received  from  department  headquarters. 

Bv  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  G.  H.  Thomas : 

GEO.  E.  FLYNT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  East  Tennessee  Brigade, 

Camp  Calvert^  November  24,  1861. 

(Eeceived  IS^ovember  27,  1861.) 

Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding^  (he.,  Danville^  Ky. : 

General  : On  the  21st  instant  I sent  out  upwards  of  600  men,  with 
orders  to  take  the  old  State  road  and  proceed  as  far  as  Flat  Lick  (8 
miles  this  side  of  Cumberland  Ford),  and  endeavor  to  gain  some  certain 
information  as  to  the  force  and  position  of  the  rebels,  and  if  possible  to 
cut  off  their  cavalry,  which  I had  been  informed  were  in  the  habit  of 
coming  down  on  thieving  expeditions  to  the  vicinity  of  Barboursville. 

The  detachment  returned  this  evening,  having  marched  from  Barbours- 
ville since  morning.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Spears,  the  officer  in  command, 
reports  that  none  of  the  rebels  were  at  Cumberland  Ford,  nor  have  they 
been  below  that  point  for  some  days.  From  the  best  information  he 
could  obtain  from  the  citizens  there  is  but  a small  number  of  troops 
at  Cumberland  Gap,  the  larger  portion  of  them  haying  moved  down 
Powell’s  Valley  in  the  direction  of  Jamestown. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Spears  represents  that  subsistence  in  large  quan- 
tities can  be  obtained  in  Knox  County,  and  that  a very  small  force  could 
occupy  a position  at  or  near  the  Cumberland  Ford,  and  hold  it  against 
a greatly  superior  force. 

* See  Fry  to  Thomas,  November  22,  p.  445. 
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We  have  arrivals  every  day  from  East  Tennessee.  The  condition  of 
affairs  there  is  sad  beyond  description,  and  if  the  loyal  peojde  who  love 
and  cling  to  the  Government  are  not  soon  relieved  they  will  be  lost. 

I have  sent  forward  nearly  all  the  sick  and  a part  of  tlie  commissary 
stores  to  Crab  Orchard,  and  will  leave  with  the  rest  of  tlie  command  as 
I can  obtain  means  of  transportation  for  our  stores.  I have  had  the 
whole  country  scoured  for  wagons,  but  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain 
a sufficient  number. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  CAPTEE, 

Acting  Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Adjt.  Gen.^s  Office, 

Washington^  B,  C.,  November  25,  18G1. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ohio  : 

General:  Your  telegram  received.*  I have  not  seen  the  letter  you 
allude  to  from  the  Adjutant-General. t I instructed  him  to  write  to  yon 
that  I was  still  firmly  impressed  with  the  great  necessity  of  making  the 
movement  on  Eastern  Tennessee  with  the  least  possible  delay.  Eight 
regiments  have  been  ordered  to  report  to  you  from  Western  Virginia, 
three  from  Ohio,  and  whatever  was  available  from  Indiana.  I hope  to 
ifiace  at  your  disposal  early  next  week  two  divisions  from  Missouri,  as 
well  as  other  troops  from  Illinois.  1 do  not  credit  the  statement  that 
Buckner  is  in  very  large  force,  and  1 am  still  convinced  that  political 
and  strategical  considerations  render  a prompt  movement  in  force  on 
Eastern  Tennessee  imperative.  The  object  to  be  gained  is  to  cut  the 
communication  between  the  Mississippi  Valley  and  Eastern  Virginia; 
to  protect  our  Union  friends  in  Tennessee,  and  re-establish  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Union  in  the  eastern  portion  of  that  State.  Of  course  Louis- 
ville must  be  defended,  but  I think  you  will  be  able  to  do  that  while 
you  move  into  Eastern  Tennessee.  If  there  are  causes  which  render  this 
course  impossible,  we  must  submit  to  the  necessity;  but  I still  feel  sure 
that  a movement  on  Knoxville  is  absolutely  necessary,  if  it  is  possible 
to  effect  it.  Please  write  to  me  very  fully. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAK, 

Major-General, 


• Calhoun,  November  25,  18G1. 

General  Buell  : 

I wrote  you  this  morning  | that  a rebel  force,  said  to  be  commanded 
by  Breckinridge,  estimated  from  4,000  to  G,000,  reached  Eochester  yes- 
terday morning.  Since  writing,  an  agent,  reliable,  is  in  from  Hopkins- 
ville, says  all  are  talking  there  of  a concerted  move  on  Lock  No.  1,  on 
Green  Eiver.  I have  ordered  Jones’  regiment  here.  Can’t  you  have 
Steele’s,  now  at  Evansville,  ordered  to  Lock  No.  11  I have  written  to 
(“olonel  Steele,  suggesting  the  propriety  of  the  movement.  The  forces 
iht  Hopkinsville  are  estimated  at  8,000. 

T.  L.  CEITTENDEN. 

* November  23.  t Probably  that  of  November  16.  See  Series  I,  Yol.  IV,  p.  358. 

t Letter  not  found. 
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Headquarters  East  Tennessee  Brigade, 

Camp  Calvert.,  November  25,  18(31. 

(Eeceived  November  29,  1861.) 
Brig’.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding,  &c.,  Danville,  Ky. : 

General:  Yours  of  the  23d  instant,  inclosing  orders  from  depart- 
ment headquarters  for  me  to  remain  at  London,  has  been  received. 

The  sick  of  First  and  Second  East  Tennessee  Kegiments  have  been 
sent  on  and  will  probably  reach  Crab  Orchard  to-day.  As  there  are 
good  hospital  accommodations  there,  I have  directed  that  they  be  kept 
at  that  place  for  the  present.  I have  sent  to  recall  the  commissary  stores 
which  had  been  forwarded. 

The  order  to  remain  was  received  with  general  satisfaction. 

The  rebel  force  at  Cumberland  Gap  is,  from  the  best  information  I 
can  obtain,  so  small,  that  I think  we  will  meet  with  but  little  oiiposition 
in  case  it  is  determined  to  advance  by  that  pass. 

Onr  desires  are  to  get  to  East  Tennessee  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order 
that  our  loyal  friends  there  may  be  relieved.  Many  of  them  have  been 
lying  out  in  the  woods  to  escape  their  enemies,  but  as  the  season 
advances  they  will  be  driven  to  their  houses,  and  be  forced  into  the 
rebel  ranks  or  carried  to  prison.  Let  us  up  and  help  them  now,  when 
it  will  require  so  little  to  accomplish  this  desirable  and  necessary  end. 

AVill  you  have  the  kindness  to  send  the  paymaster  forward  '^  We 
have  been  looking  for  him  for  some  days,  and  need  funds  very  much. 
Do  not  let  him  delay  a single  day. 

The  greatest  part  of  our  lost  men  have  returned.  We  need  armsj  if 
it  be  possible,  send  them  to  us. 

I am,  general,  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

S.  P.  CAETER, 

Aeting  Brigadier -General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  November  26,  18G1. 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  F.  Smith, 

Commanding  at  Paducah,  Ky,: 

General  : The  protection  of  the  line  of  the  Ohio  between  the  mouths 
of  the  Wabash  and  Tennessee  against  any  of  Hardee’s  rebel  force 
attempting  to  cross  the  river  into  Illinois  to  operate  upon  the  rear  of 
Cairo,  to  isolate  you  at  Paducah  or  to  obtain  subsistence  from  that  State, 
it  seems  to  me  will  be  better  secured  by  concentrating  your  forces  at 
Paducah,  with  your  bridge-head  oh  the  Illinois  side  of  the  Ohio  held 
by  a strong  guard,  than  by  any  dispersion  of  them  in  posts  at  Shawnee- 
town,  Cave  in  Eock,  and  Golconda,  as  has  been  strongly  urged  by  the 
Governor  of  Illinois.  The  river,  of  course,  should  be  carefully  watched 
by  the  flotilla,  and  in  the  event  of  any  attempted  crossing,  not  probable 
by  anything  but  marauding  parties,  you  have  it  always  in  your  power 
to  disperse  them  or  cut  oft  their  retreat  by  a suitable  force  crossing  the 
river  at  Paducah  and  falling  upon  their  flank  or  rear. 

Against  any  apprehended  danger  from  rebel  gunboats  descending  the 
Tennessee  or  Cumberland  your  main  reliance  will  be  the  activity  of  your 
flotilla  and  your  own  guns  in  position  at  Paducah.  Of  course  you  will 
keep  yourself  well  informed  of  any  projected  descent  of  the  enemy. 

To  break  ui)  marauding  of  the  rebels  in  the  country  east  of  the  Ten- 
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nessee,  it  may  be  well  for  you  to  secure  the  right  bank  of  the  river  with 
strong  cavalry  scouts.  Persons  from  that  part  of  the  country  say  that 
hogs  are  being  collected  together  to  be  driven  off  to  the  rebel  army. 
Would  it  not  be  possible  for  you  to  capture  some  of  these  droves  so 
collected 

You  will  report  your  opinion  as  to  the  proposed  occupation  of  Shaw- 
neetown  and  Cave  in  Eock  by  the  Illinois  regiments  (three)  just  mus- 
tered into  service. 

The  engineer  officers  under  your  command  will  be  retained  in  service 
until  further  orders.  The  same  rule  will  apply  to  Captain  Neustaedter. 
It  is  understood  that  a board  will  soon  be  organized  for  the  examination 
of  all  volunteer  officers  of  the  volunteer  service — brigadier- generals 
included — so  that  incompetent  officers  may,  if  they  do  not  resign,  be 
discharged  from  the  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-  General^  Commanding, 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dist.  Southeast  Missouri, 

No.  — . j Cairo,  111.,  November  26,  1861. 

The  commanding  officer  at  Caledonia,  111.,  will  in  future  prevent  all 
crossing  of  citizens  and  all  intercourse  between  the  people  of  Kentucky 
and  the  Illinois  shore.  All  persons  known  to  be  engaged  in  unlawful 
traffic  between  the  two  States  will  be  at  once  arrested  and  sent  before 
the  provost-marshal  in  Cairo,  with  such  proof  as  may  be  at  hand.  When- 
ever any  property  is  known  to  be  for  the  use  of  the  Southern  Army,  the 
commanding  officer  may  seize  it,  whether  on  the  Illinois  or  Kentucky 
side  of  the  river.  Particular  caution  is  enjoined,  however,  in  making 
seizures,  to  see  that  no  hardship  is  inflicted  upon  innocent  people.  The 
greatest  vigilance  will  be  observed  to  prevent  contraband  trade  or  inter- 
course between  the  two  States. 

IT.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 


Danville,  Ky.,  November  26,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Albin  Schoepf,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

General:  Break  up  your  camp  near  Broomfield^s  to-morrow  and 
move  on  Lebanon,  encamping  with  the  Fourteenth  Ohio,  and  await  my 
arrival.  Should  you  have  time,  please  examine  the  country  in  the 
neighborhood,  with  a view  to  a large  encampment. 

Eespectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 


[Orders  issued  same  day  for  Colonel  Barnes^  regiment,  at  Irvine,  and 
Colonels  ConnelPs  (Seventeenth  Ohio)  and  Bradley^s  (Thirty-eighth 
Ohio)  to  move  to  Lebanon.] 


Calhoun,  November  26. 

General  Buell: 

No  news  of  infantry  moving  from  Hopkinsville.  Three  or  four  hun- 
dred cavalry  from  there  in  Greenville  yesterday.  I don’t  think  they. 
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nieaD  to  attempt  the  locks.  I think  I can  protect  them  unless  troops 
come  from  Bowling  Green. 

T.  L.  CEITTE^^DEK. 


November  27,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  0.  Buell  : 

General  : What  is  the  reason  for  concentration  of  troops  at  Louis- 
ville'? I urge  movement  at  once  on  Eastern  Tennessee,  unless  it  is 
impossible.  No  letter  from  you  for  several  clays.  Keply.  I still  trust 
to  your  judgment,  though  urging  my  own  views. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General,  Commanding, 


Louisville,  Ky.,  November  27,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  U.  /S’.  Army : 

My  Dear  Friend  : I have  not  written  you  very  frequently  because 
I could  not  write  definitely,  and  because  such,  perhaps  exaggerated,  im- 
portance do  I attach  to  secrecy  in  these  matters,  that  I have  hesitated 
to  put  my  own  thoughts  to  paper,  and  I now  ask  you  to  keep  them  to 
yourself.  It  is  certainly  iiossible  that  in  the  end  you  may  have  to  ob- 
serve how  far  the  consummation  will  have  fallen  short  of  my  plans. 

I hope  you  have  not  sui)posed  that  the  introduction  of  the  re  enforce- 
ments through  this  point  has  had  any  reference  to  a defense  of  Louis- 
ville. That  has  not  entered  my  mind  at  all.  I assume  that  to  be  safe 
in  any  event.  I do  not  place  high  estimate  on  BucdineCs  force  at 
Bowling  Green,  and  have  no  such  thought  as  that  he  will  attempt  to 
advance.  His  j/osition  is  purely  defensive,  and  he  will  be  quite  content 
if  he  can  maintain  that,  i have  therefore  thought  of  no  such  thing  as 
fortifying  Louisville.  Sherman  threw  up  a little  work  at  the  mouth  of 
Salt  Eiver.  It  may  have  been  judicious  when  he  did  it.  I have  not 
seen  the  necessity  of  it  since,  though  it  does  no  harm. 

If  you  will  look  carefully  at  the  map  you  will  see  that  Louisville 
afibrds  the  best  base  that  can  be  taken  for  land  operations  from  the 
north  upon  any  part  of  Tennessee.  The  railroad  to  Lebanon  curves 
around  to  the  northeast  beliind  Salt  Eiver,  giving,  besides  the  Nash- 
ville Eailroad,  three  good  pike  roads,  which  converge  to  a point  of  easy 
communication  for  three  columns  about  Glasgow — one  by  the  mouth  of 
Salt  Eiver,  coming  into  the  railroad  at  Elizabethtown  j one  by  Bards- 
town  and  New  Hav'en,  and  coming  into  the  direct  pike  road  to  Gallatin 
and  Nashville;  and  one  by  Lebanon,  Shepherdsville,  and  Greensburg 
into  the  same  road ; while  Lebanon  Junction,  New  Haven,  and  Lebanon 
form  convenient  points  for  the  final  departure  of  as  many  columns. 
Lebanon  also  afibrds  a point  of  departure  for  a column  on  east  Ten- 
nessee as  short  as  any  route;  for  wagon  transportation  as  short  as  the 
route  from  Gincinnati  by  Lexington,  and  shorter  and  less  attended  with 
4elay  by  railroad.  Nothing  could  be  more  convenient.  This  point  has 
the  further  advantage  of  bringing  everything  under  my  eye.  I could 
know  nothing  of  what  would  be  done  from  a base  at  Cincinnati.  These 
.advantages  will  not  fail  to  impress  themselves  upon  you  without  going 
more  into  detail. 

And  now  for  a plan  of  campaign  : Tip  to  the  organization  of  columns 
behind  Salt  Eiver  .all  fhe  plans  I have  in  view  at  present  concur. 
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Beyond  that  they  diverge,  and  maybe  stated  briefly  and  candidly  thus  : 
First,  to  establish  a sufficient  force  before  Bowling  Green  to  hold  Buck- 
ner there,  while  a column  moves  into  East  Tennessee  by  Somerser  and 
the  route  we  had  in  view;  second,  to  hold  him  in  check  while  a column 
moves  rapidly  past  him  on  Nashville  by  the  turnj)ike  via  Gallatin;  and, 
third,  holding  him  in  check  at  Bowling  Green  and  throwing  in  columns 
on  both  the  Somerset  and  Nashville  routes.  The  choice  of  these  must 
depend  on  circumstances,  which  may  vary  in  the  mean  time  or  which 
may  not  now  be  clearly  perceived.  In  conjunction  with  either  of  these 
should  be  the  movement  of  two  flotilla  columns  up  the  Tennessee  and 
Cumberland,  so  as  at  least  to  land  and  unite  near  the  State  line,  and 
cut  off  communication  between  Bowling  Green  and  Columbus,  and  per- 
haps run  directly  into  Nashville.  A strong  demonstration  should  at 
the  same  time  be  made  on  Columbus  by  the  Mississii)pi.  The  details 
of  all  this,  such  as  the  destruction  of  railroads,  so  as  to  cut  off  communi- 
cation, and  a thousand  other  details,  I do  not  go  into,  nor  is  it  necessary. 
You  can  imagine  them  all. 

All  this  I hope  you  will  at  least  say  looks  plausible ; more  than  that, 
I hope  it  is  reasonable  and  believe  it  is  practicable,  though  I would  not 
like  you  to  forget  that  circumstances  not  fully  foreseen  may  mar  it  in 
part.  For  the  water  movements  means  are  necessary  which  1 have  not 
the  control  of;  that  is,  gunboats  and  transports.  The  troops  which  you 
promise  from  Missouri  could  be  used  for  the  purpose,  and  ought  to  move 
at  my  signal.  I should  take  the  troops  from  Paducah  for  one  of  them, 
and  replace  them  by  those  which  probably  would  not  be  as  well  disci- 
plined and  equipped. 

Thus  far  I have  studiously  avoided  any  movements  which  to  the 
enemy  would  have  the  appearance  of  activity  or  method.  The  points 
occui)ied  are  pretty  much  the  same  as  when  I arrived,  except  that  a 
regiment  has  now  and  then  been  moved  into  position  and  Thomas  has 
gradually  been  closing  in  upon  Lebanon.  I shall  in  a couple  of  days 
at  most  complete  the  matter  of  organizing  brigades  and  divisions  as 
the  troops  come  in,  and  begin  to  get  them  into  position.  We  are  now 
‘‘lying  around  somewhat  loose,^^  and  I shall  not  care  much  if  some  of 
our  fragments  have  to  look  sharply  after  themselves.  We  are  at  the 
mouth  of  Salt  Biver,  Elizabethtown,  Nolin,  Columbia,  Campbellsville, 
at  the  points  on  the  Lebanon  Eailroad,  Somerset,  London,  Crab  Or- 
chard, and  Dick  Eobinson,  and  on  the  Lower  Green  Eiver.  The  latter 
force  is  composed  mostly  of  Kentucky  regiments,  half  organized.  I 
shall  probably  keep  them  to  make  a demonstration  on  Eussellville  and 
Hopkinsville  at  the  proper  time.  We  have  occasional  stampedes  at  the 
outi)Osts,  but  I do  not  allow  myself  to  be  much  troubled  about  them. 
Such  a one  we  have  now  on  the  Lower  Gre^n  Eiver,  where  Breckin- 
ridge is  said  to  be  advancing  with  8,000  men.  He  may  have  2,500  or 
3,000.  Another  at  Somerset,  where  Zollicoffer  is  said  to  be  crossing 
with  10,000.  He  may  have  4,000  or  5,000,  and  he  may  cross  a regiment 
or  two. 

As  the  troops  come  in  they  go  into  camp  5 miles  from  the  city,  under 
Mitchel,  who  is  attentive  and  subordinate,  and  where  they  replenish 
their  worn-out  clothes  and  outfit  and  go  to  drilling.  Nelson  has  been 
in  camp  a day,  and,  I am  informed,  has  already  got  into  difficulty  with 
Mitchel ; and,  if  I am  rightly  informed,  has  behaved  very  absurdly.  As 
he  is  a veteran,  some  allowance  must  be  made  for  him. 

There  are  at  Indianapolis  seven  regiments  ready  for  service,  but  de- 
moralized by  the  proximity  of  friepds  and  the  want  of  discipline  and 
instruction.  I propose  to  form  them  into  a reserve  and  camp  of  instruo 
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tion  at  Bardstown,  which  is  a convenient  place  in  many  respects.  I 
can  make  no  use  of  them  in  an  advance.  The  Kentucky  regiments  are 
only  partially  organized,  and  can  be  but  little  used  at  present. 

If  I were  to  go  into  my  affairs  I should  have  the  appearance  of  com- 
plaining over  difficulties.  I am  greatly  in  need  of  general  and  staff 
officers.  My  own  staff  force  is  entirely  insufficient,  but  I have  no  means 
of  augmenting  it  with  advantage.  As  for  myself,  I should  pay  myself  a 
very  high  compliment  if  I hoped  to  come  up  to  the  expectations  which 
you  first  formed.  I am  afraid  I shall  have  to  ask  a little  patience. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

D.  C.  BUELL. 


Columbia,  Ky.,  November  27,  1801 — 2.30  a.  m. 

(Received  November  29,  1801.) 

General  Thomas: 

Since  writing  to  you  last  evening  Mr.  E.  L.  Van  Winkle  has  just  come 
in  with  dispatches  from  Colonel  Hoskins,  who  says  that  two  regiments 
of  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry  are  preparing  and  perhaps  crossing  on  a 
raft  at  Mill  Springs,  12  miles  below  him,  on  the  Cumberland. 

I cannot  give  full  credit  to  the  crossing,  but  it  may  be  true.  I still 
think  they  are  only  preparing  to  steal  what  they  can  in  the  way  of  pro- 
visions and  retire  ; but  they  ought  to  be  and  could  be  hemmed  in  and 
cut  off  from  here  with  proper  movement  and  sufficient  force.  It  will 
not  do  for  the  forces  here  to  leave  the  stores  unprotected,  for  the  reason 
that  the  rebel  pickets  have  advanced  to  Edmonton,  20  miles  from  here, 
and  threaten  us  with  forces  coming  on. 

Although  Ido  not  believe  they  have  the  forces  behind,  yet  it  will  not 
be  prudent  to  weaken  this  point  while  the  question  is  one  of  doubt. 

If  you  will  throw  forward  two  or  three  regiments,  with  one  or  two  bat- 
teries, and  give  me  authority,  1 can  leave  enough  to  protect  this  place 
and  take  enough  to  knock  these  scoundrels  on  the  head  and  stop  this 
eternal  annoyance  by  the  raids  of  these  hog-stealers.  They  are  taking 
mules,  hogs,  &c.,  as  they  go,  and,  unless  driven  out  and  crushed,  will 
desolate  the  counties  of  Wayne.  Clinton,  and  Cumberland. 

Were  there  sufficient  forces  to  protect  the  stores  here  and  let  me  have 
what  could  move  from  here  now,  I could  get  in  behind  these  marauders 
and  cut  them  entirely  off*.  They  report  Zollicoffer’s  forces  just  behind, 
but  that  I think  is  all  humbug. 

Lieutenant  Kell  is  sick,  and  I have  no  one  to  work  his  artillery  in  his 
absence.  Can’t  the  Ohio  batteries  be  hurried  up  ? . 

There  are  ample  forces  from  Lebanon  and  on  this  way  for  all  the  pres- 
ent needs  if  they  were  ui)  this  far. 

Respectfully, 

THO.  E.  BRAMLETTE, 

Colonel  First  Regiment  Infantry^  Kentucky  Volunteers. 


Louisville,  November  27,  1861. 

General  Thomas,  Lebanon: 

Send  General  Schoepf,  with  one  section  of  artillery,  Wolford’s  cav- 
alry, and  the  nearest  regiment  of  infantry  rapidly  to  Somerset  to  relieve 
Ho>kins,  who  is  threatened  by  Zollicoff'er.  Vary  the  force  if  later  infor- 
mation makes  advisable.  Be  at  all  times  ready  to  advance. 

D.  C.  BUELL. 
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Camp  Hoskins,  Pulaski  County,  Ky., 
November  27,  1801.  (Received  November  28,  1801.) 
Rrigadier-General  Thomas, 

Headquarter Sj  Danville^  Ky. : 

General:  I have  received  no  reliable  news  from  the  rebel  forces 
across  the  river  for  twenty-four  hours.  On  last  evening  they  came  (some 
20  in  number)  across  the  river  op[)Osite  ourencam^iment,  but  a prepara- 
tion to  level  the  howitzer  at  them  dispersed  them  immediately. 

About  the  same  time  my  picket  guard  at  the  river  at  Mill  Springs,  12 
miles  below  this  point,  at  which  their  cavalry  are  encamped,  had  a skir- 
mish, in  which  4 of  the  rebels  were  killed  in  eight  shots  from  our  Colt’s 
rifles  at  a distance  of  300  yards  j and  strange  to  say,  although  tliey  tired 
some  hundred  shots  at  our  party,  they  escaped  unhurt.  I have  had  all 
the  boats  on  the  river  for  several  miles  below  and  above  this  point  sunk, 
and  as  they  have  but  two  boats  of  small  capacity  at  Mill  Springs,  should 
they  attempt  to  cross  at  that  pjoint  I shall  meet  and  amuse  them  before 
they  get  over  a force  sufficient  to  cut  us  off. 

I am  now  inclined  to  the  belief  that  their  force  is  strong,  whether  Zol- 
licoffer  be  with  them  or  not.  Some  five  negroes  (fugitives)  from  .Monti- 
cello,  Wayne  County,  report  that  a strong  I'orce  is  now  at  and  this  side 
Monticello,  and  as  all  communication  between  this  and  that  side  the 
river  has  been  cut  off  for  two  days  by  the  main  road,  I am  inclined  to 
the  belief  that  it  is  true. 

All  my  buck  and  ball  cartridges  are  now  distributed,  and  1 send  up 
the  wagon  for  a supply,  which  you  will  oblige  us  by  forwarding  as  expe- 
ditiously as  possible. 

I shall  send  a scout  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  with  orders  to 
proceed  as  far  as  Monticello,  if  possible;  and  on  his  return  1 hope  to  be 
enabled  to  give  you  reliable  information  of  their  numbers. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  A HOSKINS, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Fourth  Regiment  Kentueky  Volunteers, 


Camp.  Hoskins,  Pulaski  County,  Ky., 
November  27,  18G1.  (Received  November  29,  18G1.) 
Brig.  Gen.  Georoe  H.  Thomas, 

Headquarters.)  Lebanon,  Ky. : 

General  : Can  you  not  send  us  Captain  He  weft’s  battery  ? If  we  had 
him  here  with  his  battery  I feel  confident  we  could  maintain  our  position 
at  this  place. 

With  a battery  we  could  drive  them  from  their  position  at  Mill  Springs, 
as  there  is  a position  on  this  side  the  river  opposite  their  encampment 
which  commands  it  at  a range  of  one-half  mile,  and  as  the  ground  sloi)es 
from  that  elevation  to  the  water’s  edge  with  a precipitous  bluff'  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river,  it  is  impossible  to  reach  them  without  artillery. 
At  the  same  time  we  are  shelling  them  from  that  position  we  could 
leave  a section  of  the  battery  at  this  place  to  prevent  their  effecting  a 
crossing  at  this  point  should  they  attemiit  it,  as  they  in  all  probability 
would  do  if  they  have  the  force  which  they  are  represented  to  have. 

I am  anxious  to  hold  our  position,  believing  as  I do  that  it  is  due  the 
country  from  the  noble  stand  which  they  have  taken  in  favor  of  the 
Union,  and  once  they  have  possessed  this  point  there  is  no  point  of  ad- 
vantage for  us  to  impede  their  march  north  until  we  reach  the  north 
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side  of  the  Kentucky  Eiver,  and  I find  their  strength  increasing  by  acces- 
sion of  those  who,  while  we  held  possession  of  the  counties  below  this, 
professed  to  be  good  Union  men. 

Our  i)ickets  had  a skirmish  on  last  evening  with  theirs  at  Mill  Springs, 
in  which  4 of  their’s  were  killed  with  the  Coitus  rifles  in  eight  shots  at  a 
distance  of  300  yards,  and  although  they  fired  some  hundred  shots  at 
our  pickets  they  came  off  unharmed. 

I now  have  out  a strong  picket  guard  to  prevent  a surprise,  and  hope 
on  to-morrow  to  be  able  to  lead  some  of  their  party  into  an  ambuscade. 
I have  sunk  all  the  boats  for  several  miles  along  the  river  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two  small  ones  (capable  of  ferrying  40  men  at  time);  and,  as  I 
kept  a picket  within  view  of  them  all  the  time,  should  they  attempt  to 
cross  their  whole  force,  I shall  endeavor  to  be  upon  them  before  they 
can  get  a force  over  sufficient  to  overcome  us. 

If  it  is  possible  for  you  to  send  the  battery,  please  do  so  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  HOSKINS, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Post, 


Headquarters  East  Tennessee  Brigade, 

Camp  Calvert^  November  27,  1861. 

(Eeceived  November  29,  1861.) 
Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  U.  S.  A, 

Commanding^  ffic.,  Banville: 

General  : I wrote  you  this  morning  rather  despairingly.*  I am  glad 
to  say  that  the  feeling  in  camp  seems  better  this  evening. 

Yours  of  the  25th  instant  has  been  received.  So  much  of  its  contents 
as  I can  make  known  will  have  a good  effect  on  officers  and  men. 

In  case  it  shall  be  necessary  to  move  this  force  to  any  point  west  of 
this,  I would  ask  that  we  be  permitted  to  go  via  Somerset,  as  all  the 
men  and  many  of  the  officers  have  an  almost  unconquerable  aversion 
to  Eockcastle  Hills  and  the  whole  Crab  Orchard  road. 

1 shall  hope  that  the  movement  into  East  Tennessee  will  be  direct 
and  speedy,  and  that  you  are  to  be  in  command.  The  force  at  Cumber- 
land Gap  is  stated  to  be  between  1,500  and  2,000. 

News  received  from  Anderson  County,  East  Tennessee,  this  morning 
has  it  that  Zollicoffer  has  gone  towards  Jamestown,  East  Teonessee. 

I shall  make  every  effort  to  be  ready  to  move  as  soon  as  orders  are 
received.  I have  before  advised  you  that  our  means  of  transportation 
are  very  limited.  Six  wagons  (for  which  a requisition  was  made  some 
time  ago)  are  still  wanting  for  Second  Regiment. 

The  paymaster’s  appearance  here  will  have  a good  effect.  I hope  he 
will  be  hurried  on;  and  as  Treasury  notes  will  not  answer  to  send  to 
Tennessee,  the  soldiers  should  be  paid  in  gold,  in  order  that  they  may 
remit  to  their  families. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  CAETEE, 

Acting  Brigadier-General^  Commanding. 


Not  found. 
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Headquarters  District  Southeast  Missouri, 

Cairo,  November  28,  18G1. 

Capt.  J.  0.  Keeton,  Saint  Louis^  Mo,: 

I would  respectfully  report  for  the  consideration  of  the  general  com  • 
manding  the  department  that  on  Monday  last  one  of  the  two  gunboats 
for  service  at  this  place  was  sent  to  meet  two  of  the  new  ones  then  said 
to  be  ready  to  start  for  Cairo.  Kone  of  this  fleet  have  yet  arrived. 

As  reported  by  me,  the  rebels  have  one  gunboat  at  Columbus,  and 
are  now  expecting  a fleet  of  them  from  Kew  Orleans,  under  coniinand 
of  Captain  Hollins.  The  arrival  of  this  fleet  without  the  floating  means 
here  of  competing  with  them  will  serve  materially  to  restore  tbe  confi- 
dence and  feeling  of  security  of  the  enemy,  now,  from  best  accounts, 
much  shaken. 

I have  been  much  dissatisfied  with  the  progress  making  upon  the  gun- 
boats being  built  at  Mound  City,  and  have  expressed  the  fear  that  the 
detention  upon  those  being  built  at  Carondelet  would  prevent  their 
being  brought  out  this  winter.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Mississippi 
Eiver  is  usually  very  low  in  the  month  of  December,  I would  respi  ct- 
fuily  recommend  that  all  the  gunboats  at  Carondelet  be  brought  here 
as  soon  as  practicable  and  as  light.  One  point  I would  ask  lor  infor- 
mation on.  Many  men,  representing  themselves  as  Northern  men,  who 
happened  to  be  South  at  the  commencenient  of  our  i^resent  dihiculties 
and  forced  to  enter  their  service,  are  deserting  and  pass  our  lines  on 
their  way  Korth.  Some  enlist  in  our  service,  but  the  majority  make 
their  way  North.  Many  of  them  are  without  the  means  of  jjaying  their 
passage,  and  I would  ask  in  such  cases  if  I am  authorized  to  give  them 
free  passage  to  their  homes.  I am  satisfied  that  in  every  case  that  has 
come  under  my  own  observation  the  desertion  has  been  for  the  ])urpose 
of  escape,  and  not  to  get  within  our  lines  for  the  purpose  of  gaining 
information. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 
Brigadier-  General, 


Louisville,  November  28,  18G1. 

General  Thomas,  Washington: 

I have  one  regular  and  nine  volunteer  batteries.  My  artillery  in- 
spector represents  all  the  volunteer  batteries  to  be  in  bad  condition 
for  service.  {Seven  have  been  for  some  time  in  service;  the  others  are 
entirely  uninstructed.  No  other  batteries  are  being  formed.  There 
should  be  not  less  than  twenty  batteries  with  this  command  as  now 
composed. 

D.  C.  BUELL. 


Lebanon,  November  28,  18G1. 

General  Buell: 

Express  from  Colonel  Bramlette  at  2 o’clock  this  morning.  He  says 
the  enemy  is  now  in  Wayne  County,  advancing  towards  the  river;  some 
at  Monticello  and  others  at  Mill  Springs;  ten  regiments  strong;  one 
piece  of  artillery.  His  scouts  have  just  gotten  in  from  Clinton  ; they 
were  within  200  yards  of  the  enemy’s  camp  last  night;  examined  well; 
saw  and  talked  with  friends  on  the  road,  and  reported  the  facts  to  him. 
Will  you  order  the  movement  of  any  of  the  troops  here  ? 

J.  T.  BOYLE. 
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Headquaetees  East  Tennessee  JBeigade, 

Camp  Calvertj  November  28,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Geoege  H.  Thomas,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding^  &c.^  Danville: 

Geneeal  : I have  directed  the  quartermasters  of  different  regiments 
as  well  as  brigade  commanders  to  endeavor  to  learn  how  many  wagons 
they  can  gather  in  a day’s  notice.  Some  25  to  30  will  be  needed,  in  ad- 
dition to  those  of  the  baggage  train,  to  transport  the  stores  and  ammu- 
nition in  case  we  have  to  move. 

This  morning  I received  a dispatch  from  Colonel  Hoskins,  stating  that 
he  was  threatened  with  an  attack  by  the  rebels,  whose  forces  were  esti- 
mated at  from  3,000  to  10,000,  and  asking  me  for  assistance;  but  as  my 
orders  are  to  remain  at  London,  I cannot  without  authority  from  head- 
quarters go  to  his  aid. 

I have  been  informed  to-day,  by  a reliable  citizen  of  Knox  County, 
Kentucky,  tiiat  secessionists  in  that  county  have  gone  South  and  left 
from  8,000  to  12,000  bushels  of  corn  standing  in  their  fields — all  within 
froml  to  7 miles  from  Barboursville — and  3,000  to  5,000  bushels  of  wheat. 
The  owners  of  above  property  have  taken  active  and  open  part  against 
the  United  States  Government.  There  are  also  numbers  of  horses,  cat- 
tle, and  hogs.  In  case  our  force  moves  through  Knox  County,  could  not 
the  above  be  used  for  subsistence  of  men  ? In  Manchester,  Clay  Coniity, 
I am  also  advised  there  are  100  barrels  of  flour,  which  were  ground  for 
the  rebels  and  are  ready  to  be  hauled  off*  by  them. 

I hear  that  nearly  the  whole  rebel  torce  in  East  Tennessee  has  moved 
to  Jamestown,  Fentress  County,  except  Kains’  and  ChurchwelPs  regi- 
ments and  some  2()0  cavalry,  which  are  left  at  Cumberland  Gap.  The 
last  news  is  confirmed  by  prisoners  who  have  within  a few  days  made 
their  escape  from  the  Gap. 

The  passes  in  the  mountains  south  of  Williamsburg  are  at  this  time 
unoccupied  by  rebel  troops,  although  they  have  temporarily  closed  the 
roads  by  lolling  roe.ks  and  felling  timber  in  them,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  through  one  of  those  passes  we  might  enter  East  Tennessee  with- 
out encountering  any  opposition. 

I have  not  yet  heard  anything  of  the  paymaster.  His  presence  here 
will  do  much  good  in  more  ways  than  one,  as  pay  is  actually  needed  by 
both  ofiicers  and  men.  I shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  will  order  him  up 
at  once,  for  the  men  begin  to  think  that  they  are  never  to  receive  any  pay. 

The  arms  asked  for  some  time  since  have  not  arrived,  and,  as  recruits 
are  coming  in  daily,  they  are  greatly  needed.  I would  renew  my  request 
that  in  case  it  should  become  necessary  to  move  my  force  toan^^  point 
West  I be  permitted  to  go  via  Somerset. 

If  the  Sharji’s  rifles  which  were  in  the  hands  of  the  cavalry  are 
turned  in  I hope  they  will  be  forwarded  to  us,  with  a supply  of  ammu- 
nition, as  they  were  originally  intended  for  the  East  Tennesseeans. 

Eespectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  CAETEE, 

Acting  Brigadier-General^  Commanding, 


Camp  Hoskins,  November  28,  1861 — 10  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  Geoege  H.  Thomas, 

Headquarters^  Lebanon^  Ky. : 

Geneeal:  My.  scouts  have  just  returned  from  Clinton  County,  and 
report  that  the  rebels  (10,000)  are  certainly  advancing.  They  report  a 
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transportation  train  of  140  wagons,  but  give  no  account  of  any  artillery. 
They  say  that  Zollicoffer  is  with  them,  which  I think  probable,  as  they 
have  not  had  that  number  of  troops  anywhere  below  this. 

If  you  could  send  me  HewetUs  battery  to  this  place,  and  send  in  below 
their  crossing  at  Greasy  Creek  about  six  regiments,  among  the  number 
Wolford’s,  we  might  be  able  to  overcome  them ; at  all  events  we  would 
like  to  have  a force  sufficient  to  make  show  of  resistance  at  this  point. 

Please  let  me  know  by  bearer  whether  we  can  hope  for  any  assistance 
from  above,  and,  if  so,  what  amount,  and  how  soon  they  will  probably 
be  up. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  HOSKINS, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Post. 


Caivip  Jerry  Boyle,  Wovemher  28,  1861. 

(Eeceived  November  29,  1861.) 

General  Thomas: 

General  : There  is  no  doubt  that  Zollicoffer,  with  8,000  men,  is  in 
Clinton  and  Wayne,  the  advance  being  close  [to]  the  Cumberland  River. 
They  will  cross  the  river  in  a short  time  and  take  Somerset,  and  go  on 
to  Danville  or  Crab  Orchard,  if  not  prevented.  They  are  at  this  time 
constructing  boats  to  cross  the  river  on.  There’s  no  doubt  but  that  the 
enemy  are  advancing  from  Bowling  Green ; they  are  at  this  time,  with 
strong  pickets,  in  20  miles  of  this  place.  The  enemy  can  be  whijjped  at 
Cumberland  River  if  a force  is  immediately  sent  there.  Excuse  me  for 
urging  sufficient  force  being  sent  forward  to  whip  them  at  once. 

FRANK  WOLFORD. 


Washington,  November  29,  1861. 

General  Buell: 

Your  letter  received.  I fully  approve  of  your  course  and  agree  in 
your  views. 

McClellan. 


Washington,  Monday  night  [November  29, 1861]. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  Louisville: 

My  Dear  Buell  : Your  welcome  letter  of  the  27th  [of  November, 
1861]  re  ached  me  this  evening.  1 have  just  telegraphed  you,  expressing 
my  satisfaction  at  its  contents.  I now  feel  sure  that  I have  a “lieuten- 
ant” in  whom  1 can  fully  rely.  Your  views  are  right.  You  have  seized 
the  true  strategic  base,  and  from  Lebanon  can  move  where  you  will. 
Keep  up  the  hearts  of  the  Tennesseeans.  Make  them  feel  that,  far  from 
any  intention  of  deserting  them,  all  will  be  done  to  sustain  them.  Be 
sure  to  maintain  their  ardor,  for  it  will  avail  you  much  in  the  future. 
I am  not,  as  a general  rule,  at  all  disposed  to  scatter  troops.  I believe 
in  attacks  by  concentrated  masses,  but  it  seems  to  me,  with  the  little 
local  knowledge  I possess,  that  you  might  attempt  two  movements,  one 
on  Eastern  Tennessee,  say  with  15,000  men,  and  a strong  attack  on 
Nashville,  as  you  propose,  with,  say,  50,000  men. 

I think  we  owe  it  to  our  Union  friends  in  Eastern  Tennessee  to  pro- 
tect them  at  all  hazards.  First,  secure  that  j then,  if  you  possess  the 
means,  carry  Nashville. 
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If  I can  ever  get  the  account  of  the  small-arms  in  our  possession  I can 
tell  you  what  you  may  expect,  but  with  the  present  Chief  of  Ordnance 
I scarcely  hope  for  so  simple  a result.  You  can  count  on  one  thing,  viz, 
that  you  shall  have  all  I can  give  you.  You  have  already  been  informed 
that  twelve  regiments  have  been  ordered  to  you  from  West  Virginia. 
I have  also  ordered  thence  to  you  one  regular  and  one  excellent  volun- 
teer battery  ; these,  with  the  Eandail  companies,  will  give  you  live  bat- 
teries equivalent  to  regulars.  Give  each  of  these  captains  three  other 
batteries,  and  you  will  soon  have  your  light  artillery  in  good  order.  I 
am  informed  that  large  supplies  of  cavalry  arms  will  arrive  this  week. 
Telegraph  me  what  you  need  and  I will  try  to  supply  .you.  Give  me  by 
telegraph  and  letter  the  statement  of  your  command  by  regiments  and 
batteries  as  soon  as  possible.  I have  telegraphed  to-day  to  Halleck  for 
information  as  to  his  gunboats.  You  shall  have  a sufficient  number  of 
them  to  perform  the  operations  you  suggest.  I will  place  C.  F.  Smith 
under  your  orders  and  replace  his  command  by  other  troops. 

Inform  me  some  little  time  before  you  are  ready  to  move,  so  that  we 
may  move  simultaneously.  I have  also  other  heavy  blows  to  strike  at 
the  same  time.  I doubt  whether  all  the  movements  can  be  arranged  so 
that  the  grand  blows  shall  be  struck  in  less  than  a month  or  six  weeks 
from  the  present  time. 

Make  the  best  use  of  your  time  in  organizing  and  drilling  your  com- 
mand. Unless  circumscances  render  it  necessary,  do  not  strike  until 
I too  am  ready.  Should  I be  delayed,  1 will  not  ask  you  to  wait  for  me. 
I will  at  once  take  the  necessary  steps  to  carry  out  your  view  s ns  to  the 
rivers. 

In  haste,  truly,  yours, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAY, 

Major-  General. 


Louisville,  November  29,  1861. 

General  Thomas: 

I have  a communication  from  General  Boyle;  he  will  speak  to  you  on 
the  subject. 

I don’t  expect  Zollicoffer  to  cross  the  Cumberland  in  force,  but  he  will 
try  by  demonstrations  to  drive  ns  from  Somerset,  or  even  attack  there 
if  we  are  not  watchful,  and  he  will  prepare  the  means  of  crossing,  so  as 
to  threaten  our  flank  if  we  advance.  We  will  be  organized  to-da.y;  in 
the  mean  time  consider  yourself  in  command  of  everything  east  of  Yew 
Haven,  but  make  no  important  move  without  referring  to  me,  except  to 
avert  immediate  danger. 

Send  intrenching  tools  rapidl.y  to  Somerset.  Direct  General  Schoepf 
to  throw  up  as  rapidly  as  possible  a small  closed  work  for  four  and  six 
guns  which  will  command  the  river  up  and  down  and  the  crossing. 
Captain  Prime  will  go  dowm  in  the  morning  to  direct  it;  at  the  same  time 
Schoepf  must  watch  Zollicoffer,  and  not  only  guard  against  his  cross- 
ing, but,  if  possible,  prevent  him  from  collecting  the  means  of  doing  so. 

Send  five  companies  of  cavalry  to  Schoepf  for  scouts,  if  .you  think 
l)roper.  Get  .your  regiments  in  ortler  as  rapidly  as  possible  and  be 
always  ready  to  move.  I wish  to  avoid  for  the  present  anything  like 
threatening  demonstrations,  and  only  be  prepared  for  emergencies  until 
we  are  ready  to  act. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 
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Headquarters, 
Lel)ano7ij  November  29,  1861. 

Col.  W.  A.  Hoskins, 

Commanding  Camp  HoslcinSy  near  Somerset^ 

Colonel:  In  the  absence  of  the  commanding  general  I have  opened 
your  dispatch  of  the  28th  instant.  The  general  will  he  here  to-day, 
when  your  communication  will  be  laid  before  him. 

I will  state,  however,  for  your  information  that  General  Schoepf  is 
moving  towards  your  camp  with  nineteen  companies  of  infantry  and 
one  battery  of  Ohio  artillery,  and  will  probably  reach  you  as  soon,  or 
nearly  so,'  as  this  communication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  E.  FLYNT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Columbia,  Ky.,  November  29,  1861. 

(Eeceived  November  30, 1861.) 

General  George  H.  Thomas: 

I received  a dispatch  before  day  this  morning  from  Burkesville  that 
200  rebel  cavalry  were  at  the  ferry  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  j a few 
of  them  crossed  over  and  went  to  Boles’,  saw  and  arranged  with  him  and 
his  partners  for  the  slaughter  of  hogs,  and  returned.  The  courier  in- 
formed me  that  the  men  who  are  acting  for  the  rebels  are  killing  and 
packing  a large  number  of  hogs  at  Burkesville,  viz,  J.  B.  Alexander,  J. 
E.  Eyan,  James  and  Sam.  Boles,  and  Eobert  Cross. 

I have  no  doubt  but  steamboats  will  be  up  in  a few  days  and  carry  off 
the  large  amount  of  pork,  wheat,  &c.,  the  rebels  are  gathering  upon  the 
river.  All  this  could  be  prevented  by  a force  being  stationed  at  Burkes- 
ville with  artillery  to  command  the  river.  The  rebels  are  now  in  pos- 
session of  the  river  from  Mill  Springs  down.  I sent  out  scouts  towards 
Glasgow  5 they  went  as  far  as  Edmonton,  and  returned  with  a rebel 
flag,  which  the  rebel  cavalry  had  hoisted  there  the  day  before.  I have 
a small  number  at  Lairville,  opposite  Eowena,  seven,  including  James 
Ferguson. 

On  yesterday  some  59  rebel  cavalry  appeared  on  the  southern  bank. 
Ferguson  and  his  squad  fired  upon  them,  and  after  about  four  rounds 
the  rebels  fled,  leaving  one  fine  horse  wounded  in  the  hind  leg,  some 
blankets,  &c.,  which  our  scouts  secured. 

I sent  Colonel  Wolford  to  the  aid  of  Colonel  Hoskins  with  500  cav- 
alry, embracing  part  of  Colonel  Haggard’s  command. 

As  I have  before  advised,  the  rebels  are  at  Mill  Springs,  in  force  about 
8,000,  but  as  yet  have  not  crossed  the  river,  and  1 do  not  believe  will. 
I am  still  unshaken  in  the  conviction  that  their  purpose  is  to  seize  all 
the  wheat,  corn,  fat  hogs,  mules,  &c.,  they  can  south  of  tbe  river  and 
return  jierhaps  by  steamboats  or  other  craft  j perhaps  fall  back  to  their 
former  camps  in  Tennessee. 

It  would  be  an  easy  matter  to  hem  them  in  were  there  sufficient  forces 
to  make  the  movement  from  here.  Two  days’  easy  march  would  throw 
us  in  their  rear,  so  that,  with  the  river  in  front  and  around  and  we  in 
their  rear,  no  escape  would  be  left. 

Eespectfully, 

THO.  E.  BEAMLETTE, 

Colonel  First  Regiment  Infantry  Kentucky  Volunteers, 
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Headquarters  District  Southeast  Missouri, 

Cairo j 111,,  November  29,  1861. 
Capt.  J.  C.  Kelton,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

I have  here  two  prisoners,  arrested  as  spies,  who  are  undoubtedly 
guilty  of  the  charge.  One  of  them  can  be  proven  to  have  been  engaged 
in  carrying  information  trom  sympathizers  in  Southern  Illinois  to  the 
troojis  at  Columbus,  Ky.  As  the  evidence  against  these  prisoners  will 
be  more  easily  obtained  here  than  in  Saint  Louis,  I would  recommend 
that  their  trial  take  place  here. 

Information  from  Columbus  to-day  is  to  the  effect  that  the  rebels  have 
three  gunboats.  They  are  small,  carrying  but  four  guns  each,  but  I 
have  no  information  as  to  their  strength.  The  State  of  Mississippi  has 
called  for  10,000  State  troops  for  sixty  days  to  assist  in  the  defense  of 
Columbus.  There  seems  to  be  a great  effort  making  throughout  the 
South  to  make  Columbus  impregnable.  I get  this  information  from  the 
Memphis  Appeal  of  the  28th  (yesterday),  a copy  of  which  I received 
this  evening.  1 give  the  information  for  what  it  is  worth. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 
Brigadier- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  16.  j Louisville,  Ky.,  November  30,  1861. 

The  following  organization  of  brigades  will  be  observed  until  further 
orders : 


First  Brigade. 

Brigadier-General  Schoepf,  commanding. 

33d  Indiana. 

12th  Kentucky. 

17tli  Ohio. 

38th  Ohio. 

Second  Brigade. 

Colonel  Manson,  commanding. 

10th  Indiana. 

4th  Kentucky. 

10th  Kentucky. 

14th  Ohio. 

Third  Brigade. 

Colonel  McCook,  commanding. 

2d  Minnesota. 

9th  Ohio. 

35th  Ohio. 

18th  U.  S.  Infantry. 

Fourth  Brigade. 

Brigadier-General  Rousseau,  command- 
ing. 

6th  Indiana. 

3d  Kentucky. 

Ist  Ohio. 

15th  and  19th  U.  S.  Infantry  (battalion). 
Fifth  Brigade. 

Brigadier-General  Wood,  commanding. 

34th  Illinois. 

29th  Indiana. 

30th  Indiana. 

77th  Pennsylvania. 


Sixth  Brigade. 

Brigadier-General  Johnson,  command- 
ing. 

32d  Indiana. 

39th  Indiana. 

15th  Ohio. 

49th  Ohio. 

Seventh  Brigade. 

Brigadier-General  Negley,  commanding. 

38th  Indiana. 

78th  Pennsylvania. 

79th  Pennsylvania. 

Ist  Wisconsin. 

Eighth  Brigade. 

Colonel  Turchin,  commanding. 

19th  Illinois. 

‘24th  Illinois. 

37th  Indiana. 

18th  Ohio. 

Ninth  Brigade. 

Colonel  Sill,  commanding. 

3d  Ohio. 

21st  Ohio. 

33d  Ohio 
10th  Wisconsin. 

Tenth  Brigade. 

Colonel  Ammen,  commanding. 

34th  Indiana. 

36th  Indiana. 

6th  Ohio. 

24  th  Ohio. 
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Eleventh  Brigade. 

Brigadier-General  Boyle,  commanding. 

1st.  Kentucky. 

9tli  Kentucky. 

2d  Ohio. 

59th  Ohio. 

Tivelfth  Brigade. 

Acting  Brigadier- General  Caetek,  com- 
manding. 

31st  Ohio. 

6th  Kentucky. 

1st  Tennessee. 

2d  Tennessee. 

Thirteenth  Brigade. 

Colonel  Cruft,  commanding. 

3lst  Indiana. 

44th  Indiana. 

17th  Kentucky. 

Kentucky. 


I Fourteenth  Brigade. 

I , commanding. 

I 42d  Indiana. 

43d  Indiana. 

11th  Kentucky. 

Kentucky. 

Fifteenth  Brigade. 
Colonel  Hascall,  commanding. 

15th  Indiana. 

17th  Indiana. 

41st  Ohio. 

51st  Ohio. 

Sixteenth  Brigade. 
, commanding. 

13th  Kentucky. 

15th  Kentucky. 

9th  Michigan. 

3d  Minnesota. 


By  command  of  Brigadier- General  Buell: 

[JAMES  B.  FRY,] 
Assistant  Adjutant  General, 


Memorandum  of  regiments  under  Brig.  Gen.  George  S,  Thomas’  command, 

November  30,  1861. 


Camp  Dick  Robinson. 
31st  Ohio  Infantry. 

Hewett’s  Battery. 

Crab  Orchard. 

33d  Indiana  Infantry. 

Columbia. 

1st  Kentucky  Infantry. 

1st  Kentucky  Cavalry. 

London. 

3d  Kentucky  Infantry. 

1st  East  Tennessee  Infantry. 

2d  East  Tennessee  Infantry. 


Somerset. 

Kentucky  Infantry. 

17th  Ohio  Infantry. 

38th  Ohio  Infantry. 

Battery  B,  Ohio  Artillery. 

Lebanon. 

lOth  Indiana  Infantry. 

2d  Kentucky  Infantry. 

Kentucky  Infantry  (en  route  for), 

K<-ntucky  Infantry. 

14th  Ohio  Infantry. 

Battery  C,  Ohio  Artillery. 


Paducah,  Ky.,  November  30,  1861. 
Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Enemy,  600  to  1,000  strong,  reported  in  camp  at  Caseyville,  with 
intention  to  attack.  I have  sent  three  companies  and  a howitzer  to 
Cave  in  Rockj  also  the  Conestoga,  as  circumstances  may  require. 

C.  F.  SMITH, 

Brigadier- Genera ?,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  TJ.  S.  Forces, 
Paducah j Ky.j  November  30,  1861. 
To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri.,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Sir  : A very  intelligent  person  employed  me  to  obtain  intelligence 
of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  east  of  the  Cumberland  returned  early 
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this  morning,  and  states  that  the  troops  who  were  at  Princeton  (2,000, 
with  two  guns)  have  gone  to  Hopkinsville;  that  with  the  exception  of 
' two  parties  of  cavalry,  of  about  50  men  each,  who  were  moving  uj)  and 
down  from  the  Ohio  plundering,  no  troops  were  between  Ford’s  Ferry 
and  Princeton ; that  he  learned  from  an  old  lady,  who  had  a son  (a  lieu- 
tenant) in  the  rebel  army,  whom  she  saw  just  as  he  was  about  marching 
from  Princeton,  that  his  regiment  was  to  go  to  Muldraugh’s  Hill,  and 
that  the  lorce  at  Hopkinsville  would  soon  move  in  the  same  direction. 

Immediately  after  getting  this  statement  the  captain  of  the  steamer 
Golden  Gate,  which  plies  between  Evansville  and  Cairo,  came  to  inform 
me  that  his  vessel  had  been  forbidden  to  go  to  Caseyville  by  Captain 
Seaton,  of  the  Twenty-second  Illinois  Eegiraent,  stationed  at  Cave  in 
Eock,  with  about  40  men  of  Ids  company,  on  the  ground  that  a party  of 
GUO  to  1,000  were  at  Caseyville  (in  camp),  and  intended  to  take  his 
steamer  and  cross  over. 

I have  just  ordered  three  full  companies  of  the  Eighth  Missouri,  with 
a howitzer,  under  a field  officer,  to  proceed  to  Cave  in  Eock,  to  act  as 
circumstances  may  require. 

As  soon  as  the  Conestoga  (gunboat)  returns  from  up  the  Tennessee  I 
will  send  her  up  to  Caseyville. 

I sent  the  Conestoga  up  the  Tennessee  to  look  after  the  rebel  gun- 
boat, which  I understand  had  been  making  a reconnaissance  below 
Fort  Henry.  I imag  ne  this  so-called  reconnaissance  was  merely  a trial 
trip.  I think  it  advisable  to  have  another  gunboat  here  as  an  addi- 
tional security. 

I inclose  Captain  Seaton’s  letter  to  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  F.  SMITH, 

Brigadier- General^  Commandm g. 

P.  S. — The  telegraph  wire  has  not  been  in  working  order  for  the  past 
two  days,  or  I would  have  sent  the  substance  of  the  above  in  that  way. 

P.  P.  S. — The  Conestoga  has  returned  since  writing  the  above,  and 
will  at  once  go  up  to  Caseyville. 

[Inclosure.] 

Camp  Altona, 

Cave  in  Eoclcy  November  29,  18G1. 

Brigadier-General  Smith: 

Hear  Sir  : Send  troops  up  here  immediately,  as  the  secessionists  are 
on  the  point  of  crossing  over  into  Illinois  at  Caseyville,  8 miles  above 
here,  from  GOO  to  1,000  strong.  They  made  their  appearance  at  Casey- 
ville late  this  afternoon,  and  pitched  their  tents  upon  the  hill.  It  is 
their  intention  of  seizing  upon  a steamboat  and  appropriating  her  for 
their  use  in  crossing  here.  Two  messengers  rowed  down  to  this  point 
in  a skitf  and  two  more  just  arrived  on  horseback,  all  giving  the  same 
information,  one  corroborating  the  other.  The  first  was  from  Kentucky 
and  the  others  from  this  side.  Send  them  immediately. 

JOHN  SEATOK, 

Captain^  Twenty-second  Regiment^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  District  Southeast  Missouri, 

CairOj  December  1,  18G1. 

Capt.  J.  C.  Kelton,  Saint  Louis,  Mo,: 

Bishop  Major-General  Polk’s  three  gunboats  made  a Sunday  excur 
sion  up  to  see  us  this  evening  j fired  five  or  six  shots  when  within  about 
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Lalf  a mile  of  range  of  tlie  nearest  point  of  tlie  camp  at  Fort  Holt,  and 
returned  as  soon  as  their  fire  was  replied  to.  Our  gunboats  followed 
them  7 or  8 miles,  but  could  not  get  near  enough  to  engage  them. 

1 would  respectfully  submit  it  to  the  general  commanding  the  depart- 
ment whether  the  hospital  facilities  at  this  place  and  at  Mound  City 
should  not  be  increased  in  advance  of  the  demand  for  more  room.  The 
hospitals  are  sufSciently  commodious  for  all  that  are  sick  at  present, 
and  have  a very  suitable  sup[)l3’,  with  everything  required,  except,  per- 
haps, blankets.  By  adding  bedsteads  and  bedding,  accommodations 
can  be  provided  for  about  350  more. 

I have  received  invoice  and  bill  of  lading  of  4,000  stand  of  French 
muskets,  with  accouterments  complete,  from  the  East.  These,  with 
4,000  stand  of  improved  arms,  which  I understand  are  to  be  sent  for 
General  McOlernand^s  brigade,  will  supply  the  command,  or  nearly  so. 

There  is  much  ditficulty  experienced  here  in  finding  storage  for  our 
commissary  supplies.  I caust  d to  be  rented  some  months  ago  a very 
large  and  conveniently-arranged  wharf-boat  for  this  purpose.  It  will 
store  conveniently  for  issue  2,500,000  of  rations,  with  office  room  and 
apartments  overhead  sufficient  for  the  assistant  commissary  of  subsist- 
ence and  his  assistants.  This  boat  could  be  moved  down  the  river  at 
any  time,  if  required.  When  the  gunboat  fleet  began  to  receive  their 
sui)plies.  Commodore  Foote  made  application  for  this  storage  room,  and 
obtained  an  order  for  it.  At  that  tiuie  I looked  upon  it  as  necessary 
for  their  use.  Now,  however,  they  have  a large  receiving  steamer,  which 
in  my  judgment  will  accommodate  all  their  stores,  and  be  quite  if  not 
more  convenient  than  the  wharf-boat.  For  this  reason,  and  the  fact 
that  a large  amount  of  provisions  are  now  on  the  way  or  soon  will  be, 
I would  recommend  that  the  order  transferring  this  boat  be  rescinded. 
Otherwise  a large  portion  of  the  stores  to  arrive  will  have  to  be  stored 
on  the  landing  without  shelter.  If  Commodore  Foote  was  here  in  per- 
son I think  he  would  not  object  to  making  the  arrangement  asked  with- 
out the  issuing  of  an  order. 

U.  S.  GKANT, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 
Paducah^  Ky.,  Deeemher  1,  1861. 
To  the  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Sir:  The  letter  of  the  major-general  commanding  the  department, 
dated  on  the  26th  ultimo,  in  reference  to  the  defense  of  the  line  of  the 
Ohio  between  the  mouths  of  the  Wabasli  and  Tennessee  from  Hardee’s 
rebel  forces  attempting  to  cross  into  Illinois,  &c.,  was  duly  received.  I 
concur  entirely  with  the  general  that  the  cavalry  force  he  speaks  of 
operating  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Ohio  would,  with  an  occasional  visit 
of  a gunboat,  be  sufficient. 

Our  main  reliance  against  the  enemy’s  attempt  by  gunboats  by  way 
of  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  must  be  by  the  flotilla,  though  at 
present  that  term  is  rather  a misnomer,  since  it  consists  of  but  the  gun- 
boat Conestoga.  The  two  floating  batteries  (two  coal-barges  joined), 
one  of  which  is  in  position,  can  scarcely  be  regarded  as  part  of  the 
flotilla.  They  were  intended  to  sweep  both  shores  and  guard  the  bridge, 
but  only  as  against  field  guns.  Alone,  they  could  be  run  down  or  de- 
stroyed by  an  enemy’s  gunboat,  properly  constructed  and  armed,  easily, 
though  as  an  auxiliary  to  gunboats  they  may  do  good  service.  The 
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bridge  is  down  and  the  parts  sheltered,  as  I have  already  reported. 
I inclose  a copy  of  General  McClellan’s  orders  in  relation  to  it.  My 
reports  to  him  on  this  and  other  matters  were  made  to  him  direct,  by 
his  orders,  during  the  absence  of  General  Fremont  in  the  West,  aud 
until  General  Halleck’s  arrival  at  Saint  Louis. 

There  is  no  bridge-head,  it  not  being  deemed  necessary  at  the  moment. 
The  nature  of  the  surface  on  the  opposite  shore  is  such’  that  at  this 
season  an  enemy  could  not  take  up  an  effective  position. 

I am  not  aware  of  any  marauding  in  the  country  just  east  of  the 
Tennessee— L c.,  between  the  Tennessee  and  the  Cumberland — bu  it 
has  been  carried  on  extensively  on  the  east  of  the  Cumberland.  My 
cavalry  force  is  not  adequate  to  attempt  the  service  of  scouring  this 
l>art  of  the  country  and  attending  to  necessary  duties  here.  It  consists 
of  four  companies  of  the  Second  Illinois  Cavalry,  imperfectly  armed. 
Each  company  wants  20  sabers.  They  have  no  pistols,  and  only  some' 
of  them  have  carbines.  I have  written  several  times  about  the  arming 
of  these  men,  but  have  not  been  successful.  Of  two  companies  of 
regular  cavalry  (neither  of  which  has  a single  officer  belonging  to  it 
present),  one  is  weak  in  numbers — only  54.  This  is  Company  C,  Second 
Cavalry.  If  recruits  are  received,  they  will  need  the  usual  equipments. 
Thielemann’s  company  of  Chicago  cavalry  is  in  full  strength,  and  armed 
with  sabers,  though  but  partially  with  pistols.  General  Fremont 
authorizes  it  to  be  converted  into  a squadron.  The  second  company 
has  one  first  lieutenant  and  70  men.  It  needs  a captain  and  second 
lieutenant,  which  might  well  be  taken  by  transfer  from  the  other  com- 
pany, and  which  I recommend.  These  men  need  horses  and  arms. 

I tliink  Shawneetown  and  Cave  in  Rock  might  well  be  occupied  by 
the  three  regiments  spoken  of,  and  from  thence  patrol  the  north  bank 
of  the  Ohio,  occasionally  crossing  and  scouring  the  country  east  of  the 
Cumberland.  This,  I think,  would  stop  the  plundering. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  F.  SMITH, 

Brigadier-  Gen  era  ?,  Comm  anding. 


Headquarters  District  Southeast  Missouri, 

CairOj  December  2,  1861. 

Capt.  J.  C.  Kelton,  Saint  Louis^  ilfo. ; 

Inclosed  herewith  I send  you  a letter  from  Colonel  Ross  on  the  sub- 
ject of  winter  quarters,  change  of  cavalry,  ordering  a court-martial,  &c.* 
I would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  general  commanding  to  the 
subject  of  winter  quarters.  I received  instructions  from  General  Fre- 
mont, whilst  he  was  in  command,  on  the  subject.  Under  the  instruc- 
tions then  received,  winter  quarters  for  the  command  here  are  being 
rapidly  completed.  I visited  Cape  Girardeau  and  ga\  e such  verbal 
directions  as  I thought  would  secure  winter  quarters  for  the  troops  at 
that  place  at  a very  small  outlay.  The  cavalry  complained  of  belong  to 
General  Sigel’s  brigade,  and  such  complaints  have  been  made  against 
them  for  their  marauding  propensities  that  I would  recommend  muster- 
ing them  out  of  service. 

There  seems  to  have  been  no  provision  made  in  the  acts  of  Congress 
organizing  our  volunteer  system  for  manning  our  siege  batteries,  other 
than  to  take  companies  authorized  as  light-artillery  companies.  All 
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these  manifest  a great  desire  to  get  their  batteries,  and  do  not  like  to 
remain  in  fortifications.  In  view  of  these  facts,  1 anihorized  Lieutenant 
Powell,  of  the  Twentieth  Illinois  Volunteers,  an  acting  engineer  on  the 
works  at  Cape  Girardeau,  to  raise  a siege  company  out  of  the  Missouri 
Home  Guards  that  were  on  duty  there.  I also  authorized  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  battalion  of  Home  Guards — Colonel,  now  Cat)tain,  Mur- 
dock— to  raise  another  company  of  cavalry  or  infantry  Irom  the  same 
men,  subject  to  the  approval  of  higher  authority.  These  men  were  at 
Cape  Girardeau  by  authority  of  the  commander  of  the  department  when 
I was  assigned  to  this  command.  Most  of  them  are  Missourians,  who 
could  not  return  to  their  homes,  and  who  could  not  have  remained  at 
home  from  the  first  and  remained  loyal.  These  companies  are  about 
full,  and  could  be  filled  to  the  maximum,  if  authorized,  in  a very  short 
time.  They  have  never  been  mustered  into  the  United  States  service, 
but  are  ready  to  be  whenever  authority  to  do  so  is  given.  I would  re- 
spectfully ask  to  have  this  act  legalized  and  these  troops  received.  They 
have  already  been  in  service  some  four  or  five  months  as  Home  Guards 
and  under  their  present  organization. 

Since  writing  the  above  the  J.  D.  Perry  has  arrived,  having  landed  at 
Price’s,  putting  ashore  a large  amount  of  freight.  I understand  that 
the  authority  to  do  so  was  given  by  the  ])rovost-marshal  of  Saint  Louis. 
There  is  great  danger  of  losing  our  boats  by  making  these  landings,  and 
all  the  Union  men  of  this  section  of  the  State  have  been  driven  out  by 
Thompson  and  his  band. 

I have  ordered  the  captain  of  the  J.  D.  Perry  to  disregard  all  orders 
to  land  on  the  Missouri  shore  between  Cape  Girardeau  and  this  place, 
unless  given  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  de])artment  or  myself. 
Should  it  be  necessary  for  freight  to  go  to  Charleston,  Mo.,  it  can  be 
landed  at  Bird’s  Point,  and  go  out  by  rail  more  economically  than  by  any 
other  route. 

I inclose  herewith  report  of  Colonel  Oglesb^^,  commanding  at  Bird’s 
Point,  just  received.* 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville^  Kg.,  Decemher  2,  1861. 

General  S.  P.  Carter, 

Commanding  Twelfth  Brigade: 

Sir  : It  is  the  intention  of  the  general  commanding  to  keep  your  com- 
mand in  front  of  Cumberland  Gap,  both  for  the  protection  of  that  sec- 
tion of  the  country  and  to  operate  on  that  line  at  a suitable  time.  At 
as  early  a moment  as  possible  a squadron  or  so  of  cavalry  and  at  least 
one  section  of  artillery  will  be  sent  you.  Your  supplies  will  be  drawn 
from  Lexington,  through  Eichmond. 

It  is  desirable,  perhaps,'  that  you  should  take  a position  at  the  Cum- 
berland Ford,  but  you  must  for  the  present  be  the  judge  of  the  expe- 
diency of  moving  there  now.  By  throwing  up  a small  field  work,  it  will 
enable  you  at  any  time  to  hold  that  position  and  to  operate  so  as  to  pro- 
tect the  inhabitants  and  expel  marauders. 

It  was  the  wish  of  the  general  commanding  to  join  the  East  Tennessee 
regiments  to  the  main  body  of  the  army  which  will  o])erate  upon  Ten- 
nessee, but  they  would  perhaps  prefer  remaining  on  their  present  line  of 
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operations,  their  acquaintance  with  that  region  rendering  them  pecu- 
liarly suitable  for  service  there.  For  the  present,  at  least,  he  deems  it 
advisable  to  keep  them  on  that  line. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.,  JAMES  B.  FEY, 

Assistant  Adju  tant- General.,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville,  Ky.,  JDecemhtr  2,  1861. 

COMMANDINO  OFFICER, 

Third  Regiment  Minnesota  Volunteers : 

Sir  : An  order  has  been  issued  for  your  regiment  to  take  post  with 
six  companies  at  Shepherdsville  and  four  at  Lebanon  Junction.  The 
general  commanding  places  upon  you  the  responsibility  of  guarding  the 
bridge  over  Wilson^s  Creek  a few  miles  in  advance  of  the  Junction.* 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  FEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville,  Ky.,  December  2,  1861. 

Colonel  Duffield, 

Comdg.  Ninth  Regt.  Mich.  Yols.,  Mouth  of  Salt  River : 

Sir  : The  general  commanding  assigns  you  to  the  command  of  the 
])ost  and  field  work  at  the  mouth  of  Salt  Eiver.  It  will  be  your  duty  to 
liold  the  field  works  at  the  Salt  Eiver  crossing  and  the  turnpike  towards 
Elizabethtown  and  to  guard  the  army  supplies  which  may  be  at  the 
post.* 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  FEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville,  Ky..,  Deceinher  2,  1861. 

Col.  E.  H.  Hobson, 

Comdg.  Thirteenth  Regt.  Ky.  Yols.,  Camphellsville,  Ky. : 

Sir:  The  general  commanding  assigns  you  to  the  command  of  the 
post  of  Lebanon.  It  will  be  your  duty  to  guard  the  army  supplies  which 
may  be  at  that  place  and  to  look  to  the  safety  of  the  railroad  towards  New 
Haven  and  the  turnpike  towards  Camphellsville.* 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  McLEAY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville,  Ky.,  December  2,  1861. 

Col.  L.  T.  Moore, 

Comdg.  Fourteenth  Regt.  Ky.  Yols.,  Catlettsburg.,  Ky. : 

Sir  : The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  establish  your  regi- 
ment at  or  near  the  town  of  Prestouburg,  with  a view  of  giving  security 
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to  tbe  inhabitants  in  the  region  of  the  Big  Sandy  and  of  punishing  the 
marauding  bands  of  the  enemy  who  annoy  that  part  of  the  State.  Tlie 
general  expects  vigilance,  activity,  and  good  order  on  the  part  of  your 
command  in  the  important  and  isolated  duty  assigned  to  it.* 

I am,  sir,  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  FEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville.^  Ky.j  December  2,  1861. 

Col.  Curran  Pope, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Regiment.,  Kentuchy  Yolunteers  : 

Sir  : The  general  commanding  has  placed  upon  you  the  responsibility 
of  guarding  against  all  injury,  whether  through  neglect  or  design,  the 
railroad  and  turnpike  bridge  at  and  near  New  Haven,  and  also  the  rail- 
road bridge  over  the  Bushy  Fork  of  Salt  Eiver  and  the  turnpike  bridge 
over  Boiling  Fork  in  advance  of  New  Haven.* 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  FEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville,  Ky.,  December  2,  1861c 

Colonel  Warner, 

Commanding  Regiment  Kentuclcy  Yolunteers : 

Sir  : The  general  commanding  has  placed  upon  you  the  responsibility 
of  guarding  the  line  of  railroad  from  Lexington  to  Covington. 

The  headquarters  of  your  regiment  will  be  established  at  Falmoutli, 
and  you  will  post  your  companies  so  as  to  effectually  guard  all  the  im- 
portant bridges  on  the  line.^ 

Yery  respectfully, 

JAMES  B.  FEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  > Headquarters  Dept,  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  19.  1 Louisville,  Ky.,  December  2,  1861. 

The  following  organization  of  divisions  will  be  observed  until  further 
orders : 


First  Division. 

Second  Division. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  H.  Thomas,  commanding. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  McD.  McCook,  commanding. 

Ist  Brigade. 

4th  Brigade. 

2d  Brigade. 

5th  Brigade. 

3d  Brigade. 

6th  Brigade. 

Util  Brigade. 

7th  Brigade. 

12th  Brigade. 

2d  Kentucky  Cavalry  (Board’s). 

1st  Kentucky  Cavalry  (Wolford’s). 

Stone’s  battery. 

Battery  B,  Ohio. 

Cotter’s  battery. 

Battery  C,  Ohio, 

Mueller’s  battery. 

Hewett’s  (Kentucky)  battery. 

Squadron  Indiana  Cavalry,  Captain 

Indiana  Cavalry  (squadron). 

Graham. 

* Detailed  iustructious  omitted. 
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Third  Division. 

Brig.  Gen.  O.  M.  Mitchel,  commanding. 
8tli  Brigade. 

9th  Brigade. 

17th  Brigade. 

Fourth  Division. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  Nelson,  commanding. 
10th  Brigade. 

I5th  Brigade. 

19th  Brigade. 


Fifth  Division. 

Brig.  Gen.  T.  L.  Crittenden,  command 
iug. 

13th  Brigade. 

14th  Brigade. 

3d  Regiment  Kentucky  Cavalry  (Jack- 
son’s). 

Battery. 


By  command  of  Brigadier- General  Buell: 

[JAMES  B.  FEY,] 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Washington,  December  3,  18G1. 
Brig.  Gen.  13.  C.  Buell,  Lotiisville : 

My  Dear  Buell  : I inclose  two  letters,  which  were  referred  to  me  by 
the  President  and  were  intended  for  your  eye.  I do  so,  feeling  sure  that 
you  sympathize  with  me  in  my  intense  regard  for  the  noble  Union  men 
of  Eastern  Tennessee ; that  you  will  overlook  all  mere  matters  of  form, 
and  that  you  will  devote  all  your  energies  towards  the  salvation  of  men 
so  eminently  deserving  our  protection.  I understand  your  movements 
and  fully  concur  in  their  propriety,  but  I must  still  urge  the  occupation 
of  Eastern  Tennessee  as  a duty  we  owe  to  our  gallant  friends  there  who 
have  not  hesitated  to  espouse  our  cause. 

Please  send,  then,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  troops  enough  to  protect 
these  men.  I still  feel  sure  that  the  best  strategical  move  in  this  case  will 
be  that  dictated  by  the  simple  feelings  of  humanity.  We  must  jireserve 
these  noble  fellows  from  harmj  everything  urges  us  to  do  that — faith, 
interest,  and  loyalty.  For  the  sake  of  these  Eastern  Tennesseeans  who 
have  taken  part  with  ns  I would  gladly  sacrifice  mere  military  advan- 
tages; they  deserve  our  protection,  and  at  all  hazards  they  must  have 
it.  I know  that  your  narure  is  noble  enough  to  forget  any  slurs  they  may 
cast  upon  you.  Protect  the  true  men  and  you  have  everything  to  look 
forward  to.  In  no  event  allow  them  to  be  crushed  out. 

I have  ordered  one  regular  and  one  excellent  volunteer  battery  to  join 
you.  To-day  I ordered  10,000  excellent  arms  to  be  sent  to  you  at  Louis- 
ville. I have  directed  all  your  requisitions  to  be  filled  at  once.  You  may 
fully  rely  on  my  full  support  in  the  movement  I have  so  much  at  heart — 
the  liberation  of  Eastern  Tennessee. 

Write  to  me  often,  fully,  and  confidentially.  If  you  gain  and  retain 
possession  of  Eastern  Tennessee  you  will  have  won  brighter  laurels  than 
any  I hope  to  gain. 

With  the  utmost  confidence  and  firmest  friendship,  I am,  truly,  yours, 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 
Major-General,  Commanding  U.  S.  Army. 

P.  S. — This  letter  has  been  dictated  by  no  doubt  as  to  your  movements 
and  intentions,  but  only  by  my  feelings  for  the  Union  men  of  Eastern 
Tennessee. 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Headquarters  East  Tennessee  Brigade, 
Camp  Calvert,  near  London,  Ky.,  November  21,  18G1. 
Hon.  Horags  Maa^nard  : 

Dear  Sir  : The  copy  of  Evening  Star  received  this  evening  assures 
me  you  have  not  forgotten  me. 
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We  are  still  here,  together  with  Tliird  Eegiment  Kentucky  Volunteers. 
Why  all  the  other  forces  were  withdrawn  is  a question  to  be  answered 
at  Louisville.  By  the  papers  you  will  have  seen  that  we,  too,  left  on  the 
night  of  the  13th,  by  orders  of  General  Schoepf,  in  company  with  the 
Ohio  and  Indiana  troops,  as  it  seemed,  by  orders  which  should  have 
been  given  me  that  day,  but  which  were  not  received  until  two  days 
afterwards,  not  only  unnecessarily^,  but  contrary  to  General  Thomas’ 
directions. 

1 was  iutensely  mortified  at  the  hesitancy  of  some  of  our  Tennesseeans 
to  move  on  when  they  found  they  had  to  take  the  road  leading  to  Crab 
Orchard.  They  had  got  the  impression  we  were  returning  to  Camp  Eobin- 
son  to  winter,  but  after  I spoke  a few  words  to  them  they  obeyed  the 
order  to  march.  Many  fell  out  during  the  night  and  some  deserted. 
Our  losses  amount  to  about  40  to  45.  We  were  without  transportation, 
and  were  forced  to  leave  almost  the  entire  camp  standing  and  every 
one  of  our  sick  behind.  The  roads  were  in  a terrible  state,  and  large 
numbers  of  men  from  the  various  regiments  fell  out  on  the  way  from 
sheer  exhaustion.  When  I reached  Dr.  Josslin’s  I learned  for  the  first 
time  we  were  to  return  to  this  place. 

Our  men  are  most  anxious  to  return  to  Eastern  Tennessee,  not  so  much 
to  see  their  families  as  to  drive  the  rebels  from  the  country.  We  are  all 
inclined  to  think  that  help  will  b(^ deferred  until  it  is  too  late  to  save  our 
people.  This  ought  not  'to  be  so. 

Two  or  three  batteries  and  1 0,000  men,  provided  even  with  powder 
and  lead  for  the  people,  could  save  Eastern  Tennessee  at  this  time.  Will 
help  never  come  % 

General  Thomas  has  left  Crab  Orchard,  and  we  are  here  to  look  out 
for  ourselves.  To-night  I have  sent  out  between  GOO  and  700  men  in 
the  direction  of  Flat  Lick,  8 miles  above  Barboursvilie,  to  try  and  cut 
off  some  of  the  thieving  rebel  scouts  and  to  gain  correct  intelligence  of 
their  whereabouts. 

I think  it  probable  that  we  shall  in  a few  days  move  on  Somerset.  I 
have  no  information  as  to  thp  plans  of  General  Buell.  Can  you  not  get 
those  in  power  to  give  us  a few  more  men  and  permission  to  make  at 
least  an  effort  to  save  our  people  ? Do  try.  They  are  even  now  in  arms, 
and  must  be  crushed  unless  assistance  soon  reaches  them. 

Two  men  came  in  from  Carter  this  evening  who  have  been  nearly  six 
weeks  on  the  way. 

With  respect,  yours,  truly, 

S.  P.  CAETEE. 


[Indorsement.] 


Please  read  and  consider  this  letter. 


[Tnclosure  Xo.  2.] 


December  3,  1861. 

A.  L. 


Headquarters  East  Tennessee  Brig-ade, 

Camp  Calvert^  November  25,  18G1. 

Hon.  Horace  Maynard: 

]My  Dear  Sir  : A day  or  two  after  I wrote  you  I received  orders  to 
break  up  at  this  place  and  join  General  'J'hornas.  I had  sent  on  a portion 
of  our  sick  to  Crab  Orchard  and  a portion  of  our  commissary  stores, 
but  fortunately  I was  unable  to  obtain  wagons  enough  to  move  tlie  wliolc 
and  was  detained  until  this  morning,  when  I received  other  orders  from 
department  headquarters  to  remain  at  London.  1 know  not  what  will 
be  the  next  move,  but  hope  most  sincerely  it  may  be  towards  Eastern  Ten- 
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iiessee.  If  somethiDg  is  not  done,  and  fhat  speedily,  our  people  will  be 
cut  u])  and  ruined.  A column  should  be  ordered  to  move  into  Eastern 
Tennessee,  one  detailed  for  that  purpose  and  no  other,  to  ^o  without 
reference  to  any  other  movement,  with  the  specific  object  of  relieving 
our  people,  simply  on  account  of  their  loyalty  and  as  though  it  were 
entirely  disconnected  with  any  military  advantages.  I intend  to  say 
that  our  people  deserve  protection  and  should  have  it  at  once,  and  inde- 
pendently of  all  outside  considerations. 

I sent  on  21st  between  GOO  and  700  men,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Spears,  to  Elat  Lick,  a point  8 miles  below  Cumberland  Ford,  for  the  pur- 
l)ose  of  obtaining  information  of  the  enemy,  and  with  the  hope  they 
would  fall  in  with  a portion  of  them  and  cut  them  up.  Some  of  our  men 
went  nearly  to  the  Ford.  None  of  the  rebels  were  there.  From  best 
information  the  force  at  the  Gap  was  only  about  2,000.  Zollicofier,  with 
some  G,000,  was  at  Boss,  in  Anderson  County. 

If  we  had  a battery  I believe  we  could  go  into  Tennessee,  and  then,  if 
we  could  carry  arms  or  even  powder  and  lead  to  furnish  to  our  j^eople, 
I believe  we  could  stay  there. 

AVill  help  overcome?  I do  not  mean  contingent  aid,  but  special  and 
direct. 

We  are  getting  along  well.  Most  of  our  men  have  returned  who  left 
on  niglit  of  13th,  and  all  are  elated  at  the  orders  to  remain  here.  If  it 
be  possible,  have  it  so  arranged  that  ttie  Eastern  Tennesseeans  shall  not 
again,  except  in  case  of  urgent  and  pressing  necessity,  be  ordered  back 
towards  Central  Kentucky.  Many  would  sooner  perish  in  battle  than 
turn  their  backs  towards  the  Tennessee  line  again. 

Will  you  please  write  me  if  the  President  has  ever  acted  on  the  peti- 
tion which  you  forwarded  from  the  officers  of  the  two  regiments  to  com- 
mission me  as  brigadier-general,  and,  if  so,  the  reason  for  his  non-comi)li- 
ance,  as  well  as  what  you  can  learn  of  his  intentions  in  regard  to  that 
matter. 

With  best  wishes,  I am,  yours,  very  trulv, 

S.  P.  CAKTEE. 


[Indorsement.] 

Please  read  and  consider  this  letter. 


December  3, 18G1. 

A.  L. 


Hdqrs.  Eastern  Division,  Dept,  of  the  Ohio, 

Lebanon^  Ky.^  December  3,  18G1. 

Col.  T.  E.  Bramlette, 

Commanding  at  Columbia^  -57/*  * 

Colonel  : I have  just  receiv^ed  yours  of  the  2d,  inclosingMr.  Leverage’s 
statement  of  the  strength  of  the  enemy.  I [have]  no  doubt  his  infor- 
mation is  correct. 

It  will  be  a good  service  to  seize  the  pork  at  Burkesville  if  you  are 
sure  it  is  intended  for  the  Confederates. 

As  soon  as  General  Buell  gets  the  troops  organized  into  brigades  I 
have  no  doubt  one  brigade  will  be  posted  at  Burkesvilie.  In  the  mean 
time  I wish  you  to  do  all  in  your  power  to  prevent  an  advance  of  the 
enemy  via  Columbia,  as  well  as  the  passage  of  the  steamers  up  the  river. 
Do  not  run  any  risk  of  disaster,  and  should  the  enemy  attack  you  at 
Columbia,  hold  him  in  check  as  long  as  possible  and  send  me  word 
immediately.  Should  he  dare  come  to  Columbia,  we  can  easily  capture 
him  before  he  can  get  back  to  his  lines. 
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I do  not  think  yon  can  get  an  umbrella  tent  in  Louisville.  I Avill  see 
Captain  Webster,  who  will  write  you  where  he  purchased  his  in  Cin- 
cinnati. 

Eespectfull}" 

GEO.  n.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier- General^  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


Lebanon,  Ky.,  December  3,  1861 — 11  p.  m. 

General  D.  C.  Buell, 

Headquarters.  Louisville : 

I have  just  received  a dispatch  from  General  Schoepf.  The  enemy  are 
opposite  Somerset  and  have  commenced  cannonading  Hoskins’  camj). 
He  says  the  strength  of  the  enemy  is  estimated,  from  the  best  accounts 
he  can  get,  of  the  following  numbers:  At  Mill  Springs,  2,000  infantry 
and  1,000  cavalry;  at  Captain  Wiatt’s  farm,  2 miles  from  Mill  S[)rings, 
1,000  infantry;  at  Steubenville,  2 miles  farther  west,  is  2,000  inlantry; 
and  at  Monticello,  5 miles  from  Steubenville,  3,000  infantry.  1 have 
sent  to  Colonels  Walker  and  Van  Derveer  to  march  to  his  relief  as  rapidly 
as  they  can.  When  these  two  regiments  reach  him,  he  will  have  live 
regiments  of  infantry  and  one  battery  of  artillery. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General^  XI.  8.  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Eastern  Division,  Dept,  of  Ohio. 

Lebanon^  Ky..,  December  3,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Carter, 

Commanding  at  London^  Ky.: 

General:  Yours  of  l^ovember  28  has  been  received.  The  informa- 
tion which  we  have  of  the  immediate  movements  of  the  rebels  is  to  the 
effect  that  they  are  moving  towards  the  west.  You  did  right  in  declin- 
ing to  march  to  Somerset  without  orders. 

It  is  General  Buell’s  intention  to  keep  troops  at  London  for  a while 
yet.  As  I wrote  you  a few  days  since,  your  regiments,  at  least  the  Ten- 
nesseeans, will  move  to  Somerset,  if  they  are  moved  west.  Encounige 
your  men  to  remain  hopeful,  and  assure  th(‘m  that  the  Government  will 
not  leave  them  to  their  enemies,  but  will  afford  relief  to  East  Tennessee 
as  soon  as  possible.  I am  not  authorized  to  tell  you  even  what  1 know, 
because  General  Buell  is  desirous  that  the  enemy  be  kept  profoundly 
ignorant  of  our  movements. 

I will  take  measures  to  have  arras  for  your  recruits,  if  they  can  be 
had  from  Louisville,  and  also  some  for  the  East  Tennesseeans. 

Should  you  need  the  corn,  flour,  «fec.,  of  those  secessionists  you  men- 
tioned, I would  not  hesitate  to  take  it.  Have  statements  of  the  amount 
of  ammunition  you  have  on  hand  made  out  and  send  to  Capt.  A.  Miller, 
ordnance  officer  at  this  place,  as  soon  as  the  colonels  can  forward  them; 
also  direct  them  to  forward  their  monthly  regimental  returns  immedi- 
ately. The  paymaster  will  be  with  you  soon.  You  may  hasten  his 
arrival  by  sending  an  escort  with  a wagon  to  take  charge  of  his  money- 
ebest.  Let  the  escort  meet  him  at  Crab  Orchard. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier- General^  U.  8.  Volunteers, 
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Headquarters  District  Southeast  Missouri, 

Cairo,  December  3,  18G1. 

Ci\pt.  J.  0.  Kelt  ON,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

By  orders  from  tbe  Governor  of  tliis  State  two  regiments  of  troops 
liavebeen  sent  to  Sbawneetown.  One  of  these  has  been  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  the  acting  assistant  commissary  of 
subsistence,  who  is  now  here,  represents  to  me  that  the  State  author- 
ities decline  rationing  them  longer.  Under  these  circumstances  I have 
claused  to  be  turned  over  to  the  commissary  ten  days^  rations  for  his 
regiment.  In  a few  days  I understand  that  the  other  regiment  will  be 
mustered  in  also,  and  will  probably  be  calling  here  for  subsistence. 

Troops  are  highly  necessary  at  Shawneetown,  not  only  to  protect  the 
citizens  from  marauding  parties  of  secession  trooxis,  who  are  now  col- 
lecting hogs  and  cattle  and  horses  on  the  oxjposite  side  of  the  river,  but 
wi;l  serve  to  keexi  oxten  navigation  of  the  Ohio,  and  to  xirevent  much  of 
tlie  smuggling  now  going  on.  Under  these  circumstances  I would  re- 
spectfully ask  if  it  would  not  be  vfell  to  extend  the  limits  of  this  mili- 
tary district  to  the  Wabash  and  give  it  limits  north  in  this  State.  If 
this  is  not  done,  I would  at  least  recommend  that  some  command  be 
r(‘quired  to  take  in  these  troops,  where  they  can  look  for  suxi plies  and 
so  that  they  may  be  x^roxieiTy  retained. 

Constant  comx)laints  are  coming  here  from  citizens  of  Crittenden  and 
Union  Counties,  Kentucky,  of  dex)redaiions  that  are  being  committed 
by  troops  from  Hopkinsville,  and  as  the  troops  at  Shawneetown  have  a 
steamer  at  their  command,  they  may  make  excursions  across  the  river 
ihat  might  beimxiroper.  There  are  large  quantities  of  stock  of  all  kinds 
being  driv’en  from  these  counties  to  the  Southern  Army,  and  quite  a trade 
is  being  carried  on  in  salt,  x)Owder,  caps,  and  domestics.  I have  rex)orted 
these  facts,  as  lar  as  could  well  be  done  in  a limited  telegraphic  disx)atch, 
to  General  Buell. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Cahp  Calvert,  Ky.,  December  4,  18GI. 

(Eeceived  December  G,  18GI.) 

Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Lebanon,  Ky.: 

General:  As  I had  heard  nothing  from  you  since  25th  ultimo,  I 
did  not  until  this  evening  know  where  you  had  established  your  head- 
quarters. 

I wrote  to  the  commander  of  this  department  on  the  2d  instant,  and 
advised  him  that  we  had  already  no  little  difficulty  in  obtaining  neces- 
sary forage  for  our  draught  animals  and  that  a iiortion  of  our  stores 
was  nearly  exhausted,  and  in  oider  to  be  nearer  our  de]>ot  I exxiected, 
unless  I should  receive  orders  to  the  contrary,  to  move  towards  Somer- 
set. I hope  that  tliis  stexi  will  meet  with  your  ax^probation. 

Another  reason  which  renders  a change  of  camps  advisable  is  the 
sickness  of  our  men  and  the  increased  malignity  of  disease.  We  have- 
some  rebels  in  camp  fiom  Scott  County,  East  Tennessee j they  were 
brought  in  yesterday  by  some  Tennesseeans  and  Kentuckians.  They 
liave  been  noted  for  the  bitterness  of  their  enmity  to  the  Union  cause 
and  the  unrelenting  manner  in  which  they  have  x^ersecuted  loyal  men. 
Four  of  them  are  said  to  be  members  of  a rebel  company  of  rangers,  one 
of  whom  is  a sergeant.  W hat  shall  be  done  with  them  ? 
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1 await  anxiously  permission  to  marcli  to  Somerset,  where  I have  just 
been  informed  Zollicoffer  has  been  engaging  a small  Federal  force. 

Col.  J.  P.  T.  Carter  left  this  morning  for  the  headquarters  of  this  de- 
])artment  at  Louisville,  to  see  if  he  can  obtain  arms  for  the  recruits  of 
his  regiment. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  CARTEE, 

Acting  Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Camp  Goggin,  December  4,  18G1. 

(Received  December  b,  18G1 — 3 a.  m.) 
Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Eastern  Division : 

General  : According  to  your  instructions  to  keei)  you  informed  of 
the  movements  of  the  enemy,  I do  so  now. 

From  information  just  received  (1  p.  m.)  from  a captain  of  the  Thirty- 
eighth  Ohio,  who  was  on  picket  west  of  me,  I learned  that  the  enemy, 
two  regiments  of  infantry  and  one  battery  strong,  beat  the  reveille  at  3 
o’clock  this  morning;  he  heard  the  train  moving  in  a southwesterly 
direction,  and  also  heard  commands  given  distinctly. 

T have  no  doubt  they  are  moving  towards  Mill  Springs.  A negro 
man  who  came  from  the  other  side  this  morning  informs  me  that  they 
had  constructed  a large  number  of  boats  on  Meadow  Creek,  opposite 
Mill  Springs,  with  the  intention  to  cross  at  that  place.  Being  certain 
that  they  are  not  going  to  cross  here,  I ordered  the  whole  battery  to 
Mill  Springs.  I will  order  the  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  to-morrow  morning  to 
Somerset,  to  be  in  readiness  to  move  either  to  this  place  or  to  Mill 
Springs,  where  it  should  be  most  needed,  the  distance  to  either  place 
being  only  G miles. 

I will  proceed  to  Mill  Springs  to-morrow ; am  only  wmiting  to  get 
more  reliable  information  with  regard  to  their  movements  here. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SOHOEPF, 

Brigadier-  Genera  1. 


Washington,  btli  [December,  ISGl.?] 

General  D.  C.  Buell: 

My  Dear  Buell  : I have  only  time  before  the  mail  closes  to  acknowl- 
edge yours  of  the  30th.  Give  me  at  once  in  detail  your  views  as  to  the 
number  and  amount  of  gunboats  necessary  for  the  water  moveinent, 
the  necessary  land  forces,  &c.  Would  not  C.  F.  Smith  be  a good  man  to 
command  that  part  of  the  expedition'?  When  sbould  they  move? 

Pray  do  not  abandon  the  Pikesville  [Piketon]  region.  I consider  it 
important  to  hold  that  line ; your  supplies  can  go  by  water  to  Preston- 
burg.  I will  also  re-enlorce  the  Guyandotte  region  at  once.  Let  me 
again  urge  the  necessity  of  sending  something  into  East  Tennessee  as 
promptly  as  possible.  Our  friends  there  have  thrown  tlieir  all  into  tlie 
scale,  and  we  must  not  desert  them.  1 tell  the  East  Tennessee  men  here 
to  rest  quiet,  that  you  will  take  care  of  them  and  will  never  desert  them. 
I ordered  to-day  two  fully  armed  regiments  of  cavalry  to  join  you  from 
Camp  Dennison.  Will  send  you  .some  more  infantry  from  the  North- 
west in  a day  or  two. 
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I will  try  to  write  more  fully  to-night.  By  all  means  hold  Somerset 
and  London.  Better  intrench  both  j * still  better,  the  crossing  of  the 
river  nearest  these  points. 

In  haste,  truly,  your  friend, 

McCLELLAX. 


Headquarters  Camp  Goggin, 

December  5,  18111 — 8 a.  m. 

General  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Eastern  Division : 

General  : Colonel  Bradley,  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Ohio,  reported  to 
me  that  he  has  only  40  rounds  of  ammunition.  In  my  position,  without 
ammunition,  1 could  not  sus’ain  myself,  being  almost  certain  the  enemy 
is  going  to  make  the  attempt  to  cross. 

I may  be  wrong,  but  I ordered  the  Tennessee  brigade  under  General 
Carter  to  join  me,  be  being  the  nearest. 

^Ir.  Smith,  father  of  one  of  the  officers  in  Colonel  Hoskins^  regiment, 
came  from  the  enemy’s  camp  and  contirms  all  I reported  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCIIOEPE, 

Brigadier-  Genera  1. 

P.  S. — I just  noAV  learned  from  two  reliable  men  that  the  enemy  has 
been  re-enforced  by  two  additional  Mississippi  rifle  regiments  ; they  are 
represented  to  be  in  first-rate  order  with  regard  to  clothing  and  arms. 


Headquarters  Camp  Goggin, 

December  5,  18(11 — 12  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Eastern  Division : 

General  : I left  this  place  this  morning  in  company  with  Captain 
Prime,  Engineer  Corps,  to  go  to  Mill  Springs  to  examine  that  place  and 
plant  a battery ; when  I arrived  at  Fishing  Creek,  I found  the  Seven- 
teenth Ohio  retreating  and  on  this  side  of  the  creek ; this  was  owing  to 
disobedience  of  orders  by  Captain  Billion,  of  the  First  [Ky.]  Cavalry, 
whom  I ordered  on  Monday  to  proceed  to  Mill  Springs,  there  encamp, 
and,  if  any  attempt  was  made  by  the  enemy  to  cross  the  river,  to  dis- 
patch  that  fact  to  me.  Instead  of  obeying,  he  encamped  only  2 miles 
from  Fishing  Creek,  without  even  the  precaution  of  throwing  out  })ickets, 
and  the  enemy,  it  is  reported,  crossed  in  force  to  this  side  last  night.  In 
regard  to  the  order  sent  to  Colonel  Connell  to  march  to  Mill  Springs,  1 
inclose  you  his  letter. 

1 met  Captain  Billion  on  this  side  of  the  creek  with  his  comjiany,  and 
on  my  interrogating  him  ‘Gvhy  he  had  not  obeyed  my  order,”  he  replied 
there  Avas  danger,  and  on  that  account  had  not  proceeded. 

I have  ordered  Colonel  Hoskins’  regiment  down  to  Fishing  Creek,  and 
will  try  to  push  on  and  see  what  the  enemy  is  doing. 

The  rumor  is  that  2,000  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  haA^e  crossed,  but  to 
keep  them  from  crossing  in  too  large  a force  for  my  men  I have  sent  for 
General  Carter’s  Tennessee  regiments  and  the  Thirty-third  Indiana. 

The  Thirty-eighth  and  SeA^enteenth  Ohio  are  very  short  of  ammu- 
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uition,  which  fact  was  .reported  to  me  just  yesterday.  My  position  for 
defense  is  worse  even  than  at  Wild  Cat. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHOEPF, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[Inclosure.] 

Camp  at  Fishino  Creek,  December  5,  1801. 

(Received  December  6,  1801.) 
General  Schoepf,  Commanding  Camp  Goggin : 

General  : On  yesterday  I moved  forward  with  the  artillery  to  talre 
position  at  Mill  Springs,  according  to  your  order,  having  sent  the  cav- 
alry the  evening  before  ; they  however  did  not  proceed  more  than  2 miles. 

I advanced  to  within  miles  of  the  Ford  at  Mill  Springs  with  my 
whole  force,  and  went  forward  with  Captain  Ricketts  and  Lieutenant 
Fife,  of  artillery,  to  the  Ford  to  make  a personal  reconnaissance.  Found 
their  xhckets  within  100  yards  of  the  Ford,  on  this  sidej  endeavored  to 
avoid  them,  and  took  the  woods  on  the  left  hand  and  spent  about  twenty 
minutes  examining  their  position,  and  found  it  too  strong  and  the  enemy 
too  numerous  to  face  with  oiir  small  Ibrce. 

Foil  have  been  misinformed  as  to  the  }iossibility  of  securing  a good 
position  that  any  small  force  can  hold  at  that  point.  The  rebel  camp 
completely  overlooks  the  bluffs  on  this  side,  and  it  is  impossible  to  take 
position  upon  them  without  being  exi)osed  to  their  full  view  and  in 
range  of  all  their  arms.  Fpon  attempting  by  myself  to  pass  to  the  right 
bluff  near  the  creek  I was  ffred  upon  by  a body  of  their  cavalry,  who 
were  just  coming  up  the  hill  at  the  Ford  within  50  yards  of  me.  They 
followed,  firing  deliberately  as  I spurred  my  horse  back.  In  turning  a 
sharp  angle  my  saddle  turned,  girth  broke,  and  I was  thrown  within 
100  yards  of  them,  and  but  for  the  noble  conduct  and  cool  bravery  of 
Captain  Ricketts  I would  have  been  killed  or  captured.  He  got  off  his 
horse  and  waited  until  1 ran  up  to  him  and  gave  me  his  horse,  while  he 
escaped  into  tlie  woods. 

I found  no  tenable  position  at  all  between  Mill  Springs  and  Fishing 
Creek,  and  certainly  none  at  or  near  Mill  Siirings  or  mouth  of  Meadow 
Creek. 

The  rebels  have  already  several  boats  and  cross  the  Ford  with  ease. 
Their  cavalry  can  cross  in  a few  minutes. 

Captain  Fullerton  made  diligent  inquiry  as  to  their  force,  and  reports 
to  me  that  he  has  no  doubt  that  there  are  twelve  regiments  at  Mill 
Sjiriugs.  They  have  very  extensive  encampments. 

We  have  not  a very  strong  position  here,  but  it  is  better  than  any 
we  can  get  betwoim  here  and  Mill  Springs,  and  if  we  had  a torc.e  to 
throw  across  the  creek  I thiuk  w^e  could  make  a very  strong  resistance. 

Finding  ourselves  in  an  ex])osed  condition,  where  we  could  in  a lew 
minutes  be  comi)letely  surrounded  and  the  rebels  beating  to  arms,  with 
cavalry  across  the  Ford  in  our  front,  and  night  just  u])on  us,  my  own 
judgment,  sup])orted  by  the  opinion  of  all  the  officers  of  my  command, 
inffuenced  me  to  fall  back,  and  finding  no  xdace  where  I could  make  a 
stand  and  save  my  train  except  this,  I moved  back  here  during  the 
night  quietly  and  in  good  order  j my  men  and  teams  terribly  fatigueil 
with  25  miles’  rough  marching  and  counter-marching. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  CONNFLL, 
Colonel  Seventeenth  Ohio  Reginuut. 
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Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

^o.  23.  j Louisville^  Ky.^  December  5,  1861. 

******* 

X.  The  Twelfth  Brigade  is  detached  from  the  First  Division  and  will 
report  direct  to  these  headquarters. 

XI.  The  Eleventh  Brigade  is  for  the  present  placed  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brigadier-General  Thomas. 

* * ***** 

By  command  of  Brigadier- General  Buell: 

OLIVER  D.  GREEXE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Xo.  24.  ) Louisville,  Ky.,  December  5,  1861. 

* * * * * * * 

V.  The  Seventeenth  Brigade,  consisting  of  the  Fifteenth  Kentucky, 
Third  Ohio,  Tenth  Ohio,  Thirteenth  Ohio,  is  assigned  to  the  Third  Divis- 
ion, ahd  will  assemble  at  Elizabethtown  as  soon  as  equipped  and  trans- 
portation is  furnished.  The  senior  officer  will  take  command. 

The  Kentucky  regiment  will  not  move  until  mustered  into  United 
States  service. 

* * * * * * * 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Buell: 

[JAMES  B.  FRY], 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Headquarters,  Somerset^  December  6,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Eastern  Division : 

General  : The  enemy  have  crossed  the  Cumberland,  as  near  as  I can 
learn,  with  four  regiments  of  infantry,  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  and  eight 
pieces  of  artillery.  As  there  was  no  position  near  the  river  that  could 
have  been  held  by  the  small  force  under  me  (not  1,900),  I deemed  it  my 
duty  to  move  back  about  3 miles  beyond  Somerset  to  a very  fine  posi- 
tion, that  commands  the  Grab  Orchard  road  and  also  the  road  to  Stan- 
ford, where  I now  am,  and  shall  await  my  re -enforcements,  and  will 
then  move  forward. 

The  position  at  Fishing  Creek  was  untenable,  on  account  of  three 
roads  flanking  us,  all  leading  to  the  different  ferries,  which  rendered  it 
impossible  for  me  to  distribute  my  few  men  with  any  hope  of  success. 

The  movement  of  last  night  was  not  known  to  the  enemy  until  this 
morning. 

The  enemy  had  3,000  encamped  about  3 miles  west  of  us,  and,  as  I 
learned  from  scouts,  they  were  still  crossing  and  moving  down  the  river 
banks,  where  they  drove  in  our  pickets  and  took  possession  of  the  fer- 
ries at  Hudson’s  and  also  the  one  at  Patterson’s,  both  of  which  have 
roads  leading  to  the  main  road,  about  one  mile  in  my  rear,  which  has  no 
place  for  artillery  to  operate  effectively. 

1 could  have  held  a position  where  the  enemy  is  encamped,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  unpardonable  disobedience  of  Captain  Dillion  to  occupy  the 
])oint  opposite  Mill  Springs,  when  I positively  ordered  him  to  do  so.  I 
have  ordered  him  to  report  himself  to  me,  when  I shall  order  him  in 
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arrest  and  send  liim  to  Lebanon,  hoping  that  something  may  be  done 
to  preY  ent  such  flagrant  disobedience  in  the  future. 

Our  pickets  were  firing  until  late  in  the  night,  but  without  any  dam- 
age to  us,  our  men  reporting  to  have  killed  a few  of  the  enemy. 

Day  before  yesterday  a messenger  from  you  reported  to  me  that  he 
had  lost  the  dispatch  you  sent  by  him,  and  yesterday  a gentleman  found 
one  on  the  road,  directed  to  me,  containing  invoices  from  the  quarter- 
master, which  was  also  sent  by  a messenger.  The  messenger  I sent  you 
day  before  yesterday  has  also  lost  my  dispatch  to  you.  All  of  these  men 
belong  to  WoifoicFs  cavalry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHOEPF, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Cairo,  III.,  December  6,  18G1. 

Major-General  Halleck: 

Telegraphed  to  General  McClellan  that  there  are  twelve  gunboats,  of 
which  three  are  in  commission  and  nine  in  the  contractors’  hands.  Three 
of  the  latter  have  guns  on  board  and  are  kept  ready  for  defense  here. 
If  the  contractors  hand  over  three  of  the  latter  boats  by  the  18th  instant 
I will  have  all  of  them  ready* for  active  service  in  ten  days,  provided  the 
Department me  additional  1,100  men  required  to  man  them. 

There  is  less  prospect  of  an  attack  from  Columbus  than  I expected 
when  in  Saint  Louis ; still  we  have  two  gunboats  lying  off  Fort  Holt 
ready  for  defense,  also  the  gunboat  Saint  Louis,  yet  in  the  contractors’ 
hands  j has  her  armament  on  board  and  is  ready  for  defense.  I am 
still  very  much  embarrassed  in  getting  the  boats  ready  for  want  of  pos- 
session of  the  wharf-boats.  The  last  two  gunboats  from  Saint  Louis  not 
yet  received. 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 

Flag-Officer. 


December  G,  18G1. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Army^  Washington^  D.  G.  : 

Efforts  are  made  to  secure  ai)pointment  of  certain  brigadiers  for  Ken- 
tucky. I would  advise  you  to  receive  them  with  great  caution.  We 
have  enough  very  poor  ones  already.  Zollicoffer,  as  I expected,  is  mak- 
ing demonstrations  to  stop  our  blockade  of  the  coal  trade  on  the  Cum- 
berland ; has  opened  with  his  artillery  from  the  other  side  on  the  small 
cam])  near  Somerset.  He  will  do  no  great  harm.  I am  throwing  up  a 
small  field  work  there,  which  will  command  the  river  and  make  a lew 
companies  secure.  Ko  other  news. 

Have  you  received  my  two  last  letters  ? 

D.  C.  BUELL, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Lebanon,  Ky.,  December  G,  1861. 
Brigadier-General  Buell,  Louisville^  Ky. : 

I have  just  received  a dispatch  from  General  Schoepf.  He  reports  the 
enemy  crossing  the  Cumberland  G miles  below  Somerset.  He  has  with 
him  one  battery  of  'artillery,  the  Seventeenth  and  Thirty-eighth  Ohio, 
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aud  Hoskins’  regiment ; has  ordered  to  his  relief  the  two  Tennessee  regi- 
ments from  London  and  the  Thirty-third  Indiana,  and  I have  ordered 
there  three  days  since  the  Thirty-first  and  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  and  Hew- 
ett’s  battery  of  artillery.  Shall  I go  forward  with  any  of  my  regiments 
here 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier- General^  U.  8.  Volunteers, 


Headquarters,  December  6,  1861. 

General  Thomas  : 

Telegraph  General  Schoepf’s  letter.  Does  he  ask  for  re-enforcements  ? 
Can  the  troops  at  London  go  directly  to  Somerset  % 

D.  C.  BUELL. 


[December  6,  1861.] 


General  Buell,  Headquarters : 

The  troops  at  London  can  go  directly  to  Somerset,  as  I am  informed. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier- General^  TJ,  8.  Volunteers. 


Headquarters, 

Louisville^  Ky.^  December  6,  1861. 
(Received,  Lebanon  December  6,  1861.) 

General  Thomas  : 

Send  no  more  re-enforcements  to  General  Schoepf  until  you  report  to 
me  ; his  force  was  sufficient  at  first. 

Order  General  Boyle  to  proceed  to  Columbia  to-morrow  and  keep  his 
scouts  well  out  towards  the  Cumberland.  Caution  all  officers  to  ascer- 
tain and  report  facts,  not  merely  forward  rumors.  See  that  no  more 
troops  march  without  ammunition. 

Direct  General  Schoepf  to  arrest  and  forward  charges  against  Captain 
Dillion.* 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  East  Tennessee  Brigade, 

Camp  Calvert j Ky.^  December  6,  1861. 

(Received  December  9,  1861.) 

Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding.,  &c.,  Lebanon : 

General  : The  orders  received  last  night  from  departmental  head- 
quarters require  me  to  remain  in  front  of  Cumberland  Ga^,  for  the  pur- 
pose, in  part,  of  keeping  out  marauders  and  protecting  the  loyal  citizens. 

This  morning,  having  learned  that  Barboursville  was  threatened  by 
a small  force,  I ordered  the  Third  Kentucky  Regiment  to  march  to  its 
protection.  Colonel  Garrard  was  directed  to  employ  some  mounted 
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men  for  scouts  and  pickets  to  be  used  in  the  direction  of  Cumberland 
Ford. 

But  for  the  orders  received  from  Louisville  the  First  East  Tennessee 
Eegiment  would  have  moved  this  morning  towards  Somerset  and  the 
Second  East  Tennessee  and  Third  Kentucky  would  have  followed  in  the 
morning.  I received  about  noon  a dispatch  from  Brigadier-General 
Schoepf,  requiring  me  to  join  him  as  soon  as  possible.  If  1 had  no  con- 
hicting  orders  from  you  I should  have  gone  willingly,  but  did  not  think 
myself  at  liberty  to  do  so  under  the  circumstances,  but  wrote  him  that 
if  he  still  desired  me  to  join  him  after  knowing  what  my  orders  were 
from  headquarters,  I should  of  course  go. 

I heard  to-day,  upon  what  is  represented  to  me  as  perfectly  reliable 
authority,  that  three  rebel  regiments  reached  Cumberland  Gap  on  the 
4th  instant.  Hampton’s  Legion  arrived  there  on  the  3d,  with  a large 
amount  of  ammunition. 

At  Morristown,  Jefferson  County,  East  Tennessee,  report  says  there 
were  live  regiments,  whose  destination  is  Kentucky,  via  the  Gap. 

The  rebel  general  Crittenden  had  been  at  the  Gap,  but  left  to  bring 
up  his  brigade.  I fear  that  we  cannot  do  a great  deal  towards  resisting 
the  force  the  enemy  is  accumulating  at  and  about  the  Gap. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  CAETEE, 

Acting  Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Bast  Tennessee  Brigade. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  First  Hiv.,  I)ept.  of  the  Ohio, 

Ko.  39.  / Lebanon.  December  6,  1861. 

I.  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  Ko.  19,  from  department  head- 
quarters, Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas  assumes  command  of  the  First 
Division,  Department  of  the  Ohio,  organized  as  follows : 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Schoepf,  commanding. 
33d  Indiana  Regiment  Volunteers,  Col. 
John  Coburn. 

17tli  Ohio  Regiment  Volunteers,  Col.  J. 
M.  Connell. 

l‘2th  Kentucky  Regiment  Volunteers,  Col. 
W.  A.  Hoskins. 

38th  Ohio  Regiment  Volunteers,  Col.  E. 
D.  Bradley. 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  M.  D.  Mansoist,  commanding. 

4th  Kentucky  Regiment  Volunteers,  Col. 
S.  S.  Fry* 

14th  Ohio  Regiment  Volunteers,  Col.  J.  B. 
Stecdman. 

10th  Indiana  Regiment  Volunteers,  Col. 
M.  D.  Manson. 

10th  Kentucky  Regiment  Volunteers,  Col. 
J.  M.  Harlan. 

Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Robt.  L.  McCook,  commanding. 
18th  U.  S.  Infantry,  Colonel  Carrington. 
2d  Minnesota  Regiment  Volunteers,  Colo- 
nel Van  Cl  eve. 

35th  Ohio  Regiment  Volunteers,  Col.  F. 
Van  Derveer. 


9th  Ohio  Regiment  Volunteers,  Col.  R.  L. 
McCook. 

Twelfth  Brigade. 

Actg.  Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Carter,  command- 
ing. 

1st  East  Tennessee  Regiment  Volunteers, 
Col.  R.  K.  Byrd. 

2d  East  Tennessee  Regiment  Volunteers, 
Col.  J.  P.  T.  Carter. 

6th  Kentucky  Regiment  Volunteers,  Col. 
T.  3'.  Garrard. 

31st  Ohio  Regiment  Volunteers,  Col.  M.  B. 
Walker. 

[ Unattached.  ] 

1st  Regiment  Kentucky  Cavalry,  Col.  F. 
Wolford. 

Squadron  Indiana  Cavalry,  Captain  Gra- 
ham. 

Battery  B,  Ist  Ohio  Artillery,  Capt.  AV.  E. 
Stan  dart. 

Battery  C,  1st  Ohio  Artillery,  Capt.  D. 
Kenny. 

Battery  B,  Kentucky  Artillery,  Capt.  J. 
M.  Hewett. 

Maj.  W.  E.  Lawrence  commanding  artil- 
lery. 
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YU.  Until  fiirtlier  orders  the  First  Brigade  will  take  post  at  Somer- 
set, Ky.,  Second  and  Third  Brigades  at  Lebanon,  and  Twelfth  Brigade 
at  London. 

* * * * * * * 

XI.  Captains  Standards  and  HewetFs  batteries  of  artillery,  Major 
Lawrence  commanding,  and  the  First  Kentucky  Cavalry,  Col.^F.  Wol- 
ford commanding,  are  temporarily  assigned  to  duty  with  the  First 
Brigade,  and  will  report  to  Brigadier- General  Schoepf  for  duty  at  Som- 
erset, Ky. 

XII.  The  squadron  of  Indiana  cavalry.  Captain  Graham  commanding, 
and  Battery  C,  First  Ohio  Artillery,  will  report  for  duty'  at  division 
headquarters. 

By  order  of  General  Thomas : 

GEO.  E.  FLYXT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  D.  C.  Buell  : 


Washington,  December  7,  1861. 


We  have  just  had  interviews  witli  the  President  and  General  Mc- 
Clellan, and  find  they  concur  fully  with  us  in  respect  to  the  East  Ten- 
nessee expedition.  Our  people  are  oppressed  and  pursued  as  beasts  of 
the  forest.  The  Government  must  come  to  their  relief.  We  are  looking 
to  you  with  anxious  solicitude  to  move  in  that  direction. 

AXDEEW  JOHXSOX. 

HOEACE  MAYXAED. 


December  7,  1861. 

General  McCook,  Camp  Nevin : 

Send  forward  a brigade  and  a battery  to  Munfordville,  to  take  a good 
position  and  protect  the  bridge.  Move  your  division  up  to  Bacon  Creek, 
leaving  a small  guard  over  the  bridge  at  Xevin.  Keep  us  informed, 
and  be  ready  at  all  times  to  act  promptly. 


D.  C.  BUELL, 


Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Lebanon,  December  7,  1861. 

Brigadier-General  Buell  : 

General  Schoepf  reports  that  enemy  having  crossed  the  Cumberland 
as  near  as  he  could  learn  with  four  regiments  of  infantry,  two  regiments 
of  cavalry,  and  eight  pieces  of  artillery,  and  as  there  was  no  position 
near  the  river  that  could  be  held  by  his  small  force,  he  fell  back,  on  the 
night  of  the  5th,  about  3 miles  this  side  of  Somerset  to  a very  fine  posi- 
tion, commanding  the  Crab  Orchard  and  Stanford  road,  Avhere  he  would 
await  his  re  enforcements  and  then  move  forward.  Three  roads  flanlc- 
ing  his  position  on  Fishing  Creek  rendered  it  untenable.  The  enemy 
had  3,000  employed  about  3 miles  west  of  his  iiosition  on  Fishing  Creek, 
and  his  scouts  reported  them  still  crossing  and  moving  down  the  river, 
driving  in  his  pickets  and  taking  possession  of  the  ferries  at  Hudson’s 
and  Patterson’s,  from  which  roads  lead  to  the  main  road  1 mile  in  rear 
of  his  present  position. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier- General^  U.  8.  Army. 
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Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Lebanon^  Ky.,  December  7,  18G1. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Fry, 

Asst.  Arljt.  Gen.j  JJ.  S.  Army^  Dept.  Hdqrs. ^ Louisville,  Ky. : 

Captain  : The  present  state  of  affairs  in  the  vicinity  of  Somerset  I 
think  will  justify  me  in  sending  the  Twelfth  Brigade*  to  that  place,  with- 
out attracting  attention.  It  should  he  removed  from  London  on  account 
of  the  extreme  difficulty  in  hauling  subsistence  over  the  road  from  tliat 
place  to  Crab  Orchard,  and  being  at  Somerset  would  diminish  the  dis- 
tance and  labor  of  supplying  the  troops  in  advance  one-half. 

At  present  it  is  exceedingly  difficult,  with  the  limited  means  of  trans- 
portation we  have,  to  keep  the  troops  supplied.  If  the  general  approves, 
I will  direct  General  Carter  to  move  his  brigade  to  Somerset  and  con- 
centrate the  other  two  at  this  point. 

General  Carter  reports  having  in  his  camp  some  rebel  prisoners,  and 
Colonel  Wolford  has  sent  one  to  me.  Shall  I forward  them  to  Louis- 
ville ? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  8.  Volunteers, 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Lebanon,  Ky.,  December  7,  1861. 

Brigadier-General  Schoepf, 

Commanding,  Somerset: 

General  : The  Thirty-first  Ohio,  ordered  to  march  to  your  relief,  was 
stopped  by  order  of  General  Buell,  and  will  not  probably  march,  inas- 
much as  you  have  the  two  Tennessee  regiments.  W ith  your  present  force 
you  will  be  able  to  keep  the  enemy  in  check  until  General  BuelPs  plans 
are  more  fully  matured. 

In  the  mean  time  arrest  and  forward  charges  against  Captain  Dillion, 
and  [let]  your  information  in  regard  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy  be 
as  reliable  as  possible. 

Ammunition  for  the  Seventeenth  and  Thirty-eighth  Eegiments  will  be 
forwarded  to-day. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  G.  H.  Thomas : 

GEO.  E.  FLYNTT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters,  Somerset,  December  7,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Eastern  Division^: 

General:  In  my  communication  stating  that  I had  ordered  the 
Tennessee  regiments  to  re-enforce  me  I neglected  to  say  that  my  order 
also  stated  not  to  come  if  there  were  any  conflicting  orders  from  you. 

As  soon  as  I received  the  dispatch  saying  you  had  sent  no  re-enforce- 
ments I countermanded  my  previous  order  to  the  Tennessee  regiments. 

Having  no  reliable  cavalrymen  to  carry  my  dispatches  I must  have 
recourse  to  the  mail,  as  it  is  more  certain. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHOEPF, 

Brigadier- General, 

*See  Buell  to  Thomas,  December  9,  p.  485. 
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Headquaetees  Disteict  Southeast  Missouei, 

CairOj  December  8,  1861. 

Capt.  J.  C.  Kelton, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  Dept,  of  the  Missouri  Saint  LouiSj  Mo  : 
Captain  : I have  just  got  in  a man  who  spent  yesterday  in  Columbus. 
He  reports  the  enemy  strongly  fortified  there,  with  fifty-four  pieces  of 
heavy  ordnance — less  than  I have  understood  heretofore  they  had.  In 
addiiion  to  this  they  have  ten  batteries  of  light  artillery,  with  forty- 
seven  regiments  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  all  armed.  There  is  not  the 
slightest  intention  of  attacking  Cairo,'  but  the  strongest  apprehension 
exists  that  Columbus  is  to  be  soon  attacked.  I believe  that  I have  full 
means  of  keeping  i)osted  as  to  what  is  going  on  south  of  this  point  and 
will  keep  you  fully  informed. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 


Louisville,  Ky.,  December  8,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  Geoege  B.  McClellan: 

My  Deae  Feiend:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  — -,  and  thank 
yon  very  cordially  for  it.  Such  encouragement  would  make  a good 
lieutenant  of  almost  any  man,  and  robs  him  of  all  claim  to  credit,  no 
matter  what  he  may  accomplish.  A good  programme  does  not  always 
result  to  our  entire  satisfaction,  but  I shall  work  very  hard  not  to  dis- 
appoint your  confidence  altogether. 

We  are  gradually  getting  into  position.  As  fast  as  the  troops  get 
their  outfit  they  are  moving  into  place,  and  in  a few  days  all  that  have 
arrived  will  have  gone.  The  quartermasters  department  does  not  quite 
work  up  to  my  exaction,  but  perhaps  I am  a little  unreasonable.  We 
are  greatly  in  want  of  staff  officers  and  brigadiers.  The  latter  I am 
loath  to  nominate  to  you  until  I know  the  men  better.  I have  been 
approached  in  behalf  of  some  who  I am  satisfied  are  unfit,  and  who 
I understand  are  now  being  urged  by  their  friends  for  appointments. 
I certainly  hope  they  will  have  to  wait  until  they  are  tried.  One  of 
them  is  Colonel  Burbridge,  a relative  of  Governor  Wright.  As  for 
staff  officers,  quartermasters,  &c.,  I have  proiiosed,  in  dispatches  to  the 
Adjutant  General,  either  that  some  shall  be  sent  out  speedily,  or  that 
I may  be  authorized  to  appoint,  subject  to  confirmation,  and  order  their 
pay  for  the  time  they  serve.  This  plan  seems  to  have  the  ad\^antage 
of  aff'ording  the  opportunity  of  dropping  those  who  do  not  turn  out 
well. 

The  Kentucky  troops,  which  have  heretofore  been  scattered  all  over 
the  State  in  innumerable  fragments,  are  gradually  getting  into  regi- 
mental organizations,  so  that  I can  do  something  with  them,  though 
only  a few  regiments  will  probably  be  in  a condition  to  advance. 
They  will  not  be  useless,  however. 

I suffer  annoyance  yet  from  the  officiousness  of  Governors.  They 
send  their  staff  officers  "to  look  after  the  interest  of  their  troops,  exchange 
their  arras  without  my  knowledge,  and  keep  up  a communication  in 
other  matters  which  they  have  no  business  with.  I stop  these  things 
when  they  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  after  a while  will  be  able  to  cor- 
rect them  entirely. 
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The  return  whicli  I sent  you  yesterday,  imperfect  as  it  is,  will  show 
you  something  of  us  on  paper.  I look  upon  it  as  something  of  a suc- 
cess to  have  been  able  to  show  anything  at  all  j but  you  will  see  that 
Ave  have  not  attained  yet  to  the  first  indication  of  efSciency — regularity 
and  accuracy  in  returns.  We  will  be  more  satisfactory  in  a few  days. 

We  are  beginning  to  be  a little  animated.  The  other  night  a party 
of  the  enemy  came  within  some  10  miles  of  us  and  burned  a small  bridge 
over  Bacon  Creek,  which  will  be  repaired  in  three  or  four  days,  and  I 
discovered  that  they  designed  to  destroy  the  piers  of  the  Green  Eiver 
Bridge,  the  rebuilding  of  which  is  to  be  commenced  in  a few  days.  That 
would  have  embarrassed  my  prospective  movements,  and  so  I have  had 
to  put  aside  the  inertion  which  I was  anxious  to  pursue  for  the  present. 
I have  moved  McCook^s  division  forward  to  Bacon  Creek,  with  a brigade 
in  advance  at  Munfordville.  This  will  stir  our  neighbors  up  a little, 
but  it  cannot  be  helped. 

Then,  again,  Zollicoffer’s  force  has  crossed  near  Somerset,  it  is  said, 
with  six  regiments  and  eight  guns.  I content  myself  with  sending  suffi- 
cient re-enforcements  under  Schoepf  to  check  him.  I do  not  mean  to  be 
diverted  more  than  is  absolutely  necessary  from  what  I regard  as  of  the 
first  importance — the  organization  of  my  forces,  now  little  better  than 
a mob.  I could  fritter  the  whole  of  it  away  in  a month  by  pursuing 
these  roving  bugbears. 

I had  a remarkable  example  of  impudence  in  my  neighbor  Buckner 
last  night.  It  was  a request  that  his  wife,  two  other  ladies,  a Con- 
federate Army  surgeon,  and  the  corpse  of  his  child  might  be  allowed  to 
pass  to  Louisville.  I directed  McCook  to  decline  his  request  courte- 
ously, and  courteously  conduct  his  messenger  to  the  other  side  of  Green 
Eiver  before  daylight. 

Cannot  you  do  something  for  Fry*?  I shall  write  again  very  soon.  I 
hear  nothing  of  the  Eandall  companies. 

Truly,  yours, 

D.  C.  BUELL. 


December,  8, 1861. 

Hon.  Mr.  Maynard  and  Governor  Johnson,  of  Tennessee, 

Washington : 

I have  received  your  dispatch.*  I assure  you  I recognize  no  more 
imperative  duty  and  crave  no  higher  honor  than  that  of  rescuing  our 
loyal  friends  in  Tennessee,  whose  sufferings  and  heroism  I think  1 can 
appreciate. 

1 have  seen  Colonel  Carter,  and  hope  he  is  satisfied  of  this. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 


December  8,  1861. 

General  Thomas,  Lebanon: 

What  troops  are  probably  with  Schoepf  now?  What  others  are  on 
the  way?  Are  the  Thirty  first  Ohio  and  the  Tennessee  [regiments] 
moving?  Have  you  further  news  from  Schoepf? 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Of  November  7,  p.  480. 
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Lebanon,  December  8, 18G1. 

Brigadier- General  Buell: 

The  two  Tennessee  [regiments],  armed  with  muskets ; the  Seventeenth 
and  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  Eegiments,  Thirty-third  Indiana,  armed  with 
rifle  muskets,  and  the  Thirty-lifth  Ohio,  and  Hoskins’  regiment  are  with 
Schoepf  by  this  time  or  should  be.  He  has  also  Standart’s  Ohio  and 
two  sections  of  Hewett’s  Kentucky  artillery,  and  some  of  Wolford’s 
cavalry.  The  Thirty-first  Ohio  has  not  moved  since  your  order  to  rema  in 
at  Dick  Eobinson.  .It  is  armed  with  the  rifle  musket,  caliber  .58.  This 
is  well  supplied  with  ammunition. 

Have  not  heard  from  Schoepf  since  last  night.  A telegraph  to  Colo- 
nel Walker  from  you  would  reach  him  in  three  hours  from  Kicholasviile. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier- General^  U.  S.  Vols. 


Headquarters,  Louisvillej  December  8,  1861. 

(Eeceived  Lebanon,  December  8,  1861.) 

General  Thomas: 

The  afiairs  at  Somerset  are  annoying,  but  I do  not  intend  to  be  diverted 
more  than  necessary  from  more  important  purposes.  I [suppose]  Schoej)f 
will  be  able  to  drive  the  enemy  across  the  river  again. 

Keep  an  eye  on  Columbia,  and  be  prepared  to  push  a brigade  or  two 
rapidly  to  that  point.  • 

Organize  and  equip  your  brigades  as  rapidly  as  possible.  See  that 
they  have  ammunition. 

D.  0.  BUELL, 
Brigadier-  General. 


-Washington,  December  8,  1861. 

General  George  H.  Thomas: 

General:  I have  your  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo.*  The  same  mail 
brought  other  letters,  giving  me  sad  accounts  of  that  horrible  night 
march  from  London. 

You  are  still  farther  from  East  Tennessee  than  when  I left  you  nearly 
six  weeks  ago.  There  is  shameful  wrong  somewhere  j I have  not  yet 
satisfied  myself  where.  That  movement  so  far  has  been  disgraceful  to 
the  country  and  to  all  concerned.  I feel  a sense  of  personal  degradation 
from  my  own  connection  with  it  greater  than  from  any  other  part  of  my 
public  actions.  My  heart  bleeds  for  these  Tennessee  troops.  I learn 
they  have  not  yet  been  paid,  and  are  left  without  either  cavalry  or  artil- 
lery at  London,  and  not  permitted  to  do  what  is  their  daily  longing — go 
to  the  relief  of  their  friends  at  home.  With  Kelson  and  the  measles 
and  blue-grass  and  nakedness  and  hunger  and  poverty  and  home-sick- 
ness, the  poor  fellows  have  had  a bitter  experience  since  they  left  their 
homes  to  serve  a Government  which  as  yet  has  hardly  given  them  a 
word  of  kindly  recognition.  The  soldiers  of  all  the  other  States  have 
a home  government  to  look  after  them.  These  have  not,  and  but  for 
Carter,  who  has  been  like  a father  to  them,  they  would  have  suffered 
still  more  severely.  That  they  at  times  get  discouraged  and  out  of 
heart  I do  not  wonder.  My  assurances  to  them  have  failed  so  often, 
that  I should  be  ashamed  to  look  them  in  the  face. 


Not  found. 
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I have  not  seen  the  newspaper  strictures  you  refer  to ; but  I can  easily 
understand  their  character.  Before  I left  the  West  I saw  articles  in 
the  Cincinnati  papers  of  a most  mischievous  character  and  tendency, 
and  I thought  I had  arranged  to  have  the  writers  hunted  out  and 
whipped;  but  I suppose  it  was  not  done.  I mentioned  the  matter  to 
General  McClellan  one  day.  Said  he,  ^^Why  does  he  not  expel  them 
from  his  camps'?”  A professed  newspaper  correspondent  is  a public 
nuisance  and  should  be  abated  accordingly. 

J cannot  approve  your  determination  simply  to  ‘^obey  orders.”  The 
country  has  conferred  upon  you  high  rank  in  her  armies,  and  she  has  a 
right  to  expect  that  you  will  bring  all  your  abilities  to  her  aid  in  sus- 
taining her  flag.  You  do  wrong  in  allowing  personal  indignities,  come 
from  what  quarter  they  may,  to  diminish  your  activity  in  her  service. 

With  renewed  assurance  of  confidence  and  sympathy,  I am,  very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOEACE  MAY^TAED. 


Louisville,  Kt.,  December  9,  1861. 
(Eeceived  Washington,  December  9,  1861.) 
Maj.  Gen.  Geoe&e  B.  McClellan: 

I wrote  you  last  night;  received  your  two  letters  to-day.  Will  write 
again  to-night. 

Our  ill-timed  friends  have  destroyed  the  railroad  bridge  over  the 
Whippoorwill,  near  Eussellville.  I tried  to  stop  it,  but  wms  too  late. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 
Brigadier-  General, 


Headquaetees,  Louisville^  December  9,  1861. 

General  Thomas  : 

Will  determine  in  regard  to  the  movement  of  the  Twelfth  Brigade, 
which  you  suggest,  when  I hear  whether  the  Tennessee  regiments  moved 
on  Schoepf’s  call.  Have  you  heard  whether  they  did*?  What  news 
from  him'? 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General j Commanding, 


Louisa,  Ky.,  via  Maysville,  December  9,  1861. 
General  Buell,  Commanding : 

I have  reliable  information  that  the  secessionists  are  4,000  strong  in 
Prestonburg,  Ky.,  with  a re-enforcement  near  at  hand  of  2,000,  and 
six  pieces  of  artillery;  Jenkins^  1,200  cavalry  composing  apart. 

In  haste,  yours, 

L.  T.  MOOEE. 


Headquaetees  Twelfth  Beioade, 

Somerset,  Ky.,  December  9,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Geoege  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Eastern  Division,  Lebanon: 

Geneeal:  We  arrived  here  this  afternoon.  On  the  forenoon  of  the 
7th  instant  I received  a dispatch  from  Brigadier-General  Schoepf,  tel  ling 
me  he  had  fallen  back  3 miles  from  Somerset,  and  requiring  me  to  join 
him  ^‘instantly.” 
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I broke  up  camp  at  once  and  started  the  First  and  Second  East  Ten- 
nessee Eegiments.  A messenger  was  sent  to  overtake  Colonel  Garrard, 
with  orders  for  him  to  return,  bring  forward  the  remaining  public  stores, 
and  join  me  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

This  morning,  when  12  miles  from  this  place,  I received  another  dis- 
patch from  Brigadier-General  Schoepf,  to  the  effect 'that  Colonel  Garrard 
was  to  remain  at  either  London  or  Pittman^s.  In  compliance  with  it  I 
forwarded  orders  to  Colonel  Garrard,  requiring  him  to  remain  at  one  of 
those  places. 

My  brigade  is  temporarily  broken  up,  and  I should  like,  if  cousistent 
with  the  exigencies  of  the  service,  to  have  it  brought  together  as  soon 
as  possible. 

From  the  best  information  I have  liad  our  position  is  rather  a critical 
one ; the  force  of  the  enemy — even  at  the  lowest  estimate — is  nearly 
double  ours,  and  they  are  but  some  7 miles  off.  We  certainly  need  re-en- 
forcements, and  I hope  they  will  be  sent  forward  before  we  are  attacked 
b3*  such  unequal  odds. 

The  road  between  this  and  London  is  passable  by  wagons.  There  is 
much  delay  at  the  river  and  some  very  steep  and  rough  hills;  still  they 
can  be  passed  with  moderate  loads.  Artillery  would  have  some  trouble 
in  overcoming  some  of  the  hills. 

There  is  another  road  called  the  Old  Eoad,  which  is  some  6 miles 
nearer — 37  miles — than  the  one  via  Sublimity,  but  is  rough,  although, 
from  all  I have  been  able  to  learn,  the  hills  are  not  so  steep. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  CAETER, 

Acting  Brigadier- Gemeral^  Commanding  Twelfth  Brigade, 


Somerset,  Ky.,  December  9,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Eastern  Division^  Kentuchy  : 

General  : Yours  of  the  7th  is  at  hand.  In  a hasty  note  of  the  8th 
I stated  to  you  the  state  of  affairs  about  Somerset.  I have  little  to  com- 
municate in  addition  to  what  I then  wrote,  viz,  that  the  enemy  is  on 
this  side  of  the  river  and  within  7 miles  of  us.  His  force,  from  the  most 
reliable  information,  consists  of  nine  regiments  of  infantry,  3,500  cavalry, 
and  twelve  pieces  of  artillery. 

My  force,  including  the  Tennesseeans,  just  arrived,  will  not  amount 
to  more  than  5,000.  I have  no  cavalry  that  can  be  relied  on.  I have 
ten  pieces  of  artillery. 

My  command  is  necessarily  scattered,  having  several  points  to  defend, 
it  being  uncertain  by  whhih  of  the  several  approaches  to  the  village  the 
enemy  will  make  his  appearance. 

From  the  above  you  must  see  the  necessity  of  my  being  immediately 
re-enforced.  My  communications  for  the  last  seven  or  eight  days  have, 
I think,  fully  shown  this  necessity. 

I shall  meet  the  enemy,  be  the  result  what  it  may. 

I have  ordered  Captain  Dillion  to  report  to  your  headquarters  in  arrest. 
Charges  will  be  forwarded  per  next  mail. 

We  received  about  two  days’  supply  of  provisions  from  Lebanon  to- 
day. We  were  entirely  out. 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHOEPF, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  First  Brigade, 
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Lebanon,  Ky.,  December  9,  1801. 

Brigadier-General  Buell: 

Have  not  beard  from  General  Schoepf  since  bis  fall-back,  except  that 
be  bad  (jountermanded  tbe  order  for  tbe  movement  of  tbe  Tennessee 
regiments.  He  bas  no  confidence  in  bis  cavalrj^,  and  sent  bis  dispatch 
by  mail. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Headquarters  Eleventh  Brigade, 

Columbia,  Ky.,  December  9,  1861. 

General  George  H.  Thomas: 

Hear  Sir  : I learn  from  Judge  Green,  of  Eussell,  a most  reliable  citi- 
zen and  truly  loyal,  that  tbe  rebels  under  Generals  Zollicofier  and  Cul- 
lom,  after  crossing  tbe  Cumberland,  have  sent  part  of  tbeir  forces  on 
this  side  tbe  river,  in  direction  of  tbis  place.  He  believes  it  is  tbe  pur- 
pose of  tbe  euemy  to  move  on  tbis  point.  I bardly  tbink  they  will  ven- 
ture by  tbe  Somerset  and  Columbia  road  to  tbis  place.  I have  thrown 
out  scouts  on  that  road  and  to  two  other  points  on  tbe  Cumberland. 

General  Cullom — Bill  Cullom — former  Clerk  of  Congress — -joined  Zol- 
licoffer  last  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  with  4,000  men.  Tbis  is  reliable; 
I have  it  unmistakably.  Mr.  Bufus  Ingram,  brotber-in-law  of  Cullom, 
informs  me  of  tbe  certainty  of  it.  He  says  they  have  11,000  men, 
pretty  well  armed,  with  eight  or  twelve  guns.  Zollicoffer  bas  united 
with  bis  forces  those  of  General  Cullom  and  Colonel  Stanton. 

You  cannot  drive  him  back  with  less  than  10,000  troops.  If  you  do 
not  prepare  to  do  tbis,  tbe  enemy  will  be  in  tbe  center  of  tbe  State. 

Bespectfully,  J.  T.  BOYLE. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  December  10,  1801. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Army: 

My  Hear  Friend  : As  I informed  you  by  telegraph , I received  your 
letters  of  tbe  3d  and  5th.  I have  by  no  means  been  unmindful  of  your 
wishes  in  regard  to  East  Tennessee,  and  I tbink  I can  both  appreciate 
and  unite  in  your  sympathy  for  a peoi^le  who  have  shown  so  much  con- 
stancy. That  constancy  will  still  sustain  them  until  tbe  hour  of  deliver- 
ance. I have  no  fear  of  tbeir  being  crushed.  Tbe  allegiance  of  such 
l^eople  to  bated  rulers,  even  if  it  could  be  enforced  for  tbe  moment,  will 
only  make  them  the  more  determined  and  read3^  to  resist  when  the  hour 
of  rescue  comes. 

Tbe  organization  of  tbe  division  at  Lebanon  has  been  with  special 
reference  to  tbe  object  which  you  have  so  much  at  heart,  tbougb  fortu- 
natrly  it  is  one  v/bicb  suits  any  contingencies  that  can  arise.  1 shall 
hasten  its  preparation  with  all  tbe  energy  and  industry  I can  bring  to 
bear.  Tbe  jdaus  which  I have  in  view  embrace  that  fully;  but  tbe 
details  and  the  final  determination,  while  there  is  yet  time  to  watch  tbe 
l^rogress  of  circumstances  which  might  afl'ect  our  plans  vitally,  I tbink 
I should  la(ik  that  ordinary  discretion  by  which  1 liojie  to  retain  your 
confidence  if  1 did  not  reserve.  When  tbe  preparation  of  that  division 
is  compbite,  which  I hope  will  be  very  soon,  if  I then  see  reasons  why 
it  should  be  merged  into  tbe  general  line  of  operations  I will  give  you 
tbe  reasons,  and  you  shall  be  the  judge  of  them;  and  if  you  do  not  see 
force  in  them,  I assure  you  I will  i)ursue  your  views  with  as  much  zeal 
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and  hopefulness,  and  perhaps  more  energy,  than  if  I entirely  concurred 
in  them.  You  do  not  know  me  well  yet  if  yon  think  I cannot  do  this. 

And  now  for  the  other  side  of  the  field:  I feel  more  anxiety  about  it 
than  any  other,  because  I have  less  control  over  the  means  that  ought 
to  bear  on  it,  and  have  less  knowledge  of  their  details  if  I had  the  con- 
trol. I do  not  know  well— scarcely  at  all — the  description  and  capacity 
of  the  gunboats  and  transports  that  are  to  be  used,  and  I do  not  know 
anything  about  the  quality  of  the  troops  and  officers.  I have  not  seen 
Smith  for  seven  years,  and  am  afraid  to  judge  him.  I have  never  rated 
him  as  highly  as  some  men.  The  expedition  requires  nothing  more,  as 
matters  now  stand,  than  ordinary  nerve  and  good  judgment  and  ability 
to  command  men.  The  troops  ought  of  course  to  be  the  best  we  can 
command.  The  object  is  not  to  fight  great  battles  and  storm  impreg- 
nable fortifications,  but  by  demonstrations  and  maneuvering  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  concentrating  his  scattered  forces.  In  doing  this  it 
must  be  expected  there  will  be  some  fighting;  it  may  be  pretty  good 
fighting.  I suppose  that  10,000  men,  with  two  batteries,  would  not  be 
too  great  an  estimate  for  each  of  the  rivers,  if  the  enemy  should  do  all 
that  he  probably  can  do.  The  precise  manner  of  conducting  the  expedi- 
tions depends  so  much  on  local  knowledge  that  I can  hardly  venture  on 
its  details ; but  at  least  the  expeditions  should  go  as  rapidly  as  possible 
to  the  nearest  point  to  where  the  road  crosses  the  peninsula;  that  is,  to 
Dover  and  Fort  Henry.  And  the  first  thing  there  to  be  done  is  to  destroy 
the  bridges  and  ferries;  then  act  momentarily  on  the  defensive,  unless 
the  weakness  of  the  enemy  or  a trepidation  in  his  force  should  give  a 
good  opportunity  to  attack.  I think  the  first  serious  opposition  will  be 
found  at  Fort  Henry  and  at  an  island  battery  4 or  5 miles  below  Dover, 
but  my  information  is  not  very  complete  as  to  the  strength  of  these 
works.  It  would  probably  be  necessary  to  stop  there.  Fort  Henry  is 
said  by  civilians  to  be  strong.  I cannot  learn  yet  the  number  of  guns. 

There  have  been  some  7,000  troops  there.  We  will  probably  find 
that  number  there.  It  is  about  G miles  below  the  railroad  bridge.  I 
should  not  expect  to  meet  any  considerable  force  at  Dover,  but  perhaps 
7,000  or  8,000  at  Clarksville,  where  they  are  fortifying.  If  they  succeed 
in  getting  out  of  Bowling  Green,  which  I believe  they  will  try  to  do  as 
soon  as  they  see  us  advancing  unless  their  force  and  armament  are 
increased,  of  course  the  number  at  Clarksville  may  be  expected  to  be 
greater. 

The  demonstration  on  Columbus  and  the  Mississippi  should  at  least 
be  on  such  a scale  that  it  can  be  converted  into  a real  attack  if  they 
destroy  anything ; better  still  if  it  can  attack  in  any  event. 

You  must  be  patient  if  you  find  my  letter  vague  and  unsatisfactory. 
I have  had  to  satisfy  a deputation,  acting  under  a joint  resolution  of 
the  Legislature,  that  it  was  hardl3^  necessary  or  expedient  at  this  time 
to  appoint  a certain  person  provost-marshal,  with  all  proper  power, 
and  giving  to  him  such  military  force  as  he  may  deem  essential  for  a 
2)rompt  and  i^rojjer  enforcement  and  execution  of  the  laws  and  a sup- 
pression of  all  lawless  and  marauding  excursions  into  Northeastern  Ken- 
tuck3^’^  I believe  I succeeded  pretty  well,  and  perhaps  after  that  I 
ought  not  to  have  attempted  a coherent  letter.  Your  own  judgment 
will  satisfy  its  deficiencies.  Please  have  Kosecrans  take  care  of  his 
revolted  subjects  along  the  Big  Sand3\  We  are  established  at  Muu- 
fordville. 

Truly,  yours,  D.  C.  BUEIiL. 

P.  S. — It  will  seem  rather  wordy  for  me  to  say  that  early  action  is  of 
the  greatest  importance  when  I am  myself  unable  to  appoint  a day ; 
but  not  a day  should  be  lost. 
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Louisville,  December  10,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

I have  not  overlooked  Prestouburg,  but  their  tardiness  in  organizing 
has  prevented  me  from  using  readily  the  only  troops  I have  available 
for  that  service.  One  regiment,  Colonel  Moore/s  Kentucky,  has  already 
been  ordered  there;  is  indeed  now  at  Louisa,  beiug  mustered  in.  I slmll 
send  another  infantry  regiment  and  two  or  three  squadrons  of  cavalry, 
that  will  make  a force  fully  equal  to  the  demand  of  the  people  interested 
in  that  section. 

D.  C.  BUELL. 

Brigadi  er- General. 


[December  10,  1861. — From  McClellan  to  Halleck,  in  relation  to 
affairs  in  Missouri  and  contemplated  co-operation  with  Buell,  see  Series 
I,  Voi.  viir.] 


Headquarters,  December  10,  1861, 
(Eeceived  Lebanon,  December  10,  1861.) 

General  Thomas: 

Order  five  companies  of  Wolford’s  cavalry  to  march  forthwith  to  Pres- 
touburg  or  Piketon,  moving  by  way  of  Danville,  Lexington,  and  Mount 
Sterling,  the  lieutenant- colonel  to  command. 

Take  the  companies  from  Campbellsville  or  Columbia,  as  you  think 
best. 

By  command: 

JAMES  B.  FEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Chief  of  Staff, 


Hdqrs.  Eleventh  Brigade,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Columbia^  Ky.^  Deceynber  10,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Headquarters,  Lebanon,  Ky. : 

Sir  : My  scouts  sent  out  yesterday  at  noon,  under  Captain  Owens,  of 
Colonel  Wolford’s  cavalry,  have  just  returned,  and  report  the  enemy 
across  the  Cumberland  on  this  side.  The  scouts  approached  within  6 
miles  of  the  enemy’s  camp.  Their  camx)  is  31  miles  of  this  place,  near 
the  Columbia  and  Somerset  road. 

Captain  Owens  is  a native  of  Pulaski  County,  and  is  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  country  and  distances  and  with  all  the  people. 
He  learned  from  a trustworthy  Union  citizen  in  the  vicinity  of  their 
camp  that  most  if  not  all  of  their  forces  had  crossed  the  Cumberland. 
They  claimed  to  have  others  yet  to  cross.  They  claimed  to  have  30,000 
men.  Captain  Owens  believes  they  have  from  10,000  to  12,000  men. 
They  effected  the  crossing  by  an  extensive  raft  of  logs. 

The  rebels  beat  up  for  recruits  in  Wayne  County  last  week  and  enlisted 
over  200  men.  Their  forces  are  increasing  from  recruits  of  rebels  in  Ken- 
tucky and  new  forces  from  Tennessee. 

The  enemy  are  between  General  Schoepf  and  the  forces  here.  It  is 
believed  and  understood  to  be  their  purpose  to  hold  with  part  of  their 
force  the  forces  of  General  Schoepf  in  check,  and  with  the  greater  por- 
tion of  their  army  move  on  Columbia,  and,  cutting  us  off*,  join  Buckner’s 
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forces  or  hold  this  section,  and  prevent  a flank  movement  on  Bowling 
Green. 

VVonld  it  not  be  well  to  increase  the  force  here,  and  throw  sufhcient 
numbers  here  to  protect  the  sick  and  stores,  and  move  on  the  enemy 
by  the  road  to  Somerset,  General  Schoepf  making  a simultaneous  move- 
ment upon  them  from  the  other  side?  I notify  you  now  that  the  enemy 
is  in  force  on  this  side  the  Cumberland,  and  will  most  probably  move  in 
this  direction. 

The  forces  here  are  greatly  disabled  by  sickness.  The  morning  report 
showed  over  1,000  sick  and  absent,  and  the  strength  of  the  forces  here 
does  not  exceed  2,500  eflective  men  who  could  be  brought  into  action, 
exclusive  of  some  300  of  Wolford^s  cavalrj^  and  including  Haggard’s 
cavalry. 

The  forces  here  cannot  fall  back  with  all  their  sick  and  stores.  Three 
of  the  regiments  have  no  ambulances,  and  some  have  no  wagons,  and 
only  one,  the  Nineteenth  Ohio,  is  supplied  fully  with  transportation. 
The  sick  and  the  stores  here  must  be  protected. 

Concentrate  your  forces  here  and  with  General  Schoepf  and  move 
them  simultaneously  upon  the  enemy,  and  you  will  effectually  cut  him 
off.  If  this  is  done,  it  must  be  done  immediately.  I shall  expect  forces 
to  defend  this  place  and  move  on  the  enemy.  If  you  have  a brigadier- 
general  of  experience,  you  can  place  the  forces  under  his  command,  or 
I will  lead  them  with  such  ability  as  I possess. 

Let  me  hear  from  you. 

Bespcctfully,  &c., 

J.  T.  BOYLE, 

Brigadier-  General.  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Eleventh  Brigade,  U.  S.  Army, 

Columbia^  Ky.,  December  10,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  Lebanon.,  Ky.: 

Sir  : I inclose  you  letter  from  Mr.  George  Bryan,  clerk  of  Eussell 
County,  Kentucky,  a man  well  known  to  me  to  be  honest,  true,  and 
trustworthy.  His  information  confirms  and  is  corroborated  by  report 
of  my  scouts,  except  as  to  the  number  of  the  enemy’s  force. 

A captain  of  Tennessee  militia,  who  was  notified  to  draft  one-half  his 
command  and  report  to  headquarters  at  Monroe,  Overton  County,  Ten- 
nessee, reported  here  with  44  of  his  men.  He  expects  160  more  en  route 
for  these  headquarters. 

The  enemy  are  drafting  the  loyal  citizens  of  Clinton  and  Wayne. 
Probably  the  200  recruits  reported  as  obtained  in  Wayne  were  drafted 
and  impressed. 

Eespectfully,  &c., 

J.  T.  BOYLE, 

Acting  Brigadier-  General. 


[Inclosure.] 

Jamestown,  Ky.,  December  9,  1861. 
Col.  T.  E.  Bramlette,  Columbia^  Ky. : 

Dear  Colonel  : I have  the  following  facts  reliable,  viz : Zollicoffer’s 
forces  are  all  across  Cumberland  Eiver,  except  the  Mississippi  regiment 
and  about  300  men  under  Colonel  Mchea;  the  latter  are  camped  at 
Hiram  Hall’s,  in  Wayne.  The  Mississippi  regiments  are  camped  at  Mill 
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Springs.  There  are  about  5,000  across  in  camp  on  the  hill  opposite  Mill 
Springs. 

This  comes  from  a gentleman  just  in  from  Wayne,  who  lives  near  Hall’s. 
He  says  he  has  been  at  Mill  Springs  and  saw  all  that  he  reports,  and 
knows  that  it  is  true.  He  was  there  when  the  scouting  party  came  in 
that  had  the  brush  at  Eowena  on  Sunday  5 they  reported  one  of  their 
number  killed,  one  horse  wounded,  and  several  pistols  and  guns  lost, 
and  some  other  minor  injuries  received.  They  rear  and  curse  and  swear 
vengeance  against  Eowena. 

Yours,  &c.,  GEOEGE  BEYAK 

P.  S. — He  says  nine  regiments  have  gone  up  to  Mill  Springs  5 thinks 
there  are  about  G,5U0  or  7,000  in  all  Zollicoli'er’s  forces. 


Camp  Wood,  Bacon  Creelc,  Becemher  11,  18G1. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Fry, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Chief  of  Staff: 

I wish  authority  to  call  upon  Colonel  Turchin’s  force,  if  necessary. 
Seventy-five  rebel  cavalry  came  up  to  Woodson ville  at  5 a.  m.  this 
morning,  got  behind  a house,  aud  fired  a volley.  Our  pickets  returned 
it.  The  rebels  fled.  Hindman  encamped  at  Bear  Wallow  last  night 
with  4,000  men.  I will  watch  him. 

McCOOK. 


■ Camp  2!7eyin,  Becemher  11,  18G1. 

Capt.  Oliver  D.  Greene, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

I am  all  right  and  safe  here.  A return  would  almost  be  disastrous 
to  my  division  unless  some  serious  flank  movement  is  taking  place.  I 
hope  the  general  will  rescind  the  order.  How  far  shall  I fall  back  ? 

McCOOK. 


Lebanon,  Becemher  11,  18G1. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  0.  Buell: 

Have  just  received  a dispatch  from  General  Boyle.  His  scouts  sent 
out  on  tiie  9th  had  returned  and  reported  the  enemy  this  side  of  the 
Cumberland,  within  30  miles  of  Columbia.  Captain  Owens,  of  Wolford’s 
cavalry,  is  a native  of  Pulaski.  He  learned  from  a trustworthy  Union 
citizen  in  the  vicinity  of  their  camp  that  most  if  not  all  of  their  forces  had 
crossed  the  Cumberland.  They  claimed  to  have  others  yet  to  cross.  They 
claimed  to  have  30,000  men.  Captain  Owens  believed  they  had  from 
10,000  to  12,000.  General  Boyle  asks  me  for  re-enforcements.  I have 
sent  a copy  of  his  communication  by  mail.*  Have  not  heard  from 
Schoepf.  Should  have  done  so  by  this  time. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS. 


Headquarters,  Becemher  11,  18G1. 

(Eeceived  Lebanon,  December  11, 18Gl.'i 

General  Thomas  : 

Does  General  Boyle  report  the  enemy  advancing  on  Columbia?  At 
what  place  or  on  what  road  are  they  ? What  kind  df  troops  are  they 
composed  of? 


*See  p.  489. 
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Order  General  Boyle  to  take  a strong  position  where  he  is  and  fortify 
himself. 

Order  General  Ward  to  move  his  command  forward  at  once  to  Green 
Eiver,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  re-enforce  Columbia  in  case  of  an  actual 
attack. 

Be  xu'epared  to  move  promptly  in  any  direction,  but  keep  up  the 
regular  duties  of  your  command.  Can  you  not  communicate  speedily 
with  Schoepf  through  Liberty?  Answer. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 


Lebanon,  December  11,  1861. 

General  D.  C.  Buell  : 

General  Boyle  believes  the  enemy  will  advance  on  Columbia  by  the 
Somerset  road.  They  are  infantry,  artillery,  and  cavalry.  He  believes 
they  will  attempt  to  hold  Schoepf  in  check  with  a part  of  their  force  and 
advance  on  Columbia  with  the  main  body.  Cannot  now  communicate 
with  Schoepf  bv  Liberty  j that  road  leads  through  the  enemy’s  lines. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Headquarters  Eleventh  Brigade, 

Columbia^  Decembpr  11,  1861. 

(Received  December  12,  1861.) 

General  Thomas,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Division^  Lebanon^ 

Sir:  I am  fully  satisfied  General  Zollicoffer’s  forces  do  not  exceed  7,500. 
They  are  increasing  from  the  drafted  recruits  from  Tennessee  and  some 
from  Kentucky. 

A spy  sent  to  Mill  Springs  says  the  force  is  not  over  7,500,  and  he 
believes  it  is  about  6,500,  though  enemy  represent  it  very  much  larger. 
He  says  that  only  about  one  half  had  crossed  the  river. 

I learn  satisfactorily  that  the  force  is  increased  daily  by  accessions  of 
new  recruits,  ill-clad  and  i)Oorly  armed,  and  many  without  arms. 

There  is  no  doubt  the  enemy  expect  to  furnish  supplies  up  the  Cumber- 
land, such  as  arms,  clothing,  &c.  The  enemy  have  eight  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, two  large  guns,  and  six  6-pounders. 

Wolford  has  moved  the  larger  part  of  his  forces  to  Billy  Williams’  on 
Green  River.  The  others  will  move  as  soon  as  transportation  can  be 
had.  I have  directed  him  to  report  to  me  daily  as  to, movement  of  the 
enemy.  He  is  only  16  miles  from  this  place,  in  direction  in  which  I 
have  been  sending  scouts. 

I have  no  quartermaster,  no  commissary,  no  blanks  of  any  kind.  Can 
you  have  them  furnished? 

Respectfully,  &c.,  J.  T.  BOYLE, 

Acting  Brigadier-General,^  Commanding, 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Lebanon,,  Kg,,  December  12,  1861. 

Brigadier-General  Buell: 

Commandhfg  Department  of  the  Ohio,  Louisville,  Kg,: 
General:  I this  morning  ordered  Capt.  R.  C.  Webster,  assistant 
quartermaster,  to  repair  to  Somerset  and  report  to  Brigadier-General 
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Schoepf  for  duty  ou  Ms  staff,  directing  Captain  Webster  to  Eire  as  many 
wagons  as  he  could  procure  in  the  neighborhood  of  Nicholasville  and 
Danville,  to  be  used  in  transporting  provisions,  ammunition,  and  other 
supplies  from  ]S'icholasville  to  Somerset.  It  will  be  as  much  as  we  can 
do  here,  with  the  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  quartermaster’s  depart- 
ment, to  keep  up  a supply  at  Somerset  and  to  enable  me  to  move  from 
here  with  my  command.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  wagons  and 
teams  required  for  by  Ooptain  Gillem  when  in  Louisville  should  be  for- 
warded to  this  place  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

I sent  dispatches  last  night  to  Generals  Boyle  and  Ward  immediately 
after  the  reception  of  the  telegram  from  you. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier- General j U,  8.  Vols. 


Hdqrs.  Eleventh  Brigade,  IT.  S.  Volunteers, 

Columbia^  Ky.,  Beeemher  12,  1861. 

General  Thomas,  D.  S.  A., 

Commanding  First  Division^  Lebanon^  Ky. : 

General  : I have  kept  scouts  in  the  direction  of  Glasgow  and  Edmon- 
ton, and  yesterday  morning  my  men  returned  after  visiting  Edmonton. 
The  enemy  had  been  there  the  day  before  with  160  cavalry.  They  evi- 
dently purpose  to  control  or  prevent  the  election  for  member  of  the 
Legislature  on  Saturday.  I have  intended  to  send  several  hundred  cav- 
alry to  Edmonton  on  Saturday  morning. 

Eev.  Mr.  Crenshaw,  of  Louisville,  a Methodist  circuit  rider  or  elder,  is 
here  this  evening  from  Glasgow  this  morning.  He  iniorms  me  that  Col- 
onel Hindman  passed  up  from  Bowling  Green  with  7,000  men,  with  the  view 
of  marching  on  this  place.  He  was  at  a place  called  Horse  Well  and 
near  Bear  Wallow,  moving  in  this  direction. 

The  secessionists  at  Glasgow  expected  a collision  here  to-day  and  an 
easy  victory.  Mr.  Crenshaw  did  not  see  the  infantry  forces,  but  he  saw 
and  counted  350  Texas  Dangers,  or  cavalry  troops.  They  were  to  join 
Hindman.  The  rebels  at  Glasgow  understood  your  forces  are  in  posses- 
sion of  Munfordville  and  with  forces  south  of  Green  Eiver. 

I have  scouts  out  in  direction  of  Edmonton,  Glasgow,  and  Greensburg, 
besides  toward  the  Cumberland. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  forces  here  ought  to  have  accession  of  at  least 
a battery  of  artillery.  We  certainly  need  such  arm  of  defense  here  now. 

If  Hindman  shall  be  found  advancing  upon  us,  I will  order  up  the 
forces  from  Campbellsville. 

Colonel  Hobson  is  now  at  Green  Eiver  Bridge,  about  13  miles  from  this 
place.  I think  he  should  locate  several  miles  this  side  the  bridge,  leav- 
ing a company  to  guard  the  bridge  until  some  other  takes  his  place. 
Eespectfully, 

J.  T.  BOYLE, 

Acting  Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Eleventh  Brigade,  IT.  S.  Volunteers, 

Columbia^  December  12,  1861. 

General  Thomas,  TJ.  S.  A. 

Commanding  First  Division^  Lebanon^  Ky. : 

General:  I directed  Colonel  Bramlette,  with  two  companies  from  his 
regiment  and  two  companies  from  the  Ninteenth  Ohio,  to  proceed  on 
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the  Pulaski  or  Somerset  road  and  take  and  occupy  the  most  available 
position  of  defense,  having  regard  to  water,  &c.,  and  to  take  with  him 
Lieutenant  Bonter,  (?)  temporarily  on  my  staff,  a fine  engineer,  to  aid 
him. 

After  an  examination  of  the  grounds,  we  regard  the  most  available 
point  of  defense  at  and  near  the  crossing  of  EusselPs  Creek,  on  the 
Somerset  road,  northeast  of  and  near  the  town.  Such  defenses  as  will 
be  required  can  soon  be  formed.  With  a battery  of  artillery  the  place 
can  be  held  against  considerable  odds.  Can  we  not  be  supported  with 
a battery? 

The  rebel  cavalry  who  crossed  the  Cumberland  into  Eussell  County 
have,  it  is  reported,  killed  50  or  60  of  the  loyal  and  defenseless  citizens. 
I ordered  part  of  W olford^s  and  part  of  Haggard’s  cavalry  to  the  relief 
of  the  country.  Can  I at  my  discretion  move  one  or  more  regiments  to 
or  in  the  direction  of  Cumberland,  to  give  protection  to  the  country  on 
the  Cumberland  and  hold  the  enemy  in  check? 

If  General  Schoepf  is  moving  on  the  enemy  from  the  other  direction, 
can  I not  be  ordered  up  to  attack  from  this  side  simultaneously,  the 
movement  being  understood  by  General  Schoepf?  ^ 

If  there  is  not  reason  to  expect  an  attack  here  or  a very  early  move- 
ment forward,  I desire  leave  of  absence  for  several  days.  I have  no 
uniforms,  no  clothing,  and  no  arms.  I have  no  uniform  or  arms  of  any 
kind.  There  are  other  reasons  rendering  it  necessary  for  me  to  be  ab- 
sent for  some  days  which  I do  not  give. 

Colonel  Beatty,  of  Nineteenth  Ohio,  was  mustered  into  service  August 
10,  but  has  no  commission  yet.  Colonel  Bramlette’s  commission  is  of 
10th  September,  1861. 

Eespectfully,  &c.,  • 


J.  T.  BOYLE, 


Acting  Brigadier -General. 


Hdqrs.  Eleventh  Brihade,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Columbia^  Ky.,  December  12,  1861. 

Brigadier- General  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

General  : General  Boyle  directs  me  to  say  your  dispatch  and  order 
of  11th  instant  is  just  received  and  acted  upon.  A force  is  detailed  to 
commence  the  work  immediately. 

The  general  further  directs  me  to  say  that  reliable  information,  ob- 
tained from  various  sources,  reports  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  500  strong,  on 
this  side  the  Cumberland  Eiver,  at  Creelsborough  and  Eowena.  They 
have  seized  many  citizens  and  one  sick  soldier  of  Colonel  Wolford’s 
command. 

On  receipt  of  the  news  last  night  the  general  ordered  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Letcher,  with  a portion  of  Colonel  Wolford’s  cavalry  remaining 
here  and  a portion  of  Haggard’s  regiment,  to  march  to  Creelsborough 
and  Eowena,.  Colonel  Wolford,  who  had  advanced  to  Williams’,  accord- 
ing to  your  orders,  was  sent  down  to  co-operate  with  Letcher,  and  Colonel 
Haggard,  who  was  conveying  a large  party  of  Tennesseeans  from  Burkes- 
ville  to  this  place,  was  also  ordered  in  that  direction. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHH  BOYLE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Chap.  XYH.] 


COEEESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION 


495 


Lebanon,  December  12,  18G1. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell: 

Dispatcli  from  General  Boyle  just  received.  His  spy  sent  to  Mill 
Springs,  just  returned,  reports  the  enemy  not  over  7,500  strong,  accord- 
ing to  their  statement.  Spy  believes  they  are  not  over  G,500.  He  was 
through  their  camp.  They  have  but  eight  pieces  of  artillerv. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs.  Eleventh  Brioade,  IJ.  S.  Yolunteers, 

Columbia^  Ky.,  December  12,  18G1. 

General  Ward, 

Near  Green  River  Bridge: 

General  : General  Boyle  directs  me  to  write  that  your  communica- 
tion is  received,  and,  should  occasion  demand,  notice  will  be  immedi- 
ately given  you  of  the  necessity  of  the  advance  of  your  command. 

The  rebel  cavalry  have  ravaged  the  country  on  this  side  the  Cumber- 
land Liver  in  the  neighborhood  of  Jamestown  and  Eowena  in  a rapid 
march,  kiLiug  some  citizens  and  maldug  prisoners  of  others.  Colonels 
Wolford  and  Haggard  are  in  close  pursuit. 

Scouts  report  the  rebels  advancing  from  Glasgow  towards  this  place 
and  citizens  confirm  the  report.  NTo  alarm  is  felt,  however.  It  is  said 
7,000  are  under  Hindman  at  Bear  Wallow  and  Horse  Well. 

Advices  of  all  movements  of  the  enemy  have  been  transmitted  to 
division  headquarters. 

The  general  requests  that  you  will  urge  the  commanding  general  of 
this  division  to  send  forward  to  this  point  a battery  and  one  or  two  more 
well-drilled  regiments. 

Kespectfully,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BOYLE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Twelfth  Brigade, 

Near  JSomerset^  Ey.,  December  12,  18G1. 

(Eeceived  December  IG,  18G1.) 

Capt.  George  E.  Elynt, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  First  Division^  Lebanon^  Ey.: 

Captain:  Since  my  arrival  at  this  place  I have  received  Special 
Orders,  No.  23,  detaching  the  Twelfth  Brigade  from  First  Division,  and 
requiring  me  to  report  direct  to  department  headquarters. 

The  consolidated  reports  of  the  First  and  Second  East  Tennessee  and 
Third  Kentucky  Eegiments  were  forwarded  direct  to  department  head- 
quarters. Is  it  necessary  for  me  to  send  duplicates  to  headquarters 
First  Division 

Eeports  this  afternoon  say  that  the  rebel  Zollicoffer  is  throwing  up 
defenses  this  side  the  river,  near  Mill  Springs.  If  this  is  the  case,  he 
could  be  readily  captured  by  sending  a force  from  Columbia  via  James- 
town to  Mouticello  and  taking  him  in  rear. 

Unless  there  is  a prospect  of  doing  something  very  soon,  I wish  to 
return  to  my  position  in  front  of  Cumberland  Gap. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  CAETEE, 

Acting  Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Twelfth  Brigade. 
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Headquarters, 

Somerset^  Ky.^  Beceynher  12,  18G1. 

(Eeceived  December  16,  1801.) 

Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Division^  Lebanon : 

General  ; Having  obtained  much  information  relative  to  the  face  of 
the  adjacent  country,  its  roads,  streams,  and  crossings,  together  with 
the  ranges  and  haunts  of  the  enemy,  I would  respectfully  ofter  the  fol- 
lowing suggestion: 

Let  a respectable  force  move  from  Columbia  along  the  road  leading 
to  Somerset  until  it  reaches  the  salt-works,  at  the  head  of  Fishing 
Creek  *,  by  this  time  its  movements  will  have  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  enemy,  now  on  the  river  near  the  mouth  of  this  creek. 

At  this  moment  let  me  cross  the  river  with  the  principal  part  of  my 
force  at  a point  due  south  of  Somerset  (wliich  I can  do).  The  enemy,  on 
being  crowded  by  the  Columbia  force,  will  attempt  to  recross  the  river, 
when,  with  that  force  in  his  rear  and  mine  in  front  (south  side  of  the 
river),  his  capture  must  be  certain. 

What  do  you  say  to  this  plan? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHOEPF, 
Brigadier-  General, 


[December  12,  1861. — General  Orders,  Ko.  24,  Department  of  the 
Missouri.  See  Series  I,  Vol.  YIII,  p.  431.] 


December  13,  1861. 

General  McCook,  Camp  Nevin : 

I shall  have  a regular  pontoon  bridge  ready  for  Munfordville  to-mor- 
row, but  may  not  send  it  for  the  present.  Will  Johnson’s  arrangements 
make  a bridge  that  can  be  depended  on  permanently?  I don’t  want 
anything  done  in  front  that  will  attract  any  more  attention  than  can  be 
avoided,  but  be  vigilant  and  ready,  without  even  letting  your  command 
know  it.  Where  is  cross-roads? 


D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


December  13,  1861. 

General  Nelson,  New  Haven : 

Get  your  division  in  hand  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  so  that  if 
called  on  it  may  move  at  once.  Eeport  by  telegraph  and  mail  what  you 
require — ammunition,  transportation,  &c. 

Examine  at  once  the  roads  in  front  of  you  in  all  directions. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


December  13,  1861. 


General  Thomas,  Lebanon : , 

What  is  your  latest  news  from  Schoepf,  and  what  does  he  say  ? Has 
he  changed  position?  What  is  the  enemy’s  position  ? 

D.  C.  BUELL,  ; 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 
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Headquarters  Eleventh  Brigade, 

Columbia,  Ky.,  December  13,  ISGl. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Headquarters  Lebanon,  Ky. : 

General  : I inclose  note  from  Colonel  Haggard.  See  it ) read  it. 
Send  me  two  regiments  and  at  least  one  battery.  We  will  go  to  tlio 
devil  before  we  retreat  from  here.  We  can’t  retreat.  The  responsi- 
bility be  on  the  proper  authorities.  Shall  we  be  attacked  by  ZollicoTer 
and  by  Hindman  at  same  time'?  Send  us  two  regiments  and  two  bat- 
teries, in  addition  to  the  small  force  of  General  Ward,  and  we  will  take 
both  and  move  to  Glasgow. 

My  pickets  from  direction  of  Glasgow  and  Edmonton  have  not  returned 
this  morning.  I have  no  news  from  that  direction.  If  the  enemy  crosses 
the  Cumberland,  I move  the  forces  under  my  command  and  give  battle 
at  all  hazards. 

Send  up  a battery  or  section  of  battery.  I see  no  reason  in  retaining 
all  means  of  defense  and  attack  at  Lebanon,  as  they  must  some  time  be 
moved  in  this  section. 

If  you  have  the  power,  I shall  expect  a battery  and  re-enforcements. 
Kespectfully,  &c., 

J.  T.  BOYLE, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 


[Inclosure.] 

Creelsborough,  December  13,  1861 — 1 a.  m. 

(Received  December  13,  1861.) 

General  Boyle: 

Dear  Sir:  We  reached  this  place  at  dark,  expecting  an  attack  every 
moment  since  our  arrival.  I placed  pickets  out  upon  every  road  reach- 
ing this  place. 

Our  pickets  from  the  Rowena  road  have  just  come  in,  bringing  us 
information  that  is  reliable  that  300  men  had  crossed  the  river  at  that 
point  this  evening  and  a large  force  on  the  opposite  bank  were  crossing 
(said  to  be  3,000  at  least).  Their  pickets  came  in  the  hearing  of  ours 
and  returned  towards  Rowena. 

Had  you  not  better  send  us  all  the  cavalry  under  your  command  in 
Columbia?  They  have  killed  several  persons  at  that  point  and  robbed 
the  citizens  of  the  town.  Write  me  immediately  what  to  do. 

D.  R.  HAGGARD, 

Colonel  Cavalry. 


Headqjjarters  Eleventh  Brigade, 

Columbia,  December  13,  1861. 
(Received  December  14,  1861.) 

Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Lebanon,  Ky. : 

General:  Since  I wrote  you  my  scouts  have  returned,  and  up  to  11 
o’clock  there  is  no  reliable  news  of  interest.  My  last  contains  all  up  to 
this  writing,  2 o’clock  p.  m. 

There  are  many  rumors  of  advance  of  the  enemy,  but  I regard  them 
as  unfounded ; yet  there  is  a prevailing  belief  here  that  we  are  in  dan- 
ger of  an  attack. 

Colonel  Wolford  was  here  this  morning.  The  remainder  of  his  cavalry 
have  gone,  with  their  transportation,  to  Green  River,  in  Casey  County. 
32  R R— VOL  VII 
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Wolford  was  at  Jamestown  yesterday.  The  rebels  left  between  12 
o’clock  and  daylight,  before  he  reached  there.  They  went  up  the  Cum- 
berland on  this  side.  They  came  down  from  opposite  Mill  Springs  and 
I)assed  dowu  to  Eowena,  at  wliich  idace  they  destroyed  the  ferry  flat- 
boats  and  canoes  gathered  there,  and  killed  several  Home  Guards  and 
robbed  the  citizens.  They  robbed  several  of  the  stores  and  houses  in 
Jamestown  and  made  the  women  give  up  the  shirts  and  other  clothing 
of  their  husbands.  Jonathan  Williams,  an  old  citizen  and  many  years 
sherilf  of  this  county,  was  killed.  He  was  a quiet,  inoffensive  old  man, 
but  true  to  his  country. 

Colonel  Wolford  expresses  the  belief  that  the  enemy  have  a consid- 
erable cavalry  force  on  this  side  at  Mill  Springs  and  only  a small  body 
of  infantry. 

Eespectfully, 


J.  T.  BOYLE. 


Headquarters  Eleventh  Brihade,  • 
Columbia^  Ky.,  December  13,  1861. 

(Beceived  December  14,  1861.) 

Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Division^  Lebanon^  Ky. : 

General:  The  people,  even  the  good  Union  people,  circulate  the 
most  devilish  lies  in  regard  to  the  enemy,  and  our  own  scouts,  without 
they  are  selected  with  care,  are  not  reliable.  We  have  had  every  form 
of  rumor  in  the  last  two  days,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  them  are  false. 
The  rebels  were  at  Eowena,  and  shot  two  or  three  men,  but  killed  none. 
They  wounded  old  man  Williams  and  took  him  off’.  They  robbed  sev- 
eral stores  and  houses  in  Jamestown  and  took  off  a good  deal  of  cloth- 
ing. They  took  off’  a number  of  horses  with  them,  and  it  is  reported 
took  off  eleven  of  the  citizens. 

The  scouts  and  ])eople  from  Monroe  and  Allen  Counties  say  there  is 
no  enemy  in  that  direction.  I keep  scouts  out  for  from  12  to  25  miles 
and  even  farther.  I think  it  likely  the  enemy  have  350  Texas  Eangers 
ill  Metcalfe  County  to-night.  They  intend  to  defeat  the  election.  I had 
])urposed  to  send  more  cavalry  down  to  enable  the  people  to  hold  the 
election.  I may  send  a force  to  one  precinct  in  the  morning. 

Colonel  Hindman  is  still  at  Bear  Wallow,  so  far  as  I can  learn.  I 
cannot  hear  of  any  advance  in  this  direction  j he  cannot  be  far  from  the 
railroad  and  not  very  distant  from  Munfordville.  I believe  it  is  a feint, 
to  deceive  his  men  with  the  idea  that  they  are  to  fight. 

Captain  Flynt  addressed  a note  to  the  colonel  of  the  Fifty-ninth  Ohio 
in  regard  to  their  wagons.  I or  dered  the  colonel  to  retain  the  wagons, 
and  he  is  in  no  sense  to  be  blamed.  I did  it  for  the  reason  that  they 
have  not  the  necessary  transportation,  and  that  there  was  reason  to 
believe  it  would  be  required  here. 

Eespectfully,  &c., 

J.  T.  BOYLE, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Lebanon,  Ky.,  December  14,  •1861. 
Brigadier-General  Buell,  Louisville.!  Ky.: 

The  five  companies  of  First  Kentucky  Cavalry  have  not  arrived  here 
yet.  General  Boyle  wrote  me  day  before  yesterday  that  he  had  sent 
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Colonel  Wolford  towards  Jamestown  to  watch  the  enemy.  The  whole 
regiment  was  absent  when  the  order  reached  Columbia.  I think  it 
likely  they  will  be  here  by  to-morrow  or  next  day. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier-Qeneralj  TJ.  8.  Volunteers. 


Lebanon,  Ky.,  December  14,  18G1. 
Brigadier-General  Buell,  Louisville,  Ky.: 

I have  received  no  letter  from  General  Schoepf  since  the  10th.  An 
officer  was  here  yesterday  direct  from  the  Thirty-fifth  Ohio.  He  left 
Somerset  on  the  i2th.  General  Schoepf  believed  at  that  time  that  the 
enemy  was  returning  across  the  Cumberland,  but  he  could  get  no  posi- 
tive information,  as  he  could  not  rely  on  his  cavalry.  Schoepf’s  posi- 
tion is  on  Fishing  Creek,  between  Somerset  and  Mill  Springs. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier- General,  JJ.  8.  Volunteers. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Lebanon,  Ky.,  December  14,  1861. 

Brigadier- General  Schoepf, 

Commanding  at  8omerset,  Kyi: 

General  : General  Boyle  writes  me  from  Columbia  that  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  came  down  the  Cumberland  from  Mill  Springs  as  far  as  James- 
town, doing  much  damage,  but  returned  between  12  o’clock  and  daylight 
on  the  night  [morning]  of  the  12th.  He  further  says  that  Colonel  Wol- 
ford reported  to  him  that  there  is  a considerable  force  of  cavalry  en- 
camped on  this  side  of  the  Cumberland,  opposite  Mill  Springs,  and  that 
very  few  of  the  infantry  have  crossed. 

' I also  learn  from  a man  who  says  he  has  been  into  their  camp  that 
their  force  is  not  over  6,500,  if  that.  They  have  but  eight  pieces  ot 
artillery.  I have  written  to  General  Buell  about  the  cavalry,  but  I am 
afraid  with  but  little  success.  He  has  no  cavalry  which  can  be  relied 
on  very  much,  and  has  ordered  five  companies  of  Wolford’s  cavalry  to 
go  to  Prestonburg. 

Eespectfuily,  &c., 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Brigadier- General,  TT.  8.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Headquarters,  Somerset,  Ky.,  December  14,  1861. 

(Eeceived  December  18,  1861.) 

Brig.  Gen.  Georue  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Lebanon,  Ky. : 

General  : Since  my  last  communication  things  have  been  quiet  about 
Somerset. 

This  evening  my  scouts  brought  in  a contraband — a colored  boy,  about 
26  years  of  age,  who  states  that  he  is  or  was  the  servant  of  Lieutenant 
Allen,  of  a Tennessee  regiment,  C.  S.  Army.  This  boy  was  sent  out  from 
the  enemy’s  camp  about  12  m.  to-day  with  the  dinner  of  his  master  (Lieu- 
tenant Allen),  then  on  picket  guard,  but,  mistaking  his  road,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  our  scouts. 
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This  is  quite  an  intelligent  boy,  and  gives  the  following  statement : 
The  enemy  are  principally  on  this  side  the  river,  fortifying  at  a point 
near  Mill  Springs  and  expecting  an  attack  from  us.  His  force  consists 

of  one  Alabama  regiment  ( ) ; one  Mississippi  regiment  (Kewman) ; 

one  Tennessee  regiment  (Stanton) ; one  Tennessee  regiment  (Murray) ; 
one  Tennessee  regiment  (Curran);  one  not  known  (Shaw);  one  regim(3nt 
cavalry  (Tennessee),  Colonel  Bridgman;  one  regiment  cavalry,  Ten- 
nessee ( ) ; three  'single  companies  cavalry.  Captains  Sanson, 

Bledsoe,  and  ( ).  Major  Helveti  was  shot  in  the  arm,  and  (with 

15  men  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Ohio)  will  be  sent  to  NTashville  to-day.  They 
have  eight  pieces  of  artillery — two  brass  6-pounders,  four  iron  guns,  is 
not  certain  as  to  their  caliber — and  two  short  brass  pieces  (howitzers). 
They  have  two  regiments  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  (infantry  and 
one  company  of  cavalry),  the  latter  kept  as  scouts. 

What  shall  I do  with  the  contraband  ? 

Yery  respectfully,  yours,  A.  SCHOEPF, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Loijisyille,  December  15,  1861—12  p.  m. 
Major-General  McClellan  : 

Captain  Prime  and  a Major  Helveti  were  taken  prisoners  at  Somerset. 
It  was  not  reported  to  me  until  I inquired,  seeing  it  published.  We  are 
gradually  moving  up,  and  have  occasionally  a few  shots  with  j)ickets. 
We  shall  in  a few  davs  have  two  bridges  over  Green  Eiver;  have  one 
now  at  Munfordville.  I shall  commence  a general  inspection  this  week. 

Zollicoffer^  whose  force  may  be  6,000  or  7,000,  has  gone  back  to  his 
bridge  at  Mill  Springs.  Schoepf  is  between  Somerset  and  Fishing  Creek. 

H.  C.  BUELL, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters,  Lottisville,  Deceml)er  15,  1861. 

(Received,  Lebanon,  December  15,  1861.) 

General  Thomas: 

I want  more  frequent  and  accurate  information  from  Somerset.  Direct 
General  Schoepf  to  communicate  with  you  daily  and  to  ascertain  what 
the  enemy  are  doing. 

Require  the  same  of  General  Boyle. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Lebanon,  December  16, 1861. 

General  Buell: 

Latest  news  from  General  Schoepf,  December  12,  just  received.  Enemy 
encamped  at  mouth  of  Fishing  Creek.  He  thinks  they  can  be  captured 
by  sending  a force  against  them  from  Columbia,  whilst  he  crosses  the 
river  at  Somerset  and  gets  in  their  rear. 

General  Boyle  writes  from  Columbia,  December  15,  that  his  scouts  can 
neither  hear  nor  see  anything  of  the  enemy  in  the  direction  of  Glasgow  or 
Burkesville.  Will  send  copy  of  General  SchoepPs  communication  by 
mail. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Brigadier- General. 
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December  16, 1861. 

General  Mitchel,  Elizahetlitoim : 

Send  one  of  your  brigades  to  Bacon  Creek  in  the  morning,  and  move 
yonr  entire  division  to  the  same  point  as  soon  as  convenient. 

Captain  Bush’s  battery  will  go  to  that  point  by  the  train  to-morrow 
morning,  to  join  your  division. 

. D.  C.  BUELL, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 


Washington,  D.  C.,  Deee^nher  17,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  Louisville,  Kg.: 

Would  it  interfere  with  your  operations  if  the  valley  of  the  Sandy, 
west  of  the  Big  Sandy,  should  be  placed  under  General  Eosecraus? 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General, 


Louisville,  Ky.,  Becemher  17, 1861 — 5 p.  m. 

Lorenzo  Thomas, 

A djutant-  General,  Washington : 

Not  directly,  but  the  operations  in  the  valley  of  the  Sandy  involve 
to  some  extent  the  central  part  of  Kentucky,  which  cannot  well  be  sepa- 
rated from  my  contract.  I have  just  organized  a brigade  for  service  in 
the  valley  of  the  Sandy,  and  am  this  moment  giving  instructions  to  the 
commander,  Colonel  Garfield,  of  the-Eorty-second  Ohio,  promising  offi- 
cer, whom  I have  called  here  for  that  purpose.  His  regiment  is  on  the 
Sandy  by  this  time,  where  it  will  unite  with  Moore’s  Kentucky  regiment, 
now  there,  and  Lindsey’s  Kentucky  regiment,  now  at  Greenupsburg. 
The  other  regiment,  the  Fortieth  Ohio,  will  be  at  [?]  11  p.  m.  to-mor- 
row. A squadron  of  Ohio  cavalry  will  be  on  the  Sandy  by  Thursday, 
and  the  three  squadrons  of  Wolford’s  Kentucky  cavalry  will  move 
up  through  Mount  Sterling.  These  dispositions  will,  I think,  be  suffi- 
cient for  the  occasion.  I can  strengthen  them  somewhat,  if  necessary. 

D.  0.  BUELL, 
Brigadier-  General. 


December  17,  1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  B.  C. : 

McCook’s  division,  Munfordville ; Mitchel’s  at  Bacon  Creek.  We  are 
. loing  pretty  well.  Zollicofier  is  either  retiring  across  the  Cumberland 
jr  is  prepared  to  do  it  at  the  approach  of  any  superior  force.  Any  more 
formidable  demonstrations  against  him  would  only  harass  my  troops  and 
derange  my  plans.  I am  letting  him  alone  for  the  present. 

McCook  reports : 

The  rebels  attacked  my  pickets  in  front  of  the  railroad  bridge  at  2 p.  m.  to-day.  The 
Packet  consisted  of  four  companies  of  the  Thirty-second  Indiana,  Colonel  Willich,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Von  Trebra.  Their  forces  consisted  of  one  regiment  Texas  Ran- 
gers, two  regiments  infantry,  one  battery  (six  guns).  Our  loss,  Lieutenant  Sachs  and 
8 enlisted  men  killed  and  lb  wounded.  The  rebel  loss,  33  killed,  including  Colonel 
Terry,  of  Texas,  and  about  50  wounded.  The  rebels  ingloriously  retreated. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
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Hdqrs.  Eleventh  Brioade,  Dept,  of  the  Ohio, 

Columbia^  Ky.^  December  17,  18G1. 

Bri  ^adier-General  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Division^  Lebanon^  Ky. : 

General  : General  Boyle  is  very  unwell,  and  directs  me  to  inform 
you  that  nothino’  important  has  occurred  lately.  A brusli  took  place 
between  our  pickets  8 miles  out  at  the  forks  of  the  Glasgow  and  Ed- 
monton roads,  and  a party  of  Texan  Kangers,  who  had  made  a circuit 
through  the  woods  and  came  on  them  from  towards  Columbia.  One 
man  on  each  side  was  killed,  and  Captain  Erain,  formerly  connected  with 
the  quartermaster’s  department  in  Colonel  Grider’s  regiment,  taken  pris- 
oner by  the  rebels.  He  is  a most  worthy  citizen  from  Monroe  County, 
and  has  contributed  more  to  the  aid  of  the  Government  than  any  man 
in  this  section  of  the  country. 

A considerable  body  of  cavalry  pursued  the  marauders,  but  only  suc- 
ceeded in  retaking  the  stock  which  had  been  driven  off. 

General  Bo^de  directs  me  to  say  that  he  has  already  been  ordered  by 
General  Buell  to  send  daily  communications  to  General  McCook,  to  be 
transmitted  to  department  headquarters.  The  general  suggests  that  it 
would  be  better  and  more  expeditious  to  communicate  by  mail,  which 
reaches  Lebanon  daily  at  noon  and  Columbia  at  night ; or,  if  you  pre- 
fer it,  he  will  send  a messenger  daily  to  meet  yours  at  Campbellsville, 
at  Kedmond’s  Tavern,  to  exchange  messages. 

The  general  suggests  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  order  Wol- 
ford’s cavalry  to  Jamestown,  in  Eussell  County,  4 miles  this  side  the 
Cumberland  Eiver,  or  to  Eowena,  on  that  stream.  They  are  better  ac- 
quainted than  any  other  troops  with  all  the  roads  and  by-paths  for  many 
miles  in  that  direction. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BOYLE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Eleventh  Briuade, 

Columbia^  December  17,  1861. 

Brigadier- General  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Division^  Lebanon^  Ky. : 

General  : General  Boyle  directs  me  to  say  that  the  pickets  from 
near  the  Cumberland  are  in,  and  report  a desperate  skirmish  and  hand 
to  hand  fight  between  two  of  Colonel  Haggard’s  men  and  a small  party 
of  rebels.  The  men  were  in  a house  when  attacked,  and  succeeded  in 
killing  six  rebels,  with  the  loss  only  of  two  fiugers  to  one  man.  The 
affair  took  place  on  Marrowbone  Creek. 

The  pickets  report  that  Zollicoffer,  with  his  whole  force,  has  crossed 
the  Cumberland  at  Fishing  Creek  and  marched  toward  Somerset.  This 
is  corroborated  by  citizens. 

A cannonading  was  heard  during  the  whole  of  Monday  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Somerset.  No  other  news. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BOYLE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Lebanon,  Ky.,  December  17,  1861. 
Brigadier-General  Thomas,  IJ.  S.  A.: 

Sir  : On  Sunday,  December  14,  9 o’clock  a.  m.,  I left  Camp  Carroll, 
on  Muldraugh’s  Hill,  with  a detachment  of  25  men  of  Company  E^  'T^nth 
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Indiana  Eegiment,  with  instructions  to  scour  the  country  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Salomo.  (Saloma  is  situated  on  the  Nashville  road,  about  2 
miles  west  of  the  Lebanon  and  Columbia  Turnpike,  and  is  5.J  miles  from 
the  top  of  Muldraugh^s  Hill.)  I reached  the  little  village  of  Saloma  at 
11  o’clock  a.  m.  Here  I could  not  find  out  anything  of  importance,  and 
concluded  to  go  farther. 

Persons  whom  we  met  on  the  road  informed  me  that  a party  of  Con- 
federate soldiers,  several  hundred  strong,  had  stopped  at  the  house  of 
a certain  Dan.  Williams,  about  9 miles  southwest  from  Saloma,  on  the 
Nashville  road.  These  statements  were  confirmed  by  some  of  Williams’ 
own  neighbors  whom  we  met,  and  the  number  of  troops  was  stated  to 
have  been  140  men  (Texan  Eangers,  who  had  crossed  Green  Eiver  at 
the  mouth  of  Little  Barren  Eiver). 

I went  on  and  arrived  at  Williams’  house  about  4 o’clock  p.  m.  On 
reaching  the  premises  the  inmates,  who  used  very  violent  language, 
acknowledged  that  the  rebels  had  stopped  there  on  the  night  of  Friday, 
December  12.  The  road  and  fence  near  the  house  bore  unmistakable 
signs  of  the  late  presence  of  a large  body  of  cavalry.  I Avas  further  in- 
formed that  several  of  General  Ward’s  scouts  (Captain  Payne)  had  been 
captured  within  a hundred  yards  of  the  house  but  a few  weeks  ago. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  a neighbor  of  Williams’,  told  me  that  Williams  was  now 
in  the  Confederate  Army,  and  that  on  this  account  General  Ward  had 
confiscated  some  slaA^es  and  horses  belonging  to  Williams.  I went  to 
the  stables,  and  found  there  3 horses,  3 mules,  and  2 colts,  which  I took. 

Having  instructions  to  return  the  same  night,  and  not  deeming  it  safe 
to  go  farther  (we  had  marched  about  IG  miles),  1 turned  back,  and  re- 
joined the  force  under  the  command  of  Captain  Carroll,  encamped  on 
Muldraugh’s  Hill,  twenty -five  minutes  after  8 o’clock,  and  delivered  the 
live  stock  to  him. 

Yours,  very  respectfully,  LEWIS  JOHNSON, 

First  Lieutenant  Company  F,  Tenth  Indiana. 


Camp  Williams,  December  17,  18G1. 

General  Thomas  : 

General  : My  pickets  report  an  advance  of  the  enemy  on  Somerset, 
and  that  there  was  heavy  firing  of  cannon  in  that  direction  from  about  1 1 
o’clock  yesterday  until  dark.  I hope  General  Schoepf  has  given  them 
a good  whipping.* 

Your  obedient  servant,  FEANK  WOLFOED, 

Colonel  First  Kentucky  Cavalry. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Dept,  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  35.  1 Louisville.,  December  17,  18G1. 

#*#*#** 

YII.  A brigade  is  hereby  formed  for  duty  in  Eastern  Kentucky,  to  be 
constituted  as  follows ; 

Eighteenth  Brigade. 

Colonel  Garfield,  commanding. 

42d  Regiment  Oliio  Volunteers,  Colonel  Garfield. 

40th  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers,  Colonel  Crauor. 

14th  Regiment  Kentucky  Volunteers,  Col.  L.  T.  Moore. 

Regiment  Kentucky  Volunteers,  Colonel  Lindsey. 


Some  personal  matter  omitted. 
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Captain  ATcLauglilin’s  squadron  of  Ohio  cavalry  and  three  squadrons 
(six  companies)  of  the  First  Kentucky  Cavalry  (Colonel  Wolford’s)  are 
attached  to  the  brigade 

* * * # * * .* 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Buell : 

[JAMES  B.  FEY,] 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters, 

Somerset,  Ky.,  December  17,  1861. 

(Eeceived  December  20,  1861.) 

Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Dept,  of  the  Ohio,  Lebanon,  Ky.  : 

General  : Since  my  last  nothing  of  interest  has  occurred.  Colonel 
Hoskins’  regiment,  TweKth  Kentucky,  reoccupies  its  former  x^osition  on 
the  river  bank. 

I shall  move  forward  at  day-light  to-morrow  with  four  regiments  by 
three  different  routes  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy’s  camp,  for  the  x)ur- 
pose  mainly  of  driving  in  his  x>ickets,  gaining  information  of  his  strength 
and  position,  and  of  presenting  to  him  an  offensive  attitude.  It  may  bo 
that  the  information  thus  gained  will  be  of  that  nature  as  to  induce  mo 
to  attack  him  in  his  fortified  x)osition  at  Mill  Springs. 

I will  report  to  you  on  my  return  to-morrow  the  result  of  my  recon- 
naissance. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHOEPF, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding  First  Brigade. 

P.  S. — Major  Coffee,  with  the  regimental  band  of  the  First  Kentucky 
Cavalry  (Wolford’s),  arrived  this  evening,  in  search  of  his  regiment,  but 
I could  give  him  no  information  on  the  subject. 


December  18,  1861. 

Major-General  McClellan,  IT.  S.  A., 

^Yashington,  D.  C.: 

The  Western  Virginia  batteries  which  you  ordered  do  not  come.  I hear 
nothing  of  the  Eandall  companies. 

It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  I should  have  more  force  of  a good 
quality  in  the  quartermaster’s  dex)artmen  t.  Our  transportation  will  never 
be  ready.  I need  also  a quartermaster,  commissary,  and  ordnance  officer 
to  move  with  me.  Can  you  give  me  McFerran  for  one"? 

D.  C.  BUELL, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Eleventh  Brigade, 

Columbia,  December  18,  1861. 
(Eeceived  December  18,  1861.) 

Brigadier-General  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Lebanon,  Ky. : 

General:  General  Boyle  directs  me  to  say  that  Colonel  W^olford 
sent  a courier  to  these  headquarters  at  1.30  o’clock  a.  m.  with  the  iutel- 
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liirence  of  the  enemy’s  advancing  towards  his  position  from  Jamestown, 
lie  did  not  think  the  danger  threatening  enough  to  ask  for  re  enforce- 
ments. 

The  general  sent  out  scouts  on  the  various  roads  leading  in  that  direc.- 
tion,  who  so  far  have  reported  no  eneaiy  tbund.  Scouting  ])arties  of 
marauders  are  scouring  the  whole  country.  They  even  approach  within 
20  miles  of  this  pi  ace  and  slaughter  hogs,  to  transport  to  the  Cumber- 
land. This  is  done  in  the  direction  of  Glasgow.  The  general  desires 
me  to  say  that  Colonel  Haggard’s  cavalry  are  neither  fully  mounted  nor 
armed.  They  have  only  390  horsesfor  a full  regiment,  and  are  not  nearly 
all  supplied  with  weapons.  The  general  wishes  to  know  if  they  cannot 
be  armed  and  mounted,  and  if  they  are  not  to  be  attached  to  his  brigade. 
It  will  be  difficult  to  get  horses  here,  as  many  have  been  bought  uj). 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BOYLE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Eleventh  Brigade, 

Colnmhia^  December  18,  1861. 

(Eeceived  December  19,  1861.) 

Brigadier-General  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Division^  Department  of  the  Ohio : 

General  : General  Boyle  directs  me  to  say  that  the  rebels  are  plun- 
dering and  devastating  the  country  near  Edmonton.  Thej^  seize  all  the 
hogs  in  the  country,  slaughter  them,  and  pack  them  with  the  salt  they 
force  the  farmers  and  country  merchants  to  give  them.  There  is  no 
cavalry  force  here  sufficient  to  clear  the  country  of  the  marauders.  Col- 
onel Haggard’s  cavalry  not  being  nearly  all  armed,  and  it  is  too  distant 
to  send  infantry,  before  whom  the  enemy’s  cavalry  will  clear  the  country 
and  immediately  reappear  when  our  soldiers  have  returned  to  camp. 

General  Boyle  directs  me  to  say  that  he  will  march  two  regiments  to 
Edmonton  to  correct  this  evil  unless  specially  ordered  to  desist. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BOYLE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 

Somerset.^  Ky.y  December  18,  1861. 

(Deceived  December  20,  1861.) 

General  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Division^  Lebanon : 

General:  In  my  communication  of  yesterday  I suggested  that  I in- 
tended to  crowd  the  enemy  to-day. 

Accordingly  at  sunrise  this  morning  I proceeded  by  two  columns,  one 
of  three  regiments  and  four  pieces  of  artillery  under  my  immediate  com- 
mand and  the  other  of  two  regiments  and  two  pieces  of  artillery  under 
command  of  General  Carter.  ' 

Proceeding  about  3 miles,  the  road  became  impassable  for  artillery 
and  the  pieces  were  left,  while  I advanced  with  the  infantry  to  a point 
about  6 miles  farther  and  about  2^  miles  from  the  enemy’s  fortilied  posi- 
tion near  Mill  Siblings,  at  which  point  we  came  in  contact  with  the 
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enemy’s  cavalry,  and  a few  shots  were  exchanged  between  them  and  a 
small  detachment  of  mine  under  Major  Coffee. 

General  Carter,  advancing  on  the  other  road  (to  the  south  of  my  route 
and  nearly  parallel),  proceeded  to  within  about  the  same  distance  of  the 
enemy’s  position,  when  he  met  with  about  bO  of  his  cavalry,  but  having 
no  cavalry,  General  Carter  could  only  use  his  artillery  at  long  range 
across  Fishing  Creek  against  him,  dispersing  his  cavalry,  however,  and 
causing  him  to  make  a hasty  retreat. 

From  my  own  observation,  as  well  as  from  reliable  information  ob- 
tained from  different  sources,  it  is  evident  that  if  the  enemy  will  not 
come  out  for  a field  fight,  which  he  does  not  seem  inclined  to  do,  he  can 
only  be  taken  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  under  many  disadvantages, 
and  a probable  h^avy  loss  of  life  on  our  side. 

The  country  adjacent  to  his  intreuchments  is  of  that  broken  and  hilly 
nature  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  get  artillery  in  a commanding  posi- 
tion, and,  if  got  there,  would  be  in  great  danger  of  being  lost  unless  we 
were  positively  certain  of  success,  a retreat  with  any  degree  of  prompt- 
ness being  impracticable.  If,  however,  we  should  drive  him  from  his 
intreuchments,  his  next  move  would  be  to  recross  the  river,  and,  if  he 
succeeded  in  doing  so,  would  instantly  shell  us  out  of  his  works  from 
the  commanding  cliffs  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 

Again,  if  I were  to  cross  the  river  at  Waitsborough  some  12  miles 
above  Mill  Springs,  and  place  myself  in  his  rear  on  the  cliffs  and  open 
on  him  from  that  point,  he  would  then  push  his  way  unmolested  to  the 
north  and  east,  and  become  a troublesome  visitor  along  the  route  from 
Somerset  to  London  and  toward  Cumberland  Gap. 

Under  these  circumstances  I hardly  know  what  move  is  best  to  be 
made.  With  my  present  force  I can  hold  him  in  check  where  he  is,  and 
perhaps  whip  him  if  I can  coax  him  out,  which  I shall  still  try  to  do. 

In  a former  communication  you  spoke  of  Wolford’s  cavalry  joining  me. 
It  would  be  extremely  desirable  to  have  at  least  four  companies  of  good 
cavalry.  The  two  which  I have  are  poorly  clad,  and  armed  with  only  a 
musket,  wholly  unsuited  to  that  arm  of  service.  Can  you  not  give  me 
four  of  Wofford’s  best  companies,  with  suitable  arms'?  With  this  addi- 
tion to  my  command  I should  be  in  a much  better  condition  for  service. 
Major  Coffee  could  command  this  battalion,  and  the  two  companies  now 
here  could  join  their  regiment  and  provide  themselves  with  clothing 
and  more  suitable  arms. 

I avail  myself  of  the  mail  facilities  between  this  point  and  your  head- 
quarters, lor  the  reason  that  I have  no  horses  suitable  for  express  serv- 
ices, and  the  difference  in  time  being  so  small  that  not  much  would  be 
gained  by  using  express. 

Should  anything  urgent  occur,  however,  I will  forward  by  special  ex- 
press by  hiring  a horse. 

I inclose  a note  just  handed  me  by  Colonel  Hoskins,  now  encamped 
near  the  river  at  Waitsborough. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHOEPF, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  First  Kentucky  Brigade. 

[Inclosure.] 

Hdqrs.  Twelfth  Eegiment  Kentucky  Volunteers, 

December  18,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Alrin  Schoepf: 

General  : To-day  I took  six  of  my  companies  and  one  section  of 
Captain  Hewett’s  battery  and  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  Waits- 
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borough,  leaving  the  battery  and  one  company  on  the  bluff.  With  the 
remaining  live  companies  I proceeded  to  Waitsborough,  but  saw  no 
rebels.  1 found  at  the  river  three  ferry-boats,  which  I rendered  uu sea- 
worthy before  leaving  my  old  camp,  but  not  so  much  so,  however,  but 
that  they  can  be  repaired  in  a few  hours,  which  I should  have  had 
attended  [to]  to-day,  but  hearing  the  cannonading  at  Fishing  Creek,  I 
hastened  back  to  camp  in  anticipation  of  marching  orders. 

If  it  be  true,  as  reported,  that  there  is  a rebel  force  of  only  two  regi- 
ments at  Mill  Springs,  and  that  their  whole  transportation  train  is  at 
that  point,  would  it  not  be  well  to  move  three  regiments  with  one  of  the 
batteries  across  the  river  upon  them  at  Mill  Springs,  while  the  remain- 
ing force  could  annoy  them  in  front'?  ^ 

Should  we  gain  possession  of  Mill  Spnngs,  I have  no  doubf  we  could 
shell  their  fortifications  on  this  side  the  river,  while  the  loss  of  their  army 
stores,  artillery,  and  transportation  train  at  Mill  Springs,  consisting  of 
several  hundred  wagons,  would  be  a blow  from  which  this  division  of 
their- army  could  not  recover. 

I learn  there  is  also  a small  boat  at  a point  just  above  the  shoals  and 
one  other  at  SteigalPs,  making  in  all  five  boats,  in  which  the  artillery 
and  infantry  (without  baggage  train)  could  be  crossed  ill  a few  hours, 
and  make  the  march  to  Mill  Springs  in  four  or  five  hours. 

I hope  you  will  pardon  me  for  thus  obtruding  my  suggestions  upon 
you. 

W.  A.  HOSKINS, 

Colonel  Twelfth  Kentuclcy  Regiment, 


Headquarters  District  Southeast  Missouri, 

Cairo,  December  18,  18G1. 

Capt.  J.  0.  Keeton, 

Asst,  Adjt,  Gen.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri.,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.  : 

Captain  : A man  sent  by  me  to  Columbus,  Ky.,  and  who  spent  sev- 
eral days  there,  and  also  a man  who  deserted  this  morning  from  the 
steamer  Grampus,  have  been  in — one  this  afternoon,  the  other  this  even- 
ing. They  both  confirm  the  report  that  three  of  the  gunboats  have  left 
for  the  south,  and  that  a great  many  of  the  troops  are  gone.  Three  regi- 
ments, however,  have  gone  but  8 miles  to  Camp  Burnett,  on  the  Clinton 
road.  Three  more  have  gone  to  re-enforce  Bowen  at  Feliciana.  One 
reports  that  he  heard  that  the  Federals  had  taken  Fort  Jackson.  I am 
not  aware  that  any  of  our  naval  expeditions  have  been  out  long  enough 
to  make  this  story  probable,  but  give  it  for  what  it  is  worth.  It  con- 
firms news  reported  by  me  a few  days  since. 

The  army  is  reported  to  be  composed  of  boys,  badly  disciplined  and 
drilled  and  bad^  off  for  shoes.  Clothing  is  coming  in  from  the  coun- 
try, particularly  from  Arkansas.  Many  articles  of  a soldier’s  rations 
are  becoming  scarce,  but  corn  meal  and  beef  are  yet  abundant.  If  salt 
can  be  kept  out,  however,  they  will  have  some  difficulty  in  saving  their 
bacon. 

There  are  seven  companies  of  the  Forty-Fifth  Eegiment  Illinois  Yolun- 
teers  at  Camp  Douglas,  with  improved  arms  for  1,000  men  and  clothing 
for  the  same,  who  are  anxious  to  come  here.  If  they  could  consistently 
be  sent  before  being  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  I 
would  be  much  pleased.  This  application  is  made  because  the  desire  to 
come  has  been  expressed  by  the  senior  officers  of  this  regiment. 

I am,  captain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servmnt, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Brigadier- General  Commanding, 
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Headquarters  Eleventh  Brigade, 

Cohimhia,  December  19,  18G1. 

(Eeceived  December  20, 1861.) 

Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Lebanon,  Ky. : 

General  :***«=  As  far  as  I can  ascertain,  there  is  no  certainty 
that  Zollicoffer  is  on  the  other  side  of  the  Cnmberland.  My  information 
one  day  is  that  Zollicoffer’s  wliole  force  [is]  on  this  side  and  the  next  day 
that  his  whole  force  is  on  the  other  side.  I have  received  a letter  from 
the  Cnmberland,  informing  me  that  W.  G.  Brownlow  was  in  Fentress 
County,  Tennessee,  advancing  this  way  with  1,500  to  2,500  men.  I 
heard  two  days  ago  that  Brownlow  was  certainly  in  jail  in  Knoxville, 
and  no  doubt  felt  that  he  would  be  hung. 

There  is  no  reliable  news  here  of  interest,  except  that  Morgan  or  some 
other  rebel  is  ravaging  the  county  of  Metcalfe  and  toting  oW  the  stock 
of  all  kinds.  Zollicofter  is  sending  large  trains  of  wagons  both  into 
Tennessee  ami  to  Celina  on  the  river  to  be  shipped  south. 

My  messenger  returned  without  meeting  the  messenger  from  your 
headquarters. 

Eespectfully,  &c.,  J.  T.  BOYLE, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 

P.  S. — You  will  do  me  a personal  favor  and  the  public  a service  if  you 
will  see  that  Bramlette  and  his  held  officers  are  supplied  with  tents  and 
are  left  without  excuse  for  not  staying  in  camp. 


Headquarters, 

Somerset,  Ky.,  December  19,  1801. 

(Eeceived  December  25,  1861.) 

Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Lebanon,  Ky. : 

General:  To-day  has  passed  without  anything  worthy  of  note.  I 
have  seen  nothing  and  heard  nothing  of  the  enemy. 

One  of  my  regiments  is  scouting  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy^s  camp 
to-night,  and  may  bring  in  something  of  interest  by  morning. 

A party  of  Colonel  Hoskins’  men  returned  this  morning  from  a two 
days’  scout  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  bringing  nine  Belgium  rifles 
and  a few  blankets  and  knapsacks,  taken  in  a slight  skirmish  with  the 
enemy  on  that  side  of  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHOEPE, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  First  Kentuclcy  Brigade. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  37.  ) Louisville,  Ky.,  Deceinber  19,  1861. 

* * * * * * * 

XII.  The  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Brigades  (Boyle  and  Carter)  will 
report  direct  to  this  office  and  receive  orders  from  these  headquarters. 

* * ***** 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Buell: 

OLIVEE  D.  GEEENE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Some  matters  of  detail  omitted. 
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• Washington,  D.  C.,  December  20,  ISGl. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  0.  Buell,  Louisville^  Ky. : 

Do  you  need  more  regiments  tlian  are  now  under  your  orders  j if  so, 
how  many  ? 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant- General, 


Louisville,  Ky.,  December  21. 

L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General: 

I am  not  willing  to  say  that  I need  more  regiments.  I can  use  more 
with  decided  advantage  if  they  can  be  sent.  There  are  extravagant 
rumors  and  great  alarm  in  regard  to  an  invasion  of  Eastern  Kentucky. 
I regard  the  rumors  as  greatly  exaggerated.  I have  no  faith  in  the 
reports  of  very  heavy  columns,  but  1 have  no  doubt  of  demonstrations 
in  that  direction,  and  would  like  to  be  able  to  remove  even  the  appre- 
hension of  danger. 

My  inquiry  of  the  Governor  of  Ohio  in  regard  to  his  available  regi- 
ments, if  your  dispatch  alludes  to  that,  was  only  precautionary,  looking 
beyond  the  Cumberland,  and  regarding  the  campaign  up  to  it  as  proba- 
bly brief.  The  force  to  operate  in  that  direction  should  at  least  not  be 
reduced  by  detachments.  It  ought  rather  to  be  increased.  I will  write 
by  mail. 

D.  C.  BUTELL, 

Brigadier-General, 


• Lebanon,  Ky.,  December  20,  1801. 
Brigadier- General  Buell,  Louisville^  -K^/.  : 

; Nothing  additional  from  Somerset  up  to  17th  instant.  General  Boyle 
reports  all  quiet  near  Columbia.  Citizens  near  Edmonton  report  con- 
f stant  depredations  by  the  rebels. 


GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Brigadie-r- Generaly  U.  S,  Volunteers, 


Headquarters, 
Lebanon^  Ky.,  December  21,  1801. 

Brig.  Gen.  Albin  Schofpf, 

Commanding  at  Somerset^  Ky. : 

General:  Yours  of  the  18tli  was  received  yesterday.  When  you  . 
reported  to  me  some  days  since  the  position  of  Zollicofter  I immediately 
telegraphed  to  General  Buell,  and  suggested  making  a move  on  the 
enemy  in  front  whilst  you  crossed  the  river  and  attacked  him  in  the 
rear,  but  have  received  no  answer  from  him. 

Under  the  circumstances  I think  it  will  be  best  to  keep  a close  w^atcli 
on  him,  and  if  you  can  draw  him  out  or  catch  him  off  his  guard  attack 
him. 

It  may  be  that  General  Buell  wishes  him  to  be  detained  on  the  Cum- 
berland until  tbe  troops  on  the  line  to  Nashville  are  ready  to  move. 
He  has  not  communicated  any  of  his  plans  to  me,  but  requires  that  I 
shall  keep  my  troops  together  and  be  prepared  to  move  ])romptly  in 
any  direction.  I will  try  to  send  you  two  of  Colonel  Wolford’s  com- 
panies from  his  camp,  but  you  wIK  hud  them  but  little  better  than  those 
you  have. 
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General  Boyle  writes  me  that  his  scouts  report  that  Zollicofferis  send- 
ing a large  number  of  wagons  to  Celina,  on  the  Cumberland,  to  be 
shipped  west. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding, 


Headquarters, 

Somerset,,  Ky.,  December  21,  1861. 

(Eeceived  December  24,  1861.) 

Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Division^  Lebanon,  Ky.: 

General:  Since  my  last  nothing  of  interest  has  occurred.  The 
enemy  remains  quietly  in  the  vicinity  of  Mill  Springs,  in  his  fortified 
position.  Our  pickets  sometimes  come  in  view  of  each  other  about  mid- 
way, but  I have  no  information  to  induce  me  to  think  that  he  meditates 
an  attack,  while  I have  refrained  from  attacking  him  for  reasons  before 
suggested,  namely,  nothing  would  be  gained  by  taking  his  fortified 
position,  while  a certain  heavy  loss  of  life  on  our  part  must  necessarily 
be  sustained. 

1 am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SOHOEPF, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  First  Kentucky  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville,  Ky.,  December  22,  1861. 

General  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Lebanon: 

Sir:  Acting  Brigadier-General  Carter  reports  that  by  your  orders 
it  is  forbidden  to  receive  fugitive  slaves  into  camp,  and  that  occasion- 
ally slaves  belonging  to  rebels  in  East  Tennessee  make  their  escape 
from  their  owners  and  apply  to  him  for  protection  and  are  employed  by 
officers  as  servants. 

The  general  directs  that  exceptions  be  made  in  regard  to  fugitives  in 
such  cases. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  FEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Chief  of  Staff, 


Headquarters  District  op  Cairo, 

Cairo,  December  22,  1861. 

Capt.  J.  C.  Kelton,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 

A deserter  from  the  Confederate  Army  has  been  in  this  evening.  He 
reports  that  the  militia  from  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana  are 
flowing  into  Columbus  by  every  boat  and  every  train.  They  are  armed 
with  muskets,  shot-guns,  and  ordinary  rifles.  He  also  reports  the  sink- 
ing of  submarine  batteries,  shortness  of  provisions  in  Columbus,  and 
discontent  among  the  troops. 

It  has  been  reported  to  me  that  a trade  is  being  carried  on  with  the 
South  by  the  way  of  Jonesborough,  in  this  State,  thence  to  the  Missis- 
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sippi  Eiver  and  through  Missouri 5 also  that  ah  arinhd'^ody'of  despera- 
does infest  the  Illinois  shore  where  these  goods ' dre ‘-hrdssedt  ^ have 
ordered  a company  of  cavalry,  raised  in  the  neighborhcpd  of>  Jpues- 
borough,  to  the  scene  of  these  infractions  ph,  th^law,  witlv  the  hope  of 
breaking  up  this  traffic  and  this  body  of  men’  ^The  cavalry  will  leave 
to-morrow,  taking  with  them  ten  days’  rations.-^* ' 

, Ti:’S  “GE  A'KT,’ 
Brigadier- General, 


December  23,  18G1: 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan,  U.  S.  A.: 

My  Dear  Friend  : I thought  proper  to  give  a more  regular  direc- 
tion to  my  reply  to  the  Adjutant-General’s  telegraphic  inquiry  in  regard 
to  troops  for  Kentucky.  Depend  on  my  extreme  caution,  and  allow  me 
after  all  to  put  it  into  your  hands  for  such  disposition  as  you  may  think 
proper.  I am  about  to  start  to  Lebanon  to  look  into  Thomas’  division. 
The  little  affiair  in  front  of  Munfordville  was  really  one  of  the  hand- 
somest things  of  the  season.  Our  neighbors  in  part  begin  to  show  signs 
of  being  interested.  They  are  destroying  the  railroads  and  receiving 
some  re-enforcements;  not,  I think,  to  any  great  amount  yet.  A dis- 
patch of  the  13th,  from  Memphis,  states  that  10,000  have  been  sent  to 
Bowling  Green  from  Columbus,  but  I do  not  hear  of  their  arrival.  I 
shall  write  you  soon. 

Truly,  yours, 

. D.  C.  BUELL. 


P.  S. — I wrote  at  length  several  days  ago,  since  your  letter  of  the  8th. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville^  Ky.,  December  23,  1861. 

General  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  U.  8.  Army,,  Washington,,  D,  G.: 

Sir:  Some  explanation  of  the  condition  of  things  here  will  enable  the 
General-in-Chief  to  decide  upon  the  question  submitted  in  your  tele- 
graph as  to  the  necessity  of  more  troops  in  this  department. 

Our  returns  show  an  aggregate  of  some  70,000 — about  57,000  for  duty. 
In  these  are  included  several  Kentucky  regiments  not  yet  mustered  in, 
but  doing  duty — at  least  one  regiment  of  cavalry,  that  is  worthless  for 
the  present  (the  Pennsylvania  regiment) — and  some  ten  raw  regiments 
from  Indiana  and  Ohio,  that  I have  taken  at  the  solicitation  of  their 
Governors,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  them  from  the  demoralizing 
influences  of  home  ,and  to  put  them  under  some  system  of  discipline. 
These  troops,  although  unfit  at  this  time  for  active  service,  have  never- 
theless a certain  moral  effect,  and  are  even  practically  useful  as  guards 
to  depots,  &c.  More  Kentucky  regiments  are  being  consolidated  and 
organized,  but  the  process  is  tedious,  and  they  generally  lack  discipline 
and  preparation  more  than  the  other  troops. 

The  efficient  force  may  be  set  down  now  at  about  50,000.  Its  condi- 
tion, as  regards  discipline,  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that,  although 
it  has  greatly  improved,  there  are  still  5,500  officers  and  men  absent 
with  leave  and  1,100  without  leave,  and  there  is  not  much  difference 
between  the  two  classes. 

In  coming  through  Cincinnati  ,from  Western  Virginia  some  of  the 
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Ohio  and  of  some  that  came  through  to  this  place 

officers"  ahd'solclieis  ^piit  themselves  on  the  cars  and  went  offi  in  con- 
tempt of  authority^  until  they  were  stopped  by  the  provost-guard.  But 
this 'cohditid?!' of  tbrngsvl^  feel  assured,  is  changing.  I have  found  it 
necessary  to  make  some  summary  examples,  and  have  instituted  courts- 
martiai  aaii  boa nrb?' examination,  which  will  work  some  good  results 
at  least. 

In  none  of  the  armies  of  the  Government  is  there  so  great  a lack  of 
experienced  officers  in  every  branch  of  the  service.  One  of  the  greatest 
evils  I have  to  contend  with  is  the  ill-judged  interference  of  the  State 
authorities  for  what  they  erroneously  consider  the  welfare  of  their 
troops.  A system  of  direct  communication  and  administration  has  been 
going  on  between  them.  Agents  of  various  descriptions  are  sent  among 
the  troops,  and  the  effect  is  in  the  last  degree  ruinous.  It  originated, 
perhaps,  in  a want  of  the  proper  means  of  administration  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  at  first,  and  will,  I have  no  doubt,  soon  cease.  In  fact, 
I think  is  already  in  a fair  way  of  disappearing. 

The  i)lan  which  I propose  for  the  troops  here  is  one  of  defense  on  the 
east  and  of  invasion  on  the  south.  For  the  latter  I think  it  will  not  be 
necessary  for  me  to  do  more  than  suggest  that  the  force  ought  to  be 
increased  rather  than  diminished.  However,  a timely  and  efficient  co- 
operation from  other  quarters  will  materially  affect  this  question.  For 
the  former  I do  not  think  a large  force  is  necessary.  An  inroad  (I 
should  rather  say  a raid)  is  now  threatened  by  the  way  of  Prestonburg 
and  Whitesburg.  The  numbers  are  variously  estimated  by  rumor.  IMy 
supposition  is  that -there  may  be  3,000  men  at  Whitesburg,  and  that 
there  probably  are  2,000  near  Prestonburg.  I have  no  fear  that  either 
of  them  will  make  any  considerable  advance  into  the  State  even  against 
a weak  opposition,  but  they  dei)redate  upon  the  frontier  counties  and 
produce  suffering  and  alarm. 

I have  now  one  squadron  of  Ohio  cavalry  and  one  Ohio  and  two  Ken- 
tucky regiments  of  infantry  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sandy  to  move  on  Pres- 
tonburg, and  three  squadrons  of  Kentucky  cavalry  and  one  regiment  of 
Ohio  infantry  moving  in  the  same  direction  by  the  way  of  Paris  and 
Mount  Sterling.  My  orders,  on  the  return  of  General  Kelson,  were  for 
one  regiment  to  remain  at  Prestonburg,  and  that  at  the  time  was  sup- 
posed to  be  sufficient,  and  perhaps  would  have  been  if  it  had  remained 
there;  but  it  was  withdrawn  to  Louisa  by  the  State  authorities,  to  be 
mustered  in,  and  recently,  on  the  appearance  of  the  force  at  Preston- 
burg, retired  to  the  mouth  of  the  Sandy. 

It  has  been  so  inconvenient  to  take  extraordinary  precautions  against 
invasion  from  the  east  that  I considered  it  wiser  to  trust  to  the  chances 
that  they  would  not  be  necessary.  If  I had  the  means  I would  put  an 
efficient  brigade  to  operate  towards  Whitesburg,  though  it  will  prob- 
ably not  be  necessary  if  the  operations  towards  Prestonburg  are  en- 
tirely successful,  because  that  will  endanger  the  rear  of  the  rebel  force 
at  Whitesburg. 

In  the  absence  of  such  means  as  I would  wish  I do  not  despair  ot 
getting  together  some  force  that  will  answer  the  purpose  in  a less  satis- 
factory manner,  if  necessary.  I have  a new,  but  I am  told  a very  good, 
Ohio  regiment  at  Lexington,  which  can  operate  in  either  direction,  and 
hope  soon  to  have  more  Kentucky  regiments  that  I can  use  for  the  same 
purpose. 

The  brigade  which  I had  organized  in  the  Cumberland  Gap  route  has 
been  partially  deranged  by  the  unauthorized  call  of  General  Schoepf  on 
it  to  re-enforce  Somerset.  I shall  reinstate  it  as  soon  as  possible. 
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It  can  hardly  be  necessary  for  me  to  add  that,  unless  some  consider- 
able success  is  gained  in  the  operations  this  winter  towards  Tennessee, 
large  re-enforcements  will  be  required  in  the  spring. 

With  regard  to  the  attitude  of  the  people  of  Kentucky,  I believe  the 
mass  of  them  are  loyal  to  the  Union ; and  this  is  not  con  lined  to  the  old 
men,  as  has  been  asserted.  Evidence  of  it  may  be  found  in  the  fact 
that  some  20,000  troops,  composed  of  the  best  material  in  the  State,  are 
now  being  organized,  and  the  number  could  be  largely  increased.  But 
there  are  communities  in  which  the  rebel  element  ])redominates,  and  it 
acts  with  the  greatest  boldness,  from  the  fact  that  many  of  the  loyal 
men  have  entered  the  service  of  the  Government. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General^  Gommayiding. 


Columbia,  Ky.,  Bece^nber  23,  18G1. 

(Eeceived  December  25,  1861.) 


General  George  H.  Thomas: 


The  enemy  is  closing  in  upon  us;  his  pickets  are  near  us  in  three  di- 
rections, viz,  Grider’s  Ferry,  on  the  Glasgow  road,  and  Somerset.  A 
skirmish  took  place  this  evening  at  Grider’s  Ferry  between  4 of  our  cav- 
alry and  1 Home  Guard  against  15  of  the  enemy.  The  firing  was  across 
the  river;  2 or  3 of  the  enemy  and  1 horse  killed;  no  injury  to  our  men. 
The  enemy  fled,  but  returned  with  re-enforcements,  and  I have  ordered 
four  companies  of  cavalry  to  sustain  our  men. 

In  direction  of  Somerset,  about  25  miles  from  this,  500  of  the  enemy 
have  been  encamped  for  two  days.  In  direction  of  Glasgow  some  200 
have  been  encamped  for  several  days,  20  miles  off. 

Haggard’s  cavalry  are  not  in  condition  for  service.  His  horses  are 
not  shod,  and  it  seems  impracticable  to  get  it  done  here.  Wolford’s 
cavalry  is  too  remote  for  any  available  use,  imbedded  in  the  Green  Eiver 
hills. 

Typhoid  fever  is  striking  our  men  a heavy  blow ; 233  of  my  regiment 
now  down,  and  dying  daily.  My  loss  is  greater  here  than  during  all  the 
preceding  service.  Unless  we  are  moved  the  regiment  will  soon  become 
greatly  weakened.  While  marching  we  never  have  any  sick ; when  we 
stop  the  men  sicken  and  fall  like  leaves.  Safety  to  human  life,  aside 
from  the  defense  of  the  country,  demands  our  moving.  If  we  cannot  get 
to  move  upon  the  enemy,  it  is  our  earnest  desire  that  he  will  move  on 
us,  and  the  sooner  the  better  for  us.  We  would  rather  die  in  battle  than 
on  a bed  of  fever. 

Eespectfully, 


THO.  E.  BEAMLETTE, 

• Colonel^  Commanding  Post. 


Headquarters  Twelfth  Brigade, 

Somerset.,  December  23,  1861. 
(Eeceived  December  25,  1861.) 

Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Division^  Lebanon.,  Ky. : 

General  : Captain  Fry,  Company  F,  Second  Eegiment  East  Ten- 
• nessee  Yolunteers,  was  detailed  for  special  service  in  October  last,  by 
33  R R — VOL  VII 
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your  orders,  and  left  for  Tennessee  in  company  with  my  brother,  Kev. 
NV.  B.  Carter.  I fear  that  he  has  been  ca])t‘nred  by  the  rebels,  and,  if 
not,  that  he  is  so  environed  by  them  as  to  leave  but  little  hope  of  his 
being  able  to  return  to  his  regiment.  His  company  is  of  course  still 
without  a captain.  I wish  your  advice  as  to  whether  it  will  or  will  not 
be  advisable,  under  the  circumstances,  to  have  the  position  filled  by  a 
new  appointment.  I write  at  the  request  of  the  colonel  of  the  Second 
Eegiment. 

We  are  still  lying  idle,  hoping  that  some  move  is  in  progress  from  Co- 
lumbia to  get  in  Zollicofier’s  rear.  The  position  he  holds  is  said  to  be  a 
very  strong  one,  and  our  force  in  comparison  to  his  is  too  weak  to  justify 
making  a diversion  so  as  to  attack  on  both  sides  the  river  at  same  time 
or  to  even  assault  his  works  on  this  side.  Such,  at  all  events,  seems  to 
be  the  view  held  by  those  who  ought  to  have  the  means  of  knowing. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  CABTER, 

Acting  Brigadier -General^  Commanding  Twelfth  Brigade. 


Hdqrs.  First  BEia.,  First  Div.,  Dept,  of  the  Ohio, 

Somerset.^  Ky.^  Decemher  23,  1801. 

(Received  December  24,  1861.) 

Capt.  George  E.  Flynt, 

Assistant  Adjntant-Generaf  First  Division^  Lebanon^  Ky. : 

Captain  : In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  22d  instant  I would 
beg  leave  to  state  that  upon  the  arrival  of  Captain  Prime,  on  or  about 
tfie  2d  December,  I proceeded  with  him  to  examine  the  banks  of  the 
Cumberland  River,  with  a view  of  selecting  a location  for  the  closed 
work  ordered  in  your  communication  of  the  30th  November. 

xAfter  a careful  examination  of  the  ground  Captain  Prime  was  con- 
vinced that  the  river  bank  presented  no  suitable  location  for  a work  of 
this  nature  within  the  neighborhood  where  it  was  desirable  to  have  it. 

The  ground  immediately  on  the  river  was  too  low,  and  liable  to  a 
plunging  fire  from  the  enemy’s  guns  on  the  opposite  bluff,  while  the  bluff* 
on  this  side  the  river  was  too  elevated  to  get  a sufficient  depression  of 
the  gun  to  make  it  eff'ective  on  any  part  of  the  river,  which  facts  were  ^ 
stated  in  a communication  from  Captain  Prime  to  the  general  command-  ^ 
ing  the  department  direct  after  being  submitted  to  me  for  perusal.  - 

On  the  4th  instant  Captain  Prime,  while  reconnoitering  the  enemy’s 
position  some  12  miles  lower  down  the  river,  was  (with  Major  Helveti,  " 
First  Kentucky  Cavalry)  captured  by  the  enemy,  and  the  fact  reported  ‘ 
to  the  commander  of  the  division  in  my  communication  of  the  8th  in- 
slant,  this  time  being  allowed  to  elapse  before  reporting  the  case,  in  the  ^ 
hope  that  they  were  only  cut  Off*  from  their  party  and  would  make  their  } 
way  back  to  camp. 

The  intrenching  tools  arrived  some  ten  days  since.  ft 

I await  further  orders. 

Quiet  has  prevailed  around  Somerset  for  the  past  three  days.  My  f 
scouts  extend  to  the  river  on  the  south  and  to  Fishing  Creek  on  the  Y 
west,  sometimes  coming  in  view  of  the  enemy’s  scouts  on  the  west  side 
of  the  creek.  | 

I am,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHOEPF, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  First  Kentuchy  Brigade. 
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General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dist.  Southeast  Missouri, 

No.  22.  ) Cairo,  Decemher  23,  18G1. 

In  pursuance  of  Special  Orders,  No.  78,  from  headquarters  Depart- 
ment of  the  Missouri,  the  name  of  this  military  district  will  be  known 
as  the  District  of  Cairo,  and  will  include  all  the  southern  part  of  Illinois, 
that  part  of  Kentucky  west  of  the  Cumberland  Eiver,  and  the  southern 
counties  of  Missouri  south  of  Cape  Girardeau.  . 

The  force  at  Shawneetown  will  be  under  the  immediate  command  of 
Col.  T.  H.  Cavanaugh,  Sixth  Illinois  Cavalry,  who  will  consolidate  the 
reports  of  his  command  weekly  and  forward  to  these  headquarters. 

All  troops  that  are  or  may  be  stationed  along  the  bank  of  che  Ohio, 
on  both  sides  of  the  river,  enst  of  Caledonia  and  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Cumberland,  will  be  included  in  the  command,  having  headquarters  at 
Paducah,  Ky. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  A.  Paine  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  forces  at 
Bird’s  Point,  Mo. 

* * * * # 

For  the  information  of  that  portion  of  this  command  newly  attached 
the  following  list  of  staff  officers  is  published : 

Capt.  John  A.  Bawlins,  assistant  adjutant-general. 

Capt.  Clark  B.  Lagow,  aide-de-camp. 

Capt.  William  S.  Hilly er,  aide-de-camp. 

Maj.  John  Eiggin,  jr.,  volunteer  aide-de-camp. 

Capt.  E.  B.  Hatch,  assistant  quartermaster,  G.  S.  Yolunteers,  chief 
quartermaster. 

Capt.  W.  W.  Leland,  commissary  subsistence  U.  S.  Yolunteers,  chief 
commissary. 

Capt.  W.  F.  Brinck,  ordnance  officer. 

Surg.  James  Simons,  U.  S.  Army,  medical  director. 

Asst.  Surg.  J.  F.  Taggart,  JJ.  S.  Army,  medical  purveyor. 

Maj.  I.  N.  Cooke,  paymaster. 

Col.  J.  D.  Webster,  chief  of  staff  and  chief  of  engineers. 

By  order  of  U.  S.  Grant,  brigadier- general  commanding: 

JNO.  A.  EAWLINS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Louisyille,  Decemher  24,  1861 — 8 p.  m. 

General  Buell, 

Lebanon  and  Lebanon  Junction : 

Nothing  reported  from  Munfordville.  McCook  this  afternoon  re- 
ported the  enemy  as  having  retired  beyond  Cave  City.  Enemy’s  pickets 
at  Bell’s,  5 miles  below  Cave  City,  and  that  they  were  obstructing  the 
turniiike.  Also  that  Floyd,  with  his  brigade,  had  arrived  at  Bowling 
Green.  McCook  asked  authority  to  work  on  railroad  bridge  over  Green 
Eiver. 

JAMES  B.  FEY. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Ohio, 

'Louisville,  Ky.,  December  25,  1861. 

Hon.  E.  C.  WicivLiPPE, 

House  of  Bepreseniatives,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Dear  Sir  : I have  received  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  inclosing 
the  copy  of  a bill  now  pending  in  the  Senate  for  raising  20,000  twelve- 
months  volunteers  in  Kentucky  for  the  defense  of  the  State.  You  have 
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done  me  tlie  honor  to  ask  my  views  in  regard  to  tlie  measure.  I regret 
that  tli(‘y  must  differ  from  yoiir  own  and  from  the  high  authority  of  the 
Alilitary  Committee  and  the  vote  of  the  House. 

The  proposition  is  open  to  grave  objections.  It  will  not  produce  effi- 
cient troops,  and  will  soon  break  up  the  regiments  already  raised.  The 
existing  laws  for  organizing  volunteers  are  better,  and  under  them  any 
necessary  force  can  easily  be  raised  in  Kentucky.  The  special  object  of 
the  force  will  operate  against  its  utility.  Troops  whose  obligations  are 
tacitly  confined  to  a sectional  object  are  not  apt  to  conform  efficiently 
to  a control  whose  object  is  national.  In  general  terms,  the  force  which 
the  bill  proposes  to  create  is  open  to  the  objections  on  the  score  of  effi- 
ciency and  economy,  which  apply  to  all  temporary  levies  5 and,  in  addi- 
tion, is  liable  to  others  growing  out  of  peculiar  circumstances.  I should 
deprecate  the  efiect  of  them  on  Kentucky  herself.  The  war,  I hope  and 
believe,  will  not  long  remain  within  her  borders  j and  while  it  does  it  is 
not  necessary  that  it  should  have  entirely  the  character  of  civil  war. 

There  is  another  objection  which,  although  founded  as  I believe  on 
weighty  reasons,  partakes  perhaps  too  much  of  the  nature  of  a senti- 
ment to  appear  becomingly  in  an  answer  to  your  inquiry.  I deprecate 
the  plan  of  throwing  the  defense  of  a State  upon  her  own  people.  I 
would  see  the  national  force  extending  protection  to  every  section  and 
the  people  of  every  State  uniting  for  the  defense  of  the  nation.  The 
claiming  of  troops  according  to  States  is  to  my  mind  fraught  with  evils 
of  serious  magnitude,  and  at  least  it  certainly  does  impair  their  tone 
and  efficiency.  The  effect  of  the  opposite  course  is  always  harmonizing 
and  beneficial. 

I can  hardly  expect  that  any  of  these  reasons  will  strike  you  with  all 
the  strength  of  my  convictions,  and  I submit  them  with  great  apprehen- 
sion, lest  I may  be  considered  to  have  stepped  beyond  the  limits  which 
your  letter  contemplated  for  me. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters,  Somerset.,  Ky.,  December  25,  1861. 

(Beceived  December  27,  1861.) 

Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Division.,  &c.,  Lebanon,  Ky.: 

General  : Kothing  has  occurred  during  the  last  twenty-four  hours 
to  attract  attention.  Everything  remains  as  at  last  report  in  my  camx), 
and  as  far  as  I can  learn  the  same  may  be  said  of  that  of  the  enemy. 

[ shall  make  another  effort  to-morrow  to  draw  him  out  for  a fair  fight, 
but  with  what  success  I know  not,  but  will  report  the  result. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHOEPF, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  First  Kentuclcy  Brigade. 


Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

Cairo,  December  26,  1861. 

General  D.  C.  Buell, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ohio,  Louisville,  Ky. : 

I inclose  you  herewith  an  order  defining  the  limits  of  my  command.* 
The  object  is  that  you  may  know  its  extent  and  to  express  to  you  a 
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desire  to  co-operate  with  you  as  far  as  practicable,  especially  in  sup- 
pressing the  smuggliug  that  is  now  being  carried  on  along  the  Ohio  to 
some  extent  with  the  enemy.  I would  respectfully  request  a copy  ot 
such  orders  as  you  may  have  published  on  this  subject. 

U!  S.  GRANT, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Columbia,  Ky.,  December  26,  1861. 

(Received  December  27,  1861.) 

General  George  H.  Thomas: 

The  section  of  artillery  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Nell  was  for- 
warded this  morning,  as  directed.  Lieutenant  Nell  is  not  able  to  accom- 
pany his  pieces,  as  you  will  perceive  from  inclosed  certificate  of  assist- 
ant surgeon.  Lieutenant  Nell  has  had  an  attack  of  fever  and  not  yet 
recovered.  Although  on  foot  and  in  the  camp,  he  is  very  feeble,  and  I 
fear  about  to  have  a relapse.  He  will  be  forward,  you  may  rely  upon, 
fully  as  soon  as  he  ought  to  in  his  condition. 

The  rumor  reached  here  this  evening  that  General  Nelson  had  reached 
Glasgow.  Heavy  cannonading  was  heard  here  for  some  six  hours  on  the 
24th,  which  we  understand  was  about  Cave  City.  The  enemy  had  his 
scouts  near  us  again  last  night ; ours  fired  on  them  8 miles  from  here, 
but  did  no  execution,  save  run  them,  so  far  as  known. 

Respectfully, 

X THO.  E.  BRAMLETTE. 


Paducah,  December  27,  1861. 
Brigadier-General  Cullum  and  General  D.  C.  Buell: 

The  whole  force  at  Camp  Beauregard  commenced  going  to  Bowling 
Green  on  the  25th  instant.  It  consists  of  Bowen’s  division,  say,  eight 
regiments,  6,000  men,  with  twelve  field  guns  and  500  horse,  ordered  to 
be  at  Bowling  Green  by  the  29th  instant.  This  is  reliable. 

C.  E.  SMITH, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Camp  Boyle,  December  27,  1861 — 9 p.  m. 

General  Thomas: 

The  enemy  is  at  Jamestown,  18  miles  from  here,  some  3,000  strong. 
He  has  ascertained  the  strength  and  position  of  Colonel  Wolford’s  camp, 
and  threatens  to  destroy  that  before  moving  farther.  He  has  1,700 
mounted  men,  armed  mostly  as  infantry.  With  such  force  Wolford 
would  be  cut  off  without  remedy ; I have  ordered  him  under  the  circum- 
stances of  necessity  to  move  up  here  with  his  stores  and  troops,  to  co- 
operate with  me  in  an  attack  upon  the  enemy,  should  he  move  toward 
Burkesville  or  this  place.  I would  not  be  surprised  if  the  whole  of  Zol- 
licoffer’s  forces  were  to  be  on  us  in  two  or  three  days.  They  must  be 
retiring  from  before  Somerset,  either  intending  to  attack  here  or  move 
down  the  river  to  Burkesville,  and  thence  to  join  Buckner.  In  either 
case  we  intend  here  to  meet  him.  Our  situation  is,  however,  somewhat 
critical — no  artillery,  and  threatened  on  both  flanks  by  suiierior  num- 
bers, and  nobody  to  help  us. 

We  will,  however,  strike  a blow,  even  if  left  to  ourselves,  that  shall 
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terrify  tlie  rebel  hell-hounds  wherever  they  hear  of  us.  Eetreat  we  will 
uot,  and  if  they  come  upon  us  we  will  fight  the  fight  of  desperation  to 
win.  We  have  too  much  stores  here  to  leave,  too  many  sick  to  move, 
and  they  must  and  shall  be  defended  with  the  last  life  we  have  to  spare; 
and  if  we,  after  the  frequent  notifications  of  our  position  to  division  and 
department  headquarters,  are  cut  to  pieces  for  the  want  of  the  necessary 
means  of  defense,  the  fault  will  not  be  ours. 

Eespectfully, 

THO.  E.  BEAMLETTE, 
Colonel j Commanding  Post. 


Headquarters, 
Somerset,  Ky.,  December  27,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Division,  &c.,  Lebanon,  Ky. : 

General  : I have  sent  out  small  parties  for  the  last  two  days  before 
the  enemy’s  position,  but  he  has  made  no  response  so  far.  I have  set  a 
trap  for  his  scouts  (about  40  men)  to-night ; if  I succeed,  it  may  induce 
him  to  attempt  a retaliation,  ending  in  a general  fight. 

Having  reason  to  believe  that  he  contemplates  going  into  the  coal 
business  on  the  Cumberland,  I shall  send  out  a party  to-morrow  land 
destroy  the  boats  alongshore  to  the  coal  banks. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SOHOEPE, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding  First  Kentuclcy'  Brigade. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Eo.  23(J).  ) Louisville,  Ky.,  December  27,  1861.  ^ 

The  issuing  of  proclamations  or  other  similar  addresses  to  the  public 
bj^  generals  or  other  subordinate  officers  in  this  department  is  prohib- 
ited. 

By  command  of  General  Buell : 

JAMES  B.  EEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Chief  of  Staff. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

No.  26.  ) . Cairo,  December  28,  1861. 

Whereas  there  are  now  at  Cape  Girardeau,  Paducah,  Smithland,  and 
Cave  in  Eock,  places  within  this  military  district,  many  persons  who 
have  been  driven  from  their  homes  and  deprived  of  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence by  the  acts  of  disloyal  citizens  of  Kentucky  and  Missouri,  aud 
tbeir  substance  taken  for  the  support  of  a rebellion  against  this  Gov- 
ernment, humanity  dictates  that  these  people  should  be  comfortably 
supported,  and  justice  demands  that  the  class  of  persons  who  have  caused 
their  sufferings  should  bear  the  expense  of  the  same : 

It  is  ordered,  therefore,  that  at  the  place  named  suitable  quarters 
shall  be  provided  and  contributions  collected  for  their  support,  and  ac- 
counted for  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  General  Orders,  No.  24,  from 
headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri,  with  this  addition: 

Persons  of  Northern  birth  and  education  who  are  liable  to  assessment 
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under  tliis  order  will  be  taxed  50  per  cent,  more  than  Soutliern  men  of 
their  class  and  means. 

The  refugees  at  Cave  in  Eock  will  be  invited  ^and  means  of  transpor- 
tation provided  to  Smithland  or  Paducah. 

These  contributions  will  be  collected  as  far  out  as  the  military  arm 
can  securely  extend,  -and  at  these  distant  i)oiuts  will  be  assessed  and 
collected  without  the  intervening  of  time  between  assessment  and  col- 
lection. 

Commanding  officers  at  Paducah,  Ky.,  and  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  are 
particularly  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  order. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant : 

JISTO.  A.  EAWLmS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Lebanon,  Ky.,  Becember  28,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Buell,  Louisville^  Ky. : ^ 

Colonel  Bramlette  writes  at  7 [0]  p.  m.  last  evening,  confirming  his 
report  of  yesterday,  that  the  enemy  are  at  Jamestown,  about  3,000  strong. 
Shall  I move  down  to  Columbia  to  Bramlette’s  aid  One  brigade  might 
be  moved  and  let  supplies  follow. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier- General^  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


Louisville,  Beeeinber  28,  1861. 
(Received  Lebanon,  December  28,  1861.) 

General  Thomas,  Lebanon: 

Yes,  go  on,  not  to  his  aid,  but  to  the  object  we  discussed  j that  is  what 
I want  done,  and  to  be  entirely  successful  it  must  be  conducted  with 
secrecy  and  without  anj^  tarrying  on  the  road. 

Order  supplies  to  be  purchased  there  as  well  as  sent. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Camp  Boyle,  Becember  28,  1861. 

Gen.  Georoe  H.  Thomas: 

The  pickets  sent  out  bring  in  the  news  that  the  rebels  have  fallen  back 
from  Jamestown  7 miles,  having  been  frightened  by  the  picket  fight  at 
Jamestown,  by  the  impression  that  the  forces  here  were  near  James- 
town and  in  front  of  their  movement. 

They  will  now  most  likely  recross  to  the  south  side  of  the  river  at 
Mill  Springs,  being  in  7 miles  of  that  crossing,  which  is  in  their  posses- 
sion. They  are  evidently  greatly  disturbed  by  their  ])osition,  and  1 think 
it  very  probable  will  now  retire,  by  the  same  route  they  came  iuto  Ken- 
tucky. That  they  are  retreating  or  about  to  do  so  I am  well  satisfied 
from  the  accounts  I get  of  theirA-ecent  acts  in  Clinton.  They  are  now 
seizing  everything  they  can  carry  off.  The  iuhabitants  are  fleeing  from 
before  their  marauding  parties,  that  devastate  as  they  go.  This  is  an 
evidence  of  their  retiring,  being  the  course  pursued  by  them  as  they 
leave.  The  forces  that  were  at  Jamestown  are  the  same  that  composed 
the  advance  guard  when  they  first  invaded  Kentucky,  viz,  Stanton  and 
Murray’s  regiments,  with  the  addition  of  McEea’s  regiment  of  cavalry 
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added  to  the  cavalry  of  Bledsoe.  That  they  purposed  passing  down 
the  river  on  the  north  side  is  ascertained  to  be  certain,  and  were  deterred 
by  supposing  that  the  Third  Kentucky,  Haggard^s,  and  Wolford’s  regi- 
ments were  intercepting  them. 

I think  it  possible  they  may  attempt  to  pass  back  through  Wayne, 
Clinton,  and  Cumberland  by  Burkesville.  I will  take  steps  to  watch, 
and  if  such  movement  is  attempted,  will  iuterceiit  and  thwart  it  at 
Burkesville. 

You  may  be  assured,  general,  that  while  lam  in  the  service  obedience 
to  orders  will  mark  my  actions.  But  these  devils  who  infest  the  country 
make  me  very  impatient  to  get  after  them  and  amongst  them,  and  I can 
but  give  [expression]  to  my  anxiety  to  move  upon  the  marauding  traitors. 

Colonel  Wolford  is  still  at  his  camp  on  Green  Biver  and  Avill  remain 
there  until  otherwise  ordered  from  headquarters.  His  position  is  dan- 
gerous, if  the  enemy  choose  to  avail  themselves  of  his  isolation.  It  is 
the  most  indefensible  position  that  could  be  selected  in  10  miles  of  that 
place,  and  places  him  where  all  escape  could  be  wholly  cut  off. 

Eespectfully,  » 


THO.  E.  BEAMLETTE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post, 


December  29 — 7 o’clock. 

No  change  since  yesterday.  The  rebels  occupy  the  same  position  and 
are  seizing  all  in  their  reach. 

Eespectfully,  THO.  E.  BEAMLETTE. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  December  29,  1861 — 12  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

1 had  designed  12,000,  but  when  so  much  depends  on  circumstances 
which  may  arise  while  our  transportation  is  getting  read^^  it  would  be 
vain  to  say  the  enemj^  is  not  idle;  and,  as  he  travels  only  by  railroad, 
Avhen  he  gets  started  he  travels  faster.  1 am  writing  you  to-night. 
Schoeijf  is  not  incompetent,  but  has  not  shown  much  enterprise  at  Som- 
erset. I must  reserve  my  judgment  about  him.  Loath  to  recommend 
any  colonels  yet. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  December  29,  1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

CommaKf^ding  IT.  S.  Army : 

My^  Dear  Friend  : It  startles  me  to  think  how  much  time  has  elapsed 
since  my  arrival  and  to  find  myself  still  in  Louisville.  I certainly  have 
had  a good  deal  to  do  and  have  been  very  busy  about  it,  but  I am  sat- 
isfied that  very  few  men  accomiffish  as  much  as  is  i)ossible,  and  1 
cannot  assume  to  be  an  exception.  It  has  taken  time  to  get  necessary 
supplies,  but  transportation  is  the  great  trouble  I have  to  deal  with. 
Swords  is  physically  unequal  to  the  Emergency,  and  he  has  but  few 
assistants.  I telegraphed  you  last  night  that  it  would  be  necessary  to 
make  a change,  though  I did  it  with  very  great  regret.  Dickerson,  I 
am  assured,  is  capable,  and  he  has  at  least  the  merit  of  physical  vigor. 
I hope  the  transfer  will  have  been  made  at  once.  The  shortcomings  of 
subordinates  I always  regard  as  the  fault  of  the  commander,  and  so  I 
devsire  to  make  no  excuse  for  my  tardiness  out  of  these  delays. 
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I have  this  moment  received  your  dispatch.  I intend  a coluum  of 

12.000  men,  with  three  batteries,  for  East  Tennessee;  but,  as  I have 
telegraphed  you,  it  is  imx^ossible  to  fix  a time  for  it  to  be  there,  so  much 
depends  on  the  circumstances  which  may  arise  in  the  mean  time. 

My  unavoidable  advance  to  Green  Eiver  has  thoroughly  startled  the 
enemy  and  he  is  strengthening  himself  in  men  and  positions  rapidly. 
0.  F.  Saiith  telegrax)hs  me  that  two  brigades,  with  twelve  guns,  say 
0,000  men,  were  ordered  from  Camx)  Beauregard  to  beat  Bowling  Green 
yesterday,  and  I have  information  that  Floyd’s  division,  say  0,000,  ar- 
rived last  Thursday.  I have  information  also  of  the  arrival  of  10,000 
men  from  Mississippi ; but  they  may  be  those  that  Smith  tells  me  of, 
though  my  information  is  that  they  came  through  Nashville,  which 
would  make  it  somewhat  doubtful.  At  all  events  there  are  doubtless 

30.000  men  now  at  Bowling  Green;  and,  unless  checked  by  strong  dem- 
onstrations and  attacks  on  Columbus  and  the  Tennessee  and  Cumber- 
land Eivers,  the  number  can  easily  be  increased  to  50,000  or  even  00,000 
before  I can  get  there.  These  facts  make  the  co-operation  1 have  in 
former  letters  mentioned  as  important  quite  essential  now  to  any  great 
success.  It  is  quite  essential,  too,  that  the  success  should  be  speedjq 
or  otherwise  the  enemy  will  be  so  strong  in  West  Tennessee  and  Ken- 
tucky from  Bowling  Green  to  Columbus  as  to  increase  our  work  vastly. 

It  is  my  conviction  that  all  the  force  that  can  possibly  be  collected 
should  be  brought  to  bear  on  that  front  of  which  Columbus  and  Bowl- 
ing Green  may  be  said  to  be  the  flanks.  The  center,  that  is,  the  Cum- 
berland and  Tennessee  where  the  railroad  crosses  them,  is  now  the  most 
vulnerable  i)oint.  I regard  it  as  the  most  important  strategical  point 
in  the  whole  field  of  operations.  The  possession  of  it  secures  their  force 
and  gives  access  through  the  two  rivers  to  the  very  center  of  their  power. 
While  they  hold  it,  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  whole  force  on  that  front 
may  safely  be  considered  available  for  any  one  point  that  is  threatened. 
This  I am  satisfied  you  have  seen,  and  that  you  perceive  the  imxiortance 
of  co-ox^eration  against  the  center  and  flanks. 

The  movement  on  East  Tennessee  attacks  their  rear,  and,  if  xiroxierly 
supported,  promises  great  results.  The  first  12,000  must  probably  be 
followed  by  others,  x^articularly  as  it  will  be  unsafe,  if  not  absolutely 
impossible,  to  carry  along  the  outfit  for  10,000  men.  With  it  the  column 
would  employ  some  1,200  teams  of  all  descriptions  and  occux)y  a stretch 
of  road  that  the  troops  could  not  protect,  to  say  nothing  of  the  difficulty 
of  foraging  so  many  animals  in  a country  which  affords  but  scanty 
supplies.  These  arms  must  therefore  be  taken  in  by  installments,  or 
strongly  protected  at  depots,  where  the  volunteers  can  be  organized  to 
receive  them. 

In  any  event  I must  tell  you  what  I have  .been  unwilling  to  do  all 
along,  that  you  will  require  more  troox)S  in  Kentucky.  Don’t  acknowl- 
edge this,  however,  but  act  on  it. 

Let  me  stop  for  to-night.  It  is  3 o’clock,  and  I have  to  get  up  at  5 to 
go  to  Green  Eiver,  where  McCook  telegrax:)hs  me  he  is  threatened  by  a 
strong  force.  ' 

Truly,  yours,  D.  C.  BUELL. 


December  29,  1861. 

General  McCook,  Mmifordville : 

How  far  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  would  it  be  necessary  for  you 
to  go  to  secure  a strong  x)osition  or  prevent  the  enemy  from  taking  one  ? 

D.  C.‘ BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Camp  Wood,  December  29,  18G1. 

General  D.  0.  Buell: 

The  hills  rise  about  2,000  yards  in  front  of  me  and  continue  in  suc- 
cession to  Cave  City.  To  resist  an  attack  and  secure  the  bridge  I am 
stronger  on  this  side.  Only  one  hill  commands  my  camp,  and  it  is  about 
or  2 miles  off.  I have  not  reconnoitered  beyond  the  first  range.  I 
can  have  a beautiful  play  of  artillery  on  the  approach  to  the  bridge. 

I can  take  no  position  in  front  that  cannot  be  turned  by  a superior 
force.  My  cavalry  pickets  extend  beyond  the  upper  pike. 

McCOOK. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville^  December  29,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Division^  Lebanon : 

General  : I send  you  a sketch  of  the  country  about  Somerset  which 
shows  more  of  the  roads  than  your  map.*  We  conversed  about  the 
movement  upon  Zollicofier  through  Columbia,  and  if  you  remember  my 
idea  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  anything  on  the  subject. 

It  is  for  you  to  move  against  his  left  and  endeavor  to  cut  him  off'  from 
his  bridge,  while  Schoepf,  with  whom  of  course  you  must  communicate, 
attacks  in  front. 

The  map  will  indicate  the  proper  moves  for  that  object.  The  result 
should  be  at  least  a severe  blow  to  him  or  a hastj^  flight  across  the  river. 
But  to  efi'ect  the  former  the  movement  should  be  made  rapidly  and 
secretly,  and  the  blow  should  be  vigorous  and  decided.  There  should 
be  no  delay  after  your  arrival.  It  would  be  better  not  to  have  been 
undertaken  if  it  should  result  in  confining  an  additional  force  merely  to 
watching  the  enemy. 

Take  such  portion  of  the  cavalry  from  Columbia  as  jmu  think  neces- 
sary. Draw  all  the  supplies  you  can  from  the  country  and  move  as 
light  as  possible. 

Having  accomplished  the  object,  be  ready  to  move  promptly  in  any 
direction,  but  wait  until  you  hear  from  me,  unless  circumstances  should 
require  you  to  move  without  delay,  as  I may  want  you  to  proceed  from 
there  to  the  other  matter  about  which  we  have  conversed. 

Acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  by  telegraph  and  report  frequently. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  I^UELL, 

Brigadier- Ge^ieral^  Commanding. 


Lebanon,  December  29,  I8GI— 7.20  p.  m. 

General  D.  C.  Buell: 

Have  just  received  a dispatch  from  Colonel  Bramlette,  dated  to-day. 
He  reports  a skirmish  between  a party  of  Haggard’s  cavalry  and  a large 
])arty  of  the  enemy  last  night  at  Jamestown,  18  miles  east  of  Columbia. 
Major  Owsley,  who  commanded  the  party,  reports  that  he  learned  from 
their  color  bearer,  who  was  mortally  v^ounded,  that  they  were  on  their 
waj’  to  Burkesville.  This  is  confirmed  by  a note  from  a Mr.  James  Mc- 
Kinstry,  *a  citizen  of  Jamestown,  who  reports  that  the  enemy  had  two 
regiments,  and  told  him  they  were  on  their  way  to  Burkesville. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Brigadier- General. 
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Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Lebanon^  December  29,  18G1. 

Brigadier-General  Schoepf, 

Commanding  First  Brigade^  Somerset^  Ky. : 

General:  The  comaiaudiiig  general  of  the  division  directs  me  to  say 
that  he  Avill  leave  this  place  on  Tuesday  for  Columbia,  and  will,  if  pos- 
sible, intercept  Zollicoffer,  who  is  reported  to  be  marching  in  that  direc- 
tion. He  desires  you  to  keep  a good  lookout  for  him,  and,  if  marching 
as  reported,  to  i)ush  him  with  your  troops  in  the  direction  of  Columbia. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  E.  ELYNT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

Cairo^  December  29,  18G1. 

Capt.  J.  C.  Kelton,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

On  Thursday  night  I left  here  to  visit  Shawneetown  and  all  other 
points  occupied  by  troops  within  this  military  district  on  the  Ohio  Eiver. 
At  Shawneetown  I found  a regiment  of  cavalry  with  but  few  arms,  and 
live  companies  of  the  regiment  that  have  not  yet  been  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States , also  a regiment  of  infantry,  claiming 
to  number  over  800  men,  still  in  the  State  service,  with  about  400  mus- 
kets, that  I had  previously  sent  there  from  arms  that  had  been  turned 
in  by  troops  here  to  receive  better  arms.  These  troops  have  a large 
steamer  at  their  service,  for  which  they  seem  to  have  no  other  use  than 
to  send  up  the  river  after  hay  for  the  cavalry  horses.  The  steamer 
appears  to  have  been  chartered  by  State  authority.  As  a claim  will 
likely  come  against  the  Government  for  all  money  paid  in  this  way,  I 
would  recommend  that  the  Governor  of  the  State  be  requested  to  send 
a mustering  officer  to  muster  these  troops  into  tbe  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  I can  then  supply  their  wants  without  keeping  a large 
steamer  expressly  for  that  purpose. 

At  Cave  in  Eock  there  are  many  refugees,  who  have  been  driven  from 
their  homes  in  Kentucky,  and  are  now  living  in  the  cave  in  very  desti- 
tute circumstances.  The  country  on  the  Kentucky  side  has  been  nearly 
stripped  of  all  supplies,  the  secessionists  receiving  hay  and  the  Union- 
ists driven  from  their  homes.  This  portion  of  Kentucky  is  within  the 
Department  of  the  Ohio,  but  is  remote  from  any  of  the  troops  of  that 
department.  The  citizens  are  very  clamorous  for  Federal  ijrotection. 
There  is  an  encampment  of  rebels  at  Hopkinsville,  said  to  number  about 
3,000  men,  i)oorly  armed  and  equipped,  who,  if  driv^en  out,  would  save  this 
portion  of  the  State  much  annoyance.  Cami)  Beauregard  (Feliciana) 
has  been  entirely  evacuated,  the  troops  going  to  Bowling  Green.  This 
gives  re-enforcements  to  that  point  of  about  7,000  men. 

Finding  cavalry  much  needed  both  at  Paducah  and  Smithland,  I have 
ordered  up  five  companies  from  here;  also  ordered  two  companies  to  Cape 
Girardeau,  to  replace  those  ordered  to  Caroudelet. 

There  is  evidently  great  dissatisfaction  among  the  troops  of  General 
Jeff.  Thompson.  There  have  been  recently  between  300  and  400  of  his 
men  come  into  Cape  Girardeau  and  voluntarily^  applied  to  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  Government.  They  express  themselves  anxious  to 
retire  to  their  homes  and  live  in  quiet. 

I have  had  a man  in  Columbus  last  week  who  succeeded  in  completing 
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a map  of  the  enemy’s  works,  which  I have  every  reason  .to  believe  is  as 
accurate  as  it  is  possible  to  get  before  Columbus  falls  into  our  possession. 

The  floating  battery  has  been  removed  to  New  Madrid.  Many  of  the 
best-disciplined  troops  have  been  removed,  and  their  places  supplied  by 
militia.  This  informant  says  that  he  heard  a planter  remark  that  many 
of  the  troops  were  now  distributed  in  squads  of  20  and  over  upon  the 
plantations  in  the  South  to  repress  insurrection.  Being  able  to  speak 
the  German  language,  he  learned  that  there  are  about  1,200  of  that 
nationality  who,  with  some  600  Irish,  intend  to  turn  upon  the  garrison 
as  soon  as  they  feel  there  is  any  security  in  doing  so  when  an  attack  is 
made.  I am  well  aware,  however,  that  it  will  not  do  to  rely  upon  this 
sort  of  support. 

IT.  S.  GEANT, 
Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Lebanon j Ky.,  December  30,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell, 

Commanding  Departmeiit  of  the  Ohio^  Louisville^  dCy^' 

General:  I received  your  letter  of  the  29th  with  the  map.  Have 
made  arrangements  to  move  as  light  as  possible,  and  hope  to  get  started 
to-morrow,  although  with  raw  troops  and  raw  mules  I fear  there  will  be 
some  difficulty.  I have  but  few  wagons  over  and  above  the  regimental 
Avagons.  The  provisions  will  have  to  be  hauled  with  hired  teams  until 
Captain  Mackay  can  have  time  to  break  in  his  raw  mules,  which  I fear 
will  delay  us  much  longer  than  we  should  be  delayed.  I have  been  told 
that  the  country  we  are  going  to  is  very  poor,  and  it  will  be  necessary 
to  pass  through  speedily  should  we  attempt  to  penetrate  to  Knoxville. 
I will  therefore  submit  for  your  consideration  if  it  would  not  be  a better 
move  for  my  main  force  to  go  down  the  river  (should  we  succeed  with 
Zollicoffer)  as  far  as  Burkesville,  take  to  that  place  subsistence  enough 
to  last  us  to  Nashville,  place  the  subsistence  on  flat-boats,  and  march 
with  a light  train  in  two  columns,  one  on  each  side  of  the  rhm^;  the 
provisions  and  extra  forage  being  floated  down  the  river  in  boats  under 
a strong  guard. 

The  enemy  being  thus  threatened  on  their  rear  and  right,  would 
greatly  aid  your  advance  in  their  front,  and  should  they  make  a deter- 
mined stand  at  Bowling  Green,  I might  with  my  column  cut  off  their 
retreat  at  Gallatin. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General j U.  8.  Volunteers. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  December  31,  1861. 
General  Halleck,  8aint  Louis^  Mo. : 

General  McClellan  is  sick.  Are  General  Buell  and  yourself  in  concert  ? 
When  he  moA^es  on  Bowling  Green,  what  hinders  it  being  re-enforced 
from  Columbus?  A simultaneous  movement  by  you  on  Columbus  might 
prevent  it. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

(Similar  dispatch  to  Buell  same  date.) 
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Headquaetees  Uiest  Beigade, 

Somerset^  Ky.,  December  31,  1861. 

(Beceived  January  4,  1862.) 

Brig.  Gen.  Geoege  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Kentucky  Division: 

Geneeal:  I have  received  your  instructions  of  30tli  instant.  Have 
heard  of  Zollicofter’s  contemplated  mpve  to-day,  but  doubt  whether  he 
will  move  towards  Columbia;  lie  not  having  had  the  courage  to  accept 
the  invitation  of  my  small  force,  would  barely  i)lace  himself  in  the  unsafe 
position  between  our  combined  forces. 

I have  scouts  out  on  the  Harrison  road,  and  as  soon  as  he  attempts 
to  move  I will  be  apprised  of  it  in  time  to  act  in  concert  with  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHOEPF, 

Brigadier-General^  U.  8.  Vols.,  Commanding  First  Brigade. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  District  of  Cairo,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  for  the 

month  of  December,  1861. 
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Distribution  of  troops  in  the  District  of  Cairo.,  December  31,  1861. 


Bird’s  Point,  Mo. 

8th  Illmois,  Col.  R.  J.  Oglesby. 

11th  Illinois,  Col.  W.  H.  L.  Wallace. 

20th  Illinois,  Col.  C.  C.  Marsh. 

22cl  Illinois,  Col.  H.  Daugherty.’ 

10th  Iowa,  Col.  N.  Perczel. 

7th  Illinois  Cavalry  (b.attalion). 

1st  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Battery  B, 
Capt.  Ezra  Taylor. 

1st  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Battery  C, 
Cai^t.  Charles  Honghtaliug. 

Cairo,  III. 

18th  Illinois,  Col.  M.  K.  Lawler. 

27th  Illinois,  Col.  N.  B.  Buford. 

29th  Illinois,  Col.  James  S.  Rearden. 

30th  Illinois,  Col.  P.  B.  Fouke. 

31st  Illinois,  Col.  John  A.  Logan. 

48th  Illinois,  Col.  I.  N.  Haynie. 

4th  Illinois  Cavalry. 

1st  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Battery  G, 
Capt.  A.  O’Leary. 

2d  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Battery  E, 
Capt.  A.  Schwartz. 


Cape  Girardeau,  Mo. 

17th  Illinois,  Col.  L.  F.  Ross, 
llth  Missouri,  Col.  J.  B.  Plummer. 

7th  Illinois  Cavalry  (detachment). 
Murdock’s  Mounted  Rides. 

2d  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Battery  F, 
Capt.  .John  W.  Powell. 

Cami^bell’s  Battery. 

Fort  Holt,  Ky. 

7th  Illinois,  Col.  John  Cook. 

28th  Illinois,  Col.  A.  K.  Johnson. 

2d  Illinois  Cavalry  (two  companies). 

1st  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Battery  D, 
Capt.  E.  McAllister. 

]Mound  City,  III. 

10th  Illinois,  Col.  J.  D.  Morgan. 

SlIAWNEETOWN,  ILL. 

6th  Illinois  Cavalry,  Col.  T.  H.  Cav- 
anaugh. 
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Washington  City,  January  1,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Buell,  Louisville: 

General  McClellan  should  not  yet  be  disturbed  with  business.  I think 
you  better  get  in  concert  with  General  Halleck  at  once.  I write  you  to- 
night.* I also  telegraph  and  write  Halleck. 

A.  LIXCOLH. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  January  1,  1862. 

Abraham  Lincoln,  President : 

There  is  no  arrangement  between  General  Halleck  and  myself.  I 
have  been  informed  by  General  McClellan  that  he  would  make  suitable 
disposition  for  concerted  action.  There  is  nothing  to  i^revent  Bowling 
Green  being  re-enforced  from  Columbus  if  a military  force  is  not  brought 
to  bear  on  the  latter  place. 

H.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


AYashington  City,  January  1,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis ^ Mo. : 

General  McClellan  should  not  yet  be  disturbed  with  business.  I think 
General  Buell  and  yourself  should  be  in  communication  and  concert  at 
once.  I write  you  to-night  and  also  telegraph  and  write  him. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Louisville,  January  1,  1862 — 11  p.  m. 

President  Lincoln  : 

I have  already  telegraphed  General  Halleck  with  a view  to  arrang- 
ing a concert  of  action  between  us  and  am  momentarily  expecting  his 
answer. 

H.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier -General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  1,  1862. 
To  His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln,  President : 

I have  never  received  a word  from  General  Buell.  I am  not  ready  to 
co-operate  with  him.  Hope  to  do  so  in  few  weeks.  Have  written  fully 
on  this  subject  to  Major-General  McClellan.  Too  much  haste  will  ruin 
everything. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters, 
Somerset^  Ky.,  January  1,  1862. 

General  George  H.  Thomas  : 

General  : In  compliance  with  your  instructions  I have  advised  Cap- 
tain Fry  of  the  state  of  things  about  Somerset  to  day,  which  amounts 
to  nothing  positive  relative  to  the  enemy  further  than  a strong  prob- 
ability that  he  has  no  intention  of  moving  from  the  vicinity  of  Mill 


Not  found. 
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Springs  unless  he  is  crowded,  in  which  case  he  will  probably  recross  the 
river.  At  present,  however,  it  appears  evident  that  he  is  preparing  for 
winter  quarters  where  he  is.  Your  movement  may  change  his  plans. 

I am  credibly  informed  that  Buckner  sent  to  him  very  recently  re- 
questing a few  regiments  to  re-enforce  him,  which  request  was  not  com- 
plied with,  Zollicoffer  declining  to  move  in  that  direction  either  in  whole 
or  in  part. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHOEPF, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding  First  Kentnclcy  Brigade, 


Adjutant-General’s  Office, 

January  2,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Buell,  U.  S.  A.,  Louisville^  Ky,: 

It  is  represented  that  the  citizens  of  Union  and  Crittenden  Counties, 
Kentucky,  suffer  much  from  depredations  by  rebels,  and  need  protec- 
tion. What  do  you  think  of  sending  two  unemployed  regiments  from 
Illinois  under  your  orders  to  be  used  for  their  protection  Answer  soon. 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis j January  2,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  Louisville^  Ky, : 

I have  had  no  instructions  respecting  co-operation.  All  my  available 
troops  are  in  the  fielcT  except  those  at  Cairo  and  Paducah,  which  are 
barely  sufficient  to  threaten  Columbus,  &c.  A few  weeks  hence  I hope 
to  be  able  to  render  you  very  material  assistance,  but  now  a withdrawal 
of  my  troops  from  this  State  is  almost  impossible.  Write  me  fully. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


Paducah,  Ky.,  January  2,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Cullum  : 

A reconnaissance  to  within  a few  miles  of  Camp  Beauregard  shows 
that  the  troops  that  left  for  Bowling  Green  have  been  replaced  by  two- 
months’  men  from  Mississippi.  Pillow’s  division  ordered  to  Bowling 
Green,  but  returned,  and  go  in  winter  quarters. 

C.  E.  SMITH. 

[Kepeated  by  General  Cullum  to  General  Buell  January  3.] 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington^  January  3,  1862.  ■ 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Commanding  Department  of  Missouri  : 

General  : It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  rebel  troops  in 
Western  Kentucky  be  prevented  from  moving  to  the  supjiort  of  the 
force  in  front  of  General  Buell.  To  accomplish  this  an  expedition  should 
be  sent  up  the  Cumberland  Biver,  to  act  in  concert  with  General  Buell’s 
command,  of  sufficient  strength  to  defeat  any  force  that  may  be  brought 
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against  it.  The  gunboats  should  be  supported  by  at  least  one  and  per- 
haps two  divisions  of  your  best  infantry,  taken  from  Paducah  and  other 
points  from  which  they  can  best  be  spared.  At  the  same  time  such  a 
demonstration  should  be  made  on  Columbus  as  will  prevent  the  removal 
of  any  troops  from  that  place;  and,  if  a sufQcient  number  have  already 
been  withdrawn,  the  place  should  be  taken.  It  may  be  well  also  to  make 
a feint  on  the  Tennessee  Eiver,  with  a command  sufficient  to  prevent 
disaster  under  any  circumstances. 

As  our  success  in  Kentucky  depends  in  a great  measure  on  our  pre- 
venting re-enforcements  from  joining  Buckner  and  Johnston,  not  a mo- 
ment’s time  should  be  lost  in  preparing  these  expeditious. 

I desire  that  you  give  me  at  once  your  views  in  full  as  to  the  best 
method  of  accomplishing  our  object,  at  the  same  time  stating  the  nature 
and  strength  of  the  force  that  you  can  use  for  the  purpose  and  the  time 
uecessarv  to  prepare. 

Very  respectfully,  GEO.  B.  McCLELLAK, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 


January  3,  1862. 

General  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army^  Washington^  D.  C. : 

Two  regiments  alone  could  only  remain  at  Caseyville  through  the  in- 
activity of  the  siii)erior  force  of  the  enemy  at  Hopkinsville.  That  is 
possible;  but  if  it  should  happen  otherwise,  it  would  be  inconvenient  to 
re-enforce  them.  It  would  not  be  quite  so  bad  at  Uuiontown.  The  fre- 
quent presence  of  a gunboat  up  the  river  would  have  almost  as  good  an 
effect. 


D.  0.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 


Louisyille,  Ky.,  January  3,  1862. 

General  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Do  I understand  that  one  division  has  come  to  Bowling  Green,  and 
that  another  (Pillow’s)  was  ordered,  but  countermanded,  or  that  no 
re-enforcements  at  all  have  come  from  Camp  Beauregard  ? YVhere  does 
Pillow  ao  into  quarters  and  what  is  his  strength^* 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Lousiville,  January  3,  1862. 

General  H.  W.  Halleck,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Department  of  Missouri  : 

My  Dear  General:  I received  your  dispatch,  and  Mith  more  dela}^ 
than  I meant  proceed  to  the  subject  of  it,  in  compliance  with  your  re- 
quest, and  I may  add  also  at  the  wish  of  the  President.  I do  not  under- 
rate the  difficulties  in  Missouri,  but  I think  it  not  extravagant  to  say 
that  the  great  power  of  the  rebellion  in  the  West  is  arrayed  on  a front, 
the  flanks  of  which  are  Columbus  and  Bowling  Green  and  the  center 
about  where  the  railroad  between  those  points  crosses  the  Tennessee 
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iind  Cumberland  Elvers,  including  Nashville  and  the  fortified  points 
belo  V.  It  is,  I have  no  doubt,  within  bounds  to  estimate  their  force  on 
that  line  at  80,000  men,  including  a column  about  Somerset,  Ky.  In 
rear  of  their  right  flank  it  is  more.  Of  this  force  40,000  may  be  set 
down  as  at  Bowling  Green,  20,000  at  Columbus,  though  you  doubtless 
have  more  information  on  that  point  than  I have,  and  20,000  at  the 
center.  Considering  the  railroad  facilities,  which  enable  the  enemy  to 
concentrate  in  a few  hours  on  any  single  point  of  this  front,  you  will  at 
once  see  the  importance  of  a combined  attack  on  its  center  and  flanks, 
or  at  least  of  demonstrations  which  may  be  converted  into  real  attacks, 
and  fully  occupy  the  enemy  on  the  whole  front.  It  is  probable  that 
you  may  have  given  the  subject,  as  far  as  Columbus  and  the  center  are 
concerned,  more  attention  than  I have.  With  reference  to  the  former  at 
least  I can  make  no  more  than  the  general  suggestion  already  expressed, 
that  it  should  be  fully  occupied. 

The  attack  upon  the  center  should  be  by  two  gunboat  expeditions, 
with,  I should  say,  20,000  men  on  the  two  rivers.  They  should  of  course 
be  organized  with  reference  to  the  depth  of  water  in  the  rivers,  and 
whether  they  should  be  of  equal  or  unequal  strength  would  depend  on 
that  and  other  considerations,  and  can  hardly  be  determined  until  the 
moment  of  departure.  The  mode  of  attack  must  depend  on  the  strength 
of  the  enemy  at  the  several  points  and  the  features  of  the  localities. 
It  will  be  of  the  first  importance  to  break  the  railroad  communications, 
and,  if  possible,  that  should  be  done  by  columns  moving  rapidly  to  the 
bridges  over  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee.  The  former  probably 
would  not  be  reached  at  first,  being  some  31  miles  above  the  first  prin- 
cipal battery  that  I know  of,  at  Dover.  The  other  is  18  miles  above 
Fort  Henry,  the  first  I know  of  on  the  Tennessee. 

If  the  expeditions  should  not  be  strong  enough  to  do  the  work  alone, 
they  should  establish  themselves  firmly  at  the  nearest  possible  point, 
and  remain  at  least  until  they  ascertained  that  re-enforcements  from 
my  columns  or  some  other  source  would  not  reach  them.  By  resisting 
they  could  establish  themselves  permanently  under  the  protection  of 
the  gunboats. 

I say  this  much  rather  to  lay  the  subject  before  you  than  to  propose 
any  definite  plan  for  your  side. 

Whatever  is  done  should  be  done  speedily,  within  a few  days.  The 
work  will  become  more  difficult  every  day.  Please  let  me  hear  from 
you  at  once. 

Very  truly,  yours,  D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  51.  f Louisville^  Ky.,  January  3,  1862. 

I.  Brigade  the  Nineteenth  is  hereby  constituted  as  follows : 

Col.  W.  B.  Hazen,*  41st  Ohio  Volunteers,  commanding. 

41st  Ohio  Volunteers,  Colonel  Hazen. 

46th  Indiana  Volunteers,  Colonel  Fitch. 

47th  Indiana  Volunteers,  Colonel  Slack. 

6th  Kentucky  Volunteers,  Colonel  Whitaker. 
####*#♦ 

By  command  of  General  Buell  : 
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[JAMES  B.  FEY,] 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis j January  4,  18G2. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  C.  Buell:  ^ 

I have  no  other  information  than  that  sent,  which  was  in  the  exact 
words  received.  General  Smith  can  perhaps  give  you  more  particulars. 

G.  W.  CULLUM, 
Brigadier- General j Chief  of  Staff, 


Columbus,  Ky.,  January  4,  1862. 

General  George  H.  Thomas: 

I send  you  the  inclosed,  which  has  just  reached  me.  It  is  from  one  of 
the  most  reliable  men  in  Kentucky,  cashier  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  Louis- 
ville at  Burkesville: 

The  recent  rains  will  raise  the  river  so  that  Zollicoffer  cannot  he  re-enforced  for  sev- 
eral days,  and  by  a rapid  movement  upon  him  his  forces  on  this  side  the  river  might 
be  cut  off  and  captured  before  aid  could  be  thrown  across  to  him,  and  then  the  re- 
enforcements  could  be  met  and  also  cut  off  or  driven  back.  The  rise  in  the  river  will 
temporarily  destroy  their  floating  bridge. 

In  haste,  respectfully, 

THO.  E.  BRAMLETTE, 

Colonel  Third  Regiment  Kentucky  Volunteers, 


Washington,  January  4,  1862. 

General  Buell: 

Have  arms  gone  forward  for  East  Tennessee?  Please  tell  me  the 
progress  and  condition  of  the  movement  in  that  direction.  Answer. 

A.  LINOOLK. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  January  5,  1862. 

To  the  President: 

Arms  can  only  go  forward  for  East  Tennessee  under  the  protection  of 
an  army.  My  organization  of  the  troops  has  had  in  view  two  columns 
with  reference  to  that  movement:  a division  to  move  from  Lebanon  and 
a brigade  to  operate  offensively  or  defensively,  according  to  circum- 
stances, on  the  Cumberland  Gap  route  j but  it  was  necessary  also  to 
have  regard  to  contingencies  which,  before  the  transportation,  arms, 
&c.,  could  be  ready,  might  require  a modification  of  the  plan.  The 
time  and  manner  of  the  movement  must  still  be  subject  to  such  contin- 
gencies, though  I hope  to  inaugurate  it  very  soon.  Our  transportation 
and  other  preparations  have  been  delayed  far  beyond  my  expectations 
and  are  still  incomplete.  The  arms — foreign  ones,  requiring  repairs — 
arrived  a week  or  more  ago,  and  are  now  being  put  in  order  by  the 
ordnance  officer. 

While  my  preparations  have  had  this  movement  constantly  in  view  I 
will  confess  to  your  excellency  that  I have  been  bound  to  it  more  by  my 
sympatny  for  the  people  of  East  Tennessee  and  the  anxiety  with  which 
you  and  the  General-in-Chief  have  desired  it  than  by  my  opinion  of  its 
wisdom  as  an  unconditional  measure.  As  earnestly  as  I wish  to  accom- 
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plish  it,  my  judgment  has  from  the  first  been  decidedly  against  it,  if  it 
should  render  at  all  doubtful  the  success  of  a movement  against  the 
great  power  of  the  rebellion  in  the  West,  which  is  mainly  arrayed  on 
the  line  from  Columbus  to  Bowling  Green,  and  can  speedily  be  concen- 
trated at  any  point  of  that  line  which  is  attacked  singly. 

D.  C.  BUELL! 


[Confidential.] 

Washington,  Monday^  January  6,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  0.  Buell,  Louisville^  Ky.: 

My  Dear  General  : You  will  have  learned  ere  this  that  Colonel 
Cross  has  been  ordered  to  relieve  Colonel  Swords,  and  that  two  or  three 
active  young  quartermasters  from  the  Eegular  Army  have  been  ordered 
to  report  to  you.  Two  hundred  wagons  from  Philadelphia  have  been 
ordered  to  you,  and  Meigs  is  stirring  up  the  country  generally  to  pro- 
cure means  of  transportation  for  you.  There  are  few  things  I liave 
more  at  heart  than  the  prompt  movement  of  a strong  column  into  East- 
ern Tennessee.  The  political  consequences  of  the  delay  of  this  move- 
ment will  be  much  more  serious  than  you  seem  to  anticipate.  If  relief 
IS  not  soon  afforded  those  people  we  shall  lose  them  entirely,  and  with 
them  the  power  of  inflicting  the  most  severe  blow  upon  the  secession 
cause. 

I was  extremely  sorry  to  learn  from  your  telegram  to  the  President 
that  you  had  from  the  beginning  attached  little  or  no  importance  to  a 
movement  in  East  Tennessee.*  I had  not  so  understood  your  views, 
and  it  develops  a radical  difference  between  your  views  and  my  own, 
which  I deeply  regret.  ^ 

My  own  general  plans  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war  make  the  speedy 
occupation  of  East  Tennessee  and  its  lines  of  railway  matters  of  abso- 
lute necessity.  Bowling  Green  and  ^^’ashville  are  in  that  connection  of 
very  secondary  importance  at  the  present  moment.  My  own  advance 
cannot,  according  to  my  present  views,  be  made  until  your  troops  are 
solidly  established  in  the  eastern  portion  of  Tennessee.  If  that  is  not 
possible,  a complete  and  prejudicial  change  in  my  own  ])lans  at  once 
becomes  necessary. 

Interesting  as  Nashville  may  be  to  the  Louisville  interests,  it  strikes 
possession  is  of  very  secondary  importance  in  comparison 
with  the  immense  results  that  would  arise  from  the  adherence  to  our 
cause  of  the  masses  in  East  Tennessee,  West  North  Carolina,  South  Car- 
olina, North  Georgia,  and  Alabama,  results  that  I feel  assured  w ould  ere 
long  flow  from  the  movement  I allude  to. 

Halleck,  from  his  own  account,  will  not  soon  be  in  a condition  to 
support  properly  a movement  up  the  Cumberland.  Why  not  make  the 
movement  independently  of  and  without  waiting  for  that  ? 

I that  I have  not  strength  enough  to  write  a fuller  and  more 

intelligiiile  letter,  but  this  is  my  very  first  effort  at  writing  for  some- 
what more  than  two  weeks. 

In  haste,  my  dear  general,  very  truly,  yours, 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

^ Major-Oeneralj  Commanding, 

* See  BueTl  to  McClellan,  January  13,  1862,  p.  548. 
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Headquartees  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville^  Ky.,  January  G,  1862. 
Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excellency’s 
letter  of  the  1st  instant*’  on  the  subject  of  a concert  of  action  between 
General  Halleck  and  myself. 

1 had  already  written  to  him  on  the  subject,  which,  as  you  rightly 
suppose,  is  of  the  very  highest  importance. 

With  very  high  respect,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  0.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  Oen  eral.  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Departi^ient  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis ^ January  6,  1862. 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  : 

In  reply  to  your  excellency’s  letter  of  the  1st  instant,!  I have  to  state 
that  on  receiving  your  telegram  I immediately  communicated  with  Gen- 
eral Buell  and  have  since  sent  him  all  the  information  I could  obtain  of 
the  enemy’s  movements  about  Columbus  and  Camp  Beauregard.  Ho 
considerable  force  has  been  sent  from  those  places  to  Bowling  Green. 
They  have  about  22,000  men  at  Columbus,  and  the  place  is  strongly  forti- 
fied. I have  at  Cairo,  Fort  Holt,  and  Paducah  only  about  15,000,  which, 
after  leaving  guards  at  these  places,  would  give  me  but  little  over 
10,000  men  with  which  to  assist  General  Buell.  It  would  be  madness  to 
attempt  anything  serious  with  such  a force,  and  I cannot  at  the  i)respnt 
time  withdraw  any  from  Missouri  without  risking  the  loss  of  this  State. 
The  troops  recently  raised  in  other  States  of  this  department  have  with- 
out my  knowledge  been  sent  to  Kentucky  and  Kansas. 

I am  satisfied  that  the  authorities  at  Washington  do  not  appreciate 
the  difficulties  with  which  we  have  to  contend  here.  The  operations  of 
Lane,  Jennison,  and  others  have  so  enraged  the  people  of  Alissouri,  that 
it  is  estimated  that  there  is  a majority  of  80,000  against  the  Govern- 
ment. We  are  virtually  in  an  enemy’s  country.  Price  and  others  have 
a considerable  army  in  the  Southwest,  against  which  I am  operating 
with  all  my  available  force. 

This  city  and  most  of  the  middle  and  northern  counties  are  insur- 
rectionary— burning  bridges,  destroying  telegraph  lines,  &c. — and  can 
be  kept  down  only  by  the  presence  of  troops.  A large  portion  of  the 
foreign  troops  organized  by  General  Fremont  are  unreliable;  indeed, 
many  of  them  are  already  mutinous.  They  have  been  tampered  with  by 
politicians,  and  made  to  believe  that  if  they  get  up  a mutiny  and  demand 
Fremont’s  return  the  Government  will  be  forced  to  restore  him  to  duty 
here.  It  is  believed  that  some  high  officers  are  in  the  plot.  I have 
already  been  obliged  to  disarm  several  of  these  organizations  and  I am 
daily  expecting  more  serious  outbreaks.  Another  grave  difficulty  is  the 
want  of  proper  general  officers  to  command  the  troops  and  enforce  order 
and  discipline,  and  especially  to  protect  public  property  from  'robbery 
and  plunder.  Some  of  the  brigadier-generals  assigned  to  this  depart- 
ment are  entirely  ignorant  of  their  duties  and  unfit  for  any  command. 
I assure  you,  Mr.  President,  it  is  very  difficult  to  accomplish  much  with 
such  means.  I am  in  the  condition  of  a carpenter  who  is  required  to 
build  a bridge  with  a dull  ax,  a broken  saw,  ana  rotten  timber.  It  is 
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true  that  I have  some  very  good  green  timber,  which  will  answer  the 
purpose  as  soon  as  I can  get  it  into  shape  and  season  it  a little. 

I know  nothing  of  General  BuelPs  intended  operations,  never  having 
received  any  information  in  regard  to  the  general  plan  of  campaign.  If 
it  be  intended  that  his  column  shall  move  on  Bowling  Green  while  another 
moves  from  Cairo  or  Paducah  on  Columbus  or  Camp  Beauregard,  it  will 
be  a repetition  of  the  same  strategic  error  which  produced  the  disaster  of 
Bull  Run.  To  operate  on  exterior  lines  against  an  enemy  occupying  a 
central  position  will  fail,  as  it  always  has  failed,  in  ninety-niue  cases  out 
of  a hundred.  It  is  condemned  by  every  military  authority  I have  ever 
read. 

General  BuelPs  army  and  the  forces  at  Paducah  occupy  precisely  the 
same  position  in  relation  to  each  other  and  to  the  enemy  as  did  the 
armies  of  McDowell  and  Patterson  before  the  battle  of  Bull  Run. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 

[Indorsement.  ] 

The  within  is  a copy  of  a letter  just  received  from  General  Halleck. 
It  is  exceedingly  discouraging.  As  everywhere  else,  nothing  can  be 
done. 

January  10,  1862.  A.  LIUCOLJl^. 


Saint  Louis,  January  6,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  Louisville,  Ky. : 

General:  I have  delayed  writing  to  you  for  several  days  in  hopes 
of  getting  some  favorable  news  from  the  Southwest.  The  news  received 
to-day,  however,  is  unfavorable,  it  being  stated  that  Price  is  making  a 
stand  near  Springfield,  and  that  all  our  available  forces  will  be  required 
to  dislodge  and  drive  him  out.  My  advices  from  Columbus  represent  that 
the  enemy  has  about  22,000  men  there.  I have  only  about  15,000  at 
Cairo,  Fort  Holt,  and  Paducah,  and  after  leaving  guards  at  these  places 
I could  not  send  into  the  field  over  10,000  or  11,000.  Moreover,  many 
of  these  are  very  imperfectly  armed.  Under  these  circumstances  it  would 
be  madness  for  me  to  attempt  any  serious  operation  against  Camp 
Beauregard  or  Columbus.  Probably  in  the  course  of  a few  weeks  I will 
be  able  to  send  additional  troops  to  Cairo  and  Paducah  to  co-operate 
with  you,  but  at  present  it  is  impossible;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  if  you 
deem  such  co-operation  necessary  to  your  success  your  movement  on 
Bowling  Green  should  be  delayed.  I know  nothing  of  the  plan  of  cam- 
paign, never  having  received  any  information  on  the  subject;  but  it 
strikes  me  that  to  operate  Irom  Louisville  and  Paducah  or  Cairo  against 
an  enemy  at  Bowling  Green  is  a plain  case  of  exterior  lines,  like  that  of 
McDowell  and  Patterson,  which,  unless  each  of  the  exterior  columns  is 
superior  to  the  enemy,  leads  to  disaster  ninety-nine  times  in  a hundred. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-  Generals 


• Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  January  6,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  Gario,  111. : 

1 wish  you  to  make  a demoustration  in  force  on  Mayfield  and  in  the 
direction  of  Murray.  Forces  from  Paducah  and  Fort  Holt  should  me«t 
at  Mayfield  and  threaten  Camp  Beauregard  and  Murray,  letting  it  be 
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undc'Tstood  that  Dover  is  the  object  of  your  attack.  But  do  not  advance 
far  enough  to  expose  your  flank  and  rear  to  an  attack  from  Columbus, 
and  by  all  means  avoid  a serious  engagement. 

Make  a great  fuss  about  moving  all  your  forces  towards  Nashville, 
and  let  it  be  so  reported  by  the  newspapers. 

Take  proper  precaution  to  deceive  your  own  men  as  well  as  the  enemy. 
Let  no  one,  not  even  a member  of  your  own  stafl',  know  the  real  object. 
I will  send  you  some  forces  from  this  place  to  increase  the  deception. 
Let  it  be  understood  that  20,000  or  30,000  men  are  expected  from  Mis^ 
souri,  and  that  your  force  is  merely  the  advanced  guards  to  the  main 
column  of  attack.  The  object  is  to  prevent  re-enforcements  from  being 
sent  to  Buckner.  Having  accomplished  this,  you  will  slowly  retire  to 
your  former  positions,  but,  if  possible,  keep  up  the  idea  of  a general  ad- 
vance. 

Be  very  careful,  however,  to  avoid  a battle;  we  are  not  ready  for 
that;  but  cut  off  detached  parties  and  give  your  men  a little  experience 
in  skirmishing. 

If  Commodore  Foote  can  make  a gunboat  demonstration  at  the  same 
time  it  will  assist  in  carrying  out  the  deception. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

Cairo,  January  6,  1862. 

Capt.  J.  C.  Kelton, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Dept,  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Captain:  From  information  just  received  from  Columbus  the  garri- 
son there  is  now  reduced  from  what  i'j  was  a few  weeks  ago  by  the  with- 
drawal of  the  sixty-days^  men,  who  are  supposed  many  of  them  to  have 
gone  to  Camp  Beauregard.  This  leaves  a force  of  probably  thirty  regi- 
ments in  Columbus.  General  Pillow  has  resigned  and  gone  to  his  home, 
in  consequence  of  being  ordered  to  Bowling  Green. 

The  rebels  have  a chain  across  the  river  about  1 mile  above  Colum- 
bus. It  is  sustained  by  flats  at  intervals,  the  chain  passing  through 
staples  placed  about  the  water’s  edge,  the  chain  passing  under  the  boats. 
Between  each  pair  of  the  boats  a torpedo  is  attached  to  the  chain,  which 
is  expected  to  explode  by  concussion. 

An  expeiiment  was  made  with  one  of  these  machines  about  ten  days 
ago  by  directing  a coal-boat  against  it.  The  experiment  resulted  satis- 
factorily to  the  enemy.  The  iDOsition  of  them  being  so  distinctly  marked 
cannot  be  regarded  as  much  of  an  obstacle.  Others  are  supposed  to  be 
planted  in  tiie  river  above  these,  not  so  distinctly  located.  From  infor- 
mation received  through  a gentleman  up  from  Memphis  there  are  about 
600  torpedoes  in  the  river  from  Columbus  to  that  city. 

There  are  quite  a number  of  soldiers  in  the  guard-house  here  for  de- 
sertion, disorderly  conduct,  &c.  I would  suggest,  in  view  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  getting  men  for  the  gunboat  service,  that  these  men  be  trans- 
ferred to  that  service;  also  that  authority  be  given  to  transfer  unruly 
men  hereafter.  I have  spoken  to  Commodore  Foote  on  the  subject,  and 
I believe  it  meets  with  his  approval.  • 

If  it  meets  with  the  approval  of  the  general  commanding  the  depart- 
ment, I would  be  pleased  to  visit  headquarters  on  business  connected 
with  this  command. 

U.  S.  GBANT, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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War  Department,  January  7,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen'.  D.  C.  Buell,  Louisville^  Ky.: 

A gentleman  called  yesterday  from  Kentucky,  stating  he  had  been 
sent  by  one  of  your  officers  to  ask  more  troops.  How  many  more  do 
you  want  and  of  what  kind?  We  are  exceedingly  anxious  to  have  some 
result  in  Kentucky,  especially  towards  East  Tennessee. 

SIMOK  CAMEROK, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Louisville,  January  — , 1862. 

Secretary  of  War: 

Ko  person  has  been  sent  to  ask  for  more  troops.  Undoubtedly  there 
ought  to  be  more,  and  better  artillery  and  better  cavalry,  but  I shall 
work  with  what  I have,  and  as  soon  as  possible.  Concert  of  action,  by 
which  the  enemy  may  be  prevented  from  concentrating  his  whole  force 
from  Columbus  to  Bowling  Green  on  one  point  of  attack,  would  have 
the  same  and  a better  effect  than  more  troops  immediately  here. 

D.  C.  BUELL. 


Washington,  Jafiuary  7,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  Louisville: 

Please  name  as  early  a day  as  you  safely  can  on  or  before  which  you 
can  be  ready  to  move  southward  in  concert  with  Major-General  Halleck. 
Delay  is  ruining  us,  and  it  is  indispensable  for  me  to  have  something 
definite.  I send  a like  dispatch  to  Major-General  Halleck. 

A.  LINCOLK. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 
Samt  Louis ^ January  7,  1862 — (midnight). 
Abraham  Lincoln,  President^  Washington: 

I have  asked  General  Buell  to  designate  a day  for  a demonstration 
to  assist  him.  It  is  all  I can  do  till  I get  arms.  I have  no  arms.  I have 
sent  two  unarmed  regiments  to  assist  in  th*e  feint.  I wrote  you  yester- 
day and  will  write  again  to-night.* 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  Eleventh  Brigade, 

Columbia,  Ky.,  January  7,  1862, 

General  Thomas: 

Sir  : A rebel  steamboat  passed  Burkesville  yesterday  at  12  o’clock, 
loaded  with  men  and  cannon  and  other  arms,  clothing,  &c. 

I send  300  cavalry  to  heights  on  this  side  to  intercept  it,  if  possible. 
I will  move  with  300  of  Third  Kentucky  and  the  Nineteenth  Ohio  to  an 
advantageous  position  at  the  mouth  of  Reuick’s  Creek,  2J  miles  above 
Burkesville,  on  the  Cumberland.  1 shall  move  the  whole  force  here  to 
Burkesville.  It  is  only  4 miles  farther  from  Glasgow  than  Columbia. 
I am  not  willing  to  see  the  Cumberland  surrendered,  without  a struggle, 
to  Zollicoffer  and  the  rebel  invaders.  If  this  movement  is  wrong,  it  can 
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be  censured.  I know  it  will  be  right  if  we  whip  the  scoundrels  and 
wrong  if  otherwise.  More  boats  are  expected  up.  If  we  delay  much 
longer  the  enemy  will  have  time  to  bring  his  re-enforcements  from  Texas 
and  Louisiana. 

We  have  no  cannon,  and  must  rely  on  our  rifles  to  take  off  the  men 
from  the  boats.  With  one  piece  of  artillery  the  boats  could  be  torn  to 
atoms  or  sunk. 

Can  you  not  send  me  a section  of  a battery '?  I have  ordered  your 
commissary  to  supply  rations  to  the  troops  about  to  move. 

Eespectfully,  &c., 


J.  T.  BOYLE, 
Acting  Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  First  Brigade, 
Somerset^  January  7,  1862. 

(Received  January  8,  1862.) 

Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Eastern  Division: 

General  : I have  received  your  instructions  of  January  1, 1862,  yes- 
terday. 

On  the  1st  I made  a sketch  of  the  enemy’s  position  and  a statement 
of  my  views  of  an  advantageous  attack.  You  having  received  from 
General  Buell  orders  how  to  attack;  I send  you  this  now  not  as  a sug- 
gestion but  as  information  of  the  country  surrounding  the  enemy.  The 
position  at  Somerset,  while  it  may  be  regarded  as  a strong  position  for 
a force  of  7,000  or  10,000  infantry,  with  one  or  two  batteries,  is  assaila- 
ble with  a less  force,  from  the  fact  that  there  is  no  one  point  of  sufficient 
strategic  imi)ortance  upon  which  the  whole  force  could  be  concentrated 
and  command  the  surrounding  heights.  It  is  also  rendered  assailable 
from  the  number  of  approaches  to  the  place,  passable  roads  for  infantry, 
cavalry,  and  artillery  leading  into  Somerset  from  every  direction. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  the  position  of  the  rebel  forces  stationed  at 
Mill  Springs,  upon  the  south  side  of  the  Cumberland  River,  and  at  Beech 
Grove,  upon  the  north  side  of  the  river.  At  Mill  Springs  the  rebel  force 
is  represented  as  numbering  3,000,  at  which  point  they  have  constructed 
earth  fortifications  upon  three  sides ; the  north  angle  of  the  square  being 
fortified  by  the  precipitous  bluffs  of  the  Cumberland  River. 

The  area  embraced  within  said  fortifications  cannot  be  less  than  400 
acres,  making  a line  to  be  defended  of  miles.  The  fortifications  on 
the  north  side  the  river  extend  across  a narrow  neck  of  land  between 
the  main  Cumberland  River  and  White  Oak  Creek,  and  consist  of  in- 
trenchments  about  1 mile  in  length. 

The  timber  upon  the  north  of  the  intrenchments  for  a distance  of 
three-fourths  of  a mile  has  been  thrown  so  that  there  is  no  approach 
except  by  the  narrow  road  in  front,  while  the  hope  of  a flank  movement 
is  futile,  as  the  precipitous  bluffs  of  the  Cumberland  upon  the  east  and 
those  of  White  Oak  Creek  upon  the  west  render  a flank  movement  of 
infantry  impossible. 

Had  we  a force  of  10,000  men  at  this  place  we  could  then  station 
behind  fortifications  at  the  two  crossings  of  Fishing  Creek  (Hudson’s 
and  Salt-works),  2,500  each,  while  with  the  remaining  force  of  5,000 
we  could  cross  the  Cumberland  at  Waitsborough  upon  coal-barges,  ith 
which  a bridge  could  soon  be  constructed,  and  by  a forced  march  of  the 
5,000  infantry  and  two  batteries  secure  the  position  A,  which  commands 
both  the  Mill  Springs  and  Beech  Grove  encampments ; also  the  cross- 
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ing  at  Mill  Springs.  Once  the  fire  was  opened  upon  them  at  Mill 
Springs,  should  they  attempt  to.  recross,  the  forces  from  the  north  side 
the  Cumberland  having  only  three  small  flats  of  capacity  insdfiicient 
to  cross  50  men  each  and  requmug  fully  one-half  hour  to  cross  and 
recross,  the  whole  force  would  fall  an  easy  prey  to  us.  They  have  also 
a large  quantity  of  army  stores  collected  at  Captain  West’s,  consisting 
of  bacon,  wheat,  corn,  &c.,  while  their  main  transportation  train  at  Mill 
Springs,  consisting  of  1,000  wagons,  horses,  mules,  and  cattle,  is  certainly 
an  object  of  acquisition.  Should  Zollicofi'er  not  attempt  to  recross  the 
Cumberland  upon  our  opening  fire  upon  Mill  Springs,  but  remain  an 
idle  spectator  until  that  place  was  reduced,  our  guns  could  then  be 
turned  upon  him,  and  the  distance  across  to  his  encampment  from  point 
A not  exceeding  miles,  it  would  be  within  range  of  our  guns. 

The  movement  above  indicated  is  i)referred  from  the  fact  that  it  will 
in  the  first  place  secure  a position  which  will  command  both  encamp- 
ments, and  at  the  same  time  cuts  off  the  retreat  of  the  forces  at  Mill 
Springs,  while,  should  Zollicoffer  attempt  to  escape  by  abandoning  his 
intrenchments  and  a move  north,  he  would  either  fall  upon  our  strong 
position  at  Fishing  Creek  or  else  move  in  the  direction  of  Jamestown, 
either  of  which  would  ]irove  alike  disastrous  to  him. 

I would  suggest  that  the  movement  should  be  made  without  baggage 
train,  and,  as  position  A is  distant  from  Somerset  only  18  miles,  we  might 
move  down  to  the  Cumberland  at  Waitsborough  and  make  a feint  by 
throwing  up  fortifications  until  night  fall,  when  our  boats  should  descend 
to  that  point,  the  bridge  be  ■ constructed,  and  the  crossing  effected  in 
about  four  hours. 

In  the  mean  time  a reliable  force,  consisting  of  one  or  two  companies, 
should  be  crossed  at  the  north  of  the  South  Fork  of  the  Cumberland,  and 
fall  into  the  main  road  at  Weaver’s,  7 miles  from  Waitsborough,  return- 
ing in  the  direction  of  Waitsborough,  taking  in  the  rebel  pickets  as  they 
return,  which  if  accomplished,  the  position  A could  be  secured  by  a 
march  of  three  hours  from  Waitsborough.  I inclose  you  the  sketch 
referred  to  in  my  letter.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHOEPF, 

Brigadier-  Genera  1. 


Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

Cairo ^ January  8,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  JSaint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Your  instructions  of  the  6th  were  received  this  morning  and  immedi- 
ate preparations  made  for  carrying  them  out.  Commodore  Foote  will  be 
able  to  co-operate  here  with  three  gunboats.  Two  others  will  go  up  the 
Tennessee,  with  a transport  accompanying,  having  on  board  a battalion 
of  infantry  and  one  section  of  artillery.  General  0.  F.  Smith  will  move 
upon  Mayfield,  and  the  cavalry  from  here  and  probably  two  regiments 
of  infantry  will  effect  a junction  with  him  there.  From  this  point  I have 
instructed  General  Smith  to  threaten  Camp  Beauregard  and  Murray,  but 
in  such  a way  as  to  make  it  appear  that  the  latter  and  probably  Dover 
[Fort  Donelson]  are  the  points  in  the  greatest  danger.  Genera]  Smith 
is  informed  that  re-enforcements  are  to  arrive  from  Saint  Louis,  and 
that  I will  occupy  the  ground  from  Fort  Jefferson  to  Blandville,  and  cut 
off  all  probability  of  an  attempt  to  get  on  his  flank  or  in  his  rear  from 
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Oolumbiis.  The  continuous  rains  for  the  last  week  or  more  have  ren- 
dered the  roads  extremely  bad,  and  wijl  necessarily  make  our  movement 
slow.  ‘ This,  however,  will  operate  worse  upon  the  enemy,  if  he  should 
come  out  to  meet  us,  than  upon  us. 

I will  i)robably  send  two  steamers  to  a point  below  Island  No.  1,  where 
there  is  a better  road  leading  directly  to  Columbus,  and  one  leading  into 
the  back  country,  intersecting  other  roads  leading  to  the  same  place. 
The  troops  on  these  steamers  will  be  fully  protected  by  the  gunboats, 
and  will  not  go  far  from  their  transports. 

I have  not  prepared  instructions  for  the  troops  moving  from  this  place, 
as  I will  be  along  and  may  have  to  vary  from  any  plan  that  could  now 
be  drawn  up.  This  movement  will  be  commenced  to-morrow,  and  every 
effort  made  to  carry  out  your  design. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters, 
Somerset,  Ky.,  January  8,  1862. 

Capt.  George  E.  Flynt, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Division,  ColumMa,  Ky. : 

Captain  : To-day’s  work  consists  in  making  a reconnaissance  with  a 
large  force  (sent  out  last  night)  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  position  at  Fish- 
ing Creek,  and  the  capture  of  two  of  his  cavalry,  with  the  supposed 
wounding  of  several  others.  My  object  was  to  cut  off  and  secure  his 
foraging  train,  but  the  bad  roads  and  high  water  in  the  creeks  pre- 
vented my  plans  being  fully  carried  out. 

Heavy  tiring  has  been  heard  during  the  day  in  the  direction  of  Mill 
Springs,  but  it  is  supposed  to  be  in  honor  of  the  day,  as  there  can  be 
none  of  our  forces  in  that  vicinity. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  S.  EYEEETT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  > 
No.  4.  j 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville,  Ky.,  January  8,  1862. 
# # # # # 


VII.  The  following  organization  of  brigades  will  be  observed  until 
further  orders ; 


Twentieth  Brigade. 

Colonel  Forsyth,  commanding. 

64th  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers,  Colonel 
Forsyth. 

65th  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers,  Colonel 
Harker. 

61st  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers,  Colo- 
nel Streight. 

Kentucky  Volunteers,  Colonel  Land- 

ram.  • 


Twenty-first  Brigade. 

Colonel  Carr,  commanding. 

40th  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers,  Colo- 
nel Wilson. 

57th  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers,  Colo- 
nel McMullen. 

58th  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers,  Colo- 
nel Carr. 

24th  Regiment  Kentucky  Volunteers,  Col- 
onel Grigsby. 


YIII.  The  Eighth  Eegiment  Kentucky  Volunteers  (Colonel  Barnes) 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Boone’s  battalion  of  Kentucky  volunteers  are 
assigned  to  the  Sixteenth  Brigade. 

IX.  Brigadier-General  Ward  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Six- 
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teenth  Brigade  and  such  other  troops  as  may  be  posted  to  guard  the  line 
in  front  of  Louisville;  headquarters  at  Elizabethtown. 

X.  The  following  troops  are  attached  to  the  Twelfth  Brigade,  Briga- 
dier-General Carter  commanding,  and  will  proceed  to  London,  Ky.,  viz : 
The  Forty-ninth  Indiana  Volunteers,  Colonel  Ray ; the  Sixteenth  Ohio 
Volunteers,  Colonel  De  Courcy ; Wetmore’s  battery  of  Ohio  volunteer 
artillery,  and  Major  Monday’s  battalion  of  Kentucky  cavalry. 

The  Forty-ninth  Indiana  will  march  via  Springfield,  Lebanon,  and 
Danville.  The  Sixteenth  Ohio  will  march  from  Lexington  direct.  The 
battery  and  the  battalion  of  cavalry  will  move  by  rail  to  Lebanon  and 
march  thence  via  Danville  to  London. 

**#*#*# 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Buell : 

[JAMES  B.  FRY,] 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Dept,  of  the  Ohio, 

Somerset^  Ky.,  January  8 [9],  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Eastern  Eivision: 

General:  The  fruits  ot  my  reconnaissance,  referred  to  in  my  note  of 
last  night,  amounted  to  only  2 cavalry  captured,  with  the  supposed 
wounding  of  several  others,  the  bad  roads  and  high  water  in  the  creek 
preventing  a more  successful  result.  My  men  returned  without  loss 
and  in  good  spirits,  except  that  they  evidently  felt  that  they  ought  to 
have  accomplished  more,  but,  under  the  circumstances  I believe  they 
did  all  that  could  have  been  expected.  When  the  present  storm  abates 
they  may  make  another  effort. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHOEPF, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  First  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis ^ January  9,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan,  Washington : 

General  : Yours  of  the  3d  was  received  last  evening  and  has  re- 
ceived my  most  careful  consideration.  I have  already  written  to  you 
and  to  the  President  (at  his  request)  in  relation  to  the  subject-matter  of 
your  letter.  I will  briefly  state  what  I have  done  and  had  proposed 
doing. 

On  the  6th  instant  I wrote  the  inclosed  communication  to  General 
Grant,*  and  on  the  7th  telegraphed  to  General  Buell  to  “designate  a day 
for  the  demonstration.”  To  assist  this  1 ordered  two  unarmed  regiments 
from  Springfield  to  General  Grant,  to  receive  their  arms  as  soon  as  we 
could  procure  them,  and  we  are  arming  two  regiments  at  Benton  Bar- 
racks, to  be  immediately  sent  to  Cairo.  One  additional  regiment  will  be 
withdrawn  from  the  Iron  Mountain  Railroad  and  one  from  the  Hannibal 
and  Saint  Joseph  Railroad,  making  six  in  all.  As  soon  as  we  receive 
arms  two  more  regiments  can  be  sent  from  Benton  Barracks.  The  in- 
surrection in  the  northeast  is  not  yet  entirely  suppressed.  General 
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Henderson  had  an  engagement  yesterday  near  Mexico,  and  captured  40 
prisoners.  He  expected  another  fight  this  morning.  If  any  of  our 
troops  are  withdrawn  from  there  at  present  the  scattered  insurgents  will 
collect,  and  again  destroy  the  railroad  and  telegraph  line.  W e may  ex- 
pect, however,  that  most  of  these  gangs  will  be  broken  up  in  the  course 
of  the  next  two  or  three  weeks. 

Price’s  army  is  still  near  Springfield.  His  forces  are  variously  esti- 
mated from  12,000  to  40,000.  About  50  miles  farther  south  it  is  said 
there  is  a force  of  18,000  Arkansas,  Texan,  and  Indian  troops  marching 
to  his  assistance.  Such  is  the  substance  of  the  telegrams  from  Geueral 
Curtis  and  Colonel  Steele.  In  order  to  ascertain  the  truth  as  to  Price’s 
position  and  numbers  as  nearly  as  possible,  I sent  out  the  cavalry  fi  om 
Eolla  to  drive  in  his  pickets  and  feel  his  position  and  strength,  intend- 
ing to  move  the  infantry  and  artillery  to  their  support.  On  receiving 
the  President’s  telegrams  I suspended  the  latter  movement,  and  for 
several  days  have  heard  nothing  from  Carr’s  cavalr^^  If  Price  should 
be  found  to  have  anything  like  his  reputed  forces,  it  would  probablj'  be 
necessary  to  send  against  him  also  most  of  the  available  forces  near 
Sedalia  not  now  absent  north  of  the  river  i3ursuing  rebel  bands  and 
bridge-burners.  For  the  reasons  already  given,  these  troops  are  still 
held  in  position. 

If  the  troops  at  Sedalia  and  Kolia  are  not  either  sent  against  Price  or 
put  in  position  to  keep  him  in  check,  he  will  unquestionably  return  to 
the  Missouri  Kiver,  where  he  will  be  received  by  a very  large  mass  of 
insurgents,  who  have  concealed  arms  and  ammunition.  This  informa- 
tion comes  from  so  many  reliable  sources  that  I cannot  doubt  its  correct- 
ness. The  question  is  therefore  a very  plain  one.  If  a sufficient  num- 
ber of  troops  are  to  be  withdrawn  from  Missouri  at  the  present  time  to 
constitute  an  expedition  up  the  Cumberland  strong  enough  to  afibrd  any 
reasonable  hope  of  resisting  an  attack  of  the  enemy,  we  must  seriously 
peril  the  loss  of  this  State.  I.  can  make  with  the  gunboats  and  availa- 
ble troops  a pretty  formidable  demonstration,  but  no  real  attack.  The 
gunboats  are  not  yet  ready,  but  probably  will  be  within  a week  or  two. 
With  good  luck  here,  and  the  receipt  of  the  11,000  arms  ordered  by  you 
a month  ago,  we  can  by  the  early  part  of  February  throw  some  15,000 
or  20,000  additional  troops  on  that  line.  If  you  insist  upon  my  doing 
this  now,  your  orders  will  be  obeyed,  whatever  may  be  the  result  in 
Missouri. 

Advices  received  yesterday  from  Cairo  are  to  the  effect  that  no  large 
forces  have  moved  from  the  vicinity  of  Columbus  in  the  direction  of 
Bowling  Green. 

Pillow  was  ordered  forward,  but,  disapproving  the  order,  he  resigned 
and  went  South. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

Major-General, 


Cairo,  III.,  January  9,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis: 

The  fog  is  so  dense  that  it  is  impossible  to  cross  the  river.  This  will 
defer  any  movement  for  one  day.  A steamer  is  now  lying  across  the 
channel  at  Dogtooth  Bend,  which  will  prevent  re-enforcements  arriving 
by  river  until  she  is  removed.  Have  re-enforcements  started*? 

U.  S.  GKANT. 
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Cairo,  January  9,  1862. 

Commodore  Andrew  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Cairo  Flotilla : 

Full  directions  have  been  given  for  the  movement  of  troops  on  the 
expedition  just  fitting  out.  It  will  commence  this  evening  by  the  ad- 
vance under  General  McClernand  taking  position  at  Fort  Jefferson. 
Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  direct  such  of  the  gunboats  as  you  may 
think  it  expedient  to  send  to  accompany  the  transports  and  occupy  a 
position  for  their  protection  ? 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier- General j Commanding, 


Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

Cairo,  January  9,  1862. 

General  John  A.  McClernand, 

Commanding^  Cairo,  III,: 

As  soon  as  ready  for  the  move,  your  command  will  proceed  to  Fort 
Jefferson  and  encamp  for  the  night.  The  cavalry,  artillery,  and  trans- 
port wagons  (empty)  will  land  at  Fort  Holt,  and  will  proceed  from  that 
point  to  Fort  Jefferson.  The  ammunition  may  be  divided,  if  necessary, 
among  the  accompanying  wagons  sufficiently  to  lighten  the  pieces  and 
caissons  to  make  their  transportation  practicable.  On  the  arrival  of 
troops  from  Bird’s  Point  at  Fort  Jefferson  to-morrow  morning  the  ad- 
vance will  be  moved  to  Elliott’s  Mill.  The  arrangement  of  guards  is  left 
with  the  commander  of  the  advance. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Grant: 

JNO.  A.  EAWLINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

Cairo,  January  9,  1862. 

General  E.  A.  Paine, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Bird’s  Point,  Mo.: 

On  the  arrival  of  transports  at  Bird’s  Point  you  will  cause  the  artil- 
lery, cavalry,  and  transport  wagons  to  be  ferried  to  Fort  Holt  and  go 
into  camp  for  the  night  immediately  below  there.  Before  having  the 
wagons  cross  move  everything  aboard  the  transports  that  can  be  dis- 
pensed with,  leaving  sufficient  guard  from  each  company  on  board  to 
look  after  the  company  property.  In  the  morning  everything  crossed 
to  Fort  Holt  will  proceed  to  Fort  Jefferson.  As  the  roads  will  be  heavy, 
it  may  be  necessary  for  the  artillery  to  distribute  their  ammunition 
among  the  wagons  accompanying.  With  the  balance  of  your  command 
now  under  orders  you  will  proceed  by  transports  to  the  same  place  and 
there  await  further  Qrders. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

Cairo,  January  9,  1862. 

General  C.  F.  Smith, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  Forces,  Paducah,  Ky.: 

Owing  to  the  density  of  the  fog  it  will  be  impossible  to  make  any 
movement  here  to-day.  This  will  delay  your  movements  also,  it  being 
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desirable  to  effect  a junction  at  Mayfield.  As  the  matter  now  stands, 
the  column  leaving  Paducah  need  not  start  until  Saturday.  If  there 
should  be  future  delay,  I will  telegraph  you. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier-  Oeneral,  Commanding, 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Department  of  the  Ohio, 
Camp  near  Columbia^  January  9,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  Albin  Schoepf, 

Commanding  at  Somerset: 

General  : Your  communication  of  the  7th  instant,  submitting  a plan 
of  the  enemy’s  intrenchments,  has  been  received  at  the  hands  of  Captain 
Hall.  Your  views  appear  to  me  excellent,  provided  the  bridge  of  boats 
can  be  secured  from  Ireshets.  It  is  General  Buell’s  desire,  however, 
that  we  should  not  cross  the  river  unless  absolutely  necessary.  His 
plan  was  that  by  marching  from  this  place  I should  threaten  his  left 
flank  whilst  you  attacked  him  in  front. 

Do  you  consider  his  position  impregnable  from  attack  in  front?  If 
so,  let  me  know  by  messenger  as  soon  as  you  can.  We  have  had  very 
bad  weather  since  the  1st,  and  have  another  obstacle  to-day  in  the  ris- 
ing of  the  creek  near  here.  I am  in  hopes,  however,  that  we  shall  be 
able  to  march  to-morrow. 

Very  respectlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier- General,  JJ.  S.  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Brigade, 

Mouth  of  Abbotfs  Creeh,  January  9,  1862. 
Colonel  Sheldon,  Commanding  Brigade: 

Dear  Sir:  We  have  been  here  about  an  hour.  We  were  attacked 
by  the  enemy’s  scouts,  who  were  lying  in  ambush  at  Abbott’s  Gap,  1 mile 
back.  Our  boys  behaved  admirably.  The  enemy  ranj  we  pursued. 
Took  a musket  and  a horse,  and  have  put  the  boys  up  on  a hill  in  the 
woods  to  bivouac.  The  enemy  is  encamped  3 miles  from  here,  up  Ab- 
bott’s Creek,  at  a point  called  Copperas  Lick.  Our  boys  are  very  weary, 
but  I think  we  shall  move  on  before  daybreak.  Their  cannon  are  behind, 
and  they  will  have  a great  deal  of  difficulty  in  transporting  them.  We 
have  now  a better  hope  than  ever  of  making  them  fight.  I want  you  to 
follow  us  with  every  available  man  that  the  quartermaster  can  feed  just 
as  soon  as  you  call  the  men  up  from  their  beds  and  get  hard  bread  in 
their  haversacks.  Get  everything  in  good  shape  as  possible,  but  hurry, 
hurry,  hurry. 

A messenger  has  just  reached  me  from  Major  McLaughlin,  saying  he 
has  sent  for  re-enforcements.  I hope  you  have  sent  them  alreadj^  If 
any  good  men  are  left,  send  them  to  me.  Now  or  never  we  must  strike 
them. 

Ever,  yours, 

J.  A.  GAEFIELD, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
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General  McClellan: 


Saint  Louis,  January  10,  1862. 


Do  you  insist  upon  my  withdrawing  troops  from  Missouri  for  the  pur- 
pose indicated  in  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  ? If  so,  it  will  be  done, 
but  in  my  opinion  it  involves  the  defeat  of  the  Union  cause  in  this  State. 
I will  write  more  fully  what  I have  done  and  can  do  to  assist  D.  0. 
Buell. 


H.  W.  HALLECK. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis ^ January  10,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  0.  Buell,  Louisville^  Ky. : 

Troops  at  Cairo  and  Paducah  are  ready  for  a demonstration  on  May- 
field,  Murray,  and  Dover.  Six  additional  regiments  will  be  there  next 
week.  Fix  a day  when  you  wish  the  demonstration,  bat  put  it  off  as 
long  as  possible,  in  order  that  I may  increase  the  strength  of  the  force. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-  General, 


Saint  Louis,  January  10,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  Cairo,  III, : 

Ee-enforcements  are  received  [delayed  ?],  and  arms.  Delay  your  move- 
ment until  I telegraph.  Let  me  know  when  the  channel  is  clear. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major- General, 


Cairo,  January  10,  1862. 

General  C.  F.  Smith, 

Commanding  U,  Forces^  Paducah^  Ky,: 

A telegraph  just  received  from  General  Halleck  notifies  me  of  a delay 
in  sending  re-enforcements  from  Saint  Louis,  and  directs  that  no  advance 
be  made  until  further  notice  from  him.  If  the  telegraph  is  in  working 
order  when  the  notice  is  received,  I will  inform  you  by  that  uncertain 
means  of  communication,  if  not,  by  express. 

To  add  to  our  difficulties,  a steamer  has  got  aground  about  20  miles 
above  here,  where  the  channel  is  very  narrow,  and  swung  around  so  as 
to  entirely  cut  off*  navigation  from  here  during  the  present  low  stage  of 
water  or  until  removed.  I have  sent  a steamer  to  her  relief. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Brigadier -General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville,  January  10,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  T.  L.  Crittenden, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division,  Calhoun,  Ky.: 

Sir  : The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  your  division 
without  delay  to  South  Carrollton  or  near  there.  Take  a strong  position 
on  the  north  side  of  the  river  which  can  be  held  by  a small  force. 
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Tate  your  bridge  with  you  or  provide  other  means  of  crossing  rapidly. 
Leave  a regiment  at  Calhoun  to  guard  the  lock. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Chief  of  Staff. 


Camp  Wood,  Munfordville,  January  10,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell  : 

Hindman’s  brigade,  about  3,000,  are  at  Bell’s.  Breckinridge,  with  his 
brigade,  at  Oakland.  I know  nothing  positive  in  regard  to  the  force  at 
Bowling  Green  : suppose  35,000  or  40,000. 

The  railroad  is  destroyed  from  Horse  Cave  for  about  3 miles.  The 
tunnel  track  is  torn  up  and  tunnel  blasted  full  of  rock,  timber  cut  over 
the  pike,  and  ditches  dug  across  the  road  this  side  of  Bell’s,  l^^one  of 
the  other  roads  have  been.  I have  sent  a trusty  man  by  Glasgow  to 
Scottsville.  He  should  be  back  to-day.  The  tete-de-jpont  is  progressing 
finely.  It  will  be  longer  than  I expected.  I have  not  yet  completed  the 
transfer,  but  will  complete  to-morrow.  Working  the  men  will  prove  a 
great  sanitary  measure. 

I was  on  the  other  side  when  the  message  came. 

A.  McD.  McCOOK, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Division, 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  District  of  Cairo,  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  commanding,  for 

January  10,  1862. 


Stations. 


Present  for  duty. 


Infantry. 


Cavalry. 


Artillery. 


Bird’s  Point,  Mo 

Cairo,  lU 

Cape  Girardeau,  Mo 

Fort  Holt,  Ky 

Paducah,  Ky 

Smithland,  Ay 

Total 


138 

204 

51 

72 

248 

17 


3,  23T 
4,143 
1,215 
1, 327 
5, 093 
357 


1, 150 
230 
152 
841 
61 


261 

145 

183 

82 

302 

82 


780 


15,  366 


159 


3, 328 


41 


1,  055 


18 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis ^ January  11,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  TJ.  S.  Grant,  Cairo^  III.: 

I can  hear  nothing  from  Buell,  so  fix  your  own  time  for  the  advance. 
Three  regiments  will  go  down  on  Monday. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 
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Adjutant-General’s  Office, 

Washington^  January  11,  18G2. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  JJ.  S.  A.,  Saint  Louis,  3fo.: 

The  following  dispatch  is  from  General  Buell.  Does  it  meet  your 
views  ? 

Raw  troops  do  not  add  much  to  our  strength  for  active  operations.  Why  not  send 
them  into  garrison  at  Cairo  and  Paducah,  and  let  the  older  troops  take  the  field,  as  the 
Confederates  are  doing  ? I refer  to  the  Illinois  regiments  ordered  here. 

L.  THOMAS, 
Adjutant-  General 


Headquarters,  Somerset,  Ky.,  January  11,  1862. 
General  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Division,  near  Columbia,  Ky. : 

General  : Yours  of  the  9th,  by  Captain  Hall,  was  duly  received. 
You  ask  whether  I consider  the  position  of  Zollicoffer  impregnable  in 
front.  I would  not  like  to  say  positively  that  such  was  the  case ; but 
I may  safely  say  that  to  carry  his  position  must  be  attended  with  heavy 
loss  of  life  on  our  part. 

There  is  no  possible  chance  of  maneuvering  with  infantry  in  front  of 
his  works,  while  artillery  could  be  of  no  use,  from  the  impossibility  of 
securing  any  point  from  which  it  could  be  used  to  advantage,  with  an 
almost  certainty  of  losing  it  in  the  event  of  our  failing  to  carry  the 
enemy’s  works  at  the  first  onset.  If  it  is  deemed  not  best  to  cross  the 
river,  the  next  thing  to  be  done  is  to  find  some  accessible  point  on  the 
west  side  of  White  Oak  Creek  from  which  our  artillery  could  be  brought 
to  bear  with  force  on  his  works,  in  the  mean  time  crowding  him  in  front 
and  flank  with  our  infantry.  By  this  means  we  may  draw  him  out  for 
a field  fight.  The  immediate  occupancy  by  artillery  of  one  or  more 
suitable  points  on  the  river  below  Mill  Springs,  for  the  purpose  of  stop- 
ping his  steamers,  is  a matter  which  in  my  opinion  should  not  be  over- 
looked, as,  with  the  present  condition  of  the  roads,  it  is  through  this 
channel  that  he  must  necessarily  draw  his  supplies.  I send  you  three 
men  to-day  who  are  acquainted  with  the  country  west  of  White  Oak 
Creek,  and  who  can  be  of  service  to  you  as  you  approach  that  line. 
Please  keep  me  advised  of  your  approach  and  plans,  that  I may  act 
promptly  and  in  concert  with  you. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHOEPF, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  at  Somerset. 


Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

Cairo,  January  12,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Saint  Louis,  3Io.  : 

Before  the  receipt  of  your  telegram  directing  delay  in  the  demonstra- 
tion previously  ordered,  I had  commenced  by  sending  a portion  of  my 
command  immediately  under  General  McClernand  to  Fort  Jefferson. 
As  it  would  be  attended  with  a good  deal  of  trouble  to  bring  these 
troops  back  and  have  a demoralizing  effect  on  them  besides,  I have 
left  them  there.  They  occupy  a good  camp  ground,  and  have  Mayfield 
Creek,  a stream  not  fordable,  between  them  and  the  enemy. 
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Yesterday  three  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats  came  up  to  reconnoiter,  but 
finding  two  of  ours  lying  below  the  camp  they  did  not  venture  near 
enough  to  see  our  position  or  for  our  gunboats  to  engage  them  effect- 
ually. They  placed  themselves  across  the  stream  at  very  long  range, 
and  by  the  time  Captain  Porter  and  Lieutenant  Paulding,  commanding 
the  gunboats,  weighed  anchor  and  got  under  headway  they  were  oft*. 
Captain  Porter  chased  them  under  their  guns  at  Columbus,  one  shot 
certainly,  and  he  thinks  two,  taking  effect  ui)on  one  of  their  boats,  dis- 
abling her  to  some  extent,  if  not  entirely,  for  present  use.  Captain 
Porter  pulled  up  and  brought  with  him  one  of  their  buoys,  intended  to 
mark  the  location  of  their  torpedoes  or  the  channel  to  navigate  to  avoid 
them.  Ee-enforcements  starting  from  Saint  Louis  on  Monday,  as  I am 
advised  by  your  telegram,  I will  commence  the  move  again  on  Tuesday. 

I have  just  learned  through  the  Memphis  Appeal,  and  also  from  a 
man  who  has  just  made  his  way  from  New  Orleans  and  who  spent 
Thursday  and  Friday  at  Columbus,  that  seven  regiments  have  left 
Columbus  recently  for  Bowling  Green.  I am  now  inclined  to  believe 
that  the  garrison  of  Columbus  is  now  weaker  than  it  has  been  for  sev- 
eral months  back.  It  is  also  probable  that  the  best-armed  and  best- 
drilled  troops  have  been  taken. 

I have  placed  Captain  Hatch,  assistant  quartermaster,  in  arrest^ 
and  directed  him  to  turn  over  all  public  property  to  Capt.  A.  S.  Baxter, 
assistant  quartermaster.  This  was  done  on  notice  from  Washington 
that  charges  would  be  preferred  against  the  former,  and,  if  not  already 
in  arrest,  he  should  be  so  placed  at  once.  Every  day  develops  further 
evidences  of  corruption  in  the  quartermaster’s  department,  and  that 
Mr.  Dunton,  chief  clerk,  if  not  chief  couspirator,  is  at  least  an  accom- 
plice. I have  ordered  his  arrest  and  confinement. 

I have  telegraphed  you  requesting  that  no  more  vouchers  given  here 
by  the  quartermaster  be  audited  for  the  present.  This  was  intended  to 
mean  those  given  by  Captain  Hatch.  As  his  conduct  will  probably  be 
the  subject  of  legal  investigation,  I forbear  saying  all  that  I fear  is 
true.  I address  the  commanding  general  in  person,  deeming  this  a mat- 
ter which  should  only  be  known  to  such  persons  as  he  may  desire 
should  know  it.  I have  directed  the  books  and  safe  of  Captain  Hatch 
to  be  taken  possession  of  and  kept  guarded  until  orders  are  received 
disposing  of  this  matter. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 


Washington,  January  12,  1862. 


Brigadier-General  Buell  : 

How  are  your  transportation  preparations  progressing  ? 

GEO.  B.  McClellan. 


Louisville,  Januxiry  12,  1862. 

General  McClellan  : 

I am  sorry  to  say  not  as  rapidly  as  the  necessity  for  it.  With  the 
present  condition  of  the  roads  it  is  by  no  means  sufficient. 

D.  0.  BUELL. 
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Louisville,  Ky.,  January  12,  1862 — 11  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

I have  received  your  letter,  and  will  at  once  devote  all  my  efforts  to 
your  views.  Will  write  to-night. 

B.  C.  BUELL, 

“ Brigadier ’General, 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington^  January  13,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ohio  : 

My  Dear  General  : Your  telegram  asking  for  six  more  batteries  is 
received.  I have  taken  measure^  to  have  them  ordered  to  you  at  once, 
and  will  endeavor  to  order  two  more  to  you  to-morrow.  I hope  you 
will  ere  long  receive  the  two  regular  companies  from  Fort  Eandall. 

You  have  no  idea  of  the  pressure  brought  to  bear  here  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment for  a forward  movement.  It  is  so  strong  that  it  seems  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  make  the  advance  on  Eastern  Tennessee  at  once.  I 
incline  to  this  as  a first  step  for  many  reasons.  Your  possession  of 
the  railroad  there  will  surely  prevent  the  main  army  in  my  front  from 
being  re-enforced  and  may  foree  Johnston  to  detach.  Its  political 
effect  will  be  very  great.  Halleck  is  not  yet  in  condition  to  afford  you 
the  support  you  need  when  you  undertake  the  movement  on  Bowling 
Green.  Meigs  has  sent  to  you  the  400  wagons  for  which  requisition 
was  made.  Should  the  supply  of  Government  wagons  be  insufficient, 
I would  recommend  hiring  private  teams.  If  the  people  will  not  freely 
give  them,  why,  then,  seize  them.  It  is  no  time  now  to  stand  on  trifles. 
I think  Ohio  can  now  give  you  five  or  six  new  regiments,  that  can  at 
least  guard  your  communications,  and  are  probably  about  as  good  as 
the  mass  of  the  troops  opposed  to  you. 

I am  now  quite  well  again,  only  somewhat  weak.  Hope  to  be  in  the 
saddle  in  a very  few  days. 

In  haste,  truly,  yours, 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General j Commanding, 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington^  January  13, 1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Commanding  Department  of  Missouri  : 

General  : Your  telegram  of  the  10th  would  have  been  replied  to 
ere  this  but  for  the  fact  that  my  state  of  health  has  thus  far  permitted 
me  to  attend  only  to  the  most  pressing  business.  I do  not  think  you 
had  read  my  letter  of  the  3d  with  much  care  when  you  sent  the  tele- 
gTaphic  reply.  My  letter  states  what  I consider  it  desirable  to  accom- 
plish, and  in  conclusion  I ask  your  views  and  the  time  necessary  to 
prepare,  as  well  as  the  force  you  can  use  for  the  purpose.  If  you  can 
spare  no  troops  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  so,  and  I must  look  elsewhere 
for  the  means  of  accomplishing  ^he  objects  in  ^dew.  There  is  nothing  in 
my  letter  that  can  reasonably  be  construed  into  an  order,  requiring  you 
to  make  detachments  that  will  involve  the  defeat  of  the  Union  cause  in 
Missouri. 
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I have  now  to  request  that,  if  you  have  not  already  done  so,  you  will 
send  to  me  as  soon  as  possible  a statement  of  the  numbers,  positions, 
and  conditions  of  the  troops  in  your  department,  together  with  the  same 
information  in  regard  to  the  enemy,  as  far  as  you  can  give  it. 

I am,  very  truly,  yours, 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 
Major-General,  Commanding  U.  8.  Army, 


Louisville,  January  13,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  Georoe  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  U.  '8,  Army : 

My  Dear  Friend  : I did  uot  mean  to  be  understood  in  my  dispatch 
to  the  President  as  attaching  little  importance  to  the  movement  on  East 
Tennessee  ; on  the  contrary,  it  is  evidently  of  the  highest  importance, 
if  thoroughly  carried  out  j but  I believe  that  if  the  other  object  were 
attained  the  same  result  would  be  accomplished  quite  as  promptly  and 
effectually.  I have  taken  no  step  thus  far  that  has  not  had  that  in  view 
also.  It  is  certainly  more  favorable  to  its  success  that  my  whole  atten- 
tion has  seemed  to  be  devoted  to  Bowling  Green,  for  it  has  had  the 
effect  to  withdraw  nearly  the  whole  of  the  enemy^s  attention  from  East 
Tennessee,  while  an  apparent  preparation  for  it  on  our  side  would  have 
made  its  force  more  formidable.  As  I told  you  in  my  dispatch.  1 shall 
now  devote  myself  to  it,  contenting  myself,  as  far  as  Bowling  Green  is 
concerned,  with  holding  it  in  check  and  concealing  my  design  as  long 
as  possible. 

The  presence  of  Zollicoffer  at  Mill  Springs,  although  an  obstacle,  I 
do  not  regard  as  altogether  unfortunate,  as  it  affords  a reason  for  send- 
ing a considerable  force  to  that  point.  He  has  intrenched  himself  on 
both  sides  of  the  river,  which  is  readily  navigable,  and  affords  him 
facilities  for  supplying  himself  from  Nashville.  I have  sent  Thomas 
there,  with  the  remainder  of  his  division,  in  all  some  14,000  men  and 
twenty-six  jiieces  of  artillery,  and  have  ordered  a brigade  and  battery 
to  the  river  at  Jamestown,  by  which  I hope  to  stop  Zollicoffer’s  sup- 
plies through  that  channel.  As  soon  as  our  means  of  transportation 
will  permit  I will  establish  a depot  at  Somerset  and  commence  our 
movement.  At  present  it  is  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  the  troops 
are  supplied,  and  1 am  quite  sure  that  I have  not  let  the  subject  of 
transportation  rest.  Colonel  Swords  is  now  sick,  and  has  evidently  not 
been  able  to  work.  I am  afraid  Cross  will  not  be  much  better.  The 
Tennessee  arms  are  being  unpacked  and  put  in  order  and  forwarded 
to  Lebanon. 

It  is  not  too  early  to  consider  some  matters  connected  with  this  move- 
ment. The  first  column  may  be  from  8,000  to  10,000  strong,  but  it 
should  be  promptly  suxiported  and  its  communications  kept  open.  It 
will  no  doubt  very  soon  draw  off*  some  of  the  force  now  in  I'ront  of  us, 
but  at  first  we  cannot  reduce  the  force  on  Green  Eiver  very  much.  I 
shall  have  to  take  a division  from  there  unless  we  succeed  in  destroy- 
ing Zollicoffer’s  force  entirely,  which  jierhaps  is  too  much  to  calculate 
ujion. 

By  the  organization  of  the  Kentucky  regiments  and  the  introduc- 
tion of  raw  regiments  from  Ohio  and  Indiana  our  numerical  strength 
has  suddenly  risen  from  70,000  to  90,000.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that 
a large  proportion  of  this  is  unfit  for  active  operations.  However,  it 
will  answer  a certain  purpose.  It  is  organized  into  twenty-three  bri 
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gades,  and,  say,  six  divisions,  with  only  sixteen  batteries.  It  ought  to 
be  increased  to  eight  divisions,  and  the  artillery  ought  to  be  nearly 
doubled,  say  in  all  120,000  men.  Then  not  less  than  three  divisions 
will  be  required  in  front  of  Eowling  Green,  not  less  than  three  for  East 
Tennessee  and  its  communications,  one  at  Columbia  and  Jamestown, 
and  one  in  reserve.  The  Columbia  line  is  more  important  than  may  at 
lirst  seem  to  you.  It  is  a turnpike,  connecting  directly  with  Lebanon. 
Monticello,  just  opposite,  is  an  important  point,  which  I am  anxious  to 
seize  if  I have  the  force.  It  is  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  and  con- 
trols the  route  up  the  Cumberland  on  that  side,  besides  being  in  a loyal 
and  productive  part  of  the  State. 

I need  more  good  staff  officers  in  every  department. 

I am  glad  to  see  you  getting  up  again. 

Trulv,  yours, 

D.  C.  BUELL. 

P.  S. — The  plan  of  any  colonel,  whoever  he  is,  for  ending  the  war  by 
entering  East  Tennessee  with  his  5,000  men  light — that  is,  with  pack- 
mules  and  three  batteries  of  artillery,  &c. — while  the  rest  of  the  armies 
look  on,  though  it  has  some  sensible  patent  ideas,  is  in  the  aggregate 
simply  ridiculous. 


Camp  Wood,  January  13,  18G2. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  Commanding: 

My  man  left  Bowling  Green  yesterday  morning.  He  says  they  are 
not  re-enforcing.  They  have  no  guns  on  BakePs  Hill  that  can  be 
seen.  They  are  not  doing  any  additional  work  to  strengthen  their 
position.  Floyd  is  at  Bowling  Green.  McCulloch  is  not  there.  Breck- 
inridge is  at  Oakland,  Hindman’s  headquarters.  At  Bell’s  he  gave  notice 
to  the  people  of  Cave  City  to  move  immediately;  that  every  house  that 
would  serve  for  headquarters  or  hospital  would  be  burned.  There  is 
no  obstruction  on  the  roads  this  side  of  Bowling  Green,  save  a little 
this  side  of  Bell’s — trees  cut  and  ditches  dug.  I have  had  the  amount 
of  damage  to  railroad  estimated  at  about  a half  mile  in  all,  but  in  de- 
tached places.  I have  a Louisville  Courier  of  the  11th  instant.  Ex- 
tract puts  the  percentage  of  sick  altogether  too  large ; the  number  of 
dead  from  disease  is  deplorably  great.  They  are  not  fortifying  at  Davis 
Hill,  below  Glasgow. 

McCOGK. 


Headquarters  Department  oe  the  Ohio, 

Louisville j January  13,  1862. 

General  Georoe  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

General  : On  account  of  the  time  that  would  be  occupied  in  prepa- 
ration and  the  notice  it  would  attract,  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  cross 
the  river  as  you  propose.  General  Schoepf’s  suggestion,  though  it  is 
open  to  the  objection  of  dividing  your  force  widely,  seems  plausible,  but 
so  much  depends  on  locations  and  other  circumstances  wliich  can  only 
be  ascertained  on  the  grounds,  that  it  is  impossible  to  decide  well  with- 
out nearer  observations.  The  matter,  therefore,  must  be  left  to  your 
judgment.  Your  messenger’s  description  of  the  ground  rather  inclines 
me  to  my  first  idea  about  it,  but  I must  leave  it  to  your  own  discretion. 

I ha^'e  ordered  two  more  regiments  and  two  batteries  to  join  yon  ; but 
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if  you  see  an  opportunity,  lose  not  a day.  The  enemy  will  profit  more 
by  it  than  you  will.  You  will  be  superior  in  artillery,  at  any  rate,  I sup- 
pose. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  0.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  Dept,  of  the  Ohio, 

Camp  near  Webb'^s  Cross-Roads^  Ky.j  January  13,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  0.  Buell, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ohio,  Louisville,  Ky. : 

General  : After  two  days  of  the  hardest  work  I have  reached  this 
place,  16  miles  from  Columbia,  with  the  advance  brigade  of  my  division ; 
the  provision  and  ammunition  train,  with  a portion  of  our  brigade,  is 
still  in  the  rear,  and  will  probably  not  reach  here  to-night. 

The  road,  which  has  been  represented  as  good,  is  the  worst  I ever 
saw,  and  the  recent  rains  have  made  it  one  continuous  quagmire  from 
Columbia  to  this  place. 

We  are  still  17  miles  from  the  position  of  the  enemy  by  the  shortest 
road,  viz,  that  across  the  headwaters  of  the  Wolf  Creek,  leaving  Har- 
rison to  the  left.  This  road  is  represented  by  my  scouts  as  much  worse 
than  the  roads  the  command  has  already  passed  over. 

It  is  next  to  impossible  to  procure  either  forage  or  subsistence  in  the 
country,  and  entirely  impracticable  to  haul  either  over  the  road  at  this 
season  of  the  year.  It  is  therefore  necessary  to  do  one  of  two  things — 
either  to  go  to  Jamestown  and  eventually  down  the  river  to  Burkes- 
ville,  thereby  cutting  off  all  communication  between  Mill  Springs  and 
XashviUe  by  the  river,  or  work  our  way  by  this  road  to  Somerset  and 
join  General  Schoepf.  We  can  never  get  supplies  in  any  other  way. 

Should  my  division  proceed  on  to  Somerset  it  would  be  impossible 
to  get  down  the  river  by  the  road  on  this  side  during  the  winter ; and 
as  Schoepf ’s  force  is  sufficient  to  keep  the  enemy  in  check,  I would  re- 
spectfully suggest  that  the  troops  now  with  me  proceed  at  once  to 
Jamestown  and  eventually  to  Burkesville,  from  which  point  their  serv- 
ices can  be  made  available  in  any  operations  in  the  direction  of  Bowl- 
ing Green. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Brigadier-General  TJ.  8.  Army,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  Dept,  of  the  Ohio, 

Camp  at  WebVs  Cross-Roads,  Ky.,  January  13,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Schoepf, 

Commanding  at  Somerset : 

General  : I received  yours  of  the  11th  to-day,  by  Captain  Hall. 
When  I last  wrote  you  I was  in  hopes  of  being  near  Somerset  by  this 
time,  but  the  heavy  rains  have  injured  the  roads  so  much  that  it  will 
be  impossible  to  say  now  when  I can  be  in  your  vicinity.  We  have 
already  been  three  days  in  making  16  miles,  and  our  ammunition  and 
provisions  are  far  behind  now — probably  will  not  be  up  by  to-morrow 
night.  Should  I ever  succeed  in  getting  near  you,  I will  send  a mes- 
senger to  let  you  know.  I wrote  to  General  Buell  five  days  since,  sub- 
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mitting  your  proposition  of  crossing  the  river  and  attacking  from  the 
bluffs  of  Meadow  Creek,  but  have  received  no  rejily  from  him  up  to  this 
time.  As  soon  as  I hear  I will  write  you  the  result. 

I have  not  had  time  to  converse  with  the  men  you  sent  me  fully,  but 
if  it  be  possible  to  approach  the  enemy  by  way  of  White  Oak  Creek  I 
should  like  to  have  them  as  guides. 

Eespectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Brigadier- General j U.  S.  Army^  Commanding, 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

^o.  3.  j Cairo j January  13,  1862. 

During  the  absence  of  the  expedition  now  starting  upon  soil  hitherto 
occupied  almost  solely  by  the  rebel  army,  and  where  it  is  a fair  infer- 
ence that  every  stranger  met  is  our  enemy,  the  following  orders  will  be 
observed : 

Troops  in  marching  will  be  kept  in  the  ranks,  company  officers  being 
held  strictly  accountable  for  all  stragglers  from  their  companies. 

No  firing  will  be  allowed  in  camp  or  on  the  march  not  strictly  re- 
quired in  the  performance  of  duty. 

Whilst  in  camp  no  permits  will  be  granted  to  officers  or  soldiers  to 
leave  their  regimental  grounds,  and  all  violations  of  this  order  must  be 
promptly  and  summarily  punished. 

Disrepute  having  been  brought  upon  our  brave  soldiers  by  the  bad 
conduct  of  some  of  their  numbers,  showing  on  all  occasions  when  march- 
ing throngh  territory,  occupied  by  sympathizers  of  the  enemy  a total 
disregard  of  rights  of  citizens,  and  being  guilty  of  wanton  destruction 
of  private  property,  the  general  commanding  desires  and  intends  to 
enforce  a change  in  this  respect. 

Interpreting  confiscation  acts  by  troops  themselves  has  a demoraliz- 
ing effect,  weakens  them  in  exact  proportion  to  the  demoralization,  and 
makes  open  and  armed  enemies  of  many  who,  from  opposite  treatment, 
would  become  friends,  or  at  most  non-combatants. 

It  is  ordered,  therefore,  that  the  severest  punishment  be  inflicted  upon 
every  soldier  who  is  guilty  of  taking  or  destroying  private  property,  and 
any  commissioned  officer  guilty  of  like  conduct,  or  of  countenancing  it, 
shall  be  deprived  of  his  sword  and  expelled  from  the  camp,  not  to  be 
permitted  to  return. 

On  the  march  cavalry  advance  guards  will  be  well  thrown  outj  also 
flank  guards  of  cavalry  or  infantry  when  practicable. 

A rear  guard  of  infantry  will  be  required  to  see  that  no  teams,  bag- 
gage, or  disabled  soldiers  are  left  behind. 

It  will  be  the  duty  of  company  commanders  to  see  that  rolls  of  their 
companies  are  called  immediately  upon  going  into  camp  each  day  and 
every  member  accounted  for. 

H.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

Cairo ^ January  14,  1862. 

€apt.  J.  0.  Kelton,  Saint  Louis^  Mo.  : 

The  troops  from  Saint  Louis  expected  to-day  have  not  yet  arrived. 
I have,  however,  commenced  the  move  directed  a few  days  since  with- 
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out  them,  occupying  to-night  Blandville,  Elliott’s  Mill,  and  Fort  Jef- 
ferson. 

Yesterday  a reconnoitering  party  of  cavalry,  supported  by  infantry^ 
went  within  3 miles  of  Columbus,  driving  in  the  enemy’s  pickets. 

To-day  I accompanied  Commodore  Foote,  Avith  the  gunboats  Essex, 
St.  Louis,  and  Tyler,  to  within  miles  of  the  batteries  at  Columbus. 
A few  shells  were  thrown  around  the  batteries  by  the  Essex  and  St. 
Louis,  with  AvEat  effect  1 cannot  tell.  The  enemy  replied  with  two  or 
three  shots  without  effect.  In  making  this  move  I found  myself  much 
embarrassed  by  deficiency  in  the  quartermaster’s  deiDartment.  Captain 
Kountz,  who  was  recently  sent  here  as  master  of  transportation,  from 
his  great  unpopularity  with  river  men  and  his  wholesale  denunciation 
of  everybody  connected  with  the  Government  here  as  thieves  and  cheats, 
was  entirely  unable  to  get  crews  for  the  necessary  boats.  I was  com- 
pelled to  order  that  boatmen,  if  they  declined  seiwing  voluntarily,  should 
be  put  aboard  the  boats  and  made  to  serve  as  prisoners.  Many  ex- 
pressed a willingness  to  serve  if  I said  so,  but  would  not  Avork  under 
the  captain,  and  others  left  the  city,  as  I am  informed,  solely  to  avoid 
the  possibility  of  having  to  serve  under  his  direction.  He  seems  to 
have  desired  to  be  placed  on  duty  here  for  no  other  purpose  than  to 
wreak  his  revenge  upon  some  riA^er  men  Avhom  he  dislikes,  and  to  get 
into  the  service  of  Government  a boat  in  which  he  has  an  interest, 
either  as  owner  or  a former  proprietorship,  not  yet  settled  for.  He  has 
caused  so  much  trouble  and  shown  such  a disregard  for  my  orders,  that 
I have  been  compelled  to  order  his  arrest.  I would  respectfully  ask 
that  he  be  ordered  to  another  field  of  duty.  As  I shall  be  off*  to-morrow 
morning  charges  cannot  be  preferred  until  my  return,  and  it  is  embar- 
rassing to  the  service  just  at  this  time  to  have  .courts-martial  sitting. 
I respectfully  submit  this  matter  to  the  general  commanding  the 
department  for  his  decision. 

Colonel  Cavanaugh,  commanding  a regiment  of  cavalry  now  stationed 
at  Shawneetown,  has  received  a telegraphic  order  from  Springfield,  111., 
to  report  himself  there  to  organize  a brigade,  his  regiment  to  form  a 
part,  to  be  reported  for  orders  to  General  Buell.  As  his  serAuces  can 
be  spared  for  a few  days  I have  given  him  leave  to  go  to  Springfield, 
but  informed  him  that  his  regiment  cannot  be  moved  without  orders 
coming  through  headquarters  of  the  department.  The  colonel  desires 
me  to  say  that  he  has  a decided  preference  for  remaining  in  this  depart- 
ment. This,  hoAvever,  I do  not  regard,  as  it  is  his  duty  to  go  where 
ordered,  and  where  his  services  can  be  of  the  most  value. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GKANT, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

CairOj  January  14,  1862. 


Col.  John  Cook, 

Commanding  Forces^  Fort  Holt^  Ky.  : 


Your  command  will  march  to-morrow  to  BlandAulle,  leaving  Fort  Jef- 
ferson at  10  o’clock  a.  m. 


U.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier -General^  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

Cairo j January  14,  1862. 

General  John  A.  McClernand, 

Commanding  Advance  Forces ^ Fort  Jefferson^  Ky.: 

■ In  accordance  with  previous  instructions,  encamp  at  or  near  Bland- 
ville  to-night. 

To-morrow  march  with  your  entire  command  from  7 to  10  miles,  on  the 
most  practicable  route  to  Mayfield,  probably  through  Lovelaceville. 
Next  morning  start  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  all  the  cavalry  but 
four  companies  to  join  General  Smith  at  Mayfield.  At  the  same  time 
send  out  a good  portion  of  the  cavalry  you  expect  to  retain  on  a recon- 
naissance towards  Columbus,  and  leave  anything  but  an  appearance  of 
an  intention  to  return  this  way  with  a portion  of  your  force  until  you 
actually  start  on  the  return.  In  the  afternoon,  say,  starting  at  12  m., 
return  again  to  Bland ville.  You  will  there  find  additional  forces,  and 
will  receive  directions  for  future  movements. 

Should  1 not  be  with  you,  you  may  find  it  necessary  to  vary  the  above 
instructions.  It  is  not  expected  that  the  force  thrown  forward  to  May- 
field  will  be  sent  in  the  face  of  a large  army  or  that  you  will  remain  off 
from  the  balance  of  the  troops  and  so  remote  from  the  base  of  our  line 
to  receive  an  attack  from  a superior  force. 

The  arrangement  in  this  respect  will  have  to  be  left  to  your  judg- 
ment, knowing  that  you  will  be  better  able  to  judge  of  the  feasibility  of 
the  plan  indicated  than  any  one  not  present  could  be. 

H.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

Cairo,  January  14,  1862. 


Brig.  Gen.  E.  A.  Paine, 

Commanding  Forces,  Bird’s  Point,  Mo.: 


To-morrow  march  your  command  to  Blandville,  leaving  one  regiment 
of  infantry  and  one  squadron  of  cavalry  at  Fort  Jefferson  and  to  guard 
the  road  at  EUiotPs  Mill.  Have  all  the  approaches  from  Columbus 
watched,  so  as  to  avoid  all  chance  of  surprise.  You  will  receive  further 
instructions  at  Blandville. 

H.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  January  14,  1862. 

Brigadier- General  Buell,  Louisville,  Ky. : 

General  C.  F.  Smith  reports,  January  10,  that  no  troops  have  left 
Columbus  for  Bowling  Green  save  the  two  regiments  reported  two 
weeks  ago. 

G.  W.  CULLUM, 

Brigadier-General,  and  Chief  of  Staff, 
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Washington,  D.  C.,  January  15,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halle  ck, 

Commanding  Department  of  Missouri,  Saint  Louis : 

My  letter  of  3d  was  not  intended  to  direct  or  advise  you  to  strip  Mis- 
souri of  troops  so  as  to  endanger  the  safety  of  the  State.  It  was  only 
to  indicate  to  you  the  objects  in  view  and  to  obtain  your  views,  as  well 
as  to  learn  what  troops  you  had  disposable  for  the  movement.  I wrote 
on  13th  fully.  Shall  I forward  mortars  for  rafts  and  how  many  ? Have 
new  arms  arrived  and  how  many  more  do  you  need 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  January  15,  1862. 
General  Thomas: 

Sir  : Colonel  Wolford  has  returned  from  a scout.  He  says  that  he 
went  to  Harrison;  from  there  to  the  Wolf  Creek  road;  theutoLogan^s; 
from  there  4 miles  down  the  Mill  Springs  road ; then  back. 

He  says  that  he  saw  nothing,  and  could  hear  nothing,  and  that  there 
were  no  pickets  on  any  of  the  roads  over  which  he  went ; that  there 
were  no  horse-tracks  on  the  roads  made  since  the  rain.  This  would 
seem  to  indicate  that  Zollicoffer  had  departed,  if  it  were  not  for  other 
reliable  news  just  received  by  me  from  one  whom  I sent  out  this  morn- 
ing. Old  man  Foster  says  that  last  night  the  enemy  came  in  very  con- 
siderable force,  some  three  regiments,  on  the  McLennan  Hill,  situated 
between  Forbush  and  Wolf  Creek,  about  1 mile  from  the  river.  This 
afternoon  the  whole  body  took  back  towards  their  camp  by  way  of  the 
road  between  Forbush  and  White  Oak  (Eobertsport  road).  They  were 
compelled  to  go  that  way  on  account  of  the  river  having  risen. 

This  evening  at  sundown  they  were  passing  toward  White  Oak  Creek, 
within  8 miles  from  their  camp,  whipping  and  pressing  their  teams  very 
hard.  They  are  now  out  of  our  way,  I think.  What  a nice  thing 
we  have  missed  by  not  having  means  of  getting  news  ! Now,  I hardly 
think  that  he  could  have  come  out  to  attack  us,  or  they  would  not  have 
brought  the  wagons.  This  would  look  as  though  he  had  not  known  of 
our  presence  until  to-day,  and  then  he  took  back.  I will  have  my 
advance  and  pickets  keep  a sharp  lookout  should  an  attack  be  con- 
templated. 

If  he  comes  this  way  we  can  whip  all  of  them  without  any  trouble  in 
the  position  we  have. 

I send  you  this  that  you  may  take  such  steps  as  seem  proper. 

I have  no  news  from  the  camp  of  the  enemy  other  than  what  you  are 
in  possession  of.  I am  about  satisfied  that  he  has  not  to  exceed  5,000, 
all  told.  I will  give  you  the  particulars  when  I see  you. 

Yours,  truly, 

E.  L.  McCOOK. 


P.  S. — I think  we  could  not  intercept  the  train  now,  as  we  would 
have  to  go  by  the  Mill  Springs  road  to  head  them  off,  a march  of  16 
miles. 
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Headquarters  First  Brioade, 

Somerset^  January  15,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  Eastern  Division: 

General  ; I received  yours  of  tlie  14tli  instant,  and  in  reply  to  your 
inquiries  regarding  the  practicability  of  sending  boats  down  the  river 
to  Mill  Springs  I could  not  take  the  responsibility  of  advising  it  from 
the  knowledge  I have  of  the  enemy^s  position  at  that  place.  Please 
advise  me  which  route  you  are  going  to  take.  If  to  Somerset,  I would 
advise  you  to  take  the  road  north  by  Adams^  Mill,  as  the  Columbia 
road  is  now  impassable  even  for  empty  wagons. 

It  would  be  very  important  for  me  to  know  the  strength  and  disposi- 
tion of  your  command  in  case  of  a simultaneous  attack  upon  the  enemy. 
We  can  barely  obtain  forage,  the  roads  being  very  bad.  Provisions  are 
^"ery  scarce,  and  complaints  are  made  daily  of  our  troops  taking  them 
without  pay.  Growls  train  has  been  taken  from  our  lines  and  trans- 
ferred to  the  London  road. 

The  brigade  quartermaster  has  only  a few  wagons  and  fewer  mules. 
It  is  extremely  important  that  the  disbursing  officers  should  be  pro- 
vided with  funds,  as  the  inhabitants  complain  bitterly  of  having  their 
property  taken  without  compensation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SGHOEPF, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Headquarters  Camp  in  Field, 

OWeilVs  Mill,  January  16,  1862. 

Col.  C.  C.  Marsh, 

Twentieth  Illinois  Volunteers,  Fort  Jefferson,  Ey. : 

You  will  send  the  accompanying  dispatch  to  Colonel  Johnson,  at  El- 
liott’s Mill,  as  soon  as  possible.  Let  six  of  your  companies  of  your 
regiment  be  got  ready  and  moved  as  soon  as  possible  to  join  Colonel 
Johnson’s  command  at  Elliott’s  Mill,  where  they  will  camp  for  the 
night,  leaving  the  remaining  force  to  garrison  Fort  Jefferson.  Have 
three  or  four  cavalrymen  stationed  at  Fort  Jefferson,  to  bring  any 
dispatches  which  may  come  there  for  me.  If  you  have  no  cavalry 
for  the  purpose,  you  can  detain  the  cavalry  which  carry  you  this  dis- 
patch, if  you  have  no  other. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Grant : 

WM.  S.  HILLYEE, 

Aide-de-  Camp. 


[Inclosure.] 


Headquarters  Camp  in  Field, 

OWeilFs  Mill,  January  16,  1862. 


Col.  A.  K.  Johnson, 

Commanding  JJ.  8.  Forces,  EllioWs  Mill,  Ky. : 


You  will  push  out  a strong  party  of  cavalry  and  infantry  for  recon- 
naissance on  Columbus  road  for  4 or  5 miles  towards  Columbus  or  as 
far  as  can  be  done  with  security,  taking  no  baggage,  and  return  to 
camp  at  your  present  position  to-night.  Six  companies  of  Colonel 
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Marshes  Twentieth  Illinois  Volunteers  will  join  you  at  Elliott’s  Mill 
to-night. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  IJ.  S.  Grant : 

WM.  S.  HILLYEE, 

Aide-de-  Camp. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Ohio,  - 
Louisville^  Ky.^  January  16,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  T.  J.  Wood, 

Commanding  at  Bardstown : 

Sir  : The  general  commanding  desires  to  have  the  road  from  Dan- 
ville to  Somerset  put  into  good  order,  and  for  this  purpose  he  assigns  you 
to  the  duty  and  to  the  command  of  the  troops  to  he  engaged  in  it. 
You  will  therefore  at  once  jiroceed  to  Lebanon,  and  move  with  the 
Twentieth  Brigade,  Colonel  Forsyth,  and  begin  the  work  from  Dan- 
ville j 1,000  axes,  1,000  picks,  500  shovels,  and  500  spades  were  ordered 
to  Colonel  Forsyth  from  this  place  to-day,  and  will  reach  him  to-mor- 
row. The  Twenty-first  Brigade,  Colonel  Carr,  will  be  under  your  com- 
mand, but  remain  at  Lebanon,  unless  you  find  it  necessary  (which  it  is 
hoped  will  not  be  the  case)  to  call  upon  it  to  aid  in  the  work.  Turn 
over  the  command  at  Bardstown  to  the  senior  officer,  and  give  him  such 
instructions  as  may  seem  to  be  necessary. 

The  general  directs  me  to  impress  upon  you  the  importance  of  the  . 
work  proposed,  as  the  supply  of  our  troops  depends  upon  its  successful 
and  earl3"  completion.  The  road  must  be  corduroyed  and,  if  necessar^^,. 
from  one  end  to  the  other,  using  for  this  purpose  logs  split  so  as  to 
make  a species  of  puncheon  floor,  and  making  the  road  not  less  than 
16  feet  wide.  You  are  aware  of  the  difficulties  and  dangers  to  animals 
in  passing  over  a road  of  this  nature  unless  it  is  well  made,  and  the 
'general  therefore  trusts  to  your  judgment  and  experience  in  such  mat- 
ters to  accomplish  the  object  he  lias  in  view  without  giving  you  more 
detailed  instructions.  Any  demands  you  may  make  for  tools  or  appli- 
ances will  be  as  promptly  complied  with  as  possible.  General  Thomas 
has  orders  to  work  in  like  manner  on  the  Somerset  end  of  the  same 
road.  It  is  hoped  and  presumed  this  duty  will  not  occupy  more  than 
ten  days,  and  your  present  assignment  must  be  regarded  as  special 
and  temporary.  You  will  please  report  progress  daily,  if  practicable, 
and  on  the  comxiletion  of  the  work  report  by  letter  or  telegraph  for 
further  orders.  The  general  is  conscious  of  the  difficulties  to  be  met 
in  the  task  imposed  upon  you,  but  trusts  to  their  being  overcome. 

Draw  your  supplies  from  Lebanon. 

I am,  sir,  ver^^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  FEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Chief  of  Staff, 


Bacon  Creek,  January  16,  1862. 

General  D.  C.  Buell  : 

The  reconnaissance  shall  be  promptly  made.  All  roads  are  now 
equally  impassable  for  trains,  and  must  be  built  as  I described.  Two 
wagons  broke  down  between  my  headquarters  and  the  depot.  I will 
make  a wooden  road  to-morrow. 

O.  M.  MITOHEL, 

Brigadier- Gene  ra  L 
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January  16,  1862. 

Oeneral  McCook,  Munfordville : 

Can  you  ascertain  anything  about  the  enemy^s  position  at  Oakland — 
the  order  in  which  their  troops  are  disposed?  Make  the  effort. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 


Camp  Wood,  January  17,  1862. 

Oeneral  Buell: 

My  latest  information  was  that  Breckinridge’s  headquarters  were  at 
Wilder’s  house.  His  regiments  were  scattered  along  the  pike.  I will 
do  my  best.  Bell  yesterday  was  blowing  up  the  turnpike  below  Cave 
City,  and  felling  trees  over  old  Lexington  road,  leading  from  Bell’s 
to  Horse  Well  and  Bear  Wallow.  All  well  and  quiet. 

McCOOK. 


Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

In  Field^  January  17,  1862. 
Capt.  J.  C.  Kelton,  Saint  Louis,  Mo, : 

On  Tuesday  General  McClernand  moved  from  Fort  Jefferson  to  near 
Bland ville  with  over  6,000  men.  On  Wednesday  his  position  was 
occupied  by  General  Paine  with  a force  of  about  2,000,  General  McCler- 
nand moving  with  his  brigade  toward  Milburn,  Fort  Jefferson  and 
Elliott’s  Mill  being  occupied  during  this  time  by  two  infantry  regi- 
ments and  some  cavalry  and  artillery.  The  bridge  at  Coathe’s  Mill 
was  also  guarded  by  one  regiment. 

On  this  day  (Wednesday)  I visited  all  the  different  commands  except 
the  one  at  Elliott’s  Mill,  and  returned  for  the  night  to  Coathe’s  Mill. 
Written  instructions  were  left  with  General  McClernand  to  move  on  to 
Milburn,  and  from  there  send  a dispatch  across  to  General  Smith  (one 
already  prepared),  and  to  return  to  Bland  ville  by  route  east  of  Mayfield 
Oeek.  This  would  take  two  days,  bringing  him  into  Blandville  to- 
night. Beconnaissances  were  made  by  our  troops  to  within  miles  of 
tJolumbus  and  to  below  the  town  along  the  railroad.  All  was  quiet, 
and  as  yet  no  skirmish  has  taken  place,  unless  it  was  with  General  Mc- 
Clernand’s  command,  which  I do  not  think  likely  to-day. 

Yesterday,  having  my  forces  between  me’  and  the  enemy,  I made  a 
reconnaissance  of  about  35  miles,  taking  my  staff  and  one  company  of 
cavalry  with  me.  I find  that  the  Mayfield  Creek  is  fordable  at  but  few 
points  from  its  mouth  up  as  far  as  I went,  and  at  these  points  the  water 
is  up  to  the  saddle-skirts  and  the  banks  very  steep. 

To-day  I have  reconnoitered  the  roads  south  of  the  creek  and  to  the 
Mississippi  Eiver  at  Puntney’s  Bend.  Having  ridden  hard  during  the 
day,  and  finding  that  I should  be  late  returning,  I sent  a note  to  Cap- 
tain Porter,  of  the  Navy,  requesting  him  to  drop  down  to  Puntney’s 
Bend  and  for  a steamer  to  accompany  him  to  bring  myself  and  escort  up 
to  Fort  Jefferson.  On  turning  the  point  in  sight  a rebel  gunboat  was 
discovered  and  a cavalry  force  of  probably  100  men  on  shore.  I got 
in  probably  twenty  minutes  after  the  rebel  cavalry  had  fled. 

To-morrow  I shall  visit  all  points  occupied  by  the  Cairo  forces  and 
the  next  day  commence  a movement  back  to  old  quarters,  unless  orders 
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are  received  requiring  a change.  I heard  from  Columbus  yesterday. 
No  force  has  left  there  for  some  days.  They  were  strongly  apprehen- 
sive a few  days  ago  of  an  attack,  but  thought  most  of  the  forces  threat- 
ening there  had  gone  to  Mayfield. 


U.  S,  GRANT, 

Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

^ Louisville^  January  17,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

General  : I have  received  your  letter  of  13th  from  Webb’s  Cross- 
Roads.  You  will  before  this  have  received  my  letter  of  same  date,  sent 
with  your  messenger.  I hoi)e  that  letter  will  have  determined  your 
action.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  hold  Zollicoffer  in  check;  he  must  be  cap- 
tured or  dispersed.  I think  his  situation  offers  the  opportunity  of  effect- 
ing the  former. 

If  you  consider  your  force  insufficient,  telegraph  me  from  Somerset. 
The  lines  have  been  extended  to  that  point.  It  will  not  be  advisable 
to  march  your  command  to  Somerset,  but  rather  take  a position  in  front 
of  the  enemy,  so  as  to  draw  your  supplies  from  Somerset  and  be  in  a 
convenient  position  to  move  down  upon  him. 

I am  assured  that  you  can  get  an  abundance  of  forage  from  the  coun- 
try in  the  direction  of  Liberty.  If  you  can  buy  meal,  don’t  haul  flour. 
It  is  necessary  to  subsist  your  command,  but  it  is  not  necessary  that 
the  established  ration  be  followed  exactly.  I am  aware  that  the  roads 
are  in  a horrible  condition.  They  must  be  improved.  The  only  way  to 
do  that  effectually,  where  trains  are  to  pass  over  them  several  times,  is 
to  corduroy  or  puncheon  them  16  feet  wide.  I have  given  orders  for  this 
to  be  done  on  the  Danville  and  Somerset  road. 

General  Schoepf  sends  a regiment  on  that  duty  from  Somerset,  and 
General  Wood,  with  three  regiments,  is  to  do  the  same  from  Danville. 
See  that  it  is  pushed  forward  energetically  from  Somerset.  It  ought 
to  be  comifieted  in  a few  days.  Take  sure  means  of  informing  yourself 
constantly  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  and  apprise  me  daily  by 
telegraph.  You  could  not  march  to  Burkesville,  and  it  is  not  desirable 
that  you  should  be  there. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  0.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-General^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Fifth  Division, 

Calhoun^  January  18,  1862. 

J.  B.  Fry,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  : My  entire  command  is  now  here.  The  Fourteenth  Brigade^ 
uuder  Colonel  Jones,  and  Jackson’s  cavalry  reached  here  yesterday 
evening. 

On  the  16th  instant  we  crossed  the  river  at  Calhoun  and  marched 
to  Sacramento,  with  all  our  wagons,  bringing  nothing  but  a little  forage* 
The  roads  of  course  are  bad,  but  we  got  there  without  accident  or  dam- 
age. Colonel  Cruft’s  command  was  so  conducted  as  to  occupy  the  town 
before  the  inhabitants  were  aware  of  the  approach  of  troops. 
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The  order  to  march,  though  dated  the  10th,  did  not  reach  me  until 
the  14th.  This  made  me,  of  course,  more  anxious  to  he  rapid  in  my 
movement.  To  do  this  I was  forced  to  cross  at  Calhoun  and  march  to 
South  Carrollton,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  I considered  this  move- 
ment imprudent  unless  South  Carrollton  was  first  occupied.  For  this 
reason  Cruft’s  command  was  sent  by  the  steamboats  and  barges,  as  the 
only  expeditious  way  of  occupying  the  town.  I confess  to  great  anxiety 
of  mind  when  I saw  over  2,000  troops  crowded  on  the  boats,  and  deter- 
mined that,  except  on  a great  emergency,  I would  not  start  such  another 
expedition.  In  the  present  condition  of  the  road  it  would  have  taken 
me  five  or  six  days  to  reach  this  place,  marching  by  the  north  side  of 
the  river. 

My  command  is  now  in  South  Carrollton,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river.  This  is,  I am  aware,  in  violation  of  General  Buell’s  order,  at 
least  the  spirit  of  it.  It  is  impossible  to  execute  the  order,  there  being 
no  strong  position  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of  South 
CarroUton. 

Unless  I occupied  this  place,  1,000  men  could  have  stopped  me  from 
crossing  at  any  point  where  there  is  a road  by  which  I could  march. 
This  is  a position  of  great  strength,  and  my  command  ought  to  hold  it 
against  15,000  good  troops. 

If  I must  move  to  the  north  side  of  the  river,  I wiU  be  compelled  to 
go  at  least  2 miles  back  to  find  ground  high  enough  to  camp  on,  and  it 
would  take  me  two  days  to  cross  the  river  here  if  ordered  to  advance. 
I consider  my  command  safe  here.  I assure  you  I have  endeavored  to 
obey  orders,  and  have  done  so  as  far  as  practicable — obeying  what 
1 considered  most  important  where  all  could  not  be  obeyed.  I could 
not  have  secured  a passage  across  the  river  at  or  near  this  place  by 
occupying  any  position  in  the  vicinity  of  South  Carrollton,  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river. 

For  miles  around  this  place,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  the  land 
is  fiat,  and  so  low  as  to  overfiow  when  the  river  is  up.  If  I move  over 
and  cross  this  flat,  as  I should  be  compelled  to  do,  and  the  river  should 
rise,  I could  not  cross  at  all. 

South  Carrollton  is  situated  on  a hill,  rising  abruptly  from  the  river, 
150  feet  high.  There  are  only  two  ways  of  approaching  the  place  from 
the  south — one  the  road  by  which  I came,  through  a swamp,  and  which 
could  be  defended  by  a small  force;  the  other  through  a wooded  country 
and  up  hill. 

Captain  Edwards,  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  doubtless  known  to  you  as  an 
educated  and  accomplished  soldier,  fully  concurs  in  my  views  as  to  the 
strength  of  the  place.  With  another  battery  of  artillery  it  seems  to  me 
I could  hold  the  place  until  starved  out,  and  as  it  is  can  hold  it  against 
any  force  the  enemy  can  send. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  CEITTENDENT, 
Brigadier -General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Camp  in  Field, 

January  18,  1862. 

Col.  John  Cook, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces^  ElliotVs  Mill^  Ky. : 

You  will  move  your  command,  if  possible,  across  the  creek  and  to 
Fort  Jefferson,  starting  early  to-morrow  morning.  If  it  is  not  practi- 
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€able  to  cross  the  creek,  theu  move  down  the  bottom  to  Puntney’s 
Bend,  and  a steamboat  protected  by  gunboat  will  be  sent  to  bring  you 
off.  Send  dispatch  with  information  which  route  you  wiL  take. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant: 

WM.  S.  HILLYEE, 

Aide-de-  Camp 


Headquarters  Camp  in  the  Field, 

JSTear  Blandville,  January  18,  1862. 

General  John  A.  McClernand, 

Commanding  Advance  Forces: 

The  object  of  the  expedition  having  been  accomplished,  all  the  forces 
will  now  be  withdrawn  to  their  former  positions  as  expeditiously  as 
practicable.  A guard  will  be  left  at  this  (O’KeilFs)  mill  and  at  the 
bridge  above  until  you  have  passed,  and  none  of  the  forces  will  leave 
Fort  Jefferson  until  your  advance  has  arrived  there.  There  are  some 
supplies  here  for  a portion  of  your  command,  and  I should  have  been 
glad  could  you  have  made  this  point  to-night.  If  the  state  of  the  roads, 
however,  make  it  impracticable,  it  will  make  no  material  difference. 

IT.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


January  19,  1862. 

General  George  H.  Thomas, 

Care  of  General  Schoepf  Somerset:  . 

The  re-enforcements  ordered  to  you  were  ten  pieces  of  artillery 
and  De  Courcy’s  and  Eay’s  regiments.  The  latter  has  since  been  put 
under  Wood’s  command,  to  work  on  the  road.  Order  it  forward  if 
necessary.  One  of  the  batteries  (Mack’s  regular)  is  following  on  your 
route,  it  had  better  be  soon  posted. 


H.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-General.,  Commanding. 


I 


Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

Cairo.,  January  19,  1862. 

General  E.  A.  Paine, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Fort  Jefferson,  Ky. : 

You  will  proceed  to  Bird’s  Point  as  soon  as  practicable  with  a portion 
of  your  command — as  much  as  can  be  taken — with  their  baggage,  with 
the  transportation  supplied.  On  your  arrival  all  citizen  prisoners  against 
whom  you  have  no  charge  will  be  released,  and  all  negroes  who  have 
flocked  into  camp  will  be  permitted  to  return  to  their  masters. 

I learn  from  Colonel  Perczel  that  there  are  many  of  this  class  now 
in  camp  who  have  flocked  there  through  fear.  Some  discretion  ,rill 
have  to  be  used  in  forcing  these  people  out  of  camp  now  that  they  are 
in.  I would  require  all,  however,  who  have  masters  in  camp  to  take 
their  negroes  with  them. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

Cam]^  in  Fields  January  19,  1802. 

Captain  Porter,  IT.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Qunhoats  off  Fort  Jefferson,  Ky. : 

Colonel  Cook  being  unable  to  cross  Mayfield  Creek,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary for  him  to  marcli  his  command  to  Puntney^s  Bend  to  embark.  Will 
yoii  please  move  down  opposite  that  point  for  his  protecticn  ? A steamer 
will  follow  about  10  o’clock  to  take  the  command  on  board. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


[January  20,  1862. — For  Halleck  to  McClellan,  referring,  in  connec- 
tion with  Missouri  affairs,  to  operations  on  the  Mississippi,  Cumberland, 
and  Tennessee  Eivers,  see  Series  I,  Yol.  YIII.] 


Headquarters  IJ.  S.  Forces, 

Camp  at  Callaway,  Ky.,  January  22,  1862. 
To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Bistriet  of  Cairo.,  Cairo,  III. : 

Sir:  Finding  it  would  take  the  greater  part  of  to-day  to  distribute 
our  stores,  I went  up  in  the  Lexington  to  have  a look  at  Fort  Henr^^ 
As  the  river  is  now  14  feet  above  its  very  low  stage  a week  since,  we 
took  the  right-hand  (our  right)  channel  of  the  island,  just  below  the 
fort,  and  got  about  2^  miles  from  it,  drawing  a single  shot  from  the 
enemy,  which  fell,  say,  half  a mile  short;  this  in  response  to  four  sev- 
eral shots  fired  at  them.  There  were  evidently  from  2,000  to  3,000  men 
there.  The  appearance  of  the  work  corresponds,  as  far  as  could  be 
discovered,  with  the  rough  sketch  that  General  Grant  has  seen  in  my 
quarters  at  Paducah.  The  hill  on  the  w^est  bank,  which  commands  the 
fort  some  60  feet  or  so,  seems  to  be  covered  by  a thick  growth  of  timber. 
Judging  by  the  number  of  roofs  seen  in  the  fort  it  must  cover  consid- 
erable space. 

I think  two  iron-clad  gunboats  would  make  short  work  of  Fort  Henry. 
There  is  no  masked  battery  at  the  foot  of  the  island,  as  was  supposed, 
or,  if  so,  it  is  now  under  water.  Two  stern-wheel  steamers  were  at  the 
fort,  but  moved  away  rapidly  at  our  first  gun. 

• The  Dunbar,  a fast  side- wheel  steamer,  plies  up  and  down,  and  was 
chased  last  evening  by  the  Lexington  without  effect.  She  is  said  to 
be  armed  with  two  12-pounder  rifled  guns.  The  commander  of  the 
Lexington  thinks  she  has  not  been  altered  in  any  way. 

I shall  resume  my  march  at  8 o’clock  to-morrow  morning,  at  which 
time  the  Lexington  and  transport  Wilson  will  start  for  Paducah,  carry- 
ing some  sick  men  and  the  mail. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  F.  SMITH, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  January  22,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Grant,  Cairo: 

All  additional  forces  sent  to  you  will  be  stationed  at  Smithfield, 
36  R R — YOL  VII 
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where  preparations  will  be  made  for  a large  encampment.  Yim  have 
permission  to  visit  headquarters. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters,  Louisville,  Ky.,  January  22,  1862. 
General  Thomas: 

My  dispatch  of  yesterday  advised  yon  that  you  were  to  follow  the 
enemy ; whether  that  shall  take  you  beyond  Monticello  must  depend 
on  your  finding  him  embodied  and  the  ability  to  supply  yourself.  You 
will  have  to  depend  very  much  on  the  country.  At  any  rate  occupy 
Monticello,  which  I want  to  hold. 

Take  a strong  position  to  secure  communication  with  Somerset  and 
with  the  river  at  Jamestown,  where  a force  has  been  posted  to  command 
the  river.  Strengthen  the  position  at  Monticello  so  that  a brigade  can 
hold  it.  Open  communication  with  Jamestown.  Establish  a regiment 
and  a battery  of  rifled  guns  with  time  fuses  on  the  neck  of  Horse  Shoe 
Bend,  so  as  to  command  the  river  up  and  down  and  guard  the  road. 
Let  your  engineers  get  up  a floating  bridge  of  at  least  two  boats  there 
and  at  Somerset,  and  also  a substantial  pontoon  bridge  at  each.  Push 
these  matters  with  the  greatest  possible  energy.  Put  the  roads  in 
order  wherever  you  go.  Observe  that  you  may  find  some  of  the  enemy 
about  Monticello,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  supplies  were  on  the 
way  to  General  Zollicofter  by  land,  which  you  may  be  able  to  capture. 

Inform  me  what  force  seems  to  be  necessary  at  Monticello.  Study 
the  roads  thoroughly  and  report. 

Look  out  for  a strong  position  on  the  river  to  protect  the  route  and 
depot  near  Somerset. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Danville,  Ky.,  January  22,  1862. 

General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Headquarters  First  Division, 

Department  of  the  Ohio: 

General  : The  bearer  of  this  note  is  Mr.  J.  B.  Harned,  of  Paris,  Ky., 
for  whom  I vouch  as  a worthy  and  loyal  man,  and  to  whom  I have  given 
this  writing,  that  he  may  obtain  your  protection,  in  case  he  should  stand 
in  need  of  it,  during  a trip  of  necessary  business  to  Somerset,  a delay 
of  some  days  there,  and  on  his  return. 

He  goes  to  Somerset  in  order  to  have  an  extensive  library  and 
other  effects,  now  much  exposed  there,  packed  up,  and,  if  possible,  re- 
moved to  this  place.  He  goes  by  my  direction,  at  the  request  of  my 
friend  the  Kev.  Dr.  B.  W.  Landis,  now  in  the  military  service  of  the 
country  as  chaplain  to  Colonel  Merrilks  regiment  of  cavalry,  in  Mis- 
souri, who  is  the  owner  of  the  library,  papers,  and  other  effects. 

I take  leave,  in  case  this  note  should  fall  into  your  hands,  to  add  my 
congratulations  to  those  of  the  whole  country  on  the  occasion  of  the 
victory  you  have  just  gained.  As  yet  we  know  qnly  that  the  vic- 
tory is  complete.  Beyond  that  we  have  only  innumerable  rumors. 
Yone  of  them  mention  any  accident  to  you  or  any  of  your  staff.  My 
hope,  therefore,  is  that  my  son  has  not  only  behaved  himself  well,  but 
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tliat  tlie  good  fortune  of  being  one  of  your  victorious  column  is  ren- 
dered complete  by  bis  passing  through  his  first  battle  unhurt. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  J.  BEECKENEIDGE. 


January  23,  1862. 

General  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General^  Washington^  D.  C.: 

Eeport  by  mail,  of  which  the  following  is  synopsis : 

Infantry  present  for  duty  and  fit  for  the  field,  41,563 ; infantry  pres- 
ent, raw,  not  fit  for  the  field,  20,393 ; cavalry  present  for  duty,  fit  for 
the  field,  2,549;  cavalry  present,  raw  or  not  organized,  5,251;  artil- 
lery present  for  duty  and  fit  for  the  field,  2,038,  108  guns;  artillery 
present,  raw  or  not  organized,  7 08,  40  guns.  In  these  statements  the 
sick  and  absent  are  not  included. 

D.  G.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Camp  Wood, 

Munfordville,  Thursday^  January  23,  1862. 

General  D.  C.  Buell: 

Your  man  is  here;  goes  up  in  morning  train.  Twelve  thousand  in- 
fantry and  1,000  cavalry  left  Bowling  Green  for  Paris,  Tennessee  Eiver, 
under  Buckner  and  Floyd.  Whole  force,  40,000.  Three  thousand  at 
Eussellville,  from  Tennessee,  under  Harris,  fortifying  Nashville.  John- 
ston'and  Hardee  still  at  Bowling  Green.  Sixty-four  pounders  sent 
back  to  Nashville.  Sixty-days’  men  all  gone  home.  Provisions  plenty. 
Dying  eighteen  per  day.  No  troops  at  Glasgow. 

McCOOK. 


.Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Somerset^  Ky.,  January  23,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Buell, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ohio,  Louisville^  Ky. : 

General  : I have  positive  information  that  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  subsist  a large  force  at  Monticello,  and  as  the  roads  are  now  almost 
impassable,  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  forage  animals  at  this 
place  for  some  time.  I have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  roads 
leading  into  Tennessee  are  in  the  same  condition  as  the  one  over  which 
my  division, has  just  passed,  and  the  enemy  having  passed  over  those 
roads,  our  chances  for  subsistence  and  forage  would  be  but  poor. 

I would  therefore  again  respectfully  suggest  that  I may  be  permitted 
to  move  down  the  river  with  my  troops,  taking  our  subsistence  and 
forage  in  flat-boats,  and  co-operate  with  the  main  army  against  Bowling 
Green. 

Zollicoffer’s  forces  are  entirely  dispersed ; they  threw  away  their  arms 
and  disbanded,  and  should  we  go  into  East  Tennessee  now  there  would 
be  no  enemy  to  encounter.  General  Carter’s  brigade  might  go  to  en- 
courage the  citizens  and  to  take  them  arms  and  ammunition,  but  I do 
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not  believe  that  any  stronger  force  will  be  needed,  especially  if  Middle 
Tennessee  is  threatened  by  rny  force. 

Biirkesville  is  one  of  the  strongest  positions  on  the  river,  and  could  be 
easily  fortified  so  as  to  prevent  all  possibility  of  getting  above.  To  pro- 
cure forage  it  is  necessary  to  send  for  it  15  miles,  and  the  roads  are  so 
difficult  that  by  the  time  the  wagons  reach  here  the  teams  have  nearly 
consumed  their  loads. 

I send  Captain  Gillem  to  explain  verbally  to  you  the  difficulties  I 
have  to  encounter  and  what  still  lies  before  me  if  I am  required  to  ad- 
vance into  Tennessee. 

Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier- General^  TJ.  S.  Volunteers, 


Headquarters  Fifth  Division, 

South  Carrollton^  Ky.j  January  24,  1862. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Fry, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain  : I am,  of  course,  very  anxious  to  hear  from  department 
headquarters.  I am,  I think,  strongly  posted,  and  could  not,  I believe, 
have  crossed  the  river  at  any  time  since  my  arrival  because  of  the  great 
rise  in  the  waters. 

The  river  still  continues  very  high,  and  I could  not  now  bridge  it 
with  boats.  If  attacked  here,  I must  win  the  fight  j the  low  lands  are 
so  covered  with  water  that  a retreat  would  be  very  difficult. 

I am  informed  and  believe  that  a considerable  number  of  troops  went 
from  Bowling  Green  to  Eiverside  the  day  before  yesterday  (the  22d). 
They  may  have  gone  fartlier,  but  the  secessionists  at  Greenville  say 
they  are  coming  here  to  attack  me.  I can’t  say  I expect  them,  but  am 
preparing  to  receive  them,  and,  if  they  come,  hope  to  give  them  a hand- 
some reception. 

Quite  a number  of  persons  from  different  places  in  this  vicinity  and 
one  from  near  Eochester  have  reported  to  me  to-day  that  they  had 
heard  cannon  firing  all  day  in  the  direction  of  Bowling  Green.  This 
has  greatly  distressed  me.  If  so,  orders  for  me  have  miscarried.  I 
cannot  believe  that  I would  be  left  fif^re  to  do  nothing  while  a battle 
was  being  fought  at  Bowling  Green. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  OEITTENDEN^, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Somerset,  January  24,  1862. 

(Eeceived  January  27,  1862.) 

General  D.  C.  Buell,  Commanding : 

My  scouts  have  returned  and  report  the  roads  from  this  place  to  Mon- 
ticello  in  an  almost  impassable  condition.  The  enemy  have  entirely 
dispersed  and  gone  to  their  homes.  At  Monticello  they  destroyed  the 
carriages  of  four  guns.  General  Schoepf  starts  to-day  with  his  brigade 
for  Monticello.  I have  left  Colonel  Manson,  with  his  brigade,  at  enemy’s 
entrenched  camp,  collecting  the  public  property,  which  will  require  four 
or  five  days  to  accomiilish.  The  engineers  have  commenced  on  the  fly- 
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iug  bridges  at  Waitsborougii,  and  will  progress  with  them  as  rapidly 
as  possiWe.  If  I liad  two  engines,  the  engineers  could  build  two  steam- 
ers in  a short  time.  They  would  be  of  very  great  importance  in  our 
operations  on  the  river. 

Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Brigadier-General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Somerset^  Ky.j  January  24,  18G2. 

Surg.  D.  B.  Cliff: 

The  general  commanding  the  division  grants  you  permission  to  ac- 
comiiany  the  remains  of  General  Zollicofter  and  Lieut.  Bailie  Peyton 
to  Louisville,  Ky.  Transportation  for  this  purpose  will  be  furnished 
you  from  the  quartermaster’s  department.  An  escort  of  1 sergeant 
and  G men  will  be  detailed  to  accompany  you  as  far  as  Lebanon,  Ky., 
and  a transportation  pass  over  the  railroad  to  Louisville. 

Upon  your  arrival  at  Louisville  you  will  at  once  report  in  person  to 
General  D.  C.  Buell,  commanding  the  Department  of  the  Ohio,  and, 
with  his  consent,  can  proceed  to  Kashville  with  the  remains. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  E.  FLYNT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

CairOj  January  25,  18G2. 

Capt.  J.  C.  Kelton,  Saint  Louis.,  Mo.  : 

I returned  this  evening  to  Cairo,  leaving  the  last  of  the  troops  from 
here  at  Fort  Jefferson.  They  will  be  brought  back  to-morrow.  The 
effect  of  the  demonstration  made  by  the  troops  upon  the  enemy  cannot 
be  positively  stated,  but  there  is  but  little  doubt  that  Columbus  was 
re-enforced,  likely  from  Union  City  and  Camp  Beauregard.  Several 
persons  came  into  our  lines  from  Columbus  while  we  were  out,  and 
two  gentlemen  are  in  to-day  from  New  Orleans.  All  agree  in  saying  that 
public  confidence  in  ul’timate  success  is  fast  on  the  wane  in  the  South. 
The  exiiedition,  if  it  had  no  other  effect,  served  as  a fine  reconnais- 
sance. 

I have  nothing  official  from  General  Smith,  but  understand  that 
Camp  Beauregard  was  destroyed.  The  detachment  of  troops  from 
Paducah  that  went  up  the  Tennessee  landed  2 J miles  from  Fort  Henry, 
and  General  Smith  will  reach  Paducah  with  all  his  force  to-morrow.  I 
will  then  prepare  a report  of  the  entire  expedition,  unless  the  general 
commanding  department  shall  see  fit  to  permit  me  to  visit  headquarters, 
as  I have  before  desired. 

I have  this  evening  issued  a circular,  calling  upon  the  company  and 
regimental  commanders  for  a list  of  river  and  sea-faring  men  of  their 
respective  commands  who  are  willing  to  transfer  to  the  gunboat  serv- 
ice. Men  are  absolutely  necessary  before  the  gunboats,  now  iiearly 
ready  for  use,  can  be  used.  I contemplate  transferring  such  men  as 
desire  it  to  that  service,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  department 
commander. 
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I would  call  the  attention  of  the  commanding  general  to  the  conduct 
of  an  association  of  engineers  in  the  city  of  Saint  Louis,  who  are  in- 
terfering with  men  of  their  calling  entering  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  Captain  Porter,  U.  S.  ]^avy,  reports  a case  in  i)oint.  He  says 
that  he  sent  to  Saint  Louis  for  an  engineer  for  the  tug  Sampson.  Oiie 
was  engaged,  but,  upon  being  informed  by  the  association  that  they 
held  a mortgage  upon  his  property  and  would  foreclose  it  if  he  accepted 
such  service,  was  forced  to  decline. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Departiment  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville.,  January  26,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  P.  Carter, 

Commanding  Twelfth  Brigade : 

General:  I have  ordered  your  brigade  to  return  to  the  Cumber- 
land Gap  route. 

Take  four  of  your  best  regiments,  and  perhaps  four  companies  of  your 
cavalry,  if  it  should  have  come  up,  and  by  a promiit  movement  seize 
and  hold  Cumberland  Gap,  fortifying  yourself  strongly.  Bring  two 
sections  of  your  artillery  up  to  support  you,  leaving  the  other  section, 
one  company  of  cavalry,  and  one  regiment  of  infantry  at  your  depot  of 
supplies,  which,  until  you  are  surely  established,  had  better  remain  at 
London,  and  afterwards  move  up  perhaps  to  Barboursville. 

I need  not  advise  you  how  your  advance  upon  the  Gap  should  be 
conducted.  Your  baggage  and  a few  days’  provisions,  protected  by  five 
or  six  companies  of  infantry,  might  move  up  to  the  fords,  so  as  to  be 
near  at  hand.  Prom  there  your  main  column  should  move  without 
baggage,  except  entrenching  tools,  and  five  days’  rations  in  haver- 
sacks. 

Your  attack  should  be  by  skirmishers  on  the  sides  of  the  mountains, 
while  a strong  force  in  reserve  holds  and  advances  on  the  road.  These 
details  must  be  determined  according  to  the  circumstances  as  you  find 
them. 

The  great  difficulty  which  we  have  to  contend  with  is  that  of  supply- 
ing troops  operating  over  so  long  a route,  with  the  roads  as  bad  as  they 
are  now  at  this  seasou. 

You  must  practice  the  most  stringent  economy  in  every  article  of 
supplies.  Haul  nothing  that  can  be  procured  in  the  country  or  that 
can  possibly  be  dispensed  with.  Detail  a suitable  number  of  trust- 
worthy and  efficient  officers  from  your  command  to  establish  depots  of 
forage  along  the  route,  say  about  three  between  Eichmond  and  the 
Gap.  It  will  be  necessary  to  keep  small  guards  at  these  depots. 

It  is  difficult  to  lay  down  precise  rules  to  govern  you  in  the  position 
which  you  are  expected  to  take.  With  your  force  alone  it  is  hardly  to 
be  expected,  unless  the  enemy  is  weaker  than  is  probable,  that  you 
should  undertake  any  extensive  operations. 

The  destruction  of  the  railroad  line  through  Tennessee  is  always  im- 
portant, but  that,  if  you  can  attempt  it  at  all,  must  be  done  by  man- 
agenient  or  the  rapid  movement  of  a small  force,  rather  than  by  any 
movement  of  your  main  force. 

As  a matter  of  policy,  if  for  no  other  reason,  and  in  order  not  to  ex- 
cite the  rebel  authorities  to  increased  persecution  of  the  loyal  people 
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by  way  of  retaliation,  you  are  to  refrain  from  any  unnecessarily  barsli 
course  towards  the  former.  Eestrain  your  troops  from  committing  out- 
rages upon  persons  or  jiroperty,  and  make  no  arrests,  unless  of  those 
who  are  engaged  in  Avar  against  your  command  or  who  are  otherwise 
working  actively  against  its  comfort  or  safety. 

Be  vigilant,  look  well  to  the  discipline  and  instruction  of  your  troops, 
and  report  frequently. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  0.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Somerset,  Ky.,  Sunday January  26,  1862. 

General  D.  0.  Buell: 

There  are  no  supplies  at  this  jdace.  The  road  to  Stanford  will  not 
be  finished  for  ten  days.  The  roads  leading  into  Tennessee  are  in  very 
bad  condition.  It  is  necessary  to  haAm  the  means  of  crossing  the  river, 
which  we  shall  have  as  soon  as  we  can  get  the  cables  from  Louisville. 
I have  sent  an  officer  tor  them  to-day.  I have  already  ordered  the  road 
up  the  South  Fork  to  be  examined,  and  expect  to  know  all  about  it  day 
after  to-morroAv.  • 

I haA^e  not  been  able  to  get  a more  complete  list  of  the  number  of  the 
killed  and  wounded  than  the  one  telegraphed  on  21st.  Hope  to  haA^e 
it  by  to  morrow  morning.  The  work  of  collecting  together  and  secur- 
ing the  property  captured  has  iircA^ented  Colonel  Manson  from  handing- 
in  his  report.  He  Avill  do  so  to-morrow.  I will  then  complete  and  for- 
ward my  report.  Can  I send  at  once  all  the  prisoners  to  LouisAulle 
except  the  wounded  and  those  detailed  to  nurse  them 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters, 

Louisville.,  Ky.,  January  26,  1862 — 7.30  p.  m. 
General  Thomas:  ^ 

Start  General  Carter’s  brigade  to  London,  Ky.,  at  once,  with  at  least 
three  days’  rations  in  haversacks  and  fiA^e  in  wagons.  They  must  moA^e 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  without  absolutely  forcing  their  march.  Con- 
ceal the  moA^ement  from  your  captives.  Yes:  forward  the  prisoners. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Somerset,  January  26,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Buell,  Louisville,  Ky.: 

General:  The  commissary  reports  to  me  that  he  cannot  furnish 
General  Carter’s  brigade  with  more  than  two  days’  rations.  The  sub- 
sistence stores  are  still  behind  and  come  in  very  slowly.  I can  for- 
war  1 the  prisoners  day  after  to-morroAV,  and  iirobably  Carter’s  brigade  , 
next  day. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Brigadier -General  TJ.  S.  Yolunteers,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Department  op  the  Ohio, 

Louisville^  Ky.j  January  27,  1862. 

General  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  JJ.  S.  Army.,  Washmgton,  D.  C. : 

Sir  ; The  natural  expectation  that  onr  success  at  Somerset  would  he 
followed  rapidly  by  other  successful  operations  against  the  enemy  makes 
it  proper  that  I should  state  for  the  information  of  the  General -in-Ohief 
the  circumstances  which,  1 fear,  must  to  some  extent  disapiioint  that 
expectation.  My  order  to  General  Thomas  to  march  and,  in  conjunction 
with  General  Schoepf,  attack  the  enemy  at  Mill  Springs  was  dated  the 
29th  of  last  month,  and  General  Thomas  accordingly  marched  from  Leb- 
anon on  the  1st  instant.  The  roads  were  then  comparatively  good, 
and  I hoped  that  the  limited  amount  of  transiiortation  we  had  been  able 
to  get  up  would  enable  him  to  move  promptly  and  accomplish  his  work 
completely  in  ten  days.  By  that  time  I hoped  also  that  we  would  have 
accumulated  transportation  enough  to  enable  us  to  act  vigorously  upon 
the  heels  of  the  success  which  I calculated  upon;  but  the  bad  weather 
set  in  the  very  day  of  his  departure,  and  instead  of  ten  days  to  accom- 
plish the  whole  work  it  took  him  eighteen  days  to  get  on  the  ground 
and  eight  days*  liard  work  to  make  the  last  40  miles. 

Although  1 had  long  since,  with  our  present  orgTy^iization  of  the  quar- 
termaster’s department,  almost  despaired  of  getting  on  anything  like  an 
efficient  footing  in  the  mafter  of  transportation  for  the  whole  force,  yet 
the  result  has  been  even  worse  than  I expected,  and  the  almost  impass- 
able condition  of  the  roads  has  rendered  double  the  allowance  necessary. 
W ith  all  the  means  we  have  it  has  been  barely  possible  to  keep  the  force 
at  Somerset  from  starving,  and  at  times  for  several  days  some  of  them 
have  been  on  half  rations.  The  country  yields  but  little  besides  corn,- 
and  that  in  so  small  a quantity,  that  it  is  with  difficulty  forage  can  be 
obtained  for  the  animals.  I havb  now  four  regiments  engaged  in  cor- 
duroying the  road  to  Somerset  for  a distance  of  some  40  miles. 

Under  these  circumstances  any  advance  beyond  Somerset  is  as  present 
impossible,  though  I had  instructed  General  Thomas  on  going  there  to 
be  prepared  to  move  into  East  Tennessee  or  in  any  other  direction  that 
circumstances  might  require.  I am  making  every  effort  to  remedy  this 
condition  of  things,  but  it  is  not  to  be  concealed  that  the  difficulties  are 
very  great.  Colonel  Swords  lias  here  been  assiduous  and  anxious,  but 
his  health  has  not  been  equal  to  the  labor,  and  his  assistants  have  been 
totally  inadequate,  both  in  number  and  in  experience. 

The  General-in-Chief  is  advised  that  in  carrying  out  his  views  it  was 
my  purpose  to  move  upon  East  Tennessee  on  two  routes.  The  column 
on  the  Cumberland  Gap  route  I have  put  in  motion ; the  other  is  de- 
tained by  the  circumstances  I have  described.  The  first  alone  cannot 
be  expected  to  penetrate  the  State,  but  it  will  at  least  encourage  the 
loyal  inhabitants  and  guard  Kentucky  against  invasion  by  that  route. 

This  is  not  as  favorable  a result  of  our  efforts  as  I should  like  tojire- 
sent,  but  they  have  not  been  altogether  without  fruits,  and  I feel  assured 
that  the  difficulty  of  moving  large  bodies  of  trooiis  in  the  winter  upon 
long  lines  of  communication  on  common  dirt  roads,  and  through  a coun- 
try which  affords  but  meager  supplies,  will  be  rightly  appreciated. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Fifth  Division, 

South  Carrollton^  January  27,  18G2. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Fry, 

Assistant  A djutant-  General : 

Captain:  I liave  received  information  from  Hopkinsville  that  Col- 
onel Forrest,  with  his  cavalry,  has  it  in  contemplation  to  attempt  to 
destroy  Lock  No.  1 on  Green  Eiver.  They  have  destroyed  all  the 
bridges  on  Pond  Eiver,  which  would  prevent  any  attemjit  on  my  i>art 
to  cut  them  off,  as  that  stream  is  a deep,  muddy  one,  and  only  fordable 
in  a few  places  at  low  water.  At  present  the  locks  are  perfectly  safe, 
as  the  water  is  10  feet  deep  on  them;  but  should  the  water  fall  while 
the  armies  are  in  their  present  positions,  they  could  easily  effect  their 
object  before  I could  possibly  assist  the  small  party  stationed  there. 

I do  not  think  I ought  to  weaken  my  strength  here  by  sending  away 
permanently  a strong  detachment,  and  would  most  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  200  or  300  men  be  sent  from  Indiana  for  that  puriiose.  There 
are  some  slight  fortifications  there,  and  that  number  of  men  could 
defend  the  place  against  such  cavalry  as  could  be  sent  against  them. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  CEITTENDEN, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Division, 

South  Carrollton,  January  27,  1862. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Fry, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Captain  : I have  heard  that  a large  force  from  Bowling  Green  had 
come  under  Buckner  to  Eussellville,  with  a view  to  intercept  me  if  I 
advance  or  come  here  and  attack  me  if  I remain  for  any  length  of  time 
whefe  I am. 

I am  strongly  posted,  and  am  making  my  position  stronger  by  erect- 
ing earthworks  on  the  heights  for  the  iirotection  of  the  men. 

I should  have  no  apprehension  for  the  result  if  attacked  by  15,000 
men,  the  reported  force  of  the  enemy  with  which  we  are  threatened, 
but  shall,  of  course,  use  every  exertion  to  become  still  stronger. 

If  I am  to  remain  here  any  time  a few  guns  in  position  would  aid  me 
immensely. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  CEITTENDEN,  . 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville^  January  28,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  T.  L.  Crittenden, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division.,  South  Carrollton: 

Sir:  It  is  presumed  that  you  have  before  this  received  the  general’s 
dispatch  of  the  24th  [26th]  instant,  directing  the  return  of  your  division 
to  Calhoun,  and  the  general  trusts  that  you  have  complied  with  it. 

Your  i)osition  at  South  Carrollton  (being  on  the  south  side  of  Green 
Eiver,  which  is  impassable  at  this  time)  is  a very  unsafe  one,  and  you 
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will  lose  no  time  in  moving  your  command  to  Oallioun  and  placing 
yourself  on  the  north  side  of  Green  Eiver. 

If  you  should  be  attacked  or  too  seriously  threatened  to  undertake 
this  move  with  time  to  accomplish  it,  you  must,  of  course,  defend  your- 
self to  the  last  extremity  in  the  strongest  position  you  can  take,  and 
see  that  the  enemy  does  not  cut  your  line  of  communication  at  or  near 
Calhoun.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  you  will  move  to  Calhoun  promxhly 
and  without  interference. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  FEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Chief  of  Staff . 


Headquarters  Fifth  Division, 

South  Carrollton^  January  28,  1862. 

General  Buell, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ohio : 

General  : Your  dispatch  of  the  2Gth  instant  was  received  before 
daylight  this  morning,  and  the  barges  and  steamboats  are  now  being 
loaded  with  commissary  stores  and  forage.  I shall  get  the  supplies 
which  I have  of  these  things  to  Calhoun  before  night,  I hope,  and  the 
boat  back  during  the  night.  I hear  of  no  advance  of  the  enemy,  and 
unless  I do,  will  march  back,  as  soon  as  I can  rid  myself  of  every  in- 
cumbrance, by  the  road  I came.  It  is  a very  bad  road,  but  the  best 
and  much  the  shortest.  It  would  be  almost  imiiossible  for  me  to  cross 
the  river  here,  because  of  the  steeji  and  muddy  banks  and  the  high 
water.  I shall  endeavor  to  have  every  possible  arrangement  made  to 
cross  the  wagons  and  troops  with  dispatch  as  soon  as  they  arrive  oppo- 
site to  Calhoun. 

Owing  to  the  terrible  condition  of  the  roads  between  here  and  Cal- 
houn I shall  send  my  camp  equipage  by  the  boats,  so  as  to  have  my 
wagons  light  as  possible.  I shall  send  down  at  least  a regiment  hr  the 
same  way,  with  instructions  to  construct  a bridge  of  the  boats  by  the 
time  I arrive  with  the  troops  apd  train,  and  if  the  current  of  the  river 
is  too  swift  for  the  bridge,  to  make  the  best  possible  arrangements  for 
ferrying. 

This  evening  or  to-morrow  morning  I will  send  Colonel  Jackson,  with 
500  cavalry,  to  Greenville,  to  remain  there  until  I leave  here  with  the 
column,  and  then  march  to  Sacramento  by  the  road  leading  from  Green- 
ville to  that  place. 

This,  I think,  will  certainly  conceal  my  movement  until  I have  actually 
started,  and  protect  me  on  the  only  quarter  from  which  I could  be  sur- 
lirised  and  harassed  by  cavalry.  I anticipate,  however,  no  difficulty 
except  from  the  roads  and  river,  though  I will  jjrepare  as  well  as  I can 
for  every  kind  of  difficulty. 

Eesxjectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  CEITTENDEN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

il.  B. — I cannot  send  you  a telegram,  because  I cannot  spare  a boat, 
and  the  high  water  has  obstructed  the  right  road  to  Evansville.  I hope 
this  letter  will  reach  Owensborough  to-night,  and,  if  so,  it  will  be  the 
quickest  way  in  which  I can  communicate  with  you. 

Eespectfully, 


T.  L.  C. 
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CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION. 

Clerk’s  Office  of  the  Court  of  Appeals, 

Frankfort^  Ky.,  January  28,  18G2. 

General  Thomas: 

Dear  Sir  : I have  been  waiting  for  some  days  to  read  your  official 
report  of  the  great  victory  obtained  over  the  rebels  by  the  troops  under 
your  command  on  the  19th  instant,  but  I can  no  longer  delay  to  i>resent 
you  my  hearty  congratulations  on  the  glorious  event,  so  crushing  and 
complete. 

Four  States  are  entitled  to  the  special  credit — Wisconsin,  Ohio,  In- 
diana, and  Kentucky — but  your  whole  army  has  covered  itself  with  glory. 
Very  truly,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LESLIE  COOMBS. 


Washington,  January  29,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck  and  Brigadier- General  Buell: 

A deserter  just  in  from  the  rebels  says  that  Beauregard  had  not  left 
Centreville  four  days  ago,  but  that  as  he  was  going  on  picket  he  heard 
officers  say  that  Beauregard  was  under  order  to  go  to  Kentucky  with 
fifteen  regiments  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis j January  30,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

General-in-  Chief  of  the  Army^  Washington  : 

General  : I inclose  herewith  a copy  of  instructions  sent  this  day  to 
General  Grant  in  relation  to  the  expedition  up  the  Tennessee  Eiver 
against  Fort  Henry.  As  Fort  Henry,  Dover  [Fort  Donelson],  &c.,  are 
in  Tennessee,  I respectfully  suggest  that  that  State  be  added  to  this 
department. 

General  Grant  has  already  been  re-enforced  with  eight  regiments  of 
infantry,  and  several  others,  with  three  batteries  of  artillery,  are  under 
orders  to  join  him.  I will  send  down  every  man  I can  spare.  Infor- 
mation is  received  to-day  that  Brigadier-General  Price,  son  of  the 
major-general,  is  again  organizing  insurgents  in  Howard  and  Chariton 
Counties,  and  that  the -rebels  are  becoming  more  bold  since  our  troops 
have  been  sent  south.  I therefore  think  it  unsafe  to  withdraw  many 
more  until  the  State  militia  can  take  their  place.  The  militia  dare  not 
or  will  not  organize  in  counties  not  occupied  by  our  troops.  To  facilitate 
this  organization  it  becomes  necessary  to  scatter  the  volunteers  over  a 
very  large  Iract  of  country.  This  is  unfortunate,  but  unavoidable. 

Fort  Henry  has  a garrison  of  about  6,000,  and  is  pretty  strongly 
fortified.  Possibly  re-enforcements  may  be  sent  from  Columbus  as 
soon  as  we  move.  If  we  can  reach  the  railroad  this  may  be  ])re vented, 
as  the  country  roads  are  almost  impassable. 

The  troops  from  Eolla  are  advancing  in  the  direction  of  Springfield, 
but  necessarily  move  very  slowly.  Greenville,  south  of  Ironton,  is 
occupied  by  our  cavalry,  and  an  infantry  regiment  is  ordered  to  re-en- 
force them.  This  m(^vement  is  necessary  to  break  up  the  rebel  organi- 
zations in  the  counties  of  Wayne  and  Butler. 

The  roads  south  of  the  Tennessee  Eiver  are  almost  inijiassable. 
General  Smith  reported  on  his  recent  reconnaissance  up  that  river 
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that  the  road  was  horrible,  and  new  tracks  had  to  be  cut  through 
the  woods.  It  took  an  entire  day  for  one  brigade  to  move  3 miles.” 

Permanent  crews  for  the  gunboats  are  being  rapidly  organized.  The 
mortar  boats  cannot  be  used  in  the  Tennessee  or  Cumberland,  and  I 
doubt  if  they  will  ever  be  of  much  use  in  the  Mississippi.  Neither 
navy  nor  army  officers  have  much  faith  in  them. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


[Tnclosure.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis ^ January  30,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  IJ.  Grant,  Cairo : 

Your  letter  of  the  28th,  in  relation  to  Colonel  Cavanaugh’s  command, 
is  received.  You  will  organize  your  command  into  brigades  and 
divisions,  or  columns,  precisely  as  you  may  deem  best  for  the  public 
service,  and  will  from  time  to  time  change  such  organizations  as  you 
may  deem  the  iiublic  service  requires,  without  the  slightest  regard  to 
j)olitical  influences  or  to  the  orders  and  instructions  you  may  have 
heretofore  received.  In  this  matter  the  good  of  the  service,  and  not 
the  wishes  of  politico-military  officers,  is  to  be  consulted. 

Get  all  the  troops  you  can  from  Illinois,  and  organize  and  supply 
them  the  best  you  can  when  you  get  them.  Don’t  let  any  political 
applications  about  brigades  and  divisions  trouble  you  a particle.  All 
such  applications  and  arrangements  are  sheer  nonsense  and  will  not 
be  regarded. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  January  30,.  1862. 
Maj.’  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

Your  telegraph  respecting  Beauregard  is  received.  General  Grant 
and  Commodore  Foote  will  be  ordered  to  immediately  advance,  and  to 
reduce  and  hold  Fort  Henry,  on  the  Tennessee  Eiver,  and  also  to  cut 
the  railroad  between  Dover  and  Paris.  The  roads  are  in  such  condi- 
tion as  to  render  all  movements  exceedingly  slow  and  difficult. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville^  Ky.,  January  30,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  JJ.  S.  Army: 

My  Dear  Friend  : I inclose  you  an  extract  from  a letter  I have 
just  received  from  an  intelligent  and  well-informed  person  I have  at 
Paducah.  I believe  his  suggestion  to  be  feasible  at  this  time  in  whole 
or  in  part,  and  1 don’t  hesitate  to  urge  the  attempt.  It  should  be  done 
]^romptly,  as  the  present  stage  of  water  in  the  rivers  renders  useless  all 
the  obstructions  that  have  been  placed  in  them. 

The  destruction  of  the  bridges  and  the  boats  on  the  Cumberland  and 
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Tennessee  Eivers  is  an  object  the  importance  of  which  cannot  be  over- 
rated. It  is  well  worth  the  risk  of  losing  a gunboat  or  so. 

I have  written  to  General  Halleck  on  this  subject,  and  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  recommend  it  to  your  prompt  consideration. 

I have  just  received  your  dispatch  about  Beauregard.  I will  try  to 
write  to-night  at  length  about  matters  here. 

Very  truly, 

D.  C.  BUELL. 


[Inclosure.] 

General  Smith  reconnoitered  Fort  Henry.  He  says  two  of  the  new 
gunboats  could  go  right  up  and  shell  it  out  in  two  hours.  The  site  of 
the  old  masked  battery,  a few  miles  below,  being  about  14  feet  under 
water,  the  gunboat  (on  which  he  was)  went  within  long  range  of  the 
main  work  and  threw  a few  shells,  one  of  which  burst  right  over  the 
works,  to  draw  their  fire.  The  fort  replied  with  one  shot,  which  fell 
far  short.  General  Smith  says  there  must  be  five  acres  in  the  work, 
and  that  it  is  full  of  houses.  The  force  appears  to  be  not  less  than 
3,000,  their  tents  showing  uiion  the  higher  ground  back  of  the  fort. 
General  S.  thinks  there  are  no  works  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  but 
I still  incline  to  think  there  are.  He  suggests  that  two  new  gunboats 
could  run  the  gauntlet  of  the  fort  and  destroy  the  bridge  across  the 
river  above.  No  doubt  of  it;  but  they  might  as'well  shell  out  the  fort, 
and  then  tugs  could  go  up  to  assist  the  slower  gunboats  in  the  ascent, 
and  going  to  the  bridge  would  do  little  good  without  going  to  Tuscum- 
bia  to  take  the  steamboats. 

It  could  all  be  done  with  ease  on  this  high  tide  and  with  perfect 
safety.  It  is  altogether  probable  that  the  Lexington  or  Conestoga  (old, 
boats)  could  run  up  in  the  backwater  to  the  bridge  of  the  Memphis 
and  Charleston  Eailroad,  near  Tuscumbia,  and  destroy  it. 

Two  new  gunboats,  one  old  one,  and  500  troops  on  one  transport  up 
Tennessee  Eiver  can  shell  out  Fort  Henry,  destroy  the  bridge,  run  up 
the  river  to  Tuscumbia,  and  the  troops  can  land  and  destroy  two  or 
three  bridges  near  the  river  along  there.  The  expedition  would  meet 
no  opposition  above  Fort  Henry;  and  if  he  will  send  two  or  three 
bomb-barges  soon,  they  can  run  over  the  Muscle  Shoals  on  this  tide 
and  destroy  the  long  bridges  at  Decatur  and  Bridgeport,  Ala.,  closing 
in  Middle  Tennessee.  I believe  the  Conestoga  or  Lexington  could  at 
present  run  over  Muscle  Shoals.  I believe  an  equal  force  of  gunboats 
could  clear  out  the  Cumberland  on  the  water  of  the  next  ten  days  to 
the  point  where  General  Thomas  has  possession  of  it.  It  would  not  be 
necessary  for  more  than  one  new  gunboat  to  accomjiany  the  old  one  on 
the  Tennessee  farther  up  than  Fort  Henry. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville^  Ky.^  January  30,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Commanding  Department  of  Missouri  : 

General  : I venture  to  inclose  to  you  an  extract  from  a letter  I have 
received  from  an  intelligent  and  well-informed  person  at  Paducah.* 

I believe  his  suggestions  to  be  feasible  to  a considerable  extent,  if 
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not  tliroiigliout,  and  I hope  you  will  see  enough  in  it  to  give  it  a prompt 
trial. 

The  destruction  of  the  bridges  on  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee 
alonp  is  an  object  the  importance  of  which  cannot  well  be  overrated, 
and  is  well  worth  the  risk  of  losing  more  than  one  or  two  gunboats. 

The  present  condition  of  the  rivers  I believe  makes  it  practicable  at 
this  time.  It  requires  no  unusual  preparation,  and  should  be  executed 
promptly. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  Gen  eral. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis ^ January  30,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  Louisville.  Ky.:  ‘ 

I have  ordered  an  advance  of  our  troops  on  Fort  Henry  and  Dover. 
It  will  be  made  immediately. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


General  Halleck: 


Louisville,  Ky.,  January  30,  1862. 


Please  let  me  know  your  plan  and  force  and  the  time,  &c. 

BUELL. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  LouiSy  January  31,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Buell,  Louisville^  Ky.: 

Movement  already  ordered  to  take  and  hold  Fort  Henry  and  cut 
railroad  between  Columbus  and  Dover.  Force  about  15,000 ) will  be 
re-enforced  as  soon  as  possible.  Will  telegrax)h  the  day  of  investment 
or  attack. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major- General. 


Louisville,  January  31,  1862. 

General  Halleck: 

Do  you  consider  active  co-operation  essential  to  your  success,  because 
in  that  case  it  would  be  necessary  for  each  to  know  what  the  other 
has  to  do? 

It  would  be  several  days  before  I could  seriously  engage  the  enemy, 
and  your  operation  ought  not  to  fail. 

The  operation  which  was  suggested  in  my  letter  yesterday  would  be 
an  important  preliminary  to  the  next  step. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

Cairo j January  31,  18G2. 

General  0.  F.  Smith, 

Commanding  TI.  8.  Forces^  PaducaF  Ky. : 

On  Monday  next  I expect  to  start  from  Smithland,  Paducah,  and  this 
place  some  15,000  men  for  Fort  Henry,  to  take  and  occupy  that  position. 
Full  instructions  will  be  received  from  General  Halleck  in  the  morning. 
At  the  present  I am  only  in  possession  of  telegraphic  orders  to  take 
and  hold  it. 

If  my  instructions  contain  nothing  to  change  the  plan  I would  adopt, 
1 will  want  a brigade  from  Paducah,  and  all  the  command  from  Smith - 
land,  except  the  Fifty-second  Illinois,  and  one  battalion  to  be  desig- 
nated by  yourself.  These  troops  will  take  with  them  all  their  baggage, 
but  no  baggage  train  ; these  being  left,  to  be  taken  up  afterwards. 

T do  not  regard  over  a squadron  of  cavalry  being  necessary  for  the 
whole  command  in  taking  the  position.  All  that  might  afterwards  be 
required  can  be  sent  from  here. 

The  troops  going  from  your  command  may  take  with  them  such  ra- 
tions as  they  have  on  hand  at  the  time  of  starting,  not  less  than  two 
days’  sn]iply,  however,  preparation  being  made  here  for  issuing  at  the 
place  of  debarkation.  A supply,  of  ammunition  will  also  be  taken  from 
here,  but  every  regiment  should  take  with  them  all  they  have  on  hand, 
and  not  less  than  40  rounds. 

Should  I not  be  able  to  write  more  definitely  by  to-morrow’s  boat,  I 
will  telegraph  during  the  day  if  a change  from  the  above  is  necessary. 
But  very  little  iireparation  is  necessary  for  this  move ; and,  if  possible, 
the  troops  and  community  should  be  kept  from  knowing  anything  of  the 
design.  I am  well  aware,  however,  that  this  caution  is  entirely  unnec- 
essary to  you. 

It  is  impossible  to  spare  a boat  just  now  to  run  exclusively  between 
Paducah  and  Smithland ; but  until  one  can  be  sent,  the  steamer  from 
here  can  continue  her  trips  to  the  latter  place  upon  your  order  as  often 
as  necessary. 

H.  S.  GEAOT, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

Cairo,  January  31,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Inclosed  herewith  I send  you  a communication  from  General  Smith* 
containing  the  latest  and  most  reliable  information  I have  from  the 
Upper  Tennessee.  I am  quietly  making  preparations  for  a move,  with- 
out as  yet  having  created  a suspicion  even  that  a movement  is  to  be 
made.  Awaiting  your  instructions,  which  we  expect  in  the  morning,  I 
have  not  made  definite  plans  as  to  my  movements,  but  expect  to  start 
Sunday  evening,  taking  15,000  men.  I would  move  by  steamer  as  far 
as  practicable,  taking  but  little  cavalry  and  but  little  land  transporta- 
tion, expecting  to  forward  these  afterwards.  I shall  go  in  person,  and 
take  with  me  either  General  McClernand  or  General  Smith,  to  command 
after  my  return.  I will  report  from  this  until  Saturday  by  telegraph. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Brigadier- Gen  era  1. 


Not  found. 
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' Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis ^ January  31,  18G2. 

\Jrig.  Gen.  IT.  S.  Grant,  Cairo: 

The  Twenty-fifth  Indiana  Infantry  and  three  batteries  leave  here  on 
steamer  to-morrow  morning.  The  Thirty-second  Illinois  leave  Spring- 
field  to-day,  and  the  Forty-ninth  Illinois  and  a battalion  of  artillery  by 
Sunday  or  Monday ; all  for  Cairo.  Keep  me  informed  by  telegram  of 
all  your  movements. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters,  Louisville,  January  31,  1862. 

General  Thomas: 

The  two  regiments  belong  to  General  Carter’s  command  and  must  go 
with  it.  Inform  General  Carter  that  Humphrey  Marshall  proposes  to 
winter  afi  Whitesburg ; tell  him  his  depot  at  London  must  be  fortified 
and  the  command  vigilant.  Has  any  force  gone  to  Monticello  ? What 
word  from  the  South  Fork  road,  and  what  do  you  learn  in  regard  to 
supplies  on  the  route  ? 

D.  C.  BHELL, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Somerset,  Ky.,  January  31,  1862. 

General  D.  C.  Buell: 

I intended  to  start  General  Schoepf ’s  brigade  yesterday  to  Monticello, 
but  the  roads  are  in  such  a condition  that  supplies  did  not  reach  here 
in  time.  He  will  cross  the  river  to-day  and  start  to-morrow,  or  as  soon 
as  the  weather  will  permit.  It  still  continues  to  rain,  keeping  the  roads 
as  bad  as  ever. 

The  man  I sent  to  examine  the  South  Fork  road  has  not  yet  returned. 
I shall  need  an  extra  regiment  to  guard  this  depot  when  we  leave. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters,  Louisville,  January  31,  1862. 

General  Thomas: 

Stop  the  movement  of  General  Schoepf’s  brigade  until  further  orders. 

JAMES  B.  FEY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Samt  Louis,  February  1,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  Louisville,  Ky.: 

Co-operation  at  present  not  essential.  Fort  Henry  has  been  re-en- 
forced, but  where  from  I have  not  learned.  The  roads  are  in  such  hor- 
rible condition  as  to  render  movements  almost  impossible  on  land.  Will 
write  you  fully  my  plans  as  soon  as  I get  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo. 
Write  me  your  plans,  and  I will  try  to  assist  you. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

i^alnt  Louis ^ February  1,  18G2. 

Brig.  Gen.  IT.  S.  Grant,  Commanding^  Cairo: 

General  : You  are  authorized  to  withdraw  Colonel  Boss’  regiment, 
Seventeenth  Illinois,  from  Cape  Girardeau  for  the  Tennessee  expedi- 
tion as  soon  as  they  are  wanted.  The  remaining  forces  are  sufficient 
for  that  place. 

Tour  requisitions  for  horses,  mules,  wagons,  &c.,  cannot  be  filled  im- 
mediately. By  using  steamers  on  the  river,  and  as  the  troops  will  not 
move  far  from  their  supplies  and  water  transportation,  much  of  the 
usual  trains  can  be  dispensed  with  for  several  weeks.  Don’t  cumber 
up  the  expedition  with  too  large  a train.  The  object  is  to  move  rapidly 
and  promptly  by  steamers,  and  to  reduce  the  place  before  any  large 
re-enibrcements  can  arrive. 

Yery  respectfully, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-  General, 


Cairo,  February  1,  18G2. 

Major-General  Halleck: 

I will  leave  here  to-morrow  night.  Force  larger  than  Colonel  Mc- 
Pherson supposed  could  be  taken  by  3,000. 

U.  S.  GBANT, 

Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

CairOj  February  1,  18G2. 

General  John  A.  McClernand, 

Commanding^  Cairo,  III,: 

The  troops  of  your  division  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  by 
steamer  to-morrow,  taking  with  them  all  their  camp  and  garrison  equi- 
page, three  days’  rations  and  forage,  and  not  to  exceed  four  teams  to 
each  regiment.  The  necessary  instructions  in  this  regard  have  been 
given  those  troops  not  formerly  of  your  command.  One  regiment  of 
infantry  and  Dickey’s  cavalry  will  be  left  to  garrison  Cairo,  for  want  of 
transportation. 

IJ.  S.  GBANT, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

Cairo,  February  1,  18G2. 

General  E.  A.  Paine, 

Commanding  Bird’s  Point,  Mo.: 

In  the  assignment  of  commanders  to  brigades  I have  placed  you  in 
immediate  command  of  Cairo  and  dependencies.* 

TJ.  S.  GBANT, 
Brigadier-  General, 


•Detailed  instructions  omitted. 
37  R R — VOL  VII 


578 


OPERATIONS  IN  KY.,  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  S.W.  VA.  [Chap.  XYn. 


Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

Cairo,  February  1,  1862. 

Bri^^  Gen.  0.  F.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Forces,  Paducah,  Ky.: 

I am  iiistmcted  by  Brigadier-General  Grant  to  say  that  the  prepara- 
tions for  reducing  Fort  Henry  required  of  jmu  will  be  the  same^as  stated 
in  Ins  communication  of  yesterday,  with  the  exception  that  you  will  take 
nil  the  available  forces,  including  cavalry,  which  can  be  spared  from 
Faducah  and  Smithland,  leaving  only  such  forces  as  may  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  hold  these  places  against  attack. 

[JNO.  A.  EAWLINS,] 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

No.  5.  1 Cairo,  February  1,  1862. 

For  the  temporary  government  the  forces  of  this  military  district 
will  be  divided  and  commanded  as  follows,  to  wit: 

The  First  Brigade  will  consist  of  the  Eighth,  Eighteenth,  Twenty- 
seventh,  Twenty-ninth,  Thirtieth,  and  Thirty-first  Kegiments  of  Illinois 
N'olunteers,  Schwartz’s,  and  Dresser’s  batteries,  and  Stewart’s,  Dol- 
lins’,  O’llarnett’s,  and  Carmichael’s  cavalry.  Col.  E.  J.  Oglesby,  senior 
colonel  of  the  brigade,  commanding. 

The  Second  Brigade  will  consist  of  the  Eleventh,  Twentieth,  Forty- 
fifth,  and  Forty-eighth  Illinois  Infantry,  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Tay- 
lor’s and  McAllister’s  artillery  (the  latter  with  four  siege  guns).  Col. 
W.  II.  L.  Wallace  commanding. 

The  First  and  Second  Brigades  will  constitute  the  First  Division  of 
the  District  of  Cairo,  and  will  be  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  John  A. 
JMcClernand. 

The  Third  Brigade  will  consist  of  the  Eighth  Wisconsin,  Forty-ninth 
Illinois,  Twenth-fifth  Indiana,  four  companies  of  artillery,  and  such 
troops  as  are  yet  to  arrive.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  A.  Paine  commanding. 

The  Fourth  Brigade  Avill  be  composed  of  the  Tenth,  Sixteenth,  Twenty- 
second,  and  Thirty-second  Illinois,  and  Tenth  Iowa  Infantry,  Hough- 
taling’s  battery  of  light  artillery,  four  companies  of  the  Seventh  and  two 
comi)anies  of  the  First  Illinois  Cavalry,  Colonel  Morgan  commanding. 

Gen.  E.  A.  Paine  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  Cairo  and  Mound 
City  and  Colonel  Morgan  to  the  command  of  Bird’s  Point. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 


Saint  Louis,  February  2,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  Louisville,  Ky.: 

General  : Yours  of  the  30th  ultimo  is  just  received.  At  present  it 
is  only  i)roposed  to  take  and  occupy  Fort  Henry  and  Dover  [Donelson], 
and,  if  possible,  cut  the  railroad  from  Columbus  to  Bowling  Green.  The 
roads  are  in  such  a horrible  condition  that  troops  cannot  move  by  land. 
How  far  we  may  venture  to  send  the  gunboats  up  the  river  will  be  left 
for  after  consideration.  The  mortar  boats  are  a failure ; they  cannot 
be  taken  up  the  river,  and  it  remains  to  be  determined  whether  the 
gunboats  are  worth  half  the  money  spent  on  them.  Only  a portion  of 
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tliem  have  yet  received  crews.  The  garrison  of  Fort  TTcnry  at  last 
accounts  was  G,000.  It  may  he  further  re-enforced  from  Coliimhns. 

Keep  me  informed  of  yonr  forces  and  plans,  and  I will  endeavor  to 
assist  you  as  much  as  possible.  If  we  take  Fort  rienry  and  concen- 
trate all  available  forces  there,  troops  must  be  withdrawn  either  from 
Bowling  Green  or  Columbus  to  protect  the  railroads.  If  the  former, 
yon  can  advance;  if  the  latter,  we  can  take  New  IMadrid  and  cut  oft* 
the  river  communication  with  Columbus.  But  it  will  take  some  time 
to  get  troops  ready  to  advance  far  south  of  Fort  Henry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  UALLECK, 

Major-  General, 


Caiko,  February  2,  1862. 

Major-General  Halleck  : 

I leave  at  Cairo  and  defenses  eight  regiments  of  infantry,  six  com- 
panies of  cavalry,  two  comi^anies  of  artillery,  and  the  sick  of  the  entire 
command.  More  troops  should  be  here  soon  if  a change  of  commander 
is  expected  at  Columbus. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Headquaetees  Depaetment  of  the  Missouei, 

Saint  LouiSj  February  2,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  IJ.  S.  Geant,  Cairo^  III.  : 

I think  a column  should  move  from  Smithland  between  the  rivers  if 
the  road  is  practicable.  Nearly  all  your  available  cavalry  could  take 
that  route  and  be  supplied,  at  least  i)artly,  by  the  boats  on  the  river. 
Make  your  force  as  large  as  possible.  I will  send  more  regiments  from 
here  in  a few  days. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


Geneeal  Oedees,  ) Headquaetees  Histeict  of  Caieo, 

No.  7.  I Cairo j February  2,  1862. 

On  the  expedition  now  about  starting  from  Smithland,  Paducah, 
Cairo,  Bird’s  Point,  and  Fort  Holt  the  following  orders  will  be  ob- 
served : 

1.  No  firing,  except  when  ordered  by  i^roiier  authority,  will  be  allowed. 

2.  Plundering  and  disturbing  private  property  is  positively  prohibited. 

3.  Company  officers  will  see  that  all  their  men  are  kept  within  camp, 
except  when  on  duty. 

4.  Rolls  will  be  called  evening  and  morning  and  every  man  accounted 
for,  and  absentees  reported  to  regimental  commanders. 

5.  Company  commanders  will  have  special  care  that  rations  and  am- 
munition are  not  wasted  or  destroyed  by  carelessness. 

6.  Troops  will  take  with  them  three  days’  rations  and  forage,  all 
camp  and  garrison  equipage,  and  not  to  exceed  four  teams  to  each  regi- 
ment. 

7.  Regimental  commanders  will  be  held  strictly  accountable  for  the 
acts  of  their  regiments,  and  will  in  turn  hold  company  commanders 
accountable  for  the  conduct  of  their  companies. 
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Capt.  W.  W.  Leland,  commissary  of  subsistence,  is  appointed  chief 
commissary  in  the  field. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  commanding: 

JNO.  A.  BAWLIN^S, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


February  2,  1SG2. 

General  Georoe  H.  Thomas,  Somerset: 

What  now  is  the  condition  of  the  roads?  How  soon  could  you  march, 
and  how  long  do  you  suppose  it  would  take  you  to  reach  Knoxville  I 
Are  your  supplies  accumulating  in  sufficient  quantity  for  a start  ? How 
is  the  road  in  advance  likely  to  be  afi^ected  by  the  passage  of  successive 
trains  ? What  dependence  can  you  place  in  supplies  along  it,  particu- 
larly forage  ? Do  you  hear  of  any  organization  of  a force  there  ? Where 
is  Crittenden  ? Are  the  fugitives  getting  together  again  ? AVhat  prog- 
ress has  been  made  in  improving  the  road  to  Somerset  ? Please  answer 
at  once. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 


Louisville,  Ky.,  February  3,  18G2. 
General  Halle CK,  Saint  Louis ^ Mo,  ; 

The  destruction  of  the  bridges  on  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  by 
gunboats  I believe  to  be  feasible.  The  gunboats  can  at  this  stage  of 
the  water  run  past  the  batteries  at  night  without  great  risk.  This  ac- 
comi)lished,  the  taking  and  holding  Fort  Henry  and  Dover  [Fort  Doii- 
elson]  would  be  comparatively  easy.  Without  that  1 should  feai*  the 
force  you  name  could  not  hold  both  points.  It  will  not  do  to  be  driven 
away.  You  had  best  count  on  meeting  a re-enforcement  of  10,000  from 
Bowling  Green  at  this  time,  besides  what  may  arrive  from  Virginia  with 
Beauregard,  who  is  said  to  bring  fifteen  regiments  with  him.  In  fact 
10,000  men  under  Buckner  and  Floyd  left  Bowling  Green  on  the  22d 
ultimo  to  go,  it  was  said,  to  Paris,  though  they  stopped  at  Bussellville. 
That  may  have  been  because  your  force  went  back.  I do  not  hear  of 
the  Virginia  re-enforcement  having  started  yet. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  LouiSy  February  3,  18G2. 

Andrew  H.  Foote,  Flag-Officer , Paducah: 

General  Grant  is  authorized  to  furnish  men  for  temporary  gunboat 
duty  by  detail.  Men  will  be  sent  from  here  as  soon  as  collected.  Ar- 
range with  General  Grant  for  temporary  crews,  so  that  there  may  be 
no  delay. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 
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Paducah,  February  3,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis: 

Will  be  off  up  the  Tennessee  at  6 o’clock.  Command,  twenty-three 
regiments  in  all. 

tJ.  S.  GRANT, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 
Near  Fort  Henry^  Tenn.,  February  4,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.  : 

This  morning  the  debarkation  of  one  division,  under  General  McCler- 
nand,  took  i^lace  3 miles  below  Fort  Henry,  nearly  in  view  of  the  rebel 
batteries.  Not  having  sufficient  transportation  for  all  the  troops,  the 
larger  portion  of  the  steamers  have  to  return  to  Paducah  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  command,  under  General  Smith.  I went  up  on  the  Essex 
this  morning  with  Captain  Porter,  two  other  iron-clad  boats  accom- 
panying, to  ascertain  the  range  of  the  rebel'guns.  From  a point  about 
1 mile  above  the  place  afterwards  decided  on  for  i)lace  of  debarkation 
several  shells  were  thrown,  some  of  them  taking  effect  inside  the  rebel 
fort.  This  drew  the  enemy’s  fire,  all  of  which  fell  far  short,  except  from 
one  rifled  gun,  which  threw  a ball  through  the  cabin  of  the  Essex  and 
several  near  it. 

I expect  all  the  troops  by  10  a.  m.  to-morrow.  Enemy  are  represented 
as  having  re-enforced  rapidly  the  last  few  days.  General  L.  Tilghman 
commands  Fort  Henry. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Brig  ad  ier- Genera  1. 


February  4,  1862. 

General  McCook,  Munfordmlle : 

Try  to  ascertain  whether  the  rebels  have  made  any  preparation  for 
defense  this  side  of  Bowling  Green  by  throwing  up  works  or  felling 
trees.  Learn  if  they  are  doing  anything  in  that  way  around  Bell’s  and 
Bowling  Green. 


D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Hdqrs  First  Division,  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Somerset,  Ky.,  February  4,  1862. 

His  Excellency  David  Tod, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  Columbus,  Ohio : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receitff  of  your  favor  of 
the  28th  of  January,  inclosing  a copy  of  the  resolution  of  thanks  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  myself  and  Cols.  J.  A.  Gar- 
field, and  R.  L.  McCook,  together  with  the  officers  and  [men]  of  our 
command,  for  recent  victories  in  Kentucky  over  the  enemies  of  the 
Union. 

It  will  afford  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  comply  with  the  request  of 
the  General  Assembly  to  publish  the  resolution  of  thanks  to  niy  divis- 
ion, and  1 have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  convey  to  the  General 
Assembly  the  sincere  thanks  of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command,  as 
well  as  myself,  for  the  comiflimentary  manner  in  which  they  have  ap- 


582  OPERATIONS  IN  KY.,  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  S.  W.  VA.  [Chap.  XVIL 

% 

proved  onr  endeavors  to  reinstate  tlie  Constitution  and  laws  over  our 
distressed  country. 

I have  the  honor  to  he,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Brigadier- General^  U.  S.  Volunteers^  Commanding, 


Washington,  February  4, 1862. 
General  George  H.  Thomas,  Commanding : 

Dear  General  : You  will  need  no  assurance  that  I was  delighted 
at  the  intelligence  conveyed  by  your  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo, more  than 
confirming  what  had  been  matter  of  rumors.  During  a conference  with 
the  Secretary  of  War  the  morning  after  I received  it  I read  it  to  him. 
At  his  request  I left  it  in  his  hands  and  he  has  just  returned  it  after 
retaining  a copy.  Hence  my  delay  in  replying. 

You  have  undoubtedly  fought  the  great  battle  of  the  war.  The 
country  is  still  reverberating  the  shout  of  victory.  The  more  we  hear 
of  the  engagement  the  greater  its  magnitude  appears. 

I was  much  gratified  to  learn  to-night  from  Mr.  Speed,  of  Louisville, 
that  you  had  sent  Generals  Schoepf  and  Boyle  forward  to  Monticello 
with  a large  force,  and  that  you  were  yourself  actively  engaged  in  push- 
ing forward  a column  into  Eastern  Tennessee,  for  I know  well  enough 
that,  winter  though  it  is,  rough  as  the  vvays  are,  you  will  not  stop  until 
Knoxville  is  in  your  possession  and  that  line  of  railroad  in  your  grip. 

The  advance  into  that  region  will  necessarily  involve  some  measures 
looking  to  the  civil  administration  of  the  country.  The  mails  should 
go  simultaneously  with  the  troops,  and  yet  care  should  be  taken  that 
the  rebels  should  not  be  benefited  thereby.  Trade,  too,  will  naturally 
follow,  to  a limited  extent  at  least;  the  Union  people  should  as  far  as 
practicable  be  relieved  from  the  inconveniences  to  which  they  have 
been  subjected  by  the  double  rigors  of  external  circumvallation  by  the 
Government  and  of  domestic  oppression  by  the  secession  domination, 
but  care  iiiust  be  taken  that  it  be  not  made  a medium  of  contraband 
operations. 

To  look  after  these  matters  properly  you  might,  I should  think,  em- 
ploy with  advantage  some  civilians,  particularly  some  of  the  residents, 
being  careful  to  select  only  persons  both  intelligent  and  reliable. 

I am  exceedingly  anxious  to  be  with  you,  but  matters  of  great  mo- 
ment are  just  now  before  Congress,  and  seeing  how  partially  our  part 
of  the  country  is  represented  in  it,  I dislike  to  leave. 

Your  own  views  on  these  matters  would  greatly  interest  me,  and  I 
beg  you  will  favor  me  with  them. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOKACE  MAYKARD. 

P.  S. — Yesterday  the  Senate  confirmed  your  nomination  as  brigadier- 
general. 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Brigade, 

Camp  Buellj  February  4,  1862. 

Col.  D.  W.  Lindsey, 

Commanding  Twenty-second  Kentuclp  Volunteers : 

You  will  immediately  move  your  command  to  Piketon,  and  select 
some  good  place  for  a temporary  camp  a short  distance  away  from  the 
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village,  aud  require  all  your  officers  aud  men  to  encamj)  in  tents.  Di- 
rect your  surgeon  to  obtain  some  appropriate  building  to  be  used  as  a 
temporary  hospital.  Your  regiment  will  act  as  advance  guard  of  the 
brigade,  which  will  follow  you  soon. 

Aside  from  the  necessary  picket  service  I desire  you  to  use  all  means 
in  your  power  to  obtain  accurate  and  reliable  information  of  the  where- 
abouts and  ‘strength  of  the  enemy,  and  particularly  to  ascertain  what 
rebel  forces,  if  any,  are  occupying  the  Sounding  Gap.  llei)ort  to  me 
by  return  of  boats  the  condition  of  the  country  so  far  as  you  may  iiave 
found.  You  are  strictly  charged  to  restrain  your  command  from  all 
depredations  on  private  property  of  citizens.  There  are  said  to  be 
marauding  bands  of  the  enemy  in  that  locality.  Capture  or  disi)crso 
them.  There  is  a large  number  of  loyal  citizens  who  will  aid  you  as 
scouts  till  our  cavalry  can  join  you. 

Eespectfully,  yours, 

J.  A.  GAEFIELD, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade, 


[February  5,  1862. — McClellan  to  Buell  misplaced.  See  p.  473.] 


Saint  Louis,  February  5,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

Gunboats  supplied  with  temporary  crews  and  in  the  field.  JMortar 
boats  of  no  use  at  present.  Enlistments  for  regular  crews  going  on 
rapidly.  Bombardment  of  Fort  Henry  now  going  on.  Our  tiooi)s  have 
landed  3 miles  below. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  IMissouri, 

ISaint  Louis,  February  5,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Buell,  Louisville  : 

Our  advance  column  is  moving  up  the  Tennessee — twenty-three  regi- 
ments. More  will  soon  follow.  Can’t  you  make  a diversion  in  our  favor 
by  threatening  Bowling  Green  ? 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


General  Halleck  : 


Louisville,  February  5,  1862. 


My  position  does  not  admit  of  diversion.  My  moves  must  be  real 
ones,  and  I shall  move  at  once  unless  I am  restrained  by  orders  con- 
cerning other  plans.  Progress  will  be  slow  for  me.  Must  repair  the 
railroad  as  we  advance.  It  must  i)robably  be  twelve  days  before  we  can 
be  in  front  of  Bowling  Green. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 


Saint  Louis,  February  5,  1862. 

Major- General  McClellan  : 

It  is  reported  that  10,000  men  have  left  Bowling  Green  by  railroad  to 
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re-enforce  Fort  Henry.  Can’t  you  send  me  some  infantry  regiments 
from  Ohio  ? Answer. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


Washington,  D.  C.,  [February]  5 — 7 p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  0.  Buell,  Louisville^  Ky,: 

Halleck  telegraphs  that  report  says  10,000  men  left  Bowling  Green 
by  railroad  to  re-enforce  Fort  Henry,  and  asks  for  regiments  from  Ohio. 
If  report  true,  can  you  not  assist  by  a demonstration  in  direction  of 
Bowling  Green?  Communicate  with  Halleck  and  assist  him  if  pos- 
sible. Please  reply. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAK, 

Major-  General^  Commanding, 


Washington,  H.  C.,  February  5,  18G2 — 7 p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 

Have  telegraphed  Buell  to  communicate  with  you,  and  suggested 
demonstration  on  Bowling  Green.  Have  just  moved  eight  regiments 
from  Ohio  into  Western  Virginia.  Cannot  well  spare  more  thence  from 
Buell  unless  absolutely  necessary.  Please  communicate  fully  with  Buell 
and  with  me. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAK, 

Major-General,  Commanding, 


Louisville,  February  5,  1862 — 12  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

I am  communicating  with  him  [Halleck].  Bowling  Green  is  secure 
from  any  immediate  apprehension  of  attack  by^  being  strongly  fortified 
behind  a river,  by  obstructions  on  the  roads  for  nearly  the  whole  dis- 
tance between  us  (40  miles),  and  by  the  condition  of  the  roads  them- 
selves; can  only^  be  threatened  with  heavy  artillery.  No  demonstration, 
therefore,  is  practicable.  I will  send  him  a brigade. 

D.  C.  BHELL, 

Brigadier-  Gen  eral. 


Louisville,  February  5,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis: 

I will  re-enforce  your  column  by  a brigade  from  Green  Elver  if  you 
find  that  ymu  absolutely  require  it ; otherwise  I have  use  for  it.  Do  I 
understand  you  are  moving  up  the  Tennessee  Eiver  only  ? You  must 
not  fail. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-General, 


Saint  Louis,  February  5,  1862. 

To  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Paducah,  Ky., 

For  General  Grant: 

Ten  thousand  men  have  left  Bowling  Green  to  re-enforce  Fort  Henry. 
Order  forward  all  your  available  trooxis  as  rapidly  as  possible.  I send 
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down  the  Fourteenth  Iowa  to-day,  the  Forty-third  Illinois  to-morrow, 
and  the  Second  Iowa  in  a few  days. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Louisville,  February  5,  1862. 
Major-General  McClellan,  Washington: 

The  delay  caused  by  want  of  transportation,  and  when  that  shall  be 
remedied  the  insuperable  obstacles  to' the  advance  of  a suitable  column 
into  East  Tennessee  in  the  present  condition  of  the  roads,  iin])el  me  ro 
proceed  at  once  against  Bowling  Green,  leaving  the  other  to  be  resumed 
when  it  is  possible.  I am  unwilling  to  seem  to  swerve  from  the  exe- 
cution of  your  plan  without  advising  you  of  the  meaning  of  it  and 
knowing  that  you  will  acquiesce  in  the  necessity  for  it.  Since  I com- 
menced this  dispatch  General  Halleck  telegraphs  me : Our  advance 
column  is  moving  upon  the  enemy.  CanT  you  make  a diversion  in  our 
favor  by  threatening  Bowling  Green  My  position  does  not  admit  of 
diversion;  my  moves  must  be  in  earnest,  and  I propose  to  move  at  once. 
Our  progress  will  not  be  rapid,  for  the  railroad  has  to  be  repaired  as  we 
go,  but  we  will  try  to  make  it  sure.  I hope  General  Halleck  has 
weighed  his  work  well.  Please  answer. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis^  February  5,  1862. 

Thomas  A.  Scott, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War.,  Indianapolis: 

I want  all  the  infantry  regiments  at  Cairo  you  can  possibly  send  me 
there,  in  order  to  re-enforce  the  column  now  moving  up  the  Tennessee 
Biver.  Ten  thousand  men  have  been  detached  from  Bowling  Green  by 
railroad  to  re-enforce  Fort  Henry.  Send  me  all  the  re-enlorcements  you 
can,  as  I wish  to  cut  the  enemy’s  line  before  Beauregard  anives. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Gen.  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  Cairo, 

No.  1.  1 Camp  in  Field.,  near  Fort  Henry,  Feb.  5,  1862. 

The  First  Division,  General  John  A.  McClernand  commanding,  will 
move  at  11  o’clock  a.  m.  to-morrow,  under  the  guidance  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  McPherson,  and  take  a i^osition  on  the  roads  from  Fort  Henry 
to  Fort  Donelson  and  Dover. 

It  will  be  the  special  duty  of  this  command  to  prevent  all  re-enforce- 
ments to  Fort  Henry  or  escape  from  it ; also  to  be  held  in  readiness  to 
charge  and  take  Fort  Henry  by  storm  promptly  on  receipt  of  orders. 

Two  brigades  of  the  Second  Division,  General  C.  F.  Smith  command- 
ing, will  start  at  the  same  hour  from  the  west  bank  of  the  river  and 
take  and  occupy  the  heights  commanding  Fort  Henry.  This  point  will 
be  held  by  so  much  artillery  as  can  be  made  available  and  such  other 
troops  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  general  commanding  Second  Division 
may  be  necessary  for  its  protection. 

The  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  will  advance  up  the  east  bank 
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of  tlie  Tennessee  River  as  fast  as  it  can  be  securely  done,  and  be  in 
readiness  to  charge  upon  the  fort  or  move  to  the  suiiport  of  the  First 
Division,  as  may  be  necessary. 

xAll  of  the  forces  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  not  required  to  hold 
the  heights  commanding  Fort  Henry  will  return  to  their  transports, 
cross  the  river,  and  follow  the  First  Division  as  rapidly  as  ])ossible. 

The  west  bank  of  the  Tennessee  River  not  having  been  recounoitered, 
the  commanding  officer  intrusted  with  taking  possession  of  tlje  enemy’s 
works  there  will  proceed  witli  great  caution  and  such  information  as 
can  be  gathered  and  such  guides  as  can  be  found  in  the  time  interven- 
ing before  11  o’cdock  to-morrow. 

The  troops  will  move  with  two  days’  rations  of  bread  and  meat  in 
their  haversacks. 

One  company  of  the  Second  Division,  armed  with  rifles,  will  be 
ordered  to  report  to  Flag-Officer  Foote  as  sharpshooters  on  board  the 
gunboats. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Grant : 

JifO.  A.  RAWLmS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Special  Field  Orders,  > Hdqrs.  District  of  Cairo, 

No.  1.  1 Camp  near  Fort  Henry ^ Tenn.^Feh.  G,  1802. 

A.  n.  Markland,  esq.,  special  U.  S.  mail  agent,  will  take  charge  of 
all  mail  matter  from  and  to  the  troops  composing  the  present  expedi- 
tion, and  make  such  arrangements  as  he  may  be  authorized  by  the 
Department  to  make  to  forward  the  same. 

All  Government  boats  are  commanded  to  carry  all  mail  matter,  and 
such  persons  as  may  have  charge  of  the  same  under  directions  of  Mr. 
Markland,  free  of  charge  to  and  from  all  points  to  which  said  boats 
may  be  plying. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  IT.  S.  Grant : 

JNO.  A.  RAWLINS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Washington,  February  G,  18G2. 

General  Buell: 

Telegram  received.  My  dispatch  of  last  night  will  show  that  you 
meet  my  views.  Draw  in  from  Ohio  and  Indiana  what  you  need.  I 
telegraph  to  the  Governors  to  aid  you.  I need  not  urge  you  to  delay 
tlie  move  on  East  Tennessee  as  little  as  possible.  I fully  appreciate 
the  obstacles.  Same  thing  liere.  Communicate  often. 

McClellan. 


Saint  Louis,  February  G,  18G2. 

(Received,  Washington,  D.  C.,  Feb.  G — G.30  p.  m.) 
Major-General  McClellan  : 

Fort  Henry  is  largely  re-enforced  both  from  Bowling  Green  and 
Columbus.  They  intend  to  make  a stand  there.  Unless  I get  more 
forces  I may  fail  to  take  it,  but  the  attack  must  help  General  Buell  to 
move  forward.  Our  troops  landed  3 miles  below  the  fort  and  the  gun- 
boats are  bombarding  it.  I am  sending  every  available  man  from  Mis- 
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souri.  I was  not  ready  to  move,  but  deemed  best  to  anticipate  tlie 
arrival  of  Beauregard’s  forces. 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 


Washington,  February  6,  18G2. 

General  Buell: 

Halleck  telegraphs  that  Fort  Henry  is  largely  re-enforced  from 
Columbus  and  Bowling  Green.  If  road  so  bad  in  your  front,  had  we 
not  better  throw  all  available  force  on  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson  ? 
What  think  you  of  making  that  the  main  line  of  oiierations  ? Answer 
quick. 

McCLELLAK 


Washington,  February  6,  1802. 

General  Buell: 

If  it  becomes  necessary  to  detach  largely  from  your  command  to 
support  Grant,  ought  you  not  to  go  in  person  ? Beply,  and,  if  yes,  I 
will  inform  Halleck.  Your  last  dispatch  received.  What  heavy  artil- 
lery will  you  eventually  need  ? 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAl^. 


Saint  Louis,  February  6,  1802. 

(Eeceived  10  p.  m.) 

General  George  B.  McClellan: 

If  you  can  give  me,  in  addition  to  what  I have  in  this  department, 
10,000  men,  I will  take  Fort  Henry,  cut  the  enemy’s  line,  and  paralyze 
Columbus.  Give  me  25,000,  and  I will  threaten  Nashville  and  cut  oft 
railroad  communication,  so  as  to  force  the  enemy  to  abandon  Bowling 
Green  without  a battle. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Washington,  February  0,  1802 — 7 p.  m. 

General  Halleck: 

Buell  telegraphs  roads  are  impassable  to  Bowling  Green.  Has  sent 
you  a brigade.  I have  placed  nine  additional  regiments  at  his  disposal 
to  send  to  the  Tennessee  River  or  use  himself  if  he  can  advance  on 
Bowling  Green.  Buell  will  assist  you.  Is  a sudden  dash  on  Columbus 
practicable  if  Buell  can  send  the  troops?  I will  push  Hitchcock’s  case. 
Yours  of  to-day  received. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan. 


Louisville,  February  0 — 12  p.  m. 
(Received  February  7,  1802 — 11.30  a.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

This  whole  move,  right  in  its  strategical  bearing,  but  commenced 
by  General  Halleck  without  appreciation — imeparative  or  concert — has 
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now  become  of  vast  magnitude.  I was  myself  thinking  of  a change  of 
the  line  to  support  it  when  I received  your  dispatch.  It  will  have  to  be 
made  in  the  face  of  50,000  if  not  00,000  men,  and  is  hazardous.  I will 
answer  definitely  in  the  morning. 

D.  0.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General. 


Saint  Louis,  February  6,  1802. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  Louisville : 

The  enemy  is  concentrating  his  forces  on  Fort  Henry  by  railroad. 
It  is  said  that  Beauregard  arrived  there  last  night,  but  without  his 
troops.  The  bombardment  is  now  going  on.  The  boats  are  in  the  Ten- 
nessee and  the  troops  between  that  and  the  Cumberland.  From  what 
part  of  Green  Eiver  can  you  advance  a brigade  to  co-operate?  If 
necessary,  I can  throw  a column  across  the  Cumberland  to  facilitate  the 
movement. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major- Gefieral. 


Louisville,  February  6,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  8aint  Louis: 

I propose  to  send  the  brigade  by  water  from  the  mouth  of  Green 
Eiver,  to  form  a junction  with  you. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Louisville,  February  6,  1862— 6.30  p.  m. 

General  Halleck: 

Besides  the  brigade  from  Green  Eiver  I can  send  you  two  regiments 
from  Indiana  and  six  from  Oliio.  Telegraph  the  Governor  of  Ohio  the 
l)oint  at  which  you  will  have  his  regiments.  Those  from  Indiana  I 
have  directed  to  Cairo,  hearing  that  you  want  them  there.  Please  let 
me  know  what  you  do.  All  these  troops  are  raw,  you  know,  and  with- 
out any  brigade  organization.  For  the  present  I will  request  the  Gov- 
ernor to  arrange  them  in  brigades,  and  direct  the  senior  colonel  to  take 
command.  Ho  you  require  light  batteries  ? 

H.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  Genera  1. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  6,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  Louisville: 

Send  the  brigade  up  the  Cumberland,  and  I will  have  a gunboat  at 
Smithland  to  protect  the  transports.  They  can  land  near  Dover  and 
operate  on  either  side,  as  may  be  required.  If  we  can  reduce  Fort 
Henry  the  gunboats  will  proceed  up  the  river  to  destroy  all  bridges. 
I am  satisfied  that  the  enemy  intend  to  make  a desperate  stand  at  that 
place,  and  will  re-enforce  it  from  Bowling  Green  and  Columbus. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 
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Louisville,  February  6,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis : 

Do  you  say  send  the  brigade  up  the  Cumberland  River  to  land  near 
Dover  ? Is  not  the  enemy  in  possession  of  the  route  across  from  Dover? 
Please  describe  Grant’s  position  and  the  enemy’s. 

D.'  0.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- Ge7ieral. 


February  G,  1862. 

General  Georoe  H.  Thomas,  Soinerset: 

Move  your  division  with  all  possible  dispatch  back  to  Lebanon. 
Further  orders  will  meet  you  there.  Leave  one  regiment  to  collect 
and  guard  the  public  property  until  relieved  by  one  from  Wood’s  bri- 
gade, and  then  join  you. 

Lose  no  time.  What  amount  of  property  and  provisions  is  there  on 
hand?  What  means  have  you  prepared  for  crossing  the  river  ? 

D.  0.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General^  Coinmanding, 


February  6,  1862 — 7 p.  m. 

Gov.  David  Tod,  Columbus^  Ohio: 

General  McClellan  telegraphs  me  that  you  have  six  regiments  subject 
to  my  call.  Please  arrange  them  in  two  brigades,  so  as  to  place  the 
most  capable  colonel  in  command  in  each  as  far  as  relative  rank  will 
permit,  and  move  them  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  such  points  as 
General  Halleck  may  designate.  They  should  be  supplied  with  ammu- 
nition— at  least  40  rounds. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier -General^  Cominanding, 


Somerset,  February  6,  1862 — 11  p.  m. 

General  D.  C.  Buell: 

Uave  on  hand  nearly  100,000  rations  of  small  stores j not  more  than 
five  days  of  bread. 

Have  been  able  to  move  but  little  of  the  captured  iiroperty  in  con- 
sequence of  the  heavy  and  continuous  rains.  There  are  four  ferry- 
boats being  built,  but  none  finished.  A coal-boat  is  now  used  for 
crossing.  , 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS,  • 

Brigadier-  Ge^ieral, 


Headquarters  Fifth  Division, 

Calhoim,  February  6,  1862. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Fry, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Captain:  Your  telegram  ordering  my  command  back  to  this  place 
also  directed  me  to  have  Hawkins’  brigade  in  readiness  to  move  to 
Louisville.  I suppose  that  you  intended  the  Fourteenth  Brigade,  and 
wrote  Hawkins  instead  of  Jones,  who  is  in  command  of  this  brigade. 
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Tlie  country  all  around  is  flooded  and  impassable.  The  rebels  have 
burned  all  the  bridges  on  Pond  River,  a small  stream,  but  deep;  ford- 
able when  the  waters  are  low  at  but  few  places,  and  not  now  to  be 
forded  at  all.  Pond  River  empties  into  Green  River  10  miles  below 
this  place,  and  rims  nearly  parallel  with  Green  River  from  its  source 
to  its  month. 

If  a rebel  force  should  attempt  to  go  to  Henderson  I could  only  meet 
them  by  going  down  the  river.  I am  confident  that  no  troops  but 
cavalry  would  attempt  to  go  to  Henderson;  but  I have  been  notified 
several  times  that  the  rebel  cavalry  contemplated  this  enterprise.  In 
my  opinion  a single  regiment  at  this  place  is  enough  to  protect  the 
lock,  and  twenty  regiments  here  can  do  no  more.  If  it  is  not  your 
design  to  move  this  column  south  from  some  point  on  this  river  at  an 
early  day,  I respectfully  suggest  that  it  would  be  well  to  send  a regi- 
ment to  Henderson. 

I am,  general,  impatient,  of  course,  at  the  inactivity  of  my  command, 
but  feel  nothing  like  the  spirit  of  complaint.  We  were  all  cheered  by 
the  order  to  advance,  and  naturally  depressed  by  the  order  to  return. 
But  although  my  position  at  South  Carrollton  was  naturally  strong 
and  had  been  strengthened  by  some  field  works,  yet  your  order  for  me 
to  return  was  not  altogether  unexpected,  and  my  judgment  approved 
the  order,  uidess  you  could  have  sent  some  re-enforcements  to  my 
command. 

jMost  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  CRITTENDEN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  7,  18G2. 
Major-General  McClellan,  Washington: 

Fort  Henry  is  ours.  The  flag  of  the  Union  is  re-established  on  the 
soil  of  Tennessee.  It  will  never  be  removed. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

February  7,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

General  McClellan  congratulates  you  on  the  success  of  the  expedi- 
tion, and  desires  that  Fort  Henry  be  held  at  all  hazards.  Will  give 
further  instructions  to-day  about  further  movements. 

A.  Y.  COLBURN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Saint  Louis,  February  7,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan: 

Fort  Henry  will  be  held  at  all  hazards.  It  is  said  that  the  enemy  is 
concentrating  troops  by  railroad  to  recover  his  lost  advantage.  If 
General  Buell  cannot  either  attack  or  threaten  Bowling  Green  on 
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account  of  tlie  roads,  I think  every  man  not  required  to  defend  Green 
Eiver  should  be  sent  to  the  Tennessee  Eiver  or  Cumberland  Eiver. 
We  can  hold  our  ground  and  advance  up  these  rivers.  The  enemy 
must  abandon  Bowling  Green.  If  he  does  not,  he  is  completely  para- 
lyzed. He  will  concentrate  at  Dover,  Clarksville,  or  Paris,  or  fall 
back  on  NTashville.  In  either  case  Bowling  Green  will  be  of  little 
importance.  He  ought  to  concentrate  at  Dover,  and  attempt  to  retake 
Fort  Henry.  It  is  the  only  way  he  can  restore  an  equilibrium.  We 
should  be  prepared  for  this.  If  you  agree  with  me,  send  me  everything 
you  can  spare  from  General  Buell’s  command  or  elsewhere.  We  must 
hold  our  ground  and  cut  the  enemy’s  lines.  I am  sending  everything 
I can  rake  and  scrape  together  from  Missouri. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  Army,  Fehriiary  7,  1862 — 7.15  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  H allege,  Saint  Louis j Mo.: 

Dispatch  received.  I congratulate  you  upon  the  result  of  your 
operations.  They  have  caused  the  utmost  satisfaction  here.  I would 
not  undertake  a dash  at  Columbus  now.  Better  devote  everything 
towards  turning  it  j first  collecting  a sutficient  force  near  Forts  Henry 
and  Donelson  to  make  success  sure. 

Either  Buell  or  yourself  should  soon  go  to  the  scene  of  operations. 
Wliy  not  have  Buell  take  the  line  of  Tennessee  and  operate  on  Nash- 
ville, while  your  troops  turn  Columbus'?  Those  two  points  gained,  a 
combined  movement  on  Memphis  will  be  next  in  order.  The  bridges 
at  Tuscumbia  and  Decatur  should  at  all  hazards  be  destroyed  at  once. 

Please  number  telegraphic  dispatches  and  give  hour  of  transmittal. 
Thank  Grant,  Foote,  and  their  commands  for  me. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General.)  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  LouiSj  February  7,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Grant  or  Flag-Officer  Foote, 

Fort  Henry: 

Push  the  gunboats  up  the  river  to  cut  the  railroad  bridges.  Troops 
to  sustain  the  gunboats  can  follow  in  transports. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


Saint  Louis,  February  7,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  Georoe  B.  McClellan: 

Gunboats  and  cavalry  ordered  up  the  Tennessee  Eiver  to  destroy 
bridges.  I think  the  enemy  is  collecting  forces  at  Paris  to  prevent 
this  by  threatening  our  right  flank.  Paris  must  be  taken.  I am 
throwing  in  additional  forces  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  want  all  I can 
get.  Fort  Donelson  will  probably  be  taken  to-morrow.  Possibly  a 
dash  can  be  made  on  Columbus,  but  I think  not.  It  is  very  strong.  I 
shall  endeavor  to  cut  the  railroad  at  Union  City,  and  if  possible  occupy 
New  Madrid,  so  as  to  cut  off  supplies  by  the  river  j but  these  move- 
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ments  must  depend  upon  the  arrival  of  troops  and  the  condition  of  the 
roads,  which  are  now  almost  impassable. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  7,  18G2. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  Louisville,  Ky,: 

Fort  Henry  is  ours.  The  enemy  is  retreating  on  Paris,  pursued  by 
our  cavalry.  He  has  been  compelled  to  abandon  a part  of  his  artillery. 
The  gunboats  will  proceed  up  the  river  as  far  as  may  be  safe.  It  is 
believed  that  the  enemy  is  concentrating  his  forces  at  Paris,  to  operate 
on  our  flank.  It  will  require  every  man  we  can  get  to  hold  him  in. 
clieck  tliere,  while  a column  is  sent  up  the  Tennessee  or  Cumberland, 
or  both,  to  destroy  bridges.  We  are  much  in  want  of  artillery.  Send 
down  as  many  light  batteries  as  you  can  spare.  General  Grant  ex- 
pects to  take  Fort  Donelson  (at  Dover)  to-morrow.  If  troops  are  sent 
up  the  Cumberland  they  will  be  preceded  by  gunboats. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


February  7,  1862. 

General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis,  Mo,: 

I congratulate  you  on  your  success.  Considering  the  uncertainty  of 
forming  a junction,  I ordered  the  brigade  from  Green  Eiver  to  go  ui) 
the  Tennessee.  The  boats  start  to-night  to  take  them  on  board. 

I have  no  light  batteries  to  send  you  now. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  7,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  Louisville: 

Your  letter  of  the  5th  just  received.*  I agree  with  you  entirely. 
Bowling  Green  must  be  given  up  if  we  can  hold  our  position.  The 
enemy  will  concentrate  at  Kashville,  Clarksville,  or  Paris,  or  will 
attempt  to  regain  his  lost  advantage  at  Fort  Henry  or  Dover — 1 think 
the  latter.  It  is  all-important  that  we  hold  our  position  and  advance 
toward  Nashville.  I fear  I may  not  be  able  to  do  this  without  more 
troops.  If  from  the  condition  of  the  roads  you  can  neither  threaten 
nor  attack  Bowling  Green  nor  follow  him  to  the  Cumberland,  I advise 
the  sending  of  every  man  not  necessary  to  sustain  your  line  on  Green 
River  down  the  Ohio,  to  operate  up  the  Cumberland  or  Tennessee.  If 
we  can  hold  Fort  Henry  and  move  up  these  rivers,  you  will  have  no 
further  difficulty  about  Bowling  Green.  The  enemy  must  abandon  it 
and  fall  back.  If  he  moves  all  his  forces  against  me  on  the  Tennessee 
I may  not  be  able  to  resist  him,  but  will  do  everything  in  my  i)ower. 
I have  only  15,000  men  at  Fort  Henry  and  Dover.  I throw  out  these 
suggestions  for  your  consideration.  If  you  can  help  me  still  further  I 
know  you  will  do  so. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 
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Saint  Louis,  February  7,  18G2. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  0.  Buell,  Louisville^  Ky. : 

General  : My  telegrams  of  to-day  are  so  full  that  I have  very  little 
to  add  in  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  5th.  You  say  you  regret  that 
we  could  not  have  consulted  on  this  move  earlier.  So  do  I,  most  sin- 
cerely. I had  no  idea  of  commencing  the  movement  before  the  ir)th 
or  the  20th  instant  till  I received  General  McClellan’s  telegram  about 
the  re-enforcement  sent  to  Tennessee  or  Kentucky  with  Beauregard. 
Although  not  ready,  I deemed  it  important  to  move  instantly.  1 be- 
lieve I was  right.  We  must  hold.  Fort  Henry  must  be  held  at  all 
hazards.  I am  sending  there  every  man  I can  get  hold  of,  without 
regard  to  the  consequences  of  abandoning  posts  in  this  State.  If  the 
rebels  rise,  1 will  put  them  down  afterwards.  Grant’s  force  is  small — 
only  15,000.  Eight  thousand  more  are  on  the  way  to  re-enforce  him. 
If  w^e  can  sustain  ourselves  and  advance  up  the  Cumberland  or  Ten- 
nessee, Bowling  Green  must  be  abandoned.  I suppose  the  mud  there, 
as  it  is  here,  is  too  deep  for  movements  outside  of  railroads  and  rivers. 

The  enemy  has  the  railroads,  and  we  must  use  the  rivers — at  least 
for  the  present.  Unfortunately  our  gunboats  are  badly  disabled.  They 
will  be  repaired  as  soon  as  possible.  In  the  mean  time  we  must  iiush 
on  with  infantry  and  artillery  on  transports  I have  no  train,  and  most 
of  the  regiments  are  without  means  of  transportation  on  land.  I hope 
you  will  help  us  all  you  can.  I deem  the  holding  of  Fort  Henry  of  vital 
importance  to  both  of  us. 

I write  in  great  haste,  but  you  will  understand  the  purport  of  what 
I wish  to  express. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Army,  February  7,  1862 — 7.15  p.  m.  ' 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  Louisville.,  Ky. : 

Why  not  take  the  line  of  the  Tennessee  with  your  command  and  ojier- 
ate  on  Kashville,  while  Halleck  turns  Union  City  and  Columbus  ? 

I have  directed  him  to  destroy  bridge  at  Decatur  if  possible  to  reach  it. 
After  carrying  FTashville  and  Columbus  a combined  attack  on  Mem- 
phis could  be  made  j it  would  easily  fall  if  bridge  at  Decatur  destroyed. 
Call  for  all  available  troops  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Michigan. 

Please  number  and  give  hour  of  transmittal  of  telegraphic  dispatches. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAK, 

Major-General. 


Louisville,  February  7,  1862 — 9 p.  m. 
Major-General  McClellan: 

I cannot,  on  reflection,  think  a change  of  my  line  would  be  advisable. 
I shall  want  eighteen  rifled  siege  guns  and  four  companies  of  experi- 
enced gunners  to  man  them.  I hope  General  Grant  will  not  require 
further  re-enforcements.  I will  go,  if  necessary. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier -General. 

38  R R — VOL  VII 


594  OPERATIONS  IN  KY.,  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  S.  AV.VA.  [Chap.  XVn 

Cairo,  III.,  February  7,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  JJ.  S.  Grant, 

Comdg.  U.  8.  Forces  on  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  Fivers : 

By  direction  of  Major-General  Halleck  I am  here  with  his  authority 
to  give  any  necessary  orders  in  his  name  to  facilitate  yonr  very  im- 
portant operations.  Do  you  want  any  more  cavalry  ? If  so.  General 
Halleck  can  send*  you  a regiment  from  Saint  Louis.  I have  directed 
General  Paine  to  send  you,  as  soon  as  transportation  can  be  provided, 
the  Thirty-second  and  Forty -ninth  Illinois  and  Twenty-fifth  Indiana. 
The  Fifty-seventh  Illinois  will  be  here  on  Wednesday,  en  route  to  join 
you.  Several  regiments  are  about  moving  from  Saint  Louis  to  add  to 
your  forces.  Please  ask  Lieutenant-Colonel  McPherson  whether  he 
wants  intrenching  tools  or  anything  else  I can  supjdv. 

G.  W.'^CIJLLTTM, 

Brig.  Gen.  Vols.,  U.  8.  Army^  Chief  of  Staff. 


Louisville,  February  8,  1862 — 0 a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

I am  concentrating  and  preparing,  but  will  not  decide  definitely  yet. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  8,  1862. 
To  the  Secretary  of  War,  Washington : 

Brigadier-Generals  Sherman,  Pope,  Grant,  Curtis,  Hurlbut,  Si  gel, 
Prentiss,  and  McClernand,  all  in  this  (lepartment,  are  of  same  date,  and 
'each  unwilling  to  serve  under  the  other.  If  Brig.  Gen.  E.  A.  Hitch- 
cock could  be  made  major-general  of  volunteers  and  assigned  to  this 
department  it  would  satisfy  all  and  reconcile  all  difterences.  If  it  can 
be  done  there  should  be  no  delay,  as  an  experienced  officer  of  high  rank 
is  wanted  immediately  on  the  Tennessee  line. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  8,  1862 — 12  m. 

Major-General  McClellan,  Washington : 

Yours  of  the  7th,  8 p.  m.,  is  received.  I am  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  if  General  Buell  cannot  move  on  Bowling  Green,  all  his  available 
forces  not  required  to  guard  Green  Liver  should  be  transferred  to  the 
Cumberland,  to  move  by  water  on  Kashville.  With  the  enemy  in  force 
at  Columbus  and  Bowling  Green  on  my  flanks  I cannot  advance  on 
Nashville  without  more  troops.  The  enemy  would  be  certain  to  cut  me 
oft*  from  my  base.  I shall  go  to  Fort  Henry  on  Monday  or  Tuesday. 
The  disabled  gunboats  cannot  be  repaired  for  some  days,  giving  time 
for  the  transfer  of  what  forces  can  be  spared  from  Kentucky. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  8,  1862. 
Major-General  McClellan,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

General  : I have  considered  with  due  deliberation  that  part  of 
your  telegram  of  yesterday  in  relation  to  General  BuelFs  coming  to 
the  Cumberland  Eiver  and  taking  command  of  the  expedition  against 
NTashville.  General  Sherman  ranks  General  Buell,- and  he  is  entitled 
to  a command  in  that  direction.  I propose,  with  due  deference  to  your 
better  judgment,  the  following  plan,  as  calculated  to  produce  unity  of 
action  and  to  avoid  any  difficulties  about  rank  and  command : Create 
a geographical  division,  to  be  called  Western  Division,  or  any  other 
suitable  name,  and  to  be  composed  of  three  departments,  viz : Depart- 
ment of  the  Missouri,  including  the  present  Department  of  Kansas  and 
the  States  of  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas ; Department 
of  the  Mississippi,  including  the  remainder  of  the  present  Department 
of  the  Missouri  and  West  Tennessee;  Department  of  the  Ohio,  to  be 
the'  same  as  at  present,  with  the  addition  of  East  Tennessee.  If  we 
penetrate  into  Alabama  or  Mississippi,  they  can  be  assigned  according 
to  circumstances.  General  Buell  would  then  retain  his  present  com- 
mand, with  a small  addition ; General  Hunter  could  take  the  new 
Department  of  the  Missouri,  which,  I have  no  doubt,  would  be  more 
agreeable  to  him  than  his  present  position ; and  General  Hitchcock,  if 
you  can  get  him  appointed,  could  take  the  new  Department  of  the 
Mississippi.  I have  no  desire  for  any  larger  command  than  I have 
now,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  this  would  produce  greater  concert  of  ac- 
tion, give  more  satisfaction  to  General  Hunter,  and  economize  your 
labor,  as  all  your  orders  for  the  West  would  then  go  through  a single 
channel.  Moreover,  where  troops  of  different  departments  act  together, 
as  they  must  on  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  and  on  the  frontiers  of 
Kansas,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  they  would  be  under  one  general  head. 
This  would  avoid  any  clashing  of  interests  or  difference  of  plans  and 
policy. 

I make  these  suggestions  for  your  consideration. 

If  General  Hitchcock  cannot  be  appointed.  General  Sherman  could 
take  the  Department  of  the  Mississippi.  His  health  is  greatly  improved. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-  General, 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  8,  1862, 

Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Fort  Henry: 

If  possible,  destroy  the  bridge  at  Clarksville.  It  is  of  vital  import- 
ance, and  should  be  attempted  at  all  hazards.  Shovels  and  picks  will 
be  sent  you  to  strengthen  Fort  Henry.  The  guns  should  be  transferred 
and  arranged  so  as  to  resist  an  attack  by  land.  The  redan  on  south 
bank  should  be  arranged  for  same  object.  Some  of  the  guns  from 
Fort  Holt  will  be  sent  up.  Ee-enforcements  will  reach  you  daily. 
Hold  on  to  Fort  Henry  at  all  hazards.  Impress  slaves  of  secessionists 
in  vicinity  to  work  on  fortiffcations.  It  is  of  vital  importance  to 
strengthen  your  iiosition  as  rapidly  as  possible.  When  slaves  are  so 
impressed,  they  should  be  kept  under  guard  and  not  allowed  to  com- 
municate with  the  enemy,  nor  must  they  be  allowed  to  escape.  Where 
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supplies  are  taken  from  IJnion  men,  they  should  he  paid  for  either  in 
money  or  proper  vouchers.  Where  taken  from  secessionists,  they  must 
be  receipted  for  and  duly  taken  up  on  the  proper  leturns. 

You  must  cut  the  enemy’s  telegraph  lines  whenever  you  can.  Keep 
me  informed  of  all  you  do  as  often  as  you  can  write  or  telegraph. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  LouiSy  February  8,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Cullum,  Cairo,  III.: 

A brigade  sent  by  Buell  is  coming  down  the  Ohio  to  report  at  Smith- 
land.  Order  them  up  the  Tennessee  to  General  Grant.  Shovels  go 
down  to-day  for  use  at  Fort  Henry.  Send  up  picks  from  Cairo ; also  two 
guns  from  Fort  Holt.  All  heavy  guns  in  Fort  Henry  should  be  trans- 
ferred to  land  side,  to  resist  an  attack  from  Bowling  Green  or  Colum- 
bus. Push  on  the  telegraph  line  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

Fort  Henry ^ Tenn.^  February  8,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Cullum,  Cairo,  III. : 

Yours  of  yesterday’s  date  is  received.  The  cavalry  w^hich  General 
Halleck  can  spare  from  Saint  Louis  might  be  used  to  advantage  after 
a wliile,  possibly  as  soon  as  they  could  be  got  ready.  At  present  we  are 
perfectly  locked  in  by  high  water  and  bad  roads,  and  prevented  from 
acting  offensively,  as  I should  like  to  do.  The  banks  are  higher  at  the. 
water’s  edge  than  farther  back,  leaving  a wide  margin  of  low  land  to 
bridge  over  before  anything  can  be  done  inland.  The  bad  state  of  the 
roads  will  then  prevent  the  transportation  of  baggage  or  artillery.  I 
contemplated  taking  Fort  Donelson  to-day  with  infantry  and  cavalry 
alone,  but  all  my  troops  may  be  kept  busily  engaged  in  saving  what 
we  now  have  from  the  rapidly-rising  waters.. 

Yesterday  my  cavalry  went  to  within  a mile  of  Fort  Donelson.  All 
the  enemy’s  pickets  were  driven  in,  but  no  definite  information  received 
of  the  number  of  the  enemy.  The  force  from  here,  however,  had  all 
Joined  the  force  at  Fort  Donelson,  and  if  any  re-enforcements  were  on 
the  way  for  this  place  no  doubt  they  have  been  or  will  go  there  also. 

All  the  gunboats  are  gone  from  here.  Captain  Phelps  started  with  the 
three  old  boats  the  evening  after  the  battle,  or  rather  capture  I should 
say,  and  will  no  doubt  go  to  the  head  of  navigation.  I sent  after  him 
a transport,  with  some  infantry,  to  disable  the  railroad  bridge,  but  ger- 
ting  off'  some  hours  later  than  the  gunboats  and  finding  a rebel  force  at 
the  bridge,  they  returned  without  accomplishing  the  object.  1 sent  up 
yesterday  the  only  remaining  iron-clad  boat,  and  as  she  has  just  made 
her  appearance,  I will  await  her  report  and  finish. 

The  railroad  bridge  is  disabled.  Some  commissary  stores  and  quar- 
termaster property  were  also  taken. 

The  steamer  which  will  carry  this  will  leave  in  a very  short  time,  so 
that  I will  not  be  able  to  seiwl  any  additional  report  to  General  Ilal- 
leck.  I would  be  obliged,  therefore,  if  jmu  would  send  this,  or  a copy. 
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or  siicli  portion  of  it  as  you  think  might  interest  the  general  command- 
ing the  department. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier- General, 


Febeuaey  8,  18G2 — 4.30  p.  m. 

General  H allege,  Saint  Louis  : 

I notified  you  that  two  Indiana  and  six  Ohio  regiments  were  subject 
to  your  call  for  the  Tennessee  Eiver.  Have  you  received  them  Please 
tell  me  from  time  to  time  the  details  of  Grant’s  movements  as  much  as 
possible,  so  that  I may  act  to  suit  the  circumstances. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commandmg, 


Headquarters,  February  8,  1862. 

General  Thomas  : 

Do  not  lose  any  time,  but  come  on  to  Lebanon  as  promptly  as  pos- 
sible. I may  want  you  immediately. 

D.  0.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  LouiSj  February  9,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  0.  Buell,  Louisville,,  Ky,: 

The  two  Indiana  regiments  are  coming  by  railroad ) hear  nothing  of 
the  six  from  Ohio.  Are  these  in  addition  to  the  brigade  spoken  of  by 
you  as  coming  down  the  Ohio  ? I hear  nothing  of  the  brigade.  Grant 
was  near  Dover  yesterday,  the  8th  j hear  nothing  more.  Mud  very 
deep,  and  movement  slow. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


Cairo,  III.,  February  9,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis,,  Mo, : 

McPherson  has  reconnoitered  to  within  1^  miles  of  Fort  Donelson  and 
had  skirmish  with  pickets.  High  water  and  mud  prevent  transpor- 
tation of  Grant’s  baggage  and  artillery.  Have  taken  twelve  field  guns 
abandoned  by  rebels.  Telegraph  wires  between  Forts  Henry  and 
Donelson  imlled  down.  Trestle  from  abutments  ot  Tennessee  bridge 
to  high  land  destroy  ed,  but  fine  bridge  left  uninjured.  Gunboats  in 
pursuit  of  rebel  steamers  ; understand  one  burned  to  escape  capture. 
Will  send  Forty-eighth  Indiana,  Tliirty-second  Illinois,  and  two  heavy 
guns  to-day  by  Em^iress,  making  five  regiments  sent  from  here. 

G.  W.  CULLUM, 

Brig,  Gen,  Vols.,,  U,  S,  Army,  Chief  of  Staff , 


Saint  Louis,  February  9,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Cullum,  Cairo  : 

All  additional  stores  should  be  sent  to  Paducah.  Tlie  First  Nebraska 
leave  to-night  j the  Second  Iowa  will  follow  to-morrow  night.  General 
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McClellan  gives  hopes  of  adopting  my  plan  entire,  by  sending  a part  of 
BuelPs  army  to  the  Cumberland.  If  so,  look  out  for  lively  times.  The 
gunboats  should  be  prepared  for  the  Cumberland  with  all  possible  dis- 
patch. Hitchcock  is  appointed. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


Saint  Louis,  February  9, 1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Cullum,  Cairo : 

If  three  gunboats  can  be  spared  from  Cairo  and  made  efficient,  I 
wish  them  sent  up  the  Cumberland  to  Dover  and  Clarksville.  Consult 
Commodore  Eoote  and  let  me  know  when  and  how  many  can  go. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


Cairo,  February  9, 1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis,,  Mo, : 

I telegraphed  you  this  morning,  and  find  my  dispatch  not  sent  at  8 
this  evening.  I have  already  consulted  with  Eoote,  anticipating  your 
orders.  He  cauT  send  gunboats  up  Cumberland.  Will  see  him  again. 

G.  W.  CULLUM, 
Brigadier -General  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


Cairo,  III.,  February  9, 1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis ^ Mo,  : 

Ko  force  at  Commerce  Point,  where  all  contraband  from  Illinois  is 
landed  for  rebels.  Pour  comijanies  of  Second  Illinois  Artillery,  425 
men  and  sixteen  guns,  sent  to  north  of  Fort  Holt  on  high  ground,  it 
being  the  order  of  General  Grant  on  leaving  to  retain  them  here.  Ger- 
man recruits  may  have  been  recently  distributed  to  regiments.  Cap- 
tain Eodgers,  of  provost-marshaks  department,  reports  a gang  of  K. 
G.  C.  at  Ironton,  Eandolph  County,  Illinois.  Mortar  boats  being  ex- 
perimented with.  Essex  will  have  to  go  to  Saint  Louis  for  repairs  of 
boiler,  &c.  Forty-eighth  Indiana  arrived  here  with  900  men  and  but 
400  arms.  Have  directed  Colonel  Buford  to  supply  them  with  500  from 
GOO  altered  Harper’s  Ferry  muskets  he  has  on  hand,  having  just  been 
supplied  with  Enfield  rifles. 

G.  W.  CULLUM, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Staff , 


General  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  Cairo, 

No.  3.  j Fort  Henry,,  February  9,  1862. 

All  regimental  officers  will  immediately  take  up  quarters  with  com- 
mands and  not  board  on  steamers,  as  the  general  commanding  regrets 
to  see  has  been  done. 

No  officer  will  be  allowed  to  go  aboard  any  steamers  except  where 
his  duty  carries  him. 

Commanders  of  regiments  will  see  that  this  order  is  properly  exe- 
cuted. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Grant  : 

JNO.  A.  EAWLINS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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General  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  Cairo, 

No.  5.  ) Fort  Henry ^ February  9,  18G2. 

The  pilfering  and  marauding  disposition  shown  by  some  of  the  men 
of  this  command  has  determined  the  general  commanding  to  make  an 
example  of  some  one,  to  fully  show  his  disapprobation  of  such  conduct. 
Brigade  commanders,  therefore,  will  be  held  accountable  for  the  con- 
duct of  their  brigades,  regimental  commanders  for  their  regiments,  and 
company  commanders  for  their  comiianies.  If  any  one  is  found  guilty 
of  plundering  or  other  violation  of  orders,  if  the  guilty  parties  are  not 
punished  promptly  the  company  officers  will  be  at  once  arrested,  or  if 
they  are  not  known  the  punishment  will  have  to  come  upon  the  regi- 
mental or  brigade  commanders.  Every  offense  will  be  traced  back  to  a 
responsible  party. 

In  an  enemy^s  country,  where  so  much  more  could  be  done  by  a manly 
and  humane  policy  to  advance  the  cause  which  we  all  have  so  deeply 
at  heart,  it  is  astonishing  that  men  can  be  found  so  wanton  as  to  de- 
stroy, pillage,  and  burn  indiscriminately,  without  inquiry. 

This  has  been  done  but  to  a very  limited  extent  in  this  command  so 
far,  but  too  much  for  our  credit  has  akeady  occurred  to  be  allowed  to 
pass  without  admonition. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  G.  S.  Grant,  commanding : 

JNO.  A.  EAWLINS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


February  10  [17],  1862 — 9 a.  m. 

Major-General  McClellan: 

It  is  said  that  Beauregard  is  preparing  to  move  from  Columbus  either 
on  Paducah  or  Fort  Henry.  Do  send  me  more  troops.  It  is  the  crisis 
of  the  war  in  the  West.  Have  you  fully  considered  the  advantage 
which  the  Cumberland  affords  to  the  enemy  at  Nashville  An  immense 
number 'of  boats  have  been  collected,  and  the  whole  Bowling  Green 
force  can  come  down  in  a day,  attack  Grant  in  the  rear,  and  return  to 
Nashville  before  Buell  can  get  half  way  there.  The  bridges  are  all  de- 
stroyed and  the  roads  rendered  impassable.  If  Buell  must  move  by 
land,  why  not  direct  him  on  Clarksville  ? I can  do  no  more  for  Grant  at 
present.  I must  stop  the  transports  at  Cairo  to  observe  Beauregard. 
We  are  certainly  in  peril.  Telegraph  to  General  Hitchcock  officially, 
informing  him  of  his  appointment,  and  assign  him  to  duty  in  this  depart- 
ment. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

' Saint  Louis^  February  10,  1862 — 12  m. 

Major-General  McClellan,  Washington: 

Colonel  Holt  and  others  say  that  troops  cannot  move  by  land  in  Ken- 
tucky before  well  into  April.  If  sufficient  forces  are  sent  to  the  Cum- 
berland, we  can  by  that  time  be  in  the  heart  of  Tennessee.  Give  us  the 
means  and  we  are  certain  to  give  the  enemy  a telling  blow. 

We  have  just  taken  Poplar  Bluff  and  Doniphan,  capturing  Major 
Jennings  and  29  men  of  the  rebel  army. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  10,  18G2. 
Brigadier-General  Oullum,  Cairo,  III.: 

Persuade  Flag-Officer  Foote,  if  possible,  to  send  gunboats  up  the 
Cumberland.  Two  will  answer,  if  he  can  send  no  more.  They  must 
precede  the  transports.  I am  straining  every  nerve  to  send  troops  to 
take  Dover  and  Clarksville.  Troops  are  on  their  way.  All  we  want  is 
gunboats  to  precede  the  transports.  Show  him  this. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

Fort  Henry,  February  10,  1862. 
Flag-Officer  Foote,  Commanding  Flotilla: 

I have  been  waiting  very  patiently  for  the  return  of  the  gunboats 
under  Commander  Phelps,  to  go  around  on  the  Cumberland,  whilst  I 
marched  my  land  forces  across  to  make  a simultaneous  attack  upon  Fort 
Donelson.  I feel  that  there  should  be  no  delay  in  this  matter,  and  yet  I 
do  not  feel  justified  in  going  without  some  of  your  gunboats  to  co-op- 
erate. Can  you  not  send  two  boats  from  Cairo  immediately  up  the  Cum- 
berland To  expedite  matters,  any  steamers  at  Cairo  may  be  taken  to 
tow  them.  Should  you  be  deficient  in  men,  an  artillery  company  can 
be  detached  to  serve  on  the  gunboats  temporarily. 

Please  let  me  knoAV  your  determination  in  this  matter,  and  start  as 
soon  as  you  like.  I will  be  ready  to  co-operate  at  any  moment. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Louisville,  February  10,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Just  received  your  dispatch.  I ordered  six  regiments  from  Ohio,  two 
from  Indiana,  and  the  brigade  (four  regiments)  from  Green  River;  in 
all,  twelve  regiments.  The  boats  for  the  Green  River  brigade  left  here 
the  night  of  the  day  you  called  for  them,  and  were  to  ascend  the  Ten- 
nessee River.  May  have  been  delayed  a little  at  Green  River.  The  Ohio 
regiments,  it  appears,  did  not  understand  your  call  as  definite.  I dis- 
patched last  night  to  hasten  them  forward.  May  I ask  what  force  you 
leave  at  Paducah!  It  is  exposed  to  Columbus,  is  it  not!  How  many 
gunboats  have  you  ! It  may  affect  my  movement. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-General. 


Saint  Louis,  February  10,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant: 

If  possible  destroy  the  bridge  at  Clarksville.  Run  any  risk  to  accom- 
plish this.  Strengthen  land  side  of  Fort  Henry,  and  transfer  guns  to 
resist  a land  attack.  Picks  and  shovels  are  sent.  Large  re-enforce- 
ments will  soon  join  you. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 
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Saint  Louis,  February  10,  18C2. 
General  Grant  or  Flag-Officer  Foote: 

Piisli  the  gunboats  up  the  river  to  cut  the  railroad  bridges.  Troops 
to  sustain  the  gunboats  can  follow  in  transports. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


General  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  Cairo, 

No.  7.  ) Fort  Henry.!  February  10,  1862. 

The  troops  from  Forts  Henry  and  Heiman  will  hold  themselves  in 
readiness  to  mgve  on  Wednesday,  the  12th  instant,  at  as  early  an 
hour  as  practicable.  Neither  tents  nor  baggage  will  be  take-n,  except 
such  as  the  troops  can  carry.  Brigade  and  regimental  commanders  will 
see  that  all  their  men  are  supplied  with  40  rounds  of  ammunition  in 
their  cartridge-boxes  and  two  days’  rations  in  their  haversacks.  Three 
days’ additional  rations  maybe  put  in  wagons  to  follow  the  exiiedition, 
but  will  not  impede  the  progress  of  the  main  column. 

Two  regiments  of  infantry  will  remain  at  Fort  Henry,  to  be  desig- 
nated from  the  First  Division,  and  one  brigade  at  Fort  Heiman,  Ky.,  to 
be  designated  by  General  Smith,  commanding. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Grant : 

JNO.  A.  EAWLINS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General 


General  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  Cairo, 

No.  8.  ) Fort  Henry^  February  10,  1862. 

The  Seventeenth,  Forty-third,  and  Forty-ninth  Eegiments  Illinois 
Volunteers,  commanded  by  the  senior  colonel,  will  form  the  Third  Bri- 
gade, First  Division,  of  the  Army  in  the  field. 

The  Fourteenth  Iowa,  Twenty-fifth  and  Fifty-second  Indiana  Volun- 
teers, Birge’s  Sharpshooters,  and  one  battalion  Curtis’  Horse  will  form 
the  Fourth  Brigade,  Second  Division. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Grant: 

JNO.  A.  EAWLINS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Ordnance  Depot, 
LouisviUe.,  Ky..,  February  10,  1862. 
General  J.  W.  Eipley,  Washington  : 

Sir  : Ten  thousand  stand  of  small-arms  are  needed  to  supply  the 
place  of  defective  arms  now  in  the  hands  of  the  troops  in  this  depart- 
ment. Please  inform  me  when  they  can  be  sent. 

Very  respectfully, 

T.  EDSON, 
Lieutenant  of  Ordnanee. 


February  10,  1862—1.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  JJ.  S.  Army,  Waslimgton,  D.  C.  : 

My  ordnance  officer  has  by  my  direction  made  frequent  report  of  the 
worthless  character  of  certain  arms  sent  here  and  the  necessity  for 


bU^  OPEEATIONS  IN  KY.,  TENN.^  N.  ALA.^  AND  S.W.  VA.  [Chap.  xvn. 

more.  Gets  no  answer.  The  muskets  sent  to  Kentucky  are  unsafe  and 
demoralize  the  troops.  Proposed  to  alter  them^  but  received  no  answer. 
Ought  to  be  replaced  at  once. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Washinoton,  February  10,  1802—7  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  G.  Buell,  Louisville : 

Dispatch  received.  It  contains  the  first  intimation  I have  had  of 
character  of  arms.  I will  take  immediate  steps  to  remedy  tlie  evil. 
Communicate  your  wants  direct  to  me.  Eeports  to  bureaus  are  apt  to 
be  buried. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAK. 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Brigade, 

Camp  Buellj  February  10,  1802. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Fry, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir  : Your  letters  of  20th  and  24th*  were  received  on  the  4th  instant, 
and  on  the  same  day  seven  companies  of  Colonel  Lindsey^s  regiment, 
which  had  been  left  at  Louisa,  moved  up  the  river  to  Piketon,  being 
joiued  at  this  place  by  three  comiianies  already  here.  At  my  request 
Col.  J.  A.  J.  Lightburn,  of  the  Fourth  Yirginia  Eegiment,  stationed  at 
Ceredo,  sent  two  comiianies  to  Louisa  to  protect  our  stores  there,  allow- 
ing the  whole  of  Colonel  Liudsey’s  command  to  move  together.  I have 
also  sent  the  Fortieth  Oliio  Infantry  and  one  company  of  McLaughlin’s 
cavalry  forward  to  Piketon.  The  lYrty-second  Ohio  and  the  remain- 
ing company  of  McLaughlin’s  cavalry  will  move  forward  to-morrow. 

In  order  to  protect  my  Hank  in  this  forAvard  movement  I sent  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Letcher,  of  the  First  Kentucky  Cavalry,  with  his  com- 
mand, on  the  31st  ultimo,  to  West  Liberty,  with  instructions  to  keep  uii 
a series  of  scouting  expeditions  in  that  vicinity  and  towards  Whites- 
burg  and  Piketon,  and  keep  me  informed  of  all  movements  of  the  enemy 
in  that  direction,  and  also  to  suppress  any  uprising  in  Magoffin  and 
neighboring  counties. 

I communicated  with  General  Eosecrans  to  ascertain  whether  any 
part  of  his  command  was  in  position  to  protect  my  left  flank,  and 
whether  he  had  any  communication  with  the  Ohio  Elver.  In  a letter 
bearing  date  February  4 he  informed  me  that  a detachment  of  his  force 
is  at  Ealeigh,  Ya.,  and  he  hojies  to  advmnce  his  lines  within  the  next 
four  weeks. 

I have  left  the  Fourteenth  Kentucky  at  this  point  to  guard  our  stores. 
We  have  used  every  available  means  to  bring  our  supplies  uj)  the  river, 
and  several  hundred  tons  are  now  here. 

Colonel  Marshall,  of  the  Sixteenth  Kentucky,  reported  to  me  by  a 
special  messenger  on  the  29th  ultimo.  1 ordered  him  immediately  to 
put  his  command  in  readiness  to  join  me.  He  has  not  yet  reported  him- 
self in  readiness  to  move. 

From  scouts  sent  out  by  Colonel  Lindsey  since  he  reached  Piketon 
the  report  is  confirmed  that  at  least  one  of  the  Yirginia  regiments  has 
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gone  home.  On  Monday,  the  3d  instant,  it  was  at  Glades ville,  cn  route 
for  Abingdon.  Part  of  the  brigade  is  still  in  the  vicinity  of  Whitesburg 
and  part  is  supposed  to  be  holding  Pound  Gap,  which  is  reijorted  to  be 
strongly  fortified. 

There  are  no  present  indications  of  MarshalPs  intention  to  regain  his 
foothold  on  East  Kentucky.  There  is  a marked  change  in  the  feeling 
of  the  citizens  of  Sandy  Valley  in  favor  of  the  Government.  Deserters 
continue  to  deliver  themselves  up  in  greater  numbers  than  ever ; 37 
from  one  company  of  Colonel  Williams’  regiment  have  delivered  them- 
selves up. 

If  we  are  to  advance  far  beyond  Piketon  it  will  be  imi^eratively  neces- 
sary that  we  be  furnished  with  another  squad  of  cavalry,  for,  as  I inti- 
mated in  a former  report,  a part  of  those  under  my  command  are  of  but 
little  value  to  the  service. 

To  obtain  possession  of  the  Pound  Gap  I would  again  suggest  the 
importance  of  giving  me  a battery  of  light  howitzers. 

The  roads  beyond  Piketon  are  more  tolerable  than  those  this  side, 
and  artillery  can  be  made  very  serviceable  in  that  region. 

Yours,  truly, 

J.  A.  GAEFIELD, 
Colo7ielj  Commanding  Brigade, 


Saint  Louis,  February  11,  1862. 
Elag-Offlcer  Andrew  H.  Foote,  Cairo : 

I think  some  of  the  gunboats  should  be  sent  up  the  Cumberland, 
with  the  least  possible  delay,  to  attack  Fort  Donelson.  Transports  will 
bo  waiting  at  Paducah  to  folloAV  them.  It  is  of  vital  importance  that 
Fort  Donelson  be  reduced  immediately. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

^ Major-General. 


Cairo,  February  11,  1862. 

Major-General  Halleck  : 

The  gunboats  Lexington,  Tyler,  and  Conestoga,  under  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Phelps,  agreeably  to  my  orders,  have  proceeded  up  the 
Tennessee  Kiver,  and  destroyed  or  captured  all  the  rebel  boats,  broke 
up  their  camps,  and  made  prize  of  their  fine  new  gunboat.  They  went 
up  as  far  as  the  river  Avas  naAugable.  I move  ui)  to-morroAv  in  another 
direction. 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 

Flag-Officer. 


Headquarters  Depart:ment  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  LouiSj  February  11,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Cullum  and  Flag-Officer  Foote,  Cairo: 

Push  forward  the  Cumberland  expedition  with  all  possible  dispatch. 
In  addition  to  the  land  forces  at  Paducah  and  on  their  way  from  Mich- 
igan, Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  I shall  send  one  regiment  from  here 
on  Thursday,  one  on  Friday,  and  one  on  Saturday.  Push  ahead  boldly 
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and  quickly.  I will  give  you  plenty  of  support  in  a few  days  Time 
now  is  everything  for  us.  Don’t  delay  one  instant. 

H.  AY.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


Eort  Henry  (via  Cairo),  February  11,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck  : 

Every  effort  will  be  put  forth  to  have  Clarksville  within  a few  days. 
There  are  no  negroes  in  this  part  of  the  country  to-  work  on  fortifica- 
tions. 

XJ.  S.  GRANT, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Departiment  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  11,  1862. 
Flag-Officer  Andrew  H.  Foote,  Cairo: 

You  have  gained  great  distinction  by  your  capture  of  Fort  Henry. 
Everybody  recognizes  your  services.  Make  your  name  famous  in  his- 
tory by  the  capture  of  Fort  Donelson  and  Clarksville.  The  taking  of 
these  places  is  a military  necessity.  Delays  add  strength  to  them  more 
than  to  us.  Act  quickly,  even  though  only  half  ready.  Troops  will  soon 
be  ready  to  support  you. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Cairo,  February  11,  If 62. 

Major-General  Halleck: 

I am  ready  with  three  gunboats  to  proceed  up  the  Cumberland  River, 
and  shall  leave  here  for  that  purpose  in  two  hours — 8.30  p.  m. 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 

Flag-Offieer. 


Cairo,  III.,  February  11,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

One  armored  gunboat  gone  from  Tennessee  to  Cumberland  and  three 
unarmored  to  follow.  Three  armored  leave  here  to-night  instead  of  • 
Thursday  for  same  destination.  All  the  enemy’s  boats  on  Tennessee 
destroyed,  camps  broken  up,  and  a fine  new  rebel  gunboat  captured. 
General  Paine  returned.  Has  secured  store  houses  at  Paducah. 

G.  W.  CULLUM, 

Brig.  Gen.  Yols.,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Cairo,  February  11,  1862. 

Major-General  Halleck  : 

Is  General  Grant  strong  enough  and  quite  ready  for  the  Cumberland 
and  Donelson  movement  ? Position  is  said  to  be  strong,  and  we  should 
be  strong  enough  to  be  very  certain  of  success.  The  news  from  Lieu- 
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tenant  Phelps  in  Tennessee  is  cheering.  Victory  seems  to  crown  all 
our  efforts. 

THOMAS  A.  SCOTT. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis^  February  11,  18G2. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  0.  Buell,  Louisville: 

Three  or  four  gunboats  will  be  ready  to  ascend  the  Cumberland  by 
the  last  of  the  week  and  more  can  soon  follow.  Get  no  advices  from 
those  up  the  Tennessee  to  destroy  bridges.  Have  stopiied  all  trans- 
ports at  Paducah  to  go  up  the  Cumberland.  Paducah  is  perfectly  safe. 
Can’t  you  come  with  all  your  available  forces  and  command  the  column 
up  the  Cumberland  ? I shall  go  to  the  Tennessee  this  week. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


General  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  Cairo, 

No.  9.  ) Fort  Henry ^ February  11,  1862. 

The  following  changes  and  additions  are  made  to  present  brigade  or- 
ganizations : 

The  Thirty-second  Illinois  Volunteers  will  be  added  to  the  Third 
Brigade,  First  Division  j the  Fifty-second  Indiana  will  be  transferred 
to  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division ; and  Seventh  Iowa  from  the  Third 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  to  the  Fourth  Brigade,  Second  Division. 

The  Second  Iowa  Eegiment  will  be  attached  to  this  brigade  immedi- 
ately upon  arrival. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant : 

JNO.  A.  EAWLINS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


General  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  Cairo, 

No.  11.  1 Fort  Henry,  February  11,  1862. 

The  troops  designated  in  General  Field  Orders,  No.  7,  will  move  to- 
morrow, as  rapidly  as  possible,  in  the  following  order : 

One  brigade  of  the  First  Division  will  move  by  the  Telegraph  road 
directly  upon  Fort  Donelson,  halting  for  further  orders  at  a distance  of 
2 miles  from  the  fort.  The  other  brigades  of  the  First  Division  will 
move  by  the  Dover  or  Eidge  road,  and  halt  at  the  same  distance  from 
the  fort,  and  throw  out  troops  so  as  to  form  a continuous  line  between 
the  two  wings. 

The  two  brigades  of  the  Second  Division  now  at  Fort  Henry  will  fol- 
low as  rapidly  as  practicable  by  the  Dover  road,  and  will  be  followed 
by  the  troops  from  Fort  Heiman  as  fast  as  they  can  be  ferried  across 
the  river. 

One  brigade  of  the  Second  Division  should  be  thrown  into  Dover  to 
cut  off*  all  retreat  by  the  river,  if  found  practicable  to  do  so. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  being  so  variously  reported,  it  is  impossible 
to  give  exact  details  of  attack,  but  the  necessary  orders  will  be  given 
on  the  field. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  JJ,  S.  Grant,  commanding : 

JNO.  A.  EAWLINS, 

Assistaiit  Adjutant- General, 
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Special  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  Cairo, 

FTo.  6.  / Fort  Henryk  Tenn.^  February  11,  1862. 

* * * * * * * 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  L.  Wallace,  having  been  designated  to  remain  behind 
during  the  expedition  against  Fort  Donelson,  will  assume  command  of 
all  the  forces  at  Fort  Heiman  and  Fort  Henry.  He  will  encamp  all 
troops  arriving  to  the  best  advantage  for  self-defense. 

* #***#* 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  IJ.  S.  Grant : 

JNO.  A.  EAWLINS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


February  11, 1862. 

General  Wood,  Lebanon : 

Trains  will  be  in  readiness  to  transport  yonr  division  (Twentieth  and 
Twenty-first  Brigades)  to  Bacon  Creek,  as  follows : 10  o’clock  a.  m.,  to- 
morrow (the  12th),  two  regiments,  baggage  and  train ; 3 o’clock  a.  m. 
(the  14th),  three  regiments,  &c.  j 11  o’clock  a.  m.  (the  13th),  two  regi- 
ments, &c. ; total,  seven  regiments. 

The  utmost  punctuality  and  order  must  be  observed.  The  baggage 
must  be  on  the  wagons,  ready  to  be  rolled  at  once  on  the  cars.  Under 
no  circumstances  must  the  baggage  be  thrown  on  loose,  and  the  cars 
must  be  released  as  soon  as  they  reach  their  destination. 

Encamp  your  division  at  Bacon  Creek  until  further  orders,  and  be 
always  ready  to  move  at  a moment’s  notice. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General, 


Ordnance  Office, 
Washington^  February  11,  1862. 
General  D.  C.  Buell,  Louisville^  Ky, : 

Sir  : Your  telegram  to  General  McClellan  of  the  10th  instant  has 
been  referred  to  this  office.  In  answer  I have  to  state  that  on  Lieu- 
tenant Edson’s  requisition  of  NTovember  24,  1861,  10,000  small-arms  of 
the  kind  designated  at  Army  Headquarters  (Austrian  rifle  muskets) 
were  crdered  to  be  sent  to  you.  These  were  represented  to  be  good 
arms.  On  receipt  of  information  from  Lieutenant  Edson  that  they 
were  defective  in  the  cone-seats  and  required  new  ones,  which  he  could 
have  fixed  to  them,  he  was  authorized  to  have  the  alteration  made. 
On  a recent  requisition  for  5,000  revolvers  and  5,000  carbines  the  whole 
of  the  pistols  were  ordered,  and  as  many  of  the  carbines  as  were  on 
hand  or  could  possibly  be  obtained  were  ordered  to  be  sent  to  Louis- 
ville, to  be  followed  by  the  residue  of  the  5,000  as  soon  as  possible. 
Although  we  have  out  contracts  and  orders  for  a large  number  of  car- 
bines, their  deliveries  are  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  many  calls  for  this 
kind  of  arm,  and  all  that  can  possibly  be  done  is  to  supply  them  as 
fast  as  received.  Those  purchased  in  Europe  to  meet  immediate  de- 
mands (by  Mr.  Schuyler)  have  turned  out  unserviceable. 

All  the  muskets  made  at  Springfield  Armory  are  ordered  to  be  sent 
here  as  fast  as  finished,  and  requisitions  for  other  places  can  only  be 
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filled  by  arms  not  made  by  the  Government,  of  tbe  best  kind  and 
quality  it  is  possible  to  procure  by  purchase  or  contract.  This  Depart- 
ment is  desirous  of  filling  all  requisitions  with  the  best  supplies,  and 
has  used  and  is  using  all  the  means  within  its  control  to  do  so.  Such 
supplies  are  not  always  to  be  had  on  any  terms  or  by  any  exertions 
to  ijrocure  them  as  rapidly  as  they  are  called  for. 

Eespectf Lilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  W.  EIPLEY, 

Brigadier-  General, 


HeadquapvTers  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  LouiSj  February  12,  1862. 

Thomas  A.  Scott, 

Assistant  Seeretary  of  War,  Cairo  : 

I am  re-enforcing  General  Grant  as  rapidly  as  possible.  A large 
force  is  coming  down  the  Ohio.  Where  can  I communicate  with  you  by 
letter  to-night  or  to-morrow 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


• Louisville,  Ky.,  February  12,  1862. 

Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis: 

I shall  determine  on  my  ultimate  movements  the  moment  I have  some- 
thing in  regard  to  your  position  on  the  Tennessee  Elver.  ♦ In  the  mean 
time  I am  advancing  in  some  force  on  Bowling  Green,  and  preparing 
the  rest  of  my  force  for  either  alternative.  It  seems  to  me  you  cannot 
Avell  direct  your  re-enforcements  up  the  Cumberland  Elver.  Is  it  certain 
that  they  can  form  a junction  by  that  route  % They  certainly  can  by  the 
other. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier^-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  12,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Buell,  Louisville,  Ky. : 

Gunboats  have  destroyed  everything  on  the  Tennessee  to  Florence, 
in  Alabama.  They  could  not  get  past  the  Muscle  Shoals.  Expedition 
started  up  the  Cumberland  last  night,  led  by  three  gunboats,  under 
Commodore  Foote.  It  is  reported  that  40,000  rebels  are  at  Dover  and 
Clarksville.  If  so,  they  have  all  come  from  Bowling  Green.  If  you 
conclude  to  land  the  column  on  the  Cumberland,  come  at  once,  with 
your  spare  forces. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major- General. 


Louisville,  February  12,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis: 

Your  dispatches  just  received.  Will  move  on  the  line  of  the  Cum- 
berland Eiver  or  Tennessee  Eiver,  but  it  will  take  ten  days  at  least  to 
efiect  the  transfer  of  my  troops.  They  are  moving  now  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible to  the  railroad.  Why  is  it  necessary  to  use  the  Cumberland? 
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Where  are  the  re-enforcements  to  land,  where  form  a junction,  and  by 
whom  are  they  commanded ? Have  you  any  map  of  the  ground*?  If 
so,  j)lease  send  it  to  me. 

H.  C.  BUELL, 

* Brigadier-General, 


Headquae^ters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  LoiiiSj  February  12,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  Louisville^  Ky.: 

General  Grant  has  invested  Fort  Donelson  on  the  land  side,  but  he 
cannot  transport  his  siege  artillery  from  Fort  Henry.  Half  of  the 
country  is  under  water.  Sending  the  forces  around  by  tlie  Cumber- 
land was  a military  necessity.  There  was  some  risk,  but  it  could  not 
be  avoided.  We  must  make  the  attack  before  the  enemy  has  time  to 
strengthen  their  works  and  increase  the  armament. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major- General. 


Navy  Department, 
Washington^  February  12,  1862. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  subjoin  a telegraphic  dispatch  from  Flag- 
Officer  Foote,^from  the  tenor  of  which  you  will  perceive  that  the  matter 
demands  immediate  attention. 

1 am,  with  high  resi)ect,  5 our  obedient  servant, 

G.  Y.  FOX, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Cairo,  III.,  February  11. 

I trust  that  the  GOO  sea-faring  men  will  immediately  he  sent  to  us.  I am  off  again 
to-night  Avith^  other  gunboats,  and  have  to  transfer  the  men  again,  which  causes  the 
greatest  dissa*tisfaction  among  them,  and  30  have  run  from  one  steamer  to  avoid 
transfer.  We  suffer  for  want  of  men. 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 

Flag-Offieei'. 


Cairo,  III.,  February  12,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant: 

Like  yourself,  I am  most  too  busy  to  write  a word.  I am  now  sending 
everything  up  the  Cumberland  by  General  Halleck’s  direction.  Flag- 
Officer  Foote  left  at  9 last  niglit  with  three  armored  gunboats,  and  must 
now  be  on  the  way  to  Fort  Donelson,  which,  with  their  aid,  I hope  to 
hear  you  have  taken  in  a few  days,  gnd  the  backbone  of  secession 
broken.  I am  sending  re-enforcements  up  very  fast.  Let  me  know  your 
wants.  I will  write  Lieutenant- Colonel  McPherson  in  a short  time. 

G.  W.  CULLUM. 


February,  13—7.15  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  Louisville : 

How  many  batteries  have  you  fully  equipped  and  ready  for  the  field  1 
Y^hat  number  of  cavalry,  armed,  equifiped,  and  mounted  ? How  many 
infantry  % 
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Watch  Fort  Donelson  closely.  I am  not  too  certain  as  to  the  result 
there 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLANT, 

Major-  General^  Commanding, 


Near  Fort  Donelson,  February  13,  18G2. 

General  HALLECEf: 

Send  all  troops  to  arrive  to  Fort  Henry.  They  can  be  transferred 
here,  if  required,  and  there  is  now  appearance  that  that  point  is  in 
danger.  One  gunboat  should  be  there. 

IT.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Headquarters,  etc.,  February  \lWi  or  14t/t],  18G2. 
Markland,  Special  Mail  Agent : 

Send  the  mail  steamers  as  soon  as  possible  after  receiving  this. 

All  is  well  here,  but  we  have  a powerful  force  [in  front  of  us].  John- 
Flovd,  and  Pillow  are  all  said  to  be  here. 

U.  S.  GEANT. 


son,  Buckner, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  LouiSj  February  13,  18G2. 

Brigadier-General  Gullum,  Cairo  ; 

General  W.  T.  Sherman  is  assigned  to  the  command  at  Paducah. 
One  regiment  and  battery  leave  here  to-day  and  two  more  will  follow 
immediately.  They  will  touch  at  Cairo  and  Paducah.  Stop  them,  if 
you  fear  an  attack  and  want  them. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  13,  18G2. 
Brigadier-General  Buell,  Louisville: 

The  attack  will  be  made  on  Fort  Donelson  to-day  by  the  joint  land 
and  naval  forces,  or  if  not  to-day  certainly  to-morrow.  Would  it  not 
be  possible  to  make  a cavalry  demonstration  on  Bowling  Green  ? A 
mere  feint  might  help.  I have  no  maps  other  than  the  general  ones  in 
book-stores.  Why  not  come  down  and  take  the  immediate  command 
of  the  Cumberland  column  yourself?  If  so,  I will  transfer  Sherman 
and  Grant  to  the  Tennessee  column. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


February  13,  18G2. 

Colonel  Bruce, 

Commanding  Brigade,  Bardstown : 

March  for  Louisville  with  all  the  effective  men  of  your  brigade  to- 
morrow morning.  You  must  reach  here  early  on  Sunday  without  fail. 
39  R R — YOL  YII 
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Your  brigade  must  have  100  rounds  ammunition.  If  you  have  not 
got  it,  make  requisition  and  send  an  officer  ahead  to  see  to  it. 

Inform  Colonel  Lytle  of  this.  Eeport. 

JAAIES  B.  FEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Ohio, 

Louisville^  February  13,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  William:  Nelson, 

Commanding  Division : 

General  : The  force  under  your  command  will  consist  of  the  two 
brigades  of  your  division  now  with  you,  three  field  batteries,  embark- 
ing here,  and  a brigade  from  Green  Eiver,  under  General  Crittenden. 
The  transports  for  the  latter  will  start  down  this  evening,  and  take  the 
brigade  on  board  to-morrow.  I will  instruct  him  to  proceed  at  once 
to  Smithland,  if  he  is  ready  before  you  pass,  and  there  await  your 
arrival,  unless  he  should  receive  instructions  to  push  forward.  The 
same  instructions  will  be  given  to  the  batteries  that  embark  here. 
Ammunition  and  supplies  for  ten  days  are  being  put  on  board  here.  A 
regular  quartermaster  will  accompany  them  and  report  to  you.  Keep 
your  transports  in  coinjiany,  move  with  the  least  possible  delay, 
and  inquire  at  Smithland  for  instructions  for  your  further  movements, 
in  regard  to  which  I have  telegraphed  General  Halleck.  If  you  meet 
no  instructions  there,  proceed  up  the  Cumberland  to  the  point  of 
debarkation  of  the  other  troops,  near  Fort  Donelson,  and  report  to 
the  officer  in  command. 

It  is  unneoessary  to  suggest  to  you  to  keep  boats  of  the  same  regi- 
7nent  and  brigade  together,  so  that  your  debarkation  may  be  conducted 
without  confusion. 

Another  brigade  of  General  Crittenden’s  division  is  already  there. 
If  circumstances  will  permit,  ask  to  have  it  reunited  under  your  com- 
mand. If  you  pass  Smithland  before  General  Crittenden,  leave  instruc- 
tions there  for  him. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding  Department. 


Bell’s  Tavern,  Ky.,  February  13,  1862 — 3.20  p.  m. 
General  Buell  : 

The  Third  Division,  in  compliance  with  your  orders,  commenced  its 
7-narch  this  7nor7iing,  and  at  7 a.  m.  the  advance  guard,  consisting  of 
(^olo7iel  Turchm’s  brigade,  Kennett’s  cavah’y,  and  Loomis’  batteiy,  liad 
])assed  the  bridge  at  Eowlett’s  Station.  The  cavalry  are  already  in 
advance  of  this  place,  and  the  head  of  the  column  of  infantry  and 
artillery  is  just  in  sight.  We  camp  in  this  vicinity  to-night,  and 
resume  the  7narch  in  the  early  morning. 

The  enemy  bur7ied  the  station  and  platfor7n  last  night,  and  all  agree 
that  Hindma7i  and  all  other  tinops  have  passed  Bari^en  Eiver,  and  7nany 
assert  that  Bowli7ig  Green  has  bee7i  evacuated.  The  tunnel  has  not 
been  injured j the  mouths  north  and  south  are  blocked  with  heavy 
stones  and  the  rails  are  torn  up.  The  repairs  can  be  easily  made  with  a 
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proper  force  in  a single  week,  and  I think  and  hope  it  will  he  commenced 
immediately.  We  can  neither  repair  the  railroad  nor  the  telegraph  line 
until  we  shall  make  a halt  of  some  days.  The  Engineers  and  Mechan- 
ics have  been  of  the  greatest  service  in  clearing  fallen  timbers  from 
the  road.  It  is  now  in  good  condition,  and  we  have  met  with  almost 
no  delay.  I send  back  in  the  morning  supply  trains  to  Green  Kiver. 
Our  troops  commence  their  march  with  songs  and  shouts,  and  while  I 
am  writing  I hear  the  band  of  the  advance  column. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  M.  MITCHEL, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


February  13,  1862 — 11  p.  m. 

General  O.  M.  Mitchel, 

On  the  march : 

I have  just  received  your  dispatch,  and  am  gratified,  but  not  sur- 
prised, at  the  spirit  with  which  your  troops  advance.  Be  watchful, 
and  be  sure  of  what  is  ahead  and  on  your  flanks.  Make  good  use  of 
your  cavalry.  The  railroad  company  will  commence  repairs  to-morrow. 
It  may  not  be  advisable  to  continue  them  farther  than  to  the  tunnel, 
until  it  is  certain  that  they  might  not  be  as  useful  against  you  as  for 
you  in  some  turn  of  events,  which  you  would  have  to  guard  against. 

The  work  on  the  telegraph  will  also  be  commenced  to-morrow.  The 
workmen  will  require  protection.  Wood  will  have  his  division  at  Mun- 
fordville  to-morrow.  My  instructions  mentioned  Dripping  Springs  as 
the  point  to  which  you  might  advance  for  the  purpose  of  discovering 
the  movements  of  the  enemy,  but  that  is  by  no  means  obligatory  on 
you,  if  you  see  cause  to  stop  short  of  that.  It  is  not  intended  nor  is  it 
advisable  that  you  should  be  greatly  exposed  in  the  present  stage  of 
the  plan  of  operations  which  I have  in  view. 

D.  0.  BEELL, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 


Louisville,  Ky.,  February  14,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan, 

Washington j B.  C. : 

Twenty- two  light  batteries  in  the  field;  five  light  batteries  in  prepa- 
ration for  the  field ; two  seige  batteries,  eight  pieces,  in  preparation  for 
the  field.  Two  companies  of  regular  cavalry,  aggregate  88,  arrived 
from  Leavenworth  yesterday,  armed,  equipped,  and  mounted.  Nio 
other  cavalry  in  the  department  completely  armed,  equipped,  and 
mounted.  Carbines  received  yesterday  for  one  regiment ; nine  other 
regiments  are  mounted  and  partially  armed;  three  of  them  under  toler- 
able discipline,  the  other  six  raw  and  uninstructed.  Pistols  and  car- 
bines are  wanted  for  nearly  all.  Forty -three  thousand  three  hundred 
infantry  fit  for  the  field  and  for  duty.  Seventy-one  thousand  infantry 
for  duty  armed,  but  raw  and  uninstructed,  though  actually  in  the  field. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Major-General, 
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Saint  Louis,  February  14,  1862 — 5 p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  Georoe  B.  McClellan: 

We  have  at  Cairo  and  moving  south  twelve  batteries  and  about 
sixty  guns.  Some  are  without  horses,  and  can  be  used  only  in  field 
works  at  present.  Send  me  all  you  can.  Can’t  you  spare  some  troops 
from  the  Potomac  ? I am  not  strong  enough  if  the  enemy  concentrates 
on  me. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army^,  February  14,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ohio,  Louisville,  Ky. : 

Please  inform  me  as  soon  as  possible  what  re-enforcements  have  been 
sent  from  your  command  in  Kentucky  to  the  expeditions  up  the  Cum- 
berland and  Tennessee ; also  what  have  been  sent  by  you  from  other 
States.  Ten  thousand  muskets  have  been  ordered  to  Columbus,  Ohio. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan. 


* 


Louisville,  February  14,  1862 — 6 p.  m. 

(Eeceived  4 a.  m.  February  15.) 

Major-General  McClellan: 

I have  sent  one  brigade  from  Kentucky  and  eight  regiments  from 
Ohio  and  Indiana.  I have  made  preparation  and  start  myself  on  Mon- 
day with  two  divisions,  but  intelligence  from  them  or  from  my  advance 
towards  Bowling  Green  in  the  mean  time  may  affect  that  matter. 

General  Grant  cannot  any  longer  be  in  danger.  From  what  I have 
lie^^rd  within  three  days,  he  must  have  some  30,000  men.  The  only 
apprehension  I have  now  is  for  his  gunboats.  My  advance  will  be 
vdthin  15  miles  or  less  of  Bowling  Green  to-night,  which  was  as  far  as 
I meant  it  should  go,  except  for  reconnaissance,  until  matters  were 
closed  up  a little  in  the  rear ; but  General  Mitchel  has  information 
which  may  carry  him  farther  and  affect  my  movements. 

General  Halleck  telegraphs  me  that  General  Grant  would  attack 
yesterday  or  to-day.  There  is  not  more  than  10  feet  in  the  Cumberland 
Piver  now.  It  will  take  two  months  or  more  to  prepare  the  gunboat; 
by  that  time  I hope  the  navigation  of  these  rivers  or  the  Ohio  Eiver 
will  no  longer  require  that  sort  of  jirotection;  but  it  is  best  to  be  pre- 
pared. I believe  such  boats  will  be  more  efficient  every  wav. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Bri  gadier-  General. 


Fort  Henry,  February  14  [12],  1862. 

Major-General  Halleck  : 

We  start  this  morning  for  Fort  Donelson  in  heavy  force.  Four  regi- 
ments from  Buell’s  command  and  two  from  Saint  Louis  arrived  last 
night  and  were  sent  around  by  water.  I hope  to  send  you  a dispatch 
from  Fort  Donelson  to-morrow. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Near  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  14,  18C2. 
General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Comdg.  Department  of  the  Missouri^  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

General:  Five  gunboats  and  twelve  transports  arrived  this  morn- 
ing and  will  materially  strengthen  us.  The  enemy  have  been  receiving 
heavy  re-enforcements  every  night  since  the  investment  commenced. 
They  are  now  all  driven  inside  their  outer  works,  which,  however, 
cover  an  extensive  area.  It  was  impossible,  in  consequence  of  the  high 
water  and  deep  sloughs,  to  throw  a force  in  above  Dover  to  cut  off  their 
re-enforcements.  Any  force  sent  for  such  a purpose  would  be  entirely 
away  from  support  from  the  main  body. 

Last  night  was  very  severe  upon  the  troops.  At  dusk  it  commenced 
raining,  and  in  a short  time  turned  cold  and  changed  to  snow  and  sleet. 
This  morning  the  thermometer  indicated  20°  below  freezing. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Near  Fort  Donelson,  February  14,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck: 

Floyd  arrived  at  Donelson  to-day  with  4,000  men.  Generals  John- 
son, Buckner,  Floyd,  and  Pillow  are  said  to  be  there.  I have  but  one 
gunboat  to-day.  We  have  had  considerable  skirmishing,  losing  some 
10  or  12  killed  and  about  120  wounded.  Eebel  loss  probably  much 
heavier.  I am  hourly  looking  for  more  gunboats  and  re-enforcements. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Near  Donelson,  February  14,  1862. 

Major-General  Halleck: 

Our  troops  now  invest  the  works  at  Fort  Donelson.  The  enemy 
have  been  driven  into  their  works  at  every  point.  A heavy  abatis  all 
around  prevents  carrying  the  works  by  storm  at  present.  I feel  every 
confidence  of  success  and  the  best  feeling  prevails  among  the  men. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

In  Field,  near  Fort  Donelson,  February  14,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Cullum,  Cairo,  111. : 

I hope  you  will  direct  Captain  Turnley  to  forward  the  transportation 
belonging  to  the  troops  here  as  rapidly  as  possible.  It  is  now  almost 
impossible  to  get  supplies  from  the  landing  to  where  our  troops  are. 
W'e  will  soon  want  ammunition  for  our  10  and  20  iiounder  Parrott 
guns,  and  already  require  it  for  the  24-pounder  howitzers.  I hav(^. 
directed  my  ordnance  officer  to  keep  a constant  watch  upon  the  sn^iply 
of  ammunition,  and  to  take  steps  in  time  to  avoid  a deficiency. 

Appearances  indicate  now  that  we  will  have  a protracted  siege  here. 
The  ground  is  very  broken,  and  the  fallen  timber  extending  far  out 
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from  tlie  breastworks,  I fear  tbe  result  of  an  attemi)t  to  carry  the 
place  by  storm  with  raw  troops.  I feel  great  confidence,  however,  of 
ultimately  reducing  the  place. 

As  yet  I have  had  no  batteries  thrown  up,  hoping  with  the  aid  of 
the  gunboats  to  obviate  the  necessity.  The  present  high  water  has 
prevented  my  extending  the  right  to  the  river. 

Colonel  Webster  is  now  making  a reconnaissance  with  a view  of 
sending  a force  above  the  town  of  Dover  to  occupy  the  river  bank. 
Please  inform  General  Halleck  of  the  substance  of  this. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  LouiSj  Fehruary  14,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Cullum,  Cairo: 

Sherman  is  assigned  to  command  of  District  of  Cairo  and  Grant  to 
command  of  District  of  West  Tennessee.*-  Arm  the  Forty-eighth  In- 
diana and  let  them  take  the  field,  reprimanding  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Henry,  of  the  mortar  boats.  Stop  all  improper  telegrams.  Get  rid  of 
lame  clucks  the  best  way  you  can.  A fine  battery  leaves  liere  this 
afternoon.  Six  hundred  sailors  are  on  their  way  from  NTew  York  by 
railroad.  Keep  Lieutenant  Lyford. 

H.  AY.  HALLECK, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington^  Fehruary  14,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Commanding  Department  of  Missouri : 

General:  I have  just  received  your  gratifying  dispatch  that  our 
forces  occupy  Springfield,  and  am  in  hourly  expectation  of  liaving  sim- 
ilar news  in  regard  to  Fort  Donelson.  Your  proposition  in  regard  to 
the  formation  of  a Western  Division  has  one  fatal  obstacle,  viz,  that 
the  proposed  commander  of  the  new  Department  of  Missouri  ranks  you. 
I would  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  in  detail  as  to  the  troops  from  your 
department  now  in  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  Eivers. 

Do  you  learn  anything  as  to  Beauregard^s  whereabouts  and  what 
troops  (if  any)  he  took  with  him 

What  disposition  do  you  intend  to  make  of  Hitchcock  ? If  you  do 
not  go  in  person  to  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland,  I shall  probably 
write  Buell  to  take  the  line  of  the  Tennessee,  so  far  as  Kashville  is 
concerned.  If  his  advance  on  Bowling  Green  must  be  done,  it  may  well 
l^e  necessary  to  throw  a large  portion  of  the  troops  up  the  Tennessee, 
in  which  case  he  is  entitled  to  their  command. 

Burnside  has  been  very  successful.  All  seems  to  go  well. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAK, 
Major-General^  Commanding  U.  S.  Army. 


By  General  Orders,  No.  37,  of  same  date.  See  Series  I,  Vol.  VIII,  p.  555. 
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February  14,  1802. 


General  McCook,  on  the  march: 

Halt  ^vRere  you  are.  MitchePs  report  from  the  front  indicates  that 
we  may  he  saved  our  trouble.  He  says  Hindman  has  destroyed  the 
railroad  bridge  and  told  some  one  the  turnpike  bridge  was  to  be  de- 
stroyed last  night.  Be  ready  to  move  in  either  direction,  and  ascertain 
where  your  transports  are. 

D.  0.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Forward  to  General  McCook  by  special  messenger  in  all  haste. 


Opposite  Bowling  Green,  February  14,  1862 — 12  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell  : 

Learning  by  our  scouts  this  morning  that  there  was  a chance  to  save 
the  turnx)ike  bridge,  we  have  moved  forward  the  advance  guards  at 
forced  marches.  We  are  a little  late  to  save  the  bridge;  it  was  burned 
this  morning  about  daylight.  We  are  now  shelling  the  enemy  at  the 
depot,  where  the  locomotives,  with  steam  on,  are  distinctly  visible  with 
our  glasses.  We  hope  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  removing  their  sup- 
plies, which  are  said  to  be  very  abundant.  Our  engineers  and  mechan- 
ics will  soon  enable  us  to  cross  the  river,  which  we  will  do  promptly  so 
soon  as  the  enemy  are  driven  out.  We  will  then  commence  work  od 
the  railroad  and  telegrajih  line. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  M.  MITCHEL, 

Brigadier-  Ge7ieral. 


Lebanon,  February  14,  1862. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Fry, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Want  of  trains  is  delaying  the  movement  in  a most  unlooked-for,  un- 
controllable manner.  Eegiments  have  been  waiting  at  the  depot  for 
nearly  twenty-four  hours.  Must  delay  occur  by  such  detention  for  the 
want  of  arrangements  in  the  meeting  of  ir2b\Yis,  en  route?  One  train 
with  troojis  of  my  division  was  detained  two  hours  at  the  Junction. 
Four  regiments  have  gone  and  the  fifth  is  embarking  and  will  get  oft', 
I trust,  in  a short  time.  Bailway  agent  says  it  will  be  impossible  to 
have  transportation  ready  for  remaining  two  regiments  before  to-morrow 
morning.  Movement  wiU  be  conducted  as  rapidly  as  transportation  is 
ready. 

TH.  J.  WOOD, 
Brigadier-  General^  Cominanding, 


Louisville,  Ky.,  February  14  [?],  1862. 
General  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant-  General^  W ashington : 

The  following  is  the  force  in  the  whole  of  the  late  Department  of  the 
Ohio,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained  at  present : 
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Mnety-two  regiments  infantry,  60,882  for  dutyj  79,334  aggregate, 
present  and  absent. 

Eleven  regiments,  one  battalion,  and  seven  detached  companies  cav- 
alry, 9,222  for  duty;  11,496  aggregate,  present  and  absent. 

Twenty-eight  field  and  two  siege  batteries,  3,368  for  duty  j 3,953  ag- 
gregate, present  and  absent. 

The  above  figures  include  battalions  of  the  Fifteenth,  Sixteenth, 
Eighteenth,  and  Mneteenth  Eegular  Infantry,  and  two  companies  of 
Eegular  Cavalry.  Will  report  more  particularlj^  by  letter. 

The  data  are  found  in  great  detail  in  last  departmental  return,  except 
that  eight  regiments  were  detached  for  operations  against  Fort  Donel- 
son,  and  have  not  been  returned. 

D.  0.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 


Louisville,  February  15,  1862 — 12.15  a.  m.  [?]. 
Major-General  McClellan  : 

Mitchefs  division,  by  a forced  march,  reached  the  river  at  Bowling 
Green  to-day,  and  is  making  a bridge  to  cross.  The  enemy  burned  the 
bridge  at  1 o’clock  in  the  morning  and  were  evacuating  the  place  when 
he  arrived. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 


Saint  Louis,  February  15,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

Everything  looks  well.  Grant  says  we  can  keep  them  in  till  mortar 
boats  arrive.  Commodore  Foote  will  immediately  return  from  Cairo 
with  two  more  gunboats.  Troops  are  moving  very  rapidly  to  Fort  Don- 
elson. 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 


Saint  Louis,  February  15,  1862 — 11  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  Geoeoe  B.  McClellan: 

I have  no  definite  plan  beyond  the  taking  of  Fort  Donelson  and 
Clarksville.  Subsequent  movements  must  depend  upon  those  of  the 
enemy.  He  is  undoubtedly  evacuating  Bowling  Green,  but  whether 
to  fall  back  on  Nashville  or  to  concentrate  on  me  is  uncertain.  I have 
only  about  30,000  men  in  the  field,  but  am  pushing  forward  re-enforce- 
ments as  rapidly  as  possible.  The  siege  and  bombardment  of  Fort 
Donelson  are  progressing  satisfactorily. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major- General, 


Saint  Louis,  February  15,  1862 — ^3  p.  m. 
Major-General  McClellan  : 

Garrison  of  Fort  Donelson  is  30,000.  Enemy  has  completely  evacu- 
ated Bowling  Green,  and  is  concentrating  on  the  Cumberland.  I must 
have  more  troops.  It  is  a military  necessity. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 
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Washington,  February  15,  1862 — 8 p.  m. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis : 

Have  telegraphed  to  Buell  to  help  you  by  advancing  beyond  Bowl- 
ing Green  on  Nashville : or,  if  that  be  too  slow,  via  Cumberland. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General, 


Saint  Louis,  February  15,  1862 — 8 p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

General  Buell  telegraphs  that  he  purposes  to  move  from  Bowling 
Green  on  Nashville.  This  is  bad  strategy.  Moreover,  the  roads  are 
very  muddy  and  all  the  bridges  destroyed.  His  forces  should  come 
and  help  me  to  take  Fort  Donelson  and  Clarksville  and  move  on 
Florence,  Ala.,  cutting  the  railroad  at  Decatur.  Nashville  would  then 
be  abandoned,  precisely  as  Bowling  Green  has  been,  without  a blow. 
With  troops  in  mass  on  the  right  points  the  enemy  must  retire,  and 
Tennessee  will  be  freed,  as  Kentucky  has  been ; but  I have  not  forces 
enough  to  make  this  new  strategic  move  and  at  the  same  time  observe 
Columbus.  Give  me  the  forces  required,  and  I will  insure  complete 
success.  Price  is  still  in  retreat,  with  General  Curtis  in  pursuit. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


February  15 — 10  p.  m. 

Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis  : 

Buell  will  move  in  force  on  Nashville  as  rapidly  as  circumstances 
will  permit.  If  Grant’s  position  renders  it  absolutely  necessary  Buell 
will  re-enforce  him  with  three  brigades  and  three  batteries  to-morrow, 
but  I think  them  better  employed  in  the  direct  advance  upon  Nashville. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 
Major-General^  Commanding,. 


Washington,  February  15 — 11  p.  m. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis  : 

Yours  of  8 p.  m.  received.  Your  idea  is  in  some  respects  good.  But 
if  Buell  can  rapidly  advance  on  Nashville  he  will  take  it  and  cut  olf 
the  enemy  who  are  near  Fort  Donelson,  if  they  do  not  retreat  immedi- 
ately. His  advance  in  force  beyond  Bowling  Green  will  at  once  re- 
lieve Grant.  His  orders  are  to  re-enforce  Grant  if  he  cannot  reach 
Nashville  in  time.  The  immediate  possession  of  Nashville  is  very  im- 
portant. It  can  best  be  gained  by  the  movement  I have  directed. 
The  possession  of  Decatur  will  not  necessarily  cause  the  rebels  to 
evacuate  Nashville  j you  must  also  threaten  to  occupy  Stevenson  to 
accomplish  that.  I do  not  see  that  Buell’s  movement  is  bad  strategy, 
for  it  will  relieve  the  pressure  upon  Grant  and  lead  to  results  of  the 
first  importance.  If  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  is  so  extensive  as 
to  make  the  operation  impracticable  or  very  difficult  and  slow,  I liave 
provided  for  the  alternative  in  my  instructions  to  Buell.  Enable  Grant 
to  hold  his  own,  and  I will  see  that  Buell  relieves  him.  The  Decatur 
movement  and  one  on  Memiihis  are  the  next  steiis  in  my  i)rogTamme. 
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I am  arranging  to  talk  with  Buell  and  yourself  over  the  wires  to-mor- 
row morning,  and  would  be  glad  to  have  you  at  the  telegraph  office 
when  all  is  ready.  Buell  will  also  be  in  Louisville  office,  and  we  can 
come  to  a full  understanding. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLANT, 

Major-General,  Commanding, 


Gamp  near  Fort  Donelson,  February  15,  1862. 
Andrew  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Offieer  Gunboat  Flotilla : 

If  all  the  gunboats  that  can  will  immediately  make  their  appearance 
to  the  enemy  it  may  secure  us  a victory.  Otherwise  all  may  be  de- 
feated. A terrible  conflict  ensued  in  my  absence,  which  has  demoral- 
ized a portion  of  my  command,  and  I think  the  enemy  is  much  more  so, 
If  the  gunboats  do  not  show  themselves,  it  will  reassure  tlie  enemy 
and  still  further  demoralize  our  troops.  I must  order  a charge  to  save 
appearances.  I do  not  expect  the  gunboats  to  go  into  action,  but  to 
make  appearance  and  throw  a few  shells  at  long  range. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 


Paducah,  February  15,  1862. 

General  Halleck: 

Arrived  at  Paducah.  All  quiet.  Nothing  on  the  road  from  Bland- 
ville  or  Mayfield.  Nothing  new  from  the  Cumberland  or  Tennessee. 
I don’t  think  the  mortar  boats  can  be  brought  upstream ) the  current 
is  too  strong.  Left  Lyford  last  night  hard  at  work,  but  making  no 
progress.  I think  General  Tilghman  and  prisoners  had  better  be  sent 
to  Cairo  and  there  offered  terms.  If  ofiicers  elect  to  go  on  parol  to 
Cincinnati,  they  could  go  by  rail. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  15,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Sherman,  Padueah,  Ky. : 

Send  up  regiment  from  Smithland,  leaving  a guard  for  stores,  &c. 
Use  your  discretion  about  one  from  Paducah.  One  regiment  and  two 
batteries  leave  here  to-morrow.  If  troops  can  reach  Grant  sooner,  turn 
them  all  up  the  Tennessee.  Consult  him  on  this  immediately.  I am 
hurrying  oft  re-enforcements  with  all  possible  dispatch.  Telegrams 
about  movements  should  be  in  cipher. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Cairo, 

Cam])  near  Fort  Donelson,  February  15,  1862. 
General  Lew.  Wallace, 

Commanding  Fort  Henry,  Tenn. : 

Send  a company  of  cavalry  on  one  of  the  transports  up  the  Tennes- 
see Eiver  to  destroy  railroad  bridges,  the  position  of  which  will  be  in- 
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dicated  by  Captain  Gwin,  commander  of  gunboat  Tyler.  Charge  the 
officer  of  the  comimny  sent  that  the  district  of  country  into  which  they 
are  going  is  strongly  Union,  and  they  should  be  on  their  good  behavior, 
and  disprove  the  lying  reports  made  against  our  forces  by  the  seces- 
sionists. 

I hope  to  hear  a good  report  from  this  exx)edition,  not  only  of  the 
favorable  impression  made,  but  work  done. 

U.  S.  GKANT, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 


Cairo,  III.,  February  15,  18G2. 
Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  Cairo,  111. : 

General  Halleck  telegraxdis  me  that  you  are  assigned  to  the  new 
Militaiy  District  of  ^Yest  Tennessee,  and  General  W.  T.  Sherman  to 
relieve  you  of  the  charge  of  this.  Another  quartermaster  will  be  sent 
to  you  in  a few  days  to  relieve  Captain  Baxter. 

Capt.  W.  W.  Leland,  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  was  or- 
dered by  me  on  the  13th  instant  to  reiiort  to  you  for  duty  in  the  field 
without  a moment’s  delay.  Go  on  as  you  have  commenced  in  your 
glorious  work.  I expect  to  learn  to-morrow  that  Fort  Donelson  is  ours 
and  the  center  of  the  enemy’s  line  is  broken  and  their  right  and  left 
isolated  and  in  retreat,  leaving  no  hostile  foot  on  the  soil  of  Kentucky. 
You  are  in  the  great  strategic  line.  The  telegraphic  line  is  completed 
and  in  working  order  to  Smithland,  and  is  being  rapidly  pushed  on  to 
your  headquarters. 

Tell  Lieutenant-Colonel  McPherson  that  his  engineers  should  strength- 
en the  land  defenses  at  Fort  Henry  and  remove  his  heavy  guns  there. 
I have  sent  two  32-pounders  from  Fort  Holt. 

G.  W.  CULLUM, 

Brigadier- General,  and  Chief  of  Staff , 


Cairo,  III.,  February  15,  1862. 

Bri^.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  District  of  West  Tennessee : 

Glad  to  have  your  encouraging  letter  of  yesterday,  which  I will  for- 
ward to  General  Halleck.  Don’t  be  rash*  for,  having  the  place  com- 
pletely invested,  you  can  afford  to  have  a little  patience.  I have  or- 
dered all  the  transportation  I can  lay  my  hands  upon.  The  ammunition 
you  want  is  not  here  nor  scarce  any  ordnance  stores  of  any  kind.  I 
have  sent  an  urgent  telegram  to  General  Halleck.  You  must  not  keep 
the  steamers  I send  up  to  you,  or  I’ll  be  deprived  of  all  means  of  sui)- 
jilying  you  with  troops,  ammunition,  forage,  food,  &c.  Every  boat  I 
have  taken  and  am  crowding  everything,  but  there  are  no  steamers 
now  disposable. 

• G.  W.  CULLUM, 

Brigadier- General,  Chief  Staff, 


Louisville,  February  15, 1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

I advised  you  that  I was  i)reparing  to  go  to  the  Cumberland  or  Ten- 
nessee as  a main  line  of  operations,  and  I should  have  embarked  to- 
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morrow  with  two  divisions.  The  evacuation  of  Bowling  Green  leaving 
theVay  open  to  Nashville  makes  it  proper  to  resume  my  original  plan. 
I shall  advance  on  Nashville  with  all  the  speed  lean.  Three  brigades, 
however,  and  three  batteries,  under  General  Nelson,  will  embark  for 
the  Cumberland  to-morrow.  I shall  recall  him  if  I find  Grant  is  not  in 
danger.  General  Thomas  i)asses  through  Lebanon  for  the  advance  to- 
day, and  Wood’s,  a raw  division,  reaches  Green  Kiver  to-day.  Both  of 
these  are  moving  from  the  Somerset  line.  McCook  will  be  at  Bowling 
Green  day  after  to-morrow,  unless  inability  to  supply  him  until  the 
railroad  is  repaired  compels  him  to  stop.  Carter  is  at  tiondon  yet,  get- 
ting ready  to  advance.  Garfield,  by  my  direction,  is  resuming  his  pur- 
suit of  Marshall  to  Whitesburg.  Will  write  to-night. 

]).  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- G eneraL 


Washington,  February  15, 1862 — 8 p.  m. 
Brigadier-General,  Buell,  Louisville : 

Halleck  telegraphs  30,000  rebels  in  Fort  Donelson,  and  that  they  are 
concentrating  on  the  Cumberland;  does  not  say  where.  He  asks  for 
more  troops.  Can  you  push  on  Nashville  or  Clarksville  by  way  of 
Bowling  Green  in  time  to  help  him  ? If  not,  how  soon  can  you  re-en- 
force Grant  ? The  advance  on  Nashville  appears  most  decisive.  An- 
swer. Communicate  with  Halleck. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General^  Commanding, 


February  15 — 10  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  Louisville : 

Yours  of  to-day  received.  The  movement  on  Nashville  is  exactly 
right.  If  Grant’s  safety  renders  it  absolutely  necessary,  of  course  re- 
enforce him  as  you  x>roiiose.  But  the  great  object  is  the  occupation  of 
Nashville.  If  that  is  gained,  or  even  when  your  advance  from  Bowl- 
ing Green  is  well  marked,  they  will  abandon  Donelson,  if  the  way  is 
open  for  it.  Do  you  need  more  rolling  stock  on  the  railroad  and  how 
much  ? ■ 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 


Louisville,  February  15, 1862 — 12  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan  : 

It  will  take  a week  to  repair  the  road  to  Bowling  Green.  No  for- 
midable advance  can  be  made  until  that  is  done;  but  I expect  my 
demonstration  at  an  advance  to  weaken  their  hold  on  Clarksville  and 
Donelson  unless  they  can  drive  Halleck  out  absolutely,  and  if  they 
can  do  it  at  all  they  can  do  it  without  any  great  delay.  I cannot  get 
as  definite  information  from  him  as  I would  like.  He  must  have  at 
least  30,000  men.  The  division  I am  sending,  which  will  be  there 
Wednesday,  will  add  10,000.  it  possible  that  will  not  be  sufficient? 
If  not,  what  will  be  ? We  need  rolling  stock  greatly.  I will  ascertain 
how  much.  I will  try  to  use  Green  Eiv^er  for  getting  present  suxiplies. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Louisville,  February  15,  18G2. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis  : 

Our  advance  reached  the  river  in  front  of  Bowling  Green  yesterday. 
The  enemy  burned  the  turnpike  bridge  at  1 o’clock  yesterday  morning 
and  evacuated  the  place.  Our  troops  are  building  a bridge  to  cross.  I 
had  made  arrangements  to  operate  up  the  Cumberland,  and  would 
have  had  two  divisions  at  the  river  to  embark  to-morrow  and  Monday, 
but  this  evacuation  of  Bowling  Green  makes  it  proper  to  resume  my 
original  line  on  Nashville.  The  only  question  now  is  as  to  General 
Grant’s  safety.  If  he  can  hold  his  position  a few  days  the  main  force 
of  the  enemy  must  fall  back  from  there  to  protect  Nashville.  Can  he 
do  that?  What  sort  of  a position  has  he  and  what  force?  What  offi- 
cers are  with  him?  Are  there  gunboats  on  both  rivers  to  protect  him  ? 
Please  answer  immediately.  It  will  be  several  days  before  I can  ad- 
vance in  force  beyond  Bowling  Green,  but  I shall  order  a brigade  for- 
ward as  soon  as  we  can  cross. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Saint  Louis,  February  15, 1862. 
Brigadier-General  Buell,  Louisville^  Ky. : 

The  forces  from  Bowling  Green  are  concentrating  at  Clarksville. 
The  garrison  of  Fort  Donelson  is  estimated  at  30,000.  Unless  I can 
have  more  assistance  the  attack  may  fail.  The  place  is  completely  in- 
vested and  four  sorties  have  been  repulsed.  If  possible  send  me  more 
aid.  No  more  troops  can  be  sent  from  Cairo  without  danger  from  Co- 
lumbus. The  gunboats  are  all  at  Fort  Donelson,  but  we  find  great 
difficulty  in  getting  up  the  mortar  boats  against  the  current. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major- General, 


Louisville,  February  15,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis  : 

One  division  (twelve  regiments  and  three  batteries),  under  General 
Nelson,  embark  for  the  Cumberland  to-morrow.  I should  have  em- 
barked myself  at  the  same  time  with  two  divisions,  to  make  the  Cum- 
berland a line  of  operations,  but  the  evacuation  of  Bowling  Green  by 
the  enemy  and  our  own  occupation  of  it  yesterday  make  it  proper  to 
direct  my  whole  force  through  that  point. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  February  15,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  Louisville : 

Your  telegram  about  division  relieves  me  greatly.  To  move  from 
Bowling  Green  on  Nashville  is  not  good  strategy.  Come  and  help  me 
take  and  hold  Fort  Donelson  and  Clarksville  and  move  to  Florence, 
cutting  the  railroad  at  Decatur,  and  Nashville  must  be  abandoned  pre- 
cisely as  Bowling  Green  has  been.  All  we  want  is  troops  in  mass. 
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Come  on  the  right  points,  and  the  enemy  is  defeated  with  scarcely  a 
blow ; blit  I have  not  forces  enough  to  make  this  new  strategic  move 
and  at  the  same  time  observe  Columbus.  Come  and  help  me,  and  all 
will  be  right.  We  can  clear  Tennessee  as  we  have  cleared  Kentucky. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


February  15,  1862 — 5.30  p.  m. 

General  Halle CK,  Saint  Louis  : 

Dispatch  received.  Steamers  leave  here  this  evening  to  take  a 
brigade  on  board  at  Green  Fiver,  under  command  of  General  Critten- 
den. To-morrow  two  brigades  and  three  field  batteries  will  embark  25 
miles  below  here,  the  whole  under  the  command  of  General  Kelson. 
Have  them  instructed  at  Smithland  which  river  to  ascend  and  where  to 
land. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

February  15,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ohio  : 

General  : The  General-in-Chief  directs  me  to  inform  yon  that  with- 
in the  past  three  weeks  5,517  revolvers  have  been  sent  to  you,  together 
with  about  2,000  carbines.  Yesterday  10,000  Austrian  rifles  were  sent 
to  the  Governor  of  Ohio.  To-day  4,000  single-barreled  pistols,  5,000 
sabers,  16,000  Prussian  muskets,  and  5,000  Springfield  muskets  (as  fast 
as  they  are  manufactured)  have  been  ordered  to  be  sent  to  you.  More 
goods  arms  of  all  kinds  will  be  sent  as  fast  as  they  are  manufactured. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  j^our  obedient  servant, 

A.  V.  COLBUKK, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Lotiisville,  February  15,  1862. 

Brig.  G^n.  T.  L.  Crittenden, 

Commanding  Division : 

General  : My  telegraphic  instructions  will  have  advised  you  that 
you  are  to  embark  the  eft'ective  foace  of  the  brigade  (four  regiments  of 
infantry)  now  with  you  for  service  near  Fort  Donelson,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Kelson.  Do  so  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  then  pro- 
ceed to  Smithland  and  await  the  arrival  of  General  Kelson,  if  he  should 
not  have  preceded  you,  unless  you  receive  other  orders  from  General 
Halleck  or  the  ofiicer  in  command  near  Fort  Donelson. 

General  Kelson  will  ask  to  have  the  two  brigades  of  your  division 
reunited,  if  the  circumstances  will  permit,  on  your  arrival. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Department. 
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February  15,  1862 — 3 p.  m. 

General  McCook,  Munfordville: 

Try  to  be  at  Bowling  Green  day  after  to-morrow',  leaving  whatever 
assistance  may  be  required  for  the  railroad  and  telegraph  i^eople.  Take 
the  whole  of  your  supply  train  and  keep  it  going.  If  you  cannot  keei) 
up  your  supplies  you  may  stop  at  the  Dripping  Springs;  leave  your 
batteries  at  the  break  in  the  road,  where  they  can  be  easier  foraged 
until  it  is  repaired.  The  three  batteries  of  Nelson’s  division  leave 
with  Wood’s  division  at  Munfordville. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General, 


February  15,  1862. 

General  Nelson,  Blizabethtown  : 

Move  rapidly  to  the  mouth  of  Salt  Eiver,  so  as  to  embark  for  the 
Cumberland  to-morrow.  Take  no  w agons  except  your  baggage  train. 
Send  all  others  to  Munfordville.  Your  ammunition  train  will  be  made 
up  and  put  on  board  here,  as  well  as  three  batteries.  If  any  batteries 
or  other  troops  are  on  the  road  order  them  back  to  Munfordville,  and 
report  by  telegraph  what  they  are,  and  as  well  as  in  regard  to  your 
movements. 

^ D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General^  Comma7iding. 


February  15,  1862. 

General  Thomas,  Lebanon : 

The  railroad  cannot  transport  you  as  rapidly  as  is  necessary ; there- 
fore march  your  whole  division,  via  Bardstown  and  New  Haven,  to 
Green  Eiver,  so  as  to  get  across  to  the  line  of  the  railroad  at  Munford- 
ville, then  forw^ard  to  Bowling  Green.  Move  as  light  as  possible, 
replenishing  your  supplies  at  Bardstown  and  New  Haven.  Take  all 
the  quartermaster’s  train  you  can  with  you.  Start  to-day,  and  move 
rapidly.  Send  forward  your  quartermaster  to  procure  forage  on  the 
road. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- Genera  Z,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Department  or  the  Ohio, 

, Lebanon^  Kg.,  February  15,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Buell, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ohio,  Louisville,  Kg. : 

General  : Colonel  Landram  reports  to  me  that  all  the  j)ublic  prop- 
erty at  Mill  Springs,  except  some  tobacco,  clothing,  and  wagons,  has 
been  removed.  I have  directed  him  to  send  the  clothing  and  tobacco 
to  Somerset  and  store  them  subject  to  your  order.  I made  ari  arrange- 
nient  with  Mr.  A.  E.  West  to  collect  the  w^agons  and  hold  them  subject 
to  your  order. 

Colonel  Landram  asks  authority  to  sell  them  to  the  citizens  of  the 
adjoining  counties,  and  I have  directed  him  to  WTite  you  on  the  sub- 
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je<?t.  The  wagons  are  of  but  little  use  to  us  and  might  probably  be 
sold  to  advantage  there.  He  wishes  orders  also  as  to  his  remaining  at 
Mill  Springs  with  his  regiment.  He  reports  that  it  will  be  impossible 
to  subsist  his  regiment  there,  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  roads  and 
want  of  transportation,  and  asks  permission  to  return  to  Somerset  as 
soon  as  all  the  property  is  removed. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Brigadier- General  U,  S.  Volunteers^  Coynmanding, 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washington^  February  16,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis^  Mo. : 

You  have  Fort  Donelson  safe,  unless  Grant  shall  be  overwhelmed 
from  outside ; to  prevent  which  latter  will,  I think,  require  all  the  vigi- 
lance, energy,  and  skill  of  yourself  and  Buell,  acting  in  full  co-operation. 
Columbus  will  not  get  at  Grant,  but  the  force  from  Bowling  Green  will. 
They  hold  the  railroad  from  Bowling  Green  to  within  a few  miles  of 
Fort  Donelson,  with  the  bridge  at  Clarksville  undisturbed.  It  is  unsafe 
to  rely  that  they  will  not  dare  to  expose  NTashville  to  Buell.  A small 
part  of  their  force  can  retire  slowly  towards  Nashville,  breaking  up  the 
railroad  as  they  go,  and  keep  Buell  out  of  that  city  twenty  days.  Mean- 
time Nashville  will  be  abundantly  defended  by  forces  from  all  South 
and  perhaps  from  here  at  Ma:^assas.  Could  not  a cavalry  force  from 
General  Thomas  on  the  Upper  Cumberland  dash  across,  almost  unre- 
sisted, and  cut  the  railroad  at  or  near  Knoxville,  Tenn.  In  the  midst 
of  a bombardment  at  Fort  Donelson,  why  could  not  a gunboat  run  up 
and  destroy  the  bridge  at  Clarksville  ? Our  success  or  failure  at  Fort 
Donelson  is  vastly  important,  and  I beg  you  to  put  your  soul  in  the 
effort.  I send  a copy  of  this  to  Buell. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Headquarters  Departiment  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  LouiSj  February  16,  1862. 
Major-General  McClellan,  Washington : 

I am  perfectly  confident  that  if  Buell  moves  from  Bowling  Green  on 
Nashville  we  shall  regret  it.  Think  of  it  before  you  approve.  I am 
certain  that  if  you  were  here  you  would  agree  with  me.  If  I had  any 
doubts  I would  not  insist.  Fort  Donelson  and  Clarksville  are  the  key- 
points.  Since  the  evacuation  of  Bowling  Green  the  imiiortance  of 
Nashville  has  ceased. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  16, 1862. 

General  McClellan: 

Hard  fighting  at  Fort  Donelson  on  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday. 
At  5 p.  m.  yesterday  we  carried  the  upper  fort,  where  the  Union  flag 
was  flying  last  night.  Telegraph  line  will  reach  Fort  Henry  on  Tues- 
day. I am  still  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  Buell  should  not  advance 
on  Nashville,  but  come  to  the  Cumberland'  with  his  available  forces. 
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United  to  Grant  we  can  take  and  hold  Fort  Donelson  and  Clarksville, 
and  by  another  central  movement  cut  off  both  Columbus  and  Nashville. 
Until  Columbus  is  cut  off’  we  must  retain  large  forces  at  Cairo,  Bird’s 
Point,  Paducah,  and  Fort  Henry.  This  is  too  great  a loss  of  force  on 
our  side. 

Commander  Foote  cannot  return  for  some  days.  Four  gunboats 
badly  disabled.  We  hav^e  been  obliged  to  break  up  two  artillery  com- 
panies for  the  gunboats  and  mortar  boats.  Have  had  no  communication 
from  Grant  for  three  days,  and  cannot  give  the  number  of  troops  that 
have  joined  him.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  get  the  mortar  boats  up 
the  river ; they  move  very  slowly.  Can’t  expect  much  more  aid  from 
the  Navy  for  several  days.  The  mass  of  the  force  from  Bowling  Green 
are  at  Fort  Donelson  and  threatening  us  from  Clarksville. 

I am  also  guarding  Danville  to  prevent  re- enforcements  from  Colum- 
bus. Have  constructed  a battery  abov^e  Fort  Donelson  on  the  river  toi 
cut  off  communication  with  Clarksville  and  Nashville. 

Unless  we  can  take  Fort  Donelson  very  soon  we  shall  have  the  whole 
force  of  the  enemy  on  us.  Fort  Donelson  is  the  turning  point  of  the 
war,  and  we  must  take  it  at  whatever  sacrifice.  Our  men  are  in  excel- 
lent spirits  and  fight  bravely. 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 


Washington,  February  16,  1862. 

General  Halleck: 

Your  dispatch  received.  Not  too  long.  I appreciate  your  difficulties. 
Have  heard  that  upper  battery  at  Donelson  is  taken  by  our  forces. 
Should  Donelson  fall,  you  will  move  on  Nashville  by  either  route  which 
may  at  the  time  be  quickest.  A part  of  the  column  moving  from  Bow- 
ling Green  towards  Nashville  might  relieve  Donelson,  but  the  direct 
move  on  Nashville  is  the  most  important. 

McClellan. 


Fort  Donelson  (via  Smithland),  February  16,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck: 

We  have  taken  Fort  Donelson  and  from  12,000  to  15,000  prisoners, 
including  Generals  Buckner  and  Bushrod  [R.]  Johnson  j also  about 
20,000  stand  of  arms,  48  pieces  of  artillery,  17  heavy  guns,  from  2,000 
to  4,000  horses,  and  large  quantities  of  commissary  stores. 

li.  S.  GRANT, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


General  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  Cairo, 

No.  13.  1 Fort  Donelson.)  February  16,  1862. 

The  Second  Di^^sion  will  occupy  the  right  of  the  works,  including 
Fort  Donelson,  and  will  be  located  to  the  best  advantage  for  defense 
and  comfort.  General  Smith,  commanding  the  division,  will  designate 
the  place  for  each  brigade. 

Tlie  First  Division  will  oceupy  grounds  at  the  south  end  of  the  works, 
and  will  be  located  by  Brig.  Gen.  John  A.  McClernand,  commanding. 
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All  public  property  will  be  collected  and  turned  over  to  Capt.  A.  S. 
Baxter,  assistant  quartermaster. 

Pillaging  and  appropriating  public  property  to  private  purposes  is 
positively  prohibited.  Officers  are  particularly  enjoined  to  see  to  the 
enforcement  of  this  order. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  XT.  S.  Grant : 

JKO.  A.  EAWLINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Field  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  Cairo, 

N'o.  10.  ) Fort  JDonelson,  Tenn.j  February  10,  1862. 

1.  In  order  to  secure  the  glorious  victory  acquired  by  our  arms  and  to 
perpetuate  it,  the  general  commanding  deems  it  highly  important  that 
the  utmost  vigilance  should  be  observed  to  guard  all  points  captured. 
It  is  ordered,  therefore,  that  General  L.  Wallace  return  to  Fort  Henry, 
Tenn.,  with  two  brigades  of  his  command  and  Willard’s  and  Bulliss’ 
batteries.  Curtis’  Horse  is  attached  to  the  command  of  General  Wal- 
lace. 

2.  Generals  McClernand  and  Smith  will  each  detail  from  their  respect- 
ive commands  100  men  as  extra-duty  men,  to  report  at  once  to  Capt. 
A.  S.  Baxter,  assistant  quartermaster,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  and 
preserving  the  public  property  captured  at  Fort  Douelson. 

3.  All  prisoners  taken  at  the  surrender  of  Fort  Donelson  will  be  col- 
lected as  rapidly  as  practicable  near  the  village  of  Dover,  under  their 
respective  company  and  regimental  commanders,  or  in  such  manner  as 
may  be  deemed  best  by  Brig.  Gen.  S.  B.  Buckner,  and  will  receive  two 
days’  rations,  preparatory  to  embarking  for  Cairo.  Prisoners  are  to  be 
allowed  their  clothing,  blankets,  and  such  private  property  as  may  be 
carried  about  their  iierson,  and  commissioned  officers  will  be  allowed 
their  side-arms. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  IT.  S.  Grant: 

JNO.  A.  EAWLmS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Buell : 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington^  [February  16  (?),  1862]. 


If  I can  send  you  motive  power  and  cars  to  Bowling  Green  by  way  of 
Green  Eiver,  can  you  not  at  once  advance  on  Nashville  in  force  without 
waiting  for  repairs  of  road?  Time  is  now  everything.  If  Nashville  is 
open  the  men  could  carry  their  small  rations  and  bread,  driving  meat 
on  the  hoof.  Leave  tents  and  all  baggage.  If  you  can  occupy  Nash- 
ville at  once  it  will  end  the  war  in  Tennessee. 

McClellan. 


February  16,  1862 — 11  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  Louisville^  Ky.: 

Give  me  in  detail  your  situation  and  that  of  the  enemy.  Whither 
did  he  go  from  Bowling  Green  ? 

I wish  the  position  of  things  in  full. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General. 
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February  1G,  18G2. 

Major-General  McClellan: 

My  dispatch  of  yesterday  gives  in  detail  the  position  of  my  troops.* 
Yon  will  observe  that  they  are  converging  on  Bowling  Green,  prepara- 
tory to  an  advance  on  Nashville.  I hope  to  facilitate  our  progress 
materially  by  throwing  boats  above  the  broken  lock  while  the  river  is 
up,  which  by  transshipment  will  enable  us  to  get  many  of  our  supplies 
that  way,  and  give  us  that  as  well  as  the  railroad. 

Boats  will  start  up  to-day.  The  last  of  the  enemy’s  forces  are  sup- 
posed to  have  gone  to  Nashville  from  Bowling  Green.  I had  no  report 
from  Alitchel  last  night.  Will  soon  have  the  wires  uj)  to  him. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 


February  1G,  18G2. 


Major-General  McClellan: 

I have  no  definite  information  in  regard  to  Grant’s  position — Halleck 
only  states  that  he  has  completely  invested  the  fort — nor  do  I know 
his  force.  My  estimate  is  that  he  has  at  least  30,000.  The  division  I 
am  starting  to-day  and  to-morrow  will  add  10,000  and  three  field  bat- 
teries. I have  repeatedly  inquired  of  Halleck  for  the  very  information 
you  ask  for,  but  with  little  or  no  success. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 
Brigadier- General, 


Camp  Wood,  MunfordvilUj  February  IG,  18G2. 
General  D.  C.  Buell: 

A dispatch  just  in  from  General  Mitch  el,  dated  Bowling  Green,  Feb- 
ruary 16,  4.30  a.  m.  He  has  now  five  infantry  and  one  cavalry  regi- 
ments in  Bowling  Green.  He  asks  me  to  forward  forage  and  subsistence. 
He  also  recommends  a strong  and  immediate  demonstration  upon  Nash- 
ville. I send  this  at  Mitchel’s  request.  Can  you  not  have  one  of  the 
passenger  trains  taken  off  the  railroad  and  send  the  locomotive  here  to 
work.  We  cannot  get  any  of  the  engineers  of  the  road  to  do  anything 
here,  and  have  great  reason  to  doubt  the  loyalty  of  some.  I will  work 
a regiment  per  day  on  the  railroad  and  push  matters  with  all  possible 
haste.  The  railroad  is  all  right  below  Bell’s. 

McCOOK. 


Saint  Louis,  February  17,  1862—10  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  Georoe  B.  McClellan: 

It  is  said  that  Beauregard  is  preparing  to  move  from  Columbus  either 
on  Paducah  or  Fort  Henry.  Do  send  me  more  troops.  It  is  the  crisis 
of  the  war  in  the  West.  Have  you  fully  considered  the  advantage 
which  the  Cumberland  Eiver  affords  to  the  enemy  at  Nashville  ? An 
immense  number  of  boats  have  been  collected,  and  the  whole  Bowling 
Green  force  can  come  down  in  a day,  attack  Grant  in  the  rear,  and 
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return  to  ^^’asliville  before  Buell  can  get  half  way  there.  The  bridges 
are  all  destroyed  and  the  roads  rendered  impassable.  If  Buell  must 
move  by  land,  why  not  direct  him  on  Clarksville  ? I can  do  no  more 
for  Grant  at  present.  I must  stop  the  transports  at  Cairo  to  observe 
Beauregard.  We  are  certainly  in  peril.  Telegraph  to  General  Hitch- 
cock, officially  informing  him  of  his  appointment,  and  assign  him  to  duty 
in  this  department. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


Washington,  February  17 — 10.30  a.  m. 

Hon.  Thomas  A.  Scott, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War^  Saint  Louis: 

Please  consult  Buell  about  removing  engines  and  cars  from  Kentucky 
Central  to  the  Kashville  Eailway.  He  has  my  plans.  Better  at  once 
have  cars  and  engines  altered  for  five-foot  gauge. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAK, 

Major-General, 


Washington,  February  17,  1862 — 10.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Halleck:  * 

Please  give  me  your  reasons  more  fully  for  objecting  to  Buelks  plan. 
Give  facts  on  which  your  ox)inion  is  based. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAK. 


Saint  Louis,  February  17,  1862 — 1 p.  m. 
Major-General  McClellan  : 

Make  Buell,  Grant,  and  Pope  major-generals  of  volunteers,  and  give 
me  command  in  the  West.  I ask  this  in  return  for  Forts  Henry  and 
Donelson. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis  February  17,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Cullum,  Cairo: 

Stop  all  forces  required  to  resist  Beauregard. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis ^ February  — , 1862. 

Brigadier-General  Culluai,  Cairo,  111.: 

Find  contrabands,  and  put  them  at  work  to  pay  for  food  and  clothing. 
I can  get  no  communication  with  Buell. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  LoidSj  February  17,  1802. 
Brigadier-General  Sherman,  PaducaU^  Ky.: 

All  troops  from  Kentucky  will  be  sent  iiiJ  the  Cumberland.  All 
others  will  be  stopped  at  Paducah  to  await  further  orders.  Watch 
Beauregard’s  movements  from  Columbus  and  report  by  telegram  your 
forces  at  Paducah ; also  report  all  you  can  stop  there.  I am  not  satis- 
fied with  present  success.  We  must  now  prepare  for  a still  more 
important  movement.  You  will  not  be  forgotten  in  this. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-  General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  West  Tennessee, 

No.  1.  1 Fort  PoneJson,  February  17,  1862. 

By  virtue  of  directions  from  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Mis- 
souri, dated  Pebruary  15,  1862,  the  undersigned  has  been  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  new  Military  District  of  West  Tennessee  j limits 
not  defined. 

H.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  West  Tennessee, 

No.  2.  f Fort  Bonelson,  February  17,  1862. 

The  general  commanding  takes  great  pleasure  in  congratulating  the 
troops  of  this  command  for  the  triumph  over  rebellion  gained  by  their 
valor  on  the  13th,  14th,  and  15th  instant. 

For  four  successive  nights,  without  shelter,  during  the  most  inclement 
weather  known  in  this  latitude,  they  faced  an  enemy  in  large  force  in 
a position  chosen  by  himself.  Though  strongly  fortified  by  nature,  all 
the  safeguards  suggested  by  science  were  added.  Without  a murmur 
this  was  borne,  iirepared  at  all  times  to  receive  an  attack,  and  with  con- 
tinuous skirmishing  by  day,  resulting  ultimately  in  forcing  the  enemy 
to  surrender  without  conditions. 

The  victory  achieved  is  not  only  great  in  breaking  down  rebellion, 
but  has  secured  the  greatest  number  of  prisoners  of  war  ever  taken  in 
one  battle  on  this  continent. 

Fort  Donelson  will  hereafter  be  marked  in  capitals  on  the  maps  of 
our  united  country,  and  the  men  who  fought  the  battle  will  live  in  the 
memory  of  a grateful  people. 

H.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier- General j Commanding. 


Louisville,  February  17,  1862. 

General  McClellan: 

I think  it  will  be  necessary  to  issue  some  of  the  Tennessee  arms. 
We  require  them  immediately.  For  what  i)urpose  are  the  10,060  stand 
of  arms  sent  to  Columbus  [Ohio]'? 


D.  C.  BUELL. 
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February  17—7.30  a.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  0.  Buell,  Louisville: 

To  arm  ten  Ohio  regiments  reported  without  arms.  Make  the  best 
use  you  can  of  the  arms  you  have.  I have  ordered  3,500  first-rate  rifled 
arms  to  you  at  once,  16,000  good  Prussian  smooth  bores,  and  the  next 
5,000  made  at  Springfield. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLANT, 

Major-General. 


Louisville,  February  17,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  LouiSj  Mo.: 

As  the  object  of  the  re-enforcernents  I have  been  sending  you  was  to 
assist  at  Fort  Bonelson  and  succor  the  force  there  if  necessary,  and  as 
they  are  no  longer  required  for  that  object,  we  had  best  consult  about 
further  operations,  as  well  for  the  great  object  as  to  determine  the  dis- 
position to  be  made  of  the  re-enforcements,  which,  if  they  have  not  gone 
beyond  reach,  I have  thought  it  advisable  to  stop  until  we  understand 
each  other.  The  object  of  both  our  forces  is,  directly  or  indirectly,  to 
strike  at  the  power  of  the  rebellion  in  its  most  vital  point  within  our 
field.  N'ashville  appears  clearly,  I think,  to  be  that  iioint.  I7ow,  on 
your  side,  Clarksville  intervenes.  It  will  probably  be  pretty  strongly 
fortified  towards  yon,  but  mainly  on  this  side  of  tlie  river.  It  has  not 
heretofore  had  any  defenses  on  the  south  side,  but  it  may  be  expected 
that  at  least  a strong  bridge-head  will  be  thrown  ui)  on  that  side,  and 
perhaps  even  somewhat  extensive  works,  as  the  railroad  bridge  affords 
them  the  means  of  communication,  though  not  a Very  secure  one. 

My  impression  is  that  the  ])lace  could  be  easily  invested  on  that 
side,  so  as  to  cut  off' their  river  communication,  and  without  risk  of  the 
investing  force  being  disturbed  in  the  rear,  the  country  in  that  direc- 
tion being  broken  and  the  roads  bad.  They  would  still  have,  however, 
the  railroad  via  Hadensville  and  Springfield  on  the  north  side.  That 
route  is  exposed  to  my  attack,  and  whenever  I advance  against  it, 
either  at  Clarksville,  NTashville,  or  any  other  point,  they  must  fall  back, 
unless  succored  by  a force  through  Nashville  that  I cannot  beat.  It  is 
to  be  observed  also  that  I should  be  exposed  to  a combined  resistance 
both  from  such  a force  and  most  of  the  Clarksville  force,  which  would 
not  be  in  great  danger  from  your  side  of  the  river. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  heavy  re-enforcements  will  be  thrown  into 
Nashville  from  all  quarters  east  and  south.  These  considerations  seem 
to  require  a large  force  on  my  line,  which  in  fact  is  one  on  which  a 
large  force  can  be  employed  f the  reverse  of  the  case  on  your  side.  The 
difficulty  on  this  side  is  one  of  transportation,  and  it  is  a very  serious 
one.  To  depend  on  wagons  at  this  season  for  a large  ‘force  seems  out 
of  the  question,  and  I fear  it  may  be  two  weeks  before  I can  get  a 
bridge  over  the  Barren  Eiver,  so  as  to  use  the  railroad  beyond.  I shall 
endeavor,  however,  to  make  an  advance  in  less  or  much  force  before 
that  time.  According  to  this  view  of  the  problem,  I have  thought  it 
would  be  best  for  my  troops  to  return.  Let  me  hear  vour  views. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 
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Bowlino  Green,  February  17,  1862 — 2 a.  m. 
General  D.  0.  Buell: 

Our  scouts  have  returned  this  evening,  bringing  intelligence  that  the 
town  of  Franklin  is  now  clear  of  the  enemy.  They  are  pushing  on  for 
Nashville. 

A company  of  Kennett’s  cavalry  advanced  upon  the  turnpike  2J 
miles  beyond  Woodburn,  and  learned  the  above  facts.  Two  regiments 
of  the  Mneteenth  Brigade  are  now  encamped  in  Bowling  Green,  having 
carried  on  their  shoulders  their  baggage  and  camp  equipage  across  the 
river  over  a temporary  foot  bridge,  constructed  upon  the  ruins  of  the 
railroad  bridge.  They  will  move  forward  to-morrow,  transporting  their 
baggage  upon  platform  cars  on  the  railroad.  Tire  Second  Ohio  Kegi- 
ment.  Colonel  Harris,  which  was  ordered  to  remain  at  Bell’s,  was 
directed  to-day  to  join  the  brigade.  We  are  now — 11  o’clock  p.  m. — 
calking  a flat-boat  sufficiently  large  to  take  over  our  artillery.  It  will 
be  used  as  a ferry-boat.  We  are  also  building  a floating  bridge,  but  as 
the  current  is  very  swift,  I have  doubts  of  its  success.  The  enemy  cut 
down  large  timber  across  the  road  to  the  ford;  a fact  we  discovered 
this  evening.  After  conqfleting  the  ferry  we  will  clean  out  these  ob- 
structions and  start  another  ferry  at  the  ford,  using  the  large  flat-boat 
at  the  mill. 

I hope  by  Tuesday  morning  to  have  passed  the  entire  division,  with 
its  baggage,'across  the  river,  and  intend  to  throw  forward  a brigade  on 
the  Eussellville  road,  one  on  the  turnpike,  and  one  on  the  Nashville 
road  some  10  miles  from  Bowling  Green,  aud  within  supporting  dis- 
tance of  each  other.  We  have  no  hay,  and  there  is  none  at  Munford- 
ville.  We  are  obtaining  a sufficient  supply  of  corn  from  the  country. 
I ventured  to  suggest  Bowling  Green  was  strongly  fortified.  There  are 
two  lines  of  natural  defenses,  which,  if  properly  occupied,  will  render 
the  position  exceediugly  strong. 

O.  M.  MITCHEL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


February  17,  1862 — 8.15  p.  m. 

General  Crittenden,  Calhoun : 

(Care  of  quartermaster,  Evansville;  to  be  forwarded  in  haste.) 
Suspend  your  movement  until  further  orders,  but  keep  ready  to 
embark,  and  report  by  telegraph  the  position  of  your  command.  De- 
tain the  boats  until  you  hear  further  from  me. 

Is  Green  Kiver  in  such  a stage  that  boats  can  pass  over  the  dams, 
and  have  boats  started  for  Bowling  Green  % 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Saint  Louis,  February  18,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan: 

You  could  not  have  received  my  telegram  of  yesterday.  No.  20,*  when 
yours  was  sent.  That  gives  my  reasons  for  wishing  General  Buell  to 
move  on  Clarksville.  They  are  not  changed  by- the  taking  of  Fort 
Donelson. 

H.  W.  IIALLECK, 
Major-General. 


See  p.  627. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  18,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  Louismlle,  Ky. : 

CaiPt  you  march  on  Clarksville  and  then  go  up  the  river  to  Nash- 
ville? We  ought  to  be  nearer  together,  so  that  we  can  assist  each 
other.  Had  the  enemy  thrown  his  forces  rapidly  down  the  river  he 
could  have  crushed  me  at  Fort  Donelson,  and  have  returned  to  Nash- 
ville before  you  could  have  reached  that  place. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-  General, 


General  Halleck: 


Louisville,  February  18,  1862. 


I have  received  one  dispatch  from  you  of  this  date,  but  I infer  that 
it  was  not  written  in  answer  to  mine  of  last  night,  and  therefore  wait 
to  hear  further  from  you  on  the  subject.  I have  telegraphed  General 
Nelson  to  stop  at  Smithland  until  I hear  from  you.  I agree  with  you 
as  to  the  importance  of  onr  getting  nearer  each  other.  The  difficulty 
in  marching  on  Clarksville  from  Bowling  Green  is  that  the  road  is  a 
common  mud  one  and  at  this  time  impassable.  That  objection  might 
be  overcome  if  1 could  move  light,  with  the  certainty  of  meeting  sup- 
plies at  a point  on  the  river ; as,  for  example,  if  the  enemy  should  retire 
from  Clarksville,  so  that  I could  find  you  there.  What  do  you  think,  if 
I can  get  away,  of  our  meeting  at  Smithland  personally,  and  going  up 
to  Grant  to  study  the  ground  ? 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadjer- General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  18,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Buell, 

Louismlle,  Ky, : 

To  remove  all  questions  as  to  rank,  I have  asked  the  President  to 
make  you  a major-general.  Conie  down  to  the  Cumberland  and  take 
command.  The  battle  of  the  West  is  to  be  fought  in  that  vicinity. 
You  should  be  in  it  as  the  ranking  general  in  immediate  command. 
Don’t  hesitate.  Come  to  Clarksville  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Say  that 
you  will  come,  and  I will  have  everything  there  for  you.  Beauregard 
threatens  to  attack  either  Cairo  or  Paducah.  I must  be  ready  for  him. 
Don’t  stop  any  troops  ordered  down  the  Ohio.  We  want  them  all. 
You  shall  have  them  back  in  a few  days.  Assistant  Secretary  of  War 
Scott  left  here  this  afternoon  to  confer  with  you.  He  knows  my  plans 
and  necessities.  I am  terribly  hard  pushed.  Help  me,  and  I will  help 
you.  Hunter  has  acted  nobly,  generously,  bravely.  Without  his  aid 
I should  have  failed  before  Fort  Donelson.  Honor  to  him.  We  came 
within  an  ace  of  being  defeated.  If  the  fragments  wdiich  I sent  down 
had  not  reached  there  on  Saturday  we  should  have  gone  in.  A retreat 
at  one  time  seemed  almost  inevitable.  All  right  now.  Help  me  to 
carry  it  out.  Talk  freely  with  Scott.  It  is  evident  to  me  that  you  and 
McClellan  did  not  at  last  accounts  appreciate  the  strait  I have  been  in. 
I am  certain  you  will  when  you  understand  it  all.  Help  me,  I beg  of 
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you.  Throw  all  your  troops  in  the  direction  of  the  Cumberland.  DonT 
stop  any  one  ordered  here.  You  will  not  regret  it.  There  will  be  no 
battle  at  NTashville. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  LouiSj  February  18,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Gullum,  Cairo^  III.: 

Act  in  my  name,  and  assume  command  over  any  and  all.  A large 
force  passed  Memphis  four  days  ago — fifteen  steamers,  loaded  with 
troops,  to  re-enforce  Columbus.  Look  out  for  an  attack  on  Cairo  or 
Paducah.  Get  ready  immediately.  Use  my  name  in  any  order  you 
issue.  We  must  be  ready  for  them.  I am  collecting  and  sending  every 
man  I can  find. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis^  February  18,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Grant,  in  the  Field: 

Don’t  let  gunboats  go  higher  up  than  Clarksville.  Even  there  they 
must  limit  their  operations  to  the  destruction  of  the  bridge  and  rail- 
road, and  return  immediately  to  Cairo,  leaving  one  at  Fort  Donelson. 
Mortar  boats  to  be  sent  back  to  Cairo  as  soon  as  possible. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 

General  Sherman  will  send  this  to  General  Grant  with  all  possible 
dispatch. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  West  Tennessee, 

Ko.  3.  I Fort  Donelsoiij  February  18,  1862. 

All  commissioned  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates 
are  prohibited  from  entering  the  town  of  Dover  or  any  houses  therein 
situated  without  permission  in  writing  of  their  regimental  commanders. 

All  captured  property  belongs  to  the  Government,  and  no  officer,  non- 
commissioned officer,  or  private  will  be  permitted  to  have  or  retain  pos- 
session of  captured  property  of  any  kind. 

Any  officer  violating  the  above  order  will  be  at  once  arrested.  Any 
non-commissioned  officer  or  private  will  be  arrested  and  confined  in  the 
guard-house,  and  all  captured  property  taken  from  them  and  turned 
over  to  the  district  quartermaster. 

Colonel  Leggett  is  hereby  appointed  to  see  to  the  strict  enforcement 
of  the  above,  using  his  whole  command  for  that  puri)ose,  if  necessary.. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Grant : 

JNO.  A.  RAWLINS. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  West  Tennessee, 

No.  4.  ) Fort  Donelson^  February  18,  1862. 

Hereafter,  until  otherwise  ordered,  guard  duty  will  be  performed  as 
follows : 

All  the  outer  guard  duty  will  be  performed  by  the  First  and  Second 
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Divisions  and  Colonel  McArthur’s  brigade,  which  for  the  present  will 
be  attached  for  orders  to  the  Second  Division. 

The  First  Division  will  guard  all  roads  and  passes  into  the  intrench- 
ments  from  the  river  above  Dover  to  the  road  leading  west  to  Fort 
Henry. 

The  Second  Division,  with  the  brigades  attached,  will  guard  from  the 
Fort  Henry  road  to  the  river  below  the  fort,  and  furnish  the  guard  for 
the  fort. 

The  Fourth  Division,  now  organizing,  will  furnish  all  other  guards, 
such  as  for  the  commissary  and  quartermaster  stores  at  steamboat 
landing,  hospitals,  &c. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Hurlbut  will  have  special  charge  of  the  interior  police 
regulations  of  the  camps  inside  of  the  grounds  occupied  by  the  other 
di^dsion. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Grant: 

JNO.  A.  EAWLTNTS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Louisville,  February  18,  1862. 

Major-General  Halleck: 

General  O.  M.  Mitchel  reports  from  Bowling  Green  yesterday  as 
follows  : 

We  have  reliable  information  that  the  enemy  has  fallen  back  froni  Clarksville  and 
was  concentrating  heavy  force  at  Nashville,  and  justifying  the  railroad  engineers’  re- 
ports that  four  days  since  a fleet  of  fifteen  boats  passed  Memphis,  ascending  the  river. 

D.  G.  BHELL, 

* Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 


Camp  John  Q.  Adams, 

February  18,  1862. 

General  D.  C.  Buell: 

With  incredible  labor,  in  rain  and  mud,  our  ferries,  two  in  number, 
have  been  established,  our  roads  are  completed,  our  trains  and  artillery 
are  in  motion.  I hope  to  accomplish  the  crossing  of  the  entire  baggage 
trains,  with  the  artillery,  to-day.  Forty  wagon  loads  of  supplies,  giving 
us  two  days’  rations,  will  be  up  this  morning.  One  hundred  and  twenty 
additional  teams  will  arrive  during  to-day,  and  to-morrow  1 shall  ad- 
vance the  head  of  the  column  some  20  miles,  leaving  this  position  to  be 
occupied  by  McCook. 

My  ammunition,  requiring  30  wagons  for  its  transportation,  is  stored 
at  Green  Kiver,  under  a guard,  and  I hope  may  be  brought  forward  by 
rail.  Our  cartridge  boxes  and  limber-chests  are  full. 

I learn  from  reliable  source  that  no  enemy  can  be  found  short  of 
Clarksville,  and  very  few  are  there. 

I shall  await  your  orders  with  anxiety  as  to  the  final  direction  you 
will  give  my  column.  Our  troops  have  been  worked  up  to  their  highest 
endurance  by  rapid  marches,  outpost  and  fatigue  duty,  and  the  rest  of 
a day  or  two  awaiting  orders  will  be  of  great  service. 

The  turnpike  bridge  should  be  rebuilt  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
I find  that  our  ferry-boats  are  not  to  be  relied  upon  for  the  passage  of 
an  army.  I have  neither  time  nor  material  for  constructing  a better 
mode  of  crossing.  I trust  the  railroad  and  telegraph  line  will  soon  be 
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ill  working  order.  Colonel  Smith,  of  the  Thirteenth  Ohio,  reports  the 
locomotive  on  the  track,  which  was  struck  by  one  of  our  shells,  can 
be  reiiaired  in  a single  day.  One  or  two  others  I hope  may  be  found 
worth  repairing. 

O.  M.  MITCHEL, 

Brigadier- General. 


Louisville,  February  19,  1862. 

Major-General  Halle ck  : 

I have  seen  message  to  General  Buell.  Do  you  mean  that  his  whole 
command  should  go  from  Bowling  Green  to  Clarksville,  or  that  the 
general  in  person  should  go  to  the  Cumberland  and  take  command  of 
forces  now  there,  his  own  column  from  Bovling  Green  to  co-operate 
with  Cumberland  column,  in  such  manner  as  he  (Buell)  may  decide,  to 
clear  out  the  Cumberland,  including  Nashville  ? Answer  definitely  the 
lioints  as  stated  in  this  message.  The  general  desires  to  meet  your 
views  fully.  Answer  immediately. 

THOMAS  A.  SCOTT, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Louisville,  February  19,  1862. 

General  McClellan: 

I have  arranged  to  transfer  from  other  roads  9 large  engines  and  250 
cars.  Will  provide  others  as  needed.  Kailroad  bridge  across  the  Ten- 
nessee destroyed  by  fire.  Communication  by  rail  between  Columbus 
and  Nashville  is  entirely  destroyed.  Buell  immediately  needs  re-en- 
forcements. Will  they  come*? 

THOMAS  A.  SCOTT. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  19,  1862. 

N.  B.  Baker,  F>es  Moines,  Iowa: 

The  Second  Iowa  Infantry  proved  themselves  the  bravest  of  the  brave. 
They  had  the  honor  of  heading  the  column  which  entered  Fort  Donelson. 

H.  W.  HALLECK,  . 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  February  19,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Buell  : 

Assistant  Secretary  Scott  will  explain  to  you  all  my  views.  I will 
meet  you  anywhere  you  may  appoint. 

H.  W.  HALLECK 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  February  19,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Buell,  Louisville,  Ky. : 

Ee-enforcements  have  reached  Columbus  and  steamers  have  fired 
up  for  a move  against  us.  Don’t  stop  any  of  your  troops  coming  down. 
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but  send  them  on  as  rapidly  as  possible.  They  are  bound  to  attack  us 
somewhere  from  Columbus.  Show  this  to  Scott. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  I^fbruary  19,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Gullum,  Cairo  : 

All  troops  at  Smithland  or  on  the  Ohio  Eiver  should  come  to  Paducah 
or  Cairo,  as  you  may  deem  best.  1 have  authority  of  Secretary  of  War 
for  this.  If  necessary,  countermand,  in  the  name  of  Secretary  of  War, 
all  orders  issued  by  General  Buell  or  any  one  else  about  the  troops 
halting  or  returning  to  Kentucky. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  February  19,  1862. 
Brigadier- General  Cullum,  Cairo  : 

Look  out  for  Columbus.  Send  down  boat  to  reconnoiter.  Hold  all 
troops  ready  for  an  attack  on  Paducah  or  Cairo.  Eifteen  steamers 
loaded  with  troops  from  Kew  Orleans  have  reached  Columbus. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Maojr-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis.,  February  19,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  David  Hunter, 

Commanding  Department  of  Kansas^  Fort  Leavenworth : 

To  you  more  than  to  any  other  man  out  of  this  department  are  we 
indebted  for  our  success  at  Fort  Donelson.  In  my  strait  for  troops 
to  re-enforce  General  Grant  I appealed  to  you.  You  responded  nobly 
and  generously,  placing  your  forces  at  my  disposition.  This  enabled 
us  to  win  the  victory.  Beceive  my  most  heartfelt  thanks. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  19,  1862 — 4 p.  m. 
General  McClellan: 

Yours  of  the  14th  just  received.  Hitchcock  will  take  command  here 
as  soon  as  he  gets  his  orders.  I think  Hunter  will  consent  to  go  under 
me  and  command  the  central  column.  If  not,  leave  him  where  lie  is. 
It  was  decided  in  the  Mexican  war  that  regulars  ranked  volunteers, 
without  regard  to  dates.  This  decision,  if  sustained,  makes  everything 
right  for  the  Western  Division.  Give  it  to  me,  and  I will  split  seces- 
sion in  twain  in  one  month. 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  February  19,  1862. 

General  McClellan: 

Columbus  has  been  strongly  re-enforced  from  Kew  Orleans.  They 
have  steam  up  on  all  their  boats  ready  for  a move — probably  on  Cairo. 
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This  will  render  ^it  necessary  for  me  to  withdraw  a part  of  my  force 
from  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson.  Do  send  me  more  troops.  I have 
sent  every  organized  regiment  from  Saint  Louis.  This  place  is  virtu- 
ally without  a garrison.  Buell  cannot  move  on  Nashville  for  two  or 
three  weeks.  Let  him  help  me,  and  we  will  cut  the  line  between  Colum- 
bus and * and  paralyze  both  places. 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 


Headquarters,  Saint  Louis,  February  19,  18G2. 
Major-General  McClellan  : 

Brig.  Gen.  Charles  F.  Smith,  hy  his  coolness  and  bravery  at  Fort 
Donelson  when  the  battle  was  against  us,  turned  the  tide  and  carried 
the  enemy’s  outworks.  Make  him  a major-general.  You  can’t  get  a 
better  one.  Honor  him  for  this  victory  and  the  whole  country  will 
applaud. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  19,  1862. 

Thomas  A.  Scott, 

Assistant  Seeretary  of  War,  Louisville,  Ky.: 

Have  just  heard  that  the  railroad  bridge  at  Decatur  across  the  Ten- 
nessee is  destroyed.  Communication  between  Columbus  and  Nashville 
is  thus  cut  off.  If  General  Buell  will  come  down  and  help  me  with  all 
possible  haste  we  can  end  the  war  in  the  West  in  less  than  a month. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  February  19,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  Padueah: 

Don’t  let  any  troops  go  north  to  Kentucky,  but  hurry  them  down  to 
Paducah  and  Cairo.  Look  out  sharp  for  a movement  from  Columbus. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Hdqrs.  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

Fort  Donelson,  February  19,  1862. 

General  G.  W.  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Department  of  the  Missouri : 

General  : Clarksville  is  evacuated,  and  I shall  take  possession  on 
Friday  next,  with  one  division,  under  General  Smith.  If  it  is  the  desire 
of  the  general  commanding  department,  I can  have  Nashville  on  Satur- 
day week.  To  do  this  I will  have  to  retain  transportation  as  it  arrives. 
Please  inform  me  early  of  the  desire  of  the  general  commanding  on 
this  point — at  as  early  a day  as  possible. 

As  soon  as  I got  possession  of  Fort  Donelson  I commenced  sending 
the  sick  and  wounded  to  Paducah,  as  seems  to  have  been  the  desire  of 

* Illegible  cipher  word ; probably  standing  for  Nashville. 
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General  Halleck.  IS’o  distinction  has  been  made  between  Federal  and 
Confederate  sick  and  wounded.  Generally  the  prisoners  have  been 
treated  with  great  kindness,  and  I believe  they  appreciate  it.  Great 
numbers  of  Union  people  have  come  in  to  see  us,  and  express  great 
hope  for  the  future.  They  say  secessionists  are  in  great  trepidation — 
some  leaving  the  country,  others  expressing  anxiety  to  be  assured  that 
they  will  not  be  molested  if  they  will  come  in  and  take  the  oath. 

The  amount  of  supplies  captured  here  is  very  large — sufficient,  prob- 
ably, for  twenty  days  for  all  my  army.  Some  articles  will  be  deficient, 
such  as  coffee.  Of  rice  I don’t  know  that  we  will  want  any  more  dur- 
ing the  war.  I think  I will  send  you  the  tail  of  the  elephant  to-night 
or  in  the  morning  at  furthest. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier-  Genera  1. 


Headquarters  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

Fort  JDonelson,  February  19,  1862. 

General  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  District  of  Cairo^  Paducah^  Ky.: 

Send  all  re-enforcements  up  the  Cumberland.  I shall  occupy  Clarks- 
ville on  Friday  and  Nashville  Saturday  week,  if  it  meets  the  approval 
of  General  Halleck.  I have  written  him  to  that  effect. 

I feel  under  many  obligations  to  you  for  the  kind  tone  of  your  letter,* 
and  hope  that,  should  an  opportunity  occur,  yon  will  win  for  yourself 
the  promotion  which  yon  are  kind  enough  to  say  belongs  to  me.  I care 
nothing  for  promotion  so  long  as  our  arms  are  successful  and  no  politi- 
cal appointments  are  made. 

IT.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

Fort  Donelson^  February  19,  1862. 

General  C.  F.  Smith, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

Hold  your  command  in  readiness  to  take  possession  of  Clarksville 
and  garrison  it.  I would  suggest  the  propriety  of  appointing  some 
lieutenant  to  act  as  division  quartermaster  and  one  to  act  as  division 
commissary.  Ten  days’  rations  should  be  taken  to  issue  after  arrival, 
besides  what  the  troops  may  have  when  they  leave  here. 

There  are  no  Confederate  troops  at  Clarksville  at  present,  but  it 
may  be  a matter  of  importance  to  us  to  move  tliere  as  rapidly  as  possi- 
ble. You  can  commence  this  movement  as  soon  as  practicable  after 
transportation  can  be  provided. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier- Genera ?,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  the  Missouri, 

No.  43.  ) Saint  Louis.)  February  19,  1862. 

The  major-general  commanding  the  department  congratulates  Flag- 
Qfficer  Foote,  Brigadier-General  Grant,  and  the  brave  officers  and  men 


Not  found. 
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under  their  commands,  on  the  recent  brilliant  victories  on  the  Tennessee 
and  Cumberland. 

But  the  war  is  not  yet  ended.  Prepare  for  new  conflicts  and  new 
victories.  Troops  are  concentrating  from  every  direction.  We  shall 
soon  have  an  army  which  will  be  irresistible.  The  Union  flag  must  be 
restored  everywhere,  and  the  inthralled  Union  men  in  the  South  must 
be  set  free.  The  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  Great  West  are  ready  and 
willing  to  do  this.  The  times  and  places  have  been  determined  on. 
Victory  and  glory  await  the  brave. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Halleck : 

N.  H.  McLEA^^, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Louisville,  Ky.,  February  19,  1862 — 4 p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  Georoe  B.  McClellan: 

Our  news  is  not  very  definite.  It  indicates  that  the  enemy  are  con- 
centrating at  Nashville  and  fortifying  beyond  Franklin.  They  have 
destroyed  everything  like  a bridge,  however  small. 

Not  a large  force  at  Clarksville.  The  gunboats,  backed  by  General 
Grant’s  troops,  can,  I think,  dispose  of  them  easily.  1 did  not  succeed 
in  getting  boats  uii  Green  Biver,  but  may  on  another  rise. 

D,  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


February  19,  1862. 

General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis: 

I thank  you  for  your  friendly  offices.  Supposing  it  would  not  be  re- 
quired in  your  advance  up  the  Cumberland,  and  as  it  is  required  for  an 
advance  from  Bowling  Green,  I this  morning  ordered  Nelson  to  return 
with  his  troops. 

On  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  this  moment,  inferring  that  you  are  in 
danger,  1 have  countermanded  my  last  order  and  directed  Nelson  to  re- 
ceive orders  from  you  at  Paducah.  I am  in  doubt  about  your  meaning. 
Is  it  that  I should  come  personally  and  ascend  the  Cumberland  to 
Clarksville,  or  that  I should  bring  my  troops  around  that  way,  or  that 
I should  move  them  toward  Clarksville  from  Bowling  Green  ? I can- 
not get  any  more  troops  to  the  river  to  embark  in  less  than  six  days — 
say  eight  or  ten  days  to  the  Cumberland. 

Do  you  know  that  the  enemy  is  preparing  to  make  a serious  stand  at 
Clarksville?  My  information,  as  far  as  it  goes,  is  that  he  has  but  a 
small  force  at  Clarksville  and  is  concentrating  at  Nashville.  Tell  me 
what  reliable  information  you  have  about  it,  and  definitely  what  you 
want. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


February  19, 1862 — 5 p.  m. 

General  Crittenden, 

On  Transports  at  Smithland  : 

Your  orders  to  return  here  are  countermanded.  Eeceive  orders  from 
General  Halleck.  Stop  all  the  troops  that  are  with  you. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 
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February  19,  18G2 — 5 p.  m. 

General  I^^elson, 

Commanding  Division^  Evansville: 

Your  orders  to  return  here  are  countermanded.  Proceed  with  your 
whole  force  to  Paducah,  and  receive  orders  from  General  Halleck. 
Intercept  and  take  with  you  all  troops  that  may  have  started  back. 

D.  0.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General^  Commandmg. 


February  19,  1862. 

General  Thomas,  Lebanon  and  Bardsto  wn : 

Stop  the  head  of  your  column  and  let  the  rear  close  up  at  Bards- 
town, and  halt  there  until  further  orders  j but  be  ready  to  move  a, gain 
at  a moment’s  notice. 

Eeport  definitely  where  your  troops  are. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Washington,  D.  0.,  February  20,  1862. 

General  Buell: 

Halleck  says  Columbus  re-enforced  from  NTew  Orleans,  and  steam 
up  on  their  boats  ready  for  move — probably  on  Cairo.  Wishes  to  with- 
draw some  troops  from  Donelson.  I tell  him  improbable  that  rebels 
re-enforced  from  New  Orleans  or  attack  Cairo.  Think  [theyj  will  aban- 
don Columbus. 

What  force  have  you  in  Bowling  Green,  what  in  advance  of  it,  and 
where  to-day  ? How  soon  can  you  be  in  front  of  Nashville,  and  in  what 
force  ? What  news  of  the  rebels  ? If  the  force  in  West  can  take  Nash- 
ville or  even  hold  its  own  for  the  present,  I hope  to  have  Eichmond 
and  Norfolk  in  from  three  to  four  weeks.  Answer. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan. 


Washington,  February  20,  1862 — 9.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Halleck  : 

Dispatch  of  yesterday  received.  I doubt  purpose  of  rebels  to  attack 
Cairo.  More  probably  intend  abandoning  Columbus.  Have  too  few 
troops  at  New  Orleans  to  spare  any. 

This  army  moves  very  shortly.  As  soon  as  I hear  from  Buell  will 
communicate  again.  Have  sent  all  arms  asked  for  new  regiments  in  the 
West.  Do  not  withdraw  troops  from  Donelson  until  I hear  from  Buell 
to-day. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  February  20,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Buell  has  gone  to  Bowling  Green.  I will  be  in  communication  with 
, him  in  a few  minutes,  and  we  will  then  arrange.  The  fall  of  Clarks- 
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ville  confirms  my  views.  I think  Cairo  is  not  in  danger,  and  that  we 
must  now  direct  our  efforts  on  Nashville.  The  rebels  hold  firm  at 
Manassas.  In  less  than  two  weeks  I shall  move  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, and  hope  to  be  in  Eichmond  soon  after  you  are  in  Nashville.  I 
tliiuk  Columbus  will  be  abandoned  within  a week.  We  will  have  a 
desperate  battle  on  this  line. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan. 


Washinoton,  D.  C.,  February  20,  18G2. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Cullum,  Cairo  : 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  gunboats  and  mortar  boats  should 
all  be  ready  for  service  by  Monday  morning.  Call  on  Chicago  for  the 
mechanics  and  material  required.  Use  the  telegraph.  Communicate 
with  William  B.  Ogden,  of  Chicago. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan. 


February  20,  1862. 

Hon.  Thomas  A.  Scott,  Louisville: 

Telegram  received.  Increase  rolling  stock  on  Nashville  Eailroad. 
At  present  no  troops  will  move  from  East.  Ample  occupation  for  them 
here.  Eebels  hold  firm  at  Manassas  Junction. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  LouiSj  February  20,  1862 — 8 p.  m. 
Major-General  McClellan,  Washington^  J>.  (7.  ; 

I must  have  command  of  the  armies  in  the  West.  Hesitation  and 
delay  are  losing  us  the  golden  opportunity.  Lay  this  before  the  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary  of  War.  May  I assume  the  command'?  Answer 
quickly. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis^  February  20,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Cullum,  CairOj  III. : 

Get  gun  and  mortar  boats  ready  as  soon  as  possible.  Tell  Commo- 
dore Foote  or  ranking  naval  officer  to  telegraph  to  Cincinnati  for  all 
mechanics  they  want.  They  must  work  day  and  night.  Send  all  spare 
gun  and  mortar  boats  to  make  a demonstration  on  Columbus  to-mor- 
row. Let  the  mortar  boats  anchor,  under  the  protection  of  the  gun- 
boats, near  enough  to  throw  shells  into  the  place,  but  run  no  risks.  It 
is  reported  that  they  are  sending  their  guns  to  Memphis.  This  can  be 
ascertained  by  a judicious  demonstration. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missoitri, 

i^aint  Louisj  February  20,  18G2. 

Thomas  A.  Scott, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War^  Louisville^  Ky. ; 

I mean  that  Buell  should  move  on  Clarksville  with  his  present 
column;  there  unite  his  Kentucky  army  and  move  up  the  Cumberland, 
while  1 act  on  the  Tennessee.  We  should  then  be  able  to  co-operate. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major- General. 


Louisville,  February  20,  1862—7  p.  m. 
Major-General  McClellan,  Washington: 

Your  dispatch  of  tliis  date  to  General  Buell  received.  He  is  at  Bowl- 
ing Green  to-day;  will  return  on  Saturday.  He  received  dispatch 
from  General  Halleck  last  night  saying  that  either  Cairo  or  Paducah 
was  threatened  from  Columbus.  GeneTal  Buell  had  no  news  from 
Columbus,  but  hardly  thought  an  advance  from  that  point  probable, 
unless  the  enemy  had  more  gunboats  than  we  were  aware  of.  He, 
however,  ordered  Kelson’s  division,  whicli  had  been  stopped  at  Evans- 
ville on  account  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Donelson,  to  proceed  at  once  to 
Smithland,.and  receive  orders  from  General  Halleck. 

Mitchel’s  division,  10,000  fighting  men,  at  Bowling  Green,  with  a 
brigade  advanced  towards  Nashville — I don’t  know  how  far — and  a 
force  towards  Eussellville.  McCook’s  division,  15,000  fighting  men,  at 
or  near  Bowling  Green  to-night.  Large  details  aiding  to  repair  the 
railroad.  Thomas’  division  just  arriving  at  Bardstown ; will  be  eight 
or  nine  days’  march  from  there  to  Bowling  Green.  Wood’s  division, 
raw  trooi)s,  at  Munfordville,  three  or  four  days’  march  from  Bowling 
Green. 

General  Buell  does  not  think  he  can  advance  on  Nashville  in  force 
without  the  use  of  the  railroad,  and  he  and  Colonel  Scott,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  War,  have  gone  to  look  into  and  hasten  the  work  upon 
it.  The  additional  rolling  stock  has  been  ordered. 

No  news  from  the  rebels  since  General  Buell  last  telegraphed  you. 
He  is  beyond  the  reach  of  telegraph  or  your  message  would  be  for- 
W’arded.  He  is  driving  the  work  on  railroad  and  telegraph  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  Will  deliver  your  message  for  report  as  soon  as  he  returns 
or  comes  within  reach. 

JAMES  B.  EEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General^  Chief  of  Staff. 


Louisville,  February  20,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis: 

General  Buell  is  at  Bowling  Green,  40  miles  beyond  telegraph. 
Your  message  I forwarded  by  telegraph  and  swift  express.  He  may  be 
back  on  Saturday. 

We  have  now  two  divisions,  25,000  fighting  men,  at  Bowling  Green. 
Colonel  Scott  is  with  General  Buell. 

JAMES  B.  EEY, 

Assistant  A djutant-Generalj  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Louisville,  February  20,  1802 — 12  p.  m. 

General  Buell,  Bowling  Green: 

(To  be  forwarded  by  swift  messenger.) 

The  following  just  received  from  General  Halleck,  viz : 

We  are  in  possession  of  Clarksville,  in  large  force,  with  plenty  of  supplies.  Move 
to  that  place  rapidly  by  forced  marches  and  effect  a junction.  Send  all  available 
troops  around  that  can  reach  there  by  water  sooner  than  by  land.  Don’t  hesitate  a 
moment.  If  you  will  come' we  are  sure  of  Nashville  and  Colpmbus,,  and  perhaps 
Memphis  also.  Answer*  yes  or  no. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 

Thomas  had^  one  regiment  and  one  battery  at  Bardstown  to-day.  I 
have  taken  no  action  on  General  Halleck’s  message.  General  McClellan 
wanted  you  at  Jeffersonville  to-night  at  10  o’clock,  to  talk. 

JAMES  B.  FEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Chief  of  Staff, 


Headquarters,  Louisville^  Ify.j  February  20,  1862. 
General  Halleck: 

General  Nielson’s  command  has  but  ten  days’  supply  of  provisions. 
They  will  depend  upon  you,  as  none  are  sent  from  liere  to  the  Cum- 
berland. 

D.  G.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis.,  February  20,  1862. 

Thomas  A.  Scott, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Louisville,  Ky.: 

Have  taken  Clarksville,  with  large  supplies.  General  ./Curtis  has 
again  defeated  Price.  Am  short  of  steamboat  transportation.  Send 
steamers  down  the  Ohioj  also  stores,  if  Buell  moves  on  Clarksville. 
If  he  will  not  move  I shall  try  to  carry  out  my  fflans  without  him. 
Hesitation  and  delay  are  losing  us  the  golden  opportunity.  Can’t  you 
assume  the  responsibility  of  ordering  the  move?  See  my  dispatch  to 
him  of  this  evening. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-  General. 


Cairo,  III.,  February  20,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  District  West  Tennessee : 

I have  received  with  the  highest  gratification  your  reports  and  letters 
from  Fort  Donelson,  so  gallantly  captured  under  your  brilliant  leader- 
ship. I,  in  common  with  the  whole  country,  warmly  congratulate  you 
upon  this  remarkable  achievement,  which  has  broken  the  enemy’s  center, 
dispersed  the  rebels,  and  given  a death-blow  to  secession.  The  prison- 
ers by  thousands  have  arrived  here,  and  will  be  sent  off  by  to-morrow 
to  their  respective  destinations. 
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I have  directed  the  5^000  blankets  and  1,000  overcoats  to  b^  sent  to 
you.  A^ery  few  blankets  are  in  this  office,  General  McClernand  having 
taken,them  all.  If  none  are  to  be  found  to  supply  youi-  wants  here''! 
will  order  them  sent  from  headquarters. 

•Supplies  of  nearly  all  kinds  have  been  forwarded  to  you.  The  teams 
you  wish  havh  been  sent.  The  sick  and  wounded  are  well  pfovideil 
tor  at  Paducah,  Mound  City,  and  here.  If  we  have  too  many  to  look 
after  we  will  send  them  to  Cincinnati  and  Saint  Louis.  Doctojs,  nurses, 
and  all  kinds  of  assistance  and  sympathy  have  been  freely  and  gener- 
ously offered. 

Your  lettePt)f  the  19th  gives  glorious  news  and^  an  earnest  of  con- 
tinued success. 

We  have  newspaper  reports  which  state  2,000  Tennesseeans  have 
cctoe  in  to  you  and  laid  clown  their  arms. 

Again  congratulating  you  and  assuring  you  of  my  continued  ^esteem, 
I am,  &c., 

G.  W.  CULL¥M, 
Brigadier- Gen'eral,  &c. 


Cairo,  February  20,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  AIcCleeYan  : 

Navy  officers  reimrt  it  impossible  tb  get  gun  and  mortar  boats  ready 
for  tep  days.  Six  mortar  boats  up  Cumberland,  and  of  the  orflj'  four 
ready  here  three  are  aground,  and  possibly  cannot  be  gob  off'.^The 
river  falling  fast.  Gunboats  much  damaged  in  battle.  Four-upTum- 
berland,  and  must  have  four  to  watch  movements  from  Columbus.  Had 
spy  there  Tuesday  night,  and  have  scouts  near  to-night^ 

G.  W.  CITLLIJM, 

Brigadier- General. 


L^'ited  States  F^ag  Steamer  Conesto(^a, 

February  20,  1862  {via  CairOj  February  21). 
Secretary^  of  t^e  Navy: 

We  have  possession  of  Clarksville.  The  citizens  b'eing  alarmed,  two- 
thirds  of  them  have  fljedi^  ‘"and  having^ expressed  my  views' and  intentions 
to  the  mayor  and  Ifoih  Cave  J^ohnsOn,  at  their  request  I have  issued  a 
proclamation,*  assuring  all  peaceably-disposed  persoffs  that  they  may 
with  safety  resume  their  business  vocations,  requiring  only  the  military 
stores  and  equipage  to  be  given  up,  and  holding  the  authorities  respon- 
sible that  this  shall  be  done  without  reservation. 

I^left  Fort  Donelson  yesterday  with  the  Conestoga,  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Phelps,  and  Cairo,  Lieutenant-Commander  Bryant,  on  an  armed 
reconnaissance,  bringing  with  me  Colonel  Webster,  of  the  Engineer 
Corps,  and' chief  of  General  Grant’s  staff*,  who,  with  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Phelps,  too^  possession  of  the  principal  fort  and  hoisted  the 
Union  flag.  A Union  sentiment  manifested  itself  as  we  came  up  the 
river. 

The  rebels  have  retreated  to  Nashville,  having  set  fire,  against  the 
remonstrance  of  the  citizens,  to  the  siilendid  railroad  bridge  across  the 
Cumberland  River. 
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I return  to  Fort  Donelson  to-day  for  another  gunboat  and  six  or  eight 
mortar  boats,  with  which  I propose  to  proceed  ni3  the  Cumberland. 

The  rebels  all  have  a terror  of  the  gunboats.  One  of  them,  a short 
distance  above  Fort  Donelson,  had  previously  fired  an  iron-rolling  mill 
belonging  to  Hon.  John  Bell,  which  had  been  used  bv  the  rebels. 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 
Flag-Officer  Naval  Forces. 

(Copy  to  General  Halleck.) 


Washington,  D.  G.,  February  21,  1862—12.30  a.  m. 
General  G.  W.  Gullum,  Cairo : 

Gun  and  mortar  boats  must  be  ready  in  much  less  than  ten  days. 
Call  on  Chicago  for  assistance ; we  cannot  now  stand  on  forms.  From 
two  to  four  gunboats  and  a few  mortar  boats  would  secure  evacuation 
of  CSlumbus.  You  need  have  no  fear  for  Cairo  if  you  have  a respecta- 
ble garrison  there.  The  enemy  will  not  attack  you. 

Ten  days  to  prepare  boats  is  inadmissible ; they  must  be  ready  by 
Monday,  if  you  have  to  take  the  affair  in  charge  yourself. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN^, 

• Major- Ge'i\eralj  Commanding  TJ.  S.  Ar^ny. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  February  21, 1862 — 12.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  Lotis: 

Buell  at  Bowling  Green  knows  more  of  the  state  of  affhirs  than  you 
at  Saint  Louis.  Until  I hear  from  him  I cannot  see  necessity  of  giving 
you  entire  command, 

I expect  to  hear  from  Buell  in  a few  minutes.  I do  not  yet  see  that 
Buell  cannot  control  his  own  line.  I shall  not  lay  your  request  before 
the  Secretary  until  I hear  definitely  from  Buell. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAK 


Washington,  D.  C.,  February  21,  1862 — 1 a.  m. 

General  Buell  : 

Telegraph  me  at  least  once  every  day  the  position  of  your  own  troo^is, 
that  of  the  rebels,  and  the  state  of  affairs.  Unless  I have  this  detailed 
information  I cannot  tell  whether  it  is  necessary  or  not  to  suspend  or 
abandon  my  own  jilans  here,  l^either  Halleck  nor  yourself  give  me 
as  much  detailed  information  as  is  necessary  for  me.  This  is  the  criti- 
cal period,  and  I must  be  constantly  informed  of  the  condition  of  your 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLANT. 

(Similar  dispatch,  same  date,  to  Halleck.) 


Saint  Louis,  vMo.,  February  21,  1862. 

General  McClellan  : 

Curtis  has  taken  Bentonville,  with  wagons  and  baggage  and  a large 
flag  which  was  floating  on  the  court-house. 


G46  OPERATIONS  IN  KY.,  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  S.  W.  VA.  [Chap.  XVIL 

Had  he  better  proceed  to  Fayetteville  or  stop  and  hold  the  mountain 
passes,  while  I send  4,000  men  from  Iron  ton  and  Doniphan  to  take  Poca- 
hontas and  Jacksonport  and  destroy  their  supplies?  I prefer  the 
latter,  but  Curtis  advises  an  advance  to  Fayetteville. 

One  of  my  scouts  was  in  Columbus.  During  the  night  of  the  18th 
some  high  officer  arrived,  and  immense  cheering  at  railroad  depot — 
said  to  be  for  Beauregard.  Mneteen  steamers  in  the  river.  No  prepa- 
rations either  for  advance  or  retreat. 

Navy  officers  say  they  cannot  repair  the  gunboats  in  less  than  ten 
days. 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 


WASHiNaTON,  D.  C.,  February  21 — 7.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Sahh  Louis^  Mo. : 

I think  you  are  entirely  right  in  not  wishing  to  push  Curtis  beyond 
Bentonville.  No  necessity  for  anything  more  than  a party  of  cavalry 
at  Fayetteville.  The  true  line  of  advance  into  Arkansas  "ds  by  Poca- 
hontas and  Jacksonport  j there  you  seriously  threaten  Memphis.  To- 
morrow I shall  hear  definitely  from  Buell  Avhat  he  can  do.  I think  our 
next  move  must  be  on  Nashville  with  least  possible  delay.  As  soon 
as  w^e  can  move  a column  on  Humboldt  or  vicinity  Columbus  will  fall. 
Hurry  repairs  of  gunboats ; work  on  them  day  and  night.  As  soon  as 
enough  of  them  are  ready  to  protect  mortar  boats  send  latter  to  shell 
Columbus. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 
Major-General^  Commanding  TJ.  S.  Army. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  February  21,  1862 — 9.30  p.  m. 

General  Buell: 

The  advance  on  Nashville  is  of  the  greatest  importance.  If  you  can 
make  it  by  the  line  of  the  Cumberland  more  rapidly  than  by  Bowling 
Green  at  once  change  your  line  of  operations,  and  I will  direct  Halleck^s 
troops  on  Memphis  and  Columbus. 

What  is  Thomas’  division  doing  at  Bardstown?  Eapid  movements 
are  now  necessary.  If  railroad  to  Nashville  is  destroyed,  take  the  line 
of  Cumberland  Eiver.  I repeat,  both  Halleck  and  yourself  keep  me 
too  much  in  the  dark.  Your  reports  are  not  sufficiently  numerous  or 
explicit. 

GEO.  B.  MoCLELLAN. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  February  21, 1862. 

General  Halleck: 

What  more  have  you  from  Columbus  ? You  do  not  report  either 
often  or  fully  enough.  Unless  you  keep  me  fully  advised,  you  must  not 
expect  me  to  abandon  my  own  plans  for  yours. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis^  February  21,  1802. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

General-in-Chiefs  Washington : 

General  : For  the  events  of  the  last  two  weeks  I must  refer  you  to 
my  telegrams,  having  had  no  time  to  write.  Onr  successes  on  the  Ten- 
nessee and  Cumberland  and  in  the  Southwest,  together  with  the  strin- 
gent measures  taken  here,  have  completely  crushed  out  the  rebellion 
in  this  city  aiKl  State;  no  more  insurrections,  bridge-burnings,  and 
hoisting  of  rebel  flags.  This  enables  me  to  rapidly  increase  my  force 
in  Tennessee.  N'ashville  and  Columbus  must  soon  fall.  I am,  how- 
ever, perfectly  confident  that  if  you  had  sent  General  Buell  to  the  Cum- 
berland to  co-operate  with  me  both  would  have  been  evacuated  by  this 
time. 

I cannot  possibly  be  mistaken  in  the  strategy  of  the  campaign. 
Threatened  as  I have  continually  been  from  Columbus,  compelling  me 
to  keep  a large  force  at  Cairo  and  Paducah,  I was  too  weak  to  act  with 
promptness  and  elflciency  on  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland.  The 
enemy  made  a terrible  mistake  in  not  falling  back  from  Bowling  Green 
on  Clarksville,  driving  me  out  of  Fort  Henry,  re-enforcing  Fort  Donel- 
son,  and  connecting  again  with  Columbus.  It  is  true  they  would  thus 
have  exposed  Nashville  to  Buell,  but  with  their  river  communication 
they  could  soon  have  reoccupied  Nashville — much  sooner,  I think,  than 
Buell  could  have  reached  it  on  muddy  roads.  They  have  lost  the 
golden  opportunity,  and  I believe  they  will  fall  back  from  Nashville, 
without  a battle,  either  on  Decatur  or  Memphis.  I certainly  should  if 
I were  in  Johnston’s  place.  If  he  should  not,  and  General  Buell  should 
take  the  line  of  the  Cumberland,  so  as  to  co-operate  with  me  on  the 
Tennessee,  the  enemy  would  be  cut  oft  and  forcer!  to  surrender. 

In  your  telegrams  you  comxilain  of  not  getting  returns  from  me  of  the 
numbers  and  positions  of  my  troops.  Certainly  you  do  not  expect  to 
get  information  from  me  which  I cannot  obtain  myself.  I have  worked 
hard  for  months,  issuing  order  after  order  for  returns,  but  the  officers  of 
this  department  are  so  negligent  or  ignorant  of  their  duties  in  this  re- 
spect that  I find  it  impossible  to  obtain  returns  till  long  after  they  cease 
to  be  of  any  use,  as  everything  in  the  mean  time  has  changed.  They 
became  so  negligent  under  the  Fremont  regime  of  all  law,  regulations, 
and  orders  that  it  will  take  time  to  bring  about  a reformation.  I am 
doing  everything  in  my  power  to  effect  it. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Saint  Louis,  February  21,  1862 — 10  p.  m. 
Major-General  McClellan  : 

I find  it  utterly  impossible  to  get  returns  of  either  of  the  regiments 
arriving  or  of  those  sent  with  prisoners.  Moreover,  telegraph  lines 
have  been  defective  and  many  of  my  messages  not  received.  Have 
sent  staff  officers  to  obtain  the  information  wanted.  Have  ordered  a 
gunboat  reconnaissance  to-day  of  Columbus.  Will  send  you  results 
as  soon  as  I get  it. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major- General. 
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Saint  Louis,  February  21,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Cullum,  Cairo: 

Let  me  know  result  of  reconnaissance  as  early  as  possible.  Every- 
thing must  remain  in  statu  quo  till  to-morrow.  I am  awaiting  messages 
from  Kentucky  and  Washington.  If  possible,  notify  Grant,  Phelps,  and 
Commodore  Foote  to  make  no  further  moves  till  they  receive  orders. 

H.  W,  HALLEOK, 

Major-  General. 


Saint-  Louis,  February  21,  1862. 

Thomas  A.  Scott, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War^  Louisville: 

Advices  just  received  from  Clarksville  represent  that  General  A.  S. 
Johnston  has  fallen  back  on  Columbia,  and  that  there  is  very  little 
preparation  for  a stand  at  Kashville.  General  Grant  and  Commodore 
Foote  say  the  road  is  now  open  and  are  impatient.  Can’t  you  come 
down  to  "the  Cumberland  and  divide  the  responsibility  with  me?  If 
so,  I will  immediately  prepare  to  go  ahead.  I am  tired  of  waiting  foj 
action  in  Washington.  They  will  not  understand  the  case.  It  is  as 
plain  as  daylight  to  me. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


War  Department,  February  21^  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis,  3fo.  : 

Your  plan  of  organization  has  been  transmitted  to  me  by  Mr.  Scott 
and  strikes  me  very  favorablj^,  but  on  account  of  the  domestic  afdic- 
tion  of  the-  President  I hnve  not  yet  been  able  to  submit  it  W him. 
The  brilliant  results  oFthe  energetic  action  in  the  West  tills  the  Nation 
with  joy. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 


Paducah,  February  24,  1862^ 

General  Cullum: 

General  Grant  and  myself  consider  this  a good  time  to  move  on  Nash- 
ville. Six  mortar  boats  and  two  iron-clad  steamers  can  precede  the 
troops  and  shell  the  forl^s.  We  were  about  moving  for  this  purpose 
when  General  Grant,  to  my  astonishment,  received  a telegram  from 
General  Halleck  not  to  let  the  gunboats  go  higher  than  Clarksville. 
No  telegram.  The  Cumberland  is  in  a good  stage  of  water,  and  Gen- 
eral Grant  and  I believe  that  we  cafii  take  Nashville.  Please  ask  Gen- 
eral Hjdleck  if  we  shall  do  it.  We  will  talk  per  telegraph.  Captain 
Phelps  representing  me  in  the  office. 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 

Flag-Officer. 


Paducah,  February  21,  1862. 

General  Cullum  : 

From  information  gleaned  in  Clarksville  we  believe  the  panic  in 
Nashville  is  veiy  great,  and  that  the  city  will  be  surrendered  without 
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a figlit  if  a force  proceeds  at  once  against  it.  General  Jolinston  is 
reported  to  be  gathering  his  scattered  forces  at  Columbia. 

S.  L.  PHELPS. 


Cairo,  February  21,  1862. 

Major-General  Halleck  ; 

Strength  at  Bird’s  Point:  Infantry,  4,181;  cavalry,  1,284;  twelve 
field  guns. 

Port  Holt : Infantry,  560 ; cavalry,  420 ; artillery,  sixteen  field  guns. 
Cairo:  Infantry,  2,642;  artillery,  6 guns;  sappers  and  miners,  75 
men,  not  counting  forts. 

E.  A.  PAINE, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

Fort  Donelson^  February  21,  1862. 

General  0.  E.  Smith, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

You  will  proceed  to  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  with  so  much  of  your  com- 
mand as  transportation  is  now  ready  for,  and  occupy  ground  about  the 
forts  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river. 

I have  no  special  directions  to  give  that  will  not  naturally  suggest 
themselves  to  you,  such  as  keeping  the  men  from  going  into  private 
houses  and  annoying  the  citizens  generally.  There  is  said  to  be  a large 
quantity  of  army  stores  at  Clarksville,  which  by  calling  upon  the  mayor 
of  the  city  will  be  given  uj)  to  our  use. 

H.  S.  GRANT, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  West  Tennessee, 

No.  6.  1 Fort  Donelsonj  February  21,  1862. 

Troops  in  this  military  district  will  be  brigaded  and  assigned  to 
divisions  in  the  following  order,  to  wit: 

First  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  A.  McClernand,  commanding : 

First  Brigade : Eighth,  Twenty-ninth,  Thirtieth,  and  Thirty-first 
Illinois  Infantry,  Dresser’s  battery,  Dollins’,  O’Harnett’s,  and  Carmi- 
chael’s cavalry. 

Second  Brigade : Eleventh,  Eighteenth,  Twentieth,  and  Forty-fifth 
Illinois  Infantry,  First  Battalion  of  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  Tay- 
lor’s battery. 

Third  Brigade:  Seventeenth,  Forty-third,  Forty-ninth,  and  Fifty- 
second  Illinois  Infantry,  and  McAllister’s  and  Schwartz’s  batteries. 

Second  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  C.  F.  Smith  commanding : 

First  Brigade:  Second,  Seventh,  Twelfth,  and  Fourteenth  Iowa  In- 
fantry, and  Second  Battalion  of  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry. 

Second  Brigade : Ninth  and  Twelfth  Illinois  and  Thirteenth  and  Six- 
teenth Missouri  Infantry,  Willard’s  battery,  and  detachment  Regular 
Cavalry. 

Third  Brigade : Seventh,  Fiftieth,  Fifty-seventh,  and  Fifty-eighth 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  two  companies  Second  Illinois  Cavalry. 

The  battalion  of  artillery  commanded  by  Major  Caveuder  will  be 
attached  to  the  Second  Division  at  large. 
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Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  L.  Wallace,  commanding : 

First  Brigade : Eighth  Missouri,  Eleventh,  Twenty -fourth,  and  Fifty- 
second  Indiana  Infantry,  and  Bulliss’  battery. 

Second  Brigade : First  Nebraska  and  Fifty-eighth,  Sixty -eighth,  and 
Seventy-eighth  Ohio  Infantry,  and  four  companies  of  Curtis’  Horse. 

Third  Brigade : Twentieth,  Fifty-sixth,  and  Seventy-sixth  Ohio  and 
Twenty-third  Indiana  Infantry,  and  the  remainder  of  Curtis’  Horse. 

Fourth  Division,  Brig.  Cen.  S.  A.  Hurlbut,  commanding : 

First  Brigade : Fifteenth,  Twenty-eighth,  Thirty-second,  and  Forty- 
first  Illinois  Infantry,  and  Burrows’  battery  of  light  artillery. 

Second  Brigade:  Twenty-fifth  Indiana,  Fourteenth,  Forty-sixth, and 
Forty-eighth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  Mann’s  battery  of  light  artillery. 

Third  Brigade:  Thirty-first  and  Forty-fourth  Indiana  and  Seven- 
teenth and  Twenty-fifth  Kentucky  Infantry,  and  Third  Battalion  Fourth 
Illinois  Cavalry. 

The  senior  colonels  of  brigades  will  command  them  in  every  instance. 

Brigade  commanders  will  select  from  the  regimental  quartermasters 
of  their  commands  one  to  act  as  brigade  commissary. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant: 

JNO.  A.  EAWLINS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- GeJieral. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  West  Tennessee, 

No.  7.  / Fort  Bonelsonj  February  21,  1862. 

Division  and  brigade  commanders  will  take  immediate  steps  to  pre- 
vent soldiers  of  their  command  from  passing  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
field  works  of  Fort  Donelson. 

All  depredations  committed  upon  citizens  must  be  summarily  pun- 
ished. 

Patrols  will  be  sent  out  daily  by  division  commanders,  and  all  sol- 
diers found  outside  the  works  without  a pass  approved  by  the  division 
commanders  will  be  brought  into  camp  and  punished  by  regimental 
commanders. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Grant : 

JNO.  A.  EAWLINS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


WASHmaTON,  February  21,  1862. 

J.  B.  Fry,  Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Louisville: 

It  will  be  better  for  all  concerned  if  you  will  keep  us  fully  advised 
about  matters  in  Kentucky.  The  general  is  embarrassed  all  the  time 
for  want  of  definite  information  from  both  Generals  Halleck  and  Buell. 
Your  dispatch  of  to-day  was  more  definite  than  any  yet  received  from 
either  party  since  they  left  Washington.  This  is  strictly  private. 

A.  V.  COLBUEN. 


BowLiNa  Green,  February  21,  1862. 
General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis: 

I shall  start  from  here  to-morrow,  and  expect  to  be  opposite  or  near 
Nashville  to-morrow  night.  Move  up  the  river  with  your  gunboats, 
but  without  exposing  them  unnecessarily. 

D.  G.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General, 
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Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Faducahy  February  21,  18G2. 

General  D.  C.  Buell, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  OhiOj  Louisvilley  Ky. : 

Generic  : I arrived  here  to-day  5 reported  to  General  Sherman,  whom 
I found  in  command.  Immediately  four  of  my  regiments  were  detached 
and  sent  to  Cairo,  viz : Thirty-fourth,  Forty-third,  Forty-sixth,  Forty- 
seventh  Indiana  Volunteers,  leaving  me  here  with  six  regiments  of  my 
division,  viz  : Twenty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteers,  Fifty-first  Ohio  Volun- 
teers, Thirty-sixth  Indiana,  Colonel  Aininen,  and  the  Forty-first  Ohio 
Volunteers,  Sixth  Ohio  Volunteers,  Sixth  Kentucky,  Colonel  Hazen; 
also  I have  General  Crittenden,  with  three  regiments.  One  of  the  regi- 
ments sent  to  Cairo  was  his,  viz,  the  Forty-third  Indiana. 

At  this  rate  the  Fourth  Division  of  the  Ohio  will  disappear,  and  I 
will  be  without  a command. 

I have  directed  the  brigadiers  to  retain  the  regiments  on  their  reports, 
remarking  that  they  are  detached  at  Cairo. 

It  does  seem  to  me  that  as  we  were  sent  here  from  another  depart- 
ment the  organization  of  the  brigades  and  division  might  have  been 
left  intact. 

We  debark  to-morrow  morning  and  go  into  camxi. 

There  are  nearly  1,000  men  of  Crittenden’s  brigade  yet  at  Calhoun 
that  are  fit  for  duty.  Will  you  order  them  to  join  their  regiments  ? 

I sent  an  order  the  day  before  I left  Camp  Wicklilfe  to  Colonel  Wag- 
ner, who  is  on  Green  Eiver,  to  return  certain  men  of  the  Sixth  Ohio 
Volunteers,  who  were  emiiloyed  repairing  arms,  to  their  regiments,  in 
order  that  they  might  march  with  it.  This  Colonel  Wagner  failed  to 
do.  I inclose  a copy  of  the  order,  and  beg  to  request  that  the  men 
whose  names  are  inclosed  be  ordered  to  join  their  regiments. 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  KELSOK, 
Brigadier-  General, 


Bowlinh  Green,  February  21,  1862. 

Captain  Fry,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Order  Thomas  to  Louisville  by  forced  marches,  to  embark  for  the 
Cumberland.  In  the  mean  time  get  the  transports  ready,  so  that  there 
shall  be  no  delay.  Send  all  the  efficient  batteries  and  Smith’s  cavalry 
in  the  same  way.  Order  my  guard  forward  by  railroad  to-morrow. 
Come  yourself,  with  all  the  officers  of  the  staff  that  I have  intended  to 
accompany  us,  as  soon  as  possible.  Bring  the  operator  employed  to 
accompany  me.  I will  order  Wood  and  Boyle  forward.  Hurry  Bruce 
forward,  and  direct  him  to  report  to  General  Wood.  Send  a boat  to 
take  the  battery  at  Calhoun  up  the  Cumberland,  to  report  to  General 
Kelson.  I will  send  orders  to  Jackson  to  march  across.  Have  the 
pontoon  bridge  sent  forward  by  the  first  train  after  the  track  is  laid. 
Send  no  more  wagons  beyond  the  mouth  of  Salt  Eiver  until  further 
orders.  Don’t  let  these  matters  delay  the  railroad  bridge.  I send  a 
dispatch  for  Halleck. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  Generaly  Co  mm  anding. 
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Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Camp  near  Bardstoivn,  Ky, 
Brigadier-General  Buell,  Louisville : 

I have  sent  back  to  hurry  the  regiments  up,  but  the  roads  from  Som- 
erset to  Lebanon  are  in  such  bad  condition  that  I doubt  if  the  last 
regiment  can  get  up  before  Sunday. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier- General  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


War  Department,  February  22,  1862. 
Major-General  Halle CK,  Saint  Louis ^ Mo. : 

Your  telegram  of  yesterday,*  together  with  Mr.  Scott’s  reports,  have 
this  morning  been  submitted  to  the  President,  who,  after  full  consider- 
ation of  the  subject,  does  not  think  any  change  in  the  organization  of 
the  Army  or  the  military  departments  at  present  advisable.  He  desires 
and  expects  you  and  General  Buell  to  co-operate  fully  and  zealously 
with  each  other,  and  would  be  glad  to  know  whether  there  has  been 
any  failure  of  co-operation  in  any  particular. 

EDWm  M.  STAYTOY, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Louisville,  February  22,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

General  Buell  still  at  Bowling  Green.  Your  messages  have  been  for- 
warded by  telegraph  to  Munfordville,  thence  by  rail  to  Cave  City,  and 
thence  by  swift  exi)ress  to  Bowling  Green.  Telegraph  men  promise  to 
open  through  to  Bowling  Green  to-morrow.  McCook’s  division  is  not 
yet  at  Bowling  Greeny  has  large  working  parties  on  the  railroad. 
B abroad  promises  to  send  train  to  Barren  Eiver  on  Sunday,  but 
McCook  does  not  think  they  will  succeed.  General  Thomas’  division — 
10,000  fighting  men — is  on  the  march  from  Somerset,  and  is  moving  by 
Bardstown  to  keep  on  the  turnpike,  dirt  roads  being  impassable. 

The  division  is  scattered,  and  the  head  of  the  column  is  halted  at 
Bardstown,  to  close  up.  I telegraphed  him  to-day  that  he  must  hasten 
his  rear  regiments.  He  will  move  south  by  Bardstown  and  Kew  Haven 
turnpike.  I will  spur  him  again.  Boyle’s  brigade,  about  2,800  fight- 
ing men,  is  at  Glasgow,  not  assigned  to  a division. 

Bruce’s  brigade,  about  2,000  fighting  men,  good  ones,  at  Munford- 
ville, not  assigned  to  a division.  Mitchel  reported  yesterday  that  he 
would  have  a brigade  at  Franklin  to-day ) he  has  a small  force  at  Bus- 
sell ville.  He  has  repaired  one  locomotive  and  has  it  running  with  a few 
cars  from  Bowling  Green  towards  Franklin  and  Bnssellville.  I don’t 
know  condition  of  railroad  from  Bowling  Green  down,  except  that  it  is 
but  little,  if  any,  injured  as  far  down  as  our  cavalry  has  been — about 
Franklin,  and  perhaps  farther.  Good  to  Bussellvilie ; have  not  heard 
beyond  that  point.  Mitchel’s,  McCook’s,  Thomas’,  and  Wood’s  divisions, 
and  a new  division  to  be  formed  of  Bruce’s  and  Boyle’s  brigades,  give 
about  50,000  fighting  men  for  Nashville. 

There  is  a turnpike  from  Bowling  Green  to  Nashville  j none  from 
Bowling  Green  to  Clarksville.  Buell  is  so  far  beyond  telegraph  station 
(40  miles),  that  there  is  necessarily  great  delay  in  his  answering  your 
dispatches. 

JAMES  B.  FBY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Bowling  Green,  February  22,  18G2. 

To  tlie  Commanding  Officer 

United  States  Forces^  Glarlcsville: 

Sir:  I am  marching  on  Kasliville.  My  advance  will  probable  be 
within  9 miles  of  that  place  to-night.  Yonr  gunboats  should  move 
forward  instantly.  I believe  they  will  meet  no  serious  opposition. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Louisville,  February  22,  1862. 

(Eeceived  February  23,  1862.) 

General  Thomas,  Bardstown: 

iMove  for  Louisville  with  your  whole  division,  including  the  First 
Ohio  Cavalry^  now  at  Bardstown,  by  forced  marches.  Transports  will 
be  ready  for  you  to  embark  for  thb  Cumberland.  Lose  no  time. 

By  comurand: 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 

Assistant  Adjutant^ enefal,-  Chief  of  Staff, 


LouisyillE',  February  22,  1862 — 1 p.  m. 
General  Buell,  Bowling  Green: 

Nothing  new.  Thomas’  division  will  be  at  Bardstown  to-morrow. 
Had  he  not  better' x)ush  On  towards  Green  River?  I have  ordered 
Jackson’s  cavalry  and  Behr’s  battery  to  march  from  Calhoun  to  Bowl- 
ing Greem  Jackson  knows  the  country  and  will  get  forage.  General 
McClellan  is  ipipatient,  as  you  will  see  by  his  messages.  I have  tele- 
graphed him  twice,  giving  such  information  as  I thought  pertinent. 
Hope  you  won’t  go  forward  without  letting  me  get  down. 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Chief  ^f  Staff, 


Headquarters,  Louisville^  February  22,  1862. 
General  Thomas,  Bardstown: 

I am  directed  to  urge  yoii  to  use  all  possible  dispatch  in  closing  your 
division,^nd  preparing  if  for  a rapid  march. 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Chief  of  Staff, 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Cam;p  near  Bardstown^  Ky.,  February  22,  1862. 
Capt.^J.  B.  Fry,  Louisville^  Ky.: 

I,am  using  every  exertion  to  concentrate  my  division  at  this  point. 
It  rained  two  days  ago  as  I never  saw  it  rain  before.  It  has  done  the 
same  to-day.  Nevertheless  I hope  all  the  regiments  will  reach  here 
to-morrow,  excei)t,  perhaps.  Colonel  Fry’s  Fourth  Kentucky,  which 
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was  left  at  Somerset  to  guard  the  public  property  until  the  arrival  of 
Landram’s  regiment. 

If  forage  is  provided  for  me  at  l^ew  Haven  by  Monday,  I can  march 
my  whole  division  to  Munfordville  close  ui3  by  Wednesdav  afternoon. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Brigadier- General^  U.  8.  Volunteers^  Com^nanding. 


Hdqrs.  Fourth  Division,  Army  of  the  Ohio, 

Paducah^  February  22,  1862. 
General  Halleck,  &g.^  Saint  LouiSj  Mo.: 

Sir:  Under  orders  from  General  Buell  I came  to  this  point  with  my 
division  to  report  to  you.  Finding  General  Sherman  hero^  I reported 
to  him. 

My  division  consists  of  the  Tenth  Brigade,  Army  of  the  Ohio,  Col. 
J.  Ammen,  commanding:  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  Yoliinteers,  Fifty-first 
Ohio  Volunteers,  Thirty-sixth  Indiana  Volunteers,  Thirty-fourth  In- 
diana Volunteers.  Nineteenth  Brigade,  Colonel  Hazen,  commanding: 
Forty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteers,  Sixth  Kentucky  Volunteers,  Forty-sixth 
Indiana  Volunteers,  Forty-seventh  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  the  Sixth 
Ohio  Volunteers,  attached  to  Hazen’s. 

Two  brigades  of  Brigadier-General  Crittenden  were  also  assigned  to 
my  command,  and  I was  directed  to  ask  they  be  reunited  in  my  division. 

General  Crittenden  is  here,  with  one  of  his  brigades,  consisting  of  the 
Forty-second  Indiana  Volunteers,  Forty-third  Indiana  Volunteers,  Elev- 
enth Kentucky  Volunteers,  Twenty-sixth  Kentucky  Volunteers,  Colonel 
Jones,  commanding.  His  other  brigade  is  at  Fort  Donelson. 

Immediately  upon  my  arrival  here  fonr  of  these  regiments,  viz.  Thirty- 
fourth,  Forty-sixth,  Forty-seventh  Indiana,  and  the  Forty-third  Indiana, 
the  first  three  from  my  division  and  the  last  one  from  Crittenden^s, 
were  ordered  to  Cairo. 

I have  the  honor  to  request  that  these  regiments  be  not  taken  from  my 
division,  but  that,  when  the  exigencies  of  the  service  will  permit,  they 
be  sent  back  to  me. 

I have  spent  two  months’  hard  labor  getting  the  three  regiments  of 
mine  that  are  at  Cairo  into  condition,  and  now  that  I am  moving  into 
the  presence  of  the  enemy  it  is  not  pleasant  to  have  them  taken  from 
me. 


Very  respectfully, 


WM.  NELSON, 

Brigadier- General. 


P.  S. — There  are  also  attached  to  my  division  and  with  me  here  three 
batteries  of  artillery,  under  Major  Kace : Battery  F,  First  Ohio  Volun- 
teers; Battery  10,  Second  Indiana  Artillery;  Battery  8,  Second  Indiana 
Artillery  ; also  two  companies  of  Indiana  cavalry,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Klein. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Hist,  of  West  Tennessee, 

No.  8.  / Fort  Donelson^  February  22,  1862. 

Col.  M.  D.  Leggett,  Seventy-eighth  Ohio  Volunteers,  is  appointed 
acting  provost-marshal  until  a suitable  person  for  the  position  can  be 
designated,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  resiiected  accordingly. 
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In  all  cases  where  it  may  he  deemed  necessary  to  refer  to  higher 
authority,  Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  Hurlbut,  second  in  authority,  will  be  ap- 
pealed to. 

Tennessee,  by  her  rebellion,  having  ignored  all  laws  of  the  IJnited 
St^^tes,  no  courts  will  be  allowed  to  sit  under  State  authorities,  but  all 
cases  coming  within  reach  of  the  military  arm  will  be  adjudicated  by 
the  authorities  the  Government  has  established  within  tlie  State.  • 

Martial  law  is  therefore  declared  to  extend  over  West  Tennessee. 
Whenever  a sufficient  number  of  the  citizens  of  the  State  return  to 
their  allegiance  to  maintain  law  and  order  over  this  territory  the  mili- 
tary restriction  here  indicated  will  be  removed. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Grant : 

JNO.  A.  EAWLINS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Department  or  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  23  [21],  1862. 

E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

One  whole  week  has  been  lost  already  by  hesitation  and  delay.  There 
was,  and  I think  there  still  is,  a golden  opportunity  to  strike  a fatal 
blow,  but  I canT  do  it  unless  I can  control  BuelPs  army.  I am  perfectly 
willing  to  act  as  General  McClellan  dictates  or  to  take  any  amount  of 
responsibility.  To  succeed  we  must  be  prompt.  I have  explained 
everything  to  General  McClellan  and  Assistant  Secretary  Scott.  There 
is  not  a moment  to  be  lost.  Give  me  authority,  and  I will  be  responsible 
for  results. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-  General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  23,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Sherman,  Paducah: 

Flag-Officer  Foote,  Cairo: 

All  available  gunboats  to  be  sent  to  Clarksville,  prepared  for  a move- 
ment up  the  Cumberland.  I think  mortar  boats  will  be  of  little  use  on 
this  exi)edition.  If  Commodore  Foote  agrees  with  me,  let  them  be  sent 
down  for  defense  of  Cairo.  I am  waiting  for  telegraphic  line  to  be 
opened  to  Fort  Henry,  to  communicate  with  General  Grant.  In  the 
mean  time  tell  him  that  I wish  to  have  about  20,600  men  concentrated  at 
Clarksville,  including  Smith’s  and  N'elson’s  divisions.  Proper  garrisons 
should  be  detailed  for  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson.  All  other  forces 
should  be  encamped  opposite  Danville  bridge,  to  await  further  orders. 
Cavalry  and  field  artiliery  to  be  ready  to  move  between  the  two  rivers. 
One  gunboat  to  be  stationed  near  Danville  bridge.  All  others  not 
required  for  defense  of  Cairo  to  be  at  Clarksville,  ready  for  service. 
Abundant  ammunition  to  be  taken  along.  See  to  this.  There  is  a 
great  and  decisive  contest  awaiting  us.  Be  ready  for  it.  Answer,  and 
give  all  you  know  of  present  state  of  affairs.  Encouraging  news  con- 
tinually coming  in  from  the  Southwest. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 
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Thirty-seven  Miles  from  Nashville, 

February  23,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan  : 

I have  endeavored  to  keep  you  quite  well  informed  of  my  plans  and 
movements.  Thomas’  division  was,  as  I previously  informed  you,’  on 
its  .way  to  Nashville,  via  Bardstown,  that  being  the  only  practicable 
route;  but  in  order  to  expedite  its  arrival  on  Cumberland  Eiver  and  in 
consequence  of  subsequent  developments  I ordered  it  on  the  21st  instant 
to  proceed  b^'  forced  marches  to  Louisville  and  embark.  I have  also 
ordered  some  other  troops  by  the  same  route  that  could  reach  Nashville 
sooner  that  way  than  by  the  land.  I am  moving  with  one  division 
(Mitchel’s),  without  baggage,  by  forced  marches,  on  Nashville.  My 
pickets  are  now  in  front  of  the  city,  and  but  for  the  destruction  of  the 
railroad  by  the  heavy  rains  I should  have  been  there  myself  to-day 
with  the  advance.  I expect  to  reach  there  to-morrow,  and  by  Tuesday 
night  or  Wednesday  expect  to  have  the  principal  part  of  the  division 
iqi.  Two  regiments  here,  unable  to  cross  the  river  at  Bowling  Green  in 
consequence  of  the  flood. 

My  troops  are  moving  forward  everywhere  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
The  arrival  of  a steamer  at  Bowling  Green  to-day  will  enable  them  to 
cross  the  river  rapidly  and  come  up  to  me  soon.  I would  advise  that 
positive  instructions  be  given  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  General 
Halleck’s  troops  until  the  work  nearest  at  hand  is  disposed  of.  It 
appears  pretty  well  established  that  the  enemy  have  mostly  retired 
from  Nashville,  with  the  determination  of  making  a stand  at  Mur- 
freesborough.  They  have  burned  the  bridge  at  Nashville. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Thirty-six  Miles  from  Nashville, 

February  23,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

Nashville  all  right.  Men  wearied  by  excessive  marching  and  toil. 
Before  Columbus  or  Memphis  is  struck  the  rebel  army  of  over  40,000 
men  in  Middle  Tennessee  shoifld  be  crushed.  To  do  this  safely  a little 
time  must  be  given.  Large  detachments  we  believe,  from  rumors  that 
reach  us,  have  left  Manassas ; of  the  truth  of  which  you  of  course  know. 

Generals  Buell  and  Halleck  can  effect  the  capture  or  surrender  of 
Columbus  and  Memphis  as  easily  as  they  have  secured  the  other  im- 
portant positions  of  the  enemy.  Give  them  help  in  the  shape  of  good 
soldiers  and  you  are  certain  to  achieve  great  results. 

THOMAS  A.  SCOTT, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Louisville,  February  23,  1862 — 2 a.  m. 
Major-General  McClellan,  Washington : 

General  Buell  telegraphs  General  Halleck  that  he  will  be  opposite 
or  near  Nashville  to-morrow  night,  and  asks  General  Halleck  to  move 
up  the  river  with  his  gunboats,  but  without  exposing  them  unnecessa- 
rily. I don’t  know  what  force  General  Buell  moves  with,  but  presume 
it  is  Mitchel’s  and  McCook’s  divisions.  He  has  ordered  forward  Wood’s 
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division  and  Boyle’s  and  Bruce’s  brigades.  Thomas’  division  from  Bards- 
town  comes  to  Louisville  by  forced  marches.  He  should  be  here  in  two 
days,  and  will  embark  at  once  and  proceed  up  the  Cumberland.  Tliis 
puts  the  entire  fighting  force  en  route  for  Nashville.  I will  complete 
the  arrangements  and  orders  for  Thomas’  division  this  morning,  and. 
with  the  staff  and  outfit  for  the  field  will  join  General  Buell.  He 
gives  me  no  information  with  reference  to  the  enemy. 

The  work  on  the  railroad  is  not  completed,  and  the  general  sent  to 
Louisville  to-day  for  material  for  Barren  River  bridge.  I presume  he 
intends  to  transfer  his  operations  from  the  Louisville  line  to  the  line 
of  the  Cumberland,  striking  the  latter  near  Nashville  instead  of  at 
Clarksville. 

Thomas  should  join  by  the  river  in  six  days,  provided  he  moves  more 
rapidly  than  heretofore. 

JAMES  B.  FEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Chief  of  Staff. 


Louisville,  February  23,  1862 — 8 p.  m. 
Major-General  McClellan,  Washington: 

I have  heard  nothing  from  General  Buell  to-day. 

The  boats  are  coming  in  for  Thomas’  division.  He  will  not  be  here 
until  Tuesday.  Have  ordered  him  to  embark  Tuesday  night.  The  staff, 
one  company  of  cavalry,  and  two  comiianies  of  Sixteenth  United  States 
Infantry  move  at  12  m.  to-morrow  on  steamer  Prioress  j four  com- 
panies of  Eighteenth  United  States  Infantry  and  two  companies  United 
States  cavalry  move  at  8 a.  m.  to-morrow  on  steamer  Eitzhugh.  Three 
field  and  one  rifie  siege  battery,  being  in  addition  to  the  batteries  of 
divisions,  go  on  board  to-morrow.  All  these  will  precede  Thomas’  divis- 
ion, and  hope  to  join  General  Buell  on  the  Cumberland  near  Nashville 
in  forty  hours. 

Railroad  repairs  between  Cave  City  and  Bowling  Green  progress 
slowly.  It  was  promised  a train  should  go  to  Barren  River  to-day ; it 
cannot  be  done  before  Wednesday.  Telegraph  through  to  Bowling 
Green. 

One  regiment  here  en  route  to  General  Halleck,  and  another  coming 
down  between  here  and  Cincinnati. 

Captain  Greene,  assistant  adjutant-general,  with  department  records, 
remains  in  Louisville. 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Louisville,  February  23,  1862. 

General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis: 

General  Buell  wants  boats  to  transport  a large  division  up  the  Cum- 
berland River.  Send  all  the  large  Ohio  River  boats  from  Cairo,  Padu- 
cah, and  Smithland  to  Louisville,  so  that  they  will  reach  here  to-morrow 
night.  Our  large  boats  are  all  down  the  river,  and  we  can’t  move  till 
they  come  up. 


42  R R — VOL  yii 


JAMES  B.  FRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri 

Saint  Louis,  February  23,  1862. 

J.  B.  Fry,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Louisville,  Ky.: 

I cannot  understand  liow  you  can  want  boats  sent  to  Louisville  to 
transport  troops  up  the  Cumberland.  We  have  no  transports  to  spare. 
On  the  contrary,  I have  asked  Assistant  Secretary  Scott  to  send  down 
all  he  can  spare  from  the  Ohio. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Cairo,  February  23,  1862. 

General  Buell: 

Just  returned  from  an  armed  reconnaissance  of  Columbus,  which  is 
not  evacuated.  Was  within  less  than  2 miles  of  river  batteries. 

G.  W.  CULLUM, 
Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville,  Ky.,  February  23,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

Sir  : The  general  commanding  the  department  directs  that  your 
division  move  to  Louisville  by  forced  marches  and  embark  without 
delay  for  the  Cumberland  Eiver.  Colonel  Swords,  assistant  quarter- 
master-general, is  instructed  to  have  boats  in  readiness  for  you. 

The  general  directs  that  you  embark  your  division  and  form  a junc- 
tion with  him  near  Nasliville  with  all  possible  dispatch.  He  is  moving 
by  forced  marches  from  Bowling  Green. 

Major-General  Halleck  has  been  requested  to  send  the  gunboats  up 
the  Cumberland  in  advance  of  your  arrival,  so  as  to  render  the  river 
secure.  It  would  be  well  for  you  to  inform  yourself  at  Fort  Donelson 
and  Clarksville  in  relation  to  the  whereabouts  and  movements  of  the 
gunboats.  As  the  enemy  has  abandoned  Clarksville,  it  is  presumed 
he  has  gone  to  Nashville,  and  that  the  river  is  open  to  the  vicinity  of 
that  city.  Supplies  have  been  ordered  to  be  put  on  board  your  trans- 
ports. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  FEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Chief  of  Staff, 


Headquart  rs, 

Louisville,  February  23,  1862 — 10  o’clock. 
General  Thomas,  Bardstown: 

Have  you  received  my  telegraph  of  22d  to  move  to  Louisville  by 
forced  march  ? When  will  you  be  liere  Answer.  Let  the  First  Ohio 
Cavalry  come  through  at  once  and  get  aboard. 

JAMES  B.  FEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Chief  of  Staff, 
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Headquarters  First  Division,  Dept,  of  the  Ohio, 

Camjp  near  Bordstown,  Ky.j  February  23,  1862 — 12  m. 
Capt.  J.  B.  Fry,  Louisville^  Ky,: 

I have  just  received  your  telegram.  I will  send  orders  to  the  First 
Ohio  Cavalry  immediately.  I will  move  to-morrow  morning,  and  if  the 
roads  are  in  good  order  hope  to  be  in  Louisville  Tuesday  by  noon,  with 
the  whole  of  my  division  except  Colonel  Fry’s  regiment,  which  remained 
at  Somerset  as  a guard*,  and  has  not  yet  got  up.  He  will  probably 
arrive  on  Wednesday. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  U.  S,  Volunteers, 


February  23-25. 

Col,  J,  AmmerDs  diary  of  movement  from  Paducah^  Ky.^  to  Nashville^ 

Tenn, 


[Extracts.] 

February  23. — Our  fleet  [at  Paducah]  has  orders  to  raise  steam  to 
follow  the  Diana,  the  flag-boat  and  headquarters  of  General  Nelson j 
destination  not  named.  Eight  a.  m.  the  Diana  starts  up  the  Ohioj 
the  other  boats  follow  at  intervals.  Diana  steams  up  the  Cumber- 
land ; other  boats  follow ; and  now  we  conclude  that  this  division  is 
bound  for  Tennessee — Nashville,  &c.  Pass  Fort  Donelson  in  the  night; 
do  not  stoj). 

Land  at  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  about  8 a.  m.,  24th.  Call  on  my  old  friend 
and  brave  soldier  General  C.  F.  Smith,  who  is  in  command  at  Clarks- 
ville. In  1837  we  were  stationed  at  the  same  post,  lieutenants  U.  S. 
Artillery,  and  have  not  met  since  that  time  until  this  morning.  We 
both  forgot  that  we  are  growing  old,  and  met  as  young  lieutenants  of 
the  Kegular  Army. 

February  24. — About  noon  the  Diana  steamed  up  the  Cumberland, 
and  the  Woodward  followed  near  ; the  other  boats  started  in  turn. 
The  river  is  high,  the  night  dark,  and  the  rebels  may  have  batteries 
on  the  banks  as  they  had  below.  We  proceed  slowly  and  with  cau- 
tion; one  gunboat  in  advance,  just  before  the  Diana.  The  boats  run 
against  the  trees  in  the  dark;  no  serious  injury.  On  we  go,  and  would 
not  be  surprised  to  receive  a shot  from  shore. 

February  25. — Dawn;  something  like  a battery  on  the  bank  a mile  or 
more  up  the  river  is  observed.  The  Woodward  is  signaled  to  come  u}) 
to  the  Diana.  General  Nelson  orders  me  to  land  with  some  companies 
and  make  a reconnaissance.  When  we  reached  the  battery  (Fort  Zolli- 
coffer,  5 miles  below  Nashville)  the  rebels  had  deserted  the  place.  The 
fires  had  not  yet  completed  their  work  of  burning  gun-carriages,  &c. 
Twelve  large  cannon  dismounted  ; four  6-pounders,  all  spiked ; cannon- 
balls and  shells  in  large  quantities  and  railroad  iron ; fort  leveled. 
After  this  examination  we  proceeded  to  the  city  and  the  Tenth  Bri- 
gade took  position  on  the  public  square.  General  Nelson  crossed  the 
river  to  meet  General  Buell,  Mitcliel,  &c.,  and  remained  absent  until 
towards  evening.  I was  the  senior  officer  in  Nashville. 

About  noon  the  mayor,  &c.,  called  on  me  to  furnish  them  a pass  to 
General  Buell,  to  enable  them  to  ask  for  terms  of  surrender.  The  rebel 
forces  retired  as  we  entered  Nashville.  Some  of  our  troops  occupied 
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positions  on  the  suburbs.  During  the  day  many  persons  called  on  me 
and  professed  that  they  always  had  been  Union  men  5 told  who  were 
rebels,  &c.;  mutually  accused  each  other;  and  some  informed  me  where 
Confederate  provisions  and  clothing  had  been  stored.  The  places  were 
examined,  and  tons  of  salt  pork  were  found,  flour,  forage,  &c.,  but  not 
much  clothing.  The  manufactory  for  small-arms  and  the  material  in  the 
building  were  taken  possession  of. 

In  the  evening  we  marched  to  a large  spring  near  the  Fair  Grounds, 
east  side  of  the  city.  Troops  are, crossing  the  river  and  taking  position 
on  the  different  roads.  There  are  some  good  Union  men,  but  many 
more  rebels;  not  a few  that  were  pressed  into  the  rebel  service,  as  they 
claim.  Hard  to  believe  all  they  say. 

* m ^ * 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

^aint  Louis^  February  24,  1862. 

E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  lUar,  Washington : 

If  it  is  thought  that  the  present  arrangement  is  best  for  the  public 
service,  I have  nothing  to  say.  I have  done  my  duty  in  making  the 
suggestions,  and  leave  it  to  my  superiors  to  adopt  or  reject  them. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


Louisville,  February  24,  1862 — ^9  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan  : 

Barren  and  Green  Eivers  very  high.  Boats  up  to  Bowling  Green 
this  morning.  Telegrams  from  Bowling  Green,  from  which  I learn  that 
General  Buell  has  only  General  MitcheFs  division  with  him. 

McCook  finds  difficulty  in  crossing  Barren  Eiver  on  account  of  the 
high  water.  Have  no  reliable  news  whatever  from  the  enemy. 

JAMES  B.  FEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Chief  of  Staff, 


Washington,  February  24,  1862 — 9.30  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  Louisville^  Ky. : 

I have  requested  Halleck  to  give  you  all  the  aid  in  his  power  in  your 
operations  on  Nashville.  When  we  have  gained  that,  where  will  enemy 
make  his  next  stand  The  possession  of  railway  junctions  near  Chatta- 
nooga would  seem  to  be  of  next  importance.  Decatur  can  probably 
best  be  taken  by  moving  up  Tennessee  Eiver.  After  we  have  gained 
Nashville  and  can  see  our  way  to  holding  Chattanooga  we  must  get 
possession  of  Columbus  and  Memphis.  Cannot  Garfield  reach  the 
Virginia  and  Tennessee  Eail way  near  Abingdon  ? We  must  not  lose 
sight  of  Eastern  Tennessee.  Communicate  frequently- 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General j Commanding  JJ,  S.  Army, 
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Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Washington^  February  24,  18G2 — 9.30  a,,  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Saint  Louis: 

General  Cnllum’s  telegram  in  regard  to  reconnaissance  of  Columbus 
received.  Buell  will  be  in  front  of  Nashville  to-morrow  evening.  Best 
co-operate  with  him  to  the  full  extent  of  your  power,  to  secure  Nashville 
beyond  a doubt ; then  by  a combined  movement  of  troops  and  gun- 
boats seize  Decatur.  Buell  will  be  directed  to  occupy  and  hold  in  force 
the  rail  road  junctions  in  vicinity  of  Chattanooga  and  to  re-establish  the 
railroads  from  Nashville  to  Decatur  and  Stevenson.  This  will  very 
nearly  isolate  A.  S.  Johnston  from  Bichmond. 

The  next  move  should  be  either  a direct  march  in  force  upon  the 
rear  of  Memphis  or  else  first  upon  the  communications  and  rear  of  Co- 
lumbus, depending  entirely  on  the  strength  and  movements  of  the 
rebels.  In  the  mean  time  it  would  be  well  to  amuse  the  garrison  of 
Columbus  with  our  mortar  boats  as  soon  as  a sufficient  number  of  them 
can  be  spared,  with  gunboats,  from  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland 
Rivers. 

The  early  possession  of  Humboldt  in  force  is  of  importance,  but  should 
not  be  undertaken  until  Nashville  is  securely  ours. 

The  possession  of  Grand  Junction  will  complete  the  isolation  of  the 
rebels.  It  may  be  better  to  occui)y  Corinth  instead  of  Decatur  after 
Chattanooga  is  firmly  in  our  i)oss8ssion.  Please  communicate  fully  and 
frequently. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General j Commanding  U,  S.  Army, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  24,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Cullum,  Cairo,  Lll. : 

The  reason  that  Cairo  has  no  blanks  is  that  no  requisitions  have  been 
made.  There  is  a screw  loose  in  that  command.  It  had  better  be  fixed 
pretty  soon,  or  the  command  will  hear  from  me.  Nashville  has  been 
abandoned.  General  Buell  marches  in  this  afternoon  without  opposi- 
tion. This  enables  me  to  withdraw  my  column  from  the  Cumberland. 
I was  holding  the  Cumberland  forces  to  await  BuelPs  movements.  All 
O.  K. ; and  now  for  a decisive  movement.  Tell  Flag-Officer  Foote  not 
to  move  till  I give  him  further  orders.  The  sending  of  steamers  to 
General  Buell  was  all  wrong.  It  disconcerted  my  plans.  You  should 
not  have  done  it  without  my  orders.  If  you  can  stop  them  by  telegraph, 
do  so,  and  order  them  to  rendezvous  at  Paducah.  You  are  too  fast  at 
Cairo.  Consult  me  before  you  order  any  other  movement.  I have  held 
everything  in  check  till  I could  have  positive  information  about  the 
abandonment  of  Nashville.  It  is  now  certain. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Steamer  Diana,  February  24,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  IT.  S.  Grant,  U.  S.  Volunteers: 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  consolidated  morning 
report  of  Fourth  Division,  Army  of  the  Dei)artmeut  of  the  Ohio,  for 
February  2,  1862. 
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Since  tliis  report  was  made  the  remaining  three  companies  of  the 
Thirty-fourth  Indiana  and  the  remaining  three  companies  of  the  Forty* 
sixth  Indiana  have  left  the  division  for  Cairo.  Four  regiments  of  this 
division  have  been  detached  for  duty  at  Cairo. 

The  aggregate  of  infantry  present  with  the  division  is  now  5,947. 

I have  the  honor  to  inclose  a report  of  the  ammunition,  &c.,  with  the 
division. 

This  report  does  not  include  the  ammunition  train  which  went  to 
Cairo  on  boat  with  troops  and  has  not  yet  been  allowed  to  return.  The 
circumstances  are  fully  set  forth  in  an  accompanying  letter. 

I have  the  honor  also  to  inclose  lists  of  the  officers  under  my  com- 
mand.* 

I am,  general,  very  resi^ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  NELS0^7, 
Brigadier-  General, 


Headquarters  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

Fort  BonelsoUj  February  24,  1862. 

General  G.  W.  Cullum, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Cairo,  III. : 

General:  Inclosed  I send  you  a dispatch  from  General  Buell,  sent 
through  to  Clarksville  yesterday.!  As  requested,  the  gunboats  have 
gone  up  to  Nashville.  The  mortar  boats  I am  sending  back  to  Cairo, 
because  it  would  be  with  great  difficulty  they  could  be  got  to  Nashville 
and  could  be  of  no  service  there.  Yesterday  a steamer  was  down  from 
Nashville  with  quite  a delegation  of  the  citizens.  Their  ostensible  ob- 
ject was  to  bring  surgeons  to  attend  their  wounded  at  Clarksville — real 
object,  probably,  to  have  some  assurance  that  their  property  would  be 
protected.  Jolinston,  with  his  army,  has  fallen  back  to  Murfreesbor- 
ough,  first  destroying  all  bridges,  commissary  stores,  and  such  artillery 
as  could  not  be  carried  along.  The  troops  wanted  to  destroy  the  city, 
but  were  restrained  by  the  citizens  and  a speech  from  Pillow. 

I have  just  returned  from  Clarksville,  where  I arrived  last  evening 
some  hours  after  the  dei^arture  of  the  Nashville  delegation  and  gunboat 
Cairo.  General  Nelson  reported  to-day  Avith  his  division.  I forwarded 
them  immediately  to  Nashville,  with  verbal  instructions,  to  have  the 
men  under  wholesome  restraint,  and  written  instructions,  a copy  of 
which  is  herewith  accompanying. 

I have  only  sent  four  small  regiments  to  Clarksville,  and  do  not  pro- 
pose sending  more  until  I know  the  pleasure  of  General  Halleck  on  the 
subject.  A large  garrison  is  not  required. 

General  C.  F.  Smith  is  in  command  at  Clark SAulle. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier-  General, 


[Inclosure.] 


Headquarters  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

Fort  Donelson,  February  24,  1862. 

General  Nelson, 

Commanding  Division,  Department  of  the  Ohio : 

General:  You  will  proceed  with  the  dmsion  under  your  command 
to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  keeping  in  rear  of  the  gunboat  Carondelet  with  all 
your  transports. 


* No  iuclosures  found. 


t Not  foiuid. 
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Fi*om  N^ashville  you  will  put  yourself  in  immediate  communication 
with  General  Buell,  and  if  you  find  that  his  command  is  not  within  two 
days’  march  of  you,  your  command  will  not  debark,  but  fall  back  down 
the  river  some  miles  on  the  transports,  and  remain  to  form  a junction 
with  General  Buell  when  he  does  arrive. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Brigade, 

Camp  BrownloWj  Piketon^  Ky.^  February  24,  1862. 

Oapt.  J.  B.  Fry,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

■ Hear  Sir  : I arrived  here  on  the  22d  instant,  having  already  sent 
forward  the  Twenty-second  Kentucky,  the  Fortieth  Ohio,  most  of  the 
Forty-second  Ohio,  and  one  company  of  McLaughlin’s  squadron  of  cav- 
alry. The  other  company  of  the  squadron  is  water-bound  at  Preston- 
burg. 

The  river  was  already  swollen  by  the  recent  rains,  and  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  22d  the  rain  began  to  fall  in  torrents  and  continued  all  day. 
Toward  evening  the  river  began  to  rise  with  great  rapidity. 

During  the  night  we  moved  our  stores  to  the  highest  point  in  the 
village.  By  daylight  of  the  next  morning  the  river  had  risen  nearly  60 
feet  from  its  lowest  water-mark.  Two  steamers  were  riding  in  the 
principal  streets.  The  river  was  rushing  with  fearful  current  over  the 
whole  village.  Our  losses  have  been  very  serious.  The  tents  and  camp 
equipage  of  the  Fortieth  Ohio  were  nearly  all  submerged,  and  many 
were  swept  away.  A very  large  quantity  of  commissary  and  quarter- 
master stores  were  lost  and  much  that  was  saved  was  seriously  dam- 
aged. The  citizens  here  have  suffered  fearfully. 

The  steam  saw-mill  and  fiour-mill  in  this  place,  the  only  one  in  the 
county,  was  carried  away,  and  I am  supplying  from  the  Government 
stores  the  few  families  until  they  can  fall  back  upon  the  charities  of 
their  neighbors.  We  have  large  quantities  of  stores  at  Paintville  and 
Louisa,  which  I fear  also  have  sufiered  injury.  I greatly  regret  that 
the  Government  has  suffered  the  loss  of  any  property  in  my  charge,  but 
I am  sure  that  no  ordinary  foresight  could  have  provided  against  it  in 
this  instance. 

Our  stores  were  10  feet  above  the  highest  floods  of  the  season  before 
we  moved  them. 

Thirty-five  years  ago  the  water  rose  into  the  village,  which  was  the 
highest  rise  ever  known  in  this  valley.  This  flood  was  several  feet 
higher. 

We  are  now  saving  all  we  can  from  the  devastation  as  the  water  goes 
down  and  are  endeavoring  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  our  loss. 

Colonel  Marshall’s  regiment  has  reached  Ashland,  and  will  move  up 
the  river  as  soon  as  the  w^ater  will  permit. 

On  the  approach  of  the  brigade  to  this  point  the  remnant  of  Mar- 
shall’s force  is  reporter!  to  have  evacuated  Whitesburg  and  retreated 
through  Sounding  Gap.  There  is  said  to  be  a considerable  force  now  ^ 
there  on  the  summit  of  the  Cumberland,  where  they  have  fortified  them- 
selves. 

As  soon  as  I can  retrieve  our  losses  by  the  flood  I shall  send  forward 
a corpi  of  observation. 
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Our  scouts  have  already  been  forward  18  mdes  and  find  no  enemy. 
I have  left  the  Fourteenth  Kentucky  at  Paintville  to  guard  stores  and 
protect  our  communication  with  the  Ohio. 

The  acting  brigade  quartermaster  is  greatly  in  need  of  funds.  His 
requisitions  Avere  sent  to  headquarters  several  weeks  ago,  but  he  has 
not  yet  received  a remittance. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  GAEFIELD, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade. 


February  25,  1862 — 4 p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ohio.,  Louisville: 

If  it  is  true  that  the  rebels  haA^e  abandoned  Nashville  and  haA^e  fallen 
back  on  Murfreesborough  to  make  a stand,  it  will  be  necessary  to  make 
our  next  movement  Avith  great  caution.  Give  me  the  number  of  troops 
you  can  concentrate  on  Murfreesborough,  independently  of  Halleck’s 
troops.  This  is  necessary,  that  I may  be  able  to  arrange  that  co-opera- 
tion between  Halleck’s  troops  and  your  own  that  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  insure  ultimate  success.  In  this  statement  giA^e  number  of  guns 
ami  ca\mlry.  By  all  means  take  steps  to  hold  Nashville  securely. 
What  have  you  from  the  Knoxville  column  ? I hope  soon  to  hear  that 
it  has  reached  the  railroad.  Can  Garfield  also  reach  the  railroad? 
How  long  Avill  it  take  you  to  be  in  front  of  Murfreesborough  with  all 
your  aA^ailable  force? 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 
Major-General,  Commanding  U.  8.  Army. 


February  25,  1862 — 4 p.  m. 
Maj.  Geu.  H.  AY.  Halleck,  Saint  Louis: 

If  it  is  true  that  the  rebels  have  evacuated  Nashville  and  intend 
fighting  at  Murfreesborough,  our  next  movement  must  be  made  cau- 
tiously. Give  me  the  number  of  your  troops  available  on  that  line, 
independently  of  any  of  Buell’s  troops,  stating  number  of  guns  and 
caA^alry.  Until  I receive  this  statement  I cannot,  decide  whether  we 
should  turn  Murfreesborough  by  line  of  Tennessee  Kiver  or  Avhether 
Ave  can  undertake  that  simultaneously  with  a movement  to  turn  Co- 
lumbus and  seize  Memphis. 

For  how  long  can  we  count  upon  the  use  of  the  Tennessee  Eiver  for 
our  gunboats? 

I think  our  mortar  boats,  well  protected  by  gunboats,  should  begin 
to  annoy  Columbus  just  as  soon  as  Ave  are  ready  to  advance  again. 
What  information  have  you  about  Eandolph  or  unj  other  fortified 
points  between  Columbus  and  Memphis? 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 
Major-General,  Commanding  TJ.  8.  Army. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  February  25 — 8 p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Saint  Louis: 

I learn  from  telegraph  of  Commodore  Foote  to  the  Navy  Department 
that  you  have  ordered  that  no  gunboats  go  above  Nash\ille.  I think 
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it  may  greatly  facilitate  Buell’s  operations  to  send  a couple,  at  least, 
of  the  lighter  ones  to  Nashville.  Captain  Maynadier,  Tenth  Infantry, 
will  he  ordered  to  Commodore  Foote,  at  his  request,  as  his  ordnance 
officer  for  mortar  boats. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 


Cairo,  III.,  February  25,  1862. 

Major-General  Halleck: 

If  we  send  four  gunboats  up  the  rivers  Tennessee  and  Cumberland, 
as  you  direct,  and  having  two  to  repair,  extensively,  on  the  ways,  at 
Mound  City,  and  the  Benton  not  being  ready  before  next  week,  this, 
superadded  to  the  rebels  planting  guns  to  bear  on  the  mortar  boats, 
if  we  should  shell  them  now,  before  the  final  attack,  would  seem  to 
render  it  impracticable  to  do  anything  until  next  week.  The  new  and 
bad  men  sent  us  from  the  East,  with  the  crippled  condition  of  the  gun- 
boats, also  render  an  earlier  attack  or  even  demonstration  on  Co- 
lumbus, in  my  judgment,  injudicious. 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 

Flag-Officer. 


Paducah,  February  25,  1862. 

General  Halleck: 

Colonel  Callender  passed  down  without  my  seeing  him.  There  are 
eight  unarmed  Ohio  regiments  here.  Expect  General  Sherman  back 
this  evening.  Have  sent  your  telegraphs  to  General  Grant  by  steamer 
Hastings  an  hour  ago,  and  as  well  by  Conestoga  this  moment.  All 
fleeing  from  Weakley  County,  Tennessee,  to  escape  impressment.  Since 
Governors  message  17  have  arrived  in  Mayfield  to-day,  making  their 
way  to  Paducah.  They  say  there  are  1,200  Union  men  in  that  county. 
The  cavalry  force  burned  everything  at  Camp  Beauregard — piivate 
houses  as  well  as  their  own  huts.  The  trees  are  all  felled  across  Blaud- 
ville  road,  but  the  bridge  is  left  for  their  own  convenience.  They  are 
destroyed  on  all  the  other  roads.  The  cars  run  down  to  the  end  of  the 
road,  but  they  blew  uj)  the  locomotives. 

D.  STUAET, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


Cairo,  February  25,  1862. 

General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis : 

Sir:  Our  telegraphic  wires  being  down,  and  being  possessed  of 
Memj)his  papers  of  the  18th,  announcing  in  emphatic  terms  an  inten- 
tion to  evacuate  Columbus,  I came  down  to  see  General  Cullum,  that 
the  place  should  be  so  watched  as  to  prevent  the  removal  of  their 
lieavy  ordnance: 

1 herewith  send  you  these  papers,  which  I had  given  to  Colonel  Thom, 
who  was  to  have  gone  up  this  morning,  but  did  not  get  ofi*.  I think 
these  papers  will  convince  you  that  the  intention  to  evacuate  Columbus 
has  been  made  public.  My  scouting  party  went  to  Mayfield,  jMilburu, 
and  some  5 miles  towards  Columbus.  At  Milburn  they  encountered  a 
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scout  of  15  cavalry,  wlio  fled  towards  Columbus.  They  heard  that  a 
cavalry  force  was  between  Milburn  and  Columbus  about  2,000  strong. 
A man  was  employed  to  go  into  Columbus  and  to  meet  a messenger 
from  Paducah  to-morrow  night.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hogg,  of  the 
Second  Illinois,  who  commanded  the  party,  is  certain  that  by  to-mor- 
row night  he  will  have  positive  information  from  Columbus. 

I send  these  papers,  that  you  may  adopt  such  measure  as  you  may 
think  proper  to  prevent  the  removal  of  the  guns  at  Columbus.  The 
road  between  Paducah  and  Columbus  is  very  bad,  the  valley  of  May- 
field  Creek  being  flooded  and  bridges  destroyed.  The  Paducah  Eail- 
road  is  destroyed  below  Little  Obion  Eiver. 

I am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHEEMAISr, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 


Cairo,  February  25,  1862. 

General  Halleck: 

I start  for  Paducah.  I send  important  newspapers  from  Memphis 
by  Colonel  Thom.  On  consultation  with  General  Cullum,  I shall  stop 
all  troops  coming  down  the  Ohio  at  Paducah.  Shall  proceed  to  bri- 
gade the  regiments.  My  opinion  is  that  General  Polk  has  ordered  the 
evacuation  of  Columbus,  but  he  is  figuring  to  save  his  guns.  Can  any- 
thing be  done  to  prevent  the  removal  of  the  guns  by  threatening  the 
railroad  to  his  rear  in  force  ? 

Can  you  order  Captain  Dodds,  quartermaster  at  Benton  Barracks,  to 
Paducah  % 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

Fort  Bonelson^  February  25,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Cullum,  Cairo^  III,: 

I wrote  you  that  General  Nelson’s  division  had  been  sent  to  Nash- 
ville. Since  that  I have  learned  that  the  head  of  General  Buell’s  col- 
umn arrived  there  on  Monday  evening.  The  rebels  have  fallen  back 
to  Chattanooga,  instead  of  Murfreesborough,  as  stated  in  a former 
letter.  I shall  go  to  Nashville  immediately  after  the  arrival  of  the 
next  mail,  should  there  be  no  orders  to  prevent  it. 

The  soldiers  of  the  Eighth  Missouri  Yolunteers  who  were  disguised 
and  sent  to  Memphis  have  just  returned.  They  went  by  the  way  of 
Nashville  and  Decatur.  Saw  Beauregard  at  Decatur  sick,*  he  has 
since  gone  to  Columbus.  They  were  in  Fort  Donelson  before  the 
attack  commenced,  and  say  the  force  was  estimated  at  40,000. 

Since  the  battle  the  people  through  the  country  are  much  disposed 
to  return  to  their  allegiance.  Orders  have  been  given  for  the  evacua- 
tion of  Columbus.  This  I learn  not  only  from  the  men  themselves,  but 
from  Memphis  papers  which  they  bring  with  them.  I send  two  of 
these  papers  to  General  Halleck.  I am  growing  anxious  to  know  what 
the  next  move  is  going  to  be.  The  Southern  papers  advise  the  Colum- 
bus foices  to  fall  back  on  Island  No.  10  and  to  Port  Pillow.  The  force 
at  Memphis  is  said  to  be  about  12,000. 

JJ,  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadi er-  Genera  I, 
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Headquarters  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

Fort  Fonelson,  February  25,  1862. 

General  William  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  District  of  Cairo^  Paducah^  Ky. : 

Your  letter  of  the  23(1,*  asking  what  disi)Osition  I will  have  made  of 
large  re-enforcements  now  on  their  way,  is  just  received.  I do  not  know 
what  work  General  Halleck  intends  me  to  do  next,  therefore  cannot 
say  where  it  is  best  to  have  them.  Probably  they  had  better  remain 
at  Paducah  until  further  orders  are  received  from  headquarters  of  the 
department. 

Our  troops  are  now  occupying  Nashville.  The  rebels  have  fallen 
back  to  Chattanooga,  only  3 miles  from  Georgia  State  line. 

Two  soldiers  from  the  Eighth  Missouri  Eegiment,  who  were  sent  as 
spies,  have  just  returned  from  Memphis.  They  describe  the  feelings 
of  the  people  as  much  inclined  to  return  to  their  allegiance. 

Orders  have  been  given  for  the  evacuation  of  Columbus.  This  I get 
not  only  from  the  men  themselves,  but  from  a Memphis  paper  of  the 
19th,  which  they  bring  with  them. 

There  is  a detachment  of  troops  belonging  to  my  command  at  Hen- 
derson, Ky.,  which  there  can  be  no  further  use  of  detaining  there.  If 
you  have  an  opportunity  of  having  them  transported,  I would  like  them 
to  join  their  regiments. 

H.  S.  GRANT, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  West  Tennessee, 

No.  12.  ( Fort  Donelson,  February  25,  1862. 

Soldiers  are  positively  forbid  going  beyond  the  line  of  sentinels  out- 
side the  intrenchments. 

The  general  commanding  is  again  obliged  to  call  the  attention  of 
division,  brigade,  and  regimental  commanders  to  orders  restraining 
their  men  from  committing  depredations  upon  private  property. 

Such  restrictions  must  be  placed  upon  the  actions  of  the  men  of  this 
command  as  to  prevent  complaints  in  future  of  their  killing  stock  or 
depredating  in  any  manner. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Grant : 

JNO.  A.  RAWLINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Saint  Louis,  February  25,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Cullum,  Cairo^  and 
Brig.  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  District  of  Cairo^  Paducah^  Ky,  : 

The  possession  of  Nashville  by  General  Buell  renders  it  necessarj^  to 
countermand  the  order  sent  to  Eoote  knd  Sherman  yesterday  morning, 
dated  23d.  Grant  will  send  no  more  troops  to  Clarksville.  General 
Smithes  division  will  come  to  Fort  Henry  or  a point  higher  up  on  the 
Tennessee  River.  Transports  will  also  be  collected  at  Paducah  and 
above.  All  the  mortar  boats  to  be  immediately  brought  back  to  Cairo. 
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Two  gunboats  to  be  left  on  tbe  Cumberland,  at  Clarksville,  to  ijrecede 
Nelson’s  division  1113  the  river  to  Nashville.  Having  done  this,  they 
will  return  to  Cairo.  Two  gunboats  in  Tennessee  Eiver  with  General 
Grant.  The  latter  will  immediately  have  small  garrisons  detailed  for 
Forts  Donelson  and  Henry  and  all  other  forces  made  ready  for  the 
field. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-  General. 

(Copy  to  General  Grant  from  General  Sherman.) 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  LotiiSj  February  2fi,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Cullum,  Cairo,  III.  : 

Send  to  Paducah  transports  sufiicient  to  move  Grant’s  army  up  either 
the  Cumberland  or  Tennessee.  Accounts  of  Johnston’s  movements  are 
very  conllicting,  and  we  must  be  ready  for  any  contingency.  As  soon 
as  we  know  positively  where  he  is  a movement  will  be  made.  Extend 
the  railroad  to  Bertrand  and  a wagon  road  to  Sikesville  [Sikeston]. 
General  Pope  was  to  occupy  the  latter  place  to-day. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-  General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dist.  of  West  Tennessee, 

No.  14.  ) Fort  Donelson,  February  26,  1862. 

General  Orders,  No.  3,  of  the  series  of  1861,  from  headquarters  De- 
partment of  the  Missouri,  are  still  in  force,  and  must  be  observed. 

The  number  of  citizens  who  are  applying  for  permission  to  pass 
through  the  cami)s  to  look  for  their  fugitive  slaves  proves  the  neces- 
sity of  the  order  and  its  faithful  observance.  Such  permits  cannot  be 
granted;  therefore  the  great  necessity  of  keeping  out  fugitives.  Such 
shiA^es  as  were  within  the  lines  at  the  time  of  the  capture  of  Fort  Don- 
elson and  such  as  have  been  used  by  the  enemy  in  building  the  fortifi- 
cations, or  in  any  way  hostile  to  the  Government,  will  not  be  released 
or  permitted  to  return  to  their  masters,  but  will  be  emjiloyed  in  the 
quartermaster’s  department,  for  the  benefit  of  Government. 

All  oflicers  and  companies  now  keeping  slaves  so  cajitured  Avill  im- 
mediately report  them  to  the  district  quartermaster.  Eegimental  com- 
manders will  be  held  accountable  for  all  violations  of  this  order  within 
their  respective  commands. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  commanding: 

JNO.  A.  EAWLINS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Nashville,  Tenn.,  February  26,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis: 

I entered  Nashville  yesterday  with  a small  force.  It  is  insufficient, 
the  enemy  being  only  30  miles  distant,  in  greatly  superior  numbers;  but 
I was  compelled  to  it  by  the  landing  of  a portion  of  the  troops,  con- 
trary to  my  intentions.  I haA^e  sent  steamers  to  bring  up  the  trooj)s  at 
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Clarksville,  deeming  it  of  vital  importance  that  we  should  he  re-en- 
forced at  an  earlier  day  than  my  own  troops  can  arrive.  Steamers 
coming  up  should  bring  a full  supply  of  fuel.  None  can  be  had  on  the 
river  or  here.  Please  let  me  know  at  once  what  your  information  is  of 
tlie  movements  of  the  enemy.  It  is  stated,  on  seemingly  good  authority, 
that  the  enemy  has  evacuated  Columbus  or  is  doing  so. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  13  u.  j Nashville^  Tenn.,  February  26,  1862. 

The  general  commanding  congratulates  his  troops  that  it  has  been 
their  privilege  to  restore  the  national  banner  to  the  capital  of  Tennes- 
see. He  believes  that  thousands  of  hearts  in  every  part  of  the  State 
will  swell  with  joy  to  see  that  honored  flag  reinstated  in  a position  from 
which  it  was  removed  in  the  excitement  and  folly  of  an  evil  hourj  that 
the  voice  of  her  own  people  will  soon  proclaim  its  welcome,  and  that 
their  manhood  and  patriotism  will  protect  and  perpetuate  it. 

The  general  does  not  deem  it  necessary,  though  the  occasion  is  a fit 
one,  to  remind  his  troops  of  the  rule  of  conduct  they  have  hitherto  ob- 
served and  are  still  to  pursue.  We  are  in  arms,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
invading  the  rights  of  our  felloAV-countrymen  anywhere,  but  to  maintain 
the  integrity  of  the  Union  and  protect  the  Constitution  under  which  its 
people  have  been  prosperous  and  happy.  We  cannot,  therefore,  look 
with  indifterence  on  any  conduct  which  is  designed  to  give  aid  and 
comfort  to  those  who  are  endeavoring  to  defeat  these  objects  j but  the 
action  to  be  taken  in  such  cases  rests  with  certain  authorized  persons, 
and  is  not  to  be  assumed  by  individual  officers  or  soldiers.  Peaceable 
citizens  are  not  to  be  molested  in  their  persons  or  property.  Any 
wrongs  to  either  are  to  be  promptly  corrected  and  the  offenders  brought 
to  punishment.  To  this  end  all  persons  are  desired  to  make  complaint 
to  the  immediate  commander  of  officers  or  soldiers  so  oflending,  and  if 
justice  be  not  done  pronpflly,  then  to  the  next  commander,  and  so  on 
until  the  wrong  is  redressed.  If  tlie  necessities  of  the  public  service 
should  require  the  use  of  private  property  for  public  purposes,  fair  com- 
pensation is  to  be  allowed.  No  sucli  appropriation  of  private  property 
is  to  be  made  except  by  the  autliority  of  tlie  highest  commander  pres- 
ent, and  any  other  officer  or  soldier  wlio  shall  presume  to  exercise  such 
privilege  shall  be  brought  to  trial.  Soldiers  are  forbidden  to  enter  the 
residences  or  grounds  of  citizens  on  any  plea  without  authority. 

No  arrests  are  to  be  made  without  the  authority  of  the  commanding 
general,  except  in  case  of  actual  oflense  against  the  authority  of  the 
Government;  and  in  all  such  cases  the  fact  and  circumstances  will  im- 
mediately be  reported  in  writing  to  headquarters  through  the  interme- 
diate commanders. 

The  general  reminds  his  officers  that  the  most  frequent  depredations 
are  those  which  are  committed  by  worthless  characters,  Avho  straggle 
from  the  ranks  on  the  plea  of  being  unable  to  march;  and  where  the  in- 
ability really  exists,  it  will  be  found  in  most  instances  that  the  soldier 
has  overloaded  himself  with  useless  and  unauthorized  articles.  The 
orders  already  luiblished  on  tlns‘'subject  must  be  enforced. 

The  condition  and  behavior  of  a corps  are  sure  indications  of  the  effi- 
ciency and  fitness  of  its  officers.  If  any  regiment  shall  be  found  to  dis- 
regard that  iiroiiriety  of  conduct  which  belongs  to  soldiers  as  well  as 
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citizens,  they  must  not  expect  to  occupy  the  posts  of  honor,  but  may 
rest  assured  that  they  will  be  placed  in  positions  where  Ihey  cannot 
bring  shame  on  their  comrades  and  the  cause  they  are  engaged  in. 
The  Government  supplies  with  liberality  all  the  wants  of  the  soldier. 
The  occasional  deprivations  and  hardships  incident  to  rajjid  marches 
must  be  borne  with  patience  and  fortitude.  Any  officer  who  neglects 
to  provide  properly  for  his  troops  or  separates  himself  from  them  to 
seek  his  own  comfort  will  be  held  to  a rigid  accountability. 

By  command  of  General  Buell : 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Chief  of  Staff, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  February  27,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Sherman,  Paducah: 

I want  transports  enough  in  readiness  to  move  General  Grant’s 
available  forces.  I am  only  waiting  to  learn  the  positions  of  Buell  and 
Johnston.  Take  forcibly,  if  necessary. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

Major-General. 


Paducah,  February  27,  1862. 

General  Halleck: 

There  is  no  doubt  Buell  is  at  Nashville.  It  is  reported  that  Sidney 
Johnston  has  moved  towards  Cliattanooga.  Columbus  is  still  occu- 
])ied  by  General  Polk.  Beauregard  at  Jackson,  Tenn.,  sick.  I have 
telegraphed  to  General  Gullum  for  ten  boats,  and  will  stop  those  best 
adapted  to  the  service  till  I have  in  all  twenty  boats.  Ought  they  not 
be  loaded  in  part  with  provisions  and  forage?  I estimate  Grant’s  force 
at  25,000  men. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

Nashville,  February  27,  1862. 

General  D.  C.  Buell, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ohio  : 

I have  been  in  the  city  since  an  early  hour  this  morning,  anxious  and 
expecting  to  see  you.  Mdien  I first  arrived  I understood  that  you  were 
to  be  over  to-day,  but  it  is  now  growing  too  late  for  me  to  remain  longer. 

If  I could  see  the  necessity  of  more  troops  here  I would  be  most 
happy  to  supply  them.  My  own  impression  is,  however,  that  the 
enemy  are  not  far  north  of  the  Tennessee  line.  I was  a7ixious  to  know 
what  information  you  might  have  on  the  subject. 

General  Smith  will  be  here  this  evening,  with  probably  2,000  men, 
as  requested  by  you,  and  should  still  more  be  required,  address  me  at 
Clarksville..  To-night  I shall  return  to  Fort  Donelson,  but  will  take 
up  my  headquarters  at  Clarksville  the  next  day. 

Should  you  deem  the  command  under  General  Smith  unnecessary  to 
your  security,  I request  that  they  be  ordered  back. 
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I am  in  daily  expectation  of  orders  that  will  require  all  my  available 
force. 

TJ.  S.  GEANT, 
Major-General^  Commanding. 


Kashyille,  February  28,  18C2. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

By  means  of  the  steamers  which  were  got  above  the  broken  lock  on 
Green  Eiver  a bridge  has  been  established  at  Bowling  Green,  which 
will  enable  the  troops  to  pass  without  detention,  and  we  shall  soon  be 
here  in  force.  McCook’s  division  will  begin  to  reach  the  Cumberland 
to-morrow.  General  Wood’s  division  will  be  up  as  fast  as  we  can  cross 
them.  Thomas’  division,  coming  up  the  Cumberland,  will,  I think,  begin 
to  arrive  to-night.  Our  transportation  is  coming  partly  by  land  and 
partly  by  water.  It  will  not  get  up  as  soon  as  the  troops.  Our  out- 
posts are  some  10  miles  out  on  the  Murfreesborough  road. 

I have  a report  to-day  that  the  enemy  is  retreating  toward  the  Ten- 
nessee. I shall  advance  as  soon  as  we  can  move.  In  the  mean  time 
will  determine  the  manner  and  direction.  It  is  stated  to  me  quite 
confidentially  that  Columbus  is  being  evacuated  and  the  enemy  con- 
centra  tiug  in  the  direction  of  Chattanooga,  but  I have  no  means  of 
verifying  it. 

I have  reason  to  hope  that  a great  change  will  take  place  speedily  in 
the  attitude  of  the  Tennesseeans,  in  both  the  manner  of  the  military  and 
political  policy  to  be  observed.  As  a matter  of  great  importance  and 
delicacy,  I would  advise  you  to  use  all  the  means  you  have  to  induce 
the  President  to  pursue  a lenient  course,  and  as  far  as  possible  to  recon- 
struct the  macliinery  of  the  General  Government  out  of  material  here, 
of  which  an  abundance  can  be  found  that  is  truly  loyal,  though  for 
some  time  overpowered  and  silenced.  Deference  to  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  most  reliable  Union  people  here  would  be  advisable. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

iSaint  Louis ^ February  28,  1862 — 9 a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  Nashville: 

Nelson’s  division  and  two  gunboats  were  ordered  up  from  Clarksville 
some  days  ago,  and  I think  they  must  now  be  with  you.  I will  imme- 
diately order  another  division.  One  gunboat  should  be  sent  back  to 
escort  it  up  the  river.  Columbus  is  not  evacuated.  It  has  been  re-en- 
forced. They  are  mounting  more  guns  there  and  on  Island  No.  10. 
I am  now  turning  it  by  New  Madrid.  Yours  of  the  26tli  just  received. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  LouiSj  February  28,  1862 — 9.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  McClellan,  Washington: 

I have  just  received  the  first  dispatch  from  General  Buell  for  a whole 
week.  It  was  dated  the  26th,  saying  that  he  occupied  Nashville  on  the 
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25th.  Two  gunboats  and  Nelson’s  division  have  probably  reached  him 
by  this  time.  I will  send  Crittenden’s  division  as  soon  as  a gunboat 
returns  to  escort  it.  Had  I not  better  immediately  move  General  Grant, 
with  cavalry  and  light  artillery,  up  the  Tennessee,  and  endeavor  to  de- 
stroy the  railroad  connections  at  Corinth,  Jackson,  and  Humboldt  ? 
I require  very  little  cavalry  and  light  artillery  for  Pope’s  expedition. 
They  can  be  easilv  spared.  1 have  transports  all  readv  at  Paducah. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 

The  enemy  is  mounting  additional  guns  at  Columbus  and  is  fortify- 
ing Island  No.  10. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Nashville^  Tenn.,  February  28,  1862. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Markland, 

Special  Mail  Agent: 

Sir:  I am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  request  that  you 
will  at  once  take  charge  of  the  post  office  in  this  city,  and  take  such 
means  as  will  open  the  mails  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  WEIGHT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Quartermaster-General’s  Office, 

Washington  City^  Fehruary  28,  1862. 

To  the  President: 

Sir  : I have  thought  much  lately  upon  the  results  of  our  experi- 
mental gunboats  on  the  Western  rivers.  They  have  done  even  better 
than  I had  hoped,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  the  experience  thus  far 
gained  may  be  made  available  for  important  operations. 

I have  a letter  from  Mr.  Theodore  Adams,  builder  of  the  Essex  and 
of  the  mortar  boats.  I requested  him  at  Cairo  to  examine  the  gunboats 
returned  from  Fort  Donelson,  and  inquire  particularly  as  to  the  effect 
of  the  fire  of  the  batteries  upon  the  iron  plating. 

From  the  newspaper  reports  and  from  a letter  of  Captain  Wise,  the 
quartermaster  of  the  Flotilla,  and  from  Mr.  Adams’  letter,  I reached 
the  following  conclusions: 

The  only  guns  used  in  these  river  attacks  are  the  bow  guns. 

The  broadside  guns  are  serviceable  as  a reserve  to  replace  a disabled 
bow  gun,  as  in  case  of  the  bursting  of  a rifle  on  the  Carondelet. 

No  shot  heavier  than  a 32-pounder  ball,  except  a 64-pounder  rifle  shell, 
struck  the  iron  plating  of  the  forward  bulkhead,  which  is  inclined  at 
an  angle  of  45  degrees. 

The  only  effect  of  the  shots  which  did  strike  the  iron  plating  was  to 
dent  it  and  glance  off*  without  injury. 

The  64-pounder  rifle  shell  which  wounded  Captain  Foote  and  killed 
a pilot  passed  through  the  pilot-house,  which  it  struck  at  a high  angle, 
and  which  was  sheathed  with  iron  only  IJ  inches  thick. 

The  Essex  is  sheathed  on  the  broadside  with  J-inch  iron  only,  on 
heavy  timber.  Keeping  bows  on  to  the  battery,  the  shot  which  struck 
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lier  sides  struck  of  course  obliquely  and  then  glanced  off  without 
penetrating  the  J-inch  plate. 

Should  a vessel  intended  to  work  in  a rapid  river,  stream,  or  tide^ 
way  be  repulsed,  she  can  back  out,  as  the  gunboats  disabled  at  Fort 
Donelson  did,  still  exposing  only  her  bows. 

I infer  from  these  results  that  a boat  constructed  as  sketched  below 
would  be  very  powerful,  sufficiently  protected,  and,  drawing  little  water, 
able,  taking  advantage  of  the  tides,  to  pass  through  the  inland  passages 
on  the  Southern  coast  from  Fernandina  to  Charleston,  and  that  three 
of  them,  mounting,  say,  four  bow  guns  each,  to  be  11-inch,  10-inch  shell 
guns  or  heavy  rifles,  old  32  or  42  i)ounder  rifled,  would  give  a battery 
of  12  guns,  able  to  meet  and  destroy  any  hastily-erected  battery  on  the 
low  shores  of  the  Southern  inlets  j drawing  only  to  4 feet  of  water, 
able  to  visit  every  town  on  the  coast  intersected  by  an  inlet  not  abso- 
lutely bare  at  half  tide. 

Tlie  11-inch  shells  are  a most  powerful  engine  of  destruction  for  close 
quarters,  at  which  these  vessels  would  terminate  their  flght,  but  the 
rifled  32  and  42  i^ounder  shells  have  a penetrating  power  enabling  them 
to  pass  through  parapets  of  light  earth  of  the  thickness  ordinarily  used, 
and  an  accuracy  of  fire  enabling  them  to  be  thrown  into  the  wide-mouthed 
embrasures  of  any  earthen  battery. 

These  boats  are  supposed  to  be  sheathed  on  the  bow,  which  can  be 
struck  only  very  obliquely,  with  IJ-inch  iron  or  with  iron  bars,  while 
the  bulkhead  covering  their  batteries  is  of  2J-inch  iron,  as  used  on 
the  Western  rivers.  So  other  armor  is  necessary. 

The  weight  borne  at  the  widest  part  of  the  boats  is  not  very  great,  and 
by  being  well  braced,  the  length  can  be  made  sufficient  to  give  buoy- 
ancy and  preserve  a light  draught. 

There  is,  if  I read  the  Coast  Survey  map  aright,  a channel  through 
which  such  boats  could,  removing  obstructions,  pass  into  Charleston 
Harbor  above  Fort  Sumter,  and  a threat  to  lay  Charleston  in  ashes 
would  probably  procure  the  evacuation  of  Sumter,  certainly  that  of 
Charleston  and  the  blockade  of  Sumter. 

I have  spoken  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  this  subject,  and  he 
authorized  me  to  speak  to  you  about  it. 

The  Western  rolling-mills  have  now  i^ractice  in  preparing  this  iron, 
its  simple  form  enabling  them  to  prepare  it  rapidly  and  cheaply. 

The  frames  of  the  vessels  (jould  be  made  in  New  York  and  shipped 
thence.  The  engines  for  at  least  one  of  them  can  be  bought  ready- 
made,  I understand,  in  Saint  Louis,  and  with  proper  energy,  from  the 
day  the  plans  are  completed  and  the  order  given,  I think  that  in  forty 
days  one  at  least  of  these  vessels  could  be  afloat  at  Port  Koyal. 

They  should  be  built  at  some  convenient  point  in  Port  Eoyal  Harbor, 
perhaps  at  Hilton  Head  or  Beaufort.  There  is,  I believe,  inland  navi- 
gation practicable  for  them  from  Charleston  to  Fernandina,  and  with 
favorable  weather  they  could  probably  finish  their  cruise  in  the  Saint 
John’s,  having  taken  Fernandina  and  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

I respectfully  advise  the  immediate  construction  of  three  or  four  such 
vessels  at  Port  Eoyal. 

The  appropriation  for  gunboats  under  the  Quartermaster’s  Depart- 
ment is  confined  to  the  Western  rivers. 

I submit  a very  hasty  sketch  of  the  general  plan  proposed. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS. 

Quartermaster-General^  U.  S.  Army, 
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Saint  Louis,  March  1,  18G2. 
Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  Fort  Henry: 

Transports  will  be  sent  to  you  as  soon  as  possible  to  move  your  column 
up  tbe  Tennessee  Kiver.  The  main  object  of  this  expedition  will  be  to 
destroy  the  railroad  bridge  over  Bear  Creek,  near  Eastport,  Miss.,  and 
also  the  connections  at  Corinth,  Jackson,  and  Humboldt.  It  is  thought 
best  that  these  objects  be  attempted  in  the  order  named.  Strong  detach- 
ments of  cavalry  and  light  artillery,  supported  by  infantry,  may  by 
rapid  movements  reach  these  ijoints  from  the  river  without  very  serious 
opposition.  Avoid  any  general  engagement  with  strong  forces.  It  will 
be  better  to  retreat  than  to  risk  a general  battle.  This  Should  be  strongly 
impressed  upon  the  officers  sent  with  the  expedition  from  the  river. 
General  C.  F.  Smith,  or  some  very  discreet  officer,  should  be  selected  for 
such  command. 

Having  accomplished  these  objects,  or  such  of  them  as  may  be  prac- 
ticable, you  will  return  to  Danville  and  move  on  Paris.  Perhaps  the 
troops  sent  to  Jackson  and  Humboldt  can  reach  Paris  as  easily  by  land 
as  to  return  to  the  transports.  This  must  depend  on  the  character  of 
the  roads  and  the  position  of  the  enemy.  All  telegraph  lines  which 
can  be  reached  must  be  cut. 

The  gunboats  will  accompany  the  transports  for  their  protection. 
Any  loyal  Tennesseeans  who  desire  it  may  be  enlisted  and  supplied  with 
arms. 

Competent  officers  should  be  left  to  command  the  garrisons  of  Forts 
Henry  and  Donelson  in  your  absence.  I have  indicated  in  general 
terms  the  object  of  this. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  March  1,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Cullum,  Cairo,  III.: 

Siege  guns  and  mortars  should  be  sent  to  Pope  by  best  route.  Who 
sent  Smitffis  division  to  Nashville?  I ordered  them  across  to  the 
Tennessee,  wh§#:e  they  are  wanted  immediately.  Order  them  back. 
What  is  the  reason  that  no  one  down  there  can  obey  my  orders  ? 
Send  all  spare  transports  to  General  Grant  up  the  Tennessee. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  District  West  Tennessee, 

Fort  Donelson,  March  1,  1862. 
Capt.  J.  C.  Kelton,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

I have  informed  the  general  commanding  department  (generally 
through  the  chief  of  staff)  every  day  since  leaving  Cairo  of  my  wants, 
what  information  was  obtained  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  &c.  1 
will  now  recapitulate  iiartly  my  wants.  When  I left  Cairo,  for  the  want 
of  transportation  it  took  two  trips  of  the  boats  at  hand  to  move  the 
troops,  leaving  the  cavalry  to  march,  and  leaving  behind  all  the  regi- 
mental train  but  four  wagons  to  each  regiment.  A number  of  the  regi- 
ments sent  to  re-enforce  me  came  without  wagons.  Since  getting  into 
Fort  Donelson  I have  written  to  have  the  wagons  left  forwarded.  None 
of  them  have  as  yet  come — I think  none.  As  I have  no  quartermaster 
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to  look  out  for  these  matters,  I might  be  mistaken  partly.  My  com- 
mand is  now  suffering  from  camj)  dysentery,  the  result  (according  to 
report  of  surgeons)  of  being  compelied  to  live  on  salt  meat.  I have 
had  this  country  scoured  for  miles  for  beef  cattle,  but  without  being 
able  to  obtain  them.  The  contractors  for  supplying  fresh  beef  say  thal 
they  have  the  cattle,  but  are  unable  to  procure  transportation.  If  1 
am  compelled  to  move  suddenly,  it  will  be  with  a very  weak  force  com- 
pared with  what  the  major-general  commanding  probably  expects.  The 
loss  in  battle  and  the  number  who  have  sickened  since  reduces  my  force 
considerably.  I will  probably  have  to  leave  a garrison  at  Clarksville, 
Fort  Henry,  and  at  this  place. 

General  Buell  ordered  General  Smith,  with  the  force  at  Clarksville 
(five  regiments  of  infantry  and  some  artillery),  to  join  his  column  at 
Nashville.  Two  regiments  that  were  sent  as  a guard  to  the  prisoners 
have  not  yet  been  returned  to  me. 

I most  respectfully  lay  these  matters  before  the  general  commanding 
the  department,  not  to  make  suggestions,  but  that  my  true  condition 
may  be  known. 

There  are  now  two  or  three  cases  of  small -pox  among  the  men. 
Every  effort  has  been  made  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Brigadier-General, 


Nashville,  Tenn.,  March  1,  18G2. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis: 

I am  now  in  sufficient  force  to  feel  secure,  and  this  morning  sent  Gen- 
eral Smith  back  to  Clarksville.  Thank  you  for  your  readiness  to  assist 
me.  General  Johnston  is  evidently  preparing  to  go  towards  the  Ten- 
nessee. Decatur  and  Chattanooga  seem  to  be  the  points  of  rendezvous 
at  present.  As  soon  as  I can  see  my  way  a little  I will  propose  that 
we  meet  somewhere  to  consult,  if  agreeable  to  you. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brig  a dier-  Gen  era  1. 


Cairo,  March  1,  18G2. 

Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Captain  Phelps  reports  Columbus  being  evacuated  now;  guns,  ex- 
cept ffom  water  battery,  removed;  quarters  burned.  Large  force  of 
cavalry  but  no  infantry  visible.  Encamiiment  seen  Tuesday  on  bluff 
gone.  Columbus  on  fire,  and  stores  probably  being  destroyed.  Poliv 
did  not  send  ladies,  but  proposes  sending  flag  to  some  point  to-morrow 
at  12  o’clock.  Foote  will  make  demonstration  to-morrow  or  Mondav. 

G.  W.  CULLUM, 

Brigadier-  Genera  1. 


Nashville,  March  1,  18G2. 

General  Mitchel: 

Sir:  The  general  commanding  has  received  your  letter  of  this  morn- 
ing reporting  that  Captain  Wilson,  Fourth  Ohio  Cavalry,  was  shot 
while  on  outpost  duty  last  night.  The  occurrence  and  the  loss  to  your 
command  are  much  regretted.  The  general  suggests  that  your  officers 
on  outpost  duty  should  be  cautious  and  watchful  and  not  expose  them- 
selves by  becoming  separated  from  their  commands  and  thus  render  the 
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murdering  of  iudi^dduals,  either  by  citizens  or  the  enemy,  impossible,  or 
at  least  more  difficult. 

I am  also  directed  to  say  that  the  general  is  not  at  this  time  prepared 
for  a forward  movement,  and  he  does  not  wish  you  at  i)resent  to  com- 
mence it. 

It  is  not  deemed  advisable  at  present  to  administer  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance or  to  arrest  persons  whose  loyalty  is  only  doubtful.  The  general 
desires  the  protection  of  our  forces  to  be  extended  with  some  liberality, 
and  to  reach  a class  of  persons  who  are  not  hostile  to  us  although  not 
warmly  our  friends.  This,  of  course,  is  not  applicable  to  those  in  arms 
or  who  are  known  to  give  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy. 

The  carbines  for  the  Fourth  Ohio  Cavalry  will  be  furnished  as  soon 
as  practicable. 

I am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient,  servant, 

[JAMES  B.  FEY,] 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Chief  of  Staff, 


Saint  Louis,  March  2, 1862. 
Brigadier-General  Buell,  Nashville^  Tenn. : 

Columbus  is  nearly  turned.  The  mortar  boats  will  bombard  it  this 
afternoon,  and  General  Pope  will  attack  Hew  Madrid  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. A part  of  Jeff.  Thompson’s  force  has  been  captured.  Send  to  Pa- 
ducah all  spare  transports;  we  are  greatly  in  need  of  them;  also  one 
or  two  of  the  gunboats.  Keep  one  gunboat  in  the  Cumberland.  I will 
- make  an  appointment  to  meet  you  as  soon  as  the  Columbus  movement 
is  ended. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major- General, 


Cairo,  March  2,  1862. 

Major-General  Halleck: 

Grant  writes  from  Fort  Donelson  on  28th  just  returned  from  Hash- 
ville.  Supposed  him  and  army  yet  at  Donelson.  Buell  ordered  Smith’s 
division  from  Clarksville  to  Hashville.  Sending  steamers  to  report  to 
Sherman  to  go  farther. 

Ought  they  not  to  go  up  Cumberland  for  Grant,  and  cannot  the 
twenty-five  steamers  which  went  up  Cumberland  yesterday  with  Buell’s 
forces  assist  to  bring  back  Grant  and  thence  up  Tennessee?  Can  be 
done  in  less  time  than  marching  across. 

Island  and  head  of  promontory  opposite  Hew  Madrid  low  and  over- 
flowed. 

Will  it  then  be  necessary  to  send  siege  artillery,  which  will  take,  Ly- 
ford  says,  a week  to  get  ready,  with  horses,  harness,  and  ammunition 
wagons?  Must  have  ten  horses  for  each  piece  and  move  slow. 

Can’t  send  it  to  Sikeston  by  railroad  when  ready.  Sherman  just  tele- 
grai)hs  has  sent  ten  steamers  to  Fort  Henry. 

G.  W.  CULLUM, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  March  2,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Cullum,  Cairo  : 

I think  the  bombardment  should  commence  to-day,  if  possible.  It 
will  greatly  assist  Pope  at  Hew  Madrid.  If  Columbus  should  be  evacu- 
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ated,  the  fleet  should  follow  to  Hickman  or  Island  Ho.  10.  Send  all 
transports  you  can  spare  up  the  Tennessee  River. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


Cairo,  III.,  March  2, 1862. 

General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Through  General  Sherman^  Paducah: 

General  Halleck,  February  25,  telegraphed  me: 


Grant  wiU  send  no  more  forces  to  Clarksville.  General  Smithes  division  will  come  to 
Fort  Henry  or  a point  higher  up  the  Tennessee  River.  Transports  will  also  he  col- 
lected at  Paducah.  Two  gunboats  in  Tennessee  River  with  General  Grant.  Grant 
will  immediately  have  such  garrisons  detailed  for  Forts  Donelson  and  Henry  and  all 
other  forces  made  ready  for  the  field. 

From  your  letter  of  the  28th  I learn  you  are  at  Fort  Donelson  and 
General  Smith  at  Nashville,  from  which  I infer  you  would  not  have 
received  orders. 

Halleck’s  telegram  of  last  night  says; 


Who  sent  Smith’s  division  to  Nashville  ? I ordered  it  across  to  the  Tennessee,  where 
they  are  wanted  immediately.  Order  them  back.  Send  all  spare  transports  up  Ten- 
nessee to  General  Grant. 


Evidently  the  general  sui)poses  you  on  the  Tennessee.  I am  sending 
you  all  the  transports  I can  And  for  you,  reporting  to  General  Sherman 
for  orders  to  go  up  Cumberland  for  you,  or  if  you  march  across  to  Fort 
Henry,  then  to  send  them  up  the  Tennessee. 

G.  W.  CULLUM, 
Brigadier-  General, 


Headquarters,  Paducah^  March  2,  1862 — 8 p.  m. 
General  Halleck; 

I wrote  you  to-day,  and  since  a gentleman  named  McCormick  has 
come  from  Columbus.  He  says  Columbus  was  evacuated  yesterday. 
Some  guns  left,  but  the  greater  part  carried  off  to  Island  No.  10,  above 
New  Madrid.  I had  a company  yesterday  at  the  Blandville  bridge, 
and  to-day  have  sent  a cavalry  force  to  enter  Columbus,  unless  the 
troops  ffom  Cairo  are  already  there.  The  Blandville  bridge  still 
stands,  but  all  others  are  destroyed.  The  arms  have  not  come  for  the 
Ohio  regiment,  but  mil  be  here  to-morrow.  I went  to  the  town  this 
afternoon  and  ordered  the  transfer  of  the  sick  and  wounded  prisoners 
of  war  from  the  Chauteau,  which  is  a very  large  boat,  to  the  January, 

which  is  smaller.  The  Chauteau  will  go  up  the  Tennessee  at , 

and  General  Grant  will  be  in  possession  of  twenty  good  steamboats, 
capable  of  carrying  15,000  men  and  3,000  horses.  A violent  thunder- 
storm has  been  prevailing  all  day,  interrupting  the  use  of  the  tele- 
graph, so  that  I have  been  unable  to  report  to  you. 

At  Columbus  yesterday  Mr.  McCormick  says  that  they  had  full 
accounts  of  Pope’s  intended  advance  from  Commerce.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  force  on  the  island,  if  promptly  followed,  may  be  captured,  or, 
what  may  be  better,  forced  to  abandon  their  guns,  by  General  Grant’s 
advance  towards  Memphis. 

I inclose  you  the  Memphis  Appeal  of  February  26,  containing  Gen- 
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eral  Pillow’s  account  of  tlie  battle  at  Fort  Donelson.  I write  in  haste, 
as  the  January  is  about  to  start  for  Cairo. 

I am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHEEMA^T, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  March  2,  1862 — 10  a.  in. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Saint  Louis.,  Mo. : 

Buell  thinks  the  enemy  intends  uniting  behind  the  Tennessee  Eiver, 
so  as  to  be  able  to  concentrate  either  on  you  or  Buell.  In  this  case  it 
becomes  doubly  important,  first,  to  hold  Nashville;  secondly,  next  to 
gain  possession  of  Decatur  and  the  line  of  road  in  that  vicinity,  in  order 
to  isolate  Johnston  from  Memphis  and  Columbus.  Having  accom- 
plished that,  it  would  seem  that  Memphis  and  Columbus  must  soon 
fall.  Chattanooga  is  also  a point  of  great  importance  for  us. 

Arrange  details  with  Buell. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major- General.,  Commanding. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  March  2,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  Nashville,  Tenn. : 

I have  telegraphed  Halleck  that  it  is  important  to  seize  Decatur  and 
thus  isolate  Johnston  from  Memphis  and  Columbus.  Of  course  you 
must  hold  NashviUe  firmly,  and  Chattanooga  is  a very  important  point 
to  gain. 

Arrange  details  with  Halleck,  co-operate  fully  together,  and  give 
him  all  the  assistance  you  can.  Push  Carter  forward  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  What  is  Garfield  doing? 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  West  Tennessee, 

No.  20.  ) Fort  Donelson,  March  2,  1862. 

The  following  changes  in  General  Orders,  No.  6 [February  21],  bri- 
gading and  assigning  to  division  the  troops  of  this  command,  are 
hereby  made : 

The  Forty-eighth  Illinois  Volunteers  is  transferred  from  the  Second 
Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  to  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division;  the 
Eighteenth  Illinois  Volunteers  from  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division, 
to  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division ; and  the  Fifty-second  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers from  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  to  the  Second  Brigade, 
Fourth  Division. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  IT.  S.  Grant: 

JNO.  A.  EAWLINS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  District  of  West  Tennessee, 

No.  14.  1 Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  March  2,  1862. 

# # * * * * * 

2.  Two  brigades  of  each  the  First  and  Fourth  Division  will  proceed 
without  delay  to  the  Tennessee  Elver  by  what  is  known  as  the  Eidge 


Chap.  XVn.l  COKRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  679 

or  Furnace  road,  and  go  into  camp  at  the  most  accessible  point  for 
embarking  on  steamers.  Three  days’  rations  will  be  taken  and  40 
rounds  of  ammunition,  besides  Avhat  is  contained  in  cartridge  boxes. 
All  weak  and  disabled  soldiers  are  to  be  left  behind.  Camp  and  gar- 
rison equipage  is  to  be  taken,  but  soldiers  are  to  be  limited  as  per 
General  Orders,  No.  17.  No  officer  or  soldier  not  entitled  to  forage 
will  be  permitted  to  ride  on  horseback  or  to  have  a horse  with  them. 

Attention  of  division,  brigade,  and  regimental  commanders  is  par- 
ticularly called  to  the  execution  of  this  order. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant: 

JNO.  A.  EAWLINS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Nashville,  Tenn.,  March  3 [2],  1862 — 11.30  [9]  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  Georue  B.  McClellan: 

No  material  change  in  affairs  since  my  dispatch  of  yesterday. 

McCook’s  division  came  up  last  night.  Two  brigades  have  crossed 
to-day.  Thomas’  division  has  just  arrived  by  water. 

I am  organizing  depots,  &c.  We  are  finding  every  day  large  quan- 
tities of  public  provisions,  jirincipally  bacon.  The  city  is  quiet  and 
orderl3^  The  enemy  is  leaving  Murfreesborough  and  going  towards 
Decatur  and  Chattanooga,  and  destroying  all  bridges  as  he  goes.  We 
will  have  to  rebuild. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Nashville,  Tenn.,  March  3,  1862. 

General  McClellan: 

Dispatch  received.  I have  four  divisions  up;  three  and  a half  on  this 
side  of  tlie  river.  Those  coming  by  land  have  arrived  without  baggage. 
Tlie  crossing  is  tedious.  I can’t  get  exactly  at  what  Halleck  is  doing, 
and  tberefoi  e can’t  see  how  to  assist  him  at  this  moment  if  he  should 
need  it.  I liave  proposed  an  interview  with  him  and  would  like  you  to 
be  jireseiit.  He  has  to  defer  it  a few  days.  1 sent  Garfield  to  chase 
Marshall  entirely  out  of  Kentucky.  Have  not  heard  from  him  recently. 
It  will  bring  him  down  towards  Cumberland  Gap,  and  I will  then  unite 
him  with  Carter,  who  in  the  mean  time  will,  1 hope,  have  gained  some 
advantage  at  the  Gai).  Use  all  your  persuasion  against  the  appoint- 
ment of  a military  governor  for  Tennessee.  It  will  do  incalculable  harm. 
Beg  the  President  to  wait. 

D.  C.  BUELL. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  March  3,  [received*?]  1862. 
General  Georue  B.  McClellan,  Washington^  D.  €.: 

General  Poiie  will  attack  New  Madrid  to-morrow.  At  the  same  time 
there  will  be  a bombardment  of  Columbus. 

I have  had  no  communication  with  General  Grant  for  more  than  a 
week.  He  left  his  command  without  my  authority  and  went  to  Nash- 
ville. His  army  seems  to  be  as  much  demoralized  by  the  victory  of 
Fort  Donelson  as  was  that  of  the  Potomac  by  the  defeat  of  Bull  Kun. 
It  is  hard  to  censure  a successful  general  immediately  after  a victory, 
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but  I think  he  richly  deserves  it.  I can  get  no  returns,  no  reports,  no 
information  of  any  kind  from  him.  Satisfied  with  his  victory,  he  sits 
down  and  enjoys  it  without  any  regard  to  the  future.  I am  "worn-out 
and  tired  with  this  neglect  and  inefficiency.  0.  F.  Smith  is  almost  the 
only  officer  equal  to  the  emergency. 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 


Washington,  March  3,  1862 — 6 p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Saint  Louis: 

Your  dispatch  of  last  evening  received.  The  future  success  of  our 
cause  demands  that  proceedings  such  as  Grant’s  should  at  once  be 
checked.  Generals  must  observe  discipline  as  well  as  private  soldiers. 
Do  not  hesitate  to  arrest  him  at  once  if  the  good  of  the  service  requires 
it,  and  place  C.  F.  Smith  in  command.  You  are  at  liberty  to  regard 
this  as  a positive  order  if  it  will  smooth  your  way. 

I appreciate  the  difficulties  you  have  to  encounter,  and  will  be  glad 
to  relieve  you  from  trouble  as  far  as  possible. 

GEO.  B.  McClellan, 
Major-General^  Commanding  U,  8.  Army. 

Approved: 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Nashville,  Tenn.,  March  3,  1862 — 12  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

General  Buell’s  army  is  concentrating  rapidly  at  this  point,  and  will 
be  ready  for  forward  movements  in  a few  days.  Can  General  McClellan 
visit  Louisville,  and  there  meet,  by  appointment.  General  Halleck  and 
General  Buell,  for  consultation,  to  determine  movements  for  Western 
forces. 

I believe  this  to  be  important. 

THOMAS  A.  SCOTT, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Nashville,  Tenn.,  March  3,  1862. 

Major-General  Halleck: 

What  can  I do  to  aid  your  operations  against  Columbus  ? Eemem- 
ber  I am  separated  from  you  by  the  Tennessee.  Johnston  is  moving 
towards  Decatur  and  destroying  the  bridges  as  he  goes.  I have  only 
one  gunboat;  all  the  others  returned  at  once.  I also  sent  Smith  back 
Saturday  last.  Spare  transports  will  be  dispatched  to  Paducah. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Twelfth  Brigade, 

Camp  Cumberland  Ford.,  March  3,  1862. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Fry, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Captain:  On  the  1st  instant  I had  succeeded  in  getting  a supply  of 
nearly  five  days’  rations  for  the  command,  and  as  a portion  of  the 
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ammunition  sUipiied  from  Lebanon  on  the  4th  of  February  last  was 
received  that  day,  I immediately  issued  orders  for  a forward  movement 
to  take  place  this  morning.  The  Cumberland  was  not  fordable,  but 
boats  had  been  prepared  for  crossing.  Unfortunately  rain  commenced 
falling  on  the  evening  of  the  2d  instant  and  continued  until  this  morn- 
ing, causing  such  a rise  in  the  river  and  streams  between  this  and  the 
Gap  as  to  render  the  way  impassable.  The  order  for  an  advance  was 
duly  countermanded  .when  it  was  found  that  the  bridge  over  Clear 
Creek  was  covered  and  after  a portion  of  one  regiment  had  crossed 
the  river.  The  road  is  now  impassable  for  wagons  between  this  and 
Flat  Lick,  as  a portion  of  it  is  under  water.  Ever  since  our  arrival 
here  we  have  had  daily  to  encounter  difficulties,  in  roads  waslied  away, 
bridges  destroyed,  and  almost  incessant  rains.  Never  before  have  I 
seen  roads  in  such  a condition,  and  unless  there  comes  a favorable 
change  soon  in  the  weather,  it  will  be  impossible  to  transport  suxiplies 
to  our  force. 

By  information  received  from  different  sources,  and  which  seems  to 
be  reliable,  the  rebels  at  the  Gap  have  been  re-enforced  by  a North 
Carolina  regiment.  Colonel  Vance,  a Georgia  regiment,  and  one  or  two 
Mississippi  regiments.  If  I had  men  enough  to  divide  the  force  and 
send  one  x)ortion  across  the  mountains,  at,  say.  Big  Creek  Ga]),  to  take 
the  enemy  in  rear,  I think  that  we  could  capture  the  whole  force,  but 
our  effective  strength,  taking  out  the  guards,  &c.,  is  about  3,300.  I 
shall  be  prevented  separating  them  so  far  as  not  to  be  within  sup- 
porting distance.  If  I can  do  no  more,  I shall  endeavor  to  protect  this 
portion  of  the  State  from  any  further  inroads  on  the  part  of  the  rebels. 
Much  of  the  time  since  we  have  been  here  men  have  been  on  short 
rations.  No  ammunition  for  the  Tennessee  rifles  has  arrived. 

EespectfuUy  yours,  &c., 

S.  P.  CAETEE, 

Acting  Brigadier-  General,  Commanding  Twelfth  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Eighteenth  Brigade, 

Camp  Brownlow,  March  3,  1862. 

Col.  C.  A.  Marshall, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Kentuchy  Volunteers: 


Dear  Sir  : In  view  of  the  extraordinary  flckleness  of  the  Big  Sandy, 
I presume  it  has  been  impossible  for  you  to  move  up  this  way,  as  my 
last  order  directed.  The  losses  we  have  sustained  require  me  to  delay 
the  forward  movement  for  some  time.  You  will  therefore  move  a part 
or  all  of  your  command  to  Louisa,  to  guard  that  post  from  any  depre- 
dations which  may  be  threatened  by  marauding  bands  of  rebels  from 
the  Virginia  side,  and  hold  yourself  in  readiness  to  move  when  the 
time  is  ripe.  I send  the  jiaymaster  on  the  first  boat,  and  you  wiU  delay 
any  movement  till  your  troops  are  paid. 

The  acting  assistant  adjutant-general  will  communicate  Avith  you  in 
person  in  reference  to  our  movements.  I have  reason  to  hope  that  we 
may  before  very  long  be  able  to  see  a broader  field  of  activity,  and  I 
hope  I may  be  permitted  to  have  your  fine  regiment  with  me. 

Very  respectfuEy, 


J.  A.  GAEFIELD, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  March  4,  1862. 

General  Buell,  Nashville,  Tenn.: 

If  Jolinston  lias  destroyed  the  railroad  and  bridges  in  his  rear  he 
eannot  return  to  attack  you.  AVhy  not  come  to  the  Tennessee  and 
operate  with  me  to  cut  Johnston^s  line  with  Memphis,  Eandolph,  and 
Eew  Madrid?  Columbus  has  been  evacuated  and  destroyed.  Enemy 
is  concentrating  at  New  Madrid  and  Island  No.  10.  I am  concentrat- 
ing a force  of  20,000  against  him.  Grant,  with  all  available  force,  has 
gone  up  the  Tennessee  to  destroy  connections  at  Corinth,  Jackson, 
and  Humboldt.  Estimated  strength  of  enemy  at  New  Madrid,  Ean- 
doli3h,  and  Memphis  is  50,000.  It  is  of  yital  importance  to  separate  them 
from  Johnston’s  army.  Come  over  to*  Savannah  or  Florence  and  we 
can  do  it.  We  then  can  operate  either  on  Decatur  or  Memphis  or  on 
both,  as  mav  appear  best. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  March  4,  1862. 
Major-General  McClellan,  Washington : 

A rumor  has  just  reached  me  that  since  the  taking  of  Fort  Donelson 
General  Grant  has  resumed  his  former  bad  habits.*  If  so,  it  will  ac- 
count for  his  neglect  of  my  often-repeated  orders.  I do  not  deem  it 
advisable  to  arrest  him  at  present,  but  have  placed  General  Smith  in 
command  of  the  expedition  up  the  Tennessee.  I think  Smith  will 
restore  order  and  discipline. 

I hear  unofficially,  but  from  a reliable  source,  that  our  forces  took 
possession  of  Columbus  this  morning,  the  enemy  falling  back  to  Island 
No.  10  and  New  Madrid.  I am  expecting  official  telegram  hourlv. 

H.  W.  HALLECK,*^ 

Major-General. 


Columbus,  Ky.,  March  4,  1862. 

Major-General  Halleck  : 

The  battalion  of  Second  Illinois  Cavalry,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hogg,  sent  from  Paducah  day  before  yesterday,  reached  Columbus  yes- 
terday at  6 p.  m.,  the  enemy’s  cavalry  having  just  evacuated.  Five 
gunboats,  under  Commodore  Foote  j General  Cullum,  on  board  the  tug- 
boat 5 and  the  Twenty-seventh  Illinois,  Colonel  Buford  ; Forty-second 
Illinois,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Northrop;  and  two  battalions,  composed 
of  the  Fifty-fifth  Illinois,  Major  Sanger,  Fifty-fourth  and  Seventy-first 
Ohio,  under  Major  Andrews,  dropped  down  this  morning,  and  after 
some  reconnoitering  they  discovered  our  flag  and  came  ashore,  finding 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hogg  in  possession.  Have  occui)ied  the  fort  with 
the  infantry.  Fort  very  extensive,  and  large  amount  of  guns,  shot, 
shell,  and  stores  abandoned  by  the  enemy.  Will  dispatch  for  the 
Tennessee  Eiver  instantly  the  Aleck  Scott  and  T.  L.  McGill. 

W.  T.  SHEEMAN, 

Brigadier- General. 

* See  Thomas  to  Halleck,  March  10,  and  Hallecks  rexdy,  March  15,  p.  683. 
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Headquarters, 

Saint  Louis^  March  4,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

Oiir  cavalry  from  Paducali  marclied  into  Columbus  yesterday  at  6 
p.  m.,  driving  before  them  the  enemy^s  rear  guard.  The  flag  of  the 
Union  is  flying  over  the  boasted  “Gibraltar  of  the  West.”  Finding 
himself  comx)letely  turned  on  both  sides  of  tlie  Mississippi,  the  enemy 
was  obliged  to  evacuate  or  surrender.  Large  quantities  of  artillery 
and  stores  were  captured. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Adjutant- GeneraVs  Office^  Washington^  March  10,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Mississippi^  Saint  Louis : 

It  has  been  reported  that  soon  after  the  battle  of  Fort  Honelson  Briga- 
dier-General Grant  left  his  command  without  leave.  By  direction  of 
the  President  the  Secretary  of  War  desires  you  to  ascertain  and  report 
whether  General  Grant  left  his  command  at  any  time  without  proper 
authority,  and,  if  so,  for  how  long;  whether  he  has  made  to  you  proi^er 
reports  and  returns  of  his  force;  whether  he  has  committed  any  acts 
which  were  unauthorized  or  not  in  accordance  with  military  subordina- 
tion or  ])roprietv,  and,  if  so,  what. 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Mississippi, 

Saint  LouiSj  March  15,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  of  the  Army ^ Washington: 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions  of  the  10th  instant  I report 
that  General  Grant  and  several  officers  of  high  rank  in  his  command, 
immediately  after  the  battle  of  Fort  Donelson  went  to  IS'ashville  with- 
out my  authority  or  knowledge.  I am  satisfied,  however,  from  investi- 
gation, that  General  Grant  did  this  from  good  intentions  and  from  a 
desire  to  subserve  the  public  interests. 

FTot  being  advised  of  General  BuelPs  movements,  and  learning  that 
General  Buell  had  ordered  Smith’s  division  of  his  (Grant’s)  command 
to  Kashville,  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  go  there  in  person.  Iluring  the 
absence  of  General  Grant  and  a part  of  his  general  officers  numerous 
irregularities  are  said  to  have  occurred  at  Fort  Donelson.  These  were 
in  violation  of  the  orders  issued  by  General  Grant  before  his  departure, 
and  probably,  under  the  circumstances,  were  unavoidable. 

General  Grant  has  made  the  proper  explanations,  and  has  been 
directed  to  resume  his  command  in  the  field.  As  he  acted  from  a praise- 
worthy although  mistaken  zeal  for  the  public  service  in  going  to  ilash- 
ville  and  leaving  his  command,  I respectfully  recommend  that  no 
further  notice  be  taken  of  it.  There  never  has  been  any  want  of  mili- 
tary subordination  on  the  part  of  General  Grant,  and  his  failure  to 
make  returns  of  his  forces  has  been  explained  as  resulting  partly  from 
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the  failure  of  colonels  of  regiments  to  report  to  him  on  their  arrival 
and  partly  from  an  interruption  of  telegraphic  communication.  All 
these  irregularities  have  now  been  remedied. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


CORRESRONIDKlSrCE,  EXC. 

Ordnance  Office, 
Nashville^  Tenn.,  November  20,  1861. 

Col.  W.  W.  Mackall, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Nashville: 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith,  for  the  information  cf 
the  general  commanding,  a copy  of  telegram  received  from  the  Chief 
of  Ordnance,  Eichmond,  under  date  of  19th  instant,  in  reply  to  one 
from  this  ofSce  of  same  date : 


Richmond,  November  19,  1861. 

Lieutenant  Wright,  Nashville : 

About  5,000  rifles  are  assigned  to  General  Jobnston  out  of  those  received.  You  can 
have  as  much  money  as  you  want  for  purchase. 

J.  GORGAS. 

From  this  I suppose  that  I will  be  authorized  to  purchase  good, 
serviceable  arms  as  required. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  H.  WEIGHT, 

First  Lieutenant  Artillery  and  Ordnance,  C,  8.  Army, 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Western  Department, 

Columbus,  Ky,,  November  20,  1861. 

General  Sam.  D.  Weakley,  James  E.  Saunders,  and  others, 

Committee,  Alabama : 

In  reply  to  your  verbal  inquiries,  I have  to  say  that  our  position 
here  is  of  great  strength,  and  that  we  can  hold  it  against  greatly  supe- 
rior numbers  of  the  enemy ; but  unless  we  are  supported  on  the  flank 
and  rear  by  forces  to  strengthen  our  present  column,  now  at  Feliciana, 
near  Union  City,  the  country  south  of  us  is  open'  to  an  advancing 
column,  and  by  cutting  our  railroad  communication  we  would  be  iso- 
lated from  the  country  south  of  this  position.  If  this  was  done,  and 
the  enemy  should  seize  New  Madrid  (which  he  can  easily  do)  and 
fortify  it,  (fitting  our  river  communication,  and  thus  cutting  off  our 
supplies  by  land  and  water,  it  is  manifest  that  the  force  at  this  place 
would  soon  be  starved  out.  Without  additional  force  at  this  place  the 
same  result  may  take  place  by  a force  of  30,000  or  40,000  men  invest- 
ing the  place  and  reducing  it  by  famine.  In  the  event  of  this  place 
being  reduced  by  this  mode,  the  result  would  be  the  same,  viz,  the  loss 
of  the  army  and  all  its  arms,  artillery,  &c.,  the  opening  of  the  river  to 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  isolating  all  the  country  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, destroying  the  great  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  with  all  its  untold 
wealth.  The  magnitude  of  the  calamity  to  the  country  can  be  appre- 
ciated by  those  only  who  know.  In  regard  to  the  question.  Do  I con- 
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sider  the  Teunessee  River  safe,  I answer  unhesitatingly  that  I do 
not.  The  work  at  Fort  Henry  is  as  good  as  we  could  construct  in  the 
time  allowed  for  it  and  the  means  at  our  hands  j hut  we  have  received 
but  little  assistance  from  any  quarter  in  the  construction  of  the  works 
on  the  Mississippi,  Tennessee,  and  Cumberland,  except  from  Tennes- 
see, and  in  guns.  The  exigencies  of  the  service  of  the  Confederate 
Government  have  induced  it  to  take  most  of  the  troops  raised  in  Ten- 
nessee and  the  Mississippi  Valley  to  Virginia.  She  is  not  strong 
enough  to  sustain  unaided  the  great  conflict  before  us.  Our  sister 
State  South  must  come  to  our  support.  We  will  furnish  the  necessary 
engineers  to  lay  oft  additional  works  on  Tennessee  River  and  superin- 
tend their  construction  and  will  provide  artillery,  if  Alabama  will 
provide  the  labor  for  construction  and  the  troops  to  garrison  the  work, 
and  make  that  river  secure  against  the  enemy.  But  all  troops  de- 
signed for  our  support  must  be  armed.  We  can  supply  them  with 
ammunition  and  with  rifles  and  shot-guns,  and  our  troops  will  defend 
our  strongly-fortified  positions  as  eflectually  as  if  they  had  the  musket 
and  bayonet,  for  the  bayonet  can  never  be  used  in  intrenched  works. 
If  Alabama  will  furnish  the  means  of  constructing  these  works  and 
the  forces  to  garrison  them,  with  arms,  &c.,  the  troops  from  that  State 
will  be  placed  in  them  for  the  purpose  of  defending  them,  thus  allow- 
ing her  to  hold  the  keys  of  the  gate-way  into  her  OAvn  territory. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GID.  J.  PILLOW, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Okolono,  Tenn.,  N'ovemher  20,  1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War,  tfc.,  Richmond^  Ya.  : 

Sir  : Permit  me  to  make  a light  draught  upon  your  time,  and  ask 
your  attention  to  a few  suggestions  in  reference  to  the  rebellion  of  East 
Tennessee.  I am  a citizen  of  Carter  County,  and  have  been  all  my  life, 
except  a temporary  absence,  which  I spent  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 
In  my  judgment  there  is  not  a Union  man  in  Carter  County  who  was 
not  involved  to  some  extent  in  the  rebellion.  Many  of  them  were 
drawn  into  it  by  wicked  leaders,  and  some  have  heartily  repented, 
but  many  others  will  seek  the  first  favorable  opportunity  to  repeat  the 
experiment.  Under  these  circumstances,  what  can  be  done  to  hold 
them  in  check  in  the  future  *?  If  a li^orthern  army  invades  the  State  at 
any  future  day,  a majority  of  our  population  will  undoubtedly  tear  up 
the  railroad,  burn  the  bridges,  and  destroy  the  lives  and  property  of 
Southern  men.  All,  however,  are  not  bad  men,  but  the  evil-disposed 
must  be  removed  from  our  midst  or  a sufficient  force  stationed  here  to 
hold  them  in  check.  If  a force  is  placed  here,  it  must  not  be  removed 
again  under  any  circumstances  until  the  end  of  the  war,  or  we  will  all 
be  ruined  and  the  railroad  torn  up.  In  this  opinion  I am  not  mistaken, 
and  hope  the  Confederate  Government  will  not  be  deceived  by  decep- 
tive professions  of  loyalty. 

If  the  military  commander  at  this  point  could  have  a discretionary 
power,  which  would  enable  him  to  inquire  into  the  character  of  the 
rebels  and  give  certain  ones  the  option  to  join  the  Confederate  service 
during  the  war  or  be  sent  on  for  trial  for  treason,  I have  no  doubt  the 
ends  of  justice  would  be  attained  and  much  annoyance  to  the  Govern- 
ment avoided.  This,  perhaps,  would  be  rather  a high-handed  move- 
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ment,  but  the  disease  is  a desperate  one,  and  requires  severe  and 
energetic  treatment.  Every  Union  man  in  the  county  either  took  up 
arms  or  was  fully  advised  of  the  intention  of  his  party  to  do  so,  so  they 
are  all  principals  or  accessaries  before  the  fact.  If  they  are  all  prose- 
cuted, every  citizen  of  East  Tennessee  must  be  arraigned  before  the  court 
or  brought  up  as  witnesses.  Nearly  every  rebel  in  my  county  could  be 
convicted  if  all  the  Southern-rights  citizens  were  brought  up  as  wit- 
nesses 5 but  this,  perhaps,  would  look  too  much  like  political  prosecu- 
tions. 

Martial  law  ought  to  be  enforced  in  every  county  in  East  Tennessee 
to  hold  these  bad  men  in  proper  restraint,  but  our  President  is  very 
averse  to  such  a policy.  But  be  assured  if  the  Northern  despotism 
succeeds  in  throwing  a strong  military  force  in  here  we  shall  have  much 
worse  than  martial  law.  Even  now  our  most  quiet  and  law-abiding 
citizens  have  been  shot  down  in  cold  blood  from  behind  coverts  by  the 
tories,  and  the  proof  can  be  made  that  Unionists  have  been  tampering 
with  the  slaves. 

The  mass  of  the  Union  party  religiously  believed  that  a Northern 
army  of  at  least  100,000  men  was  in  East  Tennessee  before  they  began 
this  rebellious  demonstration.  The  Southern  men  have  all  been  dis- 
armed, and  the  tories  have  apparently  disbanded  in  most  of  the  coun- 
ties, but  really  gone  home  to  await  the  approach  of  an  invading  army. 
If  we  are  invaded,  every  Southern  man  will  be  taken  a prisoner  or  else 
murdered  in  the  night-time.  Our  very  existence  depends  on  Mr.  Lin- 
coln’s ability  to  invade  the  State.  Under  these  circumstances  ought 
we  not  to  have  all  the  aid  in  the  power  of  the  Government  to  bestow  ? 

If  we  are  not  invaded,  a few  thousand  troops  will  keep  the  rebels 
quiet  until  thej^  are  completely  subdued,  but  a hostile  force  here  will 
open  iq)  a passway  for  our  enemies  down  through  North  Carolina, 
Georgia,  and  all  the  Gulf  States.  Of  this  I think  there  can  be  no  sort 
of  doubt.  In  addition  to  all  this.  East  Tennessee  is  full  of  spies  and 
emissaries.  Military  law  alone,  in  my  judgment,  will  stop  the  inter- 
course of  these  spies  with  their  colaborers  in  Kentucky.  Men  come 
here  under  the  guise  of  refugees  from  Kentucky  and  Maryland,  and 
thus  hold  intercourse  with  our  enemies. 

Asking  your  pardon  for  my  boldness  and  the  hasty  manner  of  writ- 
ing this  letter,  I am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

MADISON  T.  PEOPLES. 


Brigade  Headquarters, 

Warthurg,  one  mile  from  Montgomery^  November  20,  1861. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Mackall, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General^  Bowling  Green,  Ky.: 

Sir  : I am  moving  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  with  four  and  a half 
infantry  regiments,  a battalion  of  cavalry,  and  Kutledge’s  artillery,  to 
unite  with  Stanton’s  command  (his  and  Murray’s  regiments  and  Mc- 
Clellan’s cavalry)  beyond  Jamestown,  with  a view  of  taking  a strong 
position  on  the  Cumberland  Biver  beyond  Monticello.  The  country  is 
sterile  from  near  Clinton  to  beyond  Jamestown,  Tenn.  The  counties 
of  Wayne  and  Clinton  and  the  western  half  of  Pulaski,  in  Kentucky, 
are,  I learn,  comparatively  good  counties  for  subsistence  and  foragt^.  If 
I can  find  a good  position  on  the  Cumberland  for  hutting  in  winter  I 
hope,  by  scouring  the  country  on  the  north  bank  down  to  Burkesville 
occasionally,  to  command  the  river,  and  draw  supplies  from  Nashville 
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when  the  roads  to  Knox^dlle  are  bad.  From  this  c^mi)  as  a base  of 
operations  1 hope  in  mild  weather  to  penetrate  the  country  towards 
London  or  Danville,  or  in  other  directions,  and  command  the  approaches 
to  Cumberland  Gap  or  Jacksborongh.  I hope  it  may  be  practicable, 
by  scouring  the  intervening  country  occasionally  by  detachments  from 
both  camps,  to  establish  and  safely  maintain  a line  of  express  messen- 
gers between  Geueral  Buckner’s  outposts  and  my  camp. 

My  information,  when  at  Knoxville,  induces  me  to  believe  that  the 
numbers  under  Clift,  in  Hamilton  County,  were  greatly  exaggerated.  I 
doubt  whether  he  had  at  any  time  more  than  100  to  200  followers.  They 
are  not  now  to  be  found,  having  dispersed.  The  tories  in  Sevier  seem 
also  to  have  retired  where  as  yet  our  troops  are  not  able  to  find  them.  I 
sent  a few  men  up  to  Greene ville  to  arrest  Andrew  Johnson’s  sons  and 
son-in-law.  Have  no  late  news  from  Carter  and  Johnson  Counties.  By 
this  time  I presume  General  Carroll  is  at  Knoxville,  in  command,  and 
, instructed  to  make  proper  dispositions  to  guard  the  railroads  and  crush 
the  tory  combinations. 

The  recent  burning  of  the  bridges  brought  a crisis  which  I think 
demonstrates  that  but  comparatively  a small  proportion  of  the  popula- 
tion will  now  give  countenance  to  hostile  acts  against  the  Confederate 
Government,  and  that  those  who  are  still  hostile  are  only  running  upon 
their  own  destruction.  They  should  now  be  dealt  very  severely  with. 
Leniency  and  forbearance  have  gradually  won  many  thousands  over 
who  would  have  been  driven  to  the  enemy  had  our  policy  been  severe 
two  months  ago,  but  those  that  are  yet  hostile  can  only  be  cured  of 
their  folly  by  severity.  They  should  be  made  to  feel  in  their  persons 
and  their  property  that  their  hostile  attitude  promises  to  them  nothing 
but  destruction. 

Yery  respectfully, 

F.  K.  ZOLLICOFFER, 

Brigadier- General. 


Abstract  from  return  of  Brig.  Gen.  F.  K.  ZolUcoffeFs  command  for  November  20,  1861,. 
headquarters  Wartburg,  Tenn. 


Troops. 

/ 

Present  for  j 
duty. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Ifith  Aln.ha.TtiJi  (ha.t.talinn)  

22 

28 

26 

28 

43 

13 

4 

303 

515 

371 

603 

637 

297 

105 

15th  Mississippi 

1 7t,h  TfiTiTiPsap.ft - 

19th  Tennessee 

20th  Tennessee  ... 

1 at  TpTiTip.aaee  Cavalry  (hattalinn) 

Ist  Tennessee  Artillery,  Company  A 

Total - 

164 

2,  831 

Aggregate  present 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

401 

455 

701 

1,051 

538 

938 

693 

939 

765 

961 

341 

376 

126 

137 

3,  565 

4,  857 

/ Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green^  Ky.,  November  21,  1861. 
His  Excellency  John  J.  Pettus, 

Governor  of  State  of  Mississippi  : 

To  oppose  the  formidable  invasion  about  to  be  made  by  the  enemy 
upon  the  northern  line  of  Tennessee,  with  the  design  to  penetrate  the 
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valley  of  tlie  Millsissippi,  the  Secretary  of  War  has  authorized  me  to 
call  upon  your  excellency  for  all  the  armed  men  that  can  he  raised  in 
your  State. 

I therefore  call  upon  you  to  assist  me  with  every  soldier  of  your  mil- 
itia into  whose  hands  arms  can  be  placed. 

From  the  fact  that  it  is  more  economical  and  less  inconvenient  to 
the  citizen,  a volunteer  force  is  more  desirable  than  militia  if  it  can  be 
raised  as  promptly,  but  time  is  now  of  the  first  importance  to  enable 
me  to  cover  the  homes  of  our  people  and  save  them  from  the  suffering 
always  incident  to  an  invasion.  I rely  on  the  prompt  and  earnest  efforts 
of  your  excellency  to  furnish  as  large  a force  as  possible  at  the  earliest 
day,  to  be  armed  and  assembled  at  such  convenient  rendezvous  as  you 
may  designate,  where  proper  officers  will  furnish  them  supplies.  De- 
sirable as  it  is  to  have  men  enlisted  for  the  war,  the  emergency  does  not 
permit  the  Government  to  insist,  as  heretofore,  on  this  condition.  I will 
receive  all  armed  men  for  a period  of  twelve  months. 

Companies  will  be  transported  at  Government  expense  from  points 
where  organized,  and  your  excellency’s  order  for  the  movement  will  be 
authority  to  my  officers  to  pay  the  charges  of  such  transportation. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 
General^  C.  8.  Army. 

A duplicate  of  this  letter  sent  to  Governor  of  Alabama,  with  excep- 
tion that  it  called  for  troops  from  Northern  Alabama. 


PROCLAMATION. 


Executive  Office, 
Jackson^  November  21,  1861. 

Wliereas  the  Legislature  has,  by  an  act  approved  this  day,  authorized 
and  empowered  me  to  receive  and  muster  into  the  service  of  the  State 
any  number  of  volunteers,  not  exceeding  10,000,  by  companies  or  squads, 
or  individuals  offering  themselves,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  to  serve 
in  defense  of  Columbus,  Ky.,  or  any  other  threatened  position,  for  sixty 
days : 

Now,  therefore,  by  virture  of  the  power  thus  vested  in  me,  I will  re- 
ceive any  company,  squad,  or  individual  tendered  to  me,  armed  and 
equipped ; double-barreled  shot-guns  or  hunting  rifles  will  be  considered 
efficient  arms.  It  will  be  necessary  for  each  volunteer  to  provide  his 
clothing  and  blankets  and  cooking  utensils  of  easy  transportation,  as 
provision  of  those  articles  cannot  be  made  by  the  quartermaster  of  the 
State. 

The  places  of  rendezvous  are  Corinth  and  Grenada,  where  officers 
will  be  in  readiness  to  receive  and  organize  into  companies,  battalions, 
or  regiments  such  volunteers  as  present  themselves.  Transportation 
will  be  furnished  from  the  depots  nearest  the  place  of  assembling  to 
the  rendezvous  for  all  companies,  squads,  or  individuals. 

The  commanders  of  companies  and  squads  are  authorized  to  sign  cer- 
tificates showing  the  number  of  men  and  distance  traveled  by  their  re- 
spective commands,  which  certificates  will  be  received  as  evidence  of 
the  indebtedness  of  the  State. 

All  volunteers  should  provide  themselves  with  three  days’  rations. 
All  who  have  efficient  arms  I hope  will  bring  them,  and  if  they  cannot, 
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put  them  in  the  hands  of  some  able  and  serviceable  man  who  will  bring* 
them  to  the  aid  of  the  State.  Yobinteers  requested  to  be  at  places  of 
rendezvous  by  Monday  next,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  possible. 

Generals  Reuben  Davis  and  J.  L.  Alcorn  will  command  the  troops 
thus  raised. 

JOHN  J.  PETTUS. 


Clarksville,  November  21,  1861. 

General  Polk: 

A telegram  at  10  p.  m.  from  General  Johnston  changes  my  destina- 
tion. I am  ordered  to  take  charge  of  Ports  Henry  and  Donelson  and 
the  region  around  about.  I am  very  sorry  not  to  be  with  you. 

LLOYD  TILGHMAN, 
Brigadier- General^  G.  S.  Army. 


ChattanooGtA,  November  21,  1861. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War: 

General  Carroll  has  gone  on  to  Zollicoffer.  Colonel  Cook’s  regiment, 
partly  armed,  and  the  Seventh  Alabama  Regiment,  are  here.  I have 
assumed  command.  Tories  now  quiet,  but  not  convinced.  Executions 
needed. 

S.  A.  M.  WOOD, 

Colonel  Seventh  Alabama  Regiment  Volu7it§ers. 


Richmond,  November  22,  1861. 

Colonel  Wood, 

Seve7ith  Alabama  Regiment^  Chattanooga.^  Tenn.: 

Your  dispatch  received  and  also  report.  Have  you  reported  to  Col- 
onel Leadbetter,  according  to  orders  ? If  so,  your  report  should  have 
been  addressed  to  him  for  transmission  to  this  Deiiartment.  If  not, 
you  will  report  to  him  immediately  by  letter  to  Jonesborough. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Boivling  Green j November  22,  1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  Leonidas  Polk,  ' 

Commanding  First  Division.^  Columbus,  Ky. : 

I am  directed  to  inform  you  that  50  barrels  of  powder  went  forward 
yesterday  to  Memphis  for  Fort  Pillow  and  2 tons  additional  the  day 
before  to  Columbus. 

General  Johnston  has  authorized  the  organization  of  a battalion  at 
Grenada,  Miss.,  of  which  Lieutenant  Hardcastle  will  probably  be 
elected  the  commander,  and  has  ordered  it  to  go  to  Memphis  and 
report  to  you. 

You  will  order  the  monthly  payment  of  such  guides  as  you  retain  in 
service  by  the  Quartermaster’s  Department — Davis,  the  pay  of  captain  ; 
Faulkner,  of  lieutenant  j and  to  the  other  men  $45  iier  month. 
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TLe  general  has  called  on  the  Governors  of  Tennessee,  Mississippi, 
and  North  Alabama  for  every  man  who  can  be  armed  for  the  defense 
of  oiir  frontier.  General  Pillow  v^as  advised  by  telegram  that  Louisi- 
ana would  send  to  Fort  Pillow  every  artillerist  that  could  be  spared, 
and  also  two  regiments  of  infantry,  with  100  rounds  of  ammunition. 
Your  orders  should  meet  them  at  Memphis. 

The  general  further  remarks,  Fort  Columbus  being  comiileted,  your 
force  will  now  be  free  to  maneuver  in  reference  to  the  movements  of 
the  enemy,  and  to  act  as  a corps  of  observation  to  prevent  the  siege  of 
rhe  place,  and  should  be  so  handled  as  to  avoid  being  caught  between 
the  enemy  and  the  river  and  surrounded  and  cut  off  from  the  maga- 
zine and  re -enforcements. 

His  efforts  have  been  continuous  to  bring  a force  into  the  field  to 
meet  the  present  emergency  (long  anticipated),  and  he  trusts  they  will 
prove  successful.  Major  Jackson  was  some  time  since  ordered  to  put 
six  months’  suiiply  of  provisions  for  the  computed  garrison  into  Fort  Co- 
lumbus. Let  this  supply  be  put  there  from  the  stores  on  hand  and  kept 
at  that  level,  the  garrison  and  troops  without  drawing  their  current 
su})plies  from  Jackson  depot. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Brigade  Headquarters, 
Jamestown^  Tenn.^  Afov.  22,  1861. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector- General^  Richmond: 

Sir  : Heavy  rains  have  made  the  roads  slippery  and  will  somewhat 
retard  our  progress.  Day  before  yesterday  I ordered  Colonel  Stanton, 
with  his  regiment.  Colonel  Alurray’s  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  McClellaii’s 
caA^alry,  encamped  about  10  miles  north  of  Jamestown,  to  make  a rapid 
and  stealthy  forward  movement  to  capture  the  ferry-boats  at  four  or 
five  crossings  of  the  Cumberland,  and,  if  jiracticable,  the  enemy’s  cav- 
alry said  to  be  on  this  side  of  the  river.  I have  not  heard  whether  the 
movement  has  been  made.  I see  it  stated  in  the  Nashville  newsi)apers 
that  General  Ward  has  2,000  men  at  Campbellsville,  1,200  at  Columbia, 
and  a regiment  at  Lebanon.  It  is  reported  to  Colonel  Stanton  that  the 
two  or  three  regiments  between  Somerset  and  the  river  have  moved 
t owards  Columbia,  to  join  other  forces  there.  He  communicates  also  a 
rumor  of  the  crossing  of  the  Cumberland  by  a force  of  the  enemy  at 
Green’s  Ferry  5 but  all  these  reports  seem  to  be  uncertain. 

I have  no  dispatches  from  Knoxville  since  I left  there,  but  hear 
thiough  various  scouting  parties  that  the  tories  in  Lower  East  Tennes- 
see are  dispersed,  a number  of  prisoners  taken,  a few  Lincolnites  killed 
.•ind  wounded,  and  several  hundred  guns  captured.  Citizens  have 
turned  out  in  large  numbers  and  assisted  the  soldiers  in  scouring  the 
mountains  and  hunting  down  the  fugitive  traitors.  They  should  now 
be  pursued  to  extermination,  if  possible. 

Very  respectfully, 

F.  K.  ZOLLICOFFER, 

Brigadier- General. 


[Similar  report  to  Colonel  Mackall.J 
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Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Western  Departiment, 

Columbus^  Ky.j  November  22,  18G1. 

ISHAM  G.  Harris, 

Governor  of  Tennessee^  Nashville,  Tenn. : 

AYe  know  we  shall  be  attacked  soon.  Tlie  enemy’s  gunboats  came 
down  to-day,  made  a grand  flourish,  but  did  not  come  within  reach  of 
our  guns.  It  is  impossible  to  form  any  correct  idea  of  his  movements, 
but  you  cannot  get  up  your  forces  too  soon — I fear  not  soon  enough. 
We  can  and  will  hold  the  position  unless  we  are  invested  and  starved 
out,  and  1 am  exerting  every  possible  eftbrt  to  get  supplies.  I have 
enough  now  for  one  month. 

GID.  J.  PILLOW,  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Western  Department, 

Columbus,  Ky.,  November  22,  1861. 

Maj.  W.  W.  Mack  ALL, 

C.  8.  Army,  Bowling  Green,  Ky.: 

AYe  are  in  great  distress  in  this  army  for  want  of  money.  The  supply 
staff  is  broken  down  for  want  of  funds  and  the  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment very  much  impaired.  The  banks  of  Tennessee  have  gone  as  far 
in  meeting  our  wants  as  they  are  able  and  willing  to  do.  The  troops 
are  not  paid,  and  are  dissatified  at  nc^  being  paid.  As  yet  we  have  not 
received  one  dollar  of  assistance  towards  supplying  the  wants  of  this 
army  from  the  Confederate  Government.  We  have  borrowed  from 
banks  as  long  as  we  could,  and  bought  commissary  and  quartermasters’ 
sui)plies  as  long  as  we  have  credit  to  imrchase  anything  on  credit.  An 
army  cannot  be  supplied  without  money.  The  proper  staff  officers  have 
made  estimates  and  requisitions  again  and  again,  and  yet  we  get  no 
funds.  We  are  unable  to  sell  checks  on  Eichmond  for  money.  The 
Tennessee  banks  have  put  out  their  circulation  in  aid  of  the  Government 
to  the  limit  of  their  charters  or  nearly  so.  Quartermasters’  checks 
upon  Richmond  are  now  selling  in  the  market  at  15  per  cent,  discount. 
This  is  owing  entirely  to  the  fact  that  the  banks  are  not  able  to  cash 
the  checks  and  sustain  the  credit  of  the  Government. 

The  system  of  checking  ui^on  Eichmond  transfers  the  capital  of  the 
banks  to  Eichmond,  which  must,  of  necessity,  be  returned  in  Govern- 
ment Treasury  drafts,  or  the  banks  will  all  be  utterly  prostrate.  Ten- 
nessee is  throwing  into  the  field  such  a large  force,  and  in  equipping 
and  sustaining  it  (now  transferred  to  the  Confederate  Government)  and 
since  in  supi)lying  its  wants  has  advanced  over  $6,000,000.  The  whole 
of  this  sum  has  been  advanced  by  the  banks  of  the  State. 

You  will  perceive  in  these  facts  the  necessity  of  providing  some  means 
of  relief  for  the  command.  The  impression  which  is  extendiiig  itself 
through  the  army  and  country  that  it  is  neglected  has  a depressing 
influence  upon  all  the  friends  of  the  Government. 

Tlie  difficulties  of  the  command,  with  the  large  force  of  the  enemy  w(* 
have  to  meet,  are  in  themselves  embarrassing  enough,  but  add  to  theso. 
the  question  of  bread  and  all  the  various  wants  of  an  army,  and  you 
may  understand  the  embarrassments  of  my  position.  I address  myself 
directly  to  you,  that  you  may  have  the  iiroper  correction  appliecl.  1 
have  confidence  that  you  will  do  so.  It  will  require  $3()0,()0()  to  relieve 
the  staff  of  its  ijresent  debts  due  all  over  the  country  and  with  the 
banks  for  borrowed  money.  Please  i)lace  this  communication  before 
the  general. 


G02 
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The  want  of  money  has  rendered  it  impossible  for  the  commissaiy- 
general  to  carryout  General  Johnston’s  instructions  in  regard  to  a snp- 
])ly  of  subsistence  for  the  garrison  and  post  at  this  place.  We  Inive  on 
liand  about  thirty  days’  rations  for  the  whole  force  in  this  command. 
We  did  not  know  until  three  days  since  that  there  were  snpi)lies  at 
Jackson.  General  Polk  is  still  very  unwell  from  the  effects  of  his  injury 
from  the  explosion.  His  system  is  greatly  shocked,  and  there  are  strong 
indications  of  more  serious  results  from  it  than  was  at  first  supposed. 
I doubt  if  he  will  be  able  to  resume  command  at  an  early  day. 

I placed  in  the  hands  of  General  Polk  my  official  report  of  the  battle 
of  Belmont  some  time  since,  but  he  has  been  so  unwell,  and  having  im- 
mediately turned  over  the  command  to  me,  I apprehend  he  has  not  for- 
warded it  to  you.  I now,  being  in  command  of  the  department,  trans- 
mit you  a copy  of  the  report. 

Eespectfully, 

GID.  J.  PILLOW, 

Brigadier-General^  C.  S.  Army^  Commanding  Department. 


Columbus,  November  22,  1861. 

Colonel  Mack  ALL : 

I shall  want  GOO  stand — wanted  for  regiment  at  Port  Pillowy  600  for 
Smith’s  Arkansas  regiment  at  Isljinid  No.  10,  and  800  for  Campbell’s  regi- 
ment at  Union  City  and  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  Merrick’s  Arkansas 
regiment,  now  with  Bowen.  Please  let  me  have  them  and  as  quickly 
as  possible. 

I have  ordered  Williams’  regiment  forward  and  Bradford  to  follow  as 
soon  as  armed  ; have  telegraphed  Governor  of  Louisiana  for  help,  and 
he  has  promised  me  several  regiments.  The  Governor  of  Mississippi 
can  send  me  an  armed  battalion,  and  would  make  it  two  regiments  if 
he  had  arms.  Commodore  Hollins,  whose  fleet  I have  asked  for  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  is  here  with  one  of  his  boats,*  the  whole,  six  in 
number,  are  expected  in  the  next  two  or  three  days. 

I am  fortifying  near  Madrid,  where  I shall  place  2,000  men  in  a few 
days.  Tlie  Governor  of  Mississippi  is  sending  me  heavy  guns  and  can- 
non powder,  but  we  are  still  short  of  the  force  necessary  to  meet  the 
enemy’s.  We  nevertheless  propose,  by  God’s  blessing,  to  give  the 
best  account  of  our  command  that  we  can.  Have  asked  you  for  Scott’s 
Louisiana  regiment  of  cavalry,  Avhich  I suppose  you  can  grant. 

L.  POLK. 


Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  November  22,  1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sm : The  undersigned  were  sent  from  North  Alabama  and  North- 
east Mississippi  to  the  military  commander  at  Columbus,  Ky.,  to  in- 
quire if  the  defenses  of  the  Tennessee  Piver  were  safe,  and  to  know  it 
we  could  aid  them  in  any  manner.  The  answer  from  General  Pillow, 
now  commanding  there,  after  conferring  with  General  Polk,  was  that 
they  were  as  good  as  the  time  allowed  and  the  means  afforded  would 
permit,  but  that  they  were  unsafe,  and  the  force  on  that  flank  of  the 
army  resting  on  that  river  insufficient;  that  there  was  danger  of  the 
enemy  ascending  the  Tennessee  Piver  and  burning  the  railroad  bridge 
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across  it  just  above  Fort  Henry,  and  separating  our  army  at  Bowling 
Green  from  that  at  Columbus,  and  of  destroying  tlie  Mobile  and  Ohio 
and  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Eailroads,  for  it  is  only  18  miles  from 
the  Big  Bend  of  the  Tennessee  to  their  junction  at  Corinth. 

The  undersigned  then  determined  to  make  an  effort  to  improve  the 
works  on  that  river,  and  send  5,000  volunteers,  with  their  own  guns,  to 
garrison  them.  General  Pillow,  to  facilitate  the  work,  appointed  Gen- 
eral Weakley,  our  chairman,  a volunteer  aide-de-camp,  and  specially 
charged  him  with  the  organization  of  the  force  j Mr.  William  Dickson, 
quartermaster,  and  Mr.  John  T.  Abernathy,  commissary,  for  the  force 
to  be  raised  for  this  purjjose.  They  are  gentlemen  of  large  wealth,  pat- 
riotic, and  energetic.  And,  moreover.  General  Pillow  authorized  Col. 
Thomas  J.  Foster  to  raise  a regiment,  to  be  armed  with  their  own  guns, 
for  twelve  months. 

We  shall  proceed  immediately  to  raise  these  volunteers.  We  pro- 
pose to  organize  a company  of  old  men,  armed,  in  each  county  in 
Korth  Alabama,  for  forty  days.  Our  reasons  for  this  are  that  they  are 
not  only  in  the  general  better  marksmen  than  the  generation  now 
growing  up,  but  the  very  fact  of  gray-headed  men  moving  to  the  field 
will  give  an  impetus  to  volunteering  which  we  need  just  now;  and, 
besides,  very  many  of  these  old  men  will  have  their  negro  men  laboring 
on  the  works,  and  their  presence  would  be  satisfactory  to  themselves 
and  useful  in  furthering  them.  The  volunteers  liable  to  do  military 
duty  will  be  enrolled  for  twelve  months. 

From  Columbus  we  requested  the  Governor  of  Alabama  to  ask  the 
Legislature  to  pass  a law  for  the  purchase  and  impressment  of  arms 
similar  to  the  one  enacted  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  x)resume  it 
has  been  done  before  this  time. 

General  Pillow  has  instructed  Captain  Dixon,  military  engineer,  to 
make  a survey  to  determine  a proper  location  for  a new  work. 

We  hope  we  may  have  your  approval  of  these  arrangements  for  the 
public  defense.  The  bonds  of  Mr.  Dickson,  as  quartermaster,  and  Mr. 
Abernathy,  as  commissarj^,  will  be  sent,  with  sureties  worth  a very 
large  amount,  under  this  date. 

Direct,  if  you  please,  the  i)roper  bureaus  in  your  Department  to 
write  immediately  to  these  officers,  with  such  general  or  special  instruc- 
tions as  maybe  necessary,  for  we  shall  need  transportation  for  men  and 
laborers  down  Tennessee  Piver,  some  wagons  and  horses,  some  tools 
for  rough  work,  provisions,  medicines,  &c.,  and  if  we  have  to  await  the 
progress  of  matters  through  formal  channels  we  may  be  delayed  in 
accom])lishing  the  work  in  which  we  are  engaged.  Until  we  hear  from 
the  Department,  however,  we  shall  not  hesitate  to  take  such  stei)s  as  v e 
would  in  our  private  business. 

S.  D.  WEAKLEY, 

Chairman. 

JAIMES  E.  SxiUNDEES, 

Secretary  of  Committee. 


Headquarters  Department  Ko.  1, 

New  Orleans.,  La..,  November  23 j 1861. 
General  A.  Sidney  Johnston, 

Commanding  Western  Division,  Bowling  Green,  Ky.: 

Dear  Sir:  I send  by  steamer  Morrison  this  morning  the  Thirteenth 
Louisiana  Eegiment,  Colonel  Gibson,  over  700  strong,  to  Columbus. 
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They  are  armed  with  muskets,  and  have  100  rounds  of  ammunition  i^er 
man. 

I have  recalled  from  Mississippi  Sound  the  Third  Mississippi  Eegi- 
ment,  Colonel  Deason,  over  800  strong,  and  will  send  them  forward 
to-morrow  as  soon  as  they  arrive.  This  regiment  is  also  armed,  and 
has  100  rounds  per  man.  Both  regiments  were  in  the  act  of  receiving 
their  clothing  when  ordered  offj  they  will  leave  officers  behind  to  bring 
it  up. 

I have  sent  these  regiments  to  your  aid  rather  hesitatingly,  and  only 
because  I thought  your  danger  more  immiuent  than  mine.  This,  how- 
ever, is  rather  guess-work,  I'or  we  cannot  tell  at  what  hour  the  enemy 
may  appear  off  the  mouth  of  our  rivers  and  bayous.  I write,  therefore, 
to  ask  you  to  order  both  these  regiments  back  at  the  very  first  moment 
that  you  think  you  will  be  able  to  replace  them  by  other  troops.  Arms 
are  being  collected  and  imported  which  will  enable  you  to  equip  other 
men  to  take  the  i^lace  of  those  1 send.  I can  illy  afford  to  spare  them. 

Governor  Moore  is  trying  to  collect  some  artillerists  to  send  you,  but 
we  find  more  trouble  than  we  had  anticipated.  Shall  do  our  best,  and 
send  them  on  by  rail  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

I learn  that  there  are  90  tons  saltpeter  at  Nashville.  I have  powder- 
mills  here,  but  a dearth  of  salti)eter.  Can  you  spare  me  30  tons  of  that 
at  Nashville'?  If  so,  please  order  it  sent  by  rail,  or  the  mills  here  will 
have  to  stoi^  by  the  end  of  next  week.  I wrote  you  some  days  since  on 
this  subject. 

Kespectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  LOVELL, 
Major-General,  C.  8.  Army, 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Western  Department, 

Columbus,  Ky.,  November  23,  18G1. 
Samuel  P.  Walker,  Mem]yliis,  Tenn.: 

Before  taking  the  field  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  troops  have 
tents  and  camp  equipage.  They  cannot  live  without.  To  avoid  con- 
fusion and  conflict  of  authority  between  Governor  Harris  and  myself 
it  will  be  necessary  that  these  companies  be  reported  to  Governor 
Harris,  and  get  his  authority  for  their  being  ordered  here,  as  they  will 
all  be  embraced  in  his  call.  I will  advise  Governor  Harris  of  this 
necessity  by  telegram,  and  get  his  authority  and  advise  you. 

By  order  of  Brigadier- General  Pillow,  commanding : 

GUS.  A.  HENRY,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  November  23,  1861. 
To  our  Felloic- Citizens  of  North  Alabama  and  North  hlississippi : 

The  undersigned  were  sent  as  delegates  from  a number  of  counties 
in  North  Alabama  and  Tishomingo  County,  Mississippi,  to  the  camj) 
at  Columbus,  Ky.,  to  inquire  of  the  military  authorities  there  if  they 
considered  the  defenses  of  the  Tennessee  River  safe;  and,  if  not,  to 
tender  material  aid  to  make  them  so.  Have  just  returned,  and  report 
their  mission  in  the  form  of  a circidar.  (We  hope  our  editors  will  see 
the  propriety  of  not  publishing  it  in  the  jiapers.) 

We  had  several  interviews  with  General  Pillow,  now  commanding 
the  department,  in  consequence  of  an  injury  to  Major-General  Polk 
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from  the  bursting  of  a gun.  When  asked  if  he  considered  tlie  defenses 
of  the  Tennessee  IviA^er  safe,  he  answered,  without  hesitation,  he  did 
not.  He^said  they  were  as  good  as  could  be  constructed  in  the  tinu*. 
allowed  and  with  the  means  afforded,  and  most  cheerfully  accepted 
the  tender  of  aid  which  we  were  sent  to  make.  Order  was  sent  to 
Captain  Dixon,  an  able  engineer,  to  x>roject  the  works  required,  and 
we  now  come  to  you  for  several  thousand  volunteers,  to  be  stationed 
on  the  Tennessee  Eiver — 5,000,  if  they  can  be  raised,  and  as  many 
negro  men  as  can  be  raised. 

To  give  efficiency"  to  our  work,  General  Samuel  D.  Weakley,  our 
chairman,  has  been  appointed  aide-de-camp  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  department,  and  charged  specially  with  the  duty  of  mustering  in 
the  troops  and  serving  as  the  military  head  until  the  corps  shall  be 
regularly  organized. 

We  propose  to  raise  a regiment  of  men  past  middle  life  to  serve 
during  the  emergency,  but  the  younger  men  will  be  enrolled  for  twelve 
months.  The  whole  force  we  must  arm  with  shot-guns  and  rifles,  with 
which  a strongly -fortified  position  can  be  defended  as  perfectly  as  with 
musket  and  bayonet,  for  the  bayonet  cannot  be  used  there.  We  have 
applied  to  the  Goyernor  to  have  an  act  passed  for  the  i^urchase  of  arms 
and  their  compressment  when  necessary,  and  giving  power  to  imi^ress 
negro  men,  when  necessary,  to  labor  on  the  public  Avorks. 

We  have  no  expectation  that  force  will  be  necessary,  however.  We 
expect  a community  so  patriotic  as  ours  to  furnish  their  private  arms 
for  the  public  seiwice  or  become  volunteers  and  use  them.  The  im- 
pression that  many  men  have  that  they  Avill  be  juore  secure  by  retain- 
ing their  arms  for  their  personal  defense  is  a great  error.  The  true 
XAolicy  for  Southern  people  is  to  keep  the  enemy  at  a distance.  If  he  is 
suffered  to  penetrate  into  the  interior  we  shall  find  our  inivate  arms  of 
little  benefit,  and  concerted  action  for  self-defense  becoines  impracticable. 
In  this  hour  of  our  peril  the  man  who  loves  his  family  best  provides 
for  their  safety  by  meeting  the  enemy  on  the  threshold  of  the  country. 

The  enemy  is  preparing  a great  expedition  by  land  and  water  against 
our  forces  on  the  Mississip])i  Eiver.  The  i^osition  of  our  army  at  Co- 
lumbus is  one  of  great  strength,  but  unless  it  is  proxjerly  sustained  on 
its  flanks  and  the  communication  on  its  rear  preserved,  the  result  might 
be  a disaster  involving  the  loss  of  our  army  there,  Avith  all  its  arms,  artil- 
lery, and  munitions,  the  consequences  of  Avliich  aa  ould  be  the  command 
by  the  foe  of  this  great  river,  the  destruction  of  the  toAvns  upon  it,  the 
loss  of  immense  property,  and  the  isolation  of  all  the  States  Avest  of 
the  Mississippi  from  us. 

A strong  work  and  competent  force  on  the  Tennessee  EiA^er  is  con- 
sidered by  every  general  at  Columbus  as  a measure  of  great  importance, 
not  only  to  the  security  of  North  Alabama  and  North  Mississippi,  but 
of  the  Memi)his  and  Charleston  and  Mobile  and  Ohio  Eailroads,  and 
also  x)reserving  communication  between  our  forces  at  EoAAding  Green, 
and  Columbus,  and  that  no  time  is  to  be  lost  in  occux)ying  the  i)osition. 
We  ])urpose  to  do  so  and  at  once. 

William  Dickson,  of  Franklin  County,  has  been  aiAiAointed  quarter- 
master, and  John  T.  Abernathy,  of  Lawrence  County,  commissai'y,  and 
the  i)lan  is  fully  matured,  and  the  comfort  of  the  volunteers  and  labor- 
ers Avill  be  provided  fo]\ 

If  our  peoxfle  at  home  were  couAunced,  as  aa-c  are,  that  a deadly  struggle 
for  our  homes  and  property  is  imi)ending,  that  the  enemy  in  a few  days 
Avill  put  forth  his  A\diole  strength  for  our  subjugation,  they  ay  ould  rally 
ta  masse  for  the  i)ublic  defense. 
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Col.  Thomas  J.  Foster,  of  LaAvreiice,  is  empowered  by  General  Pillow 
to  raise  a regiment,  and  other  gentlemen  will  rapidly  follow  in  the  noble 
work.  The  volunteers  will  be  sent  down  the  river  as  they  are  organized, 
and  we  invite  the  aid  of  onr  wives  and  daughters  to  prepare  clothing 
and  tents  for  them. 

1st.  Our  young  men  at  Columbus  are  not  only  enduring  the  hardships 
of  the  camp  and  meeting  gallantly  the  hazards  of  the  baftle,  but  labor- 
ing in  the  trenches  Avith  spades  and  shovels  now,  and  who  are  Ave  that 
AA  e should  be  exempt  from  the  burdens  imposed  for  the  common  defense? 

Special  orders  from  General  Weakley  will  be  published  from  time  to 
time,  giving  direction  to  the  movements. 

SAMUEL  D.  WEAKLEY. 

JAMES  E.  SAUNDERS. 

THOMAS  J.  FOSTER. 

DAVID  DESHLER. 

WM.  DICKSON. 

WM.  COOPER. 

B.  B.  TROUSDALE. 

Dated  Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  NoAxmber  23,  1861. 


Camp  Hardee, 

CoL  Wirt  Adams’  Regiment  Cavalry^  November  23,  1861. 
Major-General  Hardee, 

Commanding  First  Division.,  C.  8.  Army,  Ky. : 

General  : I liave  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  an  order 
received  through  Colonel  Adams  from  you,  I made  a scout  on  this  day 
from  Miller’s  Ferry,  on  Barren  River,  to  Hendrick’s  Ferry,  on  Green 
RiA^er.  There  I found  the  ferry-flat  sunk.  I made  the  ferryman,  Peter 
Amos,  cross  over  to  me  in  a skiff.  He  reported  a visit  from  30  Union 
men  on  the  night  of  the22d  instant,  under  command  of  John  S.  Pheliis, 
Simxison,  and  Niley  Emory,  men  living  10  miles  beyond  Green  River, 
on  the  Litchfield  road,  aaJio  sunk  his  boat,  and  ordered  him  to  i)ut  no 
one  across  the  river  from  tins  side.  This  party  was  armed  AAuth  mus- 
kets (percussion  locks)  Avith  bayonets. 

I questioned  a man  by  the  name  of  J.  H.  Williams,  who  Avas  taken 
])risoner  by  these  men,  aa  ith  his  Avagon,  containing  dry  goods,  belonging 
to  LeAvis  Anderson,  both  living  across  Green  River.  Williams  was  re- 
leased by  them  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  but  the  goods  Avere 
confiscated.  Mr.  Williams  further  reported,  Avith  much  hesitation,  that 
four  regiments  of  the  enemy  Avere  encamped  at  a place  called  Derbin, 
on  the  Litchfield  road,  this  side  of  Blue  River,  and  about  12  miles 
from  Hendrick’s  Ferry.  This  report  Avas  confirmed  by  seA^eral  refugees 
from  the  other  side  of  the  river,  some  saying  3,000,  some  4,000  men. 

Phelps’  scout  belonged  to  IlaAvkins’  command.  One  mile  and  a half 
beloAv  Hendrick’s  Ferry  is  Samuel  Young’s  Ferry,  where  there  are  two 
flats  on  this  side  of  the  riAxr  not  destroyed,  though  their  destruction  is 
apprehended.  These  flats  are  capable,  each,  of  crossing  eight  horses. 
BetAveen  Young’s  and  Hendrick’s  Ferries  is  another  larger  flat,  on  the 
other  side  of  the  riA  cr,  filled  Avith  Avater,  Avhich  can  be  used  when  bailed 
out.  Several  refugees  reported  also  that  a camx)  was  being  formed  by 
the  enemy  4 miles  beyond  Green  River  from  Hendrick’s  Ferry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PAUL  RAVESTES, 

CtipL  Comdg.  Scout  from  Col.  Wirt  Adams’  Regt.  Cavalry, 
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Brigade  Headquarters, 
Kentuclcy  Line^  near  Albany^  November  24,  18G1. 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Mack  all, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General^  Bowling  Green,  Ky. : 

Sir  : Colonel  Stanton’s  regiment  will  probably  camp  at  Monticello 
to-night  5 Colonel  Murray’s  about  12  miles  distant  from  Monticello, 
toAvards  Albany.  They  have  with  them  hve  cavalry  companies,  Avith 
Avhich  they  are  ordered  to  seize  the  ferry-boats  at  the  crossings  of  the 
Cumberland.  Captain  Shdiha  and  Captain  Estell,  engineer  officers, 
have  accompanied  the  cavalry  to  make  reconnaissances.  The  commaml 
Avith  which  I left  Jacksborough  camps  here  to-night,  8 miles  from  Al- 
bany, through  Avhich  place  Ave  Avill  pass  to-morrow.  My  information  is 
that  ferry-boats  are  used  on  the  Cumberland  Eiver  at  Burkesville;  at 
Creelsborough,  17  miles  above  Burkesville  ; at  Eowena,  15  miles  above 
Creelsborough  ; at  Horse  Shoe  Bottom,  8 miles  aboA^e  Eowena  ; at  Doro- 
thea Landing,  16  miles  (by  land)  above  Horse  Shoe  Bottom ; at  Mill 
Springs,  8 miles  above  Dorothea  Landing ; and  at  three  ferries  within 
miles  below  the  forks  of  the  Cumberland  j that  is,  one  immediately 
below  the  fork,  Stegall’s  Ferry,  IJ  miles  below,  and  one  just  beloAv 
Waitsborough.  1 think  the  ferry  at  Horse  Shoe  Bottom  is  the  one 
called  Greene’s  Ferry,  where  it  is  rumored  the  enemy  are  probably  con- 
centrating. 

The  enemy  have  1,300  men  at  Camp  Goggin,  on  the  north  bank  of 
the  river,  opposite  Waitsborough.  My  information  leads  me  to  suppose 
that  there  are  noAV  no  forces  of  the  enemy  on  this  side  of  the  river. 
Captain  Estell,  who  has  made  a rapid  reconnaissance,  reports  six  pieces 
of  artillery  at  Camp  Goggin. 

I haA’^e  no  later  information  than  that  alluded  to  two  days  ago,  of  the 
2,000  men  at  Campbellsville,  the  1,200  at  Columbia,  and  the  regiment 
at  Lebanon.  North  of  the  riA^er  is  to  us  yet  as  a terra  incognito.  At 
Mill  Springs  and  Dorothea  Landing  the  southern  bank  is  bluff  and  the 
northern  flat  and  low.  At  Creelsborough  and  EoAvena  this  is  reversed. 
At  Horse  Shoe  Bottom  the  north  bank  is  higher  than  the  south;  is  tim- 
bered ; the  south  bank  is  cleared.  At  Eowena  the  same  as  to  timber. 
At  Creelsborough  no  timber  on  either  side  ; same  at  BurkesAulle.  At 
Mill  Springs  no  timber  betAveen  the  height  on  this  side  and  the  riA^er. 
This  information  Captain  Sheliha  communicates,  and  he  learns  that  the 
surrounding  country  is  fertile  and  well  stocked,  and  that  there  is  a 
grist  and  a saw  mill  at  Mill  Springs.  It  is  probable  a good  position 
may  be  found  there  for  winter  quarters. 

We  have  the  first  snow-flakes  for  the  season  to-day ; the  weather 
cold  and  stormy  for  the  last  tAvo  days. 

I wrote  to  Maj.  V.  K.  SteA^enson,  assistant  quartermaster-general,  at 
Nashville,  on  the  10th,  for  500  axes,  300  shovels,  200  i)icks,  and  other 
trenching  tools ; also  for  200  pack-saddles,  which  are  often  needed  to 
fit  up  dashing  movements  in  a mountainous  country  impassable  to 
wagon  trains ; but  have  heard  from  neither.  I do  not  know  hoAV  I can 
dispense  Avith  the  tools,  and  fear  I shall  be  seriousl^^  embarrassed  for 
Avant  of  them. 

Very  respectfully, 

F.  K.  ZOLLICOFFEE, 

Brigadier-  General, 
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Headquarters  AVestern  Department, 

Bowling  Green^  Ky.^  November  24,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Breckinrid&e, 

Commanding^  d'c.,  Bmsellville : 

Sir  : General  Johnston  directs  you  to  return  to  this  place  with  your 
brigade.  You  will  leave  one  company  of  cavalry  in  the  vicinity  of  Biis- 
sellville  for  five  or  six  days,  with  ordm’S  to  gain  all  possible  information 
of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  after  your  departure  and  then  march 
for  this  place. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  AV.  AIACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


C.  S.  Engineer  Office, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  November  24,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  AA^.  AY.  Mackall, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  West.  Dept.,  Bowling  Green.,  Ky. : 

Sir:  For  the  information  of  the  commanding  general  I inclose  a 
copy  of  a report  just  received  from  Lieutenant  Joseph  Dixon,  C.  S. 
Army,  in  charge  of  the  defenses  at  Fort  Donelson,  Avith  a copy  of  a tele- 
gram from  General  Pillow,  commanding  First  Division,  AVestern  De- 
partment, ordering  Lieutenant  Dixoil  to  jiroceed  to  Fort  Henry,  Ten- 
nessee Fiver,  and  jierform  certain  duties  at  that  place,  thereby  calling 
him  from  the  direction  of  the  works  (much  needed)  to  which  1 had  as- 
signed him  at  Fort  Donelson. 

In  regard  to  labor,  I would  suggest  that  the  batteries  at  Fort  Donel- 
sou  can  be  completed  sooner  by  the  troops,  ])erhaps,  than  if  an  elfort 
Avere  made  to  collect  negroes  for  the  pur])ose  from  the  surrounding 
country.  AVith  re-enforcements  iiroposed  for  the  garrison  the  requisite 
amount  of  work  can  Avell  be  done  by  fatigue  parties.  In  inuninent 
danger,  the  brigadier-general  commanding  Forts  Donelson  and  Henry 
might  be  authorized  to  press  all  neighborliood  negro  labor  into  service, 
but  under  other  circumstances  I do  not  think  that  the  labor  of  troops 
and  slaves  can  be  combined  to  any  advantage. 

I must  respectfully  request  that  the  commanding  general  Avill  estab- 
lish the  channel  through  Avhich  orders  and  instructions  must  pass  to 
all  persons  in  the  AA'estern  Department  employed  in  the  direction  and 
construction  of  defenses.  Except  in  pressing  emergencies  they  should 
certainly  be  given  through  the  chief  engineer  of  the  department,  and 
the  exceptional  cases  should  be  at  once  reported  to  that  otfice. 

AYith  the  least  delay  possible  I Avill  send  a civil  engineer  to  Fort 
Henry,  AAdio  is  familiar  with  the  ground  around  the  place  and  aaJio  has 
been  em])loyed  heretofore  at  that  Avork.  The  local  duties  can  be  in- 
trusted to  liirn  (Mr.  Hayden)  by  Lieutenant  Dixon,  Avho  should  cer- 
tainly giA^e  his  personal  supervision  to  the  defenses  of  the  LoAver  Cum- 
berland until  they  are  in  condition  to  make  a respectable  resistance. 

I am,  sir,  Awy  resx)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMFE, 

Major,  and  Chief  Engineer  of  Western  Department. 

[In  closure  No.  1.] 

Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  November  21,  1861. 

Major  Gilmer, 

Chief  Engineer,  Western  Department,  Bowling  Green,  Ky. : 

Major  ; I have  the  honor  to  reiiort  that  I have  comiileted  the  new 
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battery  ou  the  river,  and  I am  at  present  jireparing  to  mount  the  pieces 
in  it.  I have  also  laid  out  a little  work  on  the  ridge  about  100  yards 
back  of  the  encampment,  and  have  mounted  the  two  9-pounders  there. 
I have  had  the  trees  felled  around  the  encampment  so  as  to  form  a very 
good  abatis.  That  portion  of  the  old  field  where  the  dragoons  Avere 
encamped  when  you  were  here  I will  cause  to  be  obstructed  by  digging 
trous-de-loup  and  dragging  small  trees  over  the  open  space.  1 wish 
you  would  get  the  general  to  give  an  order  to  press  labor,  for  it  cannot 
be  obtained  here  in  any  other  Avay. 

There  are  not  more  than  200  troojis  here  fit  for  duty  j all  the  rest  are 
sick  or  on  leave  of  absence. 

I have  just  received  a telegraphic  order  from  General  Pillow.  I 
Avould  like  to  know  whose  orders  1 am  to  obey.  I send  inclosed  a copy 
of  General  Pillow’s  order.  I Avill  go  to  Fort  Henry  and  see  Avhat  is 
wanting,  and  return  here  and  await  your  orders. 

I am,  sir,  A^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  serAmnt, 

JOSEPH  HIXON^, 

First  Lieutenant^  C.  S.  Army. 


[Inclosure  Xo.  2.] 

Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Western  Department, 

, Columbus^  Ky.j  November  20,  18G1. 

Captain  Dixon, 

Engineer.^  Fort  Eoyielson: 

You  will  proceed  to  Fort  Henry  and  make  necessary  reconnaissances 
and  surveys  for  an  additional  work  on  the  Tennessee  Eiver. 

A large  force  of  slaves,  with  troops  to  iirotect  them,  from  Alabama 
will  re])ort  at  DaiiAulle  for  this  work,  the  construction  of  which  you  Avill 
superintend  and  push  to  completion  as  early  as  possible. 

GID.  J.  PILLOW, 

Brigadier- General^  C.  S.  Army^  Commanding, 


C.  S.  Engineer  Office, 

' Nashville j Tenn.j  November  24,  1861. 

Lieut.  Joseph  Dixon, 

G.  8.  Army^  Fort  Bonelson: 

Sir:  I have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  reporting 
progress  on  the  works  at  Fort  Douelsou,  and  the  inclosed  co])y  of  a 
telegraphic  order  from  General  PilloAv,  directing  you  to  repair  to  Fort 
Henry,  thereby  interrupting  the  progress  of  the  work,  I fear,  committed 
to  your  charge  by  me  at  Fort  Donelson. 

I have  just  sent  co])ies  of  your  letter  to  me  and  of  General  Pillow’s 
telegram  to  you  to  General  Johnston,  with  an  earnest  request  that  he 
Avill  establish  at  once  the  channel  through  which  you  and  all  others 
engaged  in  the  direction  and  construction  of  defenses  in  the  Western 
Department  shall  receiA^e  their  instructions.  Certainly  the  chief  engi- 
neer of  the  department  furnishes  the  proper  channel,  and  if  exceptions 
be  made  in  cases  of  emergency  the  exceptions  should  be  re  jiorted  forth - 
Avitli  to  that  officer.  I will  send  Mr.  Hayden,  civil  engineer,  to  Fort 
Henry.  He  can  attend  to  the  local  duties  there,  as  he  has  been  em- 
ployed on  Fort  Henry  before, -and  is  uoav  here  finishing  the  draAv-bridge 
for  that  work.  He  is  called  Captain  Hayden,  having  held  that  com- 
mission in  the  Tennessee  service.  You  will  x>ffiase  to  give  him  your 
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instructions  by  letter,  if  possible,  and  require  biin  to  press  forward 
any  work  you  may  decide  upon  as  being  necessary  in  addition  to  those 
already  constructed  at  Fort  Henry.  I will  have  at  least  one  more  ‘62- 
pounder  gun  sent  to  Fort  Donelson — if  possible,  two  more.  You  will 
therefore  prepare  extensions  of  parapet  sufficient  for  them  by  the  time 
they  can  reach  you. 

You  say  nothing  of  the  progress  of  Mr.  T.  J.  Glenn,  civil  engineer, 
to  whom  I intrusted  the  placing  of  obstructions  in  the  river  under  the 
guns  of  Fort  Donelson.  Please  to  sitiiervise  his  progress  and  report 
to  me,  and  have  every  aid  given  him  that  the  garrison  can  affiord. 
You  will  please  report  to  me  what  you  propose  to  do  additional  at  Fort 
Henry. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 

Major j and  Chief  Engineer  Western  Department, 


Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  0.  A.  Ky., 

OaMa7idj  November  24,  1861. 

Lieut.  D.  G.  White, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir  : I have  since  my  courier  left  received  the  following  information 
of  the  enemy’s  movements  in  the  direction  of  Elizabethtown: 

His  main  body  is  still  at  Nolin.  About  3,000,  including  infantry, 
artillery,  and  cavalry,  are  at  Bacon  Creek,  under  Rousseau.  The  rail- 
road bridge  across  Bacon  Creek  has  been  rebuilt.  The  Yankees  have 
there  eight  ferry-boats  and  a large  quantity  of  bridge  timbers.  These 
they  intend  moving  by  railroad  to  Munfordville,  with  the  view  to  cross 
part  of  their  force  in  the  boats  and  hold  this  bank  of  Green  River  while 
the  bridge  is  being  repaired.  This  information  comes  to  me  from  P.  H. 
Gardner,  whom  1 have  had  heretofore  in  my  employ  as  a spy.  He  will 
bear  this  letter.  He  learned  from  an  abolitionist  direct  from  Rousseau’s 
camp  that  the  enemy’s  loss  at  Brownsville  in  the  skirmish  before  re- 
ported was  8 killed  and  7 or  8 wounded. 

Very  respectfully, 

T.  C.  HINDMAH, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 


Knoxville,  Tenn.,  November  25,  1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secreta7'y  of  War: 

The  military  authorities  in  command  at  this  post  have  determined 
to  try  the  bridge-burners  and  other  men  charged  with  treason  by  a 
court-martial.  What  shall  I do  ? Answer. 

J.  C.  RAMSAY, 

C.  8.  District  Attorney  for  the  District  of  Tennessee. 


Richmond,  November  25,  1861. 


J.  C.  Ramsay, 

District  Attorney^  Knoxville: 

I am  very  glad  to  hear  of  the  action  of  the  military  authorities,  and 
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liope  to  hear  they  have  hung  every  bridge-burner  at  the  end  of  the 
burned  bridge. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN", 

Secretary  of  War, 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond^  November  25,  18G1. 


Col.  W.  B.  Wood,  Knoxville^  Tenn.: 

Sir  : Your  report  of  the  20th  instant*  is  received,  and  I proceed  to 
give  you  the  desired  instructions  in  relation  to  the  prisoners  taken  by 
you  amongst  the  traitors  in  East  Tennessee: 

1st.  All  such  as  can  be  identified  as  having  been  engaged  in  bridge- 
burning are  to  be  tried  summarily  by  drum-head  court-martial,  and,  if 
found  guilty,  executed  on  the  spot  by  hanging.  It  would  be  well  to 
leave  their  bodies  hanging  in  the  vicinity  of  the  burned  bridges. 

2d.  All  such  as  have  not  been  so  engaged  are  to  be  treated  as  pris- 
oners of  war,  and  sent  with  an  armed  guard  to  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  there 
to  be  kept  imprisoned  at  the  depot  selected  by  the  Government  for 
prisoners  of  war.  Wherever  you  can  discover  that  arms  are  concealed 
by  these  traitors  you  will  send  out  detachments,  search  for  and  seize 
the  arms.  In  no  case  is  one  of  the  men  known  to  have  been  up  in 
arms  against  the  Government  to  be  released  on  any  pledge  or  oath  of 
allegiance.  The  time  for  such  measures  is  past.  They  are  all  to  be 
held  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  held  in  jail  till  the  end  of  the  war.  Such 
as  come  in  voluntarily,  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  surrender  their 
arms  are  alone  to  be  treated  with  leniency. 

Your  vigilant  execution  of  these  orders  is  earnestly  urged  by  the 
Government. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 


P.  S. — Judge  Patterson,  Colonel  Pickens,  and  other  ringleaders  of 
the  same  class  must  be  sent  at  once  to  Tuscaloosa  to  jail  as  prisoners 
of  war. 


[Note. — The  same  letter  with  a slight  verbal  alteration  of  the  open- 
ing paragraph  and  the  omission  of  the  postscript,  was  sent  at  the  same 
time  to  Brig.  Gen.  F.  K.  Zollicoffer,  Jacksborough,  Tenn.,  and  Colonel 
Leadbetter,  Jonesborough,  Tenn.] 


War  Departiment,  C.  S.  A., 

Bichmondj  November  25,  1861. 


Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  Carroll, 

Chattanooga.,  Tenn.: 


Sir  : Your  letter  of  the  17th  instant  has  been  received,t  and  I have 
the  honor  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  the  course  you  are  pursuing 


^See  ^‘Revolt  of  Unionists  in  East  Tennessee,”  Series  I,  Vol.  IV,  p.  250. 
tSee  Series  I,  Vol.  IV,  p.  245. 
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towards  tlie  traitors  in  East  Tennessee  does  not  meet  the  approval  of 
tl)is  Department. 

You  will  he  pleased  to  observe  the  following  instructions  :* 
###***# 


Your  obedient  servant, 


J.  P.  BENJAMIIN, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Pound  Gap,  November  25,  1861. 

S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector- General  G.  8.  A.,  Richmond^  Ya.: 

General:  I arrived  at  Colonel  Williams’  camp  yesterday.  I hear, 
from  sources  deemed  reliable,  that  the  enemy  have  fallen  back,  how  far 
I do  not  know,  nor  do  I know  from  what  cause,  but  I think  it  probable 
they  will  occupy  the  State  road  from  the  mouth  of  Sandy  to  the  county 
seat  of  Bath  (O wings ville),  and  thence  along  the  mountain’s  base,  which 
is  a considerable  contraction  of  their  circle.  I have  ordered  my  whole 
body  of  cavalry  up  from  Clinch  Eiver,  to  which  they  had  fallen  baclv, 
and  shall  start  them  immediately  to  the  front  to  ascertain  the  where- 
abouts of  the  enemy,  and  by  their  movements  to  inspirit  our  friends, 
who  are  said  to  be  much  dispirited  by  the  insolent  course  of  the  enemy 
and  their  friends.  Provisions  are  cheap  on  the  other  side  of  the 
mountains  and  forage  in  many  places  is  abundant.  I shall  press  for- 
ward cautiously,  but  sufficiently,  I hope,  to  address  myself  successfully 
to  the  mountain  people  of  Kentucky. 

My  infantry  is  all  undrilled  and  very  badly  clad.  I Jiave  sent  my 
brigade  quartermaster,  Charles  E.  Marshall,  to  Eichmond,  to  urge  im- 
mediate sui)plies  and  to  execute  his  bonds.  I commend  him  to  you  as  a 
gentleman  of  high  business  capacity  and  sterling  integrity.  He  wants 
experience  in  army  matters,  and  any  assistance  you  can  render  him  will 
be  thankfully  remembered  by  me. 

I find  that  some  misinformation  has  been  given  to  you  about  the 
companies  at  Pound  Gap  destined  to  form  a regiment  for  Colonel  Moore. 
They  were  raised  by  order  of  General  Zollicofter,  with  a condition  that 
they  were  to  be  kept  in  Scott  and  Wise  Counties  only  to  defend  the 
mountain  passes,  and  not  to  leave  this  State.  They  are  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Ward,  who  raised  them  at  the  instance  of  General  Zolli- 
cofifer.  They  are  unwilling  to  be  placed  in  a regiment  under  Colonel 
Moore  in  any  event,  but  especially  refuse  to  be  taken  from  their  own 
officer  or  to  change  the  term  of  their  service  from  one  special  in  its 
character  to  one  Avhich  will  be  general.  Colonel  Moore  has  not  moA^ed 
any  of  his  fiA^e  companies  from  Abingdon  yet.  I think  it  highly  proba- 
ble he  never  will,  and  if  he  is  not  capable  of  responding  more  rapidly 
than  he  has  done  to  my  orders,  it  makes  little  diflerence  if  he  iieA^er 
does.  I haA^e  received  your  order  to  organize  this  battalion  into  a regi- 
ment, under  Colonel  Moore,  but  under  the  circumstances  I deem  it  pru- 
dent to  delay  the  execution  of  that  order  until  you  are  possessed  fully 
of  all  the  facts  of  the  case.  MeanAvhile  the  battalion  will  remain  on 
duty  subject  to  Major  Ward.  In  any  event,  there  will  be  required  a 
reserve  at  this  point  to  guard  the  pass  and  the  line  of  supply,  and  these 
men  will  do  very  well  for  such  service.  I will  cause  them  to  build 
cabins  and  so  arrange  them  as  to  fortify  the  gap,  and  it  can  be  made 
a depot  for  sui)ply  to  an  army  in  front. 

I have  to  urge  you,  general,  to  cause  another  battery  to  be  sent  for- 


•^These  instructions  were  tlio  same  as  those  in  Benjamin  to  Wood,  of  same  date,  p.  701. 
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ward  to  me  to  this  point.  I shall  then  only  have  eight  pieces  of  artillery. 
I have  ordered  Colonel  Trigg  to  move  forward  on  the  Piketon  road  from 
his  present  position.  I will  communicate  with  him  before  he  arrives  at 
Piketon y if  I am  not  there  in  person  to  receive  him.  I have  several 
men  raising  recruits  in  Kentucky  in  the  mountain  counties,  and  I do 
think  the  clothes  and  the  food,  the  comforts  of  the  soldier,  will  be 
indispensable  as  an  auxiliary  to  this  business  of  organization.  You 
cannot  expect  men  to  be  contented  without  blankets  or  overcoats  or 
shoes  in  the  snow  and  ice  of  a high  mountain  range.  The  physicpie 
overcomes  the  sentimental.  I nominate  Dr.  Basil  0.  Duke  as  chief  of 
the  medical  staff  of  this  brigade  and  request  his  commission.  This 
completes  my  staff. 

I hope  the  Secretary  will  recognize  the  propriety  of  my  request  for 
another  regiment,  as  it  is  now  palpable  I have  only  a part  of  one,  under 
Colonel  Trigg,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  Colonel  Moore  will  ever  come  for- 
ward, or,  if  he  does,  that  he  will  only  have  a battalion,  and  these  all 
nndrilled.  It  would  be  of  very  serious  import  should  I be  left  with  no 
force  to  advance,  or  with  only  such  as  to  retreat  again  when  a heavier 
force  presents  itself.  The  effect  upon  the  people  is  of  the  worst  charac- 
ter, and  in  this  matter  time  is  an  element  of  the  first  consequence. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

H.  MAESHALL, 
Brigadier- General^  C.  8.  Army. 


Camp  Hardee,  Boivling  Green ^ N'ovemher  25,  1861. 
Col.  Wirt  Adams,  Commanding  Regiment: 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  pursuance* of  your  instruc- 
tions, 1 proceeded  at  an  early  hour  this  morning  with  my  company  in 
the  direction  of  Green  Eiver,  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  information  of 
the  enemy,  reported  as  being  in  force  at  Hendrick’s  Ferry.  I visited  all 
the  ferries  on  Green  Eiver  within  a day’s  march  of  this  post,  viz, 
Young’s,  Hendrick’s,  and  Hanaker’s,  without  being  able  to  discover 
any  of  the  enemy’s  force.  From  the  most  authentic  information  that 
could  be  obtained  I am  satisfied  that  no  greater  force  than  a detach- 
ment of  12  or  14  men  have  been  for  some  time  past  in  the  vicinity  of 
any  of  the  ferries  above  named. 

The  ferry-boats  at  Hendrick’s  and  Hanaker’s  have  been  destroyed  by 
the  enemy,  and  an  attempt  was  made  last  night  by  them  to  decoy  to 
the  other  side  two  boats  now  at  Young’s. 

The  nearest  point  to  Green  Eiver  from  this  post  being  13  miles,  I 
beg  leave  to  state  that,  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  roads,  the  march 
there  and  back  in  the  same  day  cannot  be  made  without  serious  injuiy 
to  the  horses. 

I have  to  report  also  that  the  boat  at  Yan  Meter  Ferry  is  in  such  con- 
dition as  to  make  the  passage  of  horses  exceedingly  dangerous. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1.  F.  HAEEISOK, 

Captain j Wirt  Adams’  Regiment  Cavalry. 


Hdqrs.  First  Divison,  Western  Department, 

Columbus^  Ky.^  November  25,  1861. 
Governor  Harris,  Nashville,  Tenn. : 

Fifteen  thousand  re-enforcements  of  the  enemy  had  reached  Cairo, 
and  others  were  at  Saint  Louis,  awaiting  transportation,  on  Saturda3\ 
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Tliey  commenced  returning  up  tlie  river  to-day.  We  have  informa- 
tion that  General  Price  is  advancing  on  Saint  Louis.  This  explains 
the  counter-movement,  and  I think  it  will  prevent  the  threatened  move- 
ment on  this  place  until  the  winter  will  close  in.  We  have  about  com- 
pleted our  defenses,  making  this  place  impregnable  when  sustained 
with  gunboat  fleet  and  with  forces  near  Union  City.  You  may  now 
take  time  to  organize  your  forces,  gather  your  arms,  and  largely  in- 
crease the  volunteer  forces,  holding  over  the  country  the  call  for  tlie 
militia.  Many  men  will  volunteer  to  avoid  the  odium  of  being  forced 
into  the  service.  I deem  this  important  information  for  you  to  possess, 
that  you  may  shape  your  course  accordingly. 

GID.  J.  PILLOW, 

Brigadier- General^  C.  iS.  Army,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Knoxville,  November  20,  1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I arrived  here  on  Saturday  last, 
by  order  of  General  Zolli coffer,  and  assumed  command  of  this  post  on 
Sunday.  I found  stationed  here  Colonel  Wood^s  battalion  and  several 
companies  of  infantry  and  cavalry.  There  seemed  to  be  much  uneasi- 
ness and  apprehension  felt  in  reference  to  the  disaffected  portion  of  the 
population.  I have  put  the  city  under  military  rule  and  have  restored 
peace  and  security. 

I liave  detailed  and  sent  to  the  various  districts  where  I had  informa- 
tion there  were  any  gatherings  of  disaffected  citizens  and  had  them  dis- 
persed, and  in  many  instances  the  leaders  arrested.  As  soon  as  possible, 
I dispatched  companies  of  mounted  men  to  scour  the  country,  with  in- 
structions to  arrest  and  send  here  all  persons  who  were  inciting  rebell- 
ion or  were  found  with  arms,  resisting  the  authorities.  In  all  instances 
where  there  was  no  proof  of  disloyalty  I have  discharged  the  prisoners 
upon  their  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

There  are  now  in  custody  here  about  70  persons,  many  of  whom,  it  is 
believed,  were  either  directly  or  indirectly  connected  with  the  burning 
of  the  railroad  bridges.  Colonel  Wood,  who  was  in  command  here  be- 
fore my  arrival,  had  in  contemplation  a court-martial  for  the  trial  of 
those  upon  whom  proof  of  guilt  seemed  to  be  strong.  I concurred  with 
him,  and  ordered  the  meeting  on  the  28th.  The  board  will  be  composed 
of  some  of  the  most  intelligent  ofiicers  within  this  post,  and  I have 
no  doubt  their  action  will  be  prudent  and  discreet. 

It  is  important  that  steam-power  should  be  secured  for  the  purpose 
of  driving  the  machinery  necessary  in  the  alteration  of  arms.  I there- 
fore took  possession  of  the  printing  establishment  of  Brownlow.  The 
steam-engine  and  building  are  suitable  for  our  purposes,  and  it  was  the 
only  one  that  could  be  procured  here.  Brownlow  has  left,  and  no  cer- 
tain information  of  his  whereabouts  can  be  obtained  j it  is,  however,  cer- 
tain that  he  is  aiding  and  abetting  our  enemies.  I have  assured  his 
sons,  who  profess  to  have  sold  the  establishment  to  a Mr.  Baxter,  that 
full  indemnity  for  the  use  of  the  establishment  would  be  paid  by  tlm 
Government.  I have  every  assurance  that  the  sale  to  Baxter  Avas  a 
false  one,  and  feel  that  Baxter  is  not  reliable  in  his  loyalty  to  our  Gov- 
ernment. 

In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  ^November  22, 1 have  gwen  orders 
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that  all  contracts  for  hogs  or  cattle  made  with  the  agents  of  the  Con- 
federate Government  shall  be  complied  with,  and  have  dispatched  sev- 
eral armed  parties  to  see  that  it  is  properly  executed. 

There  are  1,140  sacks  of  salt  here.  I have  directed  400  sacks  should 
be  delivered  to  D.  Morris  & Co.  and  400  sacks  to  Wilson  & Johnson. 
This  is  sufficient  to  meet  their  present  wants,  and  the  balance  will  be 
returned,  to  meet  such  other  demands  as  may  arise.  I wiU  report  to 
you  ag^in  soon. 

With  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  OAKEOLL, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Columbus,  November  26,  1861. 

W.  W.  Mackall: 

In  reply  to  telegram  as  to  General  PiHbw^s  signature  to  his  letters,  I 
have  to  say  that  since  the  accident  to  the  gun  my  head  has  been  in 
such  a state  I could  not  attend  to  duty,  and  General  Pillow  was  placed 
in  command ; that,  too,  has  been  reason  for  not  sending  report  of  the 
battle.  My  report  goes  forward  to-morrow,  and  I hope  to  resume  com- 
mand in  a day  or  two. 

L.  POLK. 


Eichmond,  November  26,  1861. 
(Eeceived,  Bowling  Green,  November  27, 1861.) 
General  A.  Sidney  Johnston: 

The  President  desires  you  to  suspend  your  order  to  muster  out  of  serv- 
ice the  twelve  months’  unarmed  Mississippi  troops  until  Mr.  E.  L.  Acee, 
of  Mississippi,  can  have  a little  time  to  collect  and  arm  a portion  of  them. 
Mr.  Acee  leaves  here  to-day  for  Mississiiipi  for  this  purpose. 

S.  COOPEE, 

' Adjutant- General. 


Abstract  from  return  of  troops  at  Cumberland  Gap^  Tenn.,  Col.  William  M.  Churchwelly 
Fourth  Tennessee  Infantry,  commanding,  for  November  26,  1861. 


Troops. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

OflScers. 

Men. 

4th  Tennessee  Infantry,  Colonel  Churchwell 

39 

667 

731 

836 

nth  Tennessee  Infantry,  Colonel  Rains 

36 

651 

793 

885 

3d  East  Tennessee  Battalion  Cavalry,  Lientenant-Colonel  Brazelton 

19 

281 

300 

300 

Grand  total 

94 

1,499 

1,824 

2,021 

Hdqes.  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  C.  A.  Ky., 

Graham\  November  27,  1861. 
Col.  W.  W.  Mackall,  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Sir  : My  command  has  fallen  back  to  this  place.  My  pickets  are 
45  R R — VOL  VII 


706  OPERATIOL^S  IN  KY.,  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  S.W.  VA.  [Chap.  xvn. 


thrown  out  at  distances  of  from  5 to  7 miles  on  the  turnpike  and  roads 
to  Glasgow  and  Brownsville. 

A rumor  reached  me  yesterday,  just  before  leaving  Oakland,  that 
the  enemy  was  crossing  in  large  force  at  Brownsville  that  morning.  I 
think  it  probable  there  were  75  or  100  cavalry  sent  over  to  reconnoiter. 

I have  no  information  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  my  front. 

The  order  of  to-day,  through  General  Hardee,  to  destroy  railroad  if 
your  couriers  report  the  enemy  advancing,  will  be  promptly  executed. 

Very  respectfully. 


T.  0.  HINDMAN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  November  27,  1861. 
Major-General  Crittenden, 

Commanding,  Morristown,  Tenn.: 

General  Johnston  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  the  territorial  limits 
of  your  command  are  as  follows:  East  and  Middle  Tennessee,  bounded 
on  the  west  by  the  railroad  from  Chattanooga  to  Nashville  j thence  up 
the  Cumberland  Eiver  to  the  Tennessee  line,  with  such  portion  of  Ken- 
tucky as  you  may  any  time  hold. 

Your  forces  will  consist  of  those  under  the  orders  of  General  ZoUi- 
coffer  and  Carroll,  the  Georgia  regiment  lately  sent  into  the  depart- 
ment, and  all  volunteers  arriving  and  being  mustered  in. 

H you  are  satisfied  that  the  late  attack  upon  East  Tennessee  has 
failed  and  is  now  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  as  it  appears  to  us,  and 
that  his  effort  will  now  be  made  by  this  more  direct  route  on  NashviUe, 
the  general  wishes  you  to  detach  and  send  to  Nashville  all  the  forces 
you  can  spare  without  endangering  the  safety  of  your  district.  The 
force  of  the  enemy  in  front  far  outnumbers  us,  and  his  intention  to 
advance  no  longer  admits  of  a doubt. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Brigade  Headquarters, 
Thirteen  miles  west  of  Monticello,  November  27,  1861. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector- General,  Richmond,  Ya,: 

Sir  : Two  regiments  cross  the  river  to-day  at  Mill  Springs  to  endeavor 
to  cut  off  800  of  the  enemy  at  Waitsborough,  9 miles  above.  A mail 
from  Columbia  to  Monticello  has  been  captured,  by  which  we  learn 
that  there  are  two  battalions  of  cavalry  and  two  regiments  of  infantry 
at  Columbia.  They  had  heard  of  my  advance  and  heard  my  force  was 
9,000.  This  they  doubt,  but  think  if  it  is  true  they  will  have  to  retreat 
for  want  of  numbers.  I learn  that  General  Thomas  is  at  Crab  Orchard, 
but  have  no  reliable  intelligence  of  forces  other  than  those  at  Columbia 
and  Waitsborough.  I have  sent  detachments  of  cavalry  to  examine  the 
ferries  at  Burkesville  and  Creelsborough,  17  miles  above  Burkesville; 
also  to  get  more  particular  information  of  the  ferries  and  roads  crossing 
at  Dorothea  Landing  and  Horse  Shoe  Bottom.  It  is  now  certain  there 
is  no  enemy  this  side  of  the  Cumberland.  We  have  here  an  abundance 
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of  beef,  pork,  and  corn,  at  low  prices.  The  better  classes  of  citizens 
sympathize  with  us. 

Very  respectfully, 

F.  K.  ZOLLICOFFEE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[Similar  report  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mackall.] 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  November  27,  1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  : Two  persons  of  respectability,  both  arriving  from  Louisville, 
having  no  knowledge  of  each  other,  have  last  night  and  to-day  made 
statements  to  me  concerning  the  enemy  which  go  to  show  a continued 
increase  of  force  of  the  diflerent  arms  of  service.  I am  assured  by 
one  of  them  that  the  force  in  my  front  has  been  augmented  to  thirty- 
seven  regiments  and  others  are  expected.  I suppose  a change  of  the 
plan  of  operations  has  been  made,  and  that  the  force  intended  for  East 
Tennessee  will  now  be  combined  with  the  force  on  this  line,  making  an 
aggregate  strength  of  probably  more  than  50,000  men  to  be  arrayed 
against  my  force  here. 

If  the  forces  of  the  enemy  are  maneuvered  as  I think  they  may  be,  I 
may  be  compelled  to  retire  from  this  place  to  cover  l^^ashville,  with  the 
aid  of  the  volunteer  force  now  being  organized,  which  could  in  that 
way  be  brought  in  co-operation. 

It  is  understood  that  General  Halleck,  who  will  command  at  Colum- 
bus, and  General  Buell,  who  is  in  command  on  this  line,  will  make  a 
simultaneous  attack.  I doubt  if  Buell  will  make  a serious  attack  on 
my  position  here.  I hope  he  may.  I have  requested  General  Critten- 
den to  send  a portion  of  his  force  to  FTashville,  if  in  his  judgment  it 
can  be  done  without  weakening  his  force  too  much. 

A position  of  so  much  importance  as  Fort  Pillow  should  be  placed 
under  the  command  of  an  able  and  experienced  officer.  I hope  such  a 
one  will  be  selected  and  ordered  to  take  command  there  at  once.  He 
should,  in  reference  to  the  garrison,  have  at  least  the  grade  of  brigadier- 
general. 

We  still  have  a great  many  sick,  but  the  measles,  which  so  afflicted 
our  troops,  spreads  much  more  slowly. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  JOHNSTOH, 
General,  G.  S.  Army, 

The  workmen  of  the  enemy  are  rebuilding  the  railroad  bridge  over 
Green  Eiver. 


En  Eoute  for  Bowling  Green, 
Distant  about  25  miles,  November  27,  1861 — 10.30  a.  m. 
W.  W.  Mackall, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Bowling  Green: 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  at  this  moment  of 
the  duplicate  of  your  communication  of  November  24.  The  original  I 
received  late  at  night  on  the  evening  of  the  25th,  and  in  obedience  to 
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its  instructions  commenced  my  return  with  my  command  to  Bowling 
Green  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  having  detached  the  cavalry  com- 
pany to  Bussellville,  with  the  proper  orders. 

Owing  to  the  weather  and  the  condition  of  the  roads  the  progress  of 
the  command  is  necessarily  slow.  I hope,  however,  to  reach  Bowling 
Green  to-morrow  evening. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  0.  BRECKINRIDGE, 

Brig.  Gen..,  Gomdg.  Ky.  Brig..,  2d  Div.,  Central  Column. 


Columbus,  November  28,  1861. 

General  Johnston: 

The  following  are  extracts  from  dispatches  I have  received  to-day — 
the  first  from  General  Frost,  at  Saint  Louis,  the  second  from  a friend 
in  Paducah : 

First : 

The  enemy  intend  to  make  an  attack  on  Columbus  in  twenty  days,  with  a force  ot 
from  75,000  to  100,000  men.  If  you  can  repulse  them,  it  will  have  a better  effect  than 
a defeat  on  the  Potomac.  There  has  been  shipped  from  Saint  Louis  to  Cairo  a large 
amount  of  cannon  and  ammunition.  In  Saint  Louis  there  [are]  eight  mortar  boats  and 
eight  gunboats. 

Second  extract : 

They  say  when  they  do  move  on  Columbus  they  expect  to  surround  you  and  starve 
you  into  submission.  I heard  a responsible  gentleman,  who  is  perfectly  acquainted 
with  affairs  in  Paducah  and  Cairo,  say  that  it  is  the  calculation  publicly  expressed 
among  the  officers  at  Cairo. 

These  extracts  shadow  forth  correctly  their  plans.  Every  effort 
should  be  made  to  prepare  a strong  force  to  meet  him  on  my  right  and 
rear.  No  time  should  be  lost. 

GID.  J.  PILLOW, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Mississippi, 
Ordnance  Office,  JacJcson,  Miss.,  November  28,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  Leonidas  Polk  : 

Dear  General  : I have  just  returned  from  Vicksburg,  where  I was 
ordered  to  inspect  our  fortifications  and  report  their  condition,  and  also 
to  recommend  the  construction  of  such  other  works  as  are  necessary  for 
the  defense  of  that  point  against  the  threatened  descent  of  our  enemy 
by  the  river  to  New  Orleans. 

I was  compelled  to  report  that  I think  it  impossible  to  defend  Vicks- 
burg by  any  works  we  can  construct  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  un- 
aided by  fortifications  on  the  Louisiana  side.  I have  therefore  written 
to  Governor  Moore  (by  authority  of  Governor  Pettus),  indicating  the 
points  necessary  to  be  fortified  on  the  right  bank. 

Unless  fortifications  are  erected  on  the  Arkansas  side  opposite  those 
on  the  Tennessee  shore,  the  Yankee  armada  can  descend  by  Memphis. 
Batteries  on  the  banks  will  hardly  be  able,  even  with  a heavy  converg- 
ing fire  from  both  banks,  to  arrest  the  passage  of  steamers  and  fioating 
iron-clad  batteries  without  the  assistance  of  booms  or  other  obstruc- 
tions in  the  channel  to  hold  them  in  check  and  under  fire  for  a consid- 
erable length  of  time. 
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If  we  have  only  twenty -four  guns  to  guard  a point  on  the  liver,  it  is 
best  to  divide  them,  and  place  twelve  in  position  on  either  side,  to  make 
their  service  more  efficient.  I do  not  think  it  will  be  jiossible  for  you 
to  stop  the  enemy  at  Columbus,  even  if  you  defend  it  successfully,  unless 
you  have  the  opposite  bank  fortified. 

With  the  aid  of  piles  driven  in  the  river,  trees  lodged  against  them, 
and  such  booms,  where  the  channel  is  deep,  as  the  Chinese  used  when 
they  defeated  the  British  at  the  Pei-Ho  forts,  making  a succession  of 
obstructions  extending  across  the  river  under  your  guns,  the  defense  of 
Vicksburg  and  New  Orleans  may  be  made  successfully  by  you  at  Co- 
lumbus. 

The  plan  of  the  enemy  is  obvious.  Their  object  is  to  take  New  Or- 
leans. If  their  armada  can  descend  the  river,  with  a land  force  of 
20,000,  capture  and  destroy  our  steamers  and  all  our  means  of  river 
transportation,  and  anchor  above  New  Orleans,  they  can  safely  wait 
for  the  co-operation  of  their  Gulf  force.  With  the  command  of  Lake 
Pontchartrain  and  the  Passes  and  all  the  avenues  of  approach  to  the 
city,  we  cannot  relieve  it  even  with  a force  of  100,000  men.  I think 
if  they  are  defeated  on  land  at  Columbus,  Memphis,  Vicksburg,  Natchez, 
Baton  Eouge,  and  every  other  point  above,  they  can  run  the  gauntlet 
of  our  batteries  with  their  armada  down  to  New  Orleans,  unless  we 
fortify  both  banks  of  the  Mississippi  at  Columbus  and  the  defensible 
points  below. 

Pardon  the  above,  which  is  written  under  a sense  of  duty,  and  with 
the  highest  regard  for  you  as  a general  and  as  a man. 

I,  like  yourself,  have  laid  aside  (almost)  my  pastoral  staff  for  the 
sword,  deploring  this  war,  and  endeavoring  to  bring  it  to  an  end  by 
the  Lord^s  help.  Educated  for  the  army,  I could  not  refuse  my  serv- 
ices as  a soldier  to  my  country  in  her  severe  trial. 

Eespectfully,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

EDWAED  FONTAINE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Ordnance^  M,  A, 


C.  S.  Engineer  Office, 
Nashville^  Tenn.,  November  28,  1861. 

Capt.  M.  H.  Wright, 

Ordnance  Department^  Nashville^  Tenn. : 

Sir  : For  the  batteries  at  Fort  Donelson  and  Clarksville,  Cumber- 
land Eiver,  you  will  please  to  make  a requisition  for  the  following 
additional  guns,  viz : 

Four  8-inch  columbiads,  or,  if  these  cannot  be  had,  then  four  other 
guns  of  long  range,  four  32-pounder  guns ; all  to  be  delivered  at  Clarks- 
ville, Tenn.,  with  platforms,  chassis,  and  carriages  complete  j also  50 
rounds  of  ammunition. 

Also  for  Fort  Henry,  Tennessee  Eiver,  the  following : 

Four  8-inch  columbiads,  four  other  heavy  guns  of  long  range,  four 
32-pounder  guns.  These  to  be  delivered  at  Tennessee  Bridge,  20  miles 
above  Fort  Henry,  with  platforms,  chassis,  and  carriages  complete, 
and  50  rounds  of  ammunition. 

By  order  of  General  Johnston : 

J.  F.  GILMEE, 

Major y and  Chief  Engineer  Western  Department, 
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Engineer  Office, 
Nashville^  November  28,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  W.  Mackall, 

Adjt  Gen.^  Hdqrs.  Western  Dept.^  Bowling  Green,  Ky. : 

Sir  : Last  evening  I received  the  following  telegram  from  Mr.  T.  J. 
Glenn,  civil  engineer,  employed  by  me  in  obstructing  the  Cumberland 
Eiver,  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Donelson,  with  trees  and  timber,  viz: 

Cumberland  City,  November  27,  1861. 

Maj.  J.  F.  Gilmer,  Samt  Cloud  Hotel: 

General  Tilghman  lias  ordered  me  to  suspend.  Instruct  me  immediately. 

T.  J.  GLENN. 

To  which  I replied  at  once  as  follows : 

You  will  continue  the  work  for  obstructing  the  Cumberland  River. 

J.  F.  GILMER, 

Major  of  Engineers. 

The  obstructing  works  on  which  Mr.  Glenn  is  engaged  are  far  ad- 
vanced, and  to  be  effective  must  be  completed.  It  will  be  impossible 
for  me  to  rely  upon  any  work  being  done  properly  if  each  subordinate 
brigadier-general  be  allowed  to  suspend  operations  ordered  by  me.  1 
must  therefore  earnestly  request  that  the  general  commanding  the 
Western  Department  hold  Brigadier-General  Tilghman  responsible 
for  the  act  now  reported,  and  forbid  the  repetition  of  like  interference 
for  the  future. 

Your  instructions  of  the  22d,  in  reference  to  requisitions  for  ordnance 
by  Captain  Wright,  was  not  received  until  the  afternoon  of  the  26th 
instant. 

I am.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 

Major,  and  Chief  Engineer  Western  Department. 


Jackson,  [Novennber]  28,  1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  Sidney  Johnston: 

I have  ordered  troops  to  assemble  at  Corinth  and  Grenada.  Consid- 
erable armed  force  now  at  these  rendezvous.  Order  supplies  for  them. 
I am  arming  the  companies  called  out  under  your  first  requisition  as 
fast  as  possible. 

JOHN  J.  PETTUS. 


[November  28  (?),  1861.] 

General  A.  Sidney  Johnston:* 

General  : In  conformity  with  your  order  to  report  to  you  on  the 
defenses  of  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  Rivers  at  the  time  of  my 
taking  command  in  the  West,  I have  to  say  that  those  defenses  were  at 
that  time  not  included  in  my  command,  nor  were  they  until  after  you 
assumed  the  charge  of  the  Western  Department.  My  command  up  to  ' 
that  time  was  limited  on  the  north  and  east  by  the  Tennessee  River. 
Shortly  after  taking  command  of  the  Western  Department  Lieutenant 
Dixon,  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  was  instructed  by  you  to  make  an 
examination  of  the  works  at  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson  and  to  report 
upon  them.  These  instructions  were  complied  with,  and  he  reported 
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that  the  former  fort,  which  was  nearly  completed,  was  built  not  at  the 
most  favorable  position,  but  that  it  was  a strong  work,  and,  instead 
of  abandoning  it  and  building  at  another  place,  he  advised  that  it 
should  be  completed  and  other  works  constructed  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  on  the  high  lands  just  above  the  fort.  Measures 
for  the  accomplishment  of  this  work  were  adopted  as  rapidly  as 
the  means  at  our  disposal  would  allow.  A negro  force  which  was 
olfered  by  planters  in  Tennessee  and  North  Alabama  was  employed 
on  the  work,  and  efforts  were  made  to  j)ush  it  to  completion  as  fast  as 
the  means  at  command  would  allow. 

.Lieutenant  Dixon  also  made  a similar  reconnaissance  on  the  Cum- 
berland, and  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that,  although  a better  position 
might  have  been  chosen  for  the  fortifications  on  that  river,  under  the 
circumstances  then  surrounding  our  command  it  would  be  better  to 
retain  and  strengthen  the  position  chosen.  He  accordingly  made  sur- 
veys for  additional  outworks,  and  the  service  of  a considerable  slave 
force  was  obtained  to  construct  them.  This  work  was  continued  and 
kept  under  the  supervision  of  Lieutenant  Dixon.  Lieutenant  Dixon 
also  advised  the  placing  of  obstructions  in  the  Cumberland  at  a certain 
point  below,  where  there  was  shoal  water,  so  as  to  afford  protection  to 
the  operatives  engaged  on  the  fortifications  against  the  enemy^s  gun- 
boats. This  was  done,  and  it  operated  as  a check  to  the  navigation  so 
long  as  the  water  continued  low. 

You  are  aware  that  efforts  were  made  to  obtain  heavy  ordnance  to 
urm  these  forts,  but  as  we  had  to  rely  on  supplies  from  the  Atlantic 
sea-coast,  they  came  slowly,  and  it  became  necessary  to  divert  a num- 
ber of  pieces  intended  for  Columbus  to  the  service  of  those  forts. 

The  principal  difficulty  in  the  way  of  a successful  defense  of  the 
rivers  in  question  was  the  want  of  an  adequate  force — a force  of 
infantry  and  a force  of  experienced  artillerists.  They  were  applied  for 
by  you  and  also  by  me,  and  the  appeal  was  made  earnestly  to  every 
quarter  from  whence  relief  might  be  hoped  for.  Why  it  was  not  fur- 
nished others  must  say.  I believe  the  chief  reason,  so  far  as  the  infantry 
was  concerned,  was  the  want  of  arms.  As  to  experienced  artillerists, 
they  wei*e  not  in  the  country. 

When  General  Tilghman  was  made  brigadier- general  he  was  assigned 
by  you  to  the  command  of  the  defenses  on  the  Tennessee  and  Cumber-* 
land.  It  was  at  a time  when  the  operations  of  the  enemy  had  begun  to 
be  active  on  those  rivers,  and  the  difficulty  of  communicating  as  rapidly 
as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  required,  through  the  circuitous  route 
to  Columbus,  made  it  expedient  for  him  to  place  himself  in  direct  com- 
munication to  the  general  headquarters.  Nevertheless,  all  the  support 
I could  give  him  in  answer  to  his  calls  was  afforded.  He  received  from 
Columbus  a detachment  of  artillery  officers  as  instructors  of  his  troops  in 
that  arm  on  two  several  occasions,  and  all  the  infantry  at  my  command 
that  could  be  spared  from  the  defense  of  Columbus. 

The  importance  of  gunboats  as  an  element  of  power  in  our  military 
operations  was  frequently  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Government. 
One  transport  boat,  the  Eastport,  was  ordered  to  be  purchased,  and 
converted  into  a gunboat  on  the  Tennessee  Kiver,  but  it  was  unfortu- 
nately too  late  to  be  of  any  service. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  POLK, 

Major- Genera /,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters, 
Knoxville^  November  28,  1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I have  received  a note  from  Brownlow,  stating  that  he  would  come  in 
if  I would  guarantee  no  personal  violence.  He  has  not  been  with  any- 
armed  troops.  Will  send  copy  of  his  letter. 

WM.  H.  CAEEOLL, 
Brigadier-  Genera f Commanding. 


Headquarters, 

Greenville^  East  Tenn.^  November  28,  1861. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond: 

Sir  : Since  my  last,  dated  at  Johnson  Station,  Carter  County,  I have 
placed  Captain  McClellan,  of  the  Tennessee  cavalry,  with  his  company, 
at  Elizabethtown,  the  county  town  of  Carter  County,  with  a view  to 
preserve  order  and  hold  the  disaffected  in  check.  He  reports  an  im- 
provement in  the  aspect  of  affairs  in  that  neighborhood. 

Captain  White,  of  the  Third  Georgia  Battalion,  occupies  the  crossing 
of  the  Holston  at  Union,  protecting  the  county  bridge,  so  necessary 
since  the  burning  of  the  other.  A part  of  his  company  also  guards  the 
bridge  over  the  Watauga  at  Carter  Depot,  and  the  remainder  of  it  is 
at  Johnson  Station,  or  Haynesville,  where  there  is  a water-tank,  now 
important,  and  generally  a quantity  of  rolling  stock. 

The  headquarters  of  the  command  has  been  removed  to  Greeneville, 
Greene  County,  hitherto  regarded  perhaps  as  the  headquarters  of  insur- 
rection. This  county  voted  for  the  Union  by  four  to  one  and  continues 
much  disturbed.  On  the  24th,  soon  after  my  arrival  here,  it  was  found 
that  a party  of  200  or  300  were  in  arms  at  a place  called  Chimney 
Top,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county,  and  it  Avas  thought  advisable 
to  disperse  them  at  once.  StoA^alFs  battalion  being  joined  by  two  com- 
panies of  Colonel  Powell’s  regiment  (Lieutenant-Colonel  Arnold)  and 
half  a company  of  Tennessee  cavalry  (Captain  McLin),  I marched  the 
command  in  that  direction  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  instant.  In  the 
course  of  the  day  we  learned  that  a part  of  the  insurgent  force  had 
crossed  our  road  in  the  preceding  night,  but  we  kept  on,  hoping  to  find 
the  main  body.  Toward  night  it  was  ascertained  that  it  was  the  whole 
force  which  had  retreated  in  the  preceding  night,  and  their  absence  was 
verified  by  our  cavalry. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  we  retraced  our  steps  to  the  line  of  the 
insurgents’  retreat,  when,  being  ill  from  weather  and  water,  I turned 
over  the  command  to  Colonel  StOA^all,  with  orders  to  pursue  as  far  as 
practicable.  The  cavalry  had  already  been  in  pursuit  since  early  morn- 
ing. Colonel  Stovall  continued  the  pursuit  to  the  Chucky  Eiver,  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Eheatown,  where,  finding  no  bridge  nor  ferry-boat, 
and  a bad  ford,  he  deemed  it  advisable  to  return  with  his  immediate 
command  to  this  place.  Caxffain  Yeiser,  of  the  artillery,  crossed,  how- 
ever, with  his  two  pieces,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  two  insurgent 
prisoners,  one  holding  the  rank  of  captain  (Waddell)  in  that  body. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Arnold,  having  succeeded  in  mounting  most  of  his 
two  companies,  also  crossed  the  Chucky  and  joined  the  cavalry.  This 
was  on  the  25th,  and  to-day  he  has  sent  in  for  re-enforcements,  which 
have  gone  to  him — something  over  a hundred  men,  under  Major  Eudler. 

The  insurgents  appear  to  be  making  for  Cocke  and  Sevier  Counties^ 
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where  they  are  said  to  have  many  friends.  To-day  a messenger  from 
Parrottsville,  Cocke  County,  brings  intelligence  that  insurgents  were 
approaching  that  village  this  morning,  and  the  inhabitants  were  in 
instant  expectation  of  attack.  On  every  hand  we  hear  of  similar 
movements,  accounts  often  exaggerated,  but  there  is  really  great  com- 
motion and  hostility. 

I think  that  we  have  effected  something,  have  done  some  good ; but 
whenever  a foreign  force  enters  this  country,  be  it  soon  or  late,  three- 
fourths  of  this  people  will  rise  in  arms  to  join  them.  At  present  they 
seem  indisposed  to  fight,  and  the  great  difficulty  is  to  reach  them. 
Scattering  in  the  mountain  paths,  they  can  scarcely  be  caught;  and  as 
their  arms  are  hidden  w,hen  not  in  use,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  dis- 
arm them.  Cavalry,  though  a bad  force  for  fighting  them  in  case  they 
would  fight,  is  yet  the  only  force  which  can  reach  them.  It  is  adequate, 
too,  to  disperse  and  capture  them  in  their  present  state  of  morale,  I 
am  (ionfident  that  a mounted  regiment  with  two  very  light  guns  would 
do  more  to  quiet  this  tier  of  counties  than  five  times  the  number  on 
foot.  We  could  do  something  by  pressing  horses,  but  they  are  gen- 
erally needed  for  the  daily  wants  of  the  people.  In  default  of  regular 
mounted  troops,  500  horses  at  least  must  be  impressed,  and  perhaps 
1,000.  The  people  of  Grepneville  seem  to  be  peaceful  enough. 

The  bridge  over  Lick  Creek,  or  rather  the  trestle  work,  has  been 
finished  for  some  days ; that  at  the  Holston  is  going  on  favorably. 
The  company  had  proposed  not  to  trestle  the  latter,  but  to  rebuild  the 
bridge — a work  of  some  months.  I thought  it  my  duty  to  insist  on  the 
trestle  work,  which  can  be  done  in  three  weeks,  at  a cost  of  $1,500,  and 
which  wiU  afford  a passage  and  also  be  of  great  service  in  building 
the  bridge  itself.  At  the  Hiawassee  trestling  is  not  feasible,  owing  to 
the  great  depth  of  water,  the  character  of  the  bottom,  and  the  sudden 
freshets  of  the  stream.  Lieutenant  Mason,  Virginia  Engineers,  reports 
that  the  work  of  rebuilding  there  is  going  on  favorably. 

Col.  S.  A.  M.  Wood,  of  the  Seventh  Alabama,  having  disposed  a 
part  of  his  regiment,  as  directed,  for  the  protection  of  the  bridges  be- 
tween Chattanooga  and  Knoxville,  has  his  main  body  near  the  former 
place.  He  appears  to  have  been  very  zealous  and  active  against  the 
insurgents  and  has  captured  some  prisoners.  He  urges  the  importance 
of  keeping  the  regiment  in  that  immediate  vicinity  in  order  to  repress 
disturbances,  which  are  so  prevalent.  I understand  that  troops  of  Gen- 
erals Zollicoffer  and  Carroll  are  stationed  on  some  parts  of  the  road 
and  are  building  winter  quarters.  We  are  not  likely  to  have  too  many 
troops,  but  I could  wish  the  command  to  be  a unit  and  not  doubtful. 
I propose  to  pass  over  the  whole  line  within  a day  or  two  from  this 
date,  to  learn  what  dispositions  are  necessary  for  the  winter.  It  is 
presumed  that  the  troops  of  Generals  Zollicoffer  and  Carroll  are  in- 
tended more  especially  for  operations  against  the  insurgents. 

Twenty -two  prisoners  have  been  sent  to  Kashville  from  Carter  County, 
and  we  have  now  in  confinement  some  5 or  6 known  to  have  been  in 
arms,  and  who  will  be  sent  to  Tuscaloosa,  under  the  order  of  the  War 
Department  dated  the  25th  instant. 

Our  men  are  much  in  want  of  blankets,  the  weather  varying  only 
from  cold  and  wet  to  cold  and  dry.  Many  cases  of  pneumonia  have 
already  appeared.  I am  looking  anxiously  for  the  Korth  Carolina 
regiment. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  LEADBETTER, 
Colonel^  P.  A.  G.  S.,  Commanding, 
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Headquarters  Second  Division, 

Central  Column  of  Kentucky, 

Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  November  28,  1861. 

Capt.  John  H.  Moruan: 

Sir  : You  will  without  delay  join  and  take  command  of  your  squad- 
ron, now  at  or  near  Eoan’s,  on  Green  Kiver.  You  will  receive  the  two 
letters  of  instruction,  dated  tlie  26th  instant,  under  which  Capt.  T.  W. 
Allen  is  acting,  and  proceed  to  carry  them  out,  except  as  herein  altered. 
You  will,  should  you  deem  it  sufficiently  safe,  cross  Green  Eiver,  to  get 
the  cattle  and  hogs  or  to  attack  the  Federal  Home  Guards’  force  j but 
you  will  avoid  carefully  any  movement  which  would  involve  consider- 
able risk  or  serious  delay.  It  is  important  that  you  should  return,  at 
furthest,  by  December  1,  and  as  much  earlier  as  possible. 

By  order  of  General  Buckner  : 

G.  B.  COSBY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Enclosures.] 


Headquarters  Second  Division, 

Central  Army  of  Kentucky, 
Bowling  Green,  Ky.^  November  26,  1861. 

Capt.  T.  W.  Allen, 

Comdg.  Captain  Morgan’s  Cavalry  Squadron: 

Sir  : You  will  proceed  early  to-morrow  morning,  with  all  the  avail- 
able force  of  your  command,  provided  with  one  day’s  rations,  to  the 
vicinity  of  George  Eoan’s,  on  Green  Eiver,  and  find  about  fifty  bead 
of  fat  cattle  and  a lot  of  hogs,  belonging  to  a man  in  that  neighbor- 
hood, who  will  be  designated  by  a guide  who  will  accompany  you. 
You  will  drive  the  cattle  and  hogs  into  Bowling  Green  and  deliver 
them  to  Major  Williamson,  assistant  commissary-general.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  a band  of  Federals,  supposed  to  number  about  sixty,  have 
been  committing  depredations  in  Eoan’s  neighborhood.  You  will, 
should  you  find,  after  thorough  investigation,  your  force  sufficient  to 
overcome  them,  endeavor  to  capture  them  or  tlieir  arms,  &c.,  but  you 
will  not  pursue  them  farther  than  is  consistent  with  the  safety  of  your 
command,  and  you  will  remain  on  this  side  of  Green  Eiver.  You  will 
collect  as  much  information  as  possible  about  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  and  the  disposition  of  the  citizens.  You  will  return  as  soon  as 
these  orders  can  be  carried  into  effect.  Should  you  be  absent  more 
than  one  day,  you  will  make  full  reports  by  courier  daily  to  these 
headquarters. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  BUCKNEE, 
Brigadier- General,  G.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Second  Division, 

Central  Column  of  Kentucky, 

Bowling  Green^  Ky.,  November  26,  1861. 

Capt.  T.  W.  Allen, 

Commanding  Morgan’s  Squadron: 

Sir  : I am  directed  by  General  Buckner  to  give  you  these  further 
instructions:  Your  absence  from  here  must  not  exceed  two  days.  If 
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you  cannot  return  to-morrow  (Wednesday  night)  you  must  rej^ort  hy 
couriers.  You  must  not  bring  the  hogs  if  it  will  seriously  delay  your 
command,  but  bring  the  cattle.  It  is  important  that  your  command 
should  return  as  soon  as  possible. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  B.  COSBY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Brigade  Headquarters, 

Near  Newbury.,  November  28,  1861. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Mackall, 

Bowling  Green,  Ky.: 

Sir  : I occnjiy  a position  midway  between  Mill  Springs  and  Burkes- 
ville  for  a day  or  two,  to  perfect  my  knowledge  of  the  topography, 
resources,  &c.,  of  the  country,  before  selecting  a position  for  quarters 
in  severe  weather  and  as  a basis  of  action  in  mild  weather  this  winter. 

Mill  Springs,  22  miles  east,  is  in  a fertile  region,  with  grist  and  saw 
mill,  wood,  water,  and  capable  of  easy  defense,  commanding  the  ferry. 
Geographically  it  is  the  best  position  on  this  side  of  the  river  for 
commanding  the  approaches  to  Cumberland  Gap  and  Jacksborough. 
Burkesville  or  Oreelsborough  would  better  enable  me  to  open  the  Cum- 
berland and  make  secure  our  supply  trains.  During  the  winter,  when 
the  wagon  roads  are  so  bad,  it  would  be  far  preferable  to  draw  indis- 
pensable supplies  direct  from  NTashville  instead  of  Knoxville. 

Brought  to  Gainesborough,  between  40  and  50  miles  from  here,  on' 
boats,  50  or  60  miles  of  wagoning  over  bad  roads  would  be  saved 
between  here  and  Knoxville.  If  the  country  north  of  the  river  be- 
tween Burkesville  and  Gainesborough  can  be  cleared  of  the  enemy, 
they  might  subsequently  be  brought  to  the  former  place.  Pork,  com, 
beef,  hay,  or  fodder,  horses,  &c.,  are  abundant  and  cheap  here.  I 
think  the  supply  of  flour  will  be  good. 

This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Maj.  Alex.  Wynn,  who  visits  you  to 
obtain  General  Johnston’s  assent  to  this  arrangement,  and,  if  obtained, 
to  see  the  proper  officers  of  the  quartermaster  and  commissary  depart- 
ments at  Kashville,  and  perfect  the  arrangements  at  as  early  a day  as 
practicable. 

Very  respectfully, 

F.  K.  ZOLLICOFFEE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

P.  S. — I am  not  yet  aware  that  Major-General  Crittenden  has  assumed 
command  in  this  district. 

F.  K.  ZOLLICOFFEE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Camp  near  Pound  Gap,  Wise  County,  Virginia, 

November  28,  1861. 

General  A.  Sidney  Johnston, 

Bowling  Green,  Ky.: 

General  : When  I was  on  my  way  to  take  command  of  this  column 
I informed  you  by  letter,  with  a request  for  such  instructions  as  you 
might  have  to  communicate.  The  President  directed  two  regiments 
from  Virginia  and  a battery  of  four  pieces  to  report  to  me,  and  directed 
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me  to  assume  the  command  of  all  the  troops  at  Prestonhurg  and  in 
that  vicinity,  “for  the  protection  and  defense  of  that  frontier.” 

My  appointment,  following  certain  political  conversations,  was  ac- 
cepted, with  an  understanding  of  the  scope  of  what  was  expected.  My 
authority  to  accept  and  raise  companies,  battalions,  and  regiments  into 
the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  was  made  express  and  unlim- 
ited, and  my  separate  command  (only  under  your  general  direction,  as 
military  chief  of  the  department)  was  assured  in  terms. 

It  was  then  rumored  at  Eichmond  that  some  2,000  or  2,500  men  were 
in  Prestonhurg  and  were  being  rapidly  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  Confederate  States,  and  it  was  the  supposition  of  the  Department 
of  War  that,  with  the  two  regiments  from  Virginia,  I should  have  a 
force  to  commence  my  operations  with  of  about  5,000  men  or  its  equiv- 
alent. But  the  regiment  of  Colonel  Trigg  (Fifty -fourth  Virginia)  took 
the  field  with  only  560  efiective  men,  and  the  other,  under  Colonel 
Moore,  of  Abingdon,  has  not  yet  joined  me  with  one  of  his  wings,  nor 
has  that  officer,  as  late  as  four  days  since,  received  his  arms;  so  he 
reports  by  letter. 

On  my  arrival  here  I found  a force  (which  was  intended  to  be  joined 
to  the  Abingdon  battalion,  so  as  to  make  a regiment)  stationed  in 
Pound  Gap,  350  strong,  under  Major  Thompson,  whereas  James  Giles 
was  indicated  as  the  person  to  be  made  major  of  Moore^s  regiment  when 
organized  by  me,  as  per  order  from  the  Adjutant-General.  I found, 
moreover,  that  this  battalion  had  been  raised  by  order  of  Brigadier- 
General  Zollicoffer  for  twelve  months,  to  answer  a special  service,  to 
wit,  to  defend  the  mountain  gaps  and  to  be  kept  in  the  counties  of  Lee, 
Scott,  and  Wise,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  that  the  men  were  not 
willing  to  dispense  with  the  condition  expressed  in  their  enlistment 
nor  willing  to  pass  into  Kentucky. 

Under  these  circumstances  I deemed  it  most  prudent  not  to  attempt 
the  organization  of  Moore’s  regiment  without  further  orders  from  the  Ad- 
jutant-General, whom  I advised  of  the  state  of  facts  in  the  case.  I gave 
Colonel  Moore  orders  to  move  the  Abingdon  battalion  to  this  point  as 
early  as  the  6th  of  November,  and  reported  them  in  writing  on  the  9th 
of  same  month.  He  has  not  yet  come  up,  for  the  reason  already  alluded 
to — want  of  arms,  clothing,  rations,  and  transportation.  He  has  not  re- 
ported to  me  the  strength  of  the  force  immediately  under  his  command, 
nor  can  I estimate  it  beforehand  further  than  to  say  I suppose  it  will 
be  from  350  to  400  men,  making  the  whole  Virginia  force  in  this  column 
some  1,200  to  1 ,300  men,  or  little  more  than  one  regiment,  including  the 
special-service  men — ^little  less  than  one  full  regiment,  excluding  them. 

The  infantry  force  under  Col.  John  S.  Williams  is  reported  to  me  to  be 
799  or  835  in  the  aggregate  of  officers  and  men,  and  the  mounted  force  at 
400.  So  that  from  the  best  knowledge  I have,  sir,  I will  state  the  total 
force  subject  to  my  orders  to  be,  infantry,  2,100;  mounted  men,  400; 
battery,  four  pieces,  65  men.  Yet  in  this  estimate  I count  400  under 
Moore,  who  have  not  yet  left  their  homes  at  Abingdon,  but  it  is  reported 
they  move  during  this  week.  Say  a total  of  all  arms  of  2,500  men, 
which  is  just  half  of  the  number  I expected  to  take  the  field  with. 

The  men  under  Colonel  Williams  are  not  yet  in  their  winter  clothing, 
though  requisition  after  requisition  has  been  made.  I understand,  how- 
ever, some  clothing,  probably  sufficient  for  the  command,  has  arrived  at 
Abingdon,  and  will  be  brought  forward  in  a few  days.  This  force  im- 
der  Colonel  Williams  has  been  so  constantly  pressed  by  the  superior 
force  of  the  enemy,  that  it  has  not  been  drilled  at  all,  and  is  as  unskilled 
in  tactics  as  the  common  militia  of  the  country.  The  officers  seem  well 
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disposed  to  learn,  and  I hope  to  be  able  at  an  early  day  to  make  the 
body  effective  as  a regiment.  The  regiment  under  Trigg  is  tolerafty 
well  drilled  in  the  school  of  the  battalion;  the  mounted  force  not  yet 
drilled  at  all.  They  are  generally  armed  with  rifles  or  muskets  or  shot- 
guns. I have  no  regularly-armed  cavalry  as  yet. 

Finding  that  Colonel  Williams  was  compelled  to  break  up  his  camp 
at  Prestonburg  and  was  retreating  on  Piketon,  I moved  Trigg^s  force 
as  rapidly  as  I could  in  the  direction  of  Piketon  from  Wytheville,  and 
ordered  Colonel  Moore  to  move  to  the  Pound  Gap  from  Abingdon,  in- 
tending to  offer  re-enforcements  to  Colonel  Williams,  no  matter  where 
he  might  be. 

On  arriving  at  Jeffersonville  I ascertained  by  courier  from  Colonel 
Williams  that  he  had  abandoned  Piketon  and  was  retreating  by  a 
country  cross-road  to  Pound  Gap.  The  road  from  Sandy  to  Jefferson- 
ville, to  the  Salt  Works  and  the  Lead  Mines,  was  now  entirely  open  to  the 
enemy,  6,000  strong,  at  the  Kentucky  line.  There  was  no  defense;  for, 
at  70  "miles  to  my  right,  when  at  Jeffersonville,  General  Floyd  was  at 
the  moment  pressed  back  from  Cotton  Hill  (the  confluence  of  the  Gau- 
ley  and  New  Eivers)  and  was  moving  to  Ealeigh  Court-House,  on  a line 
perpendicular  to  the  route  from  Wytheville  to  Jeffersonville.  His  force 
was  reported  at  4,000,  Eosecrans’  at  10,000.  If  Williams  was  able  to 
reach  Pound  Gap  and  Moore  should  re-enforce  him,  he  should  have  at 
the  gap  1 ,800  or  2,000  men.  Yet  from  the  Abingdon  road  to  the  Tug 
Fork  of  Sandy  there  was  not  a single  soldier  except  Trigg^s  regiment 
of  560  men  and  Jeffress’  battery  of  four  pieces. 

In  consequence  of  this  I moved  Trigg’s  regiment  and  the  battery  to  a 
Y)oint  18  miles  northwest  of  Jeffersonville,  which  covers  the  roads  lead- 
ing to  the  Salt  Works  from  Sandy  Eiver,  as  also  the  roads  to  Jefferson- 
ville. 

Leaving  Trigg’s  regiment  there,  to  be  sustained  by  the  militia  if 
necessary  (for  the  brigadier-general  in  that  brigade  turned  them  all 
out  to  meet  the  supposed  exigency  after  I declined  to  exert  that  au- 
thority) I came  over  to  this  point  (about  80  miles),  to  look  to  the  con- 
dition of  affairs  here  and  to  organize  the  forces  here  for  the  defense  of 
Pound  Gap,  as  well  as  to  fortify  it,  and  then  it  was  my  intention  to  re- 
turn and  lead  Trigg’s  regiment  on,  if  sufficiently  re-enforced  to  promise 
any  success. 

I am  gratified  to  say  that  on  my  arrival  here  reliable  information  was 
obtained  that  the  enemy  had  retreated.  I cannot  give  you  any  idea  of 
the  reasons  which  influenced  the  withdrawal  of  the  enemy’s  force  from 
Pikeville.  Their  retreat  was  precipitate  from  all  directions  east  of  the 
01;^pian  Springs,  according  to  rumor,  but  I have  only  ascertained 
satisfactorily  that  the  force  has  been  withdrawn  from  the  upper  valley 
of  the  Sandy.  It  may  be  withdrawn  to  the  lower  levels  of  the  country 
for  more  pleasant  winter  quarters.  The  withdrawal,  be  it  from  what 
cause  it  may,  is  eminently  fortunate  for  us,  as  the  provisions  for  this 
part  of  the  country  are  absolutely  exhausted,  while  they  are  said  to  be 
cheap  and  plenty  in  Kentucky. 

It  is  my  purpose  to  move  my  mounted  force  into  Kentucky  imme- 
diately, and  to  throw  it  forward  at  least  as  far  as  West  Liberty,  and,  if 
possible,  as  far  as  the  line  from  Louisa  to  the  Olympian  Springs,  while 
my  infantry  force  will  be  located  upon  a line  from  Whitesburg,  in 
Letcher  County,  to  Prestonburg,  on  the  Sandy.  There  is  a passable 
road  from  the  one  point  to  the  other. 

Trigg’s  regiment  and  the  battery  will  occupy  my  right  flank  at 
Prestonburg,  Williams  on  the  head  of  Beaver  Creek,  and  the  regiment 
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of  Moore  at  Whitesburg,  with  the  special-service  men  in  the  Gap.  I am 
not  strong  enough  to  go  forward  thus  far  to  ascertain  what  the  people 
of  Kentucky  will  do,  unless  you  should  find  it  in  your  power  to  let  me 
have  two  or  three  regiments,  in  which  case  I would  propose  to  cover 
more  of  the  country,  so  as  to  let  out  the  provisions  and  men  of  the  State. 
The  people  of  the  country  are  not  very  well  affected,  for  the  same  inso- 
lent domineering  has  been  carried  on  in  the  mountains  as  elsewhere. 

The  enemy  suffered  severely  at  the  battle  of  Ivy,  where  250  of  this 
command  were  engaged  against  a column  of  1,500  for  one  hour  and 
fcen  minutes.  We  lost  5 killed  and  13  wounded  j the  enemy  lost  over 
300  killed  and  how  many  wounded  we  cannot  say.  The  graves  of  the 
enemy  are  reported  at  396.  It  was  a success,  brilliant  in  conception  and 
execution,  though  the  enemy  recovered  in  time  to  outflank  our  men,  and 
they  in  turn  withdrew  from  the  ground  without  loss  when  their  ground 
could  no  longer  be  maintained. 

If  you  find  this  letter  long  and  its  report  less  formal  than  you  would 
desire,  it  is  yet  the  best  account  I am  able  now  to  give  of  affairs  in  this 
section. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

H.  MAESHALL, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Botvling  Green,  November  29,  1861, 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  two  letters,  one  from 
Gov.  I.  G.  Harris,  of  Tennessee,  and  the  other  from  Col.  B.  E.  John- 
son, late  Chief  of  Engineers  of  the  State.* 

1 have  to  state,  in  reference  to  the  subject  of  Governor  Harris’  letter 
to  me,  that  a large  force  may  now  be  expected  to  respond  to  his  call 
for  30,000  men,  of  which  I believe  he  desires  all  may,  if  possible,  be 
volunteers.  Should  a large  portion  only  be  volunteers,  a number  of 
brigadier-generals  will  be  required  to  command  them. 

Governor  Harris  has  mentioned  the  names  of  several  gentlemen  who. 
in  his  opinion,  are  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  incidental  to  that 
grade,  and  whose  appointment  would  contribute  greatly  to  the  public 
advantage  and  to  him  be  a personal  gratification.  I have  no  acquaint- 
ance with  the  gentlemen  proposed,  except  very  slight  with  one  (Colonel 
Johnson,  whose  education  qualifies  him  for  the  office  sought),  but  on 
account  of  the  earnest  zeal  of  the  Governor  for  the  cause,  his  courtesy 
and  ready  assistance  on  all  occasions  in  Avhich  the  public  interest  may 
be  promoted,  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  present  his  wishes  with 
regard  to  the  appointment  of  these  gentlemen  for  the  consideration  of 
his  excellency  the  President. 

I have  nothing  worthy  of  mention  to  report  since  my  last  letter.  We 
are  making  every  possible  effort  to  meet  the  force  which  the  enemy  will 
soon  array  against  us,  both  on  this  line  and  at  Columbus.  Had  the 
exigency  for  my  call  for  50,000  men  in  September  been  better  compre- 
hended and  responded  to,  our  preparations  for  this  great  emergency 
would  now  be  complete. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  JOHNSTOIST, 
General,  C.  S.  Army. 


'Ncitlior  foniul. 
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Bowling  Green,  November  29,  1861. 
Col.  W.  W.  Mackall,  Bowling  Green: 

I have  completed  a thorough  examination  of  Henry  and  Donelson 
and  do  not  admire  the  aspect  of  things.  I must  have  more  heavy  guns 
for  both  places  at  once,  not  less  than  four  for  each  j one  also  of  long 
range  for  each,  say  sixty-fours.  Say  to  the  general  I have  1,000  un- 
armed men  j no  hope  for  any  arms  but  from  him.  A message  from  Pa- 
ducah and  Columbus  yesterday  indicates  a movement  this  way.  Will 
he  not  let  [me]  have  1,000  arms  from  Hashville  ? I feel  for  the  first 
time  discouraged,  but  will  not  give  up.  Answer  me  at  Clarksville. 

LLOYD  TILGHMAH, 
Brigadier- General,  G.  S.  Army, 


Headquarters, 
Knoxville,  November  29,  1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  : Herewith  please  find  copy  of  letter  received  from  Dr.  Brown- 
low,  and  my  reply. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CAEEOLL, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosures.] 


Friday,  November  22,  1861. 

General  W.  H.  Carroll: 

Having  understood  that  you  are  to  be  placed  in  command  of  Knox- 
ville in  a few  days,  I desire  to  make  a statement  to  you,  the  truth  of 
which  I am  willing  to  swear  to  before  an^  tribunal. 

I left  home  on  the  4th  of  this  instant  to  attend  the  chancery  court 
at  Maryville  and  to  go  to  Sevierville  to  collect  fees  due  me  for  adver- 
tising, and  I in  part  succeeded.  I have  only  been  in  Blount  and  Sevier 
Counties.  I have  not  been  in  any  body  of  armed  men  or  in  any  way 
connected  with  the  arming  of  any  man  or  getting  up  any  force  what- 
ever. I left  home  and  have  remained  away  at  the  earnest  and  repeated 
solicitations  of  my  family,  who  insisted  they  would  be  more  secure  in 
my  absence.  Certain  troops  came  daily  on  my  portico  and  in  front  of 
my  house,  drew  out  and  flourished  side-arms,  and  sometimes  pre- 
sented muskets,  threatening  my  life.  I was  told  that  they  were  under 
the  command  of  an  Alabama  officer  by  the  name  of  Wood,  and  that 
he  was  prejudiced  against  me.  I don’t  know  how  this  is.  As  it  regards 
bridge-burning,  I never  had  an  intimation  of  any  such  purpose  from 
any  quarter  at  any  time,  and  when  I heard  of  the  bui-ning  of  the 
bridges  on  the  Saturday  night  after  it  occurred  I was  utterly  aston- 
ished. I condemn  the  act  most  unqualifiedly,  and  regard  it  as  an  ill- 
timed  measure,  calculated  to  bring  no  good  to  any  one  or  any  party, 
but  much  harm  to  innocent  men  and  to  the  public. 

When  I,  together  with  fifteen  or  twenty  other  men,  signed  a com- 
munication to  General  Zollicoffer,  which  was  pubbshed  in  all  the  Ten- 
nessee papers,  pledging  ourselves  to  advise  peace  and  to  oppose  all 
attempts  at  rebellion  and  such  outrages  as  bridge-burning,  I acted  in 
good  faith  and  I have  kept  that  faith ; and  had  a knowledge  of  any 
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purpose  to  burn  the  bridges  been  communicated  to  me,  I should  have 
felt  bound  in  all  honor  and  good  conscience  to  have  disclosed  the  fact 
to  the  chief  officers  of  the  roads;  and  if  I were  at  liberty  to  bring 
out  one  issue  of  my  paper  I would  state  all  these  facts  to  the  public 
more  in  detail  and  more  nervous  terms.  I am  willing  and  ready  at 
any  time  to  stand  a trial  upon  these  or  any  other  points  before  any  civil 
tribunal,  but  I protest  against  being  turned  over  to  an  infuriated  mob 
of  armed  men,  filled  with  prejudices  by  my  bitterest  enemies. 

This  communication  will  be  handed  you  by  my  friend  Colonel  Will- 
iams, who  is  favorably  known  to  you. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

W.  G.  BEOWOTiOW. 


Headquarters, 
Knoxville^  November  28,  1861. 

Eev.  Dr.  Brownlow  : 

Sir  ; It  is  my  business  here  to  afford  protection  to  all  citizens  who 
are  loyal  to  the  Confederate  States,  and  I shall  use  all  the  force  at  my 
command  to  that  end.  You  may  be  fully  assured  that  you  will  meet 
with  no  personal  violence  by  returning  to  your  home,  and  if  you  can 
establish  what  you  say  in  your  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  you  shall  have 
every  opportunity  to  do  so  before  the  civil  tribunal,  if  necessary,  pro- 
vided you  have  committed  no  act  that  will  make  it  necessary  for  the 
military  law  to  take  cognizance.  I desire  that  every  loyal  citizen, 
regardless  of  former  political  opinions,  shall  be  fully  protected  in  all 
his  rights  and  privileges,  to  accomplish  which  I shall  bend  all  my 
energies,  and  have  no  doubt  I shall  be  successful. 

WM.  H.  CAEROLL, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Knoxville,  November  29,  1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond  : 

Sir  : I am  just  in  receipt  of  yours  of  25th.  Your  instructions  shall 
be  strictly  obeyed.  I have  not  heretofore  released  any  against  whom 
there  was  proof  that  they  had  been  engaged  in  any  rebellious  move- 
ments. It  was  only  those  who  were  arrested  upon  mere  suspicion  that 
I permitted  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  I telegraphed  you  to-day 
that  Judge  Humphreys  had  issued  writs  of  habeas  corpus  in  .the  cases  of 
several  prisoners  who  are  beyond  doubt  guilty  of  burning  the  railroad 
bridges,  predicated,  as  I understand,  upon  the  affidavits  of  Baxter  and 
other  lawyers.  Your  instructions  are  fully  understood  and  I shall  not 
allow  any  interference  in  their  execution. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CARROLL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters, 

No.  4.  f Knoxville,  November  29,  1861. 

The  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  has  not  nor  will  it  inter- 
fere with  individuals  on  account  of  their  political  opinions.  The  Presi- 
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dejit  of  tlie  Confederate  States  issued  a proclamation,  stating  that  all 
those  Avho  did  not  fnlly  recognize  their  allegiance  to  the  Government 
should  dispose  of  or  remove  from  its  limits,  with  their  effects,  before 
October,  18G1.  Those  i)ersons  who  remained  tacitly  recognized  the 
Government  and  are  amenable  to  the  laws. 

Tlie  commanding  general  at  this  post  will  endeavor  to  fully  carry  out 
the  policy  of  the  Government.  While  he  will  afford  ample  i)rotcction 
to  all  citizens  who  peaceably  pursue  their  ordinary  occupations,  he  will 
order  the  arrest  of  all  who  may  take  up  arms  against  the  Government 
or  who  in  any  manner  may  aid  or  abet  its  enemies  or  incite  rebellion, 
in  order  that  they  may  be  tried  by  military  law. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  II.  Carroll,  commanding  post: 

G.  H.  MONSAEKAT, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Knoxville,  Itfoveniher  29,  18G1. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War: 

General  W.  H.  Carroll,  commanding  this  post,  has  ordered  a gen- 
eral court-martial  for  the  trial  by  the  military  authorities  of  persons 
charged  with  burning  the  bridges  in  East  Tennessee  and  of  the  tories 
who  have  been  recently  captured  with  arms  in  their  hands  against  the 
Government.  The  question  as  to  the  jurisdiction  of  courts-martial  in 
such  cases  has  been  raised  in  the  court,  and  it  is  insisted  that  the  civil 
authorities  have  some  jurisdiction  of  the  persons  in  such  offenses. 
Please  instruct  what  course  to  pursue.  A court-martial  will  be  much 
more  effective  in  ferreting  out  the  offenders.  Please  answer  at  as  early 
moment  as  ])ossible,  as  it  is  very  desirable  to  put  these  matters  through 
rapidly.  Writs  of  habeas  corpus  have  been  and  will  be  issued. 

E.  F.  LOONEY, 
Colonel,  and  President  of  Court, 


Knoxville,  Tenn.,  November  29,  18G1. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War,  &c. : 

Sir  : Your  satisfactory  favor  of  the  12th  was  duly  received.*  The 
rebellion  in  East  Tennessee  is  nearly  smothered,  but  is  far  from  being 
extinguished,  and  would  burst  forth  with  increased  intensity  had  the 
enemy  a commissioned  Lincoln  commander,  quartermaster,  and  pay- 
master within  our  borders  to  form  a nucleus  around  which  our  malcon- 
tent and  disloyal  people  could  rally.  The  stampede  from  Camp  Dick 
Eobinson  has  given  to  our  Tennessee  refugees  an  opportunity  to  desert 
the  United  States  standard  there,  and  many  of  them  have  sneaked 
home  and  are  secreting  themselves  in  the  woods.  They  communicate 
occasionally  with  the  disaffected  of  our  citizens,  and  this  has  had  a good 
effect  in  quieting  some  insurgents  and  those  who  sympathize  in  the 
incendiarism,  bridge-burning,  &c.  I still  think,  however,  that  this  calm 
may  be  only  temporary.  We  need  here  commanders  and  officers  who 

^ Sco  Series  I,  Vol.  IV,  p.  540. 
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have  no  syinpatliies  with  their  Union  and  disloyal  acquaintances  and 
relatives  and  associates.  A stern  man  from  one  of  the  cotton  States, 
Avho  has  no  knowledge  of  our  ])eople  and  their  past  political  affinities, 
would  be  best  able  to  control  the  conflicting  elements  ont  of  which  our 
])Oj>uhition  is  constituted.  Our  mountain  defenses  have  junbably 
deterred  the  enemy  from  further  invasion  upon  our  northern  border. 
IJis  next  etfort  may  probably  be  directed  through  Lee,  Itussell,  and 
Washington  Counties,  Virginia.  At  least  there  will  be  a feint  there, 
to  keep  our  East  Tennessee  forces  unemployed,  and  thus  prevent  re- 
enforcements being  sent  from  here  to  aid  Zollicofler  or  the  Lower  Cum- 
berland. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  vours,  &c., 

J.'G.  M.  EAMSEY.. 


Camp  at  Cumberland  Gap,  November  29,  1801. 

S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

General  ; Learning  that  Piketon  had  been  evacuated  by  Colonel 
Williams,  and  that  General  Flo3'd  had  fallen  back  from  Cotton  Hill  to 
Kaleigh  Court-House  while  I was  at  Jefferson ville,  and  that  the  force  of 
the  enemy  at  Piketon  was  about  0,000, 1 deemed  it  prudent  to  halt  what 
force  I had  in  hand  at  a ])oint  18  miles  from  Jeffersonville,  which  at  once 
guarded  the  roads  from  Sandy  Eiver  to  Jeflersonville  and  from  Sandy 
to  the  Salt  Works. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  note  particularly  to  you  that  the  position  at 
Claypole’s,  wheic  Trigg’s  regiment  bas  been  posted,  is  the  strongest 
strategical  position  in  the  whole  country  to  cover  the  approaches  from 
Sandy  Eiver  to  the  interior  of  Virginia.  I have  studied  the  country 
and  understand  it.  The  position  can  only  be  turned  by  a force  coming 
from  tlie  Gauhiy  or  from  Cumberland  Gap,  and  there  are  good  roads 
for  retreat  from  either.  At  5 miles  from  that  camp,  directly  to  its  rear, 
you  fall  into  the  main  State  road  from  Jeffersonville  to  Lebanon,  ami 
this  cross-road  is  i^racticable  for  wagons  I know,  as  I passed  one  over 
it  myself.  Tliis  cross-road  is  a gorge  the  whole  way,  presenting  innu- 
merable i)oints  for  successful  defense  which  might  be  used  to  delay  an 
advancing  foe.  I mention  this  in  case  you  should  be  suddenly  called 
to  look  to  this  again. 

The  brigadier-general  of  the  Tazewell  militia  turned  ont  his  brigade 
to  defend  that  section.  I declined  to  exert  any  authority  over  the 
inilitia  or  to  call  them  out  anywiiere,  preferring  to  submit  my  request 
for  re-enforcements  to  you. 

Anxious  about  the  condition  of  things  here,  I traveled  by  Lebanon 
to  this  place — distant  from  Trigg’s  camp  to  wit:  From  Trigg’s  cam])  to 
Lebanon  road,  5 milesj  thence  to  Lebanon,  22  miles;  Lebanon  to  Castle- 
wood  (Clinch  Eiver),  20  miles;  Castlewood  to  Gladesville,  23  miles; 
Gladesville  to  Pound,  12  miles;  Pound  to  Pound  Gap,  5 miles;  total, 
87  miles — intending  to  see  to  the  defenses  proper  for  Pound  Ga^)  and 
to  ascertain  the  exact  condition  of  organization  in  this  force. 

I found  tlie  mounted  corps  had  fallen  back  to  Castlewood,  behind 
Clinch  Eiver,  to  recruit  and  forage,  there  being  no  forage  nearer  to 
Pound  Gap.  The  command  was  under  captains,  invested  temporarily 
with  the  powers  of  lieutenant-colonel  and  major,  by  order  of  Colonel 
Williams.  I determined  to  give  the  mounted  force  tlie  organization  of 
a battalion,  and  as  it  met  the  wishes  both  of  the  captains  and  the  men, 
I requested  that  they  would  indicate  their  own  preference  as  to  who 
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should  be  appointed  to  coiumaud  the  battalion  during  its  term  of  ser^ice. 
That  indication  was  expressed  in  tlie  reconiinendation  of  lion.  W.  E. 
Simms,  and  1 concurred,  of  course,  in  asking  the  President  to  issue  the 
commission  to  him. 

1 foundSOO  men  here,  acting  as  a regiment  of  infantry,  badly  clothed — 
indeed,  miserably  clad — very  inexpert  in  the  use  of  the  gun,  but  brave 
and  good  looking.  Colonel  Williams  had  detailed  Captain  May  to  act 
as  lieutenant-colonel  and  Captain  Hawkins  as  major.  He  informed  me 
that  he  had  applied  for  appointments  for  them. 

1 have  in  a former  letter  given  you  the  facts  touching  the  force  in  the 
Gap.  I now  inclose  a communication  from  Major  Thompson*  on  that 
subject,  by  which  the  one  condition  of  enlistment  will  be  a])parent.  The 
battalion  is  very  excellent  in  appearance,  though  it  has  gone  through 
the  measles.  I think  it  had  best  be  kept  where  it  will  be  more  within 
the  conditions  of  its  enlistment,  and  its  officer  I cannot  commend  as 
very  attentive,  energetic,  and  efficient. 

I shall  move  my  whole  command  into  Kentucky  within  a day  or  two, 
and  shall  occupy  the  line  from  Prestonburg  to  Whitesburg. 

1 am,  &c., 

H.  MAESHALL, 

Brigadier-  General. 

I omitted  to  report  that  the  enemy  has  withdrawn  beyond  Preston- 
burg. 


Headquarters, 

Fort  Bonelson,  November  20,  1861. 

General  A.  Sidney  Johnston, 

Commanding  Western  Department: 

Sir:  The  defenses  of  both  Forts  Donelson  and  Henry  demand  that 
a light  battery  should  be  iirepared  at  both  iilaces  with  the  loss  of  as 
little  time  as  possible. 

At  the  former  place  I need  nothing  more  than  the  horses  to  equip 
the  battery  com])letely.  At  Fort  Henry  I have  but  one  field  gun, 
but  with  two  spare  pieces  at  Fort  Donelson.  I shall  need  only  two 
12-pounder  howitzers  to  make  up  the  complement. 

The  absolute  necessity  of  our  occupying  an  eminence  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  river  from  Fort  Henry  involves,  not  onlj^  the  erection  of 
a small  field  work  there,  with  several  heavy  guns,  but  also  the  occupa- 
tion of  an  advanced  point  with  a small  force,  aided  by  a field  battery. 

I am  informed  that  the  State  of  Alabama  will  send  a full  regiment 
to  this  point,  with  500  negroes,  for  building  the  work.  This  informa- 
tion reaches  me  through  Colonel  Heiman,  commanding  post.  The  regi- 
ment is  intended  for  the  main  work  on  what  is  called  Stewart’s  Hill, 
and  will  arrive  in  a few  days  (10  days).  The  advanced  work  spoken 
of  was  not  contemi)lated  when  the  agent  of  the  State  of  Alabama  was 
there  on  the  26th  instant.  It  is  essential,  and  the  battalion  of  500  men 
can  be  easily  raised.  This  will  involve  the  necessity  of  another  light 
battery  of  four  pieces,  all  of  which  will  have  to  be  furnished. 

To  equip  these  light  batteries  it  will  require  six  horses  to  each  team 
at  Fort  Donelson,  on  account  of  the  roads,  and  four  for  Henry  and  the 
works  last  spoken  of  j in  all,  202  horses,  at  an  average  cost  of  $140, 
requiring  the  sum  of  $28,280.  I deem  the  necessity  so  great,  that  I 
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have  appointed  agents  to  piircliase,  and  they  are  now  engaged  in  pro- 
curing horses  for  the  battery  at  Donelson — Captain  Maney’s. 

If  my  views  on  the  subject  of  what  I deem  necessary  meet  your 
approbation,  I request  the  necessary  instructions  to  the  ordnance 
officer  at  Nashville  be  issued,  and  that  the  quartermaster  handing  you 
this  (Captain  Itoberts,  of  the  Fourteenth  Tennessee)  have  his  requisi- 
tion for  the  funds  necessary  to  carry  out  the  object  approved. 
Eespectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

LLOYD  TILGHMAN, 

Brigaclier- General^  C.  S.  Army,  Commanding^  &c. 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green^  November  29,  1861. 

Maj.  J.  F.  Gilmer, 

Chief  Engineer,  Nashville: 

General  Johnston  directs  you  to  select  a suitable  point  in  the 
vicinity  of  Nashville  for  the  assembling  of  the  militia  and  volunteer 
force  now  arriving.  He  wishes  it  to  be  chosen  in  reference  to  the 
defense  of  the  city,  so  that,  should  the  army  fall  back  from  this  point, 
the  militia  would  be  on  the  line  of  strength  and  at  a point  where  they 
would  resist  the  enemy  without  maneuvering. 

lam  further  instructed  to  say  that,  having  settled  the  point,  you  will 
notify  it  to  Governor  Harris,  who  will  then  be  requested  to  assemble 
these  forces  upon  it.  Any  strength  you  may  be  able  to  give  to  the 
position  by  field  works  should  be  done  at  once. 

Eespectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Caivip  Burnam,  November  30,  1861. 

Alex.  Casseday, 

Assistant  A djutant-  Genera  I : 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  pursuance  of  orders,  at  4 
p.  m.  28th  instant  I took  charge  of  my  squadron,  that  had  been  ordered 
to  proceed  to  Eoan’s,  on  Green  Eiver.  When  1 found  it,  under  com- 
mand of  Captain  Allen,  they  had  crossed  with  a portion  of  the  command 
and  gone  into  Butler  County  about  8 miles.  They  found  at  one  house 
a Lincoln  soldier,  who  was  sick ; took  possession  of  an  army  overcoat 
and  musket.  He  stated  Colonel  Hawkins  was  at  Calhoun,  Avith  two 
infantry  regiments  and  Colonel  Jackson’s  regiment  of  cavalry ; he  had 
also  two  skeleton  regiments  ) he  did  not  intend  to  move  until  they  were 
filled.  He  said  there  were  a great  many  cases  of  measles  in  camp;  that 
in  Edmonson  County,  at  a place  called  Blue  Euin,  there  was  a camp  of 
300  or  400  men.  Captain  Allen  did  not  arrest  this  man,  because  he  was 
so  unwell  that  he  feared  it  would  endanger  his  life. 

About  15  cattle  Avere  crossed  to  Eoan’s  that  night.  Late  that  eA^en- 
ing  I crossed  Green  Eiver,  with  about  80  men,  and  proceeded  into  the 
interior  of  Butler  County  about  12  miles : found  nearly  all  of  the  men 
absent  from  home;  women  said  they  had  gone  to  the  Army.  Found  at 
some  houses  20  women,  who  were  staying  together  Avhile  their  hus- 
bands were  absent.  Stopped  at  a house  where  there  was  a sick  Lin- 
coln soldier,  who  died  that  night.  No  men  being  in  the  neighborhood, 


CHAP.  XVIL]  COERESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE.  725 

his  wife  having  no  person  to  make  a cofQn  or  hiiry  him,  T detailed  some 
men,  who  made  a coffin. 

The  streams  were  rising  so  rapidly  that  my  command  liad  to  fall 
hack  to  Green  River.  Crossed  about  40  cattle,  which  I left  in  charge 
of  a sergeant  and  15  men,  who  will  be  in  on  1st  December.  Got  no 
hogs,  owing  to  the  high  stage  of  water  in  all  the  creeks.  Some  cattle 
which  had  been  brought  to  the  river  had  to  be  left,  owing  to  the  large 
quantity  of  drift  which  was  running  j could  not  be  forced  into  the 
water.  Arrived  in  camp  at  5 p.  m. 

Respectfully, 

JOHN  n.  MORGAN, 
Commanding  Scouting  Party . 


Brigade  Headquarters, 

Mill  Sjgrings^  November  30,  18G1. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Mackall, 

Bowling  Green^  Ky.: 

Sir:  I reached  this  point  on  the  Cumberland  River  last  evening. 
Recent  rains  have  much  swollen  the  river.  Colonel  Stanton,  who  was 
ordered  forward  from  Camp  McGinnis  on  the  20th,  with  his  and  Colonel 
Morroy’s  [Murray’s]  regiment  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  McClellan’s 
cavalry,  to  seize  the  ferry-boats  at  different  crossings,  failed  to  secure 
any  of  the  boats.  I am  now  jireparing  to  provide  the  means  of  cross- 
ing the  river.  The  lumber  and  the  saw -mill  here  Avill  materially  aid  in 
constructing  boats.  The  enemy’s  camp,  9 miles  above,  on  the  right 
bank,  appears  to  have  been  re-enforced,  but  to  what  extent  I have  not 
been  able  to  ascertain.  Our  pickets  sent-  uji  on  this  side  (opposite)  to- 
day were  fired  on.  Colonel  Stanton  reported  to  me  two  days  ago  that 
he  had  secured  two  ferr^^-boats,  but  it  appears  they  have  got  away. 
He  was  ordered  to  cross  the  river  to  endeavor  to  cut  off  800  of  the 
enemy,  then  at  Cam])  Goggin,  9 miles  above.  He  failed  to  cross 
for  want  of  boats.  So  soon  as  it  is  possible  I will  cross  the  river  in 
force. 

Yery  respectfully, 

F.  K.  ZOLLICOFFER, 

Brigadier-  General. 

P.  S. — The  written  report  just  received  from  the  pickets  fired  on  to- 
day up  the  river.  The  fire  Avas  returned.  The  enemy  employed  mus- 
ketry and  artillery — a 12  and  a G pounder.  One  of  our  men  wounded ; 
one  of  theirs  killed. 

Respectfully, 

F.  K.  ZOLLICOFFER, 

Brigadier- General, 


Exchange  Hotel, 
Richmond^  Fu.,  November  30,  18G1. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War^  Biclimondj  Fu.,  Present^  &c. : 

My  Dear  Sir  : The  object  of  the  interview  which  I sought  on  yes- 
terday, and  which  Avas  so  readily  accorded  to  me  by  the  President  and 
yourself,  in  reference  to  affairs  in  East  Tennessee,  AAais  to  imiAiess  your 
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minils  with  the  importance  of  dealing  justly  and  generously  with  the 
Union  element  of  that  section  as  the  best  means  of  securing  their 
affections  and  loyalty  to  this  Government.  The  causes  which  have 
induced  such  obstinate  adhesion  to  the  Federal  Government  on  the 
part  of  so  many  were  frankly  stated  in  our  conversation.  Until  they 
are  made  to  feel  that  they  will  be  recognized  as  citizens,  entitled  to  the 
same  consideration  and  protection  vouchsafed  to  those  entertaining 
opposite  views,  thej^  will  not  yield  a willing  allegiance  or  active  and 
ehicient  support  to  the  Confederate  Government.  Whilst  the  Govern- 
ment, therefore,  with  a steady  purpose,  intlicts  just  punishment  on 
actual  ofi'enders  by  due  course  of  law,  it  is  essential  that  the  Union 
men  should  be  made  to  feel  that  they,  in  common  with  the  adherents 
of  this  Government,  are  the  objects  of  solicitude  on  the  part  of  this 
Government,  and  that  they  will  be  protected  against  arrests  for  opin- 
ions merely,  and  against  lawless  exactions  and  unauthorized  impress- 
ment of  their  private  property  by  the  soldiery  stationed  among  them. 
This  can  be  most  successfully  done  by  placing  the  civil  and  military 
power  of  that  department  in  the  hands  of  discreet  men,  with  enlarged, 
liberal,  and  just  views,  who  are  capable  of  rising  above  the  iniluence 
and  demands  of  local  combinations  and  cliques,  with  instructions  to 
])roceed  at  once  and  discharge  such  prisoners  as  are  now  held  without 
vsufficient  cause  (for  in  my  opinion  there  are  quite  a number  of  this 
character),  and  to  redress  the  wrongs  of  citizens  whose  iiroiierty  has 
l>een  seized  or  iinjiropeiiy  taken  from  them  by  the  soldiery. 

This  i:)oiicy  will  tend  to  repress  violence  and  conciliate  favor.  By 
degrees  their  strong  and  deeply-seated  hostility  to  this  Government 
can  be  overcome.  Follovv^ed  by  proper  efforts,  they  can  be  induced  to 
volunteer  for  active  service,  and  so  strongly  committed  and  identified 
with  the  South  as  to  render  them  useful  and  effective  in  achieving  our 
independence  and  preventing  the  iiossibility  of  civil  war  in  the  event 
a Federal  force  should  be  able  to  force  its  way  into  East  Tennessee. 

If  there  is  no  good  reason  of  imblic  policy  to  the  contrary,  I would 
be  pleased  to  carry  back  a passport  for  Brownlow  to  leave  the  country, 
as  well  as  a copy  of  the  instructions  under  which  the  military  and  civil 
authorities  are  required  to  act,  because  it  is  believed  that  if  the  spirit 
of  the  Government,  as  manifested  by  its  executive  officer,  was  better 
understood  by  the  people  of  East  Tennessee,  it  would  exert  a salutary 
infiuence,  and  remove  some  of  the  apprehensions  which  are  now  driv- 
ing them  to  desi)eration  and  to  violence. 

It  is  my  purpose  to  leave  in  the  morning,  and  with  your  iiermission 
I will  call  at  2 o’clock  to  learn  your  i)leasure  in  the  i^remises. 

Besi)ectf Lilly,  &c., 

JNO.  BAXTEE. 


Headquarters, 
GreenevilUj  November  30,  18G1. 


Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Two  insurgents  have  to-day  been 
guilty,  and  hanged. 


tried  for  bridge-burning,  found 

D.  LEADBETTEE, 
Colonel, 
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Headquarters  Western  Depariaient, 

Bowling  GreeUj  Ky.^  November  30,  18GI. 

Alaj.  A.  J.  Smith, 

Principal  Quartermaster : 

A large  armed  force  is  being  assembled  at  Corintb  and  Grenada, 
Miss.  Make  arrangements  for  furnisbing  supplies.  I cannot  state  tlie 
number.  You  must  api)omt  cai)able  agents  and  give  them  large  dis- 
cretion. 

Time  presses.  Act  at  once. 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  First  Division,  Western  Department,  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen. 
Leonidas  Folk,  C.  JS.  Army,  for  November,  1861.* 

[Ileadqnarters  at  Columbus,  Ky.j 
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AGGREGATE  PRESENT  FOR  DUTY. 


Infantry 16,  571 

Cavaliy ‘JTl 

Artillery 1,102 

Grand  aggregate 18,  647 


Abstract  from  return  of  Division  No.  1,  Western  Department,  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen. 
Leonidas  Folk,  C.  S.  Army,  for  November,  1861. 


Troops. 

Present  for  duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Infantry. 

Cavalry. 

Artillery. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Pillow’s  command 

545 

193 

90 

32 

132 

48 

48 

4 

8, 788 
2,  068 

1,  563 
713 

2,  230 
910 
816 

48 

53 

816 

10 

155 

12,416 

3,713 

1,  705 
984 

2,  362 
904 
864 

05 

Camp  l>oanrpga,rd  ... 

Duion  Citv' 

Fort  Pillow 

6 

145 

Memy)liis 

Trenton  

Fort  Henry 

Island  No.  10  

Totals 

1,098 

17,  742 

53 

816 

16 

300 

23, 073 

* The  returns  from  wliicli  this  and  the  following  abstract  was  made  seem  to  bo  of  Iho 
same  troops  and  for  the  same  period,  bnt  the  classification  dilfers,  and  there  Ls  a dis- 
crepancy of  1,378  between  the  two  aggregates  of  “present  for  duty.” 
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AGGKEGATE  PRESENT  FOR  DUTY. 


Infantry ; 18,840 

CJiivali'v 8(J9 

Aitilk'iy 31G 

Grand  aggregate 20,  025 


Ahif tract  from  return  of  Fourth  Division,  Western  Department,  Col.  John  S.  Bowen,  First 
Missouri  Infantry,  commaudiny,  on  Novemher  30,  1861. 

[Headquarters  Camp  Beauregard,  Ky.] 


Troops. 

Preset 

dul 

t 

© 

at  for 

ty. 

i 

Aggregate  present. 

P 

© 

® • 

© W 

5r  p 

"c  ^ 

0)  d 

fct 

First  Brignde: 

Otli  Arkjiiiana  

35 

483 

Gll 

8‘’2 

Koutiickv  nattalion 

12 

2C7 

324 

3.51 

22(1  Alississijjpi 

38 

597 

795 

873 

AVatsoii  battery 

5 

94 

111 

124 

WiUiaius’  battery 

2 

43 

49 

57 

T«)tal 

92 

1,484 

1,890 

2,  227 

Second  Brigade: 

loth  Arkansas  

35 

348 

649 

695 

1st  Mississippi  Valley 

32 

563 

742 

787 

1st  Mi.ssouri  

27 

531 

CG3 

739 

Hudson's  battery 

5 

75 

105 

109 

Cavalry  battalion 

9 

ICO 

211 

237 

Total 

108 

J,C77 

2,370 

2,  507 

Grand  total 

2m 

3,  icF 

4,  2G0 

~ 4,  794 

Fort  Pillow,  December  1,  ISGl. 

Major-General  Polk  : 

Sir  : 111  obedience  to  order  of  Colonel  De  Pussy,  received  by  tele- 
gram yesterday,  I iioav  report  to  you  conditions  of  tilings  at  this  post: 

We  have  in  all  fifty-eight  o2-pounder  guns;  fifty-seven  of  tliem  are 
mounted  and  ready  for  use;  tbe  reinainiug  one  is  not  mounted,  for  want 
of  a suitable  carriage.  Four  of  these  guns  are  rifled  and  mounted  in 
battery  marked  A on  your  map,  in  place  of  the  red  guns  sent  to  Colum- 
bus. Two  guns  liaA^e  been  recently  sent  to  Memphis  to  be  rifled,  and 
will  be  mounted  in  same  battery. 

We  have  platforms  ready  for  sixteen  guns  and  room  for  eighteen 
more  platforms  not  yet  built. 

The  parapet  of  entire  back  line,  as  laid  off  on  your  map,  is  finished, 
except  a small  amount  of  work  on  a heaA^y  embankment  wliich  crosses 
the  Fulton  Poad  Valley.  I had  commenced  work  extending  the  north 
end  of  entrenched  line  from  the  top  of  the  hill  down  to  Cold  Creek,  but 
the  hands  were  taken  to  New  Madrid  and  did  but  little  work  on  it. 
The  remaining  work  to  be  done  is  about  one  mile  of  banquette,  a half 
mile  of  clearing  of  timber,  and  the  dressing  up  of  the  entire  north  or 
left  flank. 

Tlie  magazine  in  Battery  B is  finished ; the  work  on  the  others 
was  suspended  for  the  want  of  timber.  We  now  have  timber  sufliciimt 
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to  build  two,  wbicli  are  at  this  time  being  constructed  and  will  be  fiu- 
isbed  in  a few  days.  Two  more  will  be  required,  wliieb  will  be  built  as 
soon  as  the  timber  can  be  Iiad. 

The  pile-driving  lias  iirogressed  rather  slow,  for  reasons  out  of  my 
power  to  remedy.  (IMy  requisitions  receive  but  little  attention  at  Mem- 
]>his.)  I am  now  driving  in  the  river,  and  have  progressed  so  far  as  to 
t'eel  confident  of  success  in  my  plan  (which  was  condemned  by  many), 
but  confess  that  I am  anxiously  waiting  to  witness  the  effect  of  high 
water  upon  them.  I am  driving  them  inclined  upstream,  and  find  that 
the  drift,  as  it  lodges,  disaiJ^rears  under  the  water,  and  seems  to  remain 
at  the  bottom. 

If  the  piles  stand,  the  navigable  width  of  the  river  will  be  reduced  to 
about  600  yards,  and  I think  will  form  as  perfect  hull-inspectors  for  boats 
coming  down  as  do  the  Mississippi  sawyers  for  boats  going  up.  Now 
that  my  men,  who  were  all  novices  at  such  work,  have  got  the  hang  of 
it,  I shall  be  able  to  progress  very  well,  if  the  wind  will  ever  stop  blow- 
ing. We  have  but  42  negroes  here  now  and  I hear  of  no  more  coming. 
Colonel  Williamson  is  yet  absent. 

I believe,  sir,  I have  given  a correct  statement  of  affairs  here,  and 
feel  confident  that  I would  be  able  to  give  a more  flattering  one  after 
a second  visit  to  this  place  by  yourself. 

It  would  afford  me  much  i)leasure  to  be  engaged  mounting  a few 
32-imunder  ship  carronades  on  our  rear  line,  and  I understand  there  are 
iflenty  of  them  at  Norfolk. 

Most  respectfully,  &c., 

MONTGOI\IEEY  LYNCH, 

Captain^  Corps  Umjineers, 


Camp  at  Pound  Gap,  December  1,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  B.  Crittenden  : 

Sir  : Since  I dispatched  yesterday  your  courier  upon  his  return  the 
Fifty-sixth  Beginientof  Virginia  Volunteers,  under  Colonel  Stuart,  has 
been  reported  to  me  as  at  Abingdon,  on  its  Avay  to  join  my  command. 
It  is  said  to  be  600  strong. 

I learned  yesterday  that  the  enemy  occupies  Louisa  (45  miles  from 
Prestonburg),  with  a force  of  3,000  men,  and  had  signified  his  expecta- 
tion to  move  back  to  Piketon  whenever  I moved  in  that  direction.  As 
my  column  on  the  Louisa  Fork  of  Sandy  Piver  is  in  motion,  and  has 
been  for  some  days,  upon  Piketon,  I think  it  will  be  imprudent  to  send 
any  force  from  this  i)lace  to  Nashville,  and  I have  therefore  counter- 
manded the  order  for  the  regiment  of  Colonel  Williams  to  march  to 
Abiugdon. 

I shall  move  from  this  place  to-day  en  route  for  Prestonburg,  Ky.,  to 
which  iflace  my  orders  originally  directed  me,  to  protect  and  defend 
that  frontier.”  You  are  already  advised  by  me  that  the  force  i)resent 
on  the  frontier  consists  of^ — 


Williams’  regiment 800 

Trigg’s  regiment 5()0 

Mounted  battalion 400 

Jefii'ess’  battery 00 

1,820 

There  is  ordered  up  Moore’s  regiment  or  battalion,  estimated  at 400 

Stuart’s  regiment 000 

1,000 


Total 2,  820 
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111  addition  to  tliese  count  a battalion  of  men,  350  strong,  under 
Major  Tlioiiipson,  raised  for  special  service  of  defending  tlie  Pound  Ga]) 
or  points  in  Scott,  Lee,  and  Wise  Counties,  Virginia,  but  which  cannot 
be  moved  beyond  the  boundary  of  this  State,  and  we  shall  ha  ve  a force 
in  this  quarter  of  3,000  effective  meu,  which  at  present  constitutes  my 
whole  command. 

It  is  the  oi)inion  of  intelligent  officers  who  have  raised  the  companies 
belonging  to  Williams’  regiment  that  the  execution  of  an  order'to  them 
to  march  now  to  Nashville  would  bring  the  business  of  recruiting  in 
the  mountainous  parts  of  Kentucky  to  a full  stop,  and  do  great  injury 
to  our  cause.  This  opinion,  connected  with  the  fact  that  they  are  badly 
clothed — not  provided  with  socks  or  hats  or  warm  clothing — and  tha^t 
they  are  not  drilled  in  the  school  of  the  battalion,  and  that  the  officers 
are  countrymen,  who  have  not  studied  tactics  at  all  as  yet,  induced  me 
not  to  send  them  west  under  General  Johnston’s  request,  though  I at 
first  determined  to  do  so  and  to  leave  my  own  orders  unexecuted. 
Should  you  feel  that  the  exigency  demands  me  to  place  my  command 
in  risk  of  another  retreat  before  superior  numbers,  I leave  to  your  dis- 
cretion the  disposition  of  Stuart’s  regiment,  Pifty-sixth  Virginia,  in  the 
direction  of  General  Johnston’s  call,  and  have  ordered  that  officer  for- 
ward, “unless  he  receives  other  orders  at  once  from  Major-General 
Crittenden  at  Knoxville.” 

It  is  impossible  to  occupy  this  camp  any  longer.  Forage  cannot  be 
procured  for  horses  and  the  country  is  absolutely  “stripped  to  its  ruin  ” 
of  all  provisions.  We  are  relying  for  flour  and  meal  on  hauling  55  miles 
through  the  deepest  and  worse  sort  of  roads,  and  corn  is  not  to  be  had 
for  the  horses  engaged  in  transportation. 

My  main  object  in  passing  the  mountains  is,  first,  to  obtain  food  and 
forage,  which  I learn  may  be  had  in  Kentucky  within  a line  drawn 
from  Ih)und  Gap  to  Prestonburg  ; second,  to  inspirit  our  friends  in  Ken- 
tucky, by  resuming  the  position  first  occupied  by  the  Kentucky  South- 
ern-rights men  who  fled  from  the  interior  of  the  State  and  from  the  un- 
hallowed persecutions  of  the  Federal  power  and  its  Kentmjky  allies. 

In  the  effectuation  of  these  objects  my  opinion  is  that  there  is  not  a 
man  to  be  spared,  Stuart’s  regiment  included,  without  risking  the 
ruin  of  the  Avhole  command;  still  I defer  to  yon  upon  this  state  of  facts 
whether  the  regiment  of  Fifty-sixth  Virginia  (Stuart)  shall  be  moved 
to  respond  to  General  Johnston’s  call.  It  occurs  to  me  that  a tele- 
graphic dispatch  might  enlighten  you  upon  the  point  as  to  whether 
the  exigency  will  continue  to  demand  that  force,  and  whether  only  one 
regiment  of  GOO  would  be  #*  such  importance  to  General  Johnston  as 
to  compensate  for  the  extreme  risk  to  be  incurred  by  its  loss  in  this 
quarter. 

I am  much  in  need  of  another  battery,  and  I learn  there  are  six  guns 
at  Abingdon,  but  no  horses  or  men.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  move 
and  equip  that  battery  and  let  me  have  it?  I should  be  greatly 
obliged  for  it,  and  if  i make  any  movement  towards  the  mouth  of 
Sandy,  on  the  frontier  under  my  charge,  shall  find  such  addition  to  my 
artillery  indispensable. 

I am,  truly,  &c., 


H.  MAKSHALL,  ‘ 
Brigadier-  Gen  eral. 
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Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Western  Department, 

Columbus^  Ky.y  December  2,  18G1. 
Major-General  Polk,  Columbus^  Ky.: 

General:  Occupying  temporarily  the  command  of  yonr  division, 
which  yon  can  resume  at  pleasure,  I feel  it  my  duty  in  all  tilings  relat- 
ing to  important  movements  of  the  command  to  take  no  action  with 
out  consulting  your  judgment.  In  this  view  of  my  position  and  of  the 
courtesy  due  to  yours,  I have  deferred  to  your  wishes  in  regard  to  an 
advance  upon  the  enemy’s  position.  If  attacked  now  and  his  unarmed 
gunboats  captured  or  destroyed,  we  can  conceive  of  no  movement  so 
important,  no  victory  so  pregnant  with  great  results  to  the  cause  of 
the  Confederate  Government,  as  that  and  the  caiiture  of  Cairo.  With 
Commodore  Hollins’  fleet  of  gunboats  and  our  land  forces  acting 
together  and  making  simultaneous  attacks  by  water  and  land  we  can 
take  Bird’s  Point  and  Fort  Holt  and  capture  or  destroy  his  unarmed 
gunboats,  and  probably  Cairo.  If  we  stand  still  and  await  the  ample 
preparations  he  is  making  and  allow  him  to  assail  us  with  shells  from 
fifty  gun  and  mortar  boats,  and  to  throw  around  our  iiosition  an  army 
of  50,000  or  75,000  men,  our  position  may  become  difficult  to  maintain. 
In  other  words,  in  my  judgment,  our  safety,  in  a great  measure, 
depends  upon  our  attacking  him  before  he  is  armed  for  the  conflict  or 
ready  to  move  on  our  position.  My  convictions  of  duty  in  this  impor- 
tant matter  induces  a distinct  avowal  of  the  determination,  if  left  to  the 
exercise  of  my  own  judgment,  to  make  an  early  advance  on  the  enemy’s 
position.  Time  is  now  of  the  highest  imiiortancej  even  a delay  of  five 
days  might  hazard  the  success  of  the  enterjirise.  Saint  Louis  papers 
inform  us  that  four  of  his  unarmed  gunboats,  seventy-two  rifled  can- 
non, and  3,000  loaded  shell  have  arrived  at  Cairo.  These  as  yet  are 
unarmed,  and  three  other  gunboats  at  Mound  City  are  afloat,  but 
unarmed.  Commodore  Hollins  is  confident  that  with  the  co-operation 
of  our  laud  forces,  attacking  his  batteries,  we  can  capture  and  destroy 
these  gunboats  and  batteries,  and  may  possibly  take  Cairo  itself.  A 
successful  attack  upon  these  gunboats  and  batteries  without  sui)])ort 
by  our  land  forces  is  simply  an  impossible  thing.  I ask  your  apxiroval 
of  the  movement. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GID.  J.  PILLOW, 
Brigadier-  General^  Command ing. 


Nashville,  Tenn.,  December  2,  18G1. 

Capt.  E.  D.  Blake, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  First  Div.,  West.  Dept,  Ky.: 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  special  orders  from  headquarters  Western  De- 
partment I have  assumed  command  of  the  defenses  of  the  Cumberland 
and  Tennessee  Fivers  on  the  line  of  Forts  Donelson  and  Henry  and  of 
the  country  immediately  adjacent  thereto.  You  will  jilease  say  to  the 
major-general  commanding  division  that  I have  made  a thorough 
examination  of  the  whole  line  and  will  report  as  soon  as  practicable 
on  the  subject.  I will  state  here,  however,  that  it  is  but  too  i)lain  that 
instant  and  powerful  steps  must  be  taken  to  strengthen  not  only  the 
two  forts  in  the  Avay  of  work,  but  the  armament  must  be  increased 
materially  in  number  of  jiieces  of  artillery  as  well  as  in  weight  of  metal. 
I have  communicated  with  General  Johnston  on  the  subject  and  learn 
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that  my  wishes  will  be  complied  with  on  that  point.  I shall  require  a 
stronger  infantry  force  also  on  these  points.  I will  communicate  in 
detail  so  soon  as  I return  to  my  headquarters,  which  for  the  present  I 
shall  make  at  Fort  Donelson. 

I would  be  glad  to  have  the  major-general  commanding  designate 
the  number  or  style  of  my  brigade,  so  that  my  orders  and  letters  may 
bear  some  relation  and  proper  designation, 
liespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LLOYD  TILGHMAN', 

Brigadier- General^  P.  A.  G.  ^.,  Commanding^  d'C. 


IlDQRS.  Second  Div.,  Central  Army  of  Kentucky,- 
Bowling  Green^  Ky.j  December  2,  18G1. 

Colonel  Biffle, 

Commandmg  Tennessee  Cavalry: 

Sir  : I am  directed  by  General  Buckner  to  give  you  the  following 
instructions: 

Yon  will  start  with  your  command  at  dawn  of  day  to-morrow  and 
proceed  in  the  direction  of  Glasgow.  The  object  of  your  expedition  is 
to  learn  dehnitely  whether  there  are  or  have  been  any  of  the  enemy’s 
troops  between  Glasgow  and  Scottsville,  or  between  Columbia  and 
Edmonton,  or  in  the  neighboring  country.  It  is  reported  that  the 
enemy  have  been  repairing  the  roads  between  the  above  places.  You 
Avill  be  ])articnlar  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  this  report.  You  will  be 
governed  by  the  information  yon  receive  on  your  route  as  to  the  best 
course  to  take  to  get  full  information  as  to  the  number,  locality,  and 
intentions  of  the  enemy.  Should  yon  be  able  to  send  a courier  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Bnrkesville  without  great  danger  of  his  being  cap- 
tured, a citizen  would  be  preferable.  Yon  will  send  full  reports  of  the 
information  yon  may  acquire  to  General  Zollicofier.  It  is  important 
that  he  should  be  fully  informed.  Yon  will  report  by  daily  courier  to 
these  headquarters  the  progress  and  condition  of  jmur  command  and 
the  information  yon  may  acquire.  This  daily  report  will  be  as  full  as 
possible. 

When  yon  shall  have  acquired  definite  and  reliable  information  on 
these  ])oints  yon  will  return  with  your  command  to  this  place.  Yon 
will  sj)are  no  pains  to  prevent  all  lawlessness  on  the  part  of  your  troops, 
remembering  that  we  can  never  win  Kentucky  to  our  cause  by  injuries 
to  her  ])eople. 

1 am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  B.  COSBY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Executive  Office, 
Jacltson,  Miss.,  December  2,  ISGl. 
General  A.  Sidney  Johnston,  BoiiTing  Green,  Ky. : 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  21st  ultimo  to  hand.  I am  now  sending  forward 
every  twelve-months’  troops  that  I can  arm  and  calling  for  troo]is  for 
less  time  with  arms  in  their  hands.  I think  I will  be  able  to  send  yon 
a considerable  force.  My  reason  for  calling  for  troops  for  less  time 
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than  twelve  months  is  that  I may  get  arms  that  I cannot  otherwise 
get. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN^  J.  PETTTJS. 


Headquarters  Western  Departiment, 

Bowling  Greeny  December  2,  ISGl. 

Hon.  A.  B.  Moore, 

Governor  of  Alabama : 

Sir  : I have  to  request  that  the  military  force  of  Horth  Alabama 
which  maybe  assembled  under  your  late  call  for  the  service  of  the 
Confederate  States  shall  be  ordered  as  follows  : The  portion  thereof 
which  may  come  from  the  counties  convenient  to  Florence  to  rendez- 
vous at  that  place,  where  they  will  be  mustered  into  service  by  com- 
panies, battalions,  or  regiments.  As  fast  as  they  can  be  organized, 
equi])i)ed,  and  mustered  in  they  will  be  transported  down  the  Tennes- 
see Biver  to  Fort  Henry,  Tenn. 

1 recommend  that  the  slave  laborers  shall  be  sent  forward  from  the 
same  points  with  the  troops  in  as  large  iiarties  as  can  be  provided  for 
on  tlieir  arrival  at  the  works  to  be  built.  The  appointment  of  General 
Sam.  D.  AVeakley,  aide-de-camp  to  General  Pillow,  as  mustering  officer, 
is  confirmed,  and  I will  order  him  to  muster  the  companies,  battalions, 
or  regiments  into  the  service  of  the  Confederacy  as  rapidly  as  they  are 
organized. 

All  the  forces  from  NTorth  Alabama  will  be  infantry,  the  companies 
to  be  comx)osed  of  not  less  than  1 captain,  1 first  lieutenant,  2 second 
lieutenants,  4 sergeants,  4 corporals,  2 musicians,  and  G4  privates.  The 
remaining  force  wdiich  may  not  be  sent  to  Florence  I request  you  to 
order  to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  where  they  will  be  mustered  into  the  Con- 
federate service  and  receive  orders  from  me. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient' servant, 

A.  S,  JOHNSTON, 
General^  C.  S.  Army, 


Morristown,  December  2,  18G1. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I must  inform  you  that  in  several  instances  the  military  authorities 
who  are  in  command  of  troops  and  volunteers  along  the  line  of  our  road 
have  taken  i^ossession  of  our  road  and  trains  and  forced  our  engines 
and  cars  out  of  the  face  of  regular  schedules.  This  I will  not  submit 
to.  I have  been  doing  all  any  man  can  do  to  promote  the  interests  of 
the  Government  and  favor  the  speedy  transportation  of  troops  and 
army  stores  along  our  line. 

If  this  course  is  persisted  in  by  the  military  authorities  any  more,  I 
shall  on  my  part  stop  all  of  our  engines  and  cars  immediately,  and  then 
if  the  Government  wishes  to  take  possession  of  our  road  and  control  it, 
I shall  not  object  in  any  wmy  whatever^  I think  it  is  my  duty  to  inform 
you  of  the  facts.  If  we  are  permitted  to  manage  and  control  our  road, 
1 think  1 can  do  so  better  than  any  other  parties.  Please  ansAver. 

JOHN  K.  BBANNEB, 
President  East  Tennessee  and  Yirginia  Bailroad, 
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Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Boivling  Green^  December  4,  18G1. 
Brigadier-General  Zollicoffer,  Commanding : 

General  : Your  dispatch  of  J^ovemher  27  lias  been  received  and 
read  by  the  general,  as  all  heretofore  received  from  yon,  with  great 
satisfaction.  Every  move  is  entirely  approved.  He  now  suggests  that 
the  most  essential  route  to  be  guarded  on  your  front  is  that  leading 
through  Somerset  and  Monticello,  as  in  his  ojiinion  more  practicable 
for  the  enemy  5 but  in  this  he  defers  to  your  better  knowledge  of  the 
country. 

He  has  directed  the  quartermaster  at  Yashville  to  send  such  stores 
as  you  require  by  steamer  to  Gaiuesborough  at  any  time  you  may  call 
on  him,  and  notify  to  him  your  occupation  of  that  point  and  such  other 
places  as  will  make  the  passage  secure. 

We  have  a battalion  of  cavalry  at  Glasgow  observing  the  country  to 
Columbia  and  to  the  right.  Our  information  as  to  the  enemy’s  force 
corresponds  Avith  your  OAvn — ^less,  if  anything. 

In  making  your  calls  on  the  quartermaster  and  commissary  at  I7ash- 
Aulle  let  your  quartermaster  sign  them  first  and  then  countersign  them 
yourself. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Western  Department, 

NTo.  127.  ] Boivling  Green  [/D/.,]  December  4, 1861. 

The  command  of  the  Central  Army  of  Kentucky  is  devolved  upon 
Major-General  Hardee.  The  district  of  operations  of  this  army  will 
embrace  all  that  portion  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  lying  north  of  the 
Cumberland  Itiver  and  all  that  portion  of  Kentucky  lying  west  of  a 
line  drawn  due  north  from  the  point  where  the  Cumberland  ItiAW  en- 
ters Tennessee  on  the  east  and  north  of  the  Cumberland  Elver.  Ofiicers 
in  command  at  any  points  in  the  district  Avill  report  direct  to  General 
Johnston  any  sudden  movement  of  the  enemy,  but  all  other  business 
Avill  be  submitted  to  the  major-general  alone. 

The  major-general  will  appoint  a competent  person  to  examine  and 
decide  on  the  giving  of  passports,  and  to  examine  and  report  to  him 
n])on  all  persons  ajAprehended  on  suspicion  of  aiding  and  assisting  the 
enemy,  under  special  instructions.  He  will  prescribe  the  appropriate 
duties  of  the  provost-marshal  and  require  their  performance. 

By  command  of  General  Johnston  : 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


C.  S.  Engineer  Office, 
Xasliville^  Tenn.j  December  4,  1861. 

Lieut.  Joseph  Dixon, 

C.  8.  Army^  Fort  Henry ^ Tennessee  Biver : 

Sir  : Your  letter  of  the  1st  instant  has  been  received,*  and  I hasten 
to  inform  you  that  I will  procure  the  picks,  shoA^els,  spades,  axes,  bars, 
&c.,  you  need  for  the  intrenchments,  if  it  be  possible  to  do  so  j also  the 


Not  found. 
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wheelbarrows,  and  have  them  forwarded  to  you  at  Fort  Henry.  I 
would  much  like  to  be  able  to  meet  you  at  Fort  Henry  and  aid  you  in 
the  location  of  the  work  or  works  for  the  high  grounds  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  but  it  is  out  of  the  question  for  me  to  go  to  the  Tennes- 
see now.  Y oil  will  please  to  exercise  your  best  judgment  in' the  location , 
bearing  in  mind  that  the  object  is  to  i^revent  our  enemy  from  occupy- 
ing ground  dangerous  to  Fort  Henry.  Of  course  no  guns  designed  for 
fire  upon  the  river  will  be  jdaced  so  high.  Field  guns  Avill  probably  be 
sufficient  for  the  armament,  with  proper  provision  for  using  the  musket 
and  rille. 

I much  regret  the  interference  of  General  Tilghman  with  the  work 
trusted  to  IMr.  Glenn.  As  he  has  been  instructed  not  to  interfere  fur- 
ther with  our  operations,  I will  expect  the  agents  I employ  to  execute 
my  orders  henceforth.  I instructed  Mr.  Glenn  to  xilace  the  obstruc- 
tions in  the  river  at  a distance  of  about  1,000  to  1,200  yards  from  the 
guns  at  Fort  Donelson.  I do  not  wish  them  farther  away,  else  the 
command  of  them  may  not  be  perfect. 

It  has  been  decided  to  send  the  guns — the  32-pounders — at  Clarks- 
ville to  Donelson  and  Henry,  two  to  each  work.  We  hope  to  get  other 
guns  for  each  idace  at  an  early  day.  Please  urge  the  mounting  of  the 
guns  for  commanding  the  river  and  have  them  in  jilace  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

I think  the  intrenchments  for  defense  against  a land  attack  impor- 
tant. It  may  be  well  to  put  a small  redoubt  for  infantry  fires  on  the 
high  point  just  below  Donelson  across  the  creek,  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  occiijiying  it. 

Charge  Mr.  Glenn  to  get  large  and  heavy  anchors  for  the  trees  he  is 
placing  in  'the  river;  I mean  heavy  stones  or  other  convenient  weights. 
Also,  not  to  quit  the  work  until  it  is  most  thoroughly  done,  if  a month 
more  be  required.  Do  not  let  his  operations  be  interfered  with  by  call- 
ing oftthe  steamboat  for  any  other  xiuiq^ose. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 

Major j and  Chief  Engineer  Western  Eepartment, 


C.  S.  Engineer  Office, 
Nashville^  Deeember  4,  18G1. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  W.  Mackall, 

Adjutant- General^  Bowling  Green^  My.: 

Sir  : Under  General  Johnston’s  instructions  of  the  29th  ultimo,  I have 
selected  grounds  in  the  city  of  Nashville  for  the  assembling  of  a i)art 
of  the  volunteers  and  militia  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  now  organizing. 
In  my  search  for  suitable  grounds,  reference  being  had  to  such  a line 
as  we  can  man  a force  to  defend  north  of  Edgefield,  no  one  point  suffi- 
cient in  extent  for  encamping  a large  number  of  troops  has  been  found. 
Hence  several  positions,  with  ready  communications  between,  have  been 
chosen,  each  furnishing  space  for  two  or  three  regiments.  The  first 
one  selected  is  nearly  due  east  from  the  center  of  the  town  of  Edge- 
field  and  about  3 miles  by  a good  road  from  the  Chain  Bridge  over  the 
Cumberland  River.  Near  by  is  a good  spring  of  w'ater.  The  second 
camp  iiroposed  is  on  the  Gallatin  turnpike,  just  before  reaching  the  first 
toll-gate,  distant  from  the  Chain  Bridge  about  2 miles.  Water  supplied 
by  a brook  close  at  hand.  A third  position  is  on  the  White  Creek  road, 
where  it  ascends  from  the  valley  of  the  Cumberland  River.  Water  fur- 
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iiislied  by  a creek  near  at  band  or  by  the  river.  . The  coinmn ideation 
from  the  city  of  Xashville  to  each  point  selected  is  by  a turnpike  road. 
It  will  be  necessary  for  the  Quartermaster’s  Department  to  purchase 
wood  for  encampments  situated  so  near  this  city.  To  place  the  troops 
larther  from  Nashville  will  put  them  in  advance  of  a line  having  limits 
that  the  probable  available  forces  can  defend. 

The  Adjutant-General  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  informs  me  that  there 
is  a favorable  position  in  Maui\y  County,  directly  on  the  Tennessee  and 
Alabama  Eailroad,  3G  miles  from  Nashville.  A]i  accommodation  train 
passes  twice  each  day — once  in  the  morning  and  once  in  the  evening  ; 
a through  train  and  freight  train  daily;  that  there  is  a telegraph  office  at 
the  town  of  Columbia,  which  is  10  miles  by  railroad  and  (>  miles  by  turn- 
i:)ilve  from  the  point;  that  there  is  a large  open  ground  for  drill;  that  the 
country  around  can  furnish  a large  quantity  of  commissary  sn])plies  and 
other  supplies  for  the  troops  that  might  be  placed  there;  and  that  there 
is  wood  in  ])roximity  from  which  the  camps  can  supxdy  themselves.  It 
is  suggested  by  tlie  Adjutant-General  that  the  troops  from  the  counties 
of  Maury,  Hickman,  Lewis,  Marshall,  and  AVilliamson,  amounting  to 
about  twenty  infantry  companies  and  live  cavalry  companies,  might  be 
assembled  at  the  point  referred  to  with  great  economy  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  still  be  at  once  ready  for  active  service  at  Nashville  or  other 
point  north  of  Nashville.  The  inconvenience  and  increased  expense  of 
assembling  and  encamping  a very  large  force  in  the  vicinity  of  this  city 
induces  me  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  establishing  the  cami)  in  Maury 
County  for  the  organization  and  instruction  of  the  troops  above  named. 
These  troops  will  be  more  easily  controlled  than  they  would  be  near  a 
city  as  large  as  Nashville  or  even  Edgefield. 

I am  informed  by  the  Adjutant- General  of  the  State  that  a part  of  the 
new  troops  have  been  sent  already  to  Camp  Trousdale.  I have  reported 
to  Governor  Harris  the  position  of  the  camps  in  this  vicinity,  chosen 
with  reference  to  the  line  of  defense,  which  may  be  occupied  in  some 
strength  by  such  force  as  may  be  available.  For  long-continued  occu- 
pation the  grounds  within  the  line  thus  limited  do  not  furnish  suit- 
able spaces  unoccupied  by  house  or  private  inclosure  for  encamping  a 
very  large  force — say  not  more  than  six  to  eight  regiments.  For  health, 
comfort,  and  economy,  therefore,  it  may  be  desirable  to  encamx)  all  others 
at  i)oints  more  distant. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 

Major ^ and  Chief  Engineer  Wester^i  Department, 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  First  Diy.,  West.  Department, 

No.  21.  I Columbus^  Ky.^  December  4,  1861. 

The  undersigned  hereby  resumes  command  of  the  First  Division, 
Western  Department. 

L.  POLK, 

Major-  G eneral^  Com manding. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Western  Department, 

Columbus j Ky.j  December  4,  1861. 
General  L.  Tilghman,  Clarhsville : 

Sir:  In  order  that  the  Cumberland  Iron  Works  may  complete  con- 
tracts now  on  hand  with  parties  working  for  the  Confederate  Govern- 
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ment  and  continue  in  efficient  operation  (tliese  works  being  the  only 
ones  that  can  now  supply  tlie  requisite  material  for  the  manufacture  of 
small -arms  and  other  munitions  of  war),  it  is  absolutely  indispensable 
that  all  the  operatives  (and  wood-choppers),  white  and  black,  whose 
names  will  be  furnished  you  by  the  proprietors,  should  be  exempt  from 
all  military  or  militia  duty.  You  will  therefore  issue  such  orders  as 
will  give  effect  to  this  requisite  exemption. 

As  it  is  desirable  that  as  large  a force  may  be  collected  as  is  necessary 
for  the  rapid  completion  of  the  works  now  in  progress  and  projected,  it 
is  suggested  that  you  extend  the  limits  of  the  district  from  which  tlie 
laborers  are  to  be  obtained,  in  order  that  the  demand  may  not  operate 
too  severely  upon  the  smaller  number  that  will  otherwise  be  required 
to  furnish  this  working  force. 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

L.  POLK, 

Major- General^  Commanding, 


Abstract  from  a report,  Decembei'  4,  1861,  of  the  First  Division,  Central  Army  of  Kentucky 
commanded  by  Major-General  Hardee,  at  Boivling  Green. 


Troops. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Total  present. 

Aggregate  present. 

Total  present  and  ab- 
sent. 

Aggregate  present  and 

absent. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Division  staff 

8 

8 

8 

1st  (Hindman’s)  Brigade 

119 

1, 386 

1,  827 

1,969 

2, 247 

2, 404 

2d  (Cleburne’s)  Brigade 

111 

1,088 

2,  051 

2,187 

2,  853 

3,  031 

3d  (Shaver’s)  Brigade 

140 

1, 424 

2,  363 

2,  548 

3,  378 

3,  591 

Adams’  cavalry  regiment 

29 

400 

614 

650 

736 

778 

Shoup’s  artillery  battalion 

8 

145 

197 

206 

211 

227 

Total 

407 

4, 451 

7,  052 

7,  568 

9, 425 

10,  039 

General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Central  Army  of  Kentucky, 

Ko.  1.  ) Bowling  Green^  Ky.,  December  5,  1861. 

In  obedience  to  Special  Orders,  Ko.  127,  dated  Headquarters  Western 
Department,  Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  December  4,  1861,  the  undersigned 
hereb^^  assumes  command  of  the  Central  Army  of  Kentucky.  The 
district  of  operation  of  this  army  will  embrace  all  that  iiortion  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee  lying  north  of  the  Cumberland  Kiver  and  all  that 
portion  of  Kentuckj^  north  of  the  Cumberland  Kiver  lying  west  of  a 
line  drawn  due  north  from  the  point  where  the  Cumberland  Kiver 
enters  the  State  of  Tennessee  on  the  east.  Officers  in  command  at  any 
point  of  this  district  will  make  full  returns  of  their  commands  to  these 
headquarters  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  order. 

The  following  staff  is  announced,  viz : Lieut.  D.  G.  White,  acting 
assistant  adjutant- general ; Maj.  John  Poire,  chief  quartermaster ; Capt. 
W.  E.  Moore,  chief  commissary  j Maj.  F.  A.  Shoup,  chief  of  artillery ; 
Captain  Chambliss,  chief  of  ordnance  j Col.  St.  John  K.  Liddell,  volun- 
teer aide,  and  Col.  Hardin  Perkins,  volunteer  aide. 

W.  J.  HAKDEE, 

Major-General. 
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Secretary  of  War: 


Knoxville,  December  5,  18G1. 


I learn  that  there  are  1,250  rifles  at  Columbus  not  in  use.  Can  I not 
get  them  ? I have  here  1,700  men,  only  400  armed.  Will  report  fully 
to-night. 

WM.  H.  CAEEOLL, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 


Eichmond,  Decemher  5,  1861. 

General  W.  H.  Carroll,  Knoxville: 

The  rifles  at  Columbus  are  at  the  disposal  of  General  A.  S.  Johnston. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIK, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Knoxville,  Beeemher  5,  1861. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War: 

The  following  dispatch  received  this  morning,  dated  from  Bird’s  Point : 

Captain  Cocke  just  in  with  two  T)ridge-hnrners  and  other  prisoners.  Have  no  news 
from  Colonel  Leadbcttcr.  Colonel  Powell  reports  hy  special  messenger  that  he  has 
seen  no  gathering.  Will  hold  his  position.  Will  throw  my  forces  over  the  river  in  the 
morning  and  report. 

Dispatch  from  Morristown  says  courier  in  from  Monsarrat.  Cannon- 
ading and  musketry  at  8 o’clock.  Tories  have  made  a stand. 

WM.  H.  CAEEOLL, 
Brigadier- General^  G,  8,  Army, 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green^  Beoemher  6,  1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  Leonidas  Polk, 

Commanding  First  Division^  Columbus^  Ky.: 

General  Johnston  has  provided  the  means  for  commencing  the  build- 
ing of  the  gunboat  on  the  Tennessee.  As  you  have  been  authorized  by 
the  War  Department  to  build  this  boat,  he  desires  you  will  make  requi- 
sition in  time  for  the  additional  funds  and  the  liquidation  of  the  ex- 
I>enditure  he  has  made. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Fourth  Division, 

Camp  Beauregard,  Ky.,  December  6,  1861. 

Capt.  E.  D.  Blake, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Columbus: 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  citizens  of  Calloway  County 
have  made  application  to  me  to  establish  a command  at  Wadesborough 
or  Murray,  saying  that  they  have  ample  surplus  of  provisions,  especially 
pork,  and  quantities  of  forage,  to  sustain  a command,  and  will  sell  cheap 
to  the  Confederacy — corn,  25  cents  per  bushel ; wheat,  60  cents,  &c. 
There  is  a strong  position  immediately  east  of  Murray  (a  mile,  say). 
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witli  plenty  of  running  water.  Sixteen  miles  north  and  east  of  Murray 
is  Eggner’s  Ferry,  a fine  position  on  the  Tennessee  Kiver.  No  force 
coming  up  the  Cumberland  can  cross  to  the  Tennessee  and  fall  in  rear 
of  EggneFs  without  building  their  road  through  a country  of  ravines,” 
^‘backbones,”  and  “lime-sinks,”  unless  they  go  up  as  high  as  Dover,  on 
the  Cumberland.  There  is  a good  road  from  Murray  to  Eggner’s  Ferry 
not  laid  down  on  Colton’s  map. 

By  reference  to  the  maps  it  will  be  seen  that  by  this  disposition  we 
will  cover  a great  deal  of  the  State  now  unprotected,  and  at  the  same 
time  have  a strong  line  of  defense  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Tennes- 
see, covering  successfully  the  left  of  the  other  division  of  the  army. 
Whether  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  General  Tilghman’s  command 
move  u])  to  Eggner’s  Ferry  and  a brigade  stationed  at  Murray  must  of 
course  depend  upon  the  disposable  force.  My  position  cannot  be  aban- 
doned without  opening  the  border  of  Weakley  County,  Tennessee,  to 
Federal  raids,  even  if  it  does  not  weaken  Columbus  by  having  the  right 
and  rear  opened.  I have  passed  through  portions  of  the  countr3^  alluded 
to  and  have  endeavored  to  ascertain  correctly  all  facts  bearing  upon 
the  question  of  its  occupation. 

Yeiy  respectfully^, 

JNO.  S.  BOWEN, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Fourth  Division, 

P.  S. — I have  the  honor  to  herewith  inclose  an  extract  from  a Cin- 
cinnati paper  of  the  3d.* 


C.  S.  Engineer  Office, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  December  6,  1861. 
Hugh  McKrew,  Esq.,  Nashville,  Tenn,: 

Sir  : I would  impress  on  y’ou  the  urgent  necessity  of  procuring  imme- 
diately laborers  for  constructing  defenses  in  the  vicinity  of  Nashville. 
As  yet  there  have  been  but  7 reported  for  duty  on  Cockrill’s  Hill,  and 
we  need  at  least  300,  as  with  less  than  that  number  the  work  cannot  go 
on  with  that  expedition  desired  and  expected.  I would  therefore  direct 
that  3’ou  use  every  exertion,  ymu  having  been  authorized  and  appointed 
by  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  to  procure  forthwith  all  the  laboring 
force  possible  to  report  at  Cockrill’s  Hill  Monday  morning,  December 
9,  1861,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable.  You  will  also  direct  that 
laborers  living  at  great  distances  from  the  works  (Cockrill’s  Hill)  bring 
with  them  bed-clothing,  eating  and  cooking  utensils.  You  will  direct 
those  living  near  (Cockrill’s  Hill),  whose  masters  and  owners  prefer 
their  returning  home  at  night,  to  bring  their  dinners,  until  preparations 
can  be  made  for  tlieir  eating  at  or  near  the  work.  We  will  want  all 
and  every^  laborer  that  can  be  had. 

Y'our  obedient  servant, 

G.  O.  WATTS, 

A cting  Assistant  Engineer, 


Brigade  Headquarters, 

Eophinsville,  December  6,  1861. 
D.  Y.  WooLEY,  Esq.,  Bowling  Green: 

Dear  Sir:  I left  Lexington  some  ten  days  since  and  am  now  en 
route  to  New  Orleans.  I left  Louisville  the  night  of  the  28th  ultimo. 


Not  found. 
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Previous  to  taking  my  departure  I was  called  on  by  a gentleman,  wliom 
I know  to  be  truthful,  who  requested  me  to  inform  General  Buckner 
that  there  were  already  at  that  time  80,000  Union  troops  in  Kentucky; 
that  Kosecrans,  Schenck,  and  Benham  (I  think  that  is  the  name)  were 
then  on  the  line  of  march  to  Kentucky;  that  it  was  the  aim  of  the 
Union  generals  to  unite  against  and  attack  General  Buckner  at  Bowl- 
ing Green  with  a force  of  120,000  troops ; that  on  the  25th  ultimo  it 
was  decided  to  make  the  attack  as  soon  as  the  Green  Kiver  Bridge  was 
done.  The  gentleman  who  gave  me  this  information  stated  that. I 
might  give  his  name  to  General  Buckner.  His  name  is  John  Caper- 
ton.  He  lives  in  Louisville,  and  certainly  has  a fine  opportunity  of 
hearing  what  is  going  on  on  the  Union  side,  as  he  is  a son-in-law  to 
Mr..  Guthrie. 

If  my  opinion  was  asked,  I would  say  that  I didn’t  believe  the  Union 
army  in  Kentucky  was  or  could  be  so  large.  I will  not,  however, 
venture  my  opinion  against  Major  Caperton’s,  his  advantages  for  in- 
formation being  much  better  than  mine.  I am  now  in  General  Clark’s 
room.  He  says  that  there  will  be  no  such  force  brought  into  Ken- 
tucky. I do  trust  that  the  commanding  general  at  Bowling  Green 
will  be  prepared  against  any  number. 

It  was  believed  by  many  in  Louisville  that  there  would  be  a simul- 
taneous attack  on  the  Potomac  and  at  Bowling  Green.  The  reasons 
given  were  that  it  would  prevent  the  withdrawing  of  troops  from  one 
post  to  the  other. 

I am  late  in  getting  this  letter  to  you,  but  to  prevent  capture  I ran 
a blockade,  which  was  long  and  tedious. 

I desire  you  to  state  these  facts  to  General  Buckner,  as  I was 
requested  to  communicate  them  to  him  as  early  as  possible.* 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  WELLS. 

[Indorsement.] 

Eespectfully  forwarded  to  General  Johnston.  Mr.  Wells,  a very 
intelligent  gentleman,  is  now  in  Bowling  Green. 

S.  B.  BUCKKEE, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Knoxville,  December  6,  1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War : 

W.  G.  Brownlow  arrested  to-day  for  treason  by  a warrant  issued  by 
'the  Confederate  States  commissioner  and  drawn  up  by  myself.  Will 
write  you  the  facts  in  full  that  prompted  his  arrest  in  a day  or  two. 
Hope  you  will  postpone  your  decision  until  you  hear  them. 

J.  C.  EAMSAY. 


Knoxville,  December  6,  1861. 

Adjutant-General  C.  S.  Army: 

Will  you  please  send  me,  without  delay,  the  ten  regiments  promised 
by  the  President  whilst  I was  in  Eichmond,  and  I will  move  into  Ken- 
tucky at  once  ? 

G.  B.  CEITTEKDEK, 

Major-.General,  Comdg.  Eastern  Division^  District  EentucTcy, 


Some  personal  details  omitted. 
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C.  S.  Engineer  Office, 
Nashville j Tenn.^  December  7,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  W.  Mackall, 

Adjutant- General^  Sdqrs.  West,  Dept^  Bowling  Green^  Ky.: 

Sir  : For  tlie  information  of  tLe  commanding  general  I have  to 
report  that  the  agents  employed  under  the  sanction  of  Governor  Har- 
ris to  engage  the  services  of  negroes  from  their  masters  to  work  on  the 
intrenchments  for  defending  the  city  of  Nashville  against  land  ap- 
proach have  failed  to  procure  a force  at  all  adequate  to  the  magnitude 
of  the  work  contemplated.  In  fact,  the  number  of  hands  is  insignifi- 
cant, and  the  agents  rej^ort  that  it  wiU  be  impracticable  to  procure 
them  at  this  time,  as  the  negroes  in  the  vicinity  of  this  city  are  hired 
out  until  the  end  of  this  year  and  not  now  under  the  control  of  their 
masters.  It  is  not  probable,  therefore,  that  any  material  progress  can 
b,e  made  in  the  construction  of  the  proposed  defenses  during  the 
present  month  unless  other  labor  can  be  applied.  It  is  to  be  feared, 
too,  that  the  call  for  military  service  has  taken  so  large  a proportion 
of  the  laboring  classes  from  this  community  that  it  will  be  difficult,  if 
at  all  possible,  to  procure  white  laborers  at  any  price  that  will  be  rea- 
sonable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMEK, 

Major,  and  Chief  Engineer  Western  Department. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Western  Department, 

December  7,  1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Having  resumed  command  of  my  division  and  surveyed  the  field  of 
operations  immediately  before  me,  as  well  as  the  force  now  coming  to 
my  aid,  I find  I want  more  general  officers.  The  time  at  my  disposal 
is  short,  as  I have  good  reason  to  believe  the  enemy  will  make  his  con- 
templated attack  on  my  position  between  this  and  the  20th  or  30th 
current. 

I nominate  General  James  Trudeau,  of  the  Louisiana  Legion,  who  is 
now  with  me  in  command  of  part  of  his  force,  as  a brigadier-general. 
I have  several  regiments  from  Louisiana  here  and  am  expecting  more. 
They  are  entitled  to  a brigade  commander. 

I also  nominate  General  Frost,  of  the  Missouri  Army,  now  in  my  camp, 
for  the  office  of  brigadier-general.  General  Frost,  as  you  may  know,  is 
a graduate  of  West  Point,  and  served  for  near  ten  years  in  the  Army* 
in  various  arms.  He  is  a man  of  military  attainments,  and  would,  I 
have  reason  to  believe,  fill  the  office  named  with  ability.  He  was  to 
have  gone  to  General  Price,  but  General  Halleck  failed  to  comi)!}"  with 
the  engagements  made  by  the  general  with  General  Frdmont  to  send 
him  to  Price’s  army,  and  he  was  obliged  to  come  here.  His  services 
would  be  valuable  to  me  in  the  emergency  before  me. 

The  State  of  Arkansas  has  about  twelve  regiments  in  the  field,  many 
of  them  under  my  command,  and  is  without  a brigade  commander.  I 
nominate  Col.  E.  W.  Gantt  as  a suitable  person  for  that  office.  So  far 
as  I know,  he  has  more  military  capacity  than  any  other  of  those  who 
are  in  command  of  her  regiments. 

The  force  of  my  command  at  this  point  should  not  be  less  than  50,000, 
if  it  were  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government. 


742  OPEKATIONS  IN  KY.,  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  S.W.  VA.  [Chap.  XYIl. 

I am  satisfied  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  enemy  to  make  a desperate 
struggle  to  crush  the  force  concentrated  in  this  division.  It  is  this  force 
that  stands  directly  in  his  way  down  the  Mississippi.  If  he  is  foiled  in 
this,  he  will  he  foiled  in  one  of  the  most  cherished  of  his  purposes  and 
wishes.  I hope  the  Government  will  not  fail  to  see  this,  and  will  give 
us  both  troops  and  commanders  to  meet  the  emergency. 

I am  greatly  in  want  of  mortar  batteries.  I hear  there  is  one  of  fifteen 
mortars  at  Pensacola  that  may  be  spared  with  less  inconvenience  than 
we  can  spare  it  here.  Could  you  not  let  me  have  it  ? If  so,  it  should 
come  at  once. 

While  on  the  subject  of  the  condition  of  this  army,  may  I not  ask 
you  earnestly  to  see  that  my  requisition  for  funds  is  responded  to?  We 
are  in  great  want  of  money,  and  shall  be  more  so  as  the  force  now  con- 
centrating here  is  increased. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  POLK, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — I beg  leave  also  to  submit  the  name  of  Col.  S.  P.  Marks,  who 
you  know  personally,  and  whose  natural  capacity  and  military  experi- 
ence (he  was  in  service  in  Mexico),  as  well  as  gallant  conduct  in  the  late 
battle,  entitle  him  to  the  consideration  of  the  Government  and  would 
make  him  an  efficient  commander.  He  is  now  in  command  of  a brigade. 


Hon.  Secretary  of  War: 


Knoxville,  Deeemher  7,  1801. 


Captain  Monsarrat  has  dispersed  the  tories  in  Cocke  County  and 
captured  30  of  the  ringleaders. 


WM.  H.  CAEEOLL, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Deeember  7,  1861. 

Hon.  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States  of  Ameriea : 

Sir  : I heartily  concur  in  what  is  said  in  the  accompanying  letter  by 
Dr.  Eamsey  and  Mr.  Tibbs,  the  member-elect  to  the  permanent  Congress 
from  the  third  district  of  Tennessee.  In  addition  to  what  is  therein 
stated,  I must  be  permitted  to  exiiress  my  utter  surprise  at  the  fact  that 
the  Secretary  of  War  should  have  ordered  that  Brownlow  be  permitted 
to  leave  East  Tennessee  and  indentify  himself  more  effectually  with 
the  forces  of  Lincoln  in  Kentucky.  This  surprise  results  more  from  the 
fact  that  but  a day  or  two  since  I was  in  Eichmond  and  had  a full  and 
frank  conversation  with  Mr.  Benjamin  in  reference  to  the  state  of  affairs 
in  East  Tennessee,  and  he  did  in  no  manner  allude  to  the  i)ropriety  of 
granting  such  a passport  to  Brownlow. 

I have  but  recently  been  elected  to  the  permanent  Congress  from  this 
(second)  Congressional  district  (as  Mr.  Tibbs  has  been  from  the  third), 
and  upon  my  return  from  Eichmond  I found  the  citizens  and  soldiers 
almost  unanimously  indignant  at  this  order  in  Brownlow^s  behalf,  and 
to  my  utter  astonishment  the  report  prevailed  that  I while  at  Eich- 
mond had  secured  such  an  order. 
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My  competitor,  Mr.  Baxter,  who  received  not  500  votes  in  the  dis- 
trict, was  at  Eichmond  while  I was  myself  there,  and  it  may  be  that 
his  couusels  prevailed  in  the  matter,  and  the  order  for  Brownlow’s 
jjassport  was  induced  by  his  arguments  or  persuasions.  I certainly 
advised  no  such  policy. 

A word  or  two  more.  In  one  county  of  East  Tennessee  (Scott)  the 
Stars  and  Strii)es  have  been  hoisted  within  a few  days  past.  Our  few 
friends  there  have  been  seized  and  taken  into  Kentucky  by  emissaries 
from  the  Lincoln  camps,  and  these  emissaries  were  guided  and  directed 
by  a man  who  was  recently  discharged  at  NTashville  by  Mr.  Benjamin’s 
order,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Baxter  and  others,  whose  co-operation  he 
was  influential  enough  to  secure.  Will  we  never  be  done  with  such 
policy*? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  G.  SWAK. 


[Inclosure.] 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  December  7,  1861. 

Hon.  Jefferson  Davis, 

Fresident  Confederate  States  of  America : 

Sir  : The  Confederate  civil  authorities  here  had  Mr.  Brownlow  ar- 
rested last  evening  under  a charge  of  treason.  He  is  now  in  jail.  It 
is  understood  that  parties  in  this  place  are  taking,  or  perhaps  have 
already  taken,  measures  to  apply  for  executive  clemency  in  his  behalf, 
and  turn  him  at  large  or  transfer  him  under  a military  escort  to  the 
enemy’s  lines  in  Kentucky. 

To  this  course  we  enter  our  most  respectful  but  decided  protest  and 
remonstrance. 

During  the  whole  summer  and  fall  the  civil  and  military  power  of 
your  Government  has  arrested,  tried,  convicted,  and  punished  (in  some 
cases  capitally,  in  others  with  more  leniency)  the  poor  and  insignifi- 
cant dupes  of  Brownlow’s  treasonable  teachings  and  example.  A car 
load  of  these  ignorant  tories  were  sent  this  morning  to  Tuscaloosa,  Ala. ; 
and  now  the  proposition  to  release  the  prime  mover  and  instigator  of 
all  this  rebellion  against  the  South  and  Tennessee  and  send  him  an 
authorized  emissary  to  the  headquarters  of  the  enemy,  dignified  with 
an  escort  of  our  Tennessee  soldiery,  has  startled  this  community,  em- 
bracing in  the  number  citizens  and  most  of  the  army  here.  The  feel- 
ing of  indignation  at  the  bare  effort  for  his  release  is  much  intensified 
by  the  fact,  which,  as  it  may  not  be  fully  known  at  Eichmond,  we  take 
leave  to  bring  to  your  attention,  viz,  that  the  prisoner,  shortly  before 
the  burning  of  our  railroad  bridges  and  other  acts  of  incendiarism  and 
disloyalty,  had  left  town  and  visited  Blount  and  Sevier  Counties,  the 
residence  of  the  malcontents  who  are  known  as  the  incendiaries,  and 
the  suspicion  is  widely  entertained  that  he  prompted  and  instigated 
that  and  other  atrocities.  This  peregrination  into  the  most  disloyal 
and  disaffected  neighborhoods  makes  him  the  more  familiar  with  the 
extent  of  the  disaffection — their  plans,  purimses,  &c. 

A more  dangerous  and  more  capable  emissary  could  not  be  found  in 
the  Southern  Confederacy  to  stimulate  invasion  of  Tennessee  and  ad- 
vise and  carry  into  effect  every  kind  of  mischief.  His  arrival  in  Ken- 
tucky and  Lincolndom  generally  would  be  hailed  as  a greater  achieve- 
ment than  the  capture  of  Zollicoffer  and  his  brave  troops. 

We  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  - enlarge  further  on  the  subject,  but 
we  earnestly  advise  against  the  proposed  release  and  transportation  to 
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Kentucky.  Let  the  civil  or  military  law  take  its  course  against  the 
criminal  leader  in  this  atrocious  rebellion,  as  it  has  already  done  to  his 
deluded  and  ignorant  followers. 

W e have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

J.  G.  M.  EAMSEY. 
WM.  H.  TIBBS. 


Attorney-General’s  Ofeice, 

Knoxville^  Tenn.,  December  7,  1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  : I telegraphed  you  last  night  that  I had  caused  Brownlow  to 
be  arrested  by  a warrant  issued  from  the  Confederate  States  commis- 
sioner, and  I feel  confident,  when  I inform  you  the  grounds  of  his  arrest, 
you  will  approve  of  my  course.  I had  intended  to  have  him  arrested 
in  November  last,  at  the  regular  term  of  the  Confederate  court  at  this 
place,  but,  in  consequence  of  his  absence  and  Judge  Humphreys  not 
being  here  to  hold  the  court,  his  arrest  was  postponed.  Shortly  liefore 
the  burning  of  the  bridges  Brownlow’s  friends  circulated  a reiiort  that 
he  was  confined  at  home  by  a bleeding  at  the  lungs.  Notwithstanding 
this  (the  bridges  being  burned  on  Friday  night,  the  8th  of  November), 
he  left  home  the  Monday  previous,  and  has  remained  absent  a month  or 
more,  during  inclement  season,  in  the  mountainous  parts  of  the  counties 
of  Blount  and  Sevier,  among  the  most  hostile  poimlation  to  the  South- 
ern Confederacy  that  we  have  in  East  Tennessee.  Information  reached 
me  that  on  his  way  to  the  mountains  he  had  made  use  of  expressions 
that  showed  he  had  knowledge  of  the  designs  of  the  enemy  to  penetrate 
into  East  Tennessee  and  the  time  the  attemiit  would  be  made,  and  I 
was  satisfied,  from  his  well-known  character  for  years  for  obtaining 
information,  that  he  was  not  ignorant  that  the  bridges  would  be  burned. 
His  newspaper  has  been  the  great  cause  of  rebellion  in  this  section, 
and  most  of  those  who  have  been  arrested  have  been  deluded  by  his 
gross  distortion  of  facts  and  incited  to  take  up  arms  by  his  inflam- 
matory appeals  to  their  i)assions  and  infamous  libels  upon  the  Confed- 
erate States.  Under  these  circumstances  it  was  the  general  sentiment 
of  our  people,  and  particularly  of  the  military,  that  it  would  be  great 
injustice  to  punish  the  ignorant  men  who  had  been  deluded  by  one 
more  cunning  and  hypocritical  than  themselves  and  suffer  the  master 
spirit  to  escape  with  impunity.  Our  soldiers,  who  have  been  guarding 
the  mountain  passes  by  night  as  well  as  by  day,  and  have  endured  the 
hardest  service  to  detect  and  arrest  ignorant  men  who  were  straggling 
over  into  Kentucky  to  assist  the  enemy,  the  dupes  of  his  teachings, 
became  discouraged,  and  said  they  could  see  no  use  in  such  service, 
when  Brownlow,  who  could  do  them  more  harm  than  a thousand  men, 
was  suffered  to  pass  over  to  the  enemy  to  give  them  information  and 
incite  our  enemies  to  invade  our  country.  So  great  was  their  objection 
to  this  course,  that  I understand  some  of  the  officers  said  it  would  be 
difficult  in  such  a contingency  to  restrain  their  men  from  laying  down 
their  arms  and  returning  homej  and  I also  understand  that  there  were 
none  of  the  military  who  did  not  feel  it  would  be  degrading  service  to 
escort  him  to  the  Kentucky  line. 

But  desiring  not  to  trespass  upon  your  valuable  time  longer  than  it 
is  absolutely  necessary,  I again  repeat  that  it  is  the  general  desire  of 
all  friends  to  our  cause  in  East  Tennessee  that  his  case  should  be  inves- 
tigated, to  ascertain  if  he  did  not  possess  knowledge  of  the  bridge- 
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burning  and  other  designs  of  the  enemy.  Our  most  discreet  and  pru- 
dent men,  both  civil  and  military,  familiar  with  the  character  of  the 
man,  think  it  imprudent  to  send  him  into  the  enemy’s  country,  as  he  is 
capable  of  doing  us  more  injury  than  Johnson  and  Maynard  both  com- 
bined. I regret  that  he  was  not  arrested  by  the  military  and  sent  to 
Tuscaloosa,  where  many  will  no  doubt  be  sent  not  half  so  guilty  as 
he  is;  and  I urge  you  to  that  course  now,  as  being  the  very  best  thing 
under  all  the  circumstances  that  could  be  done.  His  friends  cannot 
complain  of  his  being  sent  to  a more  Southern  climate,  and  it  is  a little 
singular  that  with  the  disease  of  which  he  is  complaining  he  should 
desire  to  go  North  at  this  inclement  season.  Under  all  the  circum- 
stances I have  thought  it  best  for  the  country  that  he  should  be  detained 
for  trial  or  sent  to  Tuscaloosa.  At  least  he  should  be*  detained  until 
you  should  hear  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case.  He  was 
permitted  to  come  home  without  being  arrested,  as  I understand,  upon 
condition  that  he  was  to  be  answerable  to  the  law  for  any  offense  he 
may  have  committed,  and  previous  to  his  being  arrested  the  commis- 
sioner had  leave  to  do  so  from  Major-General  Crittenden  if  he  thought 
proper,  the  general  saying  he  would  not  interfere. 

Again,  Brownlow  was  aware  of  President  Davis’  proclamation,  giving 
all  that  desired  to  leave  the  Confederate  States  forty  days  to  do  so.  If 
he  desired  to  go  North,  he  then  had  an  opportunity  to  do  so.  He  did 
not  avail  himself  of  the  law,  but  remains  here  after  he  has  done  all  the 
injury  he  can  do  to  our  country,  and  now  asks  that  he  be  escorted  to 
our  enemies,  there  to  give  such  information  to  the  North  as  he  may 
desire  and  inflame  the  minds  of  the  jjeople  more  bitterly  against  us. 
If  that  privilege  is  granted  to  him,  will  it  not  be  a precedent  for  all 
others  that  may  apply  during  the  war?  I fear  that  the  moral  effect  of 
such  a course  will  not  only  be  bad  in  East  Tennessee,  but  may  be  dele- 
terious in  the  whole  Confederate  States. 

I have  thought  proper  to  present  you  my  view  of  the  case,  but  will 
cheerfully  conform  to  your  own  better  judgment. 

Yours,  truly, 

J.  C.  EAMSAY, 

C.  8.  District  Attorney  for  District  of  Tennessee, 


Kichmond,  December  8,  18G1. 
Major-General  Crittenden,  Knoxville: 

The  President  desires  that  you  return  to  Eichmond  and  report  to 
him  without  delay. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  \Yar, 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green^  Ky.,  December  8,  1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War: 

I have  the  honor  to  state  that  on  the  24th  November  I transmitted  a 
letter  from  Captain  Lindsay,  stationed  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  reporting 
the  arrival  at  that  place  of  a steamer  from  Louisville,  Ky.,  having  on 
board  all  the  machinery  and  appliances  for  spinning  cotton,  owned  and 
intended  to  be  put  in  operation  at  McMinnville,  Tenn.  He  had  taken 
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the  crew,  vessel,  and  cargo  into  his  custody,  to  await  instructions  from 
me.  I directed  him  to  hold  them  under  his  charge  until  further  orders. 
His  letter,  with  an  explanatory  indorsement,  was  then  transmitted  to 
you,  requesting  your  decision  in  the  case.  In  that  indorsement  I stated 
that  my  permission  had  been  solicited,  some  time  previously  to  the  ar- 
rival of  the  vessel,  by  the  parties  interested,  to  bring  it  up  the  Cumber- 
land, but  that  I had  refused  to  authorize  the  introduction  of  the  vessel, 
and  had  referred  them  for  authority  to  do  so  to  the  Department  of 
War.  There  is  much  urgency  for  a decision  of  the  case.  On  that  account, 
and  on  the  supposition  of  a miscarriage  of  Captain  Lindsay’s  letter,  I 
again  respectfully  submit  the  subject  for  your  consideration  and  decision. 

The  enemy,  from  the  best  information  I am  able  to  obtain,  have  made 
no  material  change  in  the  disposition  of  their  forces  in  front  or  on  either 
flank.  Their  advance  in  front  is  6 miles  north  of  Bacon  Creek,  near 
the  LouisviUe  E abroad  j a large  force  at  Nolin;  and  farther  north,  to- 
wards Louisville,  they  are  massed  in  considerable  force  at  different 
points  convenient  for  concentrating  them.  I do  not  doubt  that  the  Fed- 
eral Government  is  augmenting  their  force  in  Kentucky  in  this  direction 
to  the  extent  of  their  ability. 

The  inclosed  letter*  will  serve  to  show  the  disposition  they  are  making 
of  different  army  corps  which  have  been  elsewhere  employed.  As  to 
the  estimate  of  their  forces,  I suppose  it  is  a gross  exaggeration.  With 
the  addition  of  Kelson’s  and  Eosecrans’  columns,  their  force  on  this 
immediate  line  I believe  ought  not  to  be  estimated  over  65,000. 

Our  returns  at  this  place  show  a force  of  between  18,000  and  19,000, 
of  whicii  about  5,000  are  sick  (about  3,000  at  Nashville),  and  our  effect- 
ive force  is  under  13,000  men.  The  volunteers,  I hear,  are  turning  out 
well,  but  the  time  taken  up  in  procuring  arms  has  thus  far  prevented 
much  accession  to  our  force  from  that  source. 

1 beg  leave  to  remind  you  of  your  promise  to  place  a secret-service 
fund  at  my  disposition.  There  are  now  claims  upon  the  Government 
unliquidated.  1 suggested  that  about  $5,000  should  be  placed  to  my 
credit  in  one  of  the  Nashville  banks. 

On  the  night  of  the  Gth  instant  Captain  Morgan,  with  his  cavalry 
company.  Helm’s  Kentucky  regiment,  Buckner’s  division,  burned  the 
railroad  bridge  over  Bacon  Creek  (recently  reconstructed  by  the  enemy), 
6 miles  in  advance  of  the  enemy’s  advance  force. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 
General,  G,  S.  Army. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Western  Department, 

Columbus,  Ky.,  December  8,  1861. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States  of  America: 

Your  letter  of  November  12,t  in  reply  to  mine  on  the  subject  of  my 
resignation  of  the  appointment  of  major-general  in  the  Confederate 
Army,  has  been  received.  I appreciate  the  confidence  you  have  been 
pleased  to  express  in  me. 

After  carefully  considering  all  of  my  responsibilities  in  the  premises 
and  your  deliberate  judgment  as  to  the  necessities  of  the  service,  I 
have  concluded  to  waive  the  pressing  of  my  application  for  a release 

* Not  found.  t Seo  Series  I,  Vol.  IV,  p.  539. 
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from  further  service,  and  have  determined  to  retain  my  office  so  long  as 
I may  he  of  service  to  our  cause. 

I remain,  faithfully,  your  friend, 

L.  POLK, 

Major-General^  Commanding, 


Headquarters, 

Greeneville,  Tenn.,  Deeember  8,  1861. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

Sir  : At  the  date  of  my  last  letter  a part  of  the  force  under  my  com- 
mand was  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  a iiarty  of  insurgents  moving  from 
their  camp,  in  the  northern  part  of  Greene,  towards  Cocke  County.  As 
usual,  their  force  was  dispersed  and  only  some  stagglers  could  he 
picked  up.  Among  these  prisoners  were  three-who  had  heen  of  the 
party  that  burned  the  Lick  Creek  Bridge.  They  were  Henry  Fry, 
Jacob  M.  Henshaw,  and  Hugh  A.  Self.  All  confessed  their  own  and 
testified  to  the  others’  guilt,  and  also  gave,  as  correctly  as  they  could 
remember,  the  names  of  the  whole  part^'  engaged  in  that  crime.  Fry 
and  Henshaw  were  tried  by  drum-head  court-martial  on  the  30th  ultimo 
and  executed  the  same  day  by  hanging.  I have  thought  it  my  duty  to 
ask  of  the  Department  that  the  punishment  of  Hugh  A.  Self  be  com- 
muted to  imprisonment.  He  is  only  sixteen  years  old,  not  very  intelli- 
gent, and  was  led  away  on  that  occasion  by  his  father  and  elder  brother, 
both  of  whom  I learn  have  now  been  captured  by  General  Carroll’s 
troops. 

Hearing  that  the  insurgents  had  gathered  in  force  at  or  near  the  bend 
of  Chucky  Eiver,  and  thence  to  the  neighborhood  of  Parrotts ville  and 
of  Newport,  on  the  French  Broad,  in  Cocke  County,  I moved  the 
Twenty-ninth  North  Carolina,  with  two  companies  of  the  Third  Georgia 
Battalion,  in  that  direction  on  the  3d  instant.  Hearing  that  General 
Carroll  had  troops  on  the  line  of  railroad  at  Morristown,  I arranged  with 
them  by  telegraph  to  move  into  the  enemy’s  country  at  the  same  time 
and  from  opposite  directions. 

That  country  consists  of  a tumultuous  mass  of  steep  hills,  wooded  to 
the  top,  with  execrable  roads  winding  through  the  ravines  and  often 
occupying  the  beds  of  the  water-courses.  A few  of  the  insurgent  scouts 
were  seen,  pursued,  and  fired  on.  One  was  desperately  wounded  and 
left  at  a cabin  near  by. 

At  the  farm  houses  along  the  more  open  valleys  no  men  were  to  be 
seen,  and  it  is  believed  that  nearly  the  whole  male  population  of  the 
country  were  lurking  in  the  hills  on  account  of  disaffection  or  fear. 
The  women  in  some  cases  were  greatly  alarmed,  throwing  themselves 
on  the  ground  and  wailing  like  savages.  Indeed,  the  population  is 
savage. 

The  expedition  lasted  four  days,  and  in  the  course  of  it  we  met  Colonel 
Powell’s  command  deep  in  the  mountains,  and  our  guns  were  responded 
to  at  no  great  distance  by  a force  under  Captain  Monsarrat. 

These  people  cannot  be  caught  in  that  manner.  As  likely  to  be  more 
effective,  I have  detached  three  companies  of  Colonel  Vance’s  regiment 
to  Parrottsville,  with  instructions  to  impress  horses  from  Union  men 
and  be  active  in  seizing  troublesome  men  in  all  directions.  They  will 
impress  provisions,  giving  certificates  therefor,  with  assurance  that 
the  amounts  will  be  paid  if  the  future  loyalty  of  the  sufferer  shall 


7 48  OPERATIONS  IN  KY.,  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  S.  W.  VA.  [Chap.  XVIL 

justify  the  clemency  of  the  Government.  The  whole  country  is  given 
to  understand  that  tliis  course  will  be  pursued  until  quiet  shall  be 
restored  to  these  distracted  counties,  and  they  can  rely  upon  it  that  no 
prisoner  will  be  pardoned  so  long  as  any  Union  men  shall  remain  in 
arms.  Three  other  companies  of  Colonel  Vance’s  command  are  on  their 
way  to  Warrensburg,  on  the  north  side  of  Chucky,  to  remain  there 
under  similar  instructions. 

It  is  believed  that  we  are  making  progress  towards  pacification.  The 
Union  men  are  taking  the  oath  in  pretty  large  numbers  and  arms  are 
beginning  to  be  brought  in.  Captain  McClellan,  of  the  Tennessee 
cavalry,  stationed  by  me  at  Elizabethton,  reports  that  Carter  County 
is  becoming  very  quiet,  and  that,  with  the  aid  of  a company  of  infantry, 
he  will  enter  Johnson  County  and  disarm  the  people  there.  I shall  send 
the  company  without  delay. 

The  execution  of  the  bridge  burners  is  producing  the  happiest  effect. 
This,  coupled  with  great  kindness  towards  the  inhabitants  generally, 
inclines  them  to  quietude.  Insurgents  will  continue  for  yet  a while  in 
the  mountains,  but  I trust  that  we  have  secured  the  outward  obedience 
of  the  people. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  LEADBETTEE, 
Colonel j Commanding. 


Fort  Pillow,  December  8,  1861. 
(Eeceived,  Columbus,  December  8,  1861.) 

Major-General  Polk: 

The  C.  S.  floating  battery  passed  at  8 o’clock  a.  m. 

L.  M.  WALKED. 


C.  S.  Engineer  Office, 
Nashville^  Tenn.^  December  9,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  W.  Mackall, 

Adjutant- General^  Western  Department^  Bowling  Green^ 

Sir:  On  the  question  of  constructing  a gunboat  for  the  defense  of 
the  Cumberland  Eiver,  as  proposed  by  Messrs.  Shaw  & Lawson,  and 
referred  to  me  by  indorsement  on  the  letter  of  Governor  Harris,  Gov. 
Keill  S.  Brown,  and  General  W.  G.  Harding,  I have  the  honor  to  report 
as  follows : 

If  it  were  practicable  to  build  a gunboat  of  proper  description  in  the 
Cumberland  it  would  aid  much  in  the  defense  of  the  river,  but  I much 
fear  that  a common  steamboat  cannot  be  converted  into  an  efficient 
one.  The  boilers  and  machinery  can  be  but  partially  protected  from 
shot,  and  the  large  side-wheels,  having  diameters  varying  from  30  to 
34  feet,  not  at  all.  One  shot  striking  the  partially -protected  machinery 
or  the  shaft  or  the  large  wheels  might  render  such  a gunboat  totally 
helpless  and  place  her  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy,  with  crew,  armament, 
and  supplies. 

It  is  probable  the  hull  of  a well-built  river  boat  (and  such  a one  is 
now  laid  up  at  this  city)  can  be  made  in  a measure  shot-proof  to  a line 
below  the  water  surface  by  covering  her  with  false  timber  sides  and 
bulwarks  clad  with  thick  iron.  Eailroad  or  other  bars  would  have  to 
be  used  for  the  purpose,  as  there  is  not  plate  iron  in  the  whole  Confed- 
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eracy  sufficient  to  protect  the  hundredth  part  of  the  surface  of  one  boat. 
This  market  will  not  furnish  the  requisite  heavy  timber  for  strength- 
ening the  sides  of  the  boat  or  for  constructing  the  inclined  barricades 
or  bulwarks,  as  proposed  by  Messrs.  Shaw  & Lawson.  In  course  of 
many  weeks  it  could  be  obtained,  I presume,  from  forest  and  saw-mills 
of  the  surrounding  country.  The  heavy  additions  of  timber  and  iron 
would  give  the  boat  a draught  too  great  for  navigating  the  river  except 
during  the  winter  season  and  early  spring. 

Considering  all  the  objections  that  exist  to  such  a gunboat  as  proposed, 
the  period  of  time  that  must  elapse  before  one  could  be  gotten  ready  for 
service,  and  the  probable  armament  of  guns  we  may  hope  to  command, 
I am  forced  to  the  opinion  that  the  best  reliance  for  defense  will  be 
batteries  ashore,  in  combination  with  such  obstructions  as  may  be  de- 
vised in  the  channel  under  the  guns  of  the  works.  I return  the  letters 
of  Governors  Harris  and  Brown  and  General  Harding.* 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  r.  GILMEE, 

Major ^ and  Chief  Engineer  Western  Eepartment. 


Headquarters  Eifle  Brigade, 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  December  9,  1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  B.  Crittenden,  Knoxville: 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  a report  of  the  strength 
and  condition  of  all  the  forces  now  in  East  Tennessee  for 'the  past  few 
weeks  acting  under  my  command,  together  with  their  location,  field  of 
duty,  &c.  My  immediate  command,  assigned  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
is  as  follows : 

Senior  [Thirty -eighth)  Regiment : Colonel,  Eobert  E.  Looney;  lieuten- 
ant-colonel, E.  J.  Golladay;  major,  D.  H.  Thrasher.  Organized  Sep- 
tember 23,  for  twelve  months.  Stationed  at  Knoxville.  This  regiment 
is  but  imperfectly  armed,  having  but  250  guns,  consisting  of  rifles, 
double-barreled  shot-guns,  and  muskets.  Of  these  not  more  than  50  are 
perfect.  This  regiment  is  now  stationed  at  this  place,  except  one  com- 
pany, which  is  on  detached  service  at  Morristown.  Strength  of  regi- 
ment, 988. 

Second  [Thirty -ninth)  Regiment:^  Colonel,  Moses  White ; lieutenant- 
colonel,  Hunter  P.  Moffit;  major,  W.  M.  Hunt  (acting).  Organized 
October  11,  1861,  for  twelve  months.  This  regiment  is  also  stationed 
at  Knoxville,  except  one  company,  which  is  on  detached  service  at 
Morristown.  The  arms  of  this  regiment  consist  of  about  200  rifles, 
shot-guns,  and  musliets,  mostly  unfit  for  use  except  in  an  emergency. 
Strength  of  regiment,  771. 

In  addition  to  the  two  regiments  above  mentioned  there  are  seven 
companies  that  have  been  mustered  into  service  that  liave  heretofore 
been  nominally  under  the  command  of  Col.  W.  T.  Avery,  which  were 
also  assigned  me  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  These  have  not  yet  been 
organized  into  a regiment,  for  the  reason  that  three  of  them  which  I 
left  at  a camp  of  instruction  at  Germantown  were  ordered  to  Fort  Pil- 
low by  General  Pillow,  commanding  at  Columbus.  The  other  four  com- 
panies are  in  the  neighborhood  of  Knoxville. 

I have  written  to  General  Pillow,  protesting  against  this  interference 
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with  my  command,  and  requested  him  to  order  the  three  companies  now 
at  Fort  Pillow  to  move  immediately  to  this  place.  Should  he  do  so,  the 
regiment  will  be  organized  at  once.  Should  he  not  do  so,  I shall  appeal 
to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

When  I reached  Chattanooga  with  my  command,  on  the  march  to  this 
point,  I was  joined  by  the  following  regiment : 

[Thirty -second  Regiment]:  Colonel,  E.  C.  Cookj  lieutenant-colonel, 

W.  P.  Moore  ; major, Brownlow.  Organized , for  twelve 

months.  This  regiment  is  still  at  Chattanooga,  awaiting  further  orders. 
It  is  armed  with  500  flint-lock  muskets,  in  good  order.  Strength  of 
regiment,  850. 

When  Colonel  Cook  reported  to  me  he  informed  me  that  he  was 
assigned  to  no  command  and  requested  me  to  attach  him  to  my  bri- 
gade, which  I did  until  such  time  as  I should  receive  orders  from  you. 
Should  it  meet  your  approval,  I should  be  glad  to  have  him  continued 
under  my  command.  I would  also  suggest  that  he  be  ordered  to  this 
place,  as  there  is  no  further  necessity  for  the  services  of  his  regiment 
at  the  place  where  it  now  is,  as  every  indication  of  a rebellion  in  that 
section  of  country  has  entirely  disappeared. 

Col.  J.  W.  Gillespie,  of  this  city,  has  reported  to  me  the  following 
companies,  with  the  request  that  they  should  be  organized  into  a regi- 
ment and  attached  to  my  brigade,  viz : 

Capt.  A.  J.  Cawood,  stationed  at  Loudon,  partially  armed;  Capt.  S. 
T.  Turner,  stationed  at  Loudon;  Capt.  L.  Guthrie,  stationed  at  Knox- 
ville; Capt.  John  Goodman,  stationed  at  Knoxville;  Capt.  D.  Neff, 
stationed  at  Knoxville;  Capt.  W.  J.  Hill,  stationed  at  Knoxville;  Capt. 
A.  W.  Hodge,  stationed  at  Knoxville;  Capt.  W.  L.  Lafferty,  stationed 
at  Calhoun;  Capt.  W.  H.  McKamy,  stationed  at  Charleston;  Capt.  J. 
W.  Phillips,  stationed  at  Rogersville. 

The  strength  of  this  regiment  will  reach  about  850  men.  Some  of 
these  companies  are  partially  armed  with  old  country  rifles  and  shot- 
guns. I have  ordered  all  of  them  to  rendezvous  at  Camp  Key,  in  the 
vicinity  of  this  city,  and  will  organize  them  into  a regiment  early  next 
week. 

The  following  detached  companies  have  also  reported  to  me,  viz : 

Capt.  W.  D.  Smith,  stationed  at  Charleston;  Capt.  J.  P.  Brown, 
stationed  at  Madison ville ; Capt.  J.  B.  Cook,  stationed  at  Athens; 
Capt.  W.  C.  Nelson,  stationed  at  Philadelphia ; Capt.  H.  Harris,  sta- 
tioned at  Sevierville ; Capt.  W.  G.  McCain,  stationed  at  Knoxville. 

These  companies  are  also  partially  armed  with  such  guns  as  could  be 
secured  in  the  surrounding  country.  So  soon  as  these  companies  can 
be  relieved  from  duty  at  the  places  where  they  are  now  stationed  I will 
concentrate  them  at  this  or  some  other  convenient  point  and  organize 
them  into  a regiment. 

Artillery. — Captain,  George  H.  Monsarrat;  first  senior  lieutenant, 
E.  Baxter;  first  junior  lieutenant,  Brian;  second  senior  lieutenant, 
Freeman;  140  men,  4 guns,  3 caissons,  103  horses. 

This  company  is  now  stationed  near  this  city;  is  under  the  command 
of  one  of  the  most  active  and  efficient  officers  in  the  service.  It  is 
thoroughly  drilled  and  disciplined.  Six  more  guns  will  be  obtained  in 
a few  days  and  the  command  increased  to  250  men. 

Cavalry. — The  following  cavalry  companies  have  reported  to  me  and 
have  been  acting  under  my  orders,  viz : 

Captain  McLin,  stationed  at  Lick  Creek;  Captain  Brock,  stationed 
at  Knoxville;  Capt.  J.  F.  White,  stationed  at  Maryville;  Capt.  W. 
L.  Brown,  stationed  at  Cleveland;  Capt.  D.  C.  Gormus,  stationed  in 
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Cocke  County;  Capt.  E.  W.  McClary,  stationed  at  Cleveland;  Capt.  F. 
Eldridge,  stationed  at  Loudon. 

The  foregoing  comprised  all  the  force  attached  to  my  immediate 
command.  Other  forces,  however,  have  reported  to  me  and  acted 
under  my  command,  consisting  of  the  following: 

Col.  W.  B.  Wood’s  regiment,  at  present  stationed  near  this  place, 
numbering  about  800  men,  armed  with  flint-lock  muskets.  This  regi- 
ment is  attached  to  the  brigade  of  Brigadier-General  Zollicofier. 

Capt.  H.  L.  W.  McClung’s  battery,  consisting  of  two  G-pounder  and 
two  12-pounder  guns,  with  caissons,  horses,  &c.,  numbering  about  100 
men;  Captain  Gillespie’s  cavalry,  numbering  about  100  men,  armed 
with  double-barreled  shot-guns.  Both  these  companies  belong  to  the 
command  of  General  Zollicofler. 

There  are  other  forces  stationed  at  various  points  in  East  Tennessee 
from  the  commanders  of  which  I have  received  no  official  report  and 
have  no  certain  information  concerning  them.  The  following  is  the 
most  reliable  I have  been  able  to  obtain : 

Col.  Samuel  Powell’s  regiment,  stationed  at  Greeneville.  Of  its 
strength,  arms,  &c.,  I have  no  knowledge,  nor  do  I know  to  what 
command  it  is  attached. 

Col.  S.  A.  M.  Wood’s  regiment  is  stationed  10  miles  east  of  Chatta- 
nooga; is  thoroughly  equipped,  and  with  Springfield  muskets.  This 
regiment  belongs,  I understand,  to  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Bragg,  and  was  sent  by  him  from  Pensacola  to  Chattanooga  for  tem- 
porary service  until  such  time  as  I could  reach  there  with  my  com- 
mand. , 

Col.  E.  B.  Y ance’s  regiment  is  stationed  at  Greeneville ; numbers  about 
800  men,  and  is  efficiently  armed.  I do  not  know  to  what  command  it 
is  attached. 

Col.  D.  Leadbetter  is  stationed,  with  his  regiment,  somewhere  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Morristown,  on  the  line  of  the  East  Tennessee  and 
Virginia  Eailroad.  I have  no  other  information  concerning  his  com- 
mand. , 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Stovall’s  battalion  is  stationed  at  Greeneville, 
numbering  500  men,  and  is  efficiently  armed. 

The  foregoing  is  all  the  organized  force  of  which  I have  any  knowl- 
edge in  East  Tennessee,  except  Colonel  Churchwell’s  regiment,  whicli 
I understand  is  a portion  of  General  Zollicofler’s  command.  I do  not 
know  its  present  location. 

Another  of  General  Zollicoffer’s  regiments,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Statham,  is,  I learn,  stationed  at  Cumberland  Gap. 

There  are  various  companies,  I am  informed,  being  organized  in  the 
surrounding  counties,  and  should  the  necessity  arise  and  arms  could 
be  procured  I have  no  doubt  but  an  additional  force  of  4,000  or  5,000 
men  could  easily  be  brought  into  the  field  from  East  Tennessee. 

RECAPITULATION. 


Strength  of  my  immediate  command : 

Infantry 4,  400 

Cavalry 450 

Artillery 150 

Total 5, 000 

Other  forces  in  East  Tennessee 6, 000 

Whole  amount  of  force  in  East  Tennessee 11,000 
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Tlie  foregoing  report  is  as  perfect  a one  as  I am  able  to  make  with 
the  meager  information  at  present  before  me.  My  own  command  being 
as  yet  to  a great  extent  unorganized  and  stationed  in  small  detach- 
ments at  so  many  different  points,  I have  not  been  able  to  obtain  regu- 
lar and  official  reports.  But  in  the  main  the  above  statement  of  its 
strength,  condition,  &c.,  is  very  nearly  accurate  in  point  of  numbers, 
as  well  as  in  other  particulars. 

The  other  forces  to  which  I have  alluded  were  not  under  my  com- 
mand, and  therefore  I had  no  right  to  require  the  official  information 
from  them,  but  have  had  to  rely  upon  such  statements  as  T^ere  reported 
to  me  by  others. 

Eespectfully, 


WM.  H.  CAEEOLL, 
Brigadier-General^  G.  S.  Army, 


[December  10,  1861. — By  an  act  of  the  Provisional  Congress,  Ken- 
tucky admitted  as  a member  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America.] 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  Deeemher  10,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  Leonidas  Polk, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Columhus,  Ky.: 

General  : By  direction  of  the  general  I give  his  views  of  the  proba- 
ble operations  of  the  enemy  and  suggestions  as  to  the  means  by  which 
they  are  to  be  met  and  counteracted.  He  says : 

Copies  of  letters  to  the  Governor  of  Alabama  and  to  General  Weakley  have  informed 
yon  that  yon  may  anticipate  an  important  accession  to  the  force  at  Fort  Henry,  which 
I hope,  with  the  force  now  at  Fort  Donelson  and  that  nnder  General  Clark  at  Hop- 
kinsville, will  make  yonr  right  secnre  from  the  enterprises  of  the  enemy  and  compel 
him  to  divert  a large  portion  of  his  force.  Shonld  he  consider  it  expedient  to  attempt 
the  rednction  of  those  places  or  in  carrying  on  operations  in  yonr  immediate  fi’ont, 
enforce  npon  him  the  necessity  of  employing  a large  force  in  observation  to  mask  or 
cover  his  operations  against  yon.  I suppose  they  will  adopt  on  yonr  front  three  lines 
of  operations : one  from  Cape  Girardean  or  Bird’s  Point  to  New  Madrid,  which  may  he 
safely  done,  as  the  topography  of  the  conntry  evidently  affords  a perfect  immunity 
from  attack  thronghont  the  ronte.  This  contingency  yon  are  providing  against.  The 
force  which  will  probably  be  sent  on  the  Cape  Girardean  ronte  will  no  donbt  be  large. 
Another  smaller  force,  I think,  will  descend  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi  to  a 
X)oint  below  Colnmbns,  establish  batteries  to  cnt  off  yonr  supplies  by  the  river,  and 
co-operate  with  the  force  at  Madrid.  A third  will  endeavor  to  throw  itself  between 
Colnmbns  and  yonr  re-enforcements  and  supplies,  to  effect  which  it  will  be  necessary 
for  them,  if  the  rentes  shonld  be  as  impracticable  as  they  are  represented  at  this  sea- 
son of  the  year,  to  nse  the  Tennessee  and  Cnmberland  Rivers  for  transportation  of  sub- 
sistence and  other  snpplies,  at  least  as  far  as  the  ferry,  shonld  they  adopt  the  former 
ronte  ])elow  Fort  Henry,  and  thence  by  the  road  to  Paris.  This  movement  they  would 
probably  cover  by  a demonstration  towards  Colnmbns.  Fort  Colnmbns,  now  being 
completed,  eannot,  I think,  be  taken  by  assault ; and,  supplied  with  provisions  and 
other  stores  for  six  months,  wonld  xmobably,  if  enveloped  and  thrown  npon  its  own 
resources,  hold  ont  some  time. 

Now,  if  this  be  trne,  yonr  army  outside  is  left  free  to  manenver  in  reference  to  the 
movements  of  the  enemy,  and  onght  to  be  so  handled  as  to  prevent,  by  its  successive 
movements,  the  introdnetion  of  the  enemy’s  force  into  the  country  in  such  manner  as 
to  deprive  yon  of  snpport  and  snpplies. 

Shonld  they  deem  it  important  to  rednee  the  force  at  Colnmbns  before  advancing  yon 
wonld  have  it  in  yonr  power  to  go  to  its  relief.  Shonld  they,  however,  decide  to  pros- 
eente  their  march  into  Tennessee,  yon  will  have  it  in  yonr  x^ower,  if  yonr  force  shonld 
be  adeqnate,  to  offer  them  battle  on  a held  of  yonr  own  choice  or  impede  and  harass  them 
as  they  advance,  and  as  their  force  mnst  be  redneed  to  keep  np  their  line  of  commnni- 
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cation,  engage  them  ^Yhereve^  there  might  he  sutheient  prohahility  of  deeisive  advan- 
tage. 

These  are  suggestions  for  your  consideration,  and  must  he  modified 
as  circumstances  require. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Brigade  Headquarters, 
Beech  Grove,  Ky.,  December  10,  18G1. 


Lieutenant-Colonel  Mackall,  Bowling  Green,  Ky.: 

Sir:  Your  two  dispatches  of  the  4th  reached  me  late  last  night. 
Inclosed  I send  copy  of  letter  addressed  to  you  yesterday.*  I infer  from 
yours  that  I should  not  have  crossed  the  river,  hut  it  is  now  too  late.  My 
means  of  recrossing  is  so  limited,  1 could  hardly  accomplish  it  in  fiice  of 
the  enemy.  There  are  five  infantry  regiments,  perhafis  more,  and  one 
cavalry  regiment  at  Somerset,  IG  miles  distant.  Their  pickets  were 
yesterday  within  0 miles.  Tlie  precise  force  at  Columhia  I cannot  as- 
certain. Our  cavalry  detachments  soutli  of  the  river,  at  Eowena,  were 
fired  upon  from  this  side  j^esterday  and  to-day. 

This  camp  is  immediately  opposite  to  Mill  Springs.  mile,  distant. 
The  river  protects  our  rear  and  Hanks.  We  have  about  1,200  yards 
fighting  front  to  defend,  which  we  are  intrenching  as  rapidly  as  our 
few  tools  Avill  allow;  hut  a supply  ordered  hy  Maj.  V.  K.  Stevenson, 
assistant  quartermaster-general  at  NTashville,  on  the  10th,  have  not 
heen  heard  from.  Two  hundred  pack-saddles,  ordered  at  same  time, 
much  needed,  have  not  heen  heard  from.  I have  relied  on  a reserve  of 
one  battalion  of  the  Sixteenth  Alabama  Regiment,  Colonel  Powell’s 
regiment,  and  Captain  McClung’s  battery,  left  at  Knoxville,  and  ordered 
forward  soon  after  I started.  I have  expected  them  constantly ; have 
heen  able  to  get  no  intelligence  until  to-day,  and  now  learn  (unofficially) 
that  they  are  not  on  the  way.  This  may  very  greatly  endanger  our 
position.  I will  endeavor  to  prevent  the  forces  at  Columhia  and  Som- 
erset from  uniting.  The  proximity  of  the  terminus  of  the  railroad  at 
Lebanon  would  seem  to  give  them  the  means  of  rai)idly  re-enforcing  in 
my  front. 

The  position  I occupy  north  of  the  river  is  a fine  basis  for  operations 
in  front.  It  is  a much  stronger  natural  position  for  defense  than  that 
on  the  south  bank.  I think  it  should  be  held  at  all  liazards,  but  I 
ought  to  have  a stronger  force.  Could  any  feint  by  possibility  be  made 
upon  Columbia  from  the  west,  it  would  probably  save  me  from  concen- 
tration in  front  until  I could  be  strengthened.  AVe  will  work  day  and 
night  on  the  necessary  defenses.  Major-General  Crittenden  has  assumed 
command,  and  is,  I think,  now  at  Knoxville. 

Y ery  respectfully, 


F.  K.  ZOLLTCOFFEB, 

Briga  cl  i cr- Gen  era  1. 


War  Departivient,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond , December  10,  ISGl. 

J.  C.  Ramsay,  Esq., 

C.  S.  District  Attorney,  Knoxville,  Tenn,: 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  7th  instant  is  received.  I thank  you  for  the  in- 
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foriiiation  it  contains,  and  sliall  reserve  yonr  suggestions  for  proi)er 
consideration. 

I should  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  give  me  an  account  of  tlie 
circumstances  of  Brownlow’s  arrest,  &c.,  at  your  earliest  convenience. 
I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMI^^^, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Knoxville,  Decemher  10,  1861. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War: 

The  court-martial  has  sentenced  A.  C.  Haun,  bridge-burner,  to  bo 
hung.  Sentence  approved.  Ordered  to  be  executed  at  12  o’clock  to- 
morrow. Bequires  the  approval  of  the  President.  Please  telegra])li. 

WM.  H.  CAKROLL, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 


Richmond,  Decemher  10,  1861. 
General  W.  H.  Carroll,  Knoxville: 

Execute  the  sentence  of  your  court-martial  on  the  bridge-burners. 
The  law  does  not  require  any  approval  by  the  President,  but  he  en- 
tirely apiu’oves  my  order  to  hang  every  bridge-burner  you  can  catch 
aud  convict. 

J.  P.  BEKJAMIK, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

Ko.  262.  ) Richmond^  Fa.,  Decemher  10,  1861. 

##*#*#* 

12.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  Carroll,  Provisional  Army,  will  immediately 
])roceed,  with  all  the  armed  men  of  his  brigade,  to  report  lor  duty  to 
General  F.  K.  Zollicoffer,  leaving  the  unarmed  portion  of  his  command 
at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  under  the  control  of  a suitable  officer,  until  arms 
can  be  provided. 

*###*** 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JKO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Greeny  Decemher  10,  [1861]. 
Brig.  Gen.  Humphrey  Marshall, 

AhingdoUj  Va.  : 

General:  Your  letters  to  General  Johnston  of  November  5*  and  28, f 
and  to  Major-General  Crittenden  of  December  l,t  have  been  received. 
He  directs  me  to  reply  as  follows : 

1.  The  general  has  received  no  instructions  from  the  War  Depart- 

* See  Series  I,  Vol.  IV,  p.  518.  ' t Sec  pp.  715,  729. 
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ment  in  relation  to  tlie  force  in  East  Kentucky  (the  district  of  Preston- 
bnrg),  assigned  to  you,  nor  yet  in  relation  to  those  forces  you  were 
authorized  to  raise.  The  object  of  giving  you  a force  was  announced 
to  him  by  the  Department,  and  the  scope  of  your  powers  was  learned 
from  your  letters. 

2.  From  the  powers  with  which  you  are  invested  and  the  full  con- 
versations you  had  with  the  general  he  presumed  that  the  forces  placed 
at  your  disposal  and  the  unlimited  power  to  raise  additional  forces 
Avould,  as  the  Department  hoped,  be  fully  equal  to  the  execution  of  the 
plans  you  had  concerted  with  the  Department. 

3.  He  believed  that  the  general  intended  you  to  have  a wide  discre- 
tion as  to  your  movements  and  entire  control  over  the  administration 
of  your  forces,  leaving  to  the  general  a supervisory  power,  with  the 
authority  to  combine  your  movements  with  corps  of  the  Army  when  the 
proper  time  arrived. 

4.  So  believing,  and  finding  that  your  force  fell  not  only  below  your 
anticipations,  but  Avas  so  small  as  to  render  it  doubtful  whether  they 
Avould  insure  the  immediate  object  had  in  view,  viz,  the  protection  of 
the  ‘frontier  of  Prestonburg  and  its  Aucinity,”  he  saw  that  the  time  had 
not  yet  arrived  Avhen  it  could  be  combined  in  the  movement  of  any  other 
corps  ol‘  this  army,  and  therefore  gave  you  no  orders. 

5.  He  Avas  satisfied  that  you  Avere  making  yourself  fully  acquainted 
Avith  tlie  field  of  your  operations,  and  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  at 
this  distance  to  make  suggestions  as  to  your  movements,  even  had  he 
been  as  fully  advised  as  you  were  of  the  special  Auews  of  the  general  as 
to  the  pre(;ise  objects  to  be  reached  by  it. 

G.  Ilis  order  to  General  Crittenden  was  not  intended  to  reach  your 
command,  nor,  until  the  receipt  of  your  letter  last  night,  Avas  he  apprised 
of  the  fact  that  that  general  had  taken  your  district  under  his  command. 
He  immediately  telegraphed  to  General  Carroll,  local  commander  of 
Knoxville,  to  return  those  you  had  put  in  march  for  this  place. 

7.  At  this  distance  your  arrangements  to  place  your  infantry  on  the 
moAintaiti  line  and  cover  a trail  by  the  advance  of  your  cavalry  for  sub- 
sistence seems  judicious.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Brigade, 

Cam])  Recovery^  1 mile  from  Frestonl)urg^  Ky.^  Bee.  10,  1861. 

S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond: 

General  : I hawe  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  I have  been  located 
here  for  seA^eral  days,  and  to  report  to  you  that  I haA^e  in  camp  Will- 
iams’ regiment,  which  is  gradually  being  filled,  and  that  Trigg’s  regi- 
ment, with  Jefiress’  battery,  will  arriA^e  at  Prestonburg  to-day,  they  hav- 
ing adATinced  from  the  Kichlauds  by  the  Louisa  Fork  of  the  Sandy  and 
by  the  way  of  Piketon.  I came  by  Whitesburg,  in  Letcher  County, 
through  the  corner  of  Posey  County,  and  so  far  through  Floyd.  I 
think  I haA^e  established  friends  for  the  Confederate  States  on  a sound 
basis  whereA^er  I luxA^e  been.  My  effort  has  been  to  conciliate  the  i)eo- 
ple,  and  to  teach  them  by  example  that  the  Army  of  the  Confederate 
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States  comes  not  to  maraud  and  oppress,  but  to  protect  and  to  respect 
the  constitutional  rights  of  the  people.  The  Army  of  the  United  States, 
invited  here  to  defend  this  people,  halted  at  no  excess.  They  burned 
and  ravaged  the  towns,  insulted  females  and  violated  their  persons, 
stole  wearing  apparel,  and  killed  stock,  and  frequently  deprived  poor 
l)eople  of  the  means  of  subsistence.  I have  sought  to  impress  all  that  this 
course  on  their  part  was  a true  representation  of  the  despotic  principles 
their  master  seeks  to  establish  on  a permanent  basis,  while  the  respect 
I and  my  men  pay  to  persons  and  property,  without  regard  to  mere 
opinion,  is  the  reflex  of  the  principles  we  represent.  The  effect  has 
been  exceedingly  favorable,  for  the  contrast  is  striking  and  visible  to 
the  commonest  man  in  the  community. 

I found  prisoners  at  Pound  Gap  arrested  for  their  active  pursuit  of 
their  opinions.  I released  them  and  sent  them  home  after  explaining 
to  them  the  principles  I advocate.  They  said  the  veil  had  been  removed 
from  their  eyes,  and  I afterwards  found  them  well  disposed  and  active 
in  getting  recruits  for  my  command. 

I have  advanced  my  cavalry  to  West  Liberty,  in  Morgan  County — 
not  to  station  it,  but  to  pass  through  the  county,  inspirit  our  friends, 
and  to  i^revent  the  enemy  from  stripi^ing  the  country  of  its  stock. 

I hear  that  Colonel  Moore,  with  his  Abingdon  battalion,  has  actually 
started,  but  is  making  only  5 or  G miles  i)er  day.  This  augurs  badly 
for  his  efficiency  in  the  future,  but  I will  not  despair.  Colonel  Stuart, 
at  last  advices,  was  waiting  at  Abingdon  for  transportation.  Intelln 
gence  has  reached  me  from  various  quarters  that  six  field  pieces  are  at 
Abingdon  intended  for  this  command,  but  I have  received  no  dispatch 
informing  me  that  such  was  its  destination  nor  the  amount  of  ammu- 
nition accompanying  it.  I have  a hope  that  you  will  inform  me,  so  that, 
if  the  battery  is  to  be  sent  to  me,  it  may  be  manned  and  equipped  and 
moved  at  once,  before  the  ice  gathers,  so  as  to  make  the  mountains  im- 
passable. 

I have  a detachment  making  salt  for  the  use  of  my  command,  and  I 
also  have  possession  of  the  Salt  Works  at  Brashearsville,  on  the  iN'orth 
Fork  of  the  Kentucky  Eiver,  20  miles  below  Whitesburg.  I hope 
through  these  to  make  35  or  40  bushels  of  salt  per  week,  so  as  not  only 
to  supply  my  current  demand,  but  to  enable  me  to  pack  as  much  meat 
ration  as  will  serve  this  army  for  future  purposes.  The  prices  here  and 
at  Bristol  for  pork  are  as  to  5 is  to  9 to  10,  which  you  see  is  a vast 
difference. 

1 have  seen  several  men  from  the  interior  of  Kentucky,  and  I have 
secured  a line  of  intelligence  from  my  camp  to  Lexington.  I shall  in 
future  know  pretty  well  what  is  going  on  to  the  very  center  of  the  en- 
emy’s operations  in  Kentucky,  and  will  be  perfectly  guarded  against 
surprise.  I learn  that  the  young  men  in  the  interior  are  beginning  to 
learn  my  whereabouts  and  are  moving.  May  I beg  of  the  Government, 
if  it  is  possible,  to  let  me  have  good  arms  to  put  in  their  hands  when 
they  come  to  me.  They  have  no  arms ; they  can’t  get  them.  Their  rifles 
and  shot-guns  have  been  taken  away  from  them  by  the  Lincolnites. 
T think  Mr.  Benjamin  should  let  me  have  at  least  the  i^ercussiou  muskets 
I turned  over  to  him  through  Governor  Letcher.  I am  gratified  to  say 
to  you  that  my  movement  here  altogether  looks  auspicious  of  good,  and 
I have  high  hopes  that  the  future  may  realize  our  hopes. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  MAESHALL, 
Brigadier- General j C.  S,  Army. 
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C.  S.  Engineer  Office, 
Nashville j Tenn.,  December  11,  18G1. 
His  Excellency  Isham  G.  Harris, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee^  Nashville  : 

Sir  : The  agents  heretofoi^e  employed  to  procure  a laboring  force  for 
building  fortifications  for  defending  the  approaches  to  this  city  have 
failed  to  get  any  more  than  a few  negroes  j a number  quite  insignifi* 
cant  when  compared  with  the  works  to  be  undertaken.  With  a hope 
tliat  a large  force  of  negroes  may  yet  be  obtained  by  an  appeal  to  the 
citizens  of  the  vicinity  and  neighboring  counties,  I have  prepared  the 
form  for  the  call  upon  them,  which  1 submit  for  your  indorsement. 
Having  your  indorsement,  I have  thought  it  might  be  advisable  to 
have  a number  of  copies  printed  and  ifiaced  in  the  hands  of  some  offi- 
cers, say  sheriffs  and  constables,  with  instructions  to  apply  to  every 
citizen  within  reach,  and  urge  the  necessity  of  a promiit  compliance 
with  the  call. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  GILMER, 

Major,  and  Chief  Engineer  M'estern  Department. 

[Inclosure.] 

C.  S.  Engineer  Office, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  December  11,  1861. 

It  has  been  decided  by  the  general  commanding  the  Western  Depart- 
ment to  fortify  the  approaches  to  the  city  of  Nashville,  the  better  to 
protect  your  capital  and  State  against  the  contingency  of  invasion  by 
our  relentless  enemy.  To  this  end  a call  is  now  made  upon  all  citizens 
to  contribute  a part  of  the  labor  which  they  control  to  aid  in  the  erec- 
tion of  the  necessary  works.  It  is  necessary  that  each  negro  sent  from 
a distance  be  furnished  by  his  master  with  blankets  or  other  bed-cloth- 
ing sufficient  to  make  him  comfortable;  also  with  cooking  and  messing 
utensils.  It  is  essential  that  the  number  be  assembled  with  the  least 
practicable  delay  at  CockrilFs  Hill  and  Foster’s  Hill,  near  and  north 
of  the  town  of  Edgefield,  on  the  Goodlettsville  turnpike.  The  force 
emi)lo3’ed  will  be  lodged  at  night  either  in  tents  or  frame  huts  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  work,  and  as  a care  more  satisfactory  to  the  owners  may 
be  secured  to  their  hands  by  placing  them  under  the  charge  of  some 
person  or  jiersons  known  in  the  neighborhood  or  county  from  which 
the  negroes  are  sent,  it  is  desired  that  this  jilan,  by  agreement  among 
the  citizens,  be  adopted.  If  subsistence  be  furnished  by  the  ownei*, 
$1  per  day  for  each  hand  will  be  paid  by  the  Confederate  States ; if 
supplied  by  the  Government,  then  70  cents  per  day.  Nothing  but  a 
great  necessity  causes  this  additional  call  upon  the  patriotism  of  the 
citizens,  and  a prompt  response  will  the  better  insure  protection  to  your 
property  and  your  homes. 

By  direction  and  authority  of  General  A.  S.  Johnston,  commanding 
the  Western  Deiiartment: 

J.  E.  GILMER, 

Major,  and  Chief  Engineer  Western  Department. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  December  11,  1861. 


Major-General  Polk: 

I have  ordered  3,000  troops  to  Union  City.  They  need  some  tents 
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and  ammunition  and  caps  for  shot-guns  and  rifles.  Could  you  not 
order  supply  from  NTashville  ? 

JOHK  J.  PETTUS. 


Columbus,  December  11, 1861. 

Col.  W.  W.  Mackall: 

General  Polk  has  assumed  command,  but  under  your  instructions  to 
give  3 on  information  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  I feel  it  my  duty 
to  say  that  my  opinion  is  that  the  enemy  are  preparing  to  move  up  the 
Tennessee  Eiver  in  force.  I think  they  will  simply  make  a demonstra- 
tion against  this  position  to  hold  the  force  here.  Will  use  their  large 
water  power  to  capture  Fort  Heniy  and  pass  up  and  take  possession  of 
Tennessee  bridge  and  separate  ,your  command  and  General  Polk’s,  and 
will  then  advance  down  that  railroad  on  Memphis. 

For  a week  their  fortresses  have  been  sealed,  and  their  boats  are  run- 
ning up  the  Ohio  in  the  night-time  alone.  I may  be  wrong  in  m^^  views, 
but  such  is  mj"  opinion  of  their  purpose. 

GID.  J.  PILLOW. 


Headquarters  Second  Division,  C.  A.  Kentucky, 

December  11,  1861. 

General  Hardee  : 

Sir:  The  following  is  a cop^r  of  part  of  a private  letter  written  from 
Woodlawn  on  the  8th  instant  to  a lady  and  handed  to  me.  I tran- 
scribe it  for  the  information  of  General  Hardee: 

* ^ I think  this  one  of  the  most  important  points  now  left  open  in  the  State. 

It  is  a point  though  which  Tennessee  might  be  invaded  at  the  most  dangerous  point — 
Knoxville,  the  home  of  Brownlow  tfe  Co.  If  such  a thing  should  happen,  the  same 
scenes  may  he  enacted  there  as  are  enacted  in  Western  Virginia.  The  road  by  here  on 
to  Columbia,  and  the  road  down  Mockeson  and  by  Beebe’s,  leading  to  the  same  point, 
are  the  principal  passways  through  which  the  tide  flows  from  Tennessee  to  camp  at 
Columbia  and  Campbelisville.  They  are  passing  daily,  ahnost  hourly.  If  this  gap 
could  be  stopped  it  would  check  a host  from  joining  the  Lincoln  Army.  * * * 

I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  BUCKNER, 
Brigadier- General  J C.  S.  Army, 

[Indorsement.] 

Respectfully  referred  to  General  Johnston.  The  within  goes  to  sus- 
tain the  importance  of  occupying  Columbia  by  our  forces. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 

Major-General, 


Headquarters  Central  Army  Kentucky, 

Boivling  Green^  December  11,  1861. 

Colonel  W.  W.  Mackall, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Western  Department: 

Colonel  : In  view  of  the  arrival  of  a regiment  of  infantry  last  night 
and  the  certainty  of  an  additional  re-enforcement  of  3,000  or  6,000  men 
w ithiii  a few  days,  I beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  follow- 
ing movements  against  the  enemy: 

General  Hindman  was  at  Horse  Well  last  night,  which  is  within  one 
day’s  march  of  Woodsonville.  He  has  with  him  1,100  infantry,  four 
pieces  of  artillery,  and  500  cavalry".  With  this  force  he  can  keep  the 
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enemy  in  clieck  at  Munfordville,  and  for  tliis  purpose  can  be  ordered 
to  take  post  at  Woodsonville,  with  instructions  to  defend  the  passage 
of  the  river  and  to  keep  the  enemy  at  bay. 

With  General  Buckner’s  division  I propose  to  attack  the  forces  of 
the  enemy  now  at  Columbia,  and  for  this  i)urpose  would  respectfully 
suggest  the  following  disj^ositions  of  that  division : On  any  day,  as, 
say,  the  13th  instant,  let  one  brigade  of  that  division,  together  with  the 
body  of  the  cavalry,  move  to  the  position  now  occupied  by  General 
Hindman  at  Horse  Well,  arriving  on  the  evening  of  the  14th. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  let  the  remainder  of  the  division  move 
from  this  point  towards  Glasgow,  arriving  on  the  evening  of  the  15th, 
when  it  sliould  be  joined  by  the  brigade  at  Horse  Well,  excex)t  the  cav- 
alry, which  should  remain  at  that  point  until  the  next  day.  Measures 
should  be  taken  to  give  the  troops  moving  to  Horse  Well  to  under- 
stand that  General  Hindman  is  threatened  in  front,  and  that  they  are 
intended  to  sustain  him.  This  impression  would  probably  be  reported 
to  the  enemy,  and  cause  him  to  suspect  that  we  intended  to  cross  or  de- 
fend the  river  in  his  front  at  Munfordville,  and  thus  serve  in  some 
measure  to  blind  our  real  movement  against  Columbia.  The  advance 
of  General  H.  to  Woodson ville  would  confirm  him  in  this  impression. 

From  Glasgow  our  forces  should  move  with  the  greatest  possible 
celerity  upon  the  enemy  at  Columbia,  while  the  cavalry  at  Horse  Well 
should  be  instructed  to  move  towards  Greensburg  on  the  IGth  and 
ascertain  the  strength  and  character  of  the  enemy  at  that  point,  and,  if 
found  to  be  inconsiderable,  to  disperse  them,  and  then  gain  a position 
to  act  with  the  main  body  certainly  by  the  evening  of  the  17th.  If 
such  a force  be  found  at  Greensburg  as  to  render  it  inexpedient  to  risk 
an  attack  a small  force  should  be  left  to  observe  it,  while  the  remainder 
hastens  to  support  the  main  body  in  its  attack  on  Columbia. 

If  the  enemy  should  attempt  to  retire  from  Columbia,  the  cavalry 
could  harass  him  and  probably  cause  him  to  take  a position  and  give 
battle. 

The  greatest  care  should  be  taken  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  gaining 
information  of  the  movement,  and  for  that  puriDose  all  j)ersons  should 
be  intercepted  going  in  that  direction. 

If  we  can  gain  possession  of  this  |)oint,  I think  General  Zollicoffer 
should  be  instructed  to  move  to  and  hold  it.  We  should  thus  gain  a 
large  district  of  country,  filled  with  grain  and  provisions,  of  which  we 
are  much  in  need.  In  the  mean  time  I think  I risk  nothing  in  under- 
taking to  defend  this  i^lace  with  the  troops  remaining  from  any  attack 
of  the  enemy. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 

Major-General, 


Headquaeters  Rifle  Brigade, 

Knoxville^  December  11,  1801. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War^  Eichmondj  Va. : 

Sir  : In  pursuance  of  your  instructions  by  telegraph  of  yesterday, 
the  sentence  of  death  pronounced  by  court-martial  upon  A.  C.  Haun, 
the  bridge  burner,  was  executed  by  hanging  at  12  o’clock  to-day.  The 
court-martial  is  still  in  session,  engaged  in  the  trial  of  a number  of 
others  charged  with  complicity  in  the  same  crime.  I am  not  advised 
of  the  nature  or  extent  of  the  proof  that  can  be  brought  against  them. 
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but  slioiild  it  be  sufficient  and  the  court  find  tliem  gnilty,  tlie  sentence, 
whatever  it  may  be,  will  be  x)roinptly  executed,  unless  otherwise  directed 
by  you.  In  addition  to  those  suspected  of  burning  the  bridges  1 have 
now  in  confinement  about  150  more  ])risoners,  charged  with  taking  up 
arms,  giving  aid  and  assistance  to  the  enemy,  inciting  rebellion,  &c. 
Those  among  them  who  have  been  proven  guilty  of  the  ofienses  alleged 
against  them  I shall  send  to  Tuscaloosa,  in  accordance  with  your 
instructions  by  letter  of  November  23.  I have  alreadj^  sent  there  48, 
to  be  held  as  prisoners  of  war. 

I have  been  greatly  annoyed  by  the  interference  of  the  civil  author- 
ities with  what  I conceive  the  proper  and  faithful  discharge  of  the 
duties  incumbent  upon  me  in  my  capacity  of  military  commander  of 
this  i^ortion  of  East  Tennessee.  Several  attemx)ts  have  been  made  to 
take  offenders  out  of  my  hands  by  judicial  process  to  be  tried  by  the 
civil  tribunals,  which  trials  I am  satisfied  would  in  many  instances 
have  resulted  in  the  release  of  those  who  are  guilty  and  should  be  i)un- 
ished.  In  order  to  avoid  these  embarrassments,  I felt  myself  justified 
in  jdacing  the  city  under  martial  law  until  such  time  as  all  the  prison- 
ers charged  with  military  offenses  now  in  my  custody  can  be  tried  by 
a military  tribunal.  If  after  this  is  done  any  should  remain  whose 
offenses  come  legitimately  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  civil  courts,  I 
will  turn  them  over  to  the  proper  officers  to  be  disposed  of  in  that  way. 
I have  only  been  x)rompted  to  venture  upon  this  stringent  course  by 
strong  conviction  that  the  public  good  imperatively  demanded  it. 

The  traitorous  conspiracy  recently  so  extensive  and  formidable  in 
East  Tennessee  is,  I think,  well-nigh  broken  u}),  as  there  is  at  present 
but  little  or  no  indication  of  another  outbreak.  I have  small  detach- 
ments of  my  force  out  in  every  direction,  suppressing  any  rebellious 
spirit  that  may  be  manifested  and  arresting  those  who  are  known  to 
have  been  in  arms  against  the  Government.  I am  daily  receiving  the 
most  encouraging  evidences  that  the  people  are  beginniijg  to  return 
to  a sense  of  duty  and  patriotism,  as  many  of  those  who  were  hereto- 
fore unfriendly  towards  us  are  coming  forward  and  giving  every  assur- 
ance of  future  fealty. 

For  a detailed  account  of  the  operations  of  my  command  since  taking 
the  field  I respectfullj^  invite  your  attention  to  my  official  report,  this 
day  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  respectfully, 

WM.  H.  CAEKOLL, 

Brigadier-  General, 

[Inclosure.] 

PROCLAMATION. 

Headquarters  Eifle  Brigade, 
Knoxville^  Tenn.j  December  11,  18G1. 

The  exigencies  of  the  time  requiring,  as  is  believed,  the  adoption  of 
the  sternest  measures  of  military  policy,  the  commanding  general  feels 
called  upon  to  suspend  for  a time  the  functions  of  the  civil  tribunals: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  William  H.  Carroll,  brigadier- 
general  in  the  Confederate  Army,  and  commander  of  the  post  at  Knox- 
ville, do  hereby  proclaim  martial  law  to  exist  in  the  city  of  Knoxville 
and  the  surrounding  country  to  the  distance  of  1 mile  from  the  corporate 
limits  of  said  city. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  H.  Carroll : 

H.  C.  YOUNG, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Headquarters, 

Cave  Citi/j  Ky.,  December  12,  1801 — 12  m. 

Lieut.  D.  G.  White, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir  : Yesterday  nioriiiD.G;’  information  reached  me,  through  Southern- 
rights  men  of  Woodsouville  and  vicinity,  that  the  enemy  at  Munford- 
ville  had  commenced  repairing  the  ferry-hoat  which  had  been  sunk  by 
Captain  Morgan,  and  that  parties  of  their  mounted  men  had  been  seen 
trying  tlie  depth  of  the  river  at  different  jioints  within  a distance  of 
half  a mile  above  and  below. 

About  the  same  time  a spy,  whom  I had  sent  to  Greensburg,  returned 
with  the  report  that  Colonel  Hobson  was  at  that  place  with  GOO  men 
(500  infantry,  50  cavalry,  and  two  pieces  of  artillery),  and  that  all  or 
nearly  all  the  troops  had  left  Camx:>bellsville  for  Camp  NTevin,  near 
Nolin,  the  reason  assigned  being  the  intended  advance  ui)on  Bowling 
Green  by  way  of  Munfordville. 

Scouts  sent  to  the  burnt  bridge,  the  point  where  the  Glasgow  and 
Bardstown  road  strikes  the  river,  reported  that  a scouting  party  from 
Bacon  Creek,  between  30  and  50  strong,  had  ajiiieared  there,  but  Avith- 
out  crossing.  At  10  o’clock  I sent  a small  party  of  Colonel  Terry’s 
Bangers  towards  Munfordville,  instructed  to  ascend  Summerseat’s 
Knob,  and  observe  the  position  and  movements  of  the  enemy.  From 
that  eminence,  which  overlooks  Munfordville,  they,  counted  150  Sibley 
tents,  and  saw  smoke  of  camp-fires  ascending  from  behind  ridge  Avhich 
hid  the  tents  there  from  Anew.  The  distance  from  Summerseat  to  Mun- 
fordville is  about  2 miles , not  more.  The  tents  were  counted  by  the  use 
of  a glass,  and  the  number  may  have  been  a few  more  or  less.  Ko 
moA^ement  was  obseiwed  j eA^erything  seemingly  inacth^e. 

At  1 p.  m.  I went  in  person,  with  a party  of  10  men,  to  Eowlett’s  Sta- 
tion, distant  from  Munfordville  between  half  and  three-quarters  of  a 
mile,  intending  to  ascend  EoAvlett’s  Knob  and  observe  the  enemy’s 
camp  from  that  positipn.  Before  reaching  there  it  became  eAddeiit  that 
that  knob  was  occupied  by  Federal  pickets.  I distinctly  saw  4 men  on 
the  projection  which  looks  towards  Horse  Well.  A good  deal  of  time 
was  lost  in  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  cut  them  off*,  and  the  ascent  of 
the  knob  was  not  made.  I reached  Eowlett’s  Station  at  sunset.  It  is 
situated  on  the  ridge  that  connects  Somerset  f'?]  and  Eowlett’s  Knobs, 
and  which  is  most  depressed  where  the  railroad  intersects  it,  forming, 
however,  a bluff*  100  feet  higher  than  the  level  strip  between  its  edge 
and  the  river.  This  intervening  strip  of  IcA^el  ground  is  about  half  a 
mile  wide,  and  is  heavily  timbered  next  to  the  river,  hiding  all  view  of 
the  opposite  side,  except  the  top  of  the  knobs  behind  MuiifordAulle.  I 
ascertained  that  the  ferry-boat  had  been  completed.  We  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  hearing  Hail  Columbia  and  Yankee  Doodle  played  by  General 
Johnson’s  band  during  some  half  hour  or  more. 

Going  towards  Munfordville  I traA^eled  the  Greensburg  road,  w’hich 
is  exceedingly  rough,  and  in  several  places  almost,  if  not  quite,  im- 
passable for  wagons.  Cavalry  may  pass  over  it  without  difliculty. 
After  leaving  the  vicinity  of  Horse  Cave  it  winds  along  the  holloAV 
through  which  the  railroad  passes,  and  which  becomes  more  and  more 
narrow  towards  the  river,  knobs  confining  it  on  both  sides. 

Eeturning,  I came  uiion  this  turiq)ike,  which  passes  by  the  place  and 
crosses  the  knob  just  aboA^e  Woodland,  about  2^  miles  from  here.  For 
a distance  of  3 or  4 miles,  coming  in  this  direction,  it  is  macadamized; 
the  remainder  is  a good  dirt  road;  an  army  might  i)ass  OA^er  it  easily. 

I returned  to  Horse  Well  about  10  o’clock  last  night.  General  Har- 
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dee’s  communication  of  yesterday  readied  me  at  2 tliis  morning.  I have 
moved  my  command  to  tLis  place  as  being  a better  i)ositk)n.  The  Texas 
Kangers  are  encamped  at  Woodland;  the  infantry  half  a mile  this  side; 
Swett’s  artillery  in  wood  at  Middleton’s,  and  Phifer’s  battalion  in  wood 
on  Mammoth  Cave  road,  just  below  this  place.  I have  parties  out  in  the 
direction  of  Alammoth  Cave,  Bear  Wallow,  and  Frederick,  to  protect 
the  agents  of  Bruce  & Co.  in  collecting  beeves,  &c.,  and  to  collect  and 
drive  in  what  they  may  overlook.  I find  it  difficult  to  get  more  forage 
than  is  necessary  for  my  own  command  without  using  infantry  for  that 
purpose,  which  would  scatter  my  force  too  much.  I keep  a party  of 
observation  constantly  thrown  out  towards  the  enemy,  and  think  I 
will  certainly  be  apprised  of  any  attempt  to  cross  in  force.  Any  such 
attempt  might  be  successfully  resisted  if  my  force  was  upon  the  ridge 
at  Bowlett’s  Station,  and  I will  probably  be  able  to  march  them  up  in 
time  from  here.  This  is  a much  better  region  for  forage  and  nearer 
to  our  supplies. 

Very  respectfully, 

T.  C.  HINDMANT, 

Brigadier-General^  Commanding  Advance. 


Abstract  from  return  of  Western  Department,  commanded  by  General  A.  S.  JvJinston,  for 
December  12,  1801,  as  given  by  the  latest  returns. 


Stations. 


Troops. 


Columbus,  Ky. 

Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  and  vicinity.. 


Hopkinsville,  Ky 

Brest onbur"  Ky 

Wartburg,  Tenn 

Nashville,  Tcun.t 

Memphis,  Tenn.t 

Camp  Johnston,  Ark 

Various  camps  in  Alabama,  Ar- 
kansas, Mississippi,  and  Ten- 
nessee. 


Polk’s  command 

Hardee’s  division 

Buckner’s  division 

nar])cr’s  artillery  

Cavalry*  (two  regiments) 

Clark’s  command t 

Marshall’s  commaudt 

Zollicofler’s  division 


McCulloch’s  division, — 

'1  loops  en  route] 

Volunteers  exclusive  of 
tia.t 


Total 


mili- 


Present  for 
duty. 


1,143 

318 

391 

4 

24 


273 


127 


2,  280 


IG,  659 
3.  395 
6,  007 
52 
282 


4, 428 


4,  849 


35.  C72 


21,831 
5,  800 
7,  987 
74 
455 


5, 702 


5,  568 


47,  507 


p,  0 


968 

531 

536 

77 

339 

500 

500 

930 

100 

160 

767 

500 

000 


77,  908 


*No  return  from  one  regiment,  and  its  aggregate  present  and  absent  estimated  in  original  at  800. 
tNo  returns.  Estimated  in  the  original  as  above. 


[Headquarters  Western  Department,] 

Bowling  Green^  December  13,  18G1. 

Gov.  J.  G.  Shorter,  Montgomery.,  Ala.: 

I beg  you  will  send  all  the  troops  you  may  have  assembled  under  my 
late  call  upon  your  excellency"  with  dispatch  to  this  place. 

I except  from  this  number  all  you  may  have  ordered  to  Fort  Henry 
or  the  Tennessee  Eiver.  I have  ordered  the  Seventh  Alabama  from 
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Chattanooga  to  this  place,  and  will  thank  you  to  order  one  of  the  new 
regiments  to  take  its  place  at  Chattanooga  to  guard  the  railway. 

Please  inform  me  what  number  of  troops  I may  expect  to  receive 
from  my  late  call  on  North  Alabama. 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 

General, 


Eichmond,  December  13,  18G1. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  : I arrived  at  Knoxville  about  the  1st  day  of  December,  assumed 
command,  and  established  my  headquarters  there.  At  that  time  Mr. 
W.  G.  Brownlow  was  absent  from  Knoxville,  where  he  resides.  Very 
soon  some  friend  or  friends  of  his  approached  me  on  the  subject  of  his 
return  to  Knoxville,  and  I had  several  interviews  with  the  son  of  Mr. 
Brownlow,  who  was  interceding  and  acting  for  his  father  in  the  prem- 
ises. During  several  days  Mr.  Brownlow’s  son  was  very  importunate 
in  calling  upon  me  and  making  solicitations  in  behalf  of  his  father  of 
some  sort  or  another.  In  the  beginning,  the  letter  of  Mr.  Brownlow 
to  General  Carroll,  dated  November  22,  and  received  about  the  time  of 
my  arrival,  was  handed  to  me  and  discussed  between  myself  and  the 
son  of  Mr.  BrownloAv.  In  this  letter  Mr.  Brownlow  stated  that  he  was 
willing  and  ready  at  any  time  to  stand  a trial  upon  any  points  before 
any  civil  tribunal,  but  sought  protection  from  troops  and  armed  men 
on  a return  to  Knoxville,  denying  at  the  same  time  having  had  any 
connection  with  arming  men  or  with  armed  bodies  of  men  or  with 
bridge-burners  or  bridge-burning.  General  Carroll  also  handed  to  me 
his  reply  to  this  letter. 

In  the  several  interviews  between  the  son  of  Mr.  Brownlow  and  one 
or  more  of  his  friends  and  myself  Mr.  Brownlow’s  innocence  of  any 
treasonable  conduct  was  vouched  as  the  basis  of  any  disposition  to  be 
made  towards  him,  and  I stated  to  Mr.  Brownlow’s  son,  who  was  act- 
ing for  his  father,  that  if  he  came  to  Knoxville  he  must  submit  to  the 
civil  authorities. 

Finally,  about  the  4th  or  5th  of  December,  I think,  Mr.  Baxter,  a 
friend  of  Mr.  Brownlow,  together  with  his  son,  called  upon  me,  and 
Mr.  Baxter  delivered  to  me  an  open  letter  from  yourself,  brought  by 
him,  dated  November  20,  and  referring  to  Mr.  Brownlow’s  departure 
beyond  our  lines.  Thereupon,  and  on  the  solicitations  made  to  me  in 
behalf  of  Mr.  Brownlow,  I directed  my  assistant  adjutant-general  to 
inform  Mr.  Brownlow  in  writing  that  if  he  would  come  to  Knoxville 
within  a given  time  I would  give  him  a passport  and  send  him  with  an 
escort  beyond  our  lines.  I designed  this  escort  to  convey  him  directly 
through  our  lines,  so  that  he  could  see  nothing  of  our  forces  and  forti- 
fications. At  the  given  time  Mr.  Brownlow  came,  and  I made  arrange- 
ments with  him  as  to  the  time  and  manner  of  his  departure,  which 
were  satisfactory  to  him.  I designed  sending  him  off  the  next  day, 
but  he  desired  to  stay  over  a day,  and  on  that  day,  before  his  depart- 
ure, was  arrested  with  a warrant  by  the  civil  authorities  on  a charge 
of  treason. 

Mr.  Brownlow  addressed  a note  tome,  stating  his  arrest,  and  that  he 
had  come  home  upon  my  invitation,  and  claimed  to  be  under  my  pro- 
tection. As  I had  stated  explicitly  to  Mr.  Brownlow’s  son,  who  acted 
for  his  fatlier,  and  who  went  after  and  did  conduct  his  father  into 
town,  that  if  he  came  he  must  submit  to  the  civil  authorities,  and  as 
his  innocence  of  any  treasonable  conduct  was  considered  in  the  arrange- 
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Kients  for  liim,  I directed  one  of  my  aides  to  reply  to  Ids  note  to  the 
effect  that,  in  view  of  all  the  tacts,  I conld  not  interfere  with  tlie  ciril 
authorities  so  as  to  protect  him  from  an  investigation  hy  them  of 
charges  made  in  their  tribunals  against  him,  which  I clearly  under- 
stood from  himself  and  his  friends  he  would  not  seek  to  avoid. 

Of  course,  if  the  civil  authorities  release  Mr.  Brownlow,  1 shall  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  give  him  a passport  and  send  him  with  an  escort  beyond 
our  lines. 

I remain,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

G.  B.  OBITTENDEi^', 

Major-General^  C.  S.  Army, 


War  Department,  G.  S.  A., 

December  13,  1801. 

Major-General  Crittenden,  Richmond^  Va. : 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  verbal  instructions  communicated  to 
you  by  the  President,  you  will  proceed  to  Kentucky  and  assume  com- 
mand of  all  the  forces  now  commanded  by  General  Zollicoffer,  includ- 
ing Carroll’s  brigade  and  the  different  posts  established  by  General 
Zollicoffer  at  Cumberland  Gap  and  other  mountain  passes.  You  Avill 
report  directly  to  General  A.  S.  Johnston  by  letter.  Unless  otherwise 
ordered  by  General  Johnston,  your  command  will  not  include  Eastern 
Tennessee,  Colonel  Leadbetter  having  been  specially  assigned  by  the 
President  to  the  duty  of  maintaining  the  communications  through  that 
district  of  country,  and  ordered  to  assume  the  command  of  the  troops 
necessary  for  guarding  the  line  and  dispersing  the  insurrectionists  and 
bridge-burners ; nor  will  your  command  include  the  forces  under  Gen- 
eral Marshall,  who  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  General  Johnston, 
unless  this  latter  shall  so  direct. 

If  by  chance  you  shall,  however,  be  thrown  into  command  in  any 
part  of  East  Tennessee,  you  will  understand  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  be  to  show  no  further  clemency  to  rebels  in  arms.  All  actually 
engaged  in  bridge-burning  should  be  tried  summarily,  and  executed,  if 
convicted,  by  military  authority.  All  others  captured  with  arms  or 
proven  to  have  taken  up  arms  against  the  Government  are  to  be  sent 
to  Tuscaloosa  as  prisoners  of  war.  All  such  inhabitants  as  are  known 
to  have  been  in  league  with  the  traitors  may  be  pardoned  if  they 
promptly  deliver  up  their  arms  and  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this 
Government.  In  such  event  they  are  to  be  protected  in  their  i^ersons 
and  property;  otherwise  they  should  be  arrested  wherever  found  and 
treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  especially  should  care  be  taken  to  allow 
none  of  them  to  remain  armed.  These  are  the  instructions  substan- 
tially that  have  been  given  to  Colonel  Leadbetter,  under  which  he  has 
been  acting. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BEKJAIMIK, 

' Secretary  of  War, 


Brigade  Headquarters, 
Knoxville,  Term.,  December  13,  18G1. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War^  Richmond,  Ya. : 

Sir  : Your  order  to  me  of  the  10th  instant  to  join  General  Zollicoffer 
immediately  with  all  my  armed  force  reached  me  last  night.  I imme- 
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diately  set  about  making  the  necessary  arrangements  to  carry  the 
same  into  effect,  as  indeed  I had  been  doing  for  some  days  previous, 
under  instructions  from  General  Zollicoffer  himself.  A portion  if  not 
all  of  my  command  would  now  have  been  on  the  march  for  General 
Zollicoffer’s  present  position  but  for  the  unsettled  condition  of  affairs 
in  East  Tennessee,  together  witli  other  obstacles  that  I have  been 
utterly  unable  to  overcome,  though  I have  made  every  possible  exer- 
tion to  that  effect,  but  as  yet  without  success. 

In  justice  to  myself  I feel  that  I may  very  properly  lay  before  you 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  embarrassments  under  which  1 have 
labored  ever  since  I assumed  my  i)resent  command.  When  the  Presi- 
dent did  me  the  honor  to  api)oint  me  a brigadier-general  in  the  Pro- 
visional Army  I confidently^  expected  to  have  had  my  entire  brigade 
thoroughly  armed  within  twenty  days  at  furthest  from  tliat  time,  as  I 
have  taken  every  precaution  to  secure  sufficient  arms  for  tliat  purpose 
while  raising  and  organizing  the  regiments  which  I now  have  the 
honor  to  command.  Early  in  the  month  of  September  I procured 
about  2,000  ordinary  country  rifles,  and  placed  them  in  the  Govern- 
ment armories  at  Memphis,  Nashville,  and  Murfreesborough,  in  order 
to  have  them  altered — made  of  uniform  length  and  caliber,  and  fitted 
with  a sword-bayonet.  At  that  time  I was  assured  by  the  armory 
officers  at  those  places  that  these  guns  would  be  repaired  and  ready 
for  use  by, the  middle  of  October.  On  the  26th  of  that  month  you  tel- 
egraphed to  them  to  lay  aside  all  other  guns  and  put  their  whole  force 
at  work  upon  mine.  This  they  informed  me  they  did;  but  when  I 
received  your  orders  of  the  3d  of  November  to  advance  to  this  place 
and  report  to  General  Zollicoffer  not  a single  gun  had  been  completed. 

The  indications  of  an^  extensive  outbreak  in  East  Tennessee  at  that 
time  were  so  alarming,  that  I deemed  it  unsafe  to  move  my  command 
through  that  country  wholly  unarmed.  I therefore  made  apiflication 
in  every  direction  for  guns  of  any  descriiition,  to  serve  me  until  my 
own  should  be  ready  for  use.  I finally,  after  much  annoj^ance,  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  from  the  arsenal  at  Memphis  about  400  flint-lock 
muskets,  rifles,  and  double-barreled  shot-guns.  With  these,  imj^erfect 
and  almost  worthless  as  they  were,  I advanced  to  Chattanooga,  and 
halted  my  forces  for  a few  days,  for  the  j)uri:)ose  of  dispersing  the  dif- 
ferent bands  of  traitors  who  were  gathering  in  that  vicinity.  This 
object  being  accomplished,  I moved  on  to  this  point.  When  I reached 
here  I found  a general  feeling  of  alarm  and  uneasiness  prevailing 
throughout  the  surrounding  country.  Information  every  day  reached 
me  from  all  points  that  recreant  Tennesseeans,  with  a few  miscreants 
from  other  States,  were  organizing  themselves  into  predatory  bands 
in  the  counties  of  Blount,  Sevier,  Cocke,  Hancock,  Scott,  Campbell, 
and  other  counties  bordering  on  the  North  Carolina  and  Kentucky 
line.  I immediately  sent  out  scouting  parties  of  cavalry,  together 
with  such  small  detachments  of  infancy  as  I could  arm,  to  protect 
and  assist  the  loyal  citizens  of  these  counties  in  driving  these  base 
in  gra  tes  from  their  midst.  These  various  i:>arties  have  succeeded  in 
arresting  many  of  the  rebellious  and  disaffected,  and  bringing  them 
to  this  place  for  trial.  Out  of  the  number  thus  arrested  I have  sent 
and  will  send  about  100,  as  prisoners  of  war,  to  Tuscaloosa.  I have 
for  some  days  past  been  receiving  information,  from  sources  entitled 
to  much  credit,  that  a considerable  force  of  the  enemy  were  threaten- 
ing a descent  from  the  Kentucky  border  upon  the  counties  of  Campbell 
and  Scott,  by  way  of  a small  pass  in  the  mountains  above  Cumberland 
Gap. 
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To  day  I am  in  receipt  of  information,  wliicli  apparently  admits  of 
no  doubt,  that  a body  of  the  enemy,  some  500  strong,  had  attacked  the 
town  of  Huntsville,  and  captured  a company  of  cavalry  stationed  at 
that  place.  Other  less  reliable  reports  place  the  number  of  the  enemy 
at  2,000.  I have  therefore  made  arrangements  to  dispatch  Colonel 
White  there  with  all  the.  armed  force  I can  command,  with  orders  to 
attack  them  if  not  too  strong,  and  if  the  numbers  are  too  great  to  fall 
back  until  I can  re-enforce  him.  The  country  abounds  in  mountain 
passes  and  ravines,  and  a position  well  selected  can  be  easily  held 
against  largely  superior  numbers.  This  movement  will  not  delay  the 
prompt  execution  of  your  order,  as  the  place  mentioned  is  near  my  line 
of  march  to  join  General  Zollicoffer.  During  the  time  I have  been  here 
I have  continued  my  exertions  to  procure  arms  from  every  source  where 
they  were  likely  to  be  obtained,  though  almost  entirely  without  success. 
A few  days  ago  I dispatched  one  of  my  officers  to  General  Johnston, 
at  Bowling  Green,  with  a statement  of  my  condition,  and  an  urgent 
appeal  for  arms  of  some  description,  if  he  should  have  any  at  his  dis- 
l)osal;  but  he  dispatches  me  that  none  are  to  be  had.  I have  also  sent 
a competent  armory  officer  to  Memphis  upon  a similar  mission.  From 
him  I learn  that  500  of  my  rifles  will  be  ready  by  Monday  next.  These 
will  be  forwarded  immediately.  He  further  informs  me  that  the  re- 
mainder will  soon  be  repaired  and  sent  on,  as  they  are  being  pushed 
forward  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Two  hundred  of  those  left  at  Nashville 
were  sent  me  some  days  ago,  but  so  imperfectly  repaired  as  to  be  wholly 
unfit  for  use,  as  you  will  see  from  the  inclosed  report  from  the  ordnance 
officer  at  this  iilace.  The  repairs  on  these  I am  having  completed  here, 
and  will  have  them  finished  as  soon  as  possAjle. 

I have  here  now  three  regiments  fully  organized  and  another  in  pro- 
cess of  formation,  besides  seven  companies  of  cavalry,  amounting  in 
all  to  about  4,000  men,  who  could  be  brought  immediately  into  the  field 
if  I could  only  sujiply  them  with  arms.  Out  of  my  entire  force  I could 
not  muster  more  than  300  men  efiSciently  armed.  A few  hundred  more 
have  old  hunting  guns,  but  they  are  of  little  or  no  service  in  their  pres- 
ent condition.  1 still  hope  that  all  my  guns  will  be  ready  in  a very 
short  time.  I send  to  Richmond  Lieut.  Col.  E.  J.  Golladay,  one  of  my 
best-informed  and  most  discreet  officers,  to  represent  to  you  more  fully 
the  true  condition  of  my  command.  His  suggestions  may  perhaps  be  of 
service  in  shaping  the  policy  proper  to  pursue  in  the  region  of  country 
of  which  I have  spoken. 

For  a detailed  statement  of  the  operations  of  my  command  since  tak- 
ing the  field,  together  with  an  account  of  all  the  other  forces  now  in  East 
Tennessee,  I beg  to  call  yonr  attention  to  my  report  made  to  Maj.  Gen. 
G.  B.  Crittenden  on  the  9th  instant,  and  by  him  forwarded  to  the  office 
of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General.  Colonel  Golladay  can  also  give 
you  mucii  valuable  information  of  the  strength,  condition,  &c.,  of  the 
different  commands  in  this  portion  of  the  State,  together  with  the  state 
of  public  feeling  and  real  condition  of  the  country  here. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  respectfully, 

WM.  H.  CARROLL, 
Brigadier- General^  (7.  S.  Army. 


Knoxville,  December  13,  18G1. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  Carroll: 

Sir  : I have  to  report  that  the  rifles,  about  200  in  number,  which 
were  left  with  me  to  have  the  bayonets  attached  are  unfit  for  duty,  for 
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tlie  following  reasons : They  arc  different  size  bore,  which  renders  it 
impossible  to  get  ammunition  suitable.  Many  of  the  locks  are  in  bad 
order;  some  entirely  worthless;  some  witliout  rammers,  and  none  of 
them  fit  for  use.  The  springs  upon  the  bayonets  are  worthless,  being 
made  of  iron,  when  they  ought  to  be  steel.  They  will  have  to  be  almost 
entirely  refitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  n.  WAERE^T, 

Ordnance  Officer. 


Prestonbueg,  Ky.,  Becemher  13,  18G1. 
General  A.  Sidney  Johnston,  Bowling  Green: 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I have  arrived  at 
this  place,  now  some  days  since,  and  have  encamped  in  this  vicinity 
with  the  small  command  under  my  charge.  I stated  in  my  first  letter 
to  you  that  it  was  the  design  of  the  Department  of  War,  in  giving  me 
this  command,  that  it  should  be  a separate  command,  subject  only  to 
your  own  orders,  and  that  I was  instructed  to  report  to  you  for  instruc- 
tions. Subsequently  I received  from  Major-General  Crittenden  a brief 
notification  that  he  assumed  command  of  these  forces,  &c.  I applied 
through  a friend  to  the  Department  to  know  if  the  understanding  Avith 
me  was  so  soon  set  aside,  and  I learn  in  reply  that — 

It  was  not  the  instruction  of  the  Department  to  assign  your  (my)  district  to  the  com- 
mand of  Major-General  Crittenden.  Yon  (1)  were  to  report  to  General  A.  S.  Johnston, 
to  be  subject  to  his  orders,  and  to  the  orders  of  no  other  general,  unless  they  came  thi-ongh 
or  from  him.  * ^ ^ You  are  to  obey  no  orders  from  any  other  officer  of  superior 

rank  except  Johnston,  unless  first  notified  by  the  Department  of  your  being  put  under 
his  command.  I am  informed  by  Mr.  Benjamin  that  the  appointment  of  Major-General 
Crittenden  was  not  intended  to  interfere  with  your  sphere  of  duty  or  efficiency  in  ac- 
complishing your  object.  It  is  the  wish  of  the  Department  that  you  (I)  should 
strengthen  your  column  to  the  utmost  of  your  ability,  &c. 

The  foregoing  extracts  are  from  a letter  to  me  written  by  Hon.  A.  H. 
Stepheus,  Vice-President,  as  the  result  of  his  conversations  with  the 
Secretary  of  War  touching  my  position  here  and  the  conditions  under 
Avhich  I was  placed  here.  I may  as  well  remark  here,  general,  that  had 
I been  offered  a commission  of  brigadier  in  a column  of  Major-General 
Crittenden  I should  not  have  accepted  it ; and  my  entry  was  upon  the 
basis  that  I was  to  have  the  conduct  of  a column  subject  to  your  orders, 
which  subalternship  was  perfectly  agreeable  to  me. 

I hope  Avith  this  frank  explanation  that  it  Avill  be  agreeable  to  you  to 
permit  me  to  increase  the  capacity  of  this  column  to  the  utmost  of  my 
ability,  assured  that  it  will  always  afford  me  satisfaction  to  co-operate 
Avith  Major-General  Crittenden,  or  any  other  officer  having  charge  of 
the  public  interest,  in  promoting  the  Avelfare  of  the  service. 

I receiA'ed,  through  Major-General  Crittenden,  your  telegram  asking 
for  all  the  men  I could  spare  without  stripping  the  command  to  its  ruin, 
and  I placed  the  Fifty -sixth  Virginia  Pegiment  at  the  discretion  of 
General  Crittenden,  though  in  extreme  risk  of  ruining  the  command, 
AA’hether  it  is  actually  emplo3Tff  or  not,  and  to  the  utter  prevention  of 
any  large  enterprise  on  my  part.  I have  noAv  onl}^  about  1,250  men 
with  me.  Moore^s  regiment  has  not  yet  passed  Clinch  PiA^er,  and  it  is 
said  will  not  unless  the  men  are  first  paid.  I think  it  is  a great  pity 
tliat  I liaA^e  not  strength  enough  to  penetrate  to  Blount  Sterling  and 
hold  it.  It  would  at  once  call  off  from  your  lino  a much  larger  number 
of  men  than  I employ.  If  you  can  let  Colonel  Stuart’s  regiment  return  I 
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will  be  mucli  obliged  to  you  for  it,  and  also  for  any  other  regiments  you 
can  spare  to  aid  me  in  developing  this  column. 

1 am,  truly,  &c., 

n.  MARSHALL, 
Brigadier- General^  C.  S.  Army, 


Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Bccemhcr  13,  18C1. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War : 

Dear  Sir:  My  letter  to  you  of  the  3d  instant  was  hastily  and  incon- 
siderately written,  and  I regret  the  strong  and  intemperate  language 
used;  and  inasmuch  as  no  exceptions,  except  the  most  mild  and  gentle- 
manly terms,  have  been  taken  to  that  letter,  I feel  myself  under  the 
more  obligations  to  make  an  apology. 

I have  been  peculiarly  situated  here  in  East  Tennessee.  My  fight 
with  the  Lincoliiites  for  the  last  eight  months  has  been  as  severe  a 
conflict  as  any  this  war  will  record.  I have  not  only  held  possession 
of  the  East  Tennessee  and  Georgia  Road  against  the  will  of  the  Lincoln 
portion  of  my  stockholders,  and  for  a long  time  guarded  our  bridges 
with  troops  in  our  own  i)ay,  but  I have  worked  the  road  all  the  time 
in  the  fiice  of  this  violent  and  threatening  oi)position,  and  never  once 
failed  to  carry  through  both  troops  and  munitions  and  i)rovisions 
without  delay.  Moreover,  when  the  East  Tennessee  and  Virginia  com- 
pletely broke  down,  I did  not  hesitate  to  shoulder  that  responsibility, 
and  by  superhuman  efforts  operated  it  also,  to  what  advantage  to  the 
Army  you  are  aware.  Under  all  these  circumstances,  worn  down  by 
excitement  and  labor,  I am  sometimes  thrown  off*  my  guard.  AYlien 
the  Hessians  burned  my  bridges,  Colonel  Myers  immediately  wrote  me 
to  know  what  aid  I needed.  Not  wanting  to  tax  any  one  with  my 
work,  I answered  promi)tly,  ^^None  other  than  to  send  me  funds  due 
for  work  done  for  the  Confederate  States.’^  Colonel  Ashe  came  along; 
I gave  him  the  same  answer,  and  he  assured  me  our  money  should  be 
paid,  and  on  his  arrival  at  Richmond  telegraphed  me  to  send  McClung 
immediately  for  our  money.  I sent  McClung,  and  was  astonished  to 
receive  by  telegraph  from  him  the  news  that  Colonel  Myers  not  only 
repudiated  Ashe’s  contract  vith  the  roads,  but  it  would  be  days  before 
he  woidd  be  able  to  send  me  money.  This,  in  addition  to  the  fact  that 
captains,  majors,  colonels,  &c.,  were  ordering  our  trains  in  and  out, 
hazarding  life  and  imoperty,  and  leaving  me  no  control  of  either  road 
or  ferries,  and  then  the  order  from  Riclimoiid  to  guard  Browulow,  the 
prince  of  bridge-burning  Lincoliiites,  over  the  mountains  in  safety,  all 
conspired  to  put  out  of  humor  much  more  even-tempered  men  than 
myself.  The  truth  is  I felt  that  under  such  circumstances  I would  retire 
and  let  others  take  my  place.  So  you  see  I have  some  excuse  for  my 
bad  letter. 

I regret  that  I have  had  hard  thoughts  towards  Colonel  Myers,  for  I 
will  say  that  he  has  all  the  time  treated  me  with  great  kindness  and 
courtesy. 

I will  not  bore  you  further.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  I am  all  right  again, 
and  at  your  service  in  any  honorable  way  my  iioor  abilities  can  be 
used. 

In  two  weeks  I will  have  a better  bridge  than  the  one  destroyed. 

Truly,  yours, 

0.  WALLACE. 


CiiAr.  XYTI.  1 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — CONFEDERATE. 


760 


Headquarters  Western  DepvVrtment, 

Boivling  Green^  Ky.^  Becemher  IG,  38G1. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  Our  force  lias  been  augmented  to-day  by  tlie  arrival  of  2,000 
sixty-days’  men  from  Mississippi,  under  the  command  of  General  P. 
Davis,  mating  our  force  about  15,500  effective  men. 

The  enemy  have  rebuilt  Bacon  Creek  Bridge,  and  their  trains  noAv 
come  to  Green  Elver,  where  a large  number  of  workmen  are  employed 
in  rebuilding  the  railroad  bridge. 

Our  pickets  are  pushed  forward  to  the  river.  Hindman,  with  about 
1,200  men,  and  Terry’s  cavalry  are  at  Cave  City,  covering  the  collec- 
tion of  cattle  and  forage.  The  enemy  in  considerable  force  occuiiy  the 
north  bank  of  Green  Eiver,  but  show  no  disposition  to  cross  yet.  Idiey 
Avill,  I think,  await  the  completion  of  the  bridge.  They  are  also  con 
centrating  at  Greensburg  and  Columbia.  Terry’s  scouts  yesterday, 
near  Munfordville,  captured  3 men  of  the  enemy’s  pickets,  Avounding 
2 seA^erely. 

GoAxrnor  Harris  was  here  yesterday.  He  informed  me  that  there 
are  now  organized  in  the  Aucinity  of  Nashville  about  seA^en  regiments 
ready  to  take  the  field,  but  some  delay  Avill  occur  in  arming  them,  on 
account  of  the  condition  of  the  arms  which  haA^e  been  collected  in  the 
country.  I Avill  send  him  all  the  gunsmiths  I can  find  in  our  ranks. 

I desire  to  know  if  the  Government  will  pay  $8,000  per  month  for  a 
continuation  of  leaders  in  two  inlluential  journals  at  Louisville  oppos- 
ing the  emancipation  of  slaves.  It  is  suggested  that  this  arrangement 
may  be  accomplished.  It  may  be  worth  the  trial.  Answer  yes  or  no 
by  telegram.  I keep  no  copy  of  this. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  serA’ant, 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 
General^  C.  S.  Army, 


Hdqrs.  Pirst  Division,  Western  Department, 

ColumhuSj  Ky.^  Becemher  IG,  18G1. 

[General  Polk?]: 

General  : In  compliance  with  your  instructions  to  report  the 
knowledge  I possess  of  troops  lying  in  the  country  to  our  rear  I report 
as  follows : 

Three  companies  of  caAmlry,  commanded  by  Major  Clinton,  Grenada, 
Miss,  j Captain  Stock’s  comiiany  of  cavalry,  Paris,  Tenn.;  Captain 
Clay’s  company  of  caAmlry,  ordered  by  me  to  Union  City,  Temi.;  Cap- 
tain Eobertson’s  company  of  cavalry,  in  Brownsville;  three  thousand 
infantry  at  Grenada,  Miss.,  reported  to  me  as  armed  and  equipped ; 
seA^eral  thousand  in  North  Alabama.  General  Samuel  D.  Weakley,  the 
mustering  officer,  apiiointed  by  myself  and  approved  by  General  John- 
ston, or  Colonel  Foster,  can  giA^e  the  force.  His  (Weakley’s)  address  is 
Florence  or  Tuscumbia,  Ala. 

GID.  J.  PILLOW, 
Brigadier- General^  C.  S.  Army. 


Knoxville,  Becemher  IG,  18G1. 

S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

General  Zollicoffer  is  threatened  by  a much  superior  force  in  front 
and  one  nearly  equal  on  his  left  Hank.  He  has  been  ordered  by  me  to 
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recross  the  river.  He  asks  fSr  six  pieces,  24-ponnders  or  8-inch  how- 
itzers. Colonel  PowelPs  regiment  has  been  ordered  from  the  railroad 
to  join  Zollicoffer  immediately,  and  Colonel  Leadbetter  informed,  so 
that  he  can  replace  the  guard  it  withdra  ws.  To  make  General  CarrolFs 
brigade  ehective  it  is  necessary  to  obtain  800  muskets,  which  are 
known  to  be  in  ordnance  office  at  Memphis.  Please  order  William  E. 
Hunt,  ordnance  officer  at  that  point,  to  forward  them  immediately  to 
this  place,  subject  to  my  order.* 

G.  B.  CEITTENDEN, 

Major-  General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Western  Departiment, 

Columbus^  Ky.^  December  16,  1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  TTar,  Richmond.^  Ya. : 

Sir  : I am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say  that  he 
wishes  to  know  what  action  he  shall  take  with  regard  to  the  Branch  Bank 
of  Kentucky  at  this  place.  He  has  caused  a statement  of  the  affairs  of 
the  bank  to  be  made  to  him  by  the  cashier,  and  there  is  at  this  time 
in  the  vaults  of  the  bank,  in  coin  and  bank  notes,  nearly  $50,000.  The 
State  of  Kentucky  owns  one-fourth  of  the  stock  of  the  bank,  and  to 
that  extent,  even  had  the  stockholders  taken  no  action,  the  assets  of 
the  bank  would  have  been  subject  to  the  law  applicable  to  alien  ene- 
mies; but  the  bank  itself,  as  you,  perhaps,  are  aware,  [advanced?] 
$5,000,000  to  carry  on  the  Lincoln  war.  The  general,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, desires  instructions  from  the  Department,  and  would  be 
pleased  to  have  them  by  telegraph. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Polk: 

W.  B.  ETCHMOKD, 

» Aide-de-Camp^  C.  S.  Army. 


Montgomery,  December  16,  1861. 

J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War: 

General  A.  S.  Johnston  has  made  requisition  on  Alabama  for  troo])S, 
which  can  be  armed  with  rifles  or  shot-guns.  State  arms  exhausted. 
Our  people  wonT  give  up  private  arms  without  compensation,  which 
we  have  no  authority  to  make.  Will  Confederate  Government  make 
such  compensation  ? How  and  when  paid  ? 

JNO.  GILL  SHOETEE. 


Eichmond,  Va.,  December  16,  1861. 
Governor  Shorter,  Montgomery.,  Ala.: 

This  Government  will  pay  for  all  small-arms,  rifles,  and  shot-guns 
that  may  be  brought  into  service  at  fair  valuations,  made  by  our  ord-  < 
nance  officers,  on  the  delivery  of  the  arms  or  on  the  muster  of  the  troops ' 
into  service  for  the  war.  We  will  not  pay  for  arms  for  twelve -months’  ? 
men. 

J.  P.  BEKJAMIK, 

Secretary  of  War.  i 

■ II 


So  ordered  same  day. 
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Grenada,  Miss.,  December  IG,  18G1. 

Maj.  Gen.  Leonidas  Polk: 

Whole  force,  1,850  infantry,  5G  cavalry,  mostly  armed  with  double- 
barrel  guns,  but  few  cartridge-boxes,  haversacks,  or  knapsacks ; poorly 
supplied  with  ammunition ; some  guns  out  or  order,  but  have  a smith. 
One  regiment  now  at  Union  City.  Confederate  commissary  refuses  to 
subsist  them  j start  another  regiment  with  cavalry  to-morrow;  another 
next  day,  if  I succeed  in  getting  tents  and  transportation.  Will  you 
direct  the  subsistence  of  my  command  at  Union  City.  This  must  be 
done  at  once,  as  the  regiment  there  have  no  means. 

J.  L.  ALCOEI^, 

[Brigadier -General^  Army  of  Mississi]ypi.\ 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  C.  A.  Ky., 

No.  273.  1 Bowling  Green^  December  17,  18G1. 

During  the  temporary  absence  of  General  S.  B.  Buckner  General  J. 
C.  Breckinridge  assumes  command  of  this  division. 

JOHN  C.  BBECKINRIDGE, 

Brigadier-  General, 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Biclmond,  December  17,  18G1. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  Carroll,  Knoxville,  Tenn, : 

Sir  : Your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  containing  an  account  of  the 
difficulties  which  have  hitherto  prevented  the  movement  of  your  bri- 
gade, has  been  handed  to  me  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Golladay.  The 
principal  difQculty  seems  to  be  that  your  regiments  are  unarmed,  and  I 
am  unable  to  discover  from  your  statements  that  you  are  much  nearer 
a capacity  for  movement  now  than  you  were  two  months  ago.  Your 
troops  are  enlisted  but  for  twelve  months,  and  to  such  troops  we  never 
furnish  arms.  At  least  one-fourth  of  the  term  of  your  men  has  passed 
away,  and  nearly  the  entire  expenditure  of  the  Government  is  a dead 
loss  up  to  the  present  time.  It  is  impossible  for  us  to  carry  on  a war 
at  such  an  enormous  expenditure  as  is  involved  in  receiving  twelve- 
months^  men  without  arms.  I will  allow  you  till  the  10th  of  January 
to  complete  the  armament  of  your  regiments,  and  at  that  date  I shall 
order  all  unarmed  companies  and  regiments  to  be  disbanded.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Golladay  has  inquired  of  me  in  relation  to  obtaining 
arms  from  this  Government,  but  we  give  none  whatever  to  any  but 
troops  enlisted  for  the  war.  If  your  men  will  now  enlist  for  the  war 
they  will  be  entitled  to  receive  the  bounty  of  $50  allowed  by  Congress, 
and  I will  endeavor  to  aid  in  arming  them;  but,  if  not,  aU  that  are 
unarmed  must  be  disbanded  on  the  10th  of  J anuary. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Attorney-General^s  Office, 

K^ioxville,  Tenn,,  December  17,  18G1. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va, : 

Sir  : I received  your  letter  dated  the  10th,  and  would  have  answered 
it  sooner,  but  have  been  waiting  until  I received  a statement  from 
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Colonel  Toole,  wliicli  came  to  hand  to-day,  wliicli  I inclose  to  yon. 
Colonel  Toole  is  a gentleman  of  liigli  standing,  and  his  statement  can  be 
fully  relied  ni^on.  It  will  be  seen  from  his  note  to  me  that  the  conver- 
sation was  had  with  Brownlow  on  the  first  Monday  of  November,  and 
that  was  before  the  bridges  were  burned.  It  also  shows  that  he  must 
have  had  some  knowledge  of  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  invade 
Tennessee.  I also  send  you  a copy  of  his  paper  of  May  21,  with  the 
article  marked.  You  will  see  from  reading  it  that  if  ceitain  things  are 
done  he  advises  that  the  railroads  should  be  destroyed.  I think  he 
was  the  first  man  in  East  Tennessee  that  made  the  suggestion  in  regard 
to  the  destruction  of  the  railroads.  I also  send  you  the  last  pai)er  he 
issued,  with  the  article  marked.  You  will  see  from  his  editorial  that 
he  retracts  nothing  he  has  said,  but  indorses  all  that  he  heretofore 
had  written.  I also  inclose  you  the  Eepublican  Banner,  marked,  con- 
taining a letter  Avritten  after  he  stopped  the  lAublication  of  his  paper. 
You  will  see  from  this  letter  that  he  has  gone  to  Blount,  Sevier,  Cocke, 
and  Granger  Counties,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  accounts,  when  in 
point  of  fact  lie  only  went  into  Blount  and  ScAuer,  and  there  remained 
with  the  most  disloyal  citizens  until  after  the  bridges  Avere  burned,  and 
did  not  return  until  the  rebellion  was  to  a great  extent  crushed  out. 
So  far  as  I have  been  able  to  learn  his  arrest  has  been  approved  of  by 
the  public,  and  in  my  opinion  it  has  had  a good  effect.  As  an  index 
to  public  sentiment  I send  you  the  Knoxville  Eegister,  containing  ex- 
tracts from  other  papers  about  his  arrest.  I still  think  (as  I stated  to 
you  in  my  last  letter)  that  it  would  be  proper  that  he  should  be  sent  to 
Tuscaloosa,  but  will  cheerfully  dispose  of  the  case  according  to  your 
own  better  judgment.  You  will  please  return  the  newspapers  when 
you  are  done  Avith  them. 

Yours,  truly, 

J.  C.  EAMSAY, 

C.  S.  District  Attorney 


[Inclosure.] 


General  J.  C.  Eamsay  : 


Maryville,  December  17,  1861. 


Dear  Sir  : At  your  request  I state  that  in  conversation  with  William 
G.  Brownlow,  on  the  first  Monday  of  November,  at  the  ford  of  Little 
Eiver,  in  Blount  County,  I asked  him  for  the  news  at  Knoxville.  He 
remarked  that  his  son  John  had  just  returned  from  NashAulle,  and  that 
the  Federals  had  entire  possession  of  Missouri;  that  Jeff.  Thompson 
Avas  in  Memphis ; that  they  (the  Federals)  would  soon  have  possession 
of  Nashville  and  ClarksAulle,  and  Knoxville  would  be  destroyed.  The 
aboA^e  is  the  purport,  and,  as  well  as  I noAY  recollect,  the  language  used. 

Your  friend, 

JAS.  M.  TOOLE. 


Brigade  Headquarters, 

Beech  Grove^  Ky.j  December  17,  1861. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Mack  all. 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Bowling  Green^  Ky.: 

Sir:  Your  messenger  was  started  back  on  the  13th  instant,  via 
Burkesville  and  Glasgow,  with  an  escort  of  60  cavalrymen,  directed  to 
go  to  the  latter  place.  He  bore  a dispatch  giAung  you  a list  of  33  pris- 
oners I send  to  Nashville,  to  be  disposed  of  as  General  Johnston  may 
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direct.  I liave  uo  advices  from  Major  Wyun,  but  suppose  tbe  steamer 
to  arri^'e  at  Waitsborougli  ou  the  18th  will  be  freighted  with  stores  for 
us.  Have  sent  a large  train  of  wagons  and  made  ami^le  arrangements 
for  a guard.  Ten  of  the  prisoners  captured  were  taken  on  the  11th 
instant  by  an  expedition  I sent  down  to  Louisville,  on  the  north  side  of 
the  river,  and  about  30  miles  from  here.  Our  i^arty  killed  3 others. 
The  enemy  had  posted  a small  body  of  men  there  behind  a breastwork 
and  with  a flag  flying,  who  had  annoyed  our  cavalry  across  the  river 
at  Eowena  when  patrolling  in  that  direction.  Louisville  is  15  miles 
from  Columbia.  Our  only  loss  was  one  man  accidentally  drowned. 

The  river  is  now  low  and  fordable  in  many  places.  There  are  now 
known  to  be  seven  infantry  regiments  at  Somerset.  The  enemy  has 
advanced  strong  posts  to  Fishing  Creek,  and  their  scouting  parties 
approach  to  within  a few  miles  of  our  camp.  The  stage  of  the  river 
and  the  value  of  our  supply  trains  render  it  necessary,  in  my  opinion,  to 
keep  two  regiments  on  the  Mill  Springs  side  of  the  river.  I therefore 
have  but  four  and  a half  regiments  on  this  bank.  Had  the  reserve  of 
PowelFs  regiment,  Wood’s  battalion,  and  McClung’s  battery  been  sent 
on,  as  1 ordered,  I could  have  advanced.  But  I can  hear  nothing  offi- 
cial from  Knoxville  of  them.  For  a day  or  two  past  my  information 
leads  to  the  suspicion  that  the  enemy  contemplate  an  early  attack  upon 
this  position. 

Very  respectfully, 

F.  K.  ZOLLICOFFEK, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green,,  December  18,  1861. 

Major-General  Hardee, 

Commanding  Central  Army,  of  Kentuclcy  : 

General  : General  Johnston  resumes  the  immediate  military  com- 
mand of  this  army.  The  administration  is  devolved  on  the  commanders 
of  divisions. 

Please  make  a return  of  the  troops  as  they  stand  to-day. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

^ W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Kote. — The  formal  order  will  be  issued.  You  will  please  notify  Gen- 
eral Buckner. 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green,,  Deeemher  18,  1861. 

General  Polk,  Columhus: 

Send  to  this  place  5,000  of  your  best  infantry  by  rail  direct.  If  it 
will  facilitate,  send  a portion  by  Kashville.  Telegrai^h  to  Kashville  and 
Memphis  for  transportation.  Answer. 

A.  S.  JOHKSTOY. 


Columbus,  Ky.,  December — ,*1861. 

General  Johnston: 

I have  barely  12,000  men  at  this  post.  I have  been  working  day  and 
night  to  put  it  in  a condition  to  enable  me  to  hold  it  against  the  heavy 
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force  now  concentrated  at  Cairo  and  threatening  to  attack  me  in  the 
next  four  days.  I have  information  to  that  effect  just  from  Cairo 
within  the  last  hour.  I was  on  the  eve  of  calling  upon  you  to  send  me 
3,000  men  immediately  to  enable  [me]  to  hold  my  position.  It  will  take 
that  to  make  the  position  safe.  I am  fully  posted  as  to  the  strength  of 
the  enemy.  To  send  the  force  ordered  would  be  to  sacrifice  this  com- 
mand and  to  throw  open  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  Generals  Pillow, 
Cheatham,  and  McCown  are  all  present  and  unite  with  me  in  this  opin- 
ion. Answer. 

L.  POLK. 


General  Polk: 

Your  dispatch  received. 


Bowling  Green,  December  19,  1861. 

My  order  to  you  is  revoked.  Acknowledge. 

A.  S.  JOHKSTOK. 


C.  S.  Engineer  Office, 
Bowling  Green^  December  19,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  W.  Mackall, 

Adjutant- General^  Western  Department^  Bowling  Green: 


Sir  : In  compliance  with  General  Johnston’s  verbal  orders  to  deter- 
mine what  would  be  a proper  strength  for  the  garrisons  of  the  works 
at  this  place  and  report  the  same  to  him  I have  to  propose  the  follow- 
ing for  the  works,  viz : 


Men. 

On  College  Hill 1,000 

On  Baker’s  Hill 700 

On  Webb’s  Hill 300 

On  Vinegar  Hill 1.50 

On  Grider’s  HiU 75 

On  Underwood’s  Hill 75 


Men.  , 

On  Price’s  Hill 50  4 

On  Buckner’s  Hill 100  j 

On Hill 75  3 

For  a reserve 1,  475  J 


Making  a total  of 4,  000  ^ 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  GILMER, 

Major ^ and  Chief  Engineer  Western  Department. 


Knoxville,  December  19,  1861. 

S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector- General : 

On  inspecting  the  arms  of  White’s  regiment  of  Carroll’s  brigade, 
preparatory  to  its  marching,  more  than  half  were  found  wholly  unserv- 
iceable and  most  of  the  remainder  unfit  for  service.  This  was  the 
first  regiment  ordered  forward,  and  consequently  cannot  go. 

G.  B.  CRITTEKDEK, 

Major-General. 


Attorney-General’s  Office, 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  December  19,  1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Ya. : 

Sir:  Since  I last  wrote  you  I have  received  a letter  from  J.  G. 
Wallace,  esq.,  of  Blount  County,  in  regard  to  Brownlow’s  recent  trip. 


I 
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I coDsider  the  letter  of  importance,  and  have  thought  it  proper  to  send 
it  to  you.  Mr.  W allace  is  a gentleman  of  high  standing,  and  his  state- 
ments can  he  fully  relied  upon. 

Yours,  truly, 

J.  C.  EAMSAY, 

C.  S.  District  Attorney. 


[Inclosure.] 

Maryville,  December  18,  18G1. 

General  J.  C.  Eamsay  : 

Dear  Sir  : I take  occasion  now  to  answer  the  inquiries  contained  in 
your  letter  of  the  14th  instant. 

After  BrowQlow  came  to  this  county  we  availed  ourselves  of  ever}’ 
opportunity  to  find  out  about  his  sayings  and  doings,  but  he  so 
covered  over  his  trail  that  we  ha^  e been  able  to  ascertain  but  little 
concerning  him.  On  the  first  Monday  of  November,  the  Monday 
immediately  preceding  the  bridge-burning,  some  300  to  500  persons 
vrere  in  town,  most  all  of  whom  were  Union  men.  It  was  the  day 
of  our  quorum  county  court,  at  which  not  more  tlian  a score  or  two  of 
persons  usually  attend.  We  did  not  understand  the  occasion  of  so 
many  persons,  and  especially  Union  men,  assembling,  and  at  first  sup- 
posed they  had  mistaken  the  day  Baxter  was  to  speak,  and  had  come 
to  hear  him.  Upon  making  inquiry,  we  found  that  that  was  not  the 
case ; that  they  knew  he  was  to  speak  the  next  day,  and,  furthermore, 
we  learned  for  the  first  time  that  they  were  not  going  to  vote  for 
Baxter,  but  still  we  could  not  ascertain  on  what  business  or  for  what 
purpose  they  had  all  come  to  town. 

About  11  o’clock  Bro willow  and  old  Parson  Cummings  came  in  and 
put  up  at  Eev.  Mr.  Dowell’s.  Inunediately  after  their  arrival  there 
was  a general  going  to  see  them  at  Dowell’s  by  the  Unionites.  Cau- 
cuses and  private  conferences  were  the  order  of  that  day  and  night. 
We  could  learn  nothing  that  Brownlow  was  saying.  His  companion 
(Cummings),  however,  in  the  course  of  the  day  told  a friend  of  his,  a 
Union  man  and  a brother  in  the  church,  that  the  Federal  Army  would 
be  at  Knoxville  the  last  of  that  week  j that  Brownlow  had  left  Knox- 
ville until  its  arrival,  and  that  as  soon  as  the  Army  reached  there  he 
was  going  back  and  resume  the  publication  of  his  paper.  He  assured 
his  friend  that  this  might  be  relied  on ; that  he  had  received  it  from  a 
reliable  source,  and  there  was  no  doubt  of  it.  Whatever  might  have 
been  the  occasion  of  the  assemblage,  we  discovered  very  clearly  that 
there  was  something  going  on  that  pleased  the  Union  men  exceedingly. 
They  seemed  in  very  good  spirits,  and  more  confident  and  defiant  than 
they  had  been  for  months. 

The  next  morning  the  news  was  brought  to  town — at  least  we  Southern 
men  heard  it  then  for  the  first  time — that  the  Federal  Army  was  at 
Jamestown,  12,000  strong,  and  coming  on  to  Knoxville.  About  10 
o’clock  that  morning  Brownlow  and  Cummings  and  a man  by  the  name 
of  Mainis  left  town  for  the  mountains.  They  went  that  night  to  Snider’s, 
in  Tuckaleeche  Cove.  The  next  day  they  went  into  Weir’s  Cove,  in 
Sevier  County.  There  they  parted,  Brownlow  remaining  in  the  cove, 
and  Cummings  and  Mainis  going  over  toward  Waldron’s  Creek.  On 
that  day  Mainis  told  a man  by  the  name  of  Waters  siibstantially  the 
same  thing  Cummings  had  told  Jennings.  I have  no  doubt  they  told 
the  same  thi  ig  to  many  others,  but  we  have  tried  them  long  enough  in 
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similar  cases  to  know  that  the  Union  men  will  give  no  evidence  against 
each  other,  and  especially  against  their  leaders. 

On  the  ]\Ionday  morning  after  the  bridges  were  burned  the  news  was  • 
circulated  in  our  town.  Shortly  thereafter  Dowell,  at  whose  house 
Bro willow  had  staid,  left  for  the  coves,  and  the  next  day  or  the  day 
after  Mainis,  who  in  the  mean  time  had  returned,  left  also.  He  after- 
ward sent  back  after  his  family,  and  has  never  returned.  One  remark- 
able fact  and  coincidence  is  that  very  many  of  those  vdio  vrcre  in  town 
the  day  Brownlow  was  here  were  engaged  in  the  raid  to  Sevier  County 
on  the  Monday  and  Tuesday  after  the  burning  of  the  bridges. 

Another  circumstance  I will  mention.  On  the  Monday  morning  the 
news  was  circulating  in  town  of  the  bridges  being  burned  a Mr.  Sesler,  a 
respectable  citizen  of  the  place,  was  telling  the  new^s  in  his  family.  A 
servant  girl,  a white  woman,  living  in  his  family,  instantly  remarked, 
“La  me!  Phoebe  Smith  told  me  at  the  spring  last  Wednesday  that  the 
bridges  were  to  be  burned  Friday  night,  but  I didn’t  believe  it.”  Upon 
inquiry  of  Mr.  Sesler  she  related  the  following  facts:  She  was  at  the 
spring  on  the  Wednesdaj^  before  the  bridges  Avere  burned.  There  she 
met  Phoebe  Smith,  a white  seiAmiit  girl  living  in  Mr.  DoAvell’s  family. 
Phoebe  remarked,  “They  Avere  all  going  to  the  mountains  shortly.” 

“ What  for  P’  “ The  Northern  Army  is  coming.”  “ Hoav  do  you  knoAV  ? ” 
“Mr.  BrownloAV  and  Mr.  Cummings  and  some  other  gentlemen  AA^ere  at 
our  house  the  other  day,  and  Mr.  DoAvell  had  some  papers  in  his  hand, 
and  asked  me  to  go  out  of  the  room.  I went  out,  and  they  locked  the 
door.  I Avent  back  and  put  my  ear  to  the  key-hole,  and  heard  Mr. 
DoAAxll  reading  something  ^bout  the  Federal  Army  coming  and  about 
the  bridges  going  to  be  burned  Friday  night.” 

Mr.  Sesler  came  back  up  in  tOAvn  and  veiy  foolishly  made  these  facts 
l)ublic.  In  a short  time  Dowell  came  down  the  street  and  gave  notice 
that  the  girl  Phoebe  Smith  denied  having  made  any  such  statement, 
and  in  an  hour  or  tAVO  Dowell  left  toAvn,  as  before  stated.  The  girl 
Phoebe  has  since  been  seen  and  talked  to  on  the  subject.  She  continues 
to  deny  the  truth  of  the  statement  of  the  girl  at  Sesler’s,  the  latter, 
hoAv^ever,  still  asserting  most  positi\"ely  that  they  did  haA^e  such  a con- 
Axrsation . The  characters  of  the  tAAm  girls  are  equally  good.  They  are 
both  obscure,  and  nothing  much  CA^er  liaAdng  been  known  or  said  about 
either,  neither  one  of  them,  I presume,  could  be  impeached.  Whether 
there  is  truth  in  the  statement  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  express  an 
opinion.  It  is  very  difficult  to  imagine  hoAV  an  ignorant  servant  girl 
could  instantly  manufacture  such  a tale,  and  make,  as  it  Avere,  a spon- 
taneous expression  of  it  upon  hearing  the  ncAvs  Sesler  was  telling,  Avhile 
we  might  imagine  how  the  other  girl  could  be  procured  or  induced  to 
make  a denial  of  it.  I believe  that  the  sentiment  of  our  community  is 
that  the  girl  at  Sesler’s  tells  the  facts  as  they  occurred.  The  matter  is 
in  just  such  a fix  that  no  legal  evidence  can  be  made  of  it,  as  I doubt 
not  but  that  Dowell’s  girl  Avill  deny  it  upon  oath. 

This  is  about  all  the  information  I can  give  you  on  the  subjects  of 
your  inquiries.  We  have  tried  to  get  facts  out  of  the  Union  men,  but 
they  AAull  not  diAmlge,  and  I do  not  believe  they  AA^ould  tell  anything 
prejudicial  to  BroAvnloAv  on  oath.  They  seem  to  understand  the  object 
of  all  inquiries  addressed  to  them,  and  they  also  seem  determined  to 
screen  their  leaders. 

V ery  respectful  ly , 


JESSE  G.  WALLACE. 
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Headquarters  Carroll’s  Brigade, 

Knoxville^  Tenn.,  Uecemher  19,  1801. 
Hon.  D.  M.  CURRIN,  Uiclimond^  Ya.: 

Dear  Sir  : I regret  to  trouble  you  with  this  coinmuiiicatiou,  but 
feel  lu^'self  called  upon  to  do  so  by  a sense  of  duty  both  to  the  Coufed 
erate  Government  and  to  the  people  of  East  Tennessee.  It  might, 
perliaps,  have  been  more  properly  done  by  some  one  higher  in  authority 
than  myself.  At  the  instance,  however,  of  a number  of  leading  citizens, 
together  with  many  officers  of  the  Arm3^,  I have  concluded  to  under- 
take the  task  of  laying  truthfully  before  some  one  connected  with  the 
administration  of  the  Government  a fair  and  truthful  statement  of  the 
present  unhapiiy  condition  of  affairs  in  this  portion  of  the  State,  believ- 
ing as  I do  that  when  laid  proiierly  before  the  heads  of  the  Government 
it  will  induce  a thorough  and  most  salutarj^  (jhange  in  the  iiolic^^  now 
being  pursued  in  reference  to  that  deluded  xiortion  of  our  i)eox)le  who 
have  heretofore  been  unfriendly  to  the  present  revolution. 

There  are  some  very  important  facts  connected  with  the  recent  polit- 
ical history  of  East  Tennessee  which  apparentljr  have  not  yet  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Government  or  have  been  entirely  overlooked, 
while  others  of  less  imiiortance  have  been  greatly  exaggerated.  To 
these  I beg  to  call  j^our  attention.  In  the  beginning  of  the  present 
contest  between  the  North  and  South  the  attitude  assumed  hy  East 
Tennessee  was  a very  doubtful  one,  and  it  was  deemed  best  by  those 
fully  acciuainted  with  the  temx)er  and  sentiment  of  the  people  to  pursue 
a conciliatory  x^olicy  towards  them.  Mr.  Davis  himself,  I believe, 
adopted  this  view  of  the  case,  and  for  a tinie  xmrsued  the  mild  course 
thus  indicated.  The  result  was  a very  great  change  in  the  public  mind 
touching  questions  at  issue  between  the  Northern  and  Southern  Gov- 
ernments. 

In  September  Major-General  Polk  sent  General  W.  H.  Carroll  here 
for  the  xmrx)Ose  of  endeavoring  to  bring  the  peoiile  over  to  the  support 
of  the  Confederate  Government  and  to  enlist  one  or  more  regiments 
for  the  Army.  General  Carroll  succeeded  be^mnd  his  exx)ectations, 
raising  and  organizing  in  a very  short  time  a full  regiment — coming, 
too,  mostly  from  those  counties  where  in  June  the  heaviest  vote  had 
been  polled  against  the  separation  of  Tennessee  from  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. Snbsequentl}^  about  thirty  comiianies  more  have  reported  and 
joined  his  command  from  the  same  section,  and  composed  i)rincipall3^  of 
the  same  class  of  iieoplej  so  that  now  we  have  in  all  nearly  10,000  [?J 
elfective  soldiers  in  the  held  that  in  June  were  almost  unanimous  in 
opxiosition  to  us.  This  gratifying  result  I am  satisfied  is  attributable 
almost  entirely  to  the  liberal  and  conciliatory  x^olicy  of  which  I have 
spoken ; but  notwithstanding  this  large  accession  to  our  Arm\y  and 
the  still  greater  number  who  had  been  converted  from  enemies  into 
friends  and  allies,  there  were  still  left  a few  leading  miscreants  and  a 
handful  of  ignorant  and  deluded  followers,  who  were  wicked  enough 
for  the  commission  of  an^^  crime,  however  detestable.  By  these,  and 
these  alone,  were  the  bridges  burned  and  other  depredations  com- 
mitted, while  the  mass  of  the  people  were  entirely  ignorant  of  their 
designs  and  utterly  opposed  to  any  such  wicikedness  and  folly.  The 
numbers  engaged  in  these  outrages  have,  I know,  been  greatl^^  over- 
estimated, as  facts  have  been  developed  in  the  investigations  that  have 
been  made  by  the  court-martial  now  in  session  at  tliis  i)lace,  which 
satisfy  me  beyond  doubt  that  there  were  not,  at  the  time  the  bridges 
were  burned,  500  men  in  all  East  Tennessee  who  knew  anything  of  it, 
or  who  contemplated  any  organized  opx^osition  to  the  Government. 
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The  excitement  arising  from  this  circumstance  created  more  alarm 
among  the  Union  men  than  among  those  who  were  loyal  to  the  South, 
for  they  very  justly  supposed  that  it  would  be  a signal  for  the  advance 
of  a large  Southern  army  in  their  midst,  and  in  the  first  paroxysm  of 
fear  which  these  apprehensions  induced  hundreds  fled  hastily  from 
their  homes,  some  taking  refuge  in  the  mountains  and  others  going 
into  Kentucky.  Colonels  Leadbetter  and  Vance  moved  their  com- 
mands into  that  portion  of  the  State  bordering  on  the  Virginia  and 
Kentucky  line,  while  General  Carroll  and  Colonel  Wood  moved  from 
the  west  in  the  direction  of  Chattanooga  and  Knoxville.  Scouting 
parties  were  sent  out  in  every  direction,  who  arrested  hundreds  sus- 
pected of  disloyalty,  and  incarcerated  them  in  prison,  until  almost 
every  jail  in  the  eastern  end  of  the  State  was  filled  with  poor,  ignorant, 
and  for  the  most  part  harmless  men,  who  had  been  guilty  of  no  crime 
^ave  that  of  lending  a too  credulous  ear  to  the  corrupt  demagogues 
whose  counsels  have  led  them  astray.  Among  those  thus  captured  were 
a number  of  bridge-burners.  These  latter  were  tried  and  promptly 
executed. 

The  rigorous  measures  adopted  by  the  military  commanders  here 
struck  still  greater  terror  into  those  who  had  before  been  Union  men, 
and  to  avoid  arrest  and,  as  they  thought,  subsequent  punishment, 
concealed  themselves,  thus  giving  the  semblance  of  guilt  to  actions 
innocent  in  fact,  and  entirely  natural  under  the  circumstances  which 
surrounded  them.  About  400  of  the  poor  victims  of  designing  leaders 
have  been  sent  to  Tuscaloosa  as  prisoners  of  war,  leaving  in  many 
instances  their  families  in  a helpless  and  destitute  condition.  The 
greatest  distress  prevails  throughout  the  entire  country  in  conse- 
quence of  the  various  arrests  that  have  been  made,  together  with  the 
facts  that  the  horses  and  the  other  property  of  the  parties  that  have 
been  arrested  have  been  seized  by  the  soldiers,  and  in  many  cases 
ai^propriated  to  personal  uses  or  wantonly  destroyed. 

Old  political  animosities  and  private  grudges  have  been  revived,  and 
bad  men  among  our  friends  are  availing  themselves  of  the  opportunity 
afforded  them  by  bringing  Southern  men  to  hunt  down  with  the  ferocity 
of  bloodhounds  all  those  against  whom  they  entertain  any  feeling  of 
dislike.  The  officers  in  command  here  have  used  every  effort  to  re- 
strain the  soldiery  from  all  acts  of  lawless  violence.  The  scattered 
and  distracted  nature  of  the  service  in  a great  measure  neutralizes 
their  efforts.  My  position  in  the  Army  enables  me  to  speak  advisedly 
of  these  things,  and  I venture  to  say  that  if  assurances  of  safety  were 
given  to  those  persons  who  have  fled  from  their  homes  under  appre- 
hensions of  danger  they  would  return  and  be  good  and  loyal  citizens.  ^ 
The  wretched  condition  of  these  unfortunate  people  appeals  to  the  ^ 
sympathy  and  commiseration  of  every  humane  man.  WTien  in  Eich-  ^ 
mond  a short  time  since  I was  present  at  an  interview  with  the  Presi-  V 
dent,  and  feel  assured  that  he  has  no  disposition  to  exercise  any  unnec-  ^ 
essary  severity  towards  these  deluded  dui)es.  Those  best  acquainted 
with  affairs  here  are  fully  impressed  with  the  belief  that  if  the  proper 
course  were  pursued  all"  East  Tennessee  could  be  united  in  support  of 
the  Confederate  Government.  Strong  appeals  have  been  made  from  ^ j 
all  sections  to  General  Carroll  to  release  those  now  in  j^rison  here  and  - ' 
the  return  of  those  sent  to  Tuscaloosa  5 but,  under  the  instructions 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  by-which  he  is  governed,  he  does  not  feel  ij 
at  liberty  to  do  so.  My  first  intention  was  to  have  addressed  this  letter  j 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  but  on  reflection  concluded  that  a representa-  I 
tion  from  you  would  have  far  more  influence j besides,  as  I am  an.  ' 
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officer  in  the  Army,  it  would  iDerhaps  not  he  proper  for  me  to  make  auy 
suggestions  to  Mr.  Benjamin  unless  they  should  be  called  for. 

Col.  H.  E.  Austin  visits  Eichmond  for  the  purpose  of  imi)ressiug 
these  views  upon  the  President.  Col.  Landon  C.  Haynes  will  follow 
in  a few  days  for  the  same  purpose.  These  gentlemen  can  inform  you 
more  fully  touching  the  subject  of  which  I have  written.  I beg  you 
to  give  them  every  assistance  you  can  in  bringing  this  important 
matter  before  the  President  and  Secretary  of  War. 

Eespectfully,  your  friend, 

H.  C.  YOUNG. 


Bowling  Green,  December  ^0,  18G1. 

J.  P.  Benjamin: 

The  enemy  are  crossing  Green  Eiver  at  many  points  in  overwhelm- 
ing numbers.  Their  bridges  are  laid.  I cannot  meet  them  with  more 
than  10,000  men  between  Green  Eiver  and  Nashville.  Can  Floyd  be 
sent  on  here  ? Answer  by  telegrajih. 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 

General, 


Eichmond,  December  20,  1861. 

General  Johnston: 

General  Floyd^s  command  will  reach  you  by  Christmas,  but  there  are 
only  about  2,500  men  left  in  it.  The  Southern  troops  were  sent  to  Gen- 
eral Lee  at  Charleston,  where  the  enemy  are  moving  with  heavy  force. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War, 


[Headquarters  Western  Department,] 

Bowling  Green,  December  20,  [1861]. 

Governor  Harris,  Nashville: 

The  enemy  in  overwhelming  numbers  are  crossing  Green  Eiver. 
Their  bridges  are  now  laid  or  being  laid.  Every  exertion.  Governor,  to 
get  your  regiments  put  into  the  field  is  now  a necessity. 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Central  Army  Kentucky, 

No.  42.  j Bowling  Green,  December  20,  1861. 

I.  General  Davis,  Mississijipi  Volunteers,  is  hereby  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  fortifications  in  and  about  the  town  of  Bowling  Green. 
He  will  assign  garrisons  to  the  several  works  as  follows : 

To  College  Hill,  1,000  men;  Baker’s  Hill,  500  men;  Webb’s  Hill,  250 
men;  Underwood’s  Hill,  one  company;  works  on  Vinegar  Hill,  one  com- 
pany each ; Buckner’s  Hill,  two  companies ; Price’s  Hill,  one  comi)any. 

The  remainder  of  his  forces  will  be  held  in  reserve  near  Vinegar  Hill. 
If  he  should  not  at  present  have  a sufficient  number  of  troops  to  furnish 
the  garrisons  as  above,  he  will  distribute  his  forces,  as  near  as  may  be, 
accoiding  to  the  ratio  indicated.  Piffle’s  cavalry.  Captain  Graves’  and 


780  OPERATIONS  IN  KY.,  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  S.  W.  VA.  [CHiP.  XVir. 

Captain  Eklridge’s  batteries  are  assigned  to  General  Davis’  coinmand. 
General  Davis  will  prosecute  to  completion  tbe  work  still  unfinished. 

II.  Captain  Graves  is  appointed  chief  of  the  artillery  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Davis.  He  is  charged  with  the  control  of  all  ordnance 
and  ordnance  stores  in  the  several  works  in  and  about  this  post.  He 
will  organize  and  instruct  artillerists  from  General  Davis’  command  for 
the  efficient  service  of  the  artillery  in  the  fortifications.  He  will  hold 
his  own  battery  in  reserve,  to  be  placed  as  occasion  may  require.  He 
will  take  immediate  measures  to  place  ammunition  and  all  necessary 
artillery  stores  in  the  above  fortifications. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Hardee : 

D.  G.  WHITE, 

• Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond^  December  20,  1801. 
Nathan  Eoss,  Esq.,  Springfield j Tenn.: 

Sir  : Your  letter  of  the  13th  is  received.  The  Government  would 
gladly  supply  the  needed  arms  if  possible,  but  it  is  not  in  our  power  to 
do  so  at  present;  but  the  Government  will  pay  for  all  arms  furnished 
by  troops,  upon  inspection  and  valuation  by  a Government  officer,  when 
the  troops  are  mustered  into  service.  The  Department  hopes  that  your 
efforts  in  enlisting  troops  in  Kentucky  may  not  necessarily  be  impeded 
by  this  difficulty,  and  will  lend  every  encouragement  in  its  power  to 
promote  your  success. 

Eespectfully, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Knoxville,  December  20,  1861. 

S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector-General : 

Sir  : Various  aiiplications  are  made  to  me  for  information  as  to  the 
acceptance  of  troops  (infantry)  from  East  Tennessee.  I wish  to  inquire 
how  many  regiments  of  infantry  the  Government  will  receive. 

There  are  here  and  near  here  seven  independent  companies  of  cavalry 
which  have  been  mustered  into  service — Captains  White’s,  McLin’s, 
Gormus’,  Brown’s,  McLary’s,  McKenzie’s,  and  Brock’s.  These  are  now 
and  have  been  doing  service  in  East  Tennessee.  Would  it  not  be  well 
to  organize  these  into  a battalion,  and  am  I to  consider  them  as  belong- 
ing to  my  command. 

On  yesterday  1 inspected  the  arms  of  AVhite’s  regiment,  of  Carroll’s 
brigade,  which  I had  ordered  to  join  Zollicoffer,  and  found  its  arms  in 
such  condition  that  I could  not  let  it  go.  Tlie  men  had  some  old  flint- 
lock muskets,  some  squirrel  rifles  with  saber-bayonets  and  some  with- 
out, and  some  shot-guns,  almost  all  out  of  fix  and  wholly  unfit  for 
service.  I telegraplied  you  to  this  effect.  This  regiment  of  the  brigade 
I had  ordered  to  move  first.  Colonel  Powell’s  regiment,  of  Zollicoffer’s 
brigade,  goes  forward  to-morrow.  General  Zollicoffer  has  not  been 
heard  from  for  the  past  three  days. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  B.  CRITTENDEN, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Western  Departaient, 

Bowling  Green^  Ky.^  December  21,  1801. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War  ; 

Sir  : The  movements  of  the  enemy  indicate  the  design  to  turn  my 
right  by  the  turnpike  road  from  Glasgow,  through  Scottsville  to  Gallatin 
and  Nashville.  They  are  concentrating  in  great  force  at  Munfordville, 
on  Green  Kiver,  and  at  Columbia  are  rapidly  increasing  the  number  of 
their  regiments. 

Breckinridge’s  brigade,  of  Buckner’s  division,  stationed  on  the  rail- 
road towards  Munfordville,  at  Oakland,  and  Dripping  Sx)rings,  will 
march  to-morrow  (22d)  through  Eocky  Hill  Village  to  Skegg’s  Creek, 
where  the  Glasgow  road  to  Nashville  crosses  it,  23  miles. 

General  Buckner  will  also  to-morrow  march  with  the  remainder  of 
his  division  to  the  crossing  of  the  Great  Barren  Eiver,  and  take  a posi- 
tion on  the  west  side  of  the  bridge,  miles  southwest  of  Skegg’s  Creek, 
l)assiug  en  route  through  Eocky  Hill  Village  (33  miles  from  this  place 
to  Skegg’s  Creek). 

Major-General  Hardee  will  march  to-morrow  with  one  of  his  brigades 
to  the  Great  Barren  Elver  Bridge,  leaving  here  on  the  route  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Great  Barren  Eiver  and  passing  through  Scottsville 
(35  miles  from  this  place  to  the  bridge). 

These  movements  will  be  completed  in  less  than  two  days. 

General  Hindman’s  brigade,  of  Hardee’s  division,  will  continue  to 
occupy  his  present  position  at  Cave  City  until  obliged  by  the  superior 
force  of  the  enemy  to  retire;  he  will  then  march  through  Eocky  Hill 
Village  to  unite  his  brigade  with'  the  division.  Eocky  Hill  is  18  miles 
from  Cave  City,  which  is  9 miles  from  Munfordville. 

Tlie  Texas  cavalry,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harrison  (Colonel  Lub- 
bock is  ill  with  typhoid  fever  at  Nashville),  and  Phifer’s  battalion  of 
cavalry  cover  Hindman’s  front. 

Helm’s  regiment  of  cavalry  keeps  the  country  under  observation  to- 
wards Columbia  from  Glasgow. 

Our  forces  of  all  arms,  when  concentrated  on  the  Glasgow  and  Nash- 
ville turnpike  road,  will  make  an  aggregate  of  11,200  men. 

The  garrison  I shall  leave  here  is  4,160  men,  composed  of  the  Missis- 
sippi sixty  days’  men  and  one  of  Hardee’s  brigades,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  Davis. 

The  day  after  to-morrow  (23d)  two  Tennessee  regiments  from  Camx) 
Trousdale  will  re-enforce  the  garrison  of  this  place,  and  on  the  24th 
another  is  promised.  These  troops  are  uninstructed,  but  can  be  soon 
prepared  for  service. 

The  weather  has  been  very  fine  for  some  weeks  and  the  roads  of 
every  kind  are  excellent.  I think  a change  is  about  to  take  place.  It 
is  now  cold  and  cloudy,  and  snow  and  rain  we  hope  will  soon  make  the 
country  roads  very  difficult  to  travel  over,  which  would  be  greatly  to  our 
advantage.  A slight  rise  of  the  Barren  Eiver  would  make  the  line  of 
the  Barren  one  of  great  strength. 

I have  made  every  effort  to  gain  time  to  strengthen  our  defenses  here 
and  increase  my  force ; in  a few  days  more  my  force  may  be  materially 
increased  by  the  arrival  of  General  Floyd’s  command  and  from  other 
sources. 

The  enemy  threaten  an  immediate  move  on  Hopkinsville  from  Cal- 
houn, on  Green  Eiver,  on  the  road  from  Owensborongh  to  Hopkinsville; 
our  force  there  is  insufficient,  but  General  Clark  can,  if  beaten  at  Hop- 
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kinsville,  retire  to  Clarksville,  where  defensive  works  are  being  con- 
structed. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 
General^  C.  S.  Army. 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green,  Beeemher  21,  1861. 
Major-General  Hardee,  Commanding : 

General  Johnston  directs  you  to  move  Brigadier-General  Breckin- 
^ ridge’s  brigade  to-day  through  Eocky  Hill  Village  (10  miles  east  of 
Eocky  Hill  Station)  to  Skegg’s  Creek,  and  post  it  on  the  Scottsville  and 
Glasgow  road,  on  the  Scottsville  side  of  the  creek,  miles  from  the 
bridge  over  the  Barren. 

Send  General  Buckner  with  the  rest  of  his  division  through  Eocky 
Hill  Village  by  the  point  where  the  Scottsville  and  Glasgow  road  crosses 
Skegg’s  Creek,  and  thence  to  the  bridge  on  the  Barren,  on  the  road 
where  he  will  take  post. 

Order  General  Hindman,  if  forced  to  retire  by  superior  forces,  to  re- 
treat through  Eocky  Hill  Village,  where  the  Glasgow  and  Scottsville 
road  crosses  Skegg’s  Creek.  Order  him  (Hindman)  to  send  pickets  at 
once  in  front  of  Brownsville,  to  relieve  General  Breckinridge’s  pickets, 
and  order  General  Breckinridge  not  to  relieve  his  pickets  in  front  of 
Brownsville  till  they  are  replaced  by  Hindman. 

Notify  Hindman  of  the  new  position  taken  by  Breckinridge  and  Buck- 
ner. Major-General  Hardee  will  march  with  Claiborne’s  [Cleburne?] 
brigade  to  the  crossing  of  the  Scottsville  and  Glasgow  pike  over  the 
Barren.  The  route  will  be  by  the  Drake’s  Creek  Bridge  direct  to 
Scottsville. 

The  movement  of  Generals  Hardee  and  Buckner  will  take  place  at 
daylight  to-morrow. 

By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Mississippi  Brigade, 

Columbus,  Ky.,  December  21,  1861. 

Maj.  George  Williamson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Columbus,  Ky.: 

Sir’:  On  or  about  the  1st  instant  Brig.  Gen.  G.  J.  Pillow,  C.  S.  Army, 
then  temporarily  in  command  of  this  department  of  the  Confederate 
Army,  dispatched  his  excellency  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, urging  speedy  re-enforcements  to  be  sent  from  Mississippi  in  sup- 
port of  your  position,  then  supposed  to  be  threatened  by  an  attack  from 
the  enemy  gathering  in  force  at  Cairo  and  Paducah.  Mississippi  had 
already  sent  to  the  battle-field  25,000  of  her  brave  sons,  mostly  armed 
and  equipped  by  herself.  She  was  but  a few  days  since  promptly  re- 
sponding to  a call  of  General  A.  S.  Johnston  iqion  her  for  an  additional 
2,000  twelve-months’  volunteers,  to  be  armed  by  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment. These  troops  were  being  disbanded  by  order  of  General 
Johnston,  for  want  of  arms,  at  the  very  moment  the  intelligence  here 
referred  to  was  received. 
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The  intelligence  of  the  call  was  promptly  communicated  by  the  Gov- 
ernor to  the  Legislature,  then  in  session,  when  that  authority  as  promptly 
made  an  appropriation  of  $500,000  in  money,  and  authorized  the  Gov- 
ernor, with  the  means  provided,  to  call  10,000  volunteers  to  the  field, 
bringing  with  them  their  own  arms,  their  own  blankets  and  cooking 
utensils,  for  a service  of  sixty  days.  The  same  act  authorized  the  Gov- 
ernor to  appoint  generals  to  command  the  forces  thus  called  out. 

The  military  board  of  Mississippi,  then  sitting,  ordered  the  troops  to 
rendezvous  at  Grenada  and  at  Corinth,  Miss.  Those  rendezvousing  at 
Corinth  were  placed  by  the  Governor  under  the  command  of  General 
Reuben  Davis ; those  at  Grenada  under  the  command  of  the  under- 
signed. I had  organized  three  regiments,  numbered  by  me  First, 
Second,  and  Third,  when  I was  ordered  to  report  to  you  at  Union  City 
and  subsequently  at  this  place.  I am  now  here  in  obedience  to  that 
order.  I have  with  me  the  three  regiments  mentioned,  the  First  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Percy,  the  Second  under  command  of  Colonel 
Bartlett,  and  the  Third  under  command  of  Colonel  Rozell.  I have,  in 
addition,  a company  of  mounted  men,  commanded  by  Capt.  C.  McLaw- 
ner;  also  two  other  companies  of  infantry;  and  expect  the  arrival 
within  the  next  five  days  of  volunteers  in  numbers  sufficient  to  organize 
a fourth  regiment  of  infantry. 

My  command  is  mostly  armed  with  double-barrel  sporting  pieces  of 
a good  class.  1 have  ammunition  for  two-thirds  of  the  command,  and 
expect  soon  to  be  supplied.  Shall  ask  a small  requisition  of  ammuni- 
tion and  a few  tents  from  the  Confederate  Government,  but  ask  it  only 
as  a loan,  to  be  replaced  within  a few  days.  I shall  endeavor  to  ask 
nothing  of  the  Confederate  Government  but  subsistence  for  my  troops, 
hospitals  for  my  sick,  lumber  to  protect  my  men  from  the  chilling  earth, 
and  the  privilege  of  fighting  as  a Mississippi  brigade  with  its  general 
officer,  who  shall,  with  the  command,  be  subject  alone  to  the  orders  of 
the  major-general  commanding.  I have  a brigade  quartermaster  (Capt. 
E.  W.  T.  Daniel),  who  will  make  requisitions,  signed  by  myself,  for  the 
wants  of  the  command,  and  endeavor  so  to  keep  his  accounts  as  to  avoid 
comi)lication.  Tlie  troops  will  be  paid  by  the  State  of  Mississippi,  the 
accounts  being  left  for  future  adjustment  between  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment and  the  State. 

I have  on  hand  a supply  of  subsistence  stores,  which,  with  your  per- 
mission, I will  order  turned  over  to  the  Confederate  Government,  and 
draw  my  sui)plies  as  other  troops.  My  brigade  surgeon.  Major  Comp- 
ton, is  well  supplied  with  drugs,  but  should  he  require  any  requisitions 
of  the  medical  director  of  this  post  we  Avill  account  for  the  same. 

I refer  you  to  the  certified  report  of  my  adjutant,  Maj.  J.  N".  Davis 
(now  being  prepared),  for  the  strength  of  my  command,  its  officers,  &c. 

Awaiting  your  orders,  I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  ALCOEN, 

* Brigadier- General^  Army  of  Mississijypi, 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond^  December  22,  1861. 

General  A.  Sidney  Johnston,  Bowling  Oreen^  Ky.: 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the 
4th,  8th,  and  16th  instant. 

1st.  In  relation  to  the  horses  of  the  artillery  company  of  Captain 
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Harper : By  law  the  horses  of  artillery  companies  are  paid  for  by  the 
Go’s  eriiraent.  No  allowance  is  made  for  their  use  and  risk,  as  in  the 
case  of  cavalry.  These  iiorses  are  therefore  to  be  paid  for  as  ordered  by 
you,  and  they  thus  become  the  property  of  the  Government.  This  pay- 
ment is  to  be  made  to  those  who  furnished  them,  as  borne  on  the  mus- 
ter rolls,  according  to  the  valuation.  The  amount  paid  by  the  Governor 
of  Mississippi  will  form  the  subject  of  settlement  between  that  State 
and  the  General  Government,  although  in  strictness  the  payment,  hav- 
ing been  erroneously  made  by  the  Governor,  does  not  constitute  a legal 
claim  against  the  Confederacy. 

2d.  The  sum  of  $5,000  has  been  placed  to  your  credit  in  Nashville 
for  secret-service  money,  as  requested  in  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant. 

3d.  I shall  to-morrow  order  you  a further  remittance  of  $16,000  for 
secret  service.  You  will  thus  have  it  in  your  power  to  make  the 
arrangements  you  suggest  about  having  leading  articles  inserted  in 
certain  influential  journals.  Of  the  propriety  of  making  this  expendi- 
ture I leave  you  to  judge  at  your  discretion.  I know  you  will  use  the 
money  to  the  best  of  your  judgment  for  the  public  service,  and  I will 
not  undertake  to  advise  you  at  this  distance,  confident  as  I am  that 
your  own  judgment  is  much  more  likely  to  be  correct  than  any  that 
1 could  form. 

I have  been  very  much  puzzled  by  a dispatch  received  from  you  on 
the  20th  instant  in  these  words : 

The  euemy  are  crossing  Green  River  at  many  points  in  overwhelming  niimhers. 
Their  bridges  are  laid.  I cannot  meet  them  with  more  than  10,000  men  between 
Green  River  and  Nashville.  Can  Floyd  bo  sent  on  here  ? 

I contented  myself  with  responding  by  telegraph  that  Floyd  would 
be  with  you  by  the  25th,  but  I cannot  for  my  life  understand  the  state- 
ment about  your  force.  Your  letter  of  the  16th  announced  your  effective 
force  to  be  15,500.  Your  return  to  the  Adjutant-General,  dated  the 
12th,  I think  (I  have  not  the  paper  before  me),  stated  your  forces  under 
Hardee,  Buckner,  Clark,  and  others,  not  including  any  of  Polkas  or 
ZollicoffePs  command,  at  about  17,000  present,  and  this  was  prior  to 
the  arrival  of  the  Mississippians  under  General  B.  Davis.  There  must 
surely  be  an  error  in  the  dispatch,  but  it  has  made  me  very  uneasy,  and 
the  President  and  General  Cooper  are  equally  at  a loss  to  make  out  how 
the  matter  stands. 

Zollicoffer  reports  himself  in  almost  undisputed  possession  of  the 
lianks  of  the  Cumberland  from  the  fork  near  Somerset  all  the  way  down 
to  the  Tennessee  line  and  seems  able  to  guard  your  right  flank,  so  that 
your  front  alone  appears  to  be  seriously  threatened,  and  I have  hoped 
that  you  had  sufficient  force  in  your  intrenched  line  to  defy  almost  any 
front  attack. 

I have  not,  unfortunately,  another  musket  to  send  you.  We  have 
an  immensely  valuable  cargo  of  arms  and  powder  in  JSTassau,  blockaded 
there  by  a Yankee  gunboat,  that  I am  trying  to  get  out,  but  if  we  suc- 
ceed it  will  be  too  late  for  your  present  needs,  and  in  the  interval  we 
must  put  our  trust  in  our  just  cause  and  such  means  as  we  have  in  hand. 
We  know  that  whatever  can  be  done  will  be  done  by  you,  and  rest  con- 
tent. 


Yours,  &c., 


J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War, 
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Confederate  States  of  America, 

War  Bepartmenty  Richmond^  December  22,  ISGl. 

J.  C.  Ramsay,  Esq., 

G.  8.  District  Attorney^  Knoxville : 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  17th  and  10th  instant  have  been  received. 
In  relation  to  Brownlow’s  case  the  facts  are  simply  these : BrownloM, 
being  concealed  somewhere  in  the  mountains,  made  application  to  Gen- 
eral Crittenden  for  protection  against  what  he  called  a military  mob  or 
military  tribunal  if  he  came  to  Knoxville,  professing  his  willingness  to 
undergo  a civil  trial,  L e.,  a trial  before  a civil  court,  as  distinguished 
from  court-martial,  and,  as  I understand.  General  Crittenden  promised 
to  protect  him  from  any  Auolence  and  from  any  trial  before  a military 
tribunal. 

In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Baxter  came  here  and  represented  that  Brown- 
low,  who  was  entirely  beyond  our  power  and  so  concealed  that  no  one 
could  get  possession  of  his  person,  was  willing  to  leave  the  country 
and  go  into  exile,  to  avoid  any  further  trouble  in  East  Tennessee,  and 
proffered  that  Brownlow  would  come  in  and  deliver  himself  u])  to  be 
conveyed  out  of  East  Tennessee  if  the  Government  would  agree  to  let 
him  do  so  and  to  protect  him  in  his  exit.  If  Brownlow  had  been  in 
our  hands  we  might  not  have  accepted  this  proposition,  but  deeming  it 
better  to  have  him  as  an  open  enemy  on  the  other  side  of  the  line  than 
a secret  enemy  within  the  lines,  authority  was  given  to  General  Crit- 
tenden to  assure  him  of  protection  across  the  border  if  he  came  into 
Knoxville.  It  was  not  in  our  pov^er,  nor  that  of  any  one  else,  to 
prevent  his  being  taken  by  process  of  law,  and  I confess  it  did  not 
occur  to  me  that  any  attempt  would  be  made  to  take  him  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  military  authority.  This  has  been  done,  however,  and  it 
is  only  regretted  in  one  point  of  view — that  is,  color  is  given  to  the 
suspicion  that  Brownlow  has  been  entrai)ped  and  has  given  himself  up 
under  promise  of  protection  which  has  not  been  firmly  kept.  General 
Crittenden  feels  sensitive  on  this  point  and  I share  his  feeling.  Better 
that  any,  the  most  dangerous  enemy,  however  criminal,  should  escape, 
than  that  the  honor  and  good  faitli  of  the  Government  should  be 
impugned  or  even  suspected.  General  Crittenden  gave  his  word  only 
that  Brownlow  should  not  be  tried  by  the  court-martial,  and  I gave 
authority  to  promise  him  protection  if  he  would  surrender,  to  be  con- 
veyed across  the  border.  We  have  both  kept  our  words  as  far  as  Avas 
in  our  power,  but  every  one  must  see  that  Brownlow  would  now  be 
safe  and  at  large  if  he  had  not  supposed  that  his  reliance  on  the  prom- 
ises made  him  would  insure  his  safe  departure  from  East  Tennessee. 

Under  all  the  circumstances,  therefore,  if  Brownlow  is  exposed  to 
harm  from  his  arrest,  I shall  deem  the  honor  of  the  Government  so  far 
compromised  as  to  consider  it  my  duty  to  urge  on  the  President  a i^ar- 
don  for  any  offense  of  which  he  may  be  found  guilty,  and  I repeat  the 
expression  of  my  regret  that  he  was  prosecuted,  however  evident  may 
be  his  guilt. 

J.  P.  BEKJAMIK, 

Secretary  of  Tfar. 


Ordnance  Office, 
Kashville,  Tenn,,  December  23,  1861. 

Col.  W.  W.  Mackall, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Bowling  Green,  Ky. : 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  general  commanding  the 
50  R R — VOL  vn 
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(lepartraent  the  entire  loss  of  my  office  and  store  house,  in  which  were 
all  the  supplies  of  equipments,  &c.,  of  the  ordnance  department  in  this 
city,  together  with  all  my  papers,  hooks,  and  vouchers.  The  cash- 
hook  and  vouchers  are  saved  in  a damaged  condition  from  the  safe. 

The  fire  originated  about  3.30  o’clock  this  morning,  hut  how  or 
exactly  where  I have  not  yet  heen  able  to  ascertain.  I had  a sentinel 
at  either  door — house  fronted  on  both  streets — and  a private  watch 
inside.  The  watch  inside  reports  that  the  first  he  knew  of  it  the  house 
was  in  flames,  shortly  after  which  an  exi^losion  occurred  of  some  caps 
and  friction  primers  and  case  of  rockets,  showing  conclusively  to  my 
mind  that  it  was  the  work  of  an  incendiary.  I have  ordered  the  arrest 
of  both  sentinels  and  watch  for  an  investigation. 

The  loss  is  very  heavy — between  400  and  COO  sets  of  artillery  harness, 
10,000  to  12,000  sets  of  accouterments  and  equipments,  300  cavalry 
saddles,  2,000,000  percussion  caps,  G,000  friction  primers,  besides  numer- 
ous articles  of  supplies,  which  will  be  enumerated  in  as  accurate  detail 
as  possible  in  another  report. 

I have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  general  appoint  a board  of 
survey  to  investigate  the  case. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

, M.  II.  WRIGHT, 

First  Lieutenant^  Artillery  and  Ordnance. 


Brigade  Headquarters, 

Beech  GrovCj  Ky.^  Becernber  23,  1861. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Mack  all. 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Bowling  Green.,  Ky.: 

Sir  : I feel  it  my  duty  frankly  to  say  that  the  failure  to  receive  the 
reserves  and  supplies  I ordered  up  a month  ago,  and  upon  which  in 
part  the  plan  of  campaign  was  predicated,  has  given  and  is  likely  to 
give  serious  embarrassment.  I now  receive  no  responses  to  communi- 
cations addressed  to  Knoxville  connected  with  the  most  important 
details.  I have  five  regiments  north  of  the  river  and  two  south.  The 
strength  of  the  enemy  is  unknown,  but  it  is  reported  by  the  country 
people  to  be  very  large.  There  are  now,  I learn,  in  East  Tennessee, 
besides  the  force  at  Cumberland  Gap,  eight  full  regiments  and  the 
Georgia  battalion,  a battery  of  artillery,  and  eight  cavalry  companies. 
I beg  respectfully  to  say  that  it  cannot  be  that  half  this  force  is  required 
there.  On  the  other  lu’ind,  were  this  column  strengthened  properly,  the 
enemy  could  not  venture  to  pass  London  to  attack  Cumberland  Gap. 
We  could  open  the  Cumberland  and  drive  the  enemy  from  Somerset 
and  Columbia. 

I trouble  you  with  these  suggestions,  about  which  I feel  the  deepest 
concern,  because  I learn  that  Major-General  Crittenden  has  gone  to 
Ihchmond. 

Very  respectfully, 

F.  K.  ZOLLICOFFER, 

Brigadier-  Gen  erah 

p.  s. — Inclosed  I send  copies  of  a general  order*  and  a proclamation 
I have  deemed  it  expedient  to  print  and  circulate. 


Order  not  found. 
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Brigade  Headquarters, 

Beech  Grove^  Ky.,  December  16,  1861. 

To  the  People  of  Southeastern  Kentuchy: 

The  brigade  I have  the  honor  to  command  is  here  for  no  purpose  of 
war  upon  Kentuckians,  but  to  repel  those  Northern  hordes  who,  with 
arms  in  their  hands,  are  attempting  the  subjugation  of  a sister  Soutliern 
State.  They  have  closed  your  rivers,  embargoed  your  railroads,  cut  off 
your  natural  and  proper  markets,  left  your  stock  and  produce  on  hand 
almost  valueless,  and  thereby  almost  destroyed  the  value  of  your  lands 
and  labor.  We  have  come  to  open  again  your  rivers,  to  restore  the 
ancient  markets  for  your  produce,  and  tliereby  to  return  to  you  the  ac- 
customed value  of  your  lands  and  labor.  They  have  represented  us  as 
murderers  and  outlaws.  We  have  come  to  convince  you  that  we  truly 
respect  the  laws,  revere  justice,  and  mean  to  give  security  to  your  per- 
sonal and  jjroperty  rights.  They  have  forced  many  of  you  to  take  up 
arms  against  us.  We  come  to  take  you  by  the  hand  as  heretofore — as 
friends  and  brothers.  Their  Government  has  laid  heavy  taxes  on  you 
to  carry  on  this  unnatural  war,  one  object  of  which  is  openly  avowed 
to  be  to  set  at  liberty  your  slaves,  and  tlie  ensuing  steps  in  which  will 
be  to  put  arms  in  their  hands  and  give  them  political  and  social  equality 
with  yourselves.  We  saw  these  things  in  the  beginning,  and  are  offering 
our  heart’s  blood  to  avert  those  dreadful  evils  which  we  saw  the  aboli- 
tion leaders  had  deliberately  planned  for  the  South.  “All  men  must 
liaA^e  the  ballot  or  none ; all  men  must  have  the  bullet  or  none,”  said  Mr. 
Seward,  the  present  Federal  Secretary  of  State. 

How  long  will  Kentuckians  close  their  eyes  to  the  contemplated  ruin 
of  their  present  structure  of  society*?  How  long  will  they  continue  to 
raise  their  arms  against  brothers  of  the  South  struggling  for  those 
rights  and  for  that  independence  common  to  us  all,  and  which  was 
guaranteed  to  all  by  the  Constitution  of  1787  ? For  many  long  years 
we  remonstrated  against  the  encroachments  on  the  rights  and  the  inse- 
curity to  that  property  thus  guaranteed,  which  these  Northern  hordes  so 
remorselessly  inflicted  upon  us.  They  became  deaf  to  our  remonstran- 
ces, because  they  believed  they  had  the  power  and  felt  in  every  fiber  the 
will  to  “whip  us  in.”  We  have  disappointed  them.  We  have  broken 
their  columns  in  almost  every  conflict.  W e have  early  acquired  a pres- 
tige of  success  which  has  stricken  terror  into  the  Northern  heart.  Their 
“ grand  armies”  have  been  held  in  check  by  comparatively  few  but  stern- 
hearted  men,  and  now  they  would  invoke  Kentucky  valor  to  aid  them 
in  beating  down  the  true  sons  of  the  South  who  have  stood  the  shock, 
and  in  bringing  common  ruin  upon  Kentucky  and  her  kindred  people. 
Will  you  play  this  unnatural  part,  Kentuckians  *?  Heaven  forbid ! The 
memories  of  the  past  forbid!  The  honor  of  your  wives  and  daughters, 
your  jiast  renown,  and  the  fair  name  of  your  posterity  forbid  that  you 
should  strike  for  Lincoln  and  the  abolition  of  slavery  against  those 
struggling  for  the  rights  and  independence  of  your  kindred  race. 
Strike  with  us  for  independence  and  the  preservation  of  your  property, 
and  those  Northern  invaders  of  your  soil  will  soon  be  driven  across  the 
Ohio. 

F.  K.  ZOLLICOFFEK, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green^  Ky.j  December  24,  1861. 
His  Excellency  John  J.  Pettus, 

Governor  of  Mississippi : 

Sir  : On  assuming  command  of  this  department  it  was  my  chief  object 
to  collect  a sufficient  force  to  shield  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  from 
the  enemy  and  assure  its  safety.  Calls  were  made  by  me  upon  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Mississippi  and  other  States  of  the  Confederacy  for  troops,  but, 
notwithstanding  the  patriotic  efforts  of  the  Governors,  the  response  has 
not  been  such  as  the  emergency  demands,  and  in  consequence  there  is 
not  now  a force  at  my  disposition  equal  to  the  exigency  of  my  situa- 
tion. 

It  was  apprehended  by  me  that  the  enemy  [would]  attempt  to  assail 
the  South  not  only  by  boats  and  troops  moving  down  the  river,  to  be 
assembled  during  the  fall  and  winter,  but  by  columns  marching  inland, 
threatening  Tennessee  by  endeavoring  to  burn  the  defenses  at  Colum- 
bus. Further  observation  confirms  me  in  this  opinion,  but  I think  the 
means  employed  for  the  defense  of  the  river  will  probably  render  it 
comparatively  secure. 

The  enemy  will  energetically  push  towards  N^ashville  the  heavy  masses 
of  troops  now  assembled  between  Louisville  and  this  place. 

The  general  position  of  Bowling  Green  is  good  and  commanding,  but 
the  peculiar  topography  of  the  place  and  the  length  of  the  line  of  the 
Barren  Kiver  as  a line  of  defense,  though  strong,  requires  a large  force 
to  defend  it. 

There  is  no  equally  defensible  position  as  this  place,  nor  line  of  defense 
as  the  Barren  Eiver,  between  the  Barren  and  the  Cumberland,  at  Nash- 
ville, so  that  this  place  cannot  be  abandoned  without  exposing  Tennes- 
see and  giving  vastly  the  vantage  ground  to  the  enemy. 

It  is  manifest  that  the  Northern  generals  appreciate  this,  and  by  with- 
drawing their  forces  from  Western  Virginia  and  Eastern  Kentucky  they 
have  managed  to  add  them  to  the  new  levies  from  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois,  and  to  concentrate  a force  in  front  of  me  variously  estimated 
at  from  60,000  to  100,000  men  and  which  I believe  will  number  75,000. 

To  maintain  my  position  I have  only  about  17,000  men  in  this  neigh- 
borhood. It  is  impossible  for  me  to  obtain  additions  to  my  strength 
from  Columbus.  The  generals  in  command  of  that  quarter  consider 
that  it  would  imperil  that  point  to  diminish  their  force  and  open  Ten- 
nessee to  the  enemy. 

General  Zollicoffer  cannot  join  me,  as  he  guards  the  Cumberland  and 
prevents  the  invasion  and  possible  revolt  of  East  Tennessee.  Notwith- 
standing these  adverse  circumstances,  relying  upon  the  firm  purpose 
that  animates  the  hearts  of  my  troops  to  maintain  the  cause  of  the  coun- 
try, I will  not  relinquish  my  position  without  a battle,  and  your  excel- 
lency can  well  conceive  the  momentous  importance  of  my  situation.  If 
troops  are  given  to  me,  if  the  people  can  be  made  to  feel  how  much 
suffering  and  calamity  would  be  avoided  by  the  presence  now  in  my  camp 
of  10,000  on  15,000  more  brave  men,  so  that  I could  attack  the  enemy, 
and  not  from  a disparity  of  force  be  compelled  to  await  it,  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  same  generous  ardor  that  induced  them  to  embark  in  the 
great  struggle  for  our  independence  would  give  me  such  success  that 
victory  would  be  certain.  I therefore  ask  that  for  the  coming  struggle 
every  man  should  be  sent  forward.  A decisive  battle  will  probabl}"  be 
fought  on  this  line,  and  a company  on  that  day  will  be  more  than  a 
regiment  next  year.  If  the  enemy  does  not  attack,  the  North,  embar- 
rassed at  home  and  menaced  with  war  by  England,  will  shrink,  foiled, 
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from  the  conflict,  and  the  freedom  of  the  South  will  be  forever  estab- 
lished. If,  however,  the  battle  of  independence  is  to  be  fought  here, 
the  history  of  Mississippi  and  the  character  of  her  gallant  people  com- 
pel me  to  believe  that  they  would  be  among  the  first  and  staunchest  to 
stand  by  their  brethren  in  arms. 

I have  intrusted  this  letter  to  the  care  of  the  honorable  the  chief 
justice  of  your  State,  Judge  Smith,  to  deliver,  with  my  request  to  inform 
your  excellency  of  all  such  details  as  are  of  importance,  and  to  urge  upon 
you  the  necessity  of  sending  forward  to  this  place  every  armed  man 
that  can  be  spared  from  Mississippi  at  the  earliest  moment. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  JOHNSTONT, 
General,  C.  8.  Army, 


Kayy  Department, 
Richmond,  December  24,  1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  Leonidas  Polk, 

Commanding  Forces  at  Columbus,  Ky.: 

Sir  : The  completion  of  the  iron-clad  gunboats  at  Memphis  by  Mr. 
Shirly  is  regarded  as  highly  important  to  the  defenses  of  the  Mississippi. 
One  of  them  at  Columbus  would  have  enabled  you  to  complete  the  an- 
nihilation of  the  enemy.  Had  I not  supposed  that  every  facility  for 
obtaining  carpenters  from  the  army  near  Memphis  Avould  have  been 
extended  to  the  enterprise,  I would  not  have  felt  authorized  to  have 
commenced  their  construction  there,  as  it  was  evident  that  ruinous 
delays  must  ensue  if  deprived  of  obtaining  mechanics  in  this  way.  These 
vessels  will  be  armed  with  very  heavy  guns  and  will  be  iron-clad,  and 
with  such  aid  as  mechanics  under  your  command  can  afford  they  may 
be  completed,  I am  assured,  in  sixty  days.  May  I ask,  therefore,  that 
you  will  extend  to  this  Department  the  necessary  aid  % Tlie  men  may 
be  furloughed  for  this  special  service,  and  the  highest  current  wages 
will  be  paid  them. 

The  Department,  to  induce  the  construction  of  the  boats,  has  to  be  in 
advance  to  Mr.  Shirly,  and  the  Government  may  be  said  to  be  exclu- 
sively interested  in  their  speedy  completion. 

I have  also  to  ask  that,  if  practicable,  a guard  be  assigned  to  protect 
these  vessels.  Though  Mr.  Shirly  stands  in  the  light  of  a contractor, 
he  seems  to  have  been  guided  alone  by  patriotism  and  an  unselfish 
desire  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  serve  us,  and  has  undertaken  to  con- 
struct the  vessels  at  our  own  estimates. 

Unless  mechanics  can  be  obtained  from  the  forces  under  your  com- 
mand the  completion  of  these  vessels  will  be  a matter  of  uncertainty, 
and  the  Government  will  lose  their  services  and  sustain  all  the  iiecu- 
niary  loss. 

I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  K.  MALLOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Columbus,  Ky.,  December  24,  1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin: 

It  has  been  several  months  since  a large  portion  of  this  army  has 
received  any  pay,  and  a number  of  regiments  have  never  received  a 
doUar  since  entering  the  service.  They  are  getting  very  sore  under 
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this  state  of  affairs,  and  I respectfully  entreat  that  the  necessary  funds 
to  pay  this  army  he  at  once  forwarded  or  placed  to  my  credit  at  the 
earliest  practicable  moment. 

L.  POLK. 


Columbus,  December  24,  1861. 

General  Johnston: 

Do  you  still  want  support  ? Answer. 

L.  POLK. 
[December  24,  1861.] 

[Leonidas  Polk:] 

Yes.  Ten  thousand  or  more,  if  possible,  without  delay  of  a day. 

[A.  S.  JOHKSTOk] 


Columbus,  December  24,  1861. 

General  Johnston: 

I have  resolved  to  send  you  Bowen’s  command  of  infantry,  about 
5,000  strong,  and  have  to-day  issued  orders  to  him  to  move  at  once.  He 
will  divide  his  force  into  two  parts ; one-half  will  go  by  wagons  to 
Paris,  the  other  half  via  Union  City  and  Humboldt.  I retain  his  cav- 
alry and  two  batteries  of  artillery,  and  will  replace  his  forces  at  Feli- 
ciana by  four  regiments  sixty-days’  men  from  Mississippi. 

I keep  the  cavalry  and  artillery  because  I suppose  you  do  not  want 
them. 

L.  POLK. 


Bowling  Green,  December  24,  1861. 

General  Polk,  Columbus: 

Order  the  troops  to  this  place.  Send  the  troops  first  j send  the  wagon 
transportation  as  soon  as  possible  after  them.  If  you  can  spare  artil- 
lery, send  it. 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond^  December  24,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  B.  Crittenden,  Knoxville: 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  20th  instant  has  been  received.  You  are  author-  :! 
ized  to  organize  into  a battalion  the  seven  companies  of  cavalry  men-  ^ 
tioned  in  your  letter,  and  you  are  requested  to  have  the  muster  rolls 
forwarded  to  this  Department,  and  to  recommend  proper  officers  for 
lieutenant-colonel  and  major  of  the  battalion,  and  to  attach  it  to  your  ji 
command.  You  are  further  authorized  to  receive  and  muster  into  the  | 
Confederate  service  all  the  troops  that  are  tendered  in  East  Tennessee  ;; 
for  the  war,  as  well  as  all  twelve-months’  men  that  furnish  their  own  j| 
arms.  You  are  requested  to  advise  the  Department  of  all  troops  ;■ 
received  and  to  forward  muster  rolls  as  fast  as  possible,  taking  care  } 
to  receive  into  the  service  no  unarmed  twelve-months’  volunteers.  I 
Your  obedient  servant,  n 

J.  P.  BEKJAMINT, 

Secretary  of  War,  I 
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Headquarters, 

Knoxville^  Tenn.^  December  24,  18G1. 

To  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  G.  S.  A., 

Richmond^  Ya.: 

Sir:  Upon  a conference  with  Colonel  Leaclbetter  I have  become 
satisfied  that  the  unorganized  compauies  serving  in  East  Tennessee 
form  a part  of  my  command.  I have  therefore  deemed  it  advisable, 
in  anticipation  of  a reply  to  the  letter  I wrote  to  the  Department  some 
days  since,  to  order  them  to  rendezvous  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  organized.  I believe  that  under  existing  circum- 
stances the  President  appoints  the  field  officers,  &c.  Colonel  Lead- 
better  and  I concur  in  the  opinion  that  in  their  jjresent  unorganized 
and  to  a great  extent  irresponsible  condition  they  are  doing  as  much 
harm  as  good  to  the  service.  Therefore  their  beiug  ordered  to  rendez- 
vous here  will  work  no  injury  to  the  service  in  any  event;  that  is  to  say, 
whether  they  belong  to  my  command  or  that  of  Colonel  Leadbetter. 

Colonel  Powell’s  regiment  marched  to-day  for  Brigadier-General  ' 
Zollicofier’s  headquarters.  Brigadier-General  Carroll’s  will  march 
to-morrow  and  next  day.  I myself  will  leave  to-morrow. 

I have  been  much  embarrassed  by  the  difficulty  of  procuring  serv- 
iceable arms  and  the  necessary  transportation  for  General  Carroll’s 
brigade. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  B.  CEITTEKDEK, 
Major- General^  Commanding. 


Knoxville,  Tenn.,  December  24,  18G1. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector- General^  Richmond: 

Sir  : I inclose  slii)  from  the  Knoxville  Eegister  of  this  date,  the  sub- 
stance of  which  has  been  confirmed  to  me  in  conversation  by  Dr. 
Abernathy.  He  states  that  these  emissaries  were  surprised  at  night, 
and  their  clothes  were  captured,  consisting  of  the  Eegular  United 
States  uniform.  That  they  are  emissaries  from  Kentucky  and  the 
enemy  cannot  be  doubted. 

I am  now  disposing  the  troops  of  my  command  along  the  railroad 
throughout,  so  as  to  protect  the  important  bridges,  and  the  Depart- 
ment is  aware  that  the  number  of  men  is  none  too  great  for  that 
especial  service.  In  the  northern  counties — such  as  Scott,  Morgan, 
and  Campbell — disturbances  are  frequent,  and  Southern  men  are  much 
exposed.  Notwithstanding  the  favorable  aspect  of  things  generally 
in  East  Tennessee  the  country  is  held  by  a slight  tenure,  and  tlie 
approach  of  an  enemy  would  lead  to  prompt  insurrection  of  an  aggra- 
vated character.  It  should  be  constantly  kept  in  awe  by  the  presence 
of  a resiiectable  force. 

I understand  my  command  to  embrace  only  the  railroad  line  and 
that  portion  of  the  country  adjacent  from  which  it  is  or  may  be  threat- 
ened by  insurgent  bands. 

My  headquarters  are  now  at  Knoxville. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  LEADBETTER, 
Colonel^  Commanding, 
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[Inclosure.] 

From  Loudon. — Dr.  Abernathy,  surgeon  of  the  post  at  Loudon, 
arrived  in  town  last  night,  and  reports  that  a party  of  three  of  Byrd’s 
men  had  been  seen  near  that  place,  and  that  on  Saturday  night  a party 
of  citizens  attempted  to  capture  them,  but  did  not  succeed.  They 
succeeded,  how^ever,  in  getting  their  guns,  bayonets,  &c.,  which  they 
threw  away,  after  firing  on  the  attacking  party,  to  facilitate  their  flight. 
The  citizens  returned  the  fire,  but  ^‘nobody  was  hurt  on  either  side.” 
The  Lincolnites  told  a supposed  friend  that  they  were  off  on  detailed 
duty,  to  be  ready  to  burn  bridges,  &c.,  as  soon  as  the  grand  Union 
Army  makes  its  appearance  in  East  Tennessee,  which  they  say  Colonel 
Byrd  assured  them  it  would  surely  do,  50,000  strong,  in  two  weeks  at 
furthest,  and  he  bade  them  tell  the  Unionists  here  ^‘to  be  of  good 
cheer,  and  take  the  oath  as  often  as  required  of  them.”  They  also 
state  that  their  party  consists  of  100  men.  Our  military  authorities 
would  do  well  to  look  to  this  matter. 


Bowling  Green,  December  25,  1861. 


Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Let  nothing  prevent  Floyd’s  brigade  from  coming  here  immediately. 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON. 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green^  Ky.^  December  25,  1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War  C.  S.  : 

Sir  : The  recent  movements  of  the  enemy  and  the  concentration  of 
heavy  masses  of  troops  indicated  an  early  advance,  and  the  weather, 
which  has  been  unusually  fine,  resembling  the  fall  rather  than  vriiitcr, 
rendered  it  probable  that  a battle  would  be  fought  in  this  vicinity. 

Information  from  various  sources  shows  that  every  effort  has  been 
made  by  General  Buell  to  concentrate  all  his  strength  for  a movement 
upon  Tennessee  through  Central  Kentucky,  and  that  not  less  than 

75.000  men  are  assembled  in  front  of  me,  while  I have  not  more  than 

17.000  men  for  active  operations.  After  a careful  examination  I have 
found  the  line  of  the  Barren  Biver  the  only  good  defensible  one  between 
Green  Biver  and  Nashville.  Bowling  Green  from  its  topography  is 
naturally  a strong  position,  and  gives  command  over  Central  Ken- 
tucky south  of  Green  Biver,  and  has  easy  communication  by  railroad 
to  Clarksville  and  by  rail  and  turnpike  to  Nashville.  Its  local  advan- 
tages for  defense  are  good,  though  requiring  a large  force  for  that  pur- 
pose, as  it  is  situated  in  an  amphitheater  of  some  extent.  The  place 
has  been  strengthened  by  good  defensive  works,  requiring  about  4,000 
men  for  their  defense  and  to  be  supported  by  a large  force.  I hav^e  as 
a further  precaution  ordered  intrenchments  to  be  thrown  ui)  under  the 
direction  of  the  chief  engineer.  Major  Gilmer,  at  Nashville.  These  ar- 
rangements are  such  that  they  perhaps  double  the  efficiency  of  my  force 
for  the  defense  of  this  line. 

The  enemy  have  recently  reconstrue  ted  the  bridges  between  Louis- 
ville and  Green  Biver,  and  have  thrown  forward  a strong  advance  to 
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Woodson ville,  with  which  Terry^s  cavalry  had  a successful  encounter 
on  the  17th  instant,  in  which  we  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  the  gallant 
leader  of  it.  Their  forces  in  heavy  masses  are  stationed  at  Woodson- 
ville,  Bacon  Creek,  Nolin,  &c.  There  is  also  a corps  of  about  0,000 
men  at  Columbia,  which  is  being  rapidly  re-enforced.  There  is  another 
considerable  force  at  Lebanon,  at  the  terminus  of  the  Louisville  Eail- 
road,  and  another  at  Somerset.  The  banks  of  the  Green  Kiver  from 
Munfordville  down  are  unoccupied,  as  The  country  is  quite  rugged,  ex- 
cept by  a force  under  General  T.  [L.]  Crittenden.  These  dispositions  of 
their  troops  are  in  accordance  with  information  received  from  several 
sources,  and  lead  to  the  belief  that  a forward  movement  will  very  soon 
be  made  in  this  direction,  but  at  present  I can  only  conjecture  whether 
they  will  make  their  attack  here  or  turn  my  right,  or,  relying  upon 
their  superiority  of  numbers,  attempt  both  at  the  same  time. 

If  Floyd’s  brigade,  from  Virginia,  and  Bowen’s  division,  en  route  from 
Columbus,  reach  here,  as  I expect,  in  a few  days,  they  will  be  compelled 
to  attack  me  here.  With  my  force  thus  considerably  increased  I do 
not  think  they  will  attempt  to  turn  my  position. 

General  Hindman,  with  his  brigade  of  Hardee’s  division,  is  at  Bell’s, 
on  the  railroad  and  pike,  with  Swett’s  battery.  His  front  is  covered 
with  the  Texas  and  Arkansas  cavalry.  Breckinridge,  with  his  brigade 
of  Buckner’s  division,  is  at  Oakland,  10  miles  in  rear  of  Hindman,  with 
Morgan’s  cavalry  in  the  direction  of  Brownsville.  Helm,  with  his  regi- 
ment of  Kentucky  cavalry,  has  been  ordered  back  to  Skegg’s  Creek 
Bridge  and  the  Barren  Bridge,  on  the  route  from  Scottsville  to  Glas- 
gow. His  scouts  keep  the  country  under  observation  towards  Wood- 
son  ville  and  Columbia.  Should  the  enemy  move  in  force  on  this  route, 
the  bridges  across  the  Barren  and  other  streams  towards  Glasgow  wiU 
be  burned.  The  remainder  of  the  divisions  of  Hardee  and  Buckner, 
and  the  sixty  days’  State  troops  of  Mississippi,  recently  anived,  under 
the  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  Davis,  are  stationed  here,  my  whole  force 
amounting,  as  before  remarked,  to  17,000  men.  A brigade  under  Gen- 
eral Clark  is  posted  at  Hopkinsville  to  guard  against  the  movements 
of  the  enemy  on  Lower  Green  Eiver,  towards  Clarksville,  and  to  follow 
their  movement  should  they  attempt  to  co-operate  with  the  movements 
of  the  enemy  in  my  front.  His  force  should  be  much  greater  for  these 
purposes. 

The  measures  adopted  at  Columbus  render  that  place  comparatively 
secure  from  any  immediate  attempt  of  the  enemy.  The  position  of  Gen- 
eral Zollicoffer  on  the  Cumberland  holds  in  check  the  meditated  inva- 
sion and  hoped-for  revolt  in  East  Tennessee,  but  1 can  neither  order 
Zollicoffer  to  join  me  here  nor  withdraw  anymore  force  from  Columbus 
witlioufc  imperiling  our  communications  towards  Eichmond  or  endan- 
gering Tennessee  and  the  Mississippi  Valley.  This  1 have  resolved 
not  to  do,  but  have  chosen,  on  the  contrary,  to  post  my  inadequate 
force  in  such  a manner  as  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check,  guard  the  fron- 
tier, and  hold  the  Barren  till  the  winter  terminates  the  campaign,  or,  if 
any  fault  in  their  movements  is  committed  or  his  lines  become  ex])osed 
when  his  force  is  developed,  to  attack  him  as  opi)ortunity  offers.  If 
the  camiiaign  closes  without  any  striking  success  to  their  arms  and 
without  any  impression  on  our  territory,  the  FTorth  must  shrink  dis- 
heartened from  the  contest,  and,  with  embarrassed  relations,  if  not  hos- 
tile attitude,  towards  England,  the  first  great  step  towards  our  inde- 
pendence is  gained.  The  contest  here  must  be  relinquished  for  the 
winter  by  the  enemy  or  a decisive  blow  soon  struck;  to  make  the  latter 
is  their  true  policy. 
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Efforts  have  been  incessantly  made  by  me  for  the  last  four  months 
to  augment  my  force  in  the  different  army  corps  to  an  adequate  degree 
of  strength,  but  while  the  Governors  of  States  have  seconded  my  ap- 
peals, the  response  has  been  feeble,  perhaps  because  the  people  did 
not  feel  or  understand  the  great  exigency  that  exists.  I have  again  to- 
day urged  most  earnestly  the  Governors  of  Mississippi  and  Tennessee 
to  send  me  re-enforcements,  for  a company  now  is  worth  a regiment 
next  year,  and  if  our  force  can  be  increased  to  one-half  of  that  of  the 
enemy  the  frontier  of  Tennessee  will  be  safe  and  shall  be  successfully 
defended  here. 

In  conclusion,  I would  respectfully  request  that  the  Government  wiU 
earnestly  and  zealously  aid  me  in  my  efforts  to  procure  additional  re- 
enforcements  by  communications  addressed  to  the  Governors  of  Ten- 
nessee and  Mississippi  and  elsewhere,  and  that  every  influence  should 
.be  brought  to  bear  to  convince  them  and  their  gallant  people  that  a 
decisive  battle  must  probably  be  fought  liere  for  the  freedom  of  the 
South,  and  that  every  man  sent  forward  here  is  of  importance  to  the 
Confederacy. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  JOHNSTO^T, 
General^  C.  S.  Aryny, 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  December  25,  1861. 

His  Excellency  Isham  G.  Harris, 

Governor  of  Tennessee: 

Sir  : The  present  situation  of  affairs  is  such  that  I deem  it  necessary 
to  call  the  attention  of  your  excellency  to  it  in  connection  with  the 
movements  which  the  enemy  meditate  towards  Tennessee.  My  infor- 
mation continues  to  convince  me  that  a heavy  concentration  of  force  on 
this  line  has  been  made  to  invade  Tennessee  on  the  route  to  Nashville. 

The  troops  of  Western  Virginia  and  Eastern  Kentucky  have  been 
withdrawn  and  ordered  upon  the  line  in  my  front.  These  regiments, 
with  large  re-enforcements  from  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  other  Northwestern 
States,  have  been  assembled,  and  the  estimates  from  the  most  reliable 
sources  show  that  General  Buell  has  about  75,000  men,  probably  more, 
at  his  disposition,  while  the  effective  force  here  at  my  command  does 
not  exceed  17,000  men.  In  order  to  render  these  equal  to  the  duty  of 
preserving  our  frontier  and  protecting  Nashville,  I have  used  every 
precaution,  and  feel  sanguine  that  by  the  dispositions  of  the  last  few 
months  they  can  be  made  to  hold  in  check  double  their  number.  Bowl- 
ing Green,  naturally  strong,  has  been  well  intrenched.  Columbus  Fort, 
with  its  garrison  and  troops  on  that  front  guarding  the  Mississippi, 
renders  the  lower  valley  comparatively  secure,  and  General  Zollicoffer, 
on  the  Cumberland,  protects  East  Tennessee  from  invasion  and  possible 
revolt,  which  would  destroy  our  communications  between  the  Missis- 
sippi and  Atlantic  States  and  inflict  great  injury. 

These  dispositions  will  foil  the  designs  of  the  enemy  on  East  Tennes- 
see and  defeat  or  retard  his  design  to  descend  the  Mississippi  this 
winter.  The  vulnerable  point  is  by  the  line  from  Louisville  towards 
Nashville,  and  the  Northern  generals  are  evidently  aware  of  it.  In 
order  to  obtain  additional  strength  I ordered  Major  Gilmer,  my  chief 
engineer,  to  go  to  Nashville  and  arrange  defensive  works  for  its  protec- 
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tion,  and  Rave  provided  a sufficient  armament.  I will  endeavor  to  ren- 
der them  unnecessary  by  defending  Nashville  here,  but  a proper  fore- 
cast should  induce  all  to  join  in  their  immediate  construction,  and  I 
therefore  ask  you  to  have  them  completed  or  take  effective  measures 
to  furnish  the  necessary  labor  for  their  execution  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  country  between  this  place  and  Nashville  offers  no  good  defensible 
line,  and  the  works  I have  ordered  should  not  be  neglected. 

Such  being  the  situation  of  affairs,  the  enemy  will  be  compelled  to 
move  against  Tennessee  by  this  route  or  submit  to  the  humiliation  of 
closing  a campaign  without  result  or  impression  upon  us  in  this  quarter. 

The  news  from  Europe,  as  well  as  the  dissatisfaction  in  the  North, 
force  them  to  advance  now  or  admit  the  independeoce  of  the  Confed- 
eracy virtually  established.  The  disparity  of  my  force  is  very  great, 
and  exposes  our  cause  to  a hazard  that  it  is  most  unwise  to  continue  to 
incur.  Ten  or  fifteen  thousand  additional  troops  would  make  me  feel 
assured  of  victory.  With  this  additional  force  I could  avail  myself  of 
every  fault  of  their  movements.  Without  them,  I must  be  a spectator, 
without  power  to  seize  the  opportunities.  Foreseeing  all  this,  for  the 
last  four  months  I have  endeavored  to  obtain  additional  forces  from 
Tennessee  and  other  States,  but  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  your 
excellency  and  other  governors,  the  response  has  been  feeble  and  the 
forces  inadequate  to  the  momentous  interests  involved. 

If  the  people  could  be  properly  impressed  with  the  vast  exigency  all 
would  be  safe,  the  designs  of  the  enemy  thwarted,  and  the  Northern 
mind  become  dispirited  and  anxious  for  peace.  A company  now  is  worth 
to  the  South  a regiment  next  year. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I once  more  invoke  your  excellency  to 
impress  ui)on  your  people  these  views  and  solicit  you  to  forward  to  me 
here  every  man  at  your  disposition.  If  well  re-enforced  now,  Tennes- 
see, the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  Confederacy  is  safe. 

lieturning  to  your  excellency  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  energetic  and 
efficient  co-operation  which  I have  received  from  you  and  Tennessee 
since  I assumed  command,  I have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself,  with 
great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 
General^  G.  S.  Army, 

Five  thousand  men,  Boweffs  division,  will  leave  Columbus  for  this 
place  to-day. 


Eichmond,  Decemher  25,  1861. 
Maj.  W.  E.  Hunt,  Memphis^  Tenn.: 

Arms  belonging  to  the  Government  cannot  be  issued  to  twelve- 
months’  volunteers  until  the  volunteers  for  the  war  are  first  supplied. 
There  are  war  regiments  now  waiting  to  be  armed,  and  if  there  are 
Government  arms  at  Memphis  for  issue,  unarmed  war  regiments  will 
be  sent  to  Tennessee  to  receive  them.  This  restriction  is  not  intended 
to  apply  to  the  arms  belonging  to  the  twelve-months’  regiments  waiting 
repair  or  alteration  which  can  be  made  at  the  armories ; and  such  was 
the  case  in  respect  to  General  Carroll’s  arms,  which  were  sent  to  Mem- 
phis to  be  put  in  order. 

S.  COOPEE, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 
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Eichmond,  December  26,  1861. 
General  A.  Sidney  Johnston,  Bowling  Green^  Ky. : 

Floyd’s  brigade  started  in  part  yesterday  j rest  leaves  to-day  and  to- 
morrow. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Eichmond,  Ya.,  December  26,  1861. 
General  Leonidas  Polk,  Columbus^  Ky,  : 

The  funds  in  the  Branch  Bank  of  Kentucky  are  to  be  held  by  you 
subject  to  the  orders  of  Governor  Johnson,  of  Kentucky.* 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Eichmond,  Va.,  December  26, 1861. 
General  Leonidas  Polk,  Columbus: 

I am  using  every  exertion  to  get  the  pay  forwarded  to  your  army. 
Hope  to  have  it  on  the  way  to  you  to-morrow  or  next  day. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War, 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Bichmondy  December  26,  1861. 
General  A.  Sidney  Johnston,  Bowling  Green^  Ky, : 

Sir  : In  making  provision  for  the  subsistence  of  the  Army  in  your 
department  great  difiSculties  exist,  arising  from  the  indisposition  of 
many  parties  in  the  border  States  to  receive  the  Treasury  notes  or  bonds 
of  the  Government  in  payment  for  supplies.  This  is  a war  for  national 
existence,  and  the  Army  must  be  fed,  and  it  is  impossible  to  pay  for  its 
food  otherwise  than  in  our  national  currency.  True  friends  to  our  cause 
will  nowhere  refuse  to  receive  that  currency,  and  our  enemies,  whom, 
under  the  laws  of  war  we  have  a right  to  lay  under  contribution,  can- 
not, of  course,  be  listened  to  when  they  ask  that  our  currency  be  sold 
at  a heavy  discount  in  order  to  pay  them  in  gold.  Major  Jackson,  your 
chief  commissary,  informs  the  Department  that  in  some  cases  jiarties 
have  succeeded  in  extorting  a discount  of  40  per  cent.  You  will  at 
once  perceive  that  a submission  to  such  demands  is  equivalent  to  lay- 
ing down  our  arms.  I have,  therefore,  to  request  that  you  give  orders 
in  your  de])artment  that  all  subsistence  stores  and  supplies  be  paid  for 
in  the  currency  of  the  Government,  and  that,  if  prices  are  advanced  for 
the  purpose  of  covering  any  discount,  you  allow  to  parties  from  whom 
luirchases  are  made  only  such  price  as  would  be  the  fair  value  in  gold 
of  what  they  sell.  In  other  words,  let  the  necessary  supplies  be  im- 
pressed, if  not  otherwise  attainable,  and  paid  for  at  their  cash  coin  value 
in  Confederate  notes.  I inclose  you  extract  of  a letter  written  to  Major 
Jackson  by  the  Commissary-General  some  six  weeks  ago,  in  which  the 
same  view  is  taken.  I see  no  otlier  resource. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War, 


* See  Richmond  to  Benjamin,  December  16,  p.  770. 
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CoLUMUS,  December  26,  1861. 

General  Johnston: 

In  the  opinion  expressed  in  General  Polkas  dispatch,  early  last  Tveek, 
I concurred.  Since  then  the  forces  in  our  front  are  known  to  have  been 
reduced  to  15,000  men.  Now  we  could  spare,  until  your  conflict  is  over, 
3,000  men,  to  be  promptly  returned.  Tlie  forces  in  our  front  have  gone 
against  Price.  This  is  my  opinion,  under  the  altered  condition  of  the 
enemy’s  force. 

GID.  J.  PILLOW. 


Brigade  Headquarters, 

Beech  Grove,  Ky.,  December  26,  1861. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Mackall, 

Bowling  Green,  Ky.: 

Sir  : I sent  to  Gainesborough  two  trains  of  wagons,  amounting  to 
about  150,  to  receive  army  stores  brought  by  the  boats.  I infer  from 
what  is  reported  to  me  that  80  or  100  more  wagon  loads  remain  on  board. 
I cannot  spare  more  wagons  now.  The  river  being  very  low,  the  boats 
did  not  get  higher  than  Carthage.  The  trains  will  probably  not  return 
before  the  last  of  the  month. 

I desire  very  much  to  bring  one  of  the  boats  up  to  this  point ; it 
would  contribute  much  to  our  security  in  more  than  one  way,  and  if  it 
can  be  brought  up  with  its  freight  will  save  us  much  wagoning. 

This  morning  I sent  down  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  650  cavalry- 
men, under  Lieutenant-Colonels  McNairy,  Branner,  and  McClellan,  with 
instructions  to  observe  the  enemy  at  and  near  Columbia  and  descend 
to  Burkesville  by  to-morrow  evening,  giving  me  by  express  messenger 
information  of  all  they  saw  and  heard.  They  are  instructed  to  send 
forward  a detachment  to  communicate  with  the  boat  at  Celina,  and  the 
boat  is  ordered  to  steam  uxi  to  Celina  by  the  evening  of  the  2Sth,  to 
receive  the  news  to  be  communicated  by  the  cavalry.  If  deemed  safe, 
the  boat  is  ordered  to  ascend  to  Mill  Springs  and  the  ca  valry  is  instructed 
to  return  on  the  north  bank  in  such  way  as  to  give  it  security,  df  my 
information  seems  to  make  it  necessary,  I will  make  with  infantry 
and  artillery  such  demonstration  towards  Jamestown,  Ky.,  and  Colum- 
bia as  will  tend  to  keep  the  enemy  away  from  the  river,  I doubt  the 
success  of  the  enterprise,  but  I consider  it  so  desirable  to  bring  the 
boat  up,  that  I will  spare  no  effort  to  accomplish  it. 

Colonel  Wood’s  battalion  and  Captain  McClung’s  battery  have  ar- 
rived, and  I am  advised  that  Colonel  Powell’s  regiment  has  been  ordered 
to  follow. 

Letters  from  Major-General  Crittenden  and  Brigadier-General  Car- 
roll,  of  15th,  17th,  and  18th  instant,  have  just  been  received,  by  which 
I am  advised  that  they  will  be  here  in  a few  days,  and  that  a part  of 
General  Carroll’s  brigade  is  ready  to  march  to  this  point. 

I have  deemed  it  proper  within  the  last  few  days  to  permit  the  forces 
to  commence  building  huts,  to  shield  them  from  the  rigors  of  winter.  I 
have  not  yet  completed  and  still  work  daily  some  force  on  the  earth- 
work defenses  in  front  of  the  position  occupied.  No  i)ickets  of  the 
enemy  have  crossed  Fishing  Creek  for  some  days.  I have  no  recent 
reliable  information  of  their  movements,  but  suppose  they  are  not  likely 
to  attack  me  in  the  strong  position  I hold.  For  a few  days  at  least  I 
wiU  not  be  prepared  to  hunt  them  up. 

Yery  respectfully, 

F.  K.  ZOLLICOFFEE, 

Brigadier-  General, 
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Columbus,  Ky.,  December  27,  1861. 

General  Cooper: 

I am  informed  that  you  instructed  the  ordnance  officer  at  Memphis 
to  issue  no  arms  to  twelve-months’  volunteers.  I have  eiglit  or  ten 
regiments  of  that  description  of  troops  now  at  hand  and  not  one  for 
the  war.  These  troops  both  General  Johnston  and  myself  are  in  press- 
ing need  of.  Cannot  the  exigency  authorize  the  suspension  of  your 
rule  Please  answer  immediately. 

L.  POLK. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Western  Depart]ment, 

Columbus,  Ky.,  December  27,  1861. 

To  the  President: 

Sir:  The  bearers.  Captains  Townsend  and  Montgomery,  come  to  me 
most  highly  recommended,  and  from  the  character  of  their  indorsers  I 
am  induced  to  place  great  confidence  in  their  judgment  and  full  reliance 
in  their  statements. 

The  nature  of  their  proposed  enterprise  I leave  to  their  verbal  com- 
munication for  a better  development  and  more  perfect  understanding. 
In  view,  liowever,  of  the  immense  flotilla  of  gunboats  and  mortar  bat- 
teries, so  thoroughly  armed  and  equipped  and  so  perfect  in  all  its  ap- 
pointments, with  which  the  enemy  are  prepared  to  descend  the  Missis- 
sippi, I deem  it  highly  important  that  we  should  resort  to  any  and  every 
scheme  that  is  at  all  feasible  to  thwart  their  purposes  and  defeat  their 
designs. 

Such  is  the  emergency  in  which  I find  myself  at  this  time  placed  that 
I can  but  advise  the  careful  consideration  of  any  enterprise  which  pur- 
poses for  its  end  our  relief  from  their  force  afloat. 

With  the  enemy  in  possession  of  the  river  the  injury  we  shall  sustain 
is  incalculable,  and  I can  conceive  no  men  more  capable  of  coi)iug  Avith 
such  a force  than  the  boatmen  of  the  Mississippi. 

With  your  knowledge  of  the  daring  and  bravery  of  the  captains, 
liilots,  and  men  that  live  on  this  river,  I think  you  will  sustain  me  in 
this  opinion.  These  gentlemen  propose  to  organize  a considerable  force 
of  these  people,  and  with  such  material  to  execute  their  designs  I think 
most  favorable  results  can  be  anticipated. 

Their  views  in  regard  to  an  independent  organization  and  action,  in 
order  to  give  greater  efficiency  to  the  undertaking,  has  impressed  me 
very  strongly,  and  I can  but  urge  the  reasonableness  of  their  demand 
ami  the  adoption  of  their  views  in  this  respect. 

1 haA^e  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  POLK, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Knoxville,  December  27,  1861.  | 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin: 

Ramsay  entered  a nolle  prosequi  in  Brownlow’s  case.  I hold  him  in 
custody  by  adAuce  of  Colonel  Leadbetter,  to  be  sent  beyond  our  lines  or 
otherwise,  as  you  may  instruct. 

G.  H.  MOKSARRAT, 

Captain  Artillery,  Commanding  Post.  •. 

Approved: 

D.  LEADBETTER, 
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[Eeceived  War  Department,  December  28,  1861.] 

President  Davis  : 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  many  of  our  most  reliable  friends  in  East 
Tennessee  I have  come  to  Eichmond,  to  lay  before  you  a faithful  ac- 
count of  East  Tennessee  matters. 

The  condicting  views  of  j^our  friends  in  that  quarter  have  been  cal- 
culated to  perplex  your  mind  in  regard  to  the  policy  best  adaiited  to 
the  peculiar  condition  of  East  Tennessee. 

Eegarding  the  conversion  of  East  Tennessee  to  our  cause  an  object 
of  vast  importance,  I have  for  the  last  four  months  devoted  my  efforts 
chiefly  to  that  end ; and  the  statements  of  facts  to  which  I ask  your 
attention  are  founded  on  my  personal  observation  and  investigation, 
unbiased  by  party  prejudices  or  personal  animosities,  which  have  done 
more  than  everything  else  to  lieep  alive  in  East  Tennessee  the  preju- 
dices of  the  peoi)le  against  the  Confederate  Government. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  best  informed  and  most  reliable  men  in  East 
Tennessee  that  all  the  Confederate  troops  now  employed  in  guarding 
the  railroads  and  suppressing  rebellion  in  East  Tennessee,  excei)t  one 
regiment,  might  be  safely  sent  to  other  points,  where  troops  are  really 
needed ; and  that  if  jiroper  measures  were  immediately  adopted  to  bring 
back  to  their  families  all  innocent  men  who  have  been  carried  or  fright- 
ened away  from  their  homes,  it  would  restore  peace  and  a sense  of  secu- 
rity to  the  people,  and  put  an  end  to  all  appearances  of  disloyalty  to 
the  Confederate  Government  in  East  Tennessee.  And  I believe  that 
the  wrongs  they  have  suffered,  if. properly  explained  and  promi)tly 
relieved,  will  afford  an  occasion  for  a striking  display  of  the  justice, 
wisdom,  and  power  of  the  Confederate  Government,  which  will  do  more 
to  insure  the  fidelity  of  the  people  of  East  Tennessee  than  all  the  severity 
of  punishment  advised  by  the  violent  partisans  of  that  section,  who  have 
provoked  the  prejudices  of  the  people  against  themselves,  and  conse- 
quently against  the  Government,  of  which  they  were  supxiosed  to  be  the 
true  exponents. 

Eespectfully,  &c., 

H.  E.  AUSTIN, 


Knoxville,  Tenn.,  December  28,  1861. 
non.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Richmond.^  Ya,: 

Dear  Sir  : Your  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  addressed  to  J.  C.  Eamsay, 
esq.,  Confederate  States  district  attorney,  in  relation  to  Brownlow’s 
case,  which  api)ears  in  the  Knoxville  Eegister  of  this  morning,  may 
make  an  erroneous  impression  on  the  public  mind  as  to  the  part  which 
I took  in  iirocuring  a passport  for  him.  The  careless  reader  may  sup- 
pose that  the  Government  intended  to  arrest  him,  and  abandoned  the 
purpose  and  consented  to  his  leaving  the  Confederate  States  on  the 
ground  of  my  representation  that  he  was  so  concealed  as  to  be  entirely 
beyond  its  power.  So  far  as  I knew  or  believed  no  officer  of  the  Gov- 
ernment at  Eichmond  contemplated  his  arrest.  The  application  for 
him  to  leave  was  promptly  assented  to  by  you,  and  in  answer  to  an 
objection  by  President  Davis  that  it  apiieared  to  be  discriminating  in 
favor  of  Brownlow,  conferring  upon  him  a privilege  not  accorded  to 
others,  &c.,  you  replied  that  you  were  willing  for  all  to  go  that  wanted 
to,  and  you  spoke  of  making  a proclamation  to  this  effect,  showing  con- 
clusively that  you  were  not  controlled  in  your  action  upon  this  matter 
by  the  belief  that  Brownlow  was  beyond  your  power. 

I'hese  impressions,  which  may  be  made  from  a casual  reading  of 
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your  letter — though  I presume  it  was  not  so  intended — are  calculated 
to  do  me  injustice,  and  I would  beg  you  to  set  me  right  in  reference  to 
these  particulars.  I acted  in  good  faith  to  the  Government  and  to 
everybody  concerned,  and  I am  willing  to  take  upon  myself  all  the 
responsibility  which  properly  attaches  to  my  acts  or  declarations.  Your 
decision  in  the  premises  I consider  wise,  just,  and  magnanimous,  and 
it  is  capable  of  a full  and  complete  vindication.  The  results  which  will 
follow  his  departure  from  East  Tennessee  will  be  ample  for  this  pur- 
pose 5 but  I am  unwilling  to  be  placed  before  the  country  in  the  atti- 
tude of  having  induced  the  Government  to  abandon  any  intention 
of  arresting  Bro widow,  by  representing  that  he  was  concealed  and 
entirely  beyond  its  power.  Such  was  probably  not  the  fact.  What  I 
stated  was  substantially  this : That  from  fear  of  personal  violence 
Brownlow  had  left  home ; was  supposed  to  be  concealed  in  the  mount- 
ains of  SeAuer  or  Blount  5 that  1 had  not  seen  him;  had  no  authority 
from  him  to  act  for  him ; but  that  his  wife  had  informed  me  that  he 
desired  to  quit  the  Confederate  States,  and  that  she  desired  me  to  pro- 
cure a passport  for  him  if  one  could  be  obtained.”  Upon  this  state- 
ment your  letter  to  General  Crittenden  was  prepared.  It  was  not 
imperatiA^e.  The  question  was  referred  to  General  Crittenden  to  decide 
whether  he  should  go  or  not.  He  Avas  here  on  the  ground ; knew  all 
the  facts;  was  cognizant  of  the  Auews  and  Avishes  of  the  GoA^ernment; 
had  the  means  of  determining  whether  Brownlow  was  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  GoA^ernment  or  not,  and  this  question  he  decided  for  himself, 
unintiuenced  by  any  suggestion  of  mine  whateAW. 

You  will  pardon  me,  1 hope,  for  adding  that  there  is  no  necessity  for 
the  GoA^ernment  to  apologize  for  this  official  act.  It  disappointed  some 
persons  Avho  thirsted  for  his  blood,  and  who  had  cherished  the  hope 
that  he  would  fall  a victim  to  this  rcA^olution,  and  they  excited  some 
feeling  among  the  soldiery  here.  But  the  more  enlightened,  liberal, 
and  brave  Southern  men  among  us  take  a different  view.  W'^hen  the 
reA^olution  is  OA^er  you  will  liaAX  no  occasion  to  regret  the  course  which 
you  haA-e  pursued  in  reference  to  BrownloAv’s  case. 

Eespectfully,  yours, 

JNO.  BAXTEE. 


Headquarters, 

Kelly^s  Station^  Tenn,^  December  28,  1861. 

The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  West^  Boivling  Oreen,  Ky. : 

Sir:  Your  telegram  reached  me  two  days  out  from  KnoxAulle,  on 
my  way  to  General  Zollicoffer’s  headquarters,  and  for  that  reason  I am 
compelled  to  confine  myself  to  an  informal  statement  of  the  troops 
under  my  command. 

There  are  two  regiments  of  infantry  at  Cumberland  Gap  and  Brazel- 
ton’s  battalion  ot  caAmlry,  two  companies  of  which  are  serAung  Avith 
Zollicoffer.  The  command  numbers  1,500  men  for  duty ; aggregate,  a 
little  over  2,000. 

General  Carroll’s  brigade  consists  of  two  regiments  at  Knoxville  or 
vicinity,  one  armed  and  on  the  road  to  General  Zollicoffer,  one  unarmed 
still  in  KnoxAulle,  and  Colonel  Avery’s  regiment  (incomplete)  at  Bowl- 
ing Green.  Captain  Monsarrat’s  battery,  consisting  of  ten  pieces,  is 
also  attached  to  the  brigade,  but  the  company  is  not  yet  filled  up,  the  ^ 
intention  being  to  augment  it  to  250  men.  Colonel  Gillespie’s  regiment, 
lately  organized,  is  at  Knoxville,  but  as  yet  assigned  to  no  brigade, 
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and  I do  not  know  whether  it  is  to  be  considered  under  my  command 
or  not. 

In  addition  to  the  forces  mentioned  there  are  seven  independent 
companies  (mounted),  which  have  been  serving  in  East  Tennessee, 
collecting  arms,  suppressing  insurrections,  &c.  I have  ordered  them 
all  to  Knoxville  (considering  them  under  my  command)  for  the  purpose 
of  their  more  complete  organization,  and  have  written  to  that  effect  to 
the  Adjutant-General,  it  being  my  opinion  that  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances the  President  has  the  power  on  their  organization  into  a 
battalion  to  appoint  the  field  officers. 

In  conclusion,  this  report  excludes  General  Zollicoffer’s  immediate 
command.  As  soon  as  possible  after  my  arrival  in  Kentucky  I will 
furnish  a full  and  detailed  account  of  my  entire  command. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

G.  B.  CKITTENDEK, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green,  December  29,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  Leonidas  Polk,  Columbus: 

If  in  your  opinion  you  can  now  spare  more  troops  than  you  have 
ordered,  they  will  be  very  useful  if  only  sent  as  far  as  Clarksville. 

Eeport  says  the  transportation  for  Bowen,  Campbell,  and  Eeynolds 
has  been  detained.  Transportation  is  limited  here,  and  the  wagon 
transportation  should  be  sent  here  as  soon  as  possible. 

By  order  of  General  Johnston  : 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Bowlinu  Green,  Ky.,  December  29,  1861. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America : 

Sir  ; The  suggestions  contained  in  the  inclosed  letter  of  the  Hon. 
William  Preston  are  in  my  opinion  eminently  wise,  and  I urged  him 
to  communicate  them  to  Your  Excellency,  with  the  hope  that  you  would 
concur  and  issue  a proclamation,  which  must  spread  dismay  among  the 
troops  of  various  States  now  arrayed  against  us  in  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

With  great  regard,  I remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOEGE  W.  JOHNTSOK. 


[Inclosure.] 

Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  December  28,  1861. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America: 

Sir  : Eecent  events  in  Congress  show  that  the  extreme  Eepublican 
party  will  force  the  administration  to  confiscate  or  enfranchise  the 
slaves,  and  that  Kew  England  will  compel  the  Government  to  adopt 
her  policy  or  abandon  the  war.  Since  the  report  of  Mr.  Cameron  and 
the  message  of  Mr.  Lincoln  great  discontents  have  been  manifested 
among  the  Union  men  in  Kentucky.  The  Louisville  Journal,  the  Dem- 
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ocrat,  and  all  the  other  journals  of  the  State,  denounced  the  policy  in 
hitter  terms,  hut  now  are  awed  and  silenced  hy  the  Government.  Uni- 
versal dissatisfaction  prevails,  and  information  from  various  sources 
proves  that  the  Kentucky  troops  in  the  Federal  service  are  discontented 
and  distrusted.  The  officers  have  heen  invoked  to  resign  in  such  an 
event  hy  the  press,  and  many  have  announced  their  intention  to  do  so 
if  the  anti-slavery  measures  before  Congress  should  pass.  Major  Phifer, 
who  hore  a flag  of  truce  from  General  Hindman  to  General  Johnson, 
now  commanding  the  advanced  corps  of  the  Federals,  after  the  skirmish 
in  which  Terry  fell,  told  me  that  General  Johnson,  who  is  a Kentuckian 
and  former  comrade,  said  openly  that  an  avowal  of  such  a policy  would 
cause  him  and  others  instantly  to  resign  and  abandon  the  Federal  servj 
ice.  It  is  said  that  Generals  Ward,  Kousseau,  and  Crittenden  are 
discontented  and  distrusted;  that  Ward  has  resigned,  Eousseau  has 
heen  ordered  from  the  advance  to  the  rear,  and  that  Crittenden  is  no 
longer  in  command  at  Calhoun.  Colonel  Jackson,  a member  of  Con- 
gress, has  expressed  his  intention  to  resist  any  attempt  at  anti-slavery 
legislation,  and  the  resolution  before  the  Legislature  at  Frankfort  shows 
that  in  the  Union  party  there  is  a vast  majority  determined  to  oppose 
all  plans  of  emancipation  by  Congress. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a matter  of  great 
importance  to  augment  to  the  utmost  this  dissatisfaction.  The  chief 
obstacle  to  the  redemption  of  Kentucky  is  the  fear  of  the  leaders  who 
have  adhered  to  Lincoln  that  they  have  gone  so  far  that  in  the  event 
of  Southern  success  they  will  be  forever  proscribed  and  persecuted. 
There  are  now  some  20,000  troops  from  Kentucky  in  the  Federal  serv- 
ice. The  legislators  and  officers  tremble  before  the  changing  opinions 
of  the  people,  who  have  been  deceived  by  their  illusory  i)romises  that 
the  war  was  conducted  in  no  spirit  of  hostility  to  the  institution  of 
slavery.  The  mask  is  laid  aside  and  the  true  character  of  the  contest- 
is  revealed. 

In  this  posture  of  afi‘airs  I venture  to  suggest  the  expediency  of 
holding  out  every  inducement  to  the  discontented  to  abandon  the  cause 
of  the  Korth  and  to  fraternize  with  the  South.  In  my  judgment  a proc- 
lamation containing  a guarantee  from  Your  Excellency  that  they  would 
be  welcomed  and  received  as  brethren,  that  their  organizations  would 
be  recognized,  and  that  their  officers  would  be  assured  the  same  rank, 
pay,  and  command  would  exercise  a most  powerful  eflect  and  induce 
many  to  abandon  the  service  of  the  North,  or  engender  such  distrust 
between  the  Southern  and  Northern  troops  and  offlcers  as  to  paralyze 
their  confidence  and  impair  fatally  their  efficiency.  The  proclamation 
would  be  in  accordance  with  the  order  setting  forth  the  reasons  for 
entering  Kentucky,  and  could  hold  out  the  strongest  reasons  to  induce 
men  of  honor  and  patriots  to  resist  the  contemplated  destruction  of 
their  rights  by  the  Federal  Government,  the  forfeiture  of  its  promises, 
and  the  humiliation  of  Kentucky  by  an  abolition  Congress.  Such  a [ 
paper  emanating  from  you  would  produce  a great  and  salutary  effect.  1 
It  cannot  come  from  any  other  quarter  carrying  with  it  such  influence. 
The  leading  men  attached  to  the  South  in  Kentucky  are  few  in  number  I 
and  powerless  to  tempt  the  ambitious  into  the  path  of  honor  and  patriot-  I 
ism.  I 

I trust  that  you  will  pardon  me  for  taking  up  your  time,  but  these  1 
suggestions  are  offered  from  the  belief  that  a golden  opportunity  exists, 
which  may  induce  many  to  act  with  us  hereafter  and  to  unsettle  and 
perplex  our  enemies  in  this  quarter  for  the  present. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant,  3 

W.  PEESTON.  m 
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Headquarters, 

Camp  Beauregard^  Deeemher  29,  1861 — 9 p.  m. 
Maj.  George  Williamson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Columbus,  Ky.: 

Sir  : I have  information  that  the  enemy  are  advancing  on  this  post 
and  are  now  5 miles  south  of  Mayfield.  I have  taken  the  liberty  of 
sending  a courier  to  Moscow,  requesting  the  officer  in  command  to  give 
me  support,  leaving  a guard  at  his  encampment. 

The  information  of  which  I am  possessed  runs  as  follows : 

Courier  from  Major  King  at  7 o’clock  p.  m.: 

Enemy’s  cavalry,  reported  200  strong,  now  at  Mayfield. 

Eight  o’clock : 

Enemy  5 miles  this  side  of  Mayfield.  Road  blockaded  with  wagons  in  rear.  Cav- 
alry supposed  to  be  accompanied  by  infantry.  Force  not  known. 

I have  sent  forward  250  cavalry  to  meet  the  enemy,  with  orders  to 
advance  with  caution,  and  if  enemy  is  in  large  force  to  skirmish  with 
and  retard  their  progress.  My  command,  you  are  aware,  is  weak,  illy 
prepared  for  a battle.  Ee-enforcements  may  be  necessary.  Two  pieces 
of  my  artillery  (the  two  howitzers)  are  without  ammunition.  The  lieu- 
tenant commanding  states  that  he  has  often  applied  for  the  ammunition, 
but  it  has  not  been  furnished.  I have  been  somewhat  disappointed  in 
the  supposed  fortifications  at  this  place.  A few  rifle  pits,  full  of  water, 
which  I am  having  leveled  down,  and  a lot  of  fallen  timber,  compose 
the  defenses.  Should  the  enemy  attack  us,  we  are  in  feeble  condition, 
but  the  best  defense  of  which  we  are  capable  will  be  made.  I leave  the 
subject  of  my  re-enforcement  with  you,  but  would  suggest  my  early  re- 
' enforcement.  I am  busy  in  preparation. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  ALCOEK, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 


Headquarters, 
Knoxville^  Beeemher  29,  1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  letter  of  instructions  Mr.  Eainsay,  the 
district  attorney,  entered  a nol.pros.  in  Brownlow’s  case.  As  commander 
of  this  post,  in  order  that  your  future  instructions  might  be  complied 
with,  I caused  Brownlow  to  be  remanded  to  prison.  This  measure  was 
necessary  even  for  his  own  safety  and  in  order  that  the  public  peace 
might  not  be  violated.  I infer  from  your  letter  to  the  district  attorney 
that  Brownlow  is  entitled  to  a safe-conduct  beyond  our  lines,  and  with 
reference  to  this  I await  your  further  instructions. 

I have  just  been  appointed  commandant  of  this  post,  and  have  already 
discovered  numberless  abuses  that  should  be  corrected.  Marauding 
bands  of  armed  men  go  through  the  country,  representing  themselves 
to  be  the  authorized  agents  of  the  State  or  Confederate  Government; 
they  ^^mpress”  into  “service”  horses  and  men;  they  plunder  the  help- 
less, and  especially  the  quondam  suiiiiorters  of  Johnson,  Maynard,  and 
Brownlow ; they  force  men  to  enlist  by  the  representation  that  other- 
wise they  will  be  incarcerated  at  Tuscaloosa;  they  force  the  people  to 
feed  and  care  for  themselves  and  horses  without  compensation.  I would 
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gladly  have  instructions  as  to  the  mode  of  correcting  these  abuses  and 
the  character  of  punishment  to  be  inflicted  upon  those  guilty  of  such 
offenses. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  MONSAEEAT, 
Captain  Artillery^  Commanding  Post. 


Hon.  Jefferson  Davis,* 

President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America : 

The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  lay  before  Your  Excellency  the  follow- 
ing statement  and  accompanying  documents  : 

He  had,  for  reasons  that  need  not  here  be  stated,  opposed  the 
secession  of  Tennessee,  and  was,  while  the  question  was  pending  and 
undecided  before  the  people  of  the  State,  a zealous  advocate  of  the 
Union  ; but  after  the  ordinance  of  secession  had  been  confirmed  by  the 
vote  of  the  citizcms  of  the  State,  and  the  permanent  Constitution  of 
the  Confederate  States  had  in  like  manner  been  adopted,  the  under- 
signed, with  others  who  had  become  prominent  by  reason  of  their 
opposition  to  those  measures,,  voluntarily  addressed  a communication 
to  Brigadier-General  Zollicoffer,  in  which  they  pledged  themselves  to 
use  whatever  influence  they  might  possess  to  promote  the  peace  of  . 
East  Tennessee  and  obedience  to  the  constituted  authorities,  State  and 
Confederate,  on  the  part  of  her  people.  That  pledge  was  made  with  a 
sincere  determination,  so  far  as  the  undersigned  was  concerned,  to  fulfill 
it  according  to  its  letter  and  spirit,  and  he  has  done  so;  and  while 
General  Zollicoffer  remained  at  Knoxville  with  his  command  the  un- 
dersigned and  all  other  law-abiding  citizens  were  protected;  but  after 
his  departure  he  soon  became  convinced  that  the  undersigned  and  his 
family  were  in  danger  of  violence  from  the  soldiers  stationed  at  that 
place,  under  the  command  of  Col.  William  B.  Wood.  Certain  of  those 
soldiers  were  in  the  daily  habit  of  coming  to  the  residence  of  the 
undersigned,  flourishing  their  knives,  pointing  their  muskets  at  the 
windows,  and  uttering  threats  to  take  his  life.  The  undersigned  firmly 
believes  that  the  soldiers  were  incited  to  act  in  that  manner  by  his  bitter 
personal  enemies,  who  sought  to  make  the  military  the  instruments  of  : 
their  private  revenge.  However  this  may  be,  he  and  his  family  be-  j 
lieved  that  his  life  was  in  danger,  and  that  his  presence  at  home  I 
imperiled  instead  of  securing  the  safety  of  liis  wife  and  children.  He  .1 
therefore  yielded  to  the  entreaties  of  his  friends  to  leave  home  for  a 
time,  and  he  consented  to  do  so  the  more  readily  as  he  had  business  in  • 
adjoining  counties  which  needed  his  attention.  He  accordingly  left 
his  home,  and  during  his  absence  heard  of  the  late  burning  of  the 
bridges  on  the  railroads  in  East  Tennessee,  and  also  heard  about  the 
same  time  that  he  was  charged  with  complicity  in  that  crime  and 
outrage.  The  undersigned  knew  that  the  most  intense  excitement 
prevailed  in  the  country;  that  the  ])assions  of  tlie  citizens  and  soldiery 
were  fully  aroused,  and  his  knowledge  of  the  history  of  mankind  in 
the  past  taught  him  that  in  such  seasons  of  high  excitement  the  inno- 
cent and  the  guilty  would  suffer  together,  ib-udence,  therefore,  die-  i 
tated  that  he  should  for  a time — until  the  passions  of  men  should  Jiave  j 
time  to  cool  and  reason  to  reassume  her  sway — conceal  himself,  that 
no  occasion  should  occur  for  violence  to  liis  person.  ^11 

The  undersigned  asserts  his  entire  innocence  of  the  several  charges  J 
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which  have  been  invented  by  his  enemies.  He  has  not  since  the  date 
of  the  letter  to  General  Zollicotfer,  before  referred  to,  done  aught  in- 
consistent with  the  pledge  it  contains.  He  has  not  furnished  guns  to 
•men  in  arms  against  the  Confederate  States,  as  has  been  untruly 
charged  by  some  of  the  newspapers  in  the  country.  He  had  no  knowl- 
edge of  the  project  to  burn  the  bridges  whatever,  and  here  declares  that 
had  such  a design  been  comntunicated  to  him  he  would  at  once  ha^'e 
given  information  of  it  to  the  proper  parties.  In  a word,  he  has  done 
■ nothing  which  malice  itself  could  strain  into  a crime  against  the  laws 
of  Tennessee  or  of  the  Confederate  States.  NTevertheless  he  did,  for 
the  reason  before  stated,  secrete  himself  vfhere  he  believes  he  was  per- 
fectly secure  from  discovery.  While  he  was  thus  safely  concealed  he 
was  informed  that  John  Baxter,  esq.,  who  was  on  a visit  to  the  city 
of  Eichmond,  applied  to  the  War  Department  for  i)ermission  to  the 
undersigned  to  leave  the  territory  of  the  Confederate  States. 

He  is  informed  further  that,  after  an  interview  with  Your  Excellency 
and  the  Secretary  of  War,  a letter  was  written  by  the  latter  to  Maj.  Gen. 
George  B.  Crittenden,  a correct  copy  of  which  is  submitted  herewith, 
marked  A,  and  thereupon  General  Crittenden  directed  a letter  to  be  sent 
to  the  undersigned,  a correct  copy  of  which,  marked  B,  accompanies  this 
statement.  The  undersigned,  relying  upon  the  promise  of  a passport 
into  Kentucky  and  the  protection  of  a military  escort  which  it  contains, 
and  trusting  to  the  good  faith  of  Your  Excellency,  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  General  Crittenden,  immediately  upon  its  reception  left  his  place 
of  concealment,  returned  to  Knoxville,  and  within  the  time  at)pointed 
called  at  headquarters,  and  obtained  a renewal  of  the  promise  of  the 
passport  and  escort.  This  occurred  on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  instant. 
The  morning  of  the  7th  was  fixed  upon  for  the  departure  of  the  under- 
signed from  Knoxville.  Before  that  time  arrived  he  was  arrested  upon 
a warrant  for  treason,  issued  by  E.  B.  Eeynolds,  commissioner,  &c.,  a 
correct  copy  of  which,  marked  C,  is  herewith  submitted,  and,  bail  and 
an  examination  having  been  refused,  was  confined  in  the  common  jail 
of  the  county. 

The  undersigned  has  been  always  opposed  in  politics  to  Your  Excel- 
lency; has  resisted  with  his  whole  strength  the  revolution  which  Your 
Excellency  is  now  conducting,  but  at  no  time  has  political  j^rejudice  or 
party  feeling  caused  him  to  believe  that  you  will  sanction  what  he  is 
comj)elled  to  denounce  as  a gross  breach  of  faith.  He  has  not  permitted 
himself  to  believe  that  you  would  direct  the  military  authorities  to 
make  a promise,  and  after  that  promise  had  been  accepted  and  acted 
upon  would  permit  another  set  of  authorities  to  violate  it.  He  ai)i)eals 
to  you  as  the  executive  of  a Government  representing  twelve  millions 
of  people  to  protect  the  honor  of  that  Government  against  so  foul  a 
stain.  Tliis  application  is  the  last  resource  left  to  the  undersigned. 
Immediately  after  his  arrest  he  addressed  the  note  marked  D to  Gen- 
eral Crittenden,  and  received  in  reply  the  note  marked  E. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  add  that  the  warrant  issued  by  the  commissioner 
contains  no  charge  of  treason.  The  publication  of  a newspaper,  how- 
ever objectionable  its  matter  might  be,  cannot  amount  to  treason.  The 
undersigned  has  therefore  no  reason  to  fear  the  result  of  a judicial 
investigation  of  his  conduct;  but  bail,  though  offered  for  any  amount, 
has  been  refused  him.  He  has  been  subjected  to  close  confinement  in 
an  uncomfortable  jail  while  in  weak  health,  and,  in  fact,  sufiering  from 
hemorrhage  of  the  lungs.  Until  very  recently  he  has  intended  to  con- 
tinue a citizen  of  the  Confederate  States,  but  the  events  of  the  last  three 
weeks  have  convinced  him  that  the  laws  can  afibrd  no  i^rotection  to 
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liimself  or  family.  He  now  desires  to  withdraw  himself  and  family  from 
the  jurisdiction  of  those  States.  He  makes  this  application,  not  as  a 
petitioner  for  any  grace  or  favor,  but  as  a demand  of  right,  and  with  full 
confidence  that  the  public  faith  will  in  the  premises  be  observed. 
Eespectfully,  &c., 

W.  G.  BEOWNLOW. 


[Inclosure  A.] 

War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond^  November  20,  1861. 
Major-General  Crittenden,  Cumberland  Gap: 

Dear  Sir  : I have  been  asked  to  grant  a passport  for  Mr.  Brownlow 
to  leave  the  State  of  Tennessee.  He  is  said  to  have  secreted  himself, 
fearing  violence  to  his  person,  and  to  be  anxious  to  depart  from  the 
State.  I cannot  give  him  a formal  passport,  though  I would  greatly 
prefer  seeing  him  on  the  other  side  of  our  lines  as  an  avowed  enemy. 
I wish,  however,  to  say  that  I would  be  glad  to  learn  that  he  has  left 
Tennessee,  and  have  no  objection  to  interpose  to  his  leaving  if  you  are 
willing  to  let  him  pass. 

Yours,  truly, 

J.  P.  BENJAMm, 

Secretary  of  War, 

[Inclosure  B.] 

Headquarters, 

'Knoxville^  Tenn.j  December  4,  1861. 

W.  G.  Brownlow,  Esq.: 

Sir  : The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  upon 
calling  at  his  headquarters  within  twenty-four  hours  you  can  get  a 
passport  to  go  into  Kentucky,  accompanied  by  a military  escort,  the 
route  to  be  designated  by  General  Crittenden. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  CUNNINGHAM, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


[Inclosure  C.] 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

District  of  Tennessee : 

To  the  Marshal  of  said  District  : 

J.  C.  Eamsay,  Confederate  States  district  attorney  for  said  district, 
having  made  oath  before  me  that  he  is  informed  and  believes  that  Will- 
iam G.  Brownlow,  a citizen  of  said  district  and  owing  allegiance  and 
fidelity  to  the  Confederate  States,  but  being  moved  and  seduced  by  the 
instigation  of  the  devil  and  not  having  the  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes,  I 
did,  willfully,  knowingly,  and  with  malice  aforethought  and  feloni- 
ously, commit  the  crime  of  treason  against  the  Confederate  States  by 
then  and  there,  within  said  district  and  since  thelOthday  of  June  last,  .;j| 
publishing  a weekly  and  tri-weekly  paper  known  as  Brownlow^s  Knox-  | 
ville  Whig ; said  paper  had  a large  circulation  in  said  district  and  also  - 
circulated  in  the  United  States,  and  contained  weekly  divers  of  edi-  ; 
torials  written  by  the  said  Brownlow,  which  said  editorials  were  trea-  ■:.i 
sonable  against  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  did  then  and 
there  commit  treason  and  prompt  others  to  commit  treason,  by  speech 
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as  well  as  publication  did  as  aforesaid  commit  treason,  and  did  give 
aid  and  comfort  to  the  United  States,  both  of  said  Governments  being 
in  a state  of  war  with  each  other.  You  are  therefore  commanded  to 
arrest  the  said  Brownlow  and  bring  him  before  me,  to  be  dealt  with  as 
the  law  directs. 


December  6,  1801. 


E.  B.  EEYNOLDS, 

Commissioner j &c. 


[Inclosure  D.]  • 

Knoxville,  Decemher  6,  1861. 

Major-General  Crittenden: 

I am  now  under  an  arrest,  upon  a warrant  signed  by  Messrs.  Eey- 
nolds  and  Eamsay,  upon  a charge  of  treason,  founded  upon  sundry 
articles  published  in  the  Knoxville  Whig  since  June  last.  I am  here 
upon  your  invitation  and  promise  of  passports,  and  claiming  your  pro- 
tection, as  I do,  I shall  await  your  early  resiionse. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  G.  BEOWKLOW. 


[In closure  E.] 


W.  G.  Brownlow: 


Knoxville,  December  7,  1861. 


Sir:  Your  note  stating  that  you  were  under  an  arrest  upon  a war- 
rant upon  a charge  of  treason,  &c.,  has  been  handed  to  General 
Crittenden.  He  desires  me  to  say  in  reply  that  in  view  of  all  the  facts 
of  the  case  (which  need  not  be  recapitulated  here,  for  you  are  familiar 
with  them),  he  does  not  consider  that  you  are  here  upon  his  invitation 
in  such  manner  as  to  claim  his  protection  from  an  investigation  by  the 
civil  authorities  of  the  charges  against  you,  which  he  clearly  under- 
stood from  yourself  and  your  friends  you  would  not  seek  to  avoid. 

Eespectfully,  yours,  &c., 

HAEEY  I.  THOENTOK, 

Aide-de-Camp, 


Eichmond,  December  30,  1861. 
General  Leonidas  Polk,  Columbus^  Ky.: 

We  have  a plenty  of  war  men  who  could  be  sent  to  you,  and  for  whom 
we  have  no  arms.  Pray  cease  accepting  unarmed  twelve-months’  men, 
who  are  immensely  expensive  and  utterly  useless. 

J.  P.  BEKJAMIK, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Bowling-  Green  {via  Chattanooga),  Dece7nber  30,  1861. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War: 

The  citizens  of  Kashville  believe,  and  so  represent,  that  the  city  is  in 
danger  from  incendiaries  sent  in  by  the  Federalists  or  engaged  from 
the  disloyal  of  their  own  citizens.  They  wish  a strong  military  i)olice 
under  a general  officer,  and  recommend  General  E.  C.  Foster,  from  his 
knowledge  of  the  city,  the  people,  his  hrmness,  and  experience,  as  the 
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most  proper  person.  In  this  representation  and  recommendation  the 
Governor  concurs  and  in  the  recommendation  I also  concur,  and  hope 
it  will  receive  attention. 

A.  S.  JOHNiSTChT, 

General, 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Western  Department, 

Columbus^  Ky.j  December  30,  1861. 

General  Johnston, 

(7.  8,  Army,  Bowling  Green: 

General  : I have  sent  forward  to  you  all  of  the  infantry  of  Colonel 
Bowen’s  command,  as  also  Colonel  Eeynolds’  regiment.  I also  ordered 
Colonel  Campbell’s  regiment  to  go  forward,  but  find  he  is  very  deficient 
in  arms,  and  am  waiting  a day  or  two  to  see  if  he  cannot  be  supplied. 
He  will  be  sent  if  you  desire  it.  I have  also  ordered  Hudson’s  battery, 
a very  fine  one.  This  has  gone  forward.  I also  ordered  to-day  Beltz- 
hoover’s  (Watson*)  to  follow.  These  I supposed — for  it  has  been  very 
difficult  to  get  accurate  returns — would  make  the  force  about  5,000.  I 
wish  I could  make  it  10,000.  I shall  be  obliged  in  consequence  of  this 
movement  to  break  up  Camp  Beauregard,  and  remove  the  Mississippi 
sixty-day  troops  from  there  to  Union  City.  I shall  substitute  for  this 
force  a cavalry  force  on  the  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  lines  as  the  best 
and  only  thing  left  me.  They  will  guard  that  line  and  operate  freely 
in  both  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  and  will  keep  down  the  Union  feel- 
ing in  both  States. 

I am  informed  by  the  gentleman  who  takes  this,  and  an  officer  of  his 
army,  that  General  McCulloch’s  force  in  Arkansas  is  10,000  strong,  and 
is  in  winter  quarters.  It  is  certain  now  that  no  movement  will  be  made 
by  the  enemy  in  Southwestern  Missouri  until  spring.  I beg  leave  re- 
spectfully to  submit  that  in  that  case  this  force  might  with  great,  very 
great,  advantage  be  employed  in  Southeastern  Missouri  during  the 
emergency  immediately  before  us,  and  therefore  ask  that  it  may  be 
ordered  to  the  defense  of  New  Madrid  and  the  region  round  about. 
Those  forces  there  have  all  disbanded,  and  I have  no  reason  to  hope 
that  they  can  again  be  enlisted  in  [a]  very  short  time.  This  leaves  me 
to  provide  force  for  the  defense  of  New  Madrid,  and  my  resources  for 
that  purpose  are  very  limited.  I have  had  a fort  constructed  there, 
and  armed  it  strongly  with  heavy  guns.  I have  placed  for  its  defense 
two  Arkansas  regiments,  under  Colonel  Gantt,  one  of  these  imperfectly 
armed,  but  I should  [prefer]  that  side  of  the  river  have  a much  stronger 
force,  and  I know  not  where  it  is  to  come  from,  if  not  from  General 
McCulloch’s  force. 

I remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  POLK, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Camp  Desha, 
Moscow,  Ky.,  December  30,  1861 — 4 a.  m. 

Major-General  Polk, 

G.  8.  Army,  Commanding,  Columbus,  Ky. : 

General  : I have  this  moment  received  the  following  note  from 
General  Alcorn : 

Sie:  I have  information  that  the  enemy  are  advancing  on  this  post  and  are  now  5 
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miles  south  of  Mayfield.  I have  no  authority  to  order  you,  hut  would  like  to  have  you 
march  in  haste  to  my  support  with  such  strength  as  you  can  command,  leaving  a guard 
in  support  of  your  camp. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  L.  ALCORN, 
Brigadier-  Genera  I,  Commanding. 


I will  move  with  all  my  force  towards  Mayfield,  supposing  it  will  he 
right,  and  will  of  course  obey  any  order  you  may  send  me. 
Eespectfully, 

J.  H.  MILLER, 

Ijieutena7it-Colonelj  Commanding  Post, 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green^  Ky.j  December  30,  1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
of  the  22d  instant. 

The  enemy  have  made  no  forward  movement  since  my  last  communi- 
cation, nor  have  I any  information  of  any  change  in  the  fiosition  of 
their  troops  since  then.  The  positions  of  our  troops  as  heretofore 
indicated  remain  unchanged,  except  the  substitution  of  Biffle’s  bat- 
talion of  Tennessee  cavalry  for  the  Eighth  Regiment  Texas  Cavalry 
(late  Terry’s),  which  it  Vv^as  necessary  to  withdraw  to  rest  and  improve 
the  condition  of  their  horses  and  imt  the  regiment  in  a better  condi- 
tion. They  have  been  reduced  to  less  than  half  their  original  number 
by  deaths,  sickness,  &c.  Their  ranks  at  their  new  camxi,  10  miles  south 
of  this,  will  fill  up  rapidly  by  the  men  returning  to  duty  from  the 
hospital. 

I have  this  morning  received  the  Treasurer’s  draft  for  $16,000,  in 
addition  to  $5,000  heretofore  received. 

In  explanation  of  the  ambiguous  telegram  received  by  you,  I have  to 
say  that  the  number  of  troo^is  mentioned  were  intended  to  indicate  all 
that  could  possibly  be  available  for  any  movement  against  the  enemy 
after  leaving  a force  for  the  defense  of  this  place,  about  5,000,  which, 
from  the  extended  circuit  of  our  works,  is  too  small.  They  require  a 
large  force  to  support  them.  The  troops  from  Columbus  are  begin- 
ning to  arrive,  viz:  Colonel  Martin’s  First  Mississippi,^  406  aggregate; 
Colonel  Williams’  Twenty-seventh  Tennessee,  580  aggregate;  Colonel 
Schaller’s  Twenty-second ^lississippi, 510 aggregate;  Major  Hardcastle’s 
Mississippi  battalion,  three  comiianies,  235  aggregate;  Captain  Milker’s 
company  (1),  artillery,  70  aggregate;  Captain  Brien’s  company,  120 
aggregate;  Captain  Hunt’s  company,  70;  2,000  total  aggregate.  These 
troops  are  now  encamped  here.  My  force  is  about  10,000,  of  all  arms. 

I inclose  to  you,  I do  not  doubt,  an  accurate  statement  of  the  troops 
under  General  Buell’s  command,  brought  to  me  the  day  before  yester- 
day from  Louisville.  It  was  much  defaced,  but  the  most  important 
matter  is  legible.  I also  inclose  copy  of  telegram  from  General  Clark, 
stationed  at  Hopkinsville,  reporting  a conflict  between  a detachment 
of  Colonel  Forrest’s  cavalry  and  a cavalry  force  of  the  enemy  on  the 
28th  instant,  which  resulted  in  the  defeat  of  the  enemy,  as  detailed  in 
the  telegram. t 

* Probably  Twenty-fifth  Mississipj)!,  afterwards  known  as  the  Second  Confederate 
Renfhnent. 

tNot  found,  but  see  j).  64. 
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Colonel  Bowen  lias  just  arrived  with  part  of  his  own  regiment,  tlie 
First  Missouri.  The  remainder  of  his  regiment  and  division  (Ninth 
and  Tenth  Arkansas  Eegiments)  will  arrive  by  to-morrow  night. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 
General^  C.  S.  Army, 


[Uiclosure  A.] 

Memorandum  of  the  number  and  name  of  regiments  arrived  and  to  arrive 

in  this  department. 

Thirty-third  Indiana,  Seventeenth  Ohio,  Twelfth  Kentucky,  Thirty- 
eighth  Ohio,  Fourth  Kentucky,  Fourteenth  Ohio,  Tenth  Indiana,  Tenth 
Kentucky,  Eighteenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  Second  Minnesota,  Thirty-fifth 
and  Ninth  Ohio,  Sixth  Indiana,  First  Ohio,  Fifth  Kentucky,  Fifteenth 
and  Nineteenth  IT.  S.  Infantry,  Twenty -ninth  and  Thirtieth  Indiana, 
Thirty-fourth  Illinois,  Seventy-seventh,  Seventy-eighth,  and  Seventy- 
ninth  Pennsylvania,  Thirty-ninth  and  Thirty-second  Indiana,  Fifteenth 
and  Forty-ninth  Ohio,  Thirty-eighth  Indiana,  First  Wisconsin,  Nine- 
teenth Illinois,  First  Michigan,  Fifteenth  and  Thirteenth  Kentucky, 
Tenth  and  Eighteenth  Ohio,  Twenty-fourth  Illinois,  Thirty-seventh  In- 
diana, Thirty-third  Ohio,  Tenth  Wisconsin,  Twenty-first,  Third,  and 
Sixth  Ohio,  Thirty-sixth  Indiana,  Twenty-fourth  Ohio,  Thirty-fourth  In- 
diana, Second  and  Fifty-ninth  Ohio,  Ninth  and  First  Kentucky,  First  and 
Second  Tennessee,  Sixth  Kentucky,  Thirty-first  Ohio,  Thirty-first  Indi- 
ana, Seventeenth  Kentucky,  Forty-fourth,  Forty-second,  and  Forty-third 
Indiana,  Eleventh  Kentucky,  Seventeenth  and  Fifteenth  Indiana,  Forty- 
first  and  Fifth  Ohio,  Third  Minnesota,  Fourteenth  Kentucky,  Forty-ninth 
Indiana,  and  Eleventh  Michigan. 

The  above  are  already  here. 

To  arrive: 

Forty-sixth,  Forty-seventh,  Fiftieth,  and  Thirty-fifth  Indiana,  Forty- 
eighth,  Forty-fourth,  Sixteenth,  Fortieth  (in  Lexington),  and  Forty- 
second  Ohio,  Fifty-first  Indiana,  First  and  Fourth  Ohio  Cavalry,  Forty- 
first  Indiana,  and  six  regiments  and  squadrons  of  cavalry,  one  battery 
(six  pieces),  thirteen  battalions  of  artillery,  and  about  five  or  six  more 
Kentucky  regiments  not  yet  consolidated  will  make  three  or  five  full 
regiments. 

Arrived  since  above  was  taken  from  General  BuelPs  books : 

Sixty-fourth  Ohio  (ordered  to  Paris),  Fifty-second  Ohio,  Second  and 
Fifth  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  First  Ohio  Battery. 

We  consider  the  effective  force  of  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland 
to  amount  to  75,000  men. 

Dear : The  above  has  been  written  by  a friend  under  my  su- 

pervision, and  you  can  depend  upon  the  information,  as  the  bearer  can 
tell  you  how  it  was  obtained,  and  from  my  association  and  acquaintance 
I think  t can  give  you  almost  any  information  you  want  at  any  time. 
If  you  receive  any  communications  signed  Eex  they  will  be  reliable. 

Our  cause  is  steadily  gaining  here,  and  we  feel  very  sanguine  as  to 
the  success  of  your  division.  There  is  a great  deal  of  sickness  among 
Federal  soldiers — some  little  small-pox,  though  not  much  ; mostly  diar- 
rhea, typhoid  fever,  and  measles.  There  are  seventeen  hospitals  here, 
and  about  3,000  patients  in  them.  While  writing,  the  Sixty-fifth  Ohio 
passes  down  street — about  GIO  men,  besides  officers.  The  hospitals  are 


Chap.  XVn  ] 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE. 


811 


SO  full  here  they  are  sending  a great  many  sick  to  Cincinnati.  Your 
family  and  friends  are  well.  I will  try  and  send  you  a paper  very  often. 
There  are  eight  regiments  at  Lebanon  and  six  at  Columbia.  Manson 
moves  to-day,  20th  December,  to  Glasgow  (this  is  certainly  reliable) 
with  25,000  men.  It  is  thought  by  best-informed  friends  here  that  Zolli- 
coffer  should  be  heavily  re-enforced,  so  as  to  break  their  backbone. 
Watch  Big  Hatchie  and  Obion  Bridges,  on  Memphis  Branch.  Men  left 
Cincinnati  last  night  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  burning  them.  This 
and  all  I write  is  reliable,  as  Charley  Johnson  can  tell,  from  whom  he 
borrowed  a vest  on  mail-boat.  * * * It  is  said  that  25,000  or 

30,000  reserve  forces  are  in  Washington  that  could  be  thrown  into  Ken- 
tucky* * * # 

[Indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  Central  Army, 

Bowling  Green ^ Beeember  30,  1861. 
Col.  W.  W.  Mackall,  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

This  information  was  obtained  from  the  books  of  General  Buell.  As 
relates  to  the  number  and  names  of  regiments  it  is  beyond  a doubt  relia- 
ble. Since  receiving  it,  I have  had  occasion  to  compare  the  list  with 
partial  lists  contained  in  the  letters  of  various  correspondents  of  the 
Korthern  papers  in  reference  to  the  troops  at  Columbia;  at  Crab  Or- 
chard, in  the  command  of  General  Schoepf ; at  Lexington,  and  in  General 
NTelson^s  force.  In  every  instance  I have  found  the  regiments  alluded 
to  in  those  letters  mentioned  in  the  inclosed  list. 

Eespectfully, 

S.  B.  BDCKNEE, 

Brigadier- General j Commanding  Second  Division, 


Executive  Department, 
’Nashville^  Tenn.j  December  31,  1861. 
General  A.  Sidney  Johnston: 

Dear  Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  a letter  of  25th 
instant.  Upon  its  receipt  I immediately  appointed  energetic  agents  to 
collect  laborers  in  this  and  adjoining  counties  to  construct  the  fortifica- 
tions near  Kashville,  but  I must  say  that  the  response  to  my  appeal  for 
laborers  has  not  thus  far  been  as  flattering  as  I had  wanted  and  ex- 
pected. I shall  have  within  a very  few  days  some  200  negro  men  at 
this  work,  and  hojje  soon  to  increase  this  number  to  500  or  600.  Tele- 
graphed you  the  same  day  your  letter  came  to  hand,  asking  how  many 
laborers  you  thought  necessary,  about  what  length  of  time  they  would 
be  employed,  and  what  engineer  would  supervise  and  control  the  work, 
answers  to  which  would  have  aided  me  in  securing  the  laborers,  but 
have  as  yet  received  no  reply. 

I fully  api)reciate  the  exigencies  by  which  you  are  surrounded,  and, 
as  I have  heretofore,  I shall  continue  to  use  every  eftbrt  within  my 
power  and  all  resources  at  my  command  to  strengthen  your  position  and 
to  secure  the  country  from  invasion.  In  order,  however,  that  the  ])resent 
resources  of  the  State  may  not  be  overestimated,  it  is  proi)er  that  I give 
you  at  least  an  approximate  idea  of  them  and  some  of  the  difiiculties 
which  I encounter  at  every  step. 

Tennessee  has  now  organized  and  in  the  field,  in  addition  to  some 
iiidepeudent  comiianies,  fifty-two  infantry  regiments  and  one  battalion, 

* The  stars  represent  illegible  portions  of  the  original. 


812  OPERATIONS  IN  KY.,  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  S.  W.  YA.  [Chat.  XYII. 

nine  battalions  of  cavalry,  and  two  regiments  of  artillery.  Yolnnteer 
companies  are  now  in  camp,  under  orders  to  move  to  rendezvous,  suffi- 
cient to  form  six  additional  infantry  regiments  and  two  battalions  of 
cavalry,  making  the  whole  force  about  sixty-six  regiments.  This  force, 
large  as  it  is,  is  drawn  almost  entirely  from  two  divisions  from  the  State, 
the  unfortunate  political  dissensions  in  East  Tennessee,  with  near  one- 
third  of  the  voting  population  of  the  State,  liaving  almost  paralyzed 
that  section,  but  I am  pleased  to  state  that  these  divisions  and  dissen- 
sions are  rapidly  disappearing,  and  I hope  soon  to  see  a united  people 
in  Tennessee,  wlien  we  may  reasonably  expect  re- enforcements  from 
that  section ; but  with  the  immense  tax  upon  the  population  of  Middle 
and  West  Tennessee  to  make  up  the  force  already  referred  to  I do  not 
hope  for  aiiy  considerable  number  of  volunteers  from  either  of  these 
divisions,  unless  it  be  upon  pressing  emergency,  when  I feel  assured 
that  a patriotic  response  will  be  made  by  almost  our  whole  people  to 
meet  such  emergency. 

But  ihe  difficulty  is  not,  nor  has  it  been,  in  obtaining  men.  The 
inadequate  supply  of  arms  has  been  and  is  the  chief  obstacle  which 
I encounter  in  promptly  furnishing  to  you  any  reasonable  number  of 
re-enforcements.  With  the  greatest  possible  energy  it  takes  time  to 
collect  and  repair  the  private  arms  of  the  country,  and  this  is  the  only 
means  I have  of  arming  the  force  now  called  to  the  field.  I have 
spared  neither  effort,  pains,  nor  expense  in  expediting  the  work,  and  yet 
it  has  been  and  is  impossible  to  proceed  with  it  rapidly. 

In  furnishing  arms  to  the  large  force  above  referred  to  the  State  has 
heretofore  drawn  from  the  hands  of  her  citizens  their  most  effective 
private  arms.  Almost  every  gun  that  we  get  at  this  time  must  neces- 
sarily pass  through  the  hands  of  the  smiths  before  it  is  fit  for  service, 
and  in  this  connection  it  is  well  to  remark  that  Tennessee,  less  fortu- 
nate than  some  of  her  sister  States,  had  no  United  States  arsenal  or 
depository  of  arms  within  her  limits  from  which  her  troops  might 
have  been  supplied ; that  but  comparatively  a small  number  of  her 
force  have  been  armed  independent  of  the  State,  and  that  upon  assum- 
ing connection  with  the  Confederate  States  all  of  her  contracts  for 
the  manufacture  of  arms  and  other  materials  of  war  were  assigned  and 
transferred  to  the  Confederate  Government. 

I am  sure,  general,  you  will  appreciate  and  make  due  allowance  for 
the  difQculties  that  lie  in  my  way  in  the  work  of  arming  the  forces  of 
Tennessee  under  these  circumstances.  I trust  I shall  be  able,  with  the 
inferior  arms  of  the  country,  to  arm  the  volunteers  now  in,  and  that 
many  will  hereafter  come  into  camp. 

Very  respectfully, 

ISHAM  G.  HAKEIS. 


Headquarters. 

Camp  Beauregard^  December  31,  1861. 

Colonel  Miller, 

Commanding  at  Moscow: 

Dear  Sir  : A courier  just  arrived  says  the  enemy,  under  General 
Paine,  with  cavalry,  500 ; artillery,  several  pieces ; and  infantry  in  con- 
siderable numbers,  are  now  south  of  Mayfield,  and  will  be  here  early 
to-morrow  morning  to  make  an  attack  upon  me.  I presume  there  can 
be  no  doubt  of  the  truth  that  the  enemy  are  in  numbers  south  of  May- 
field  and  that  they  have  considerable  artillery.  I therefore  ask  you 
to  come  to  my  support  without  delay,  for  I assure  you  that  if  half 
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wliat  is  said  in  relation  to  the  enemy’s  force  is  true  I shall  need  yon  by 
the  time  you  can  reach  me. 

Yours,  very  truly  and  respectfully, 

J.  L.  ALCOEN^, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 

I have  sent  courier  to  Columbus  and  urged  permanent  re-enforce- 
ments. I have  but  1,700  infantry  and  cavalry  combined  ready  for 
duty.  I should  not  be  left  in  this  exposed  condition. 


Headquarters, 

Camp  Beauregardj  December  31,  1801 — 10  p.  m. 
Maj.  Georoe  Williamson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Columbus^  Kg.  : 

Sir  : S.  M.  Kennedy  looks  to  be,  and  is  said  to  be,  a reliable  South- 
ern man ; has  this  moment  paid  me  a most  hurried  visit,  and  states,  as 
a fact  beyond  a question,  that  the  enemy  are  now  south  of  Mayfield, 
with  500  cavalry,  several  iiieces  of  artillery,  and  a force  of  infantry, 
number  not  known;  have  made  a forced  march  to-day,  and  hope  to  be 
here  by  sunrise  to-morrow  to  make  an  attack  upon  me.  I urge  that 
you  shall  send  to  re-enforce  me.  I think  the  report  cannot  be  untrue, 
but  it  may  be  exaggerated.  I have  by  my  [returns]  to-day  1,700 
privates,  including  infantry  and  cavalry,  ready  for  duty.  This  force 
of  inexperienced  shot-gun  tnilitia  is  not  sutficient  to  hold  this  place 
against  the  number  which  daily  threatens  it.  The  scouting  and  picket 
duty  is  necessarily  so  heavy,  in  order  to  prevent  a surprise,  that  we  are 
kept  worn  down. 

I have  sent  to  Colonel  Miller  again  to-night;  hope  he  will  respond. 
We  will  seek  to  discharge  our  duty,  but  are  in  bad  plight  for  a heavy 
fight.  I hope  the  courier  now  sent  will  have  a more  speedy  journey 
than  the  one  sent  a few  days  since. 

Y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  ALCOEK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Abstract  from  return  of  Western  Department,  General  A.  S.  Johnston,  commanding. 
[Date  aljout  December  31, 1861.*] 


Troops. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Remarks. 

£ 

O 

sa 

o 

g 

^ . 

Polk’s  command,  Columbus, 

Central  Army  of  Kentucky,  Bowling 
Green. 

Ployfl’a  Hriynflft  Unwlinor  rTrp.f^n 

1,  275  " 
1,  550 

19,  717 

21,  no 

25, 709 
30, 799 

28,  531 
38,  943 

Major-General  Hardee. 

No  returns. 

Do. 

Do. 

Major-General  Crittenden. 
Aggregate  only  reported. 
Major-G  eneral  V an  Dom, 

Bnwpn’a  Hrio-arlA  RnwHnfr  rT-ropn 

Clark’s  briyadp  TTopkinsvillpi  

East  Tennessee  Army 

Carroll’s  brigade  

298 

5,  078 

6,  292 

7, 732 
4,  015 
6,  707 
6,  000 

Arkansas  Army,  Fort  Smith 

Volunteers  in  camp  in  Tennessee 

Total 

127 

4,  849 

5,  568 

3,  250 

50,  754 

68,  368 

91,  988 

The  original  return  not  dated  and  otherwise  imperfect. 
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Abstract  from  consolidated  report  of  the  Central  Army  of  Kentucky,  Major- General  Har~ 
dee,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  December  31,  1861. 

(BOWLING  GREEN,  KY.) 


Troops. 

Present  for  duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

^ Aggregate  present 

and  absent. 

Infantry. 

Cavalry. 

Artillery. 

OQ 

O 

CJ 

O 

OS 

t-i 

O 

O 

m 

o 

g 

00 

S 

o 

m 

o 

g 

1st  (Hardee’s)  Division 

2d  (Buckner’s)  Division 

4th  ( Bowen’s)  Division... 

412 

407 

203 

145 

53 

17 

5,  .537 
5,  972 
3,  493 
1,  017 
1, 164 
257 

52 

53 

544 

655 

19 

37 

395 

688 

6,  959 

7,  ^-12 
3,  696 
2,  295 
1,  217 

274 

11,429 
11, 761 
4,  ^06 
3,  5.70 
1,  636 
615 

Clark’s  brigade  ...  

38 

495 

Davis’  brigade  (sixty-days’  volunteers) . 
Miscellaneous 

Total 

1,237  18,040 

143 

1,694 

56 

1,  083 

22,  272 

33,  816 

AGGREGATE  PRESENT  FOR  DUTY. 


Infantry 19,  277 

Cavalry : 1,^37 

Artillery 1,139 

Grand  aggregate 22,253 


Abstract  from  the  iveeMy  return  of  the  troops  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  F.  K.  Zollicoffer, 
C.  S.  A'my,  for  December  31,  1861. 

(BEECH  GROVE,  KT.) 


Troops. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Number  of  guns. 

£ 

50 

O 

g 

InfaTitry* 

238 

70 

10 

4,  515 
1,095 
226 

6,  550 
1, 644 
257 

Cavalry  f 

Artillery  + .... 

14 

Total 

318 

5,  836 

8,451 

14 

’^The  Sixteenth  Alabama,  Fifteenth  Mississippi,  and  Seventeenth,  Nineteenth,  Twentieth,  Twenty-  , 
fifth,  and  Twenty-eighth  Tennessee  Regiments, 
t The  First,  Third,  Fourth,  and  Fifth  Tennessee  Battalions,  and  two  independent  companies. 

X McClung’s  and  Rutledge’s  batteries. 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green.^  January  1,  1862. 
Major-General  Hardee,  Commanding: 

General  ; General  Jolinston  directs  tliat  notice  be  given  to  tbc  res- 
idents of  this  city  that  a conflict  is  to  be  expected  here,  and  advise  that 
they  remove  from  the  scene. 

You  will  further  have  notive  given  to  all  persons  residing  within 
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range  of  the  guns  of  onr  works  to  remove  at  once,  as  their  houses  will 
he  used  as  a iiart  of  the  defense  or  removed  to  make  the  defense  moie 
perfect. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters,  Knoxville^  January  1,  18G2. 

S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General^  Richmond.  Va.: 

Sir  : My  brigade  is  composed  partly  of  companies  organized  in  East 
Tennessee  and  in  part  of  West  Tennesseans.  Colonel  Whitens  regi- 
ment, composed  exclusively  of  East  Tennesseans,  is  well  equipped,  hav- 
ing muskets.  This  regiment  is  very  near  General  Zollicofler’s  encamp- 
ment in  Southeastern  Kentucky.  Another  regiment,  four  companies  of 
which  were  organized  by  myself,  and  ordered  to  Fort  Pillow,  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi, below  Columbus,  by  order  of  General  Pillow,  are  well  armed. 
Colonel  Looney ^s  regiment,  made  up  of  Eastern  and  Western  Tennessee 
companies,  is  at  this  post,  under  orders  to  march  on  to-morrow  to  join 
General  Zollicofter.  Many  of  this  regiment  are  on  the  sick  list.  I have 
arms  enough  for  all  who  are  able  to  march. 

When  1 organized  these  regiments  I advised  the  War  Department 
that  I had  1,020  Tennessee  rifles,  and  requested  an  order  upon  the  ord- 
nance departments  of  Nashville  and  Memiihis  to  have  these  weapons 
remodeled.  Of  these  guns,  ux)on  the  orders  issued  in  September  last, 
I have  received  520  with  the  saber  bayonet  attached.  I have  in  addi- 
tion to  the  above  200  muskets.  These  will  complete  the  equipment  of 
Colonel  Looney’s  regiment,  which  has  orders  to  move  on,  as  before  stated. 
I will  have  enough  guns  to  equip  Colonel  Gillespie’s  regiment  within 
thirty  days. 

I have  assurances  from  Colonel  Hunt,  of  the  Memphis  ordnance  de- 
partment, that  my  guns  shall  be  forwarded  as  raxhdly  as  possible.  The 
Government  shops  in  this  jilace  are  now  actively  employed  in  repairing 
the  guns  collected  at  this  post. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CAEEOLL, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Eiohmond,  January  1,  1802. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant- General  C.  S.  Army  : 

Sir  : As  suggested  by  you  in  a conversation  on  yesterday,  I briefly 
commit  to  writing  the  views  then  presented  by  me  touching  General 
H.  Marshall’s  command  in  Eastern  Kentucky. 

The  forces  present  and  exj)ected  of  General  Marshall  are  about  as 
follows : 


Battalion  Kentucky  mounted  men 450 

Col.  John  8.  Williams’ Kentucky  infantry 900 

Colonel  Trigg’s  Virginia  infantry  regiment 750 

Battery  artillery,  four  pieces,  60  men 60 

In  the  field  at  Paintsviile 00 


On  Sandy 2, 160 


This  force  was  located  as  follows  when  I left  headquarters  on  the 
20th  December : 
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Captain  CardelPs  company,  Williams’  Kentucky  infantry,  135  men, 
at  Whitesburg,  Letclier  County,  on  Kortti  Fork  Kentucky  Kiver. 

Captain  Worsham’s  company,  Williams’  Kentucky  infantry,  100  men, 
at  Prestonburg. 

Two  hundred  Kentucky  cavalry,  under  command  of  Captain  Shaw- 
han  (?),  at  Salyersville  and  West  Liberty,  about  40  miles  in  advance  of 
General  Marshall’s  headquarters  at  Paintsville. 

Our  base  of  supplies  is  Abingdon,  Va.,  or  Wytheville,  the  former 
about  130  and  the  latter  150  miles  from  Prestonburg. 

The  operations  of  our  army  may  be  viewed  as  defensive,  offensive, 
or  both : 

First.  As  a force  to  defend  the  mountain  passes  against  inroads  upon 
the  railroad  at  Wytheville  or  Abingdon  or  forays  on  the  northwest  of 
Virginia  we  have  very  ample  forces. 

Second.  As  an  assailing  force  our  army  is  too  weak,  except  by  means 
of  sudden  and  rapid  marches  of  cavalry,  acting  in  concert  with  our 
friends  in  Bourbon,  Fayette,  Harrison,  Montgomery,  Bath,  and  other 
contiguous  counties.  We  hear  of  no  enemy  nearer  than  mouth  of 
Sandy,  at  Catlettsburg,  and  Paris,  Bourbon  County,  Kentucky. 

These  may  be  stated  as  the  bases  of  the  operations  of  the  enemy : 
Catlettsburg,  GO  or  70  miles  from  our  headquarters,  and  Paris,  on  the 
Coviugton  and  Lexington  Eailroad,  about  80  or  90  miles. 

If  we  advance  with  our  small  force  into  Bath,  Montgomery,  and 
Bourbon,  the  railroad  would  in  two  or  three  days  enable  the  enemy  to 
concentrate  an  overwlielming  force  to  meet  us.  The  transportation  on 
Sandy  Eiver  by  steamboats  from  Catlettsburg  is  only  available  to  the 
enemy  in  high  water. 

The  only  olfensive  operations  we  could  effect  would  be  by  rapid 
marches  of  cavalry,  in  coucert  with  our  friends,  into  Bath,  Montgomery, 
Bourbon,  and  Harrison ; first,  burning  the  bridges  on  the  Covington 
and  Lexington  Eailroad ; second,  opening  the  way  for  our  friends  to 
join  our  army  and  giving  us  civil  and  political  strength;  third,  in  open- 
ing a road  for  the  fat  hogs,  bacon,  and  fat  cattle  of  Kentucky. 

It  is  my  deliberate  judgment,  from  a i)retty  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  topography  of  the  country  and  the  party  strength  of  our  friends  in 
front  of  our  army,  that  with  the  prompt  aid  of  1,000  cavalry  trained  to 
mountain  service  we  co'uld  accomplish  the  important  objects  above 
stated.  But  the  work  can  only  be  done  by  the  utmost  expenditure. 

When  I left  cam})  on  the  20th  the  thing  was  certain  if  we  had  the 
force.  I believe  now  it  is  x^racticable,  but  in  a month  from  this  time 
it  would  be  unavailable. 

The  actual  or  threatened  movement  above  indicated,  even  if  it  failed, 
would  attract  and  engage  a very  large  force  of  the  enemy,  and  if  we 
were  faced  by  a superior  force  we  could  make  good  our  stand  and 
defense  in  the  mountains  of  Sandy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  HAWES, 

Major ^ and  Brig.  Commissary  C.  S.  Army, 


Headquarters, 

Camp  Beauregard.)  January  2,  1862. 

Maj.  George  Williamson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Sir  : I obey  the  dispatch  received  last  evening,  and  will  start  my 
march  towards  Union  City  this  evening.  I delayed  yesterday  after 
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learning  that  Colonel  EusselFs  command  intended  to  march  to  this 
place,  feeling  quite  sure  that  if  the  most  exaggerated  reports  were 
true  I could  nevertheless  hold  the  place  until  the  re-enforcements  would 
come  up.  I .regret  that  I am  to  leave  here  and  regret  to  go  to  Union 
City,  and  most  respectfully  beg  to  have  my  command  disbanded.  The 
troops  have  but  thirty  days  more  to  serve,  and  I do  not  suppose  that 
there  exists  a probability  of  our  services  being  required  at  Union  City 
within  the  period  of  enlistment.  If,  however,  you  prefer  that  I shall 
remain,  I shall  yield  a prompt  obedience  5 in  truth  I yield  the  obedience 
without  further  communication,  and  make  a suggestion  which  would 
personally  oblige  me,  and  I think  would  not  injure  the  public. 

Yery  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  ALCOEK 


Headquarters, 

Fort  Fonelson^  January  2,  1862. 

Maj.  Georue  Williamson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Columbus: 

Sir:  In  transmitting  weekly  report  (ending  31st)  of  the  troops  under 
my  command  I am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  a favorable  progress  in 
all  matters  connected  with  the  command.  The  large  difference  in  the 
weekly  report  between  Present  for  duty^’  and  “ Total  present  and 
absent”  will,  I hope,  be  cured  in  a few  days. 

The  regiments  of  Colonels  Bailey  and  Stacker  have  only  just  organ- 
ized, and  freed  now  somewhat  from  feeling  themselves  bound  to  court 
the  good-will  of  their  men  in  order  to  secure  their  election,  aided  by 
a positive  order  against  granting  any  furloughs,  I hope  to  be  able  to 
restore  matters  to  a more  wholesome  status. 

I have  still  near  2,000  unarmed  men  in  my  command.  I have  not 
men  enough  armed  at  this  post  to  man  one-half  the  lines  within  the 
fortification,  much  less  to  effect  anything  at  points  which  command  my 
whole  work.  I beg  you  to  call  the  attention  of  the  general  commanding 
division  to  this  unvarnished  state  of  things. 

A most  satisfactory  progress  has  been  made  in  the  main  fortification, 
an  inclosed  work.  A very  few  more  days  will  close  up  the  gap  and 
give  us  a very  good  work. 

The  heavy  batteries  are  progressing  rapidly  and  will  be  very  efficient. 
I shall  be  ready  to  place  all  the  guns  in  position  as  fast  as  they  arrive. 
I am  straining  a point  to  make  the  armament  sufficient  to  answer  the 
aim  we  have  in  view.  I look  for  some  of  the  heavy  guns  to-morrow. 
My  entire  command  is  now  comfortably  housed  for  the  winter.  The 
houses  are  admirably  built,  well  situated,  and  present  an  appearance  of 
real  comfort  that  will  compare  favorably  with  any  command  in  the  field. 

On  yesterday  I reviewed  and  inspected  the  entire  command  at  Fort 
Henry,  and  am  gratified  at  being  able  to  report  the  entire  command  in 
a most  admirable  state  of  efficiency.  Everything  will  be  ready  to  receive 
the  additional  armament  now  on  its  way.  A heavy  rifled  gun  (82-pounder) 
arrived  at  the  fort  on  yesterday  and  will  be  in  place  to-day. 

As  shown  by  weekly  report,  I have  had  an  addition  to  the  force  at 
Fort  Henry  in  the  Alabama  troops  5 seven  companies  are  now  on  the 
ground ; the  remaining  three  will  be  in  place  on  Saturday.  The  com- 
panies are  tolerably  armed.  Five  of  them  only  were  inspected,  the 
others  arriving  this  morning.  These  troops  are,  as  I understand  it,  for 
the  work  south  of  the  Tennessee  Eiver. 
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The  negro  force  (500)  will  be  here  in  a few  days.  I have  had  no  in 
strnctions  on  this  point,  and  desire  to  know  fully  the  views  of  the  general 
commanding.  I have  conversed  with  Major  Gilmer  once  on  the  subject, 
but  deem  it  prudent  to  ask  for  further  instructions. 

I will  present  to  the  general  commanding  division  a statement  of 
advantages  to  arise  to  the  Government  from  the  covering  of  the  immense 
rolling-mills  owned  by  Hillman  & Bro.,  below  this  place.  These  mills 
have  become  an  absolute  necessity  to  the  whole  country.  I hope  he 
may  find  it  practicable  to  protect  it,  and  shall  examine  the  river  just 
below  the  mills  with  a view  to  this  object  and  report. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LLOYD  TILGHMAE, 
Brigadier-General^  C.  S.  Army,  Commanding, 


BowLiNa  Green,  January  2,  1862. 
Maj.  A.  J.  Smith,  Post  Quartermaster,  &c,: 

Dear  Sir  : I will  leave  Bowling  Green  to-morrow,  to  be  absent  on 
indispensable  business  for  a few  days. 

Before  going,  I take  occasion  to  represent  to  you  the  present  demands 
for  transportation  on  the  roads  now  in  my  charge,  their  capacity,  and 
to  make  suggestions  as  to  their  future  workings,  which  are  respectfully 
commended  to  your  careful  consideration,  and  through  you,  if  neces- 
sary, to  General  Johnston. 

We  have  in  running  order  ten  engines,  all  of  which  are  of  limited  or 
ordinary  capacity,  only  four  of  which  are  new  and  reliable  for  continuous 
service.  These  four  are  the  property  of  the  Memphis,  Clarksville  and 
Louisville  Eailroad. 

We  have  in  all,  box  cars,  120;  flat  cars,  55;  total  'number  of  cars,  175. 
These  cars  include  all  owned  by  the  Louisville  and  Yashville,  Memphis 
Branch,  and  Memphis,  Clarksville  and  Louisville  Eoads. 

The  whole  length  of  road  operated  by  this  machinery,  including  the 
road  north  of  Bowling  Green  up  to  Glasgow  Junction,  is  225  miles. 

The  ordinary  quotum  of  equipment  for  such  a length  of  railroad  would 
be,  engines,  22;  cars,  300.  Deficit  in  engines,  10  ; deficit  in  cars,  125. 

Within  ten  days  we  depend  on  having  three  more  engines  ready  for 
service,  but  then  we  will  need  seven  more. 

The  equipment  we  have  will  afford  one  train  daily  northward  from 
Bowling  Green,  capable  of  moving  ten  carloads  of  corn,  &c.;  one  freight 
train  daily,  each  way,  between  Eashville  and  Bowling  Green,  carrying 
thirteen  cars  each  way;  one  freight  train  daily  between  Paris  and 
Bowling  Green  with  twelve  cars;  one  passenger  train  each  way  on  the 
main  stem  and  Memphis  Branch.  This  is  the  maximum  capacity  of  the 
roads.  Should  there  be  any  extraordinary  demand  upon  both  stems  at 
the  same  time,  both  will  require  help  from  other  roads.  If  made  on  one 
stem,  the  regular  business  of  the  other  must  stop  to  meet  it. 

The  present  demand  is,  as  I now  understand,  for  the  army  alone,  from 
Paris,  800,000  pounds;  from  Clarksville,  1,000,000  pounds;  from  Eash- 
ville,  1,500,000  pounds. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  at  every  station  there  is  a large  accumula- 
tion of  freight,  consisting  of  hogs,  corn,  flour,  &c.  The  passenger  travel 
is  also  large.  In  addition  to  all,  troops  move  in  great  numbers.  In  a 
word,  the  entire  road  is  crowded  with  business  to  an  extent  unprece- 
dented in  the  history  of  any  branch  of  it. 

I suggest  that  the  superintendent  may  be  allowed  to  establish  a sched- 
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iile  best  adapted  for  the  speedy,  safe,  and  certain  final  accomplishment 
of  all  work,  and  that  the  public  shall  be  notified  that  this  schedule  shall 
remain  undisturbed,  save  under  the  requisition  of  some  one  officer  of  the 
army,  or  that  a requisition  shall  be  made  upon  other  roads  for  the  amount 
of  machinery  required  to  meet  the  business. 

Should  this  course  be  adopted,  the  funds  now  in  hands,  the  earnings 
of  the  main  stem  and  branch,  will  pay  a large  proportion  of  the  value 
of  machinery  required,  and  perhaps  the  Memphis,  Clarksville  and  Louis- 
ville Eailroad  Company  would  make  an  advance  sufficient  to  pay  the 
balance.  This  property  might — would  largely  increase  the  earnings  of 
the  road,  and  at  the  same  time  meet  the  difficulties  before  us.  I know 
of  no  remedy  better  than  the  last  suggested,  but  without  this  the  first 
plan  suggested  is  the  only  one  under  which  I can  promise  to  do  justice 
to  the  army,  the  stockholders,  or  myself. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

G.  B.  FLEECE, 

Superintendent. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond.^  Fa.,  January  3,  1862. 
Capt.  G.  H.  Monsarrat,  Knoxville.^  Tenn.: 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  the  Secretary  of  War 
directs  me  to  say  that  Brownlow  is  to  be  escorted  out  of  the  country  by 
a military  force  sufficient  to  protect  him  from  violence,  in  accordance 
with  the  pledge  given  by  General  Crittenden. 

In  relation  to  the  abuses  mentioned,  the  Secretary  expects  you  to  be 
vigilant  arid  energetic  in  suppressing  them.  Colonel  Leadbetter,  who 
commands  on  the  line  of  the  railroad  and  the  adjacent  country,  will  give 
you  ]3articular  instructions. 

Kespectfully,  ‘ • 

A.  T.  BLEDSOE, 

Chief  Bureau  of  War. 


Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  January  4,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  Leonidas  Polk,  Columbus^  Ky. : 

Sir  : Your  letter  in  relation  to  the  Branch  Bank  of  Kentucky,  in 
which  you  say  that  you  hold  possession  under  seal  of  the  assets  of  said 
bank,  and  ask  me  to  indicate  the  manner  in  which  you  shall  proceed  to 
turn  the  same  over  to  the  civil  authorities  of  Kentucky,  was  delivered 
to  me  by  Mr.  Owens,  the  cashier. 

The  Provisional  Government  have  some  time  since  directed  me  to 
take  possession  of  all  the  banks  within  our  lines,  with  the  intention  to 
hold  the  assets  for  future  disposition  by  the  Government,  as  justice  to 
all  parties  might  demand.  1 wish  you  to  continue  your  possession  in 
our  name  until  I write  you.  If  the  president,  directors,  and  cashier 
will  enter  into  such  legal  and  moral  obligation  to  me  as  will  insure 
through  them  the  continued  safe  possession  of  the  assets,  I will  place 
the  bank  in  their  control;  otherwise  not. 

With  great  respect, 

GEORGE  W.  JOHKSOK. 

P.  S. — Sir  : Since  writing  the  within  I have  come  to  a conclusion 
with  Mr.  Owens,  the  basis  of  which  will  be  shown,  you  by  him.  Mr. 
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Owens  will,  however,  return  to  this  place  in  a week  or  ten  daj  b,  and 
until  we  conclude  our  arrangements  as  to  the  assets  of  the  bank,  I wish 
yon  to  hold  possession  of  them  in  the  name  of  the  Provisional  Govern- 
ment of  Kentucky. 

With  great  respect, 

GEORGE  W.  JOHNTSOK. 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green^  Ky.^  January  5,  1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  26th  ultimo. 

The  positions  of  the  enemy’s  forces  and  those  of  the  Confederacy 
stand  relatively  as  reported  in  my  last  letter.  Since  then  the  force 
here  has  been  re-enforced  by  the  arrival  of  the  remainder  of  General 
Floyd’s  brigade  (except  the  batteries  and  two  regiments  which  are  at 
Nashville),  and  my  whole  force  here  may  now  be  estimated  at  23,000. 
1 hope  after  a while,  when  the  officers  shall  have  the  opportunity  to  learn 
their  duties,  to  be  able  to  send  accurate  returns  as  often  as  may  be  de- 
sirable. 

I desire  to  ask  your  attention  to  the  vast  and  methodized  preparation 
of  the  Northern  Government  to  carry  on  the  war  against  the  Confeder- 
acy with  a purpose  as  inflexible  as  malignant.  Their  large  and  well- 
appointed  army,  only  now  held  back  till  the  highest  point  of  efficiency 
is  attained  by  instruction  and  disciiiline,  must  make  every  patriot  con- 
template its  forward  movement  with  apprehension  for  the  safety  of  the 
country,  unless,  awakened  to  the  peril  which  menaces  it,  we  make  a cor- 
responding effort  to  meet  their  force  and  beat  them  back  by  an  imme- 
diate development  and  application  of  all  the  military  resources  of  the 
country,  both  of  material  and  men,  to  that  purpose.  The  rapid  and 
energetic  concentration  of  the  power  of  the  country  to  meet  the  mighty 
exigencies  of  the  present  moment  must  be  brought  to  bear  to  sustain 
our  cause,  which  every  one  feels  will  justify  every  sacrifice  for  its  attain- 
ment. 

In  the  great  question  of  liberty  and  national  existence  the  magnitude 
of  them  will  I hope  suggest  to  the  wisdom  of  the  representatives  (of  the 
people)  the  necessity  of  augmenting  the  executive  authority  sufficiently 
to  meet  the  occasion  which  now  urgently  calls  for  its  exercise. 

If  necessary,  let  us  convert  our  country  into  one  vast  camp  of  in- 
struction for  the  field  of  every  man  able  to  bear  arms,  and  fix  our  mili- 
tary establishment  upon  a xit^rmanent  basis.  Whenever  a people  will 
make  the  necessary  sacrifices  to  maintain  their  liberty  they  need  have 
no  fear  of  losing  it. 

General  Polk  asks  to  be  re-enforced  by  McCulloch’s  command,  which 
he  thinks  is  necessary  to  replace  Thompson’s  force  at  New  Madrid, 
which  he  says  is  disbanded.  He  says  McCulloch’s  force  is  10,000  men, 
now  in  winter  quarters.  I have  been  unable  to  obtain  any  reports  from 
that  command,  and  do  not  know  its  number  and  condition,  and  therefore, 
instead  of  giving  any  orders  myself,  request  (presuming  the  Department 
informed)  that,  if  McCulloch’s  force  cannot  be  employed  in  co-operation 
with  General  Price’s,  which  the  severity  of  the  winter  in  North  Missouri 
would  probably  prevent,  one-half  of  the  force  be  ordered  to  New  Madrid. 

The  occupation  of  New  Madrid  by  the  enemy  would  enable  him  to 
turn  our  defenses  at  Island  No.  10,  &c.,  a movement  which  could  be 
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made  by  them  with  perfect  security  from  Cape  Girardeau,  on  account 
of  the  peculiar  topograiihy  of  the  country,  the  route  being  on  a ridge 
nearly  the  whole  way,  bonuded  on  the  sides  by  large  and  impassable 
swamps ; it  is  also  intersected  by  the  railroad  from  Bird’s  Point. 

General  Polk’s  force  is  now  reduced  to  about  13,000  men,  as  he  reports, 
by  sending  Bowen’s  division  here,  tbe  Third  Mississippi  to  the  coast 
(asked  for  by  General  Lovell,  who,  I may  say,  loaned  this  and  a Louisi- 
ana regiment  for  the  defense  of  Columbus  last  month),  and  the  disband- 
ing of  Thompson’s  command.  On  account  of  these  reductions  it  would 
be  judicious  to  re-enforce  him. 

Instructions  with  regard  to  the  purchase  of  supplies  for  the  commis- 
sary and  quartermaster’s  department  have  been  given  in  conformity  to 
your  orders.  The  prices  asked  for  beef  are  more  moderate  than  they 
have  been.  Major  Jackson  informs  me  that  at  Hopkinsville  and  Galla- 
tin it  may  be  had  at  3f  to  4 cents.  The  price  for  corn  is  40  cents.  We 
have  not  been  able  to  accumulate  a sufficiency  of  corn  for  the  supply  of 
this  place  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  bringing  it  in  from  the  country, 
our  means  of  transportation  being  not  much  more  than  is  needed  for 
the  troops. 

Apprehending  that  there  might,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  the 
quartermasters,  be  a deficiency,  I have  ordered  the  quartermaster  at 
Kashville  to  send  up  50,000  bushels.  The  price  there  is  60  cents,  but  I 
could  not  permit  a sufficiency  of  supply  to  remain  a matter  of  doubt. 

For  the  same  reason  I have  ordered  the  Government  agents  to  kill 
and  pack  here  from  5,000  to  8,000  hogs,  besides  salt  beef  and  pork  to 
be  brought  from  Nashville  and  Clarksville,  to  make  a suiiply  for  four 
months. 

There  has  been  among  these  people  a great  disinclination  to  take  the 
Confederate  currency,  and  this  may  have  been  the  result  of  a hostile 
feeling  towards  the  Confederacy,  but  at  no  time  has  this  distrust  been 
greater  or  different  from  that  which  always  manifests  itself  among  a 
rural  population  on  the  introduction  of  a paper  currency  of  the  value  of 
which  they  have  but  limited  means  of  acquainting  themselves.  They 
are  certainly  not  responsible  for  the  sudden  fall  of  the  currency,  and  I 
presume  have  not  asked  a greater  discount  than  was  established  in  our 
own  cities. 

The  discount  on  the  State  and  Confederate  money  may  be  presumed 
to  have  in  a great  measure  been  produced  by  the  competition  of  our 
agents  for  purchasing  meat  in  the  buying  of  gold  in  Charleston, 
Savannah,  Eichmond,  and  New  Orleans,  in  which  cities  it  rose  from 
November  to  20th  December  from  15  to  38  per  cent.  It  then  fell  to  22. 

I beg  leave  to  represent  that  the  good  policy  of  impressing  supplies 
is  not  sustained  by  custom  or  experience.  Whether  among  friends  or  foes 
it  has  always  resulted  prejudicially  to  the  public  interests.  In  an  enemy’s 
country  they  would  place  their  supplies  beyond  reach  or  destroy  them. 
To  levy  contributions  in  an  enemy’s  country  and  purchase  from  the  peo- 
ple at  customary  rates  I should  think  the  better  course.  Whenever  the 
raising  of  supplies  among  our  friends  by  impressment  has  been  at- 
tempted it  has  always  resulted  in  indiscriminate  robbery  by  pretended 
agents  of  the  Government.  The  porlc  purchased  by  Government  agents 
has  cost  largely  above  the  ordinary  rates,  and  it  is  hoped  they  have 
secured  an  adequate  su^iply.  The  high  price  offered  by  exciting  the 
cupidity  of  those  who  are  awaiting  the  result  of  the  contest  to  take  sides 
has  induced  them  both  within  and  beyond  our  lines  to  fatten  their  hogs 
and  bring  them  to  market,  which  they  would  not  have  done  for  the  cus- 
tomary rates. 
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The  fine  weather  which  prevailed  till  within  two  or  three  days  past 
has  been  succeeded  hy  rain,  which  nsnally  falls  here  in  snfiicient  quanti- 
ties when  the  winter  sets  in  to  make  the  unpaved  roads  difficult  and 
for  large  trains  impassable. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON-, 
General^  C,  8.  Army, 


January  5,  1862. 

Major-General  Polk,  Columbus : 

You  need  not  send  forward  Cami)beirs  regiment,  if  in  your  opinion 
it  is  at  all  necessary  to  retain  it. 

I have  asked  for  half  of  McCulloch’s  force  to  be  sent  to  you. 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Western  Departivibnt, 

Columbus^  Ky.y  January  6,  1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War^  Richmond  : 

I respectfully  refer  to  you  two  papers,  marked  1 and  2,  which  will  ex- 
plain themselves.  The  paper  marked  3 1 desire  to  call  your  attention 
to.  It  refers  to  the  law  of  promotion  in  the  artillery  corps  in  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  and  is  a paper  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Haynes,  of  that 
corps.* 

The  law  of  Tennessee,  you  will  see,  in  the  case  of  that  corps,  placed 
the  power  of  appointment  originally  and  the  power  to  fill  vacancies 
in  the  hands  of  the  Governor  of  the  State. 

The  question  is,  Does  the  transfer  of  that  army  to  the  Confederate 
Government  transfer  the  power  of  the  Governor  to  the  President  ? I 
suppose  it  does,  but  to  avoid  complication  I prefer  to  submit  the  ques- 
tion to  the  War  Department.  If  it  does,  then  it  becomes  necessary  that 
the  offices  of  colonel  and  major  of  that  corps  should  be  filled,  and  the 
exigencies  of  the  service  require  this  to  be  done  without  delay. 

My  opinion  is  that  it  would  be  best  to  make  two  corps  of  these  com- 
panies, the  number  being  too  great  to  be  comprised  in  one  with  ad- 
vantage ; there  would  thus  be  a brigade  of  artillery. 

A large  part  of  this  force  is  under  my  command  at  Columbus  and  at 
other  forts  in  my  immediate  division.  At  this  point  chiefly,  where  I 
have  in  fixed  and  field  guns  of  various  caliber  150  in  different  positions, 
you  will  at  once  see  that  the  control  of  this  large  armament  and  ite 
efficiency  of  condition  demand  a specific  supervision.  It  should  be 
under  the  direction  of  a single  mind,  of  adequate  capacity,  resources, 
and  energy.  This  is  indespensable  to  make  that  arm  tell  as  it  should 
in  our  combinations  for  defense.  It  was  for  that  service  chiefly  I nom- 
inated James  Trudeau,  of  Louisiana,  as  brigadier-general.  General 
Trudeau,  who  you  know  to  be  in  command  of  the  Louisiana  Legion,  is  a 
highly  accomplished  artillery  officer,  educated  in  France,  and  has  de- 
voted special  attention  to  the  artillery  branch  of  military  service.  He 
has  been  with  me  now  for  the  last  month,  aiding  in  placing  the  guns 
and  arranging  generally  all  the  details  necessary  for  putting  this  posi- 
tion in  its  present  effective  condition.  A better  appointment  could  not 
be  made,  and  the  services  of  such  an  officer  are  required  to  make  the 


luclosures  omitted  as  of  no  present  importance. 
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most  of  our  resources.  I hope  the  Governmeut  may  see  no  reason  for 
declining  this  api^ointment. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  POLK, 

Major-General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  No.  1, 

New  Orleans^  La.,  January  7,  1862. 

Major-General  Polk, 

Commanding,  Columbus,  &c.: 

Sir  : I was  somewhat  surprised  to  receive  notice  at  this  late  hour 
of  your  intention  not  to  send  me  the  troops  which  were  ordered  to  join 
you  some  weeks  since  at  your  pressing  call.  When  these  men  were 
sent  I distinctly  notified  General  Johnston  and  yourself  that  when  the 
enemy  made  his  appearance  here  I should  require  them  to  be  returned, 
and  the  two  regiments  were  received  by  you  with  that  implied  under- 
standing. If  not,  you  should  have  given  me  notice  at  the  time,  and  I 
should  have  made  other  provisions  against  an  emergency.  I did  not 
expect  that  when  I called  for  them  the  matter  would  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War.  The  Third  Mississippi  Eegimeut  is  composed 
largely  of  men  born  and  bred  on  the  coast,  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  all  the  inlets,  bayous,  and  soundings  of  that  peculiar  country, 
and  are  absolutely  necessary  to  me.  They  cannot  be  replaced  by  any 
other  men  that  can  be  sent,  and  I must  be  permitted  to  insist  that 
they  be  returned  here.  Many  of  them  are  fishermen  and  residents  of 
the  coast,  and  left  their  families  there  unprovided  and  unprotected, 
with  the  understanding  that  when  the  enemy  should  make  his  apiiear- 
ance  I would  recall  them.  They  were  lent  you  with  that  understand- 
ing, and  it  would  refle(*t  unjustly  upon  me  if  they  were  retained,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  prejudice  to  the  public  service  by  retaining  at  Columbus 
(when  other  troops  would  do  as  well)  a regiment  peculiarly  adapted 
and  indeed  raised  mainly  for  the  defense  of  the  intricate  coast  of  Mis- 
sissippi Sound. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  LOVELL, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

■ Bowling  Green,  Jariuary  7,  1862. 

His  Excellency  John  J.  Pettus, 

Governor  of  Mississippi,  Jaclison: 

Your  excellency's  telegram,  asking  me  to  send  all  companies  now  in 
Mississippi,  raised  under  your  (my)  call,  to  report  to  General  Lovell 
for  Mississqipi  sea-coast  defenses,  has  been  received. 

Most  solicitous  for  the  safety  of  our  coast  and  always  anxious.  Gov- 
ernor, to  meet  your  wishes  in  the  prompt  manner  in  which  you  have 
always  responded  to  mine,  it  is  with  regret  I must  here  hesitate  in 
complying,  and  for  the  following  reasons,  viz: 

1.  The  circumstances  making  my  call  a necessity  for  the  defense  of 
this  frontier  are  unchanged,  and  here  the  most  dangerous  attack  can 
be  made  on  Mississippi,  and  here  the  stoutest  resistance  should  be 
opposed  to  it. 

2.  I have  sent  to  General  Lovell  more  than  the  troops  he  has  asked, 
in  view  of  the  landing  on  your  coast. 
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3.  I do  not  feel  at  liberty,  so  long  as  be  is  on  the  ground,  fully  advised 
of  tbe  movements  of  tbe  enemy  and  acquainted  with  bis  means  of  resist- 
ance, to  anticipate  bis  wants,  were  tbis  possible. 

A.  S.  JOHNSTO^^, 

General, 


Abstract  from  return  of  troops  at  Oolumbus,  Ky.,  for  the  loeelc  ending  January  7,  1862, 
Maj.  Gen.  Leonidas  Polk,  commanding. 


Troops. 


Ist  Division 

2d  Division 

3d  Division 

Fort  Columbus 

Total 


Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 

and  absent. 

OflScers. 

Men. 

295 

3, 963 

4,  258 

6,519 

252 

2,  984 

3,  236 

5,149 

203 

2,  752, 

2,  955 

4,589 

119 

1,  462 

1,  581 

2,  418 

869 

11, 161 

12,  030 

18,  675 

Weekly  return  of  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  F.  K.  Zollicoffer,  Camp  Beech  Grove,  Ky. 


Troops. 


Col.  W.  B.  Wood,  Sixte*  nth  Alabama  Begiment 

Col.  W.  S.  Statham.  Fifteenth  Mississippi  Regiment 

Col.  T.  W.  Newman,  Seventeenth  Tennessee  Regiment 

Col.  D.  H.  Cummings,  Nineteenth  Tennessee  Regiment 

Col.  S.  A.  Battle,  Twentieth  Tennessee  Regiment 

Col.  S.  S.  Stanton,  Twenty-bfth  Tennessee  Regiment 

Col.  S.  Powell.  Twenty-ninth  Tennessee  Regiment  

Col.  J.  P.  Murray,  Twenty-eighth  Tennessee  Regiment 

Lieutenant-Colonel  McNairy,  First  Battalion  Tennessee 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Brazelton,  two  companies  of  Third  Battalion  Tennessee  . . 

Lientenant-Colonel  Branner,  Fourth  Battalion  Tennessee A.. 

I.ieutenant-Colonel  McClellan,  five  companies  Fifth  Tennessee 

Capt.  T.  C.  Sanders’  independent  cavalry  company / 

Capt.  W.  S.  Bledsoe’s  in?l(;pendl‘nt  cavalry  company 

Caph  A.  M.  Rutledge’s  artillery  company 

Capt.  H.  L.  W.  McClung’s  artillery  company 


Officers  present 
for  duty. 

Rank  and  file  pres- 
ent for  duty. 

pres- 
ent and  absent. 

i 

22 

356  . 

880 

34 

820 

1,  025 

31, 

307 

920 

31 

645 

973 

32 

662 

916 

30 

653 

949 

31 

462 

854 

44 

704 

892 

15 

197 

329 

6 

133 

169 

22 

314 

580 

18 

297 

469 

4 

67 

101 

4 

80 

97 

5 

135 

157 

4 

79 

.^06 

333 

6,111 

9,  417 

For  the  week  efiding  January  7,  1862. 


F.  K.  ZOLLICOFFER, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green j Ky.,  January  8,  18(32. 

(Eeceived  January  15,  1862.) 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  Tbe  calls  made  upon  tbe  Government  from  every  assailable 
point  on  our  frontier  for  additional  force  would  make  me  hesitate  to 
add  to  your  embarrassment  by  asking  for  re-enforcements,  were  tbe 
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gravity  of  the  occasion  less  which  urges  me  to  press  upon  your  atten- 
tion the  effort  about  to  be  made  by  the  Federal  Government,  with  a 
large  army  (estimated  on  reliable  data  at  not  less  than  80,000),  to  in- 
vade the  Confederacy  through  Central  Kentucky  towards  Tennessee. 
They  have  justly  comprehended  that  the  seat  of  vitality  of  the  Con- 
federacy, if  to  be  reached  at  all,  is  by  this  route.  It  is  now  palpable 
that  all  the  resources  of  that  Government  will,  if  necessary,  be  em- 
ployed to  assure  success  on  this  line.  The  line  of  the  Barren  affords 
the  means  of  a strong  defense,  but  my  force  is  not  sufficient  to  enable 
me  to  avail  myself  of  it  (23,000).  I do  not  ask  that  my  force  shall  be 
made  equal  to  that  of  the  enemy,  but,  if  possible,  it  should  be  raised 
to  50,000  men.  . 

I have  hoped  to  be  able  to  raise  an  adequate  force  by  the  aid  of  the 
Governors  of  the  several  States  of  this  department,  but  notwithstand- 
ing zealous  efforts  on  their  part,  thus  far  I have  been  able  to  draw  to 
this  place  only  a force  which,  when  compared  in  number  to  the  enemy, 
must  be  regarded  as  insufficient.  There  are  three  or  four  regiments 
still  to  come  forward  from  Tennessee,  armed  with  arms  collected  from 
the  people,  and  some  others  waiting  for  their  arms.  These  men  are 
reaching  us  too  late  for  instruction,  and  liable  to  measles,  &c.  They 
are  as  likely  to  be  an  element  of  weakness  as  of  strength. 

If  the  public  service  would  permit,  I beg  leave  to  suggest  that  a few 
regiments  might  be  detached  from  the  several  armies  in  the  field  and 
ordered  here,  to  be  replaced  by  new  levies.  Ko  doubt  the  strongest 
attack  the  enemy  is  capable  of  making  will  be  made  against  this  place, 
and  we  ought  not  surely  to  put  in  jeopardy  the  result  by  failing  to 
meet  it  with  a force  sufficient  to  place  success  beyond  hazard. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

A.  S!  JOHNSTONT, 
General^  C.  8.  Army, 


[Headquarters  Western  Department,] 

January  8,  1802. 

Brigadier-General  Carroll,  Knoxville: 

Send  forward  at  once  to  this  place  all  the  men  who  [are]  armed  and 
ready  for  duty  of  the  regiments  of  Colonels  Looney  and  Gillespie.  If 
they  are  part  of  your  brigade,  and  it  is  not  inconsistent  with  orders  in 
East  Tennessee,  you  will  accompany  the  regiments  here. 

A.  S.  JOHKSTOK, 

General, 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Western  Department, 

ColumhuSj  Ky.j  January  11,  1862. 
General  A.  Sidney  Johnston,  Bowling  Green^  Ky. : 

General:  I herewith  send  you  by  express  the  return  of  this  division 
for  the  month  of  December  as  complete  as  it  can  be  made  at  present. 

My  available  force  is  greatly  reduced  by  sickness  and  absences.  I 
have  resisted  all  applications  for  leaves  and  furloughs  as  strongly  as 
possible  and  have  issued  orders  to  bring  back  all  absentees. 

There  are  many  regiments  in  my  division  who  are  without  arms  and 
several  poorly  armed.  The  unarmed  regiments  are  stationed  at  Forts 
Pillow,  Donelson,  and  Henry,  at  Trenton,  Union  City,  and  Henderson 
Station. 
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In  my  return  you  will  find  embraced  the  brigade  of  Brigadier- 
General  Alcorn.  His  men  are  sixty-days’  troops  from  Mississippi,  who 
are  armed  with  every  variety  of  weapon.  They  are  sick  with  measles, 
raw,  and  undisciplined.  This  brigade  cannot  be  expected  to  be  very 
efiective. 

I also  send  you  a weekly  report  of  the  troops  at  this  post,*  and  am 
sorry  to  remark  that  they  have  been  much  reduced  by  sickness. 

My  effective  force  is  now,  as  you  will  see,  only  about  12,000. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  POLK, 

Major- General^  Commanding, 


[Inclosure.] 

Abstract  from  return  of  the  First  Division,  Western  Department,  Maj.  Gen.  Leonidas  Polk, 
C.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  December,  1861. 


Troops. 

Present  for  duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 

and  absent. 

Infantry. 

Cavalry. 

Artilery. 

CO 

o 

o 

o 

d 

GO 

S 

O 

53 

o 

g 

CO 

S 

O 

53 

c 

d 

o; 

1st  Division,  Columbus 

2d  Division,  Columbus 

3d  Division,  Columbus 

Stewart’s  command,  Columbus 

Fort  Pillow,  Henderson,  and  Trenton.  . 

Fort  Henry 

Fort  Thompson 

277 

222 

1C15 

88 

205 

59 

80 

134 

4,  370 
3,  063 
2,  601 
1,  259 
3,014 
1, 136 
418 
1,540 

21 

15 

5 

266 

244 

100 

7 

5 

14 

27 

3 

7 

186 

107 

355 

431 

69 

129 

5,  702 
4,  602 
4,  292 
2,266 
3,  870 

1,  655 
817 

2,  577 

6,  519 
5, 147 
4,  589 
2,418 
4,357 
1,  820 
931 
2,  831 

Camp  Beaui  egard 

Total 

31 

429 

1,181  1 17,401 

72 

1,  039 

03 

1,  277 

25,  781 

28,  612 

AGGUEGATE  PRESENT  FOR  DUTY. 


Infantry 18,  582 

Cavalry 1,  111' 

Artillery 1,  340 


Grand  aggregate 21, 033 


War  Department, 
liichmondy  January  12,  1862. 
General  A.  Sidney  Johnston,  Bowling  Green.,  Ky. : 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  receipt  of  your  letter  of  5th 
instant. 

I refrain  from  answering  it  in  detail,  because  our  views  will  be  fully 
disclosed  to  Maj.  Gen.  Earl  Van  Dorn,  just  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  Trans-Mississiiipi  District,  of  your  department,  with  orders  to  re- 
port to  you  in  person  on  his  way' to  the  West. 

He  will  give  you  information  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  army  of 
General  McCulloch,  and  will  of  course  receive  your  orders  in  relation 
to  the  movement  of  forces  to  Kew  Madrid,  as  suggested  in  your  letter. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


Not  found. 


J.  P.  BEKJAMIK, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green,  January  12,  18G2. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  Adjutant-General  Whittliorne,  of  Tennessee,  lias  inclosed  to  me 
a copy  of  the  order  issued  by  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General  Groner, 
directing  that  no  twelve-months’  volunteer  company,  battalion,  or  regi- 
ment shall  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  un- 
less armed,  and  also  giving  notice  that  General  Carroll  had  been  directed 
to  muster  out  of  service  Colonel  Gillespie’s  regiment. 

Believing  as  I do  that  the  public  interest  requires  that  the  depart- 
ment over  which  you  preside  should  fully  comprehend  the  practical 
operation  of  this  order,  I beg  leave  to  state  the  facts  in  the  midst  of 
which  I have  had  to  discharge  the  duties  of  a commander  in  raising 
forces  to  repel  the  threatened  invasion. 

Tennessee  is  generally  sparsely  populated.  For  this  reason  it  is  often 
impracticable  to  raise  even  whole  companies  in  the  same  neighborhood ; 
hence  squads  have  sometimes  to  be  transiiorted  to  some  common  point 
to  form  a company.  The  people,  too,  are  both  unwilling  and  often  un- 
able to  subsist  themselves  at  their  own  expense  after  they  have  left 
their  homes  as  volunteers  and  are  awaiting  organization  and  arms; 
nor  will  volunteers  long  remain  together  unless  put  under  the  control 
of  law.  This  fact  is  attested  by  the  experience  of  every  one  who  has 
commanded  volunteers. 

For  these  reasons  it  was  sometimes  necessary  to  transport,  subsist, 
and  muster  into  service  volunteers  as  they  presented  themselves. 
]!^^either  the  Confederate  Government  nor  the  State  of  Tennessee  were 
in  i)ossession  of  public  arms  to  put  in  the  bands  of  the  men,  so  as  to 
make  the  arming  and  mustering-in  coincident.  Indeed,  in  the  great 
scarcity  of  public  arms,  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee  found  it  necessary 
to  pass  an  act  by  which  the  private  arms  in  the  State  could  be  im- 
pressed and  afterwards  paid  for.  The  Governor  of  that  State  and  my- 
self conferred  together  upon  the  subject,  and  both  concluded  there  was 
but  one  mode  by  which  it  was  iiossible  to  get  the  volunteers  and  arm 
them,  and  I am  happy  to  say  that  both  the  Governor  and  the  Legis- 
lature of  Tennessee  have  most  zealously  and  patriotically  co-operated 
Avith  me. 

These  arms  have  been  and  still  are  being  gathered  in  from  the  people. 
Those  tit  for  use  are  at  once  put  in  the  hands  of  organized  volunteers, 
and  those  arms  requiring  repairs  have  been  and  are  being  repaired  with 
all  possible  dispatch.  Whilst  this  was  going  on  the  volunteers  were 
being  collected  at  the  rendezA^ous  for  the  imrpose  of  being  organized 
and  armed. 

These  squads,  companies,  and  battalions  were  not  brought  together 
as  independent  organizations,  but  Avith  the  distinct  understanding  and 
for  the  exi)ress  purpose  of  consolidation,  organization,  and  arming. 

The  GoA'ernment  thus  secured  their  services ; otherwise  they  could 
not  have  been  procured,  and  the  time  between  mustering  in  and  arming 
was  profitably  employed  in  giving  the  men  all  iiracticable  instructions 
in  their  duties  as  soldiers.  This  it  will  readily  be  iierceived  Avas  quite 
as  necessary  to  their  efficiency  in  the  held  as  placing  arms  in  their 
hands. 

If  the  mustering-in  of  these  Amlunteers  had  been  postpoTied  in  CA’ery 
instance  till  arms  AA  ere  ready  to  be  placed  in  their  hands  or  such  regi- 
ments as  had  been  mustered  in  without  arms  had  been  on  that  account 
nuntered  out  of  service  and  disbanded,  w e AA  Ould  to-day  have  been  with* 
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out  a force  to  clieck  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  and  our  borders  would 
have  been  open  to  the  invaders. 

In  reference  to  Colonel  Gillespie’s  regiment  it  is  proper  to  state  that 
General  Carroll  had  reported  it  to  me  as  armed  and  I had  ordered  it 
to  this  place,  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  neither  this  or  any  other 
regiment  will  be  ordered  to  be  disbanded  for  the  reason  that  they  have 
not  at  the  day  of  mustering  arms  in  their  hands. 

The  Governor  of  Tennessee  is  using  every  exertion  to  arm  all  the 
men  who  volunteer,  and  he  informs  me  that  he  has  every  prospect  of 
success. 

In  view,  therefore,  of  these  facts  and  that  the  enemy  are  immediately 
in  my  front  in  great  numbers  and  that  we  need  every  man  it  is  possi- 
ble to  get,  I reiterate  a respectful  but  earnest  hope  that  the  order  will 
not  be  enforced  by  the  department. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON^, 
General^  G.  8,  Army. 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green^  January  12,  1862. 

Col.  W.  S.  Statham, 

Comdg,  Fifteenth  Eegt.  Miss.  Vols.^ 

Hdqrs.  Gen.  Zollicoffer,  Upper  Cumberland : 

Colonel  : Your  application  for  the  removal  of  your  regiment  to  this 
place  has  been  received  by  General  Johnston. 

Fully  appreciating  both  the  past  hardships  of  your  regiment  and  the 
motives  which  induced  the  apphcatiou  he  cannot  comply  at  this  time. 

The  position  of  General  Zollicoffer  is  too  important  and  too  exposed 
to  permit  of  any  reduction  of  force,  particularly  so  great  a reduction  as 
the  removal  of  your  regiment  would  be. 

The  general  is  satisfied  that  you  will  soon  have  an  opportunity  under 
General  Z.  of  contributing  to  turn  back  the  invaders  of  the  South. 

I am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Western  Departihent, 

Columbus^  Ky.j  January  12,  1862. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis  : 

The  time  for  the  enemy’s  attack  on  this  post,  for  which  he  has  been 
making  such  formidable  preparations,  is  at  hand.  I have  reason  to  be- 
lieve he  will  attack  by  land  and  water  in  a few  days.  His  flotilla  is 
composed  of  the  gunboats,  mortar  boats,  and  transports  enumerated  in 
the  accompanying  slip.  This  is  taken  from  one  of  their  own  publica- 
tions and  verified  substantially  by  other  information. 

This  flotilla  is  to  be  supported  by  a land  force.  Of  the  number  com- 
posing this  force  we  have  no  certain  information,  but  we  have  reason 
to  believe  it  will  reach  from  30,000  to  50,000. 

Since  taking  possession  of  this  place  in  September  I have  been  ac- 
tively engaged  in  putting  it  in  so  complete  a condition  of  defense  as  the 
means  at  my  disposal  would  allow.  These  means  have  been  far  less 
than  I desired.  The  work,  however,  is  one  of  decided  strength,  and  it 
will  offer  a stern  resistance  to  any  attack  that  may  be  made  upon  it. 

I regret  to  say  that  my  force  is  much  below  what  is  required  for  the 
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work  before  it.  I inclose  a return*  just  furnished  by  the  adjutant-gen- 
eral, so  far  as  this  post  is  concerned.  I have  only  three  regiments — 
Mississippi  sixty-days’  men — that  might  be  looked  to  for  support.  These 
are  at  TJnion  City,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Alcorn^ 
armed  with  every  *discription  of  fire-arms. 

I within  the  last  fortnight,  under  a call  from  General  Johnston,  felt 
obliged  to  send  him  between  4,000  and  5,000  men,  which  I could  not 
well  spare.  I have  called  upon  the  Governors  of  the  States  below  us 
for  aid.  The  aid  has  not  been  furnished  as  the  necessities  of  my  posi- 
tion demand  it.  We  shall,  however,  make  the  best  defense  our  circum- 
stances will  allow. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  POLK, 

Major-General^  Commanding, 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Western  Department, 

Columbus^  Ky.,  January  12,  1862.  • 

General  A.  Sidney  eloHNSTON, 

Commanding  Western  Department,,  Bowling  Green,,  Ky. : 

General  : I think  it  proper  to  my  to  you  that  the  preparations  of 
the  enemy  which  have  been  so  long  on  foot  for  an  attack  on  this  place 
seem  now  to  have  been  completed,  and  I am  advised  of  his  purpose  to 
make  that  attack  in  the  next  three  or  four  days. 

Of  the  character  of  his  preparations  for  an  attack  by  water  you  will 
judge  by  tiie  report  oi  his  force  contained  in  the  accompanying  slip, 
which  I am  advised  is  reliable.  I am  also  advised  that  he  has  concen- 
trated a large  force  at  and  around  Cairo  for  a land  attacli.  This  force 
is  made  uj)  chiefly  of  that  which  has  been  occupied  with  General  Price 
in  Missouri,  and  which,  since  he  has  fallen  back  on  Arkansas,  they  feel 
at  liberty  to  y^ithdraw.  This  land  force  is  estimated  at  40,000. 

My  information  is  that  they  intend  to  move  on  Kew  Madrid  with 
one  column,  on  TJnion  City,  via  Feliciana,  with  another,  and  on  this 
place  with  a third  j landing  his  troops  in  Puntney’s  Bend,  on  this  side 
the  river.  This  information  I believe  is  reliable. 

As  to  the  force  at  my  disposal  I have  kept  you  constantly  advised.  I 
have  not  failed  to  use  every  exertion  practicable  to  have  it  strengthened 
by  calls  upon  the  Governors  of  the  States  below  us  and  upon  the  Gen- 
eral Government. 

I regret  to  say  that  these  calls  have  not  been  responded  to  as  I de- 
sired or  as  the  necessities  of  my  position  demanded  5 especially  as  it 
became  necessary  to  detach  a portion  of  my  force  to  aid  you  in  your 
recent  emergency.  As  things  now  stand  I have  two  regiments-pf  in- 
fantry and  two  companies  of  artillery  posted  in  a well-constructed 
closed  work  at  New  Madrid,  mounting  twelve  guns.  They  are  Arkan- 
sas troops. 

Thompson’s  men  have  been  disbanded  and  not  yet  re-enlisted.  At 
Cami)  Beauregard  I have  about  1,000  cavalry ; at  Union  City  three 
regiments  of  sixty-days’  men,  uuder  General  Alcorn. 

"My  own  force  at  this  place,  you  will  see,  amounts  to  about  12,800 
men  ready  for  duty.  You  will  see  we  require  support.  If  you  could 
give  it,  it  would  be  timely  and  acceptable. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  POLK, 

Major-General,,  Commanding, 


Not  found. 
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[Inclosure.] 

Enemy^s  flotilla,  under  command  of  Commodore  Foote:  Tliirty-eiglit 
mortar  boats,  with  one  13-incli  mortar  each ; twenty-eight  transports ; 
twelve  gunboats,  fifteen  guns,  32  and  48  pounders,  except  the  Benton, 
which  has  an  armament  of  eighteen  guns,  two  of  which  are  9-inch  Dahl- 
greifis,  the  others  32  and  48  pounders. 

The  arm^ament  is  distributed  to  fire  on  either  side,  three  in  the  bow 
and  two  at  the  stern. 

The  mortar  boats  have  no  propelling  power,  but  are  towed  into  posi- 
tion by  small  tug-boats. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Western  Department, 

Columbus^  Ky,j  January  12,  1862. 

Maj.  A.  C.  Myers, 

Quartermaster -General,  Richmond , Ya,: 

Sir:  I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  December 
17,  and  in  regard  to  it  have  to  say  that  as  there  appears  to  be,  from 
your  communication  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  some  misconception  of 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  amount  passed  to  my  credit,  viz, 
$390,010,  was  expended,  that  an  explanation  in  regard  to  it  should  at 
this  time  be  made. 

It  has  so  happened  at  various  times  that  the  quartermaster  at 
Memphis,  Major  Anderson,  was  without  funds,  and  was  by  the  depart- 
ment proliibited  from  borrowing.  In  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the 
quartermaster’s  department  at  Memphis  to  meet  its  obligations  pur- 
chases necessary  for  the  support  and  efiaciency  of  this  army  could  not 
be  made  on  a promise  to  pay.  My  division  quartermasters  and  com- 
missaries could  not  carry  on  their  respective  departments  without 
funds,  and  under  these  circumstances  I did  not  hesitate  to  call  on  the 
banks  of  Memphis  for  aid.  They  responded  to  that  call  to  the  amount 
of  $200,000,  $100,000  of  which  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Quarter- 
master J.  G.  Finnie,  whose  receipt  therefor  is  herewith  inclosed,  and 
who  will  account  for  the  disbursement  thereof  to  your  department. 
The  other  $100,000  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Maj.  W.  W.  Guy,  com- 
missary, whose  receipt  is  also  inclosed.  The  remaining  $190,010  Avas, 
as  you  justly  remarked  to  Mr.  Benjamin,  expended  by  quartermaster 
Maj.  Thomas  Peters  previous  to  the  arrival  of  Major  Anderson  at 
Memphis.  Youchers  for  this  amount  he  has,  and  I will,  with  the  nec- 
essary statement  of  its  expenditure,  forward  them  to  you  as  soon  as  it 
can  be  made  out,  which  will  be  now  in  the  course  of  a very  few  days. 
I remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  POLK, 

Major-  General,  Commanding, 


Camp  near  Barren  Eiver, 

January  12,  1862. 

Major-General  Hardee, 

Commanding  Confederate  Army,  Bowling  Green,  Ky. : 
General:  The  scouting  party  sent  out  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Woodward  have  returned  to  Glasgow.  The  enemy  are  not  advancing 
in  this  direction;  they,  hoAveA^er,  report  that  several  regiments  have 
left  .Columbia  for  Burkesville.  I have  also  learned  from  another 
reliable  source  that  from  2,500  to  3,000  of  the  enemy  have  left  Colum- 
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bia  for  Biirkesville;  that  two  or  three  more  regiments  have  left  the 
same  place,  under  Colonel  Bramlette,  with  the  intention  of  marching  to 
some  point  on  the  Cumberland  Eiver  above  the  position  occupied  by 
General  Zollicolfer. 

I understand  that  General  Zollicoffer’s  force  is  at  Mill  Creelc,  about 
5 miles  above  Creelsborough  and  20  miles  above  Bnrkesville.  If  such 
is  the  case,  the  enemy  have  gone  to  Burkesville  for  the  purpose  of 
cutting  off  his  supplies  up  the  Cumberland  Eiver.  The  force  left 
at  Columbia  is  small. 

I have  this  morning  employed  a good  man  as  a spy. 

I am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  HELM, 

Colonel^  Commanding  First  Regiment  Kentucl'y  Cavalry, 


[Headquarters  Western  Department,] 

Bou'ling  Green,  January  13,  18G2. 

Maj.  y.  K.  Stevenson, 

Quartermaster,  Wasliville : 

Erom  information  just  received  the  enemy  are  perhaps  advancing  on 
Burkesville.  Dofft  let  a steamboat  go  above  Gainesborough. 

AV.  AV.  AlACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Camp  Beauregard,  January  14, 18G2 — G a.  m. 
Maj.  George  Williamson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

My  scouts  have  reported  the  enemy  G,000  strong  at  Mayfield.  The 
locomotive  is  at  Fulton,  entirely  out  of  order.  My  transiiortation  is 
limited. 

E.  H.  BEEWEE, 

' Major,  Commanding, 


Fort  Henry,  January  14, 18G2 — (via  Danville). 

General  Polk: 

A messenger  reached  here  just  now  from  Paducah  with  information, 
from  a reliable  source,  that  a division  of  G0,()G0  men,  supported  by 
eleven  gunboats  and  thirty  mortar  boats,  carrying  not.  less  than  IGO 
guns,  will  move  up  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  Elvers  on  next  Thurs- 
day. I sent  copy  of  letter  by  mail. 

A.  HEIMANT, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Fort  Henry. 


Bowling  Green,  January  14,  18G2. 

General  Polk,  Columbus:  ■ 

Have  received  information  this  morning  that  great  preparations  are 
making  to  attack  Columbus.  All  the  gunboats  ordered  to  Cairo.  One 
of  General  Pollds  men  deserted,  and  now  at  Paducah.  Tliey  say  Pillow 
has  resigned,  and  that  the  bulk  of  your  force  has  left  for  this  ])lace. . 
Force  at  Paducah  ordered  to  be  readj-  to  move. 

AV.  AY.  MACKALI^ 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Abstract  from  weMij  report  of  the  Central  Army  of  Kentucky,  Major-General  Hardee,  com- 
manding, for  January  14,  1862. 


[Headquarters  Bowling  Green,  Ky.J 


Troops. 


Ist  (Hardee’s)  Division  - 
2d  (Bnckner’s)  Division 
3d  (Floyd’s)  Division  . . . 

Bowen’s  brigade 

Clark’s  brigade 

Lewis’  brigade 

Total 


Present  for  duty. 

" 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present  and 

absent. 

Infantry. 

Cavalry. 

Artillery. 

OfiBcera. 

Men. 

OflScers. 

Men. 

Ofiicers. 

1 

453 

. 5.887 

27 

321 

10 

216 

6, 914 

11,135 

467 

6,  990 

45 

477 

20 

325 

8,324 

12,  390 

94 

1,  536 

9 

152 

1,  791 

3 436 

203 

3,  210 

13 

219 

3!  645 

5’  229 

127 

1,  377 

33 

504 

6 

158 

2!  205 

3’,  712 

100 

1, 134  ’ 

1,334 

1,  692 

1,444 

20,134 

105 

1,  302 

58 

1,  070 

'24, 113 

37,592 

Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Western  Department, 

OolumhuSj  Ky.J  January  15,  18G2. 

Major-ijreneral  Lovell, Weit?  Orleans: 

Sir:  I am  in  receipt  of  your  letter- of  the  7th,  on  the  subject  of  the 
return  of  the  Third  Mississippi  Be^^iinent  Volunteers  and  the  Thirteenth 
Louisiana,  and  I regret  very  much  to  find  that  events  have  placed  both 
myself  and  you  in  a very  embarrassing  position  in  regard  to  them.  In 
your  letter  of  the  23d  of  November  you  exi>ressed  a wish  that  as  soon 
as  you  (I)  are  able  to  replace  these  regiments  by  others  you  will  re- 
turn them  in  jHirsuance  of  that  wish.  1 have  not  failed  to  attempt 
a compliance  with  that  request,  and  had  General  Johnston  not  felt 
himself  so  pressed  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  draw  on  me  for  re-enforce- 
ments (about  5,000),  I could  have  sent  these  regiments  to  you.  Hav- 
ing no  reason  to  believe  at  the  time  that  force  was  sent  forward  that  I 
should  be  called  on  very  soon,  perhaps  not  at  all,  for  these  regiments, 
I thought  it  proper  to  count  on  retaining  them,  at  least  until  I could 
get  relief  elsewhere  j therefore  I regret  to  say  I have  been  disai^pointed. 
My  force,  when  the  re-enforcement  was  sent  to  General  Johnston,  was 
reduced  to  a minimum,  and  it  has  not  since  been  increased.  The  enemy 
in  the  mean  time  is*  within  three  hours  of  my  position ; has  been  concen- 
trating a large  force  for  an  attack  upon  it,  and,  as  my  information  is,  has 
now  about  completed  his  plans  of  preparations  for  that  purpose.  To- 
day and  to-morrow  are  the  days  fixed  upon  for  that  attack.  I trust, 
therefore,  that  my  call  upon  the  Secretary  of  War  to  know  if  he  could 
not  relieve  you  by  sending  you  other  regiments  will  not  be  construed 
into  tlfe  least  indisi)osition  on  my  part  to  restore  them  to  your  com- 
mand, but  only  an  efibrt  through  the  proper  department  to  secfire  relief 
to  our  common  cause  all  around. 

Lhave  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  the  first  moment  I can  do  so  with 
safety  to  my  position  I will  send  this  force  to  you  with  ideasure. 

I remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  POLK, 

Major- Generalj  Commanding, 
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Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green^  Ky.,  January  15,  1862, 

Brigadier-General  Tilghman, 

Commanding  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson: 

General:  Your  letter  of  January  14  has  been  received.*  The  in* 
formation  is  most  important.  Tlie  general  desires  me  to  say  that  we 
now  require  vigilance  and  energy,  and  lie  is  satisfied  that  in  these  you 
will  not  fail.  He  hopes  to  stop  the  movement  for  some  time  on  this 
line,  and  that  Generals  Polk  and  Tilghman  will  delay  them  on  the  ^ 
others. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General,  . 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Bichmondj  January  16,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  Leonidas  Polk,  Columbus^  Ey,: 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  favors  of  5th,  6th,  and 
8th  instant,  the  last  offering  to  the  Department,  as  your  contribution 
to  its  trophies,  a flag  captured  at  the  glorious  battle  of  Belmont.  Please 
accept  my  most  grateful  thanks,  and  be  assured  that  it  occupies  already 
the  conspicuous  place  in  the  adornment  of  the  office  of  the  head  of  the 
Department  which  is  eminently  due  to  the  memories  associated  with  it. 

I now  revert  to  the  details  of  business  iiresented  in  your  letters. 

I.  1 would  take  great  tdeasure  in  acceding  to  the  request  of  Colonel 
Burch  in  relation  to  his  proposed  method  of  raising  a regiment  if  1 
had  the  i^ower  by  law.  My  views  entirely  coincide  with  yours  and  his, 
but  the  present  state  of  legislation  does  not  permit  me  to  yield  to  his- 
wishes.  I am  happy,  however,  to  say  that  a bill  is  now  iiending  in  Con- 
gress, and,  if  i)assed,  as  I hope,  I shall  be  able  to  do  what  Colonel  Burch 
desires. 

II.  I have,  as  requested  by  you,  ordered  the  promotion  of  Captain 
Pinnie  to  the  rank  of  quartermaster  of  brigade,  with  grade  of  major. 

III.  The  questions  presented  by  the  organization  of  the  Corps  of  Artil- 
lery in  Tennessee  are  complicated  and  embarassing,  owing  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  legislation  of  Congress  on  the  subject.  I have  brought  the 
matter  to  the  attention  of  that  body  in  my  report  at  the  commencement 
of  the  present  session,  and  am  told  that  in  a day  or  two  a law  will  be 
passed  authorizing  promotions  in  that  arm  of  the  service,  for  which  at 
present  there  seems  to  be  no  warrant.  I have  not  now  the  time  to  point 
out  the  difficulties  which  lie  in  the  way  of  adopting  the  course  suggested 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Haynes,  and  hope  that  by  the  passage  of  the  law 
just  referred  to  I may  be  able  to  do  all  that  he  desires.  I will  simply 
suggest,  as  the  first  of  all  difficulties,  that  there  is  no  law  authorizing 
or  recognizing  any  organization  of  artillery  in  the  Provisional  Army  or 
in  the  volunteer  forces  other  than  by  regiments  and  battalions. 

IV.  I shall  order  the  necessary  funds  forwarded  at  once  for  the  East- 
port. 

y.  The  whole  of  the  difSculties  in  the  Western  (Trans-Mississippi) 
Department  will  now,  I trust,  be  at  an  end,  as  General  Earl  Van  Dorn 
has  been  assigned  to  its  command,  and  is  now  on  his  way  to  report  to  Gen- 
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eral  A.  S.  Johnston.  This  renders  unnecessary  any  response  to  your 
comniunications  to  the  President  and  myself  relative  to  the  aid  required 
from  the  troops  now  in  Arkansas. 

I am,  yours,  very  resi^ectfully, 

J.  P.  BEN^JAMIN^, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond^  Pa.,  January  16,  1862. 
General  W.  C.  Whitthorne,  Nashville^  Tenn.: 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
8th  instant.  You  are  right  in  supposing  that  I was  not  aware  of  the 
facts  in  relation  to  the  regiment  of  Colonel  Gillespie  when  I ordered  it 
to  be  disbanded,  and  I am  gratified  that  you  retained  the  order  without 
execution  till  you  could  hear  from  me.  I thought  the  regiment  was  one 
raked  by  Colonel  Gillespie  and  tendered  directly  to  the  Confederate 
States,  and  my  orders  had  been  so  explicit  and  unconditional  that  he 
could  receive  no  unarmed  twelve -months^  men,  that  I at  once  directed 
it  to  be  disbanded.  If  I had  been  aware  that  it  was  raised  by  Gov- 
ernor Harris,  and  that  he  had  undertaken  to  arm  it  within  a reasonable 
time,  I should  certainly  have  been  satisfied  with  his  assurance,  and 
would  never  have  been  guilty  of  the  discourtesy  of  evincing  any  doubt 
of  his  intention  to  arm  the  regiment  by  requiring  that  the  arms  should 
be  given  in  advance.  Pray  present  this  apology  to  Governor  Harris, 
and  tell  him  that  if  he  knew  the  incessant  and  ingenious  attempts  to 
force  by  indirection  the  acceptance  of  twelve-months’  unarmed  men 
against  the  steady  refusal  of  the  Department,  he  would  not  be  surprised 
at  any  effort  to  repress  promptly  such  disingenuous  practices. 

I am,  respectfully, 

J.  P.  BEYJAMHST, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Port  Donelson,  January  16,  1862. 

Major  Williamson: 

The  following  telegram  received : 

Colonel  Quarles,  Commanding  at  Clarksville . 

Infoianation  has  just  reached  me,  from  a source  that  I consider  reliable,  that  the  en- 
emy at  Calhoun  intend  to  move  most  of  its  force  to  the  Ohio ; thence  by  boat  up  the 
Cumberland  to  Canton ; thence  on  you  at  Donelson,  and  General  Clark  at  Hopkins- 
ville. The  force  to  move  from  Calhoun  to  be  12,000  strong.  The  movement  to  be  made 
from  Calhoun  on  Saturday  next. 

This  information  is  from  a wealthy  gentleman  who  lives  near  Trenton,  Ky.,  and  who 
at  his  own  expense  keeps  up  a system  of  espionage  on  the  enemy  at  Calhoun.  He  sends  ' 
me  word  by  his  courier  that  he  is  in  communication  with  an  officer  of  high  rank  in  the 
enemy’s  camp  at  that  place.  ! 

POWHATAN  ELLIS,  Jr.,  j 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Fort  Donelson,  January  16,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Tilghman,  Fort  Henry : 

Dear  Sir  : All  orders  have  been  promptly  obeyed.  There  was  no 
delay  that  I am  advised  of  in  executing. order  in  regard  to  ammunition. 
All  things  are  ready.  I have  thrown  out  pickets  below  j have  had 
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tliem  stationed  so  as  to  give  us  tlie  earliest  possible  information.  I 
have  bad  the  whole  command  turned  out  and  put  to  cutting  timber  and 
preparing  rifle  pits,  so  as  to  protect  the  approaches.  Everything  will 
be  done  that  can  be  accomplished  by  energy  and  industry.  The  men 
are  cool  and  determined.  Most  of  the  sick  were  sent  off  yesterday. 
Eespectfullv,  yours,  &c., 

J.  M.  HEAD, 
Colonel j Commanding  Post, 


CoLumus,  Ky.,  January  17,  1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin: 

The  enemy  has  commenced  his  movement  on  Columbus.  I require 
strong  re-enforcements.  I will  send  the  Third  Mississippi  forward  so 
soon  as  the  relief  you  promised  shall  arrive. 

L.  POLK. 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green^  January  17,  1862 — 7 p.  m. 
General  Polk,  Columbus: 

General  Johnston  places  under  your  command  the  two  regiments  at 
Henderson  Station ; one  is  armed,  the  other  will  be  in  a few  days. 
They  will  probably  be  needed  at  Fort  Henry. 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Fort  Henry,  January  17,  1862 — 4 a.  m. 

Major  Williamson  : 

We  haye  four  gunboats,  one  transport,  and  I think  one  mortar  boat 
just  below  us.  I am  prepared  for  this  much.  Will  report  further. 

LLOYD  TILGHMAK, 

Brigadier- Genera  I, 


Fort  Henry,  January  17,  1862 — ^9.30  a.  m. 

Colonel  Williamson: 

Three  of  the  gunboats  have  opened  on  us  out  of  their  own  range.  I 
have  not  returned  the  Are,  but  proceed  with  my  preparations.  Men  very 
cool. 

TILGHMANT. 


Headquarters  Fort  Donelson, 

January  17,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  Lloyd  Tilghman  : 

Sir  : Eight  boxes  of  guns  arrived  here  yesterday  and  two  the  day 
before.  Seven  of  them  were  sent  down  to  the  fort  this  morning,  and 
Colonel  Head  has  been  informed  that  the  other  three  are  in  the  ord- 
nance ofiice.  Knapsacks,  haversacks,  and  canteens  also  arrived,  and  a 
great  proportion  of  them  distributed.  Upon  information  that  it  was 
wanted,  have  telegraphed  Captain  Wright  to  send  50  shell  for  the 
8-inch  howitzer  and  diflerent  ammunition  for  small-arms.  I also  tele- 
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graphed  Governor  Harris,  ashing  him,  if  possible,  to  send  two  unarmed 
(companies  to  assist  in  working  heavy  guns;  have  also  instructed  Major 
Jones  to  telegraph  for  tarpaulins  to  cover  ammunition.  No  indications 
of  approach  of  the  enemy  as  yet.  All  of  the  guns  mounted,  and  plenty 
of  ammunition  for  all,  with  the  exception  of  the  shells  alluded  to  above. 
Ten  days’  provisions  and  forage  will  be  sent  into  camp  to-morrow.  Cap- 
tain Dixon  and  Colonel  Head  both  report  that  every  preparation  to 
meet  an  attack  has  progressed  favorably  to-day.  The  military  board 
promised  Dr.  Maxwell  the  male  college  as  a hospital  for  our  sick,  but 
to-night  they  telegraph  that  Dr.  Lyles  insists  upon  taking  it  for  sick 
that  he  expected  from  Hopkinsville.  I have  telegraphed  the  facts  in 
the  case  to  Colonel  Mackall  and  asked  him  to  instruct  the  military 
board  what  to  do.  The  sick  left  here  this  morning  on  the  General  An- 
derson. I instructed  Major  Jones  to  telegraph  Major  Stevenson  for  the 
horses  and  mules  due  on  his  requisition  of  December  24  and  for  three 
ambulances  and  thirty  litters. 

Very  respectfully, 

POWHATAN  ELLIS,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Moscow,  January  17,  1862. 

Major-General  Polk: 

My  night  scouts  have  just  returned  from  Clinton  and  report  15,000 
of  the  enemy  at  Milburn,  and  they  are  waiting  for  others  to  come  up. 

T.  H.  LOGWOOD, 

• Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding, 


Camp  Desha,  Moscow^  January  17,  1862 — 6 p.  m. 
Major-General  Polk; 

The  bridge  on  Obion,  between  Clinton  and  Milburn,  was  destroyed  last 
night.  I took  my  command  to  that  point ; learned  the  enemy  had  left 
Milburn  going  east,  whether  to  Camp  Beauregard  or  to  Paducah  I could 
not  learn,  but  think  the  latter.  All  safe  here.  Other  scouts  will  report 
to  you  to-night. 

J.  H.  MILLER, 

Lieutenant- Colonel j Commanding  Post, 


Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  January  17,  1862. 
General  Clark,  HopTcinsville : 

Dispatches  for  you  sent  this  morning.  In  no  event  allow  the  enemy 
to  anticipate  you  at  Clarksville.  Make  arrangements  accordingly. 
Confidential. 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 

Major-General, 


Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin: 


Columbus,  Ky.,  January  17,  1862. 


I have  in  my  camp  a regiment  without  a gun.  I understand  that  a 
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quantity  of  the  arms  from  the  Gladiator  have  been  brought  in.  Will 
you  not  send  me  a sufficient  number  to  arm  this  regiment  ? 

L.  POLK. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Western  Department, 

Columbus,  January  17,  1862. 
W.  W.  Mackael,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

I write  for  the  informartion  of  the  general  to  say  that  the  enemy  is  in 
motion  to  attack  this  place,  as  I have  already  advised.  He  is  concen- 
trating a force  at  Milburn,  made  up  of  that  from  Paducah  and  a force 
from  Cairo,  and  my  scouts  bring  the  intelligence  that  it  is  now  15,000 
strong  and  awaiting  accessions.  A force  also  is  being  concentrated  on 
Mayfield  Creek  above,  to  compose  another  column. 

My  effective  force,  as  you  will  see  by  the  return  sent  you  yesterday, 
is  a fraction  less  than  13,000. 

The  plan  of  the  enemy,  from  information  received,  is  to  make  a demon- 
stration with  the  former  force,  and  draAv  out  so  much  of  my  command  as 
they  may  induce  to  leave  my  defenses,  then  to  drop  down  their  flotilla 
and  shell  the  post  heavily,  so  as  to  demoralize  it  as  much  as  possible ; 
then  to  make  an  assault  with  the  column  from  Mayfield  Creek.  Their 
whole  force  is  reported  to  be  40,000. 

In  view  of  the  paramount  importance  of  holding  this  position,  which 
is  the  key  to  the  whole  Mississippi  Valley,  it  has  appeared  to  me  that 
my  first  duty  was  to  make  everything  bend  to  the  accomplishment  of 
that  object.  This  will  require  me  to  take  no  risk  which  may  involve  its 
loss. 

To  comply  with  the  enemy’s  programme,  as  above  indicated,  wouhL 
in  my  judgment  be  to  take  that  risk.  In  view,  then,  of  the  smallness 
of  my  force,  I see  nothing  left  me  but  to  strengthen  my  position  and 
await  his  coming,  making  only  such  diversions  as  may  be  attempted 
with  safety,  throwing  the  responsibility  of  taking  care  of  such  force 
as  we  cannot  disjiose  of  on  the  War  Department  and  the  people  of  the 
States  around  us  generally. 

It  is  an  alternative  I should  gladly  have  avoided,  but  the  inadequacy 
of  the  force  at  my  disposal  leaves  me  none  other.  The  soundness  of 
this  position,  in  my  judgment,  cannot  be  disputed,  especially  as  I have 
provisions  enough  in  store  within  my  lines  to  last  a force  of  25,000  men 
one  hundred  and  twenty  days. 

I have  resolved,  therefore,  to  stand  a siege,  and  look  to  the  general 
for  such  aid  as  the  War  Department  and  the  country  may  afford  him 
for  relief.  We  will,  in  maintaining  our  position,  of  course  hope  that  the 
support  required  will  be  furnished  as  early  as  practicable. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  POLK, 

Major-General,  Commanding, 

P.  S. — These  views  are  submitted  as  the  result  of  my  reflections  on 
the  facts  as  now  presented.  * You  will  of  course  be  advised  from  day 
to  day. 


Bowling  Green,  January  18,  1862. 
Captain  Wright,  Ordnance,  Nashville : 

General  Tilghman  telegraphs  from  Fort  Henry  that  he  wants  ammu- 
nition, large  and  small.  He  gives  the  following  statement  of  his  arma- 
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tnent,  viz:  Nine  32s  and  one  rifled  24-pounder,  one  smooth-bore  24- 
pounder,  one  12-pounder,  one  lO-inch,  with  no  ammunition  and  no 
loading  fixtures. 

If  you  have  requisitions  of  General  Tilghman  fill  them  ; if  yon  have 
none,  see  from  the  above  statement  and  your  books  what  is  necessary 
and  send  it.  Answer. 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Nashville,  January  18,  1862. 

Col.  W.  W.  Mackall: 

Complete  set  of  implements  went  with  10-inch  columbiad  to  Henry 
and  100  rounds  ammunition  for  same  sent  two  days  ago.  They  have 
there  782  rounds  complete  for  32-pounders;  274  12-pounder,  fixed;  300 
for  6-pounder,  fixed ; 100  rounds  for  24-pounder  rifled  gun ; 150,000  small- 
arm  ammunition,  besides  lead,  powder,  and  caps.  At  Donelson  904 
rounds  complete  for  32-pouuder;  165  12-pounder;  100  10-inch  columbiad ; 
250  12-pounder  howitzer;  190  6-pounder;  72,000  small-arm;  besides 
lead,  powder,  and  cajDS. 

M.  H.  WEIGHT, 

Captain^  Artillery.,  Ordnance  Officer. 


Bowlind  Green,  January  18,  1862. 
Col.  W.  E.  Smith,  Tuscumbia^  Ala.  : 

CoLONEi. : Fort  Henry,  on  the  Tennessee  Elver,  is  attacked.  Gen- 
eral Johnston  directs  you  to  move  all  the  efficient  men  of  your  regiment 
by  railway  to  the  crossing  of  the  Tennessee  and  thence  to  Fort  Henry. 
Answer. 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  First  Eeghment  Kentucky  Cavalry, 

Camp  at  Skegg^s  Creek.,  January  18,  1862.  i 
Brigadier- General  Buckner, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Bowling  Green:  , 

General  : I am  satisfied  that  the  enemy  are  concentrating  a large  i 
force  to  attack  General  Zollicofier.  From  the  best  information  I can  * 
get  not  less  than  fifteen  regiments  have  passed  through  Columbia.  ^ 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Woodward  will  hand  you  this  dispatch ; he  went 
in  command  of  a scouting  party  within  15  miles  of  Columbia,  and  can  ^ 
give  you  information  about  the  movements  of  the  enemy  on  General  ’ 
Zollicoffer.  ■ 

I fear  that  the  enemy  do  not  intend  to. attack  the  army  at  Bowling 
Green,  but  will  quietly  send  forces  in  the  direction  of  General  Zolli- 
coffer, both  above  and  below  him,  on  the  Cumberland  Eiver,  and  by 
that  means  get  a large  force  into  East  Tennessee.  I do  not  know  theM 
strength  of  General  ZollicoffeFs  division,  and  I fear  the  enemy  are  mov-ili. 
ing  on  him  in  such  numbers  as  to  overwhelm  him.  It  seems  to  me  that 54 
if  we  permit  the  enemy  to  get  into  East  Tennessee  it  will  be  a serious* 
blow  to  our  cause. 
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I understand  that  Major  £[ays  is  ordered  |:o  draw  money  to  pay  the 
soldiers  of  your  division  from  the  1st  of  November.  Two  companies  of 
my  regiment  have  pay  due  them  from  the  1st  of  October  and  several 
from  the  5th  of  October.  Can  you  not  alter  the  order  so  that  Major 
Hays  will  pay  my  regiment  from  the  1st  of  October  ^ 

I am,  trulv,  yoiirs, 

B.  H.  HELM, 

Colonel^  Commanding  First  Regiment  Kentuclcy  Cavalry. 


BowlinGt  Green,  Ky.,  January  19,  18G2. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I desire  the  Government,  if  it  be  possible,  to  send  a strong  force  to 
Nashville  and  another  to  Memiihis.  The  movements  of  the  enemy  in- 
dicate his  intention  to  turn  General  Polk-s  right  by  the  Memphis  and 
Ohio  Eailroad.  Their  preparations  to  attack  General  Polk  in  front  and 
on  his  flank  seem  to  be  of  immense  magnitude.  Since  my  last  rej^ort 
the  enemy  have  established  themselves  on  my  right  at  Burkesville, 
about  40  miles  below  General  Zollicofler,  on  the  Cumberland.  This 
Burkesville  force  is  estimated  from  2,500  to  3,000. 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 
General,  C.  S.  Army. 


. Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green,  January  19,  1862. 

J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond  : 

Sir:  On  the  17th  Fort  Henry,  on  Tennessee,  was  attacked  by  three 
gunboats,  accompanied  by  transports.  .They  did  not  apiiroach  near 
enough  for  their  shot  to  reach ; our  batteries,  though  ready,  did  not 
reply.  They  have  certainly  landed  troops  and  wagons  from  their  trans- 
ports a few  miles  below  the  fort,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river. 

Eeports  from  Paris  last  night  report  a mixed  column  of  6,000  men  8 
miles  west  of  Murray,  marching  on  Fort  Henry,  and  a column  of  2,000 
marching  on  Murray  from  a point  on  the  Tennessee  north  and  east  of 
Murray. 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 
General,  G.  S.  Army. 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green,  January  19,  1862. 

Major-General  Polk,  Columbus : 

General  : Did  you  receive  my  letters  of  December  10  ? General 
Johnston  wishes  to  know. 

The  enemy  are  advanced  near  Murray ; Paris  their  probable  destina- 
tion. The  general  calls  your  attention  to  the  suggestions  made  in  that 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjuta7it-  General. 
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Camp  Kewbern, 

Greene  County^  Alabama^  January  19,  1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  Since  addressing  yon  a few  days  ago  I have  been  credibly 
informed  that  another  company  of  Union  men  are  secretly  organizing, 
and  have  elected  their  officers,  in  adjoining  county  to  the  one  where  the 
300  are  encamped  1 wrote  you  about,  which  it  is  supposed  are  intended 
to  act  in  concert  wdth  them.  They  are  avowed  Union  men,  and  have 
never  declared  what  their  intentions  were.  The  superintendent  of  the 
military  institution  at  Tuscaloosa  is  inclined  to  believe  their  intentions 
are  to  secure  the  prisoners  at  Tuscaloosa.  I have  the  promise  of  one 
field  piece  and  can  get  another  and  half  the  State  Cadets,  if  necessary, 
to  disperse  them,  if  it  is  your  order  to  do  so.  I am  having  their  move- 
ments closely  watched,  and  will  keep  you  advised  of  them  if  yon  think 
it  necessary.  I am  satisfied  something  serious  is  intended  from  all  I 
can  gather.  The  Governor  does  not  feel  authorized  to  issue  orders  to 
me,  as  we  are  intended  for  the  Confederacy,  but  is  willing  for  half  the 
Cadiets  to  act  with  me.  I would  be  pleased  to  have  an  order  to  co-op- 
erate with  any  other  troops  that  might  be  ordered  there. 

I am  having  the  shot-gun  and  country  rifle  altered  so  as  to  carry  the 
Minie  ball  with  as  much  precision  and  efiect  as  the  true  Miuie  rifle, 
and  a few  w ill  excel  it  in  accuracy  and  range.  I am  succeeding  very 
well  with  my  battalion ; have  good  quarters,  and  getting  them  pretty 
w ell  drilled.  I am  trying  to  induce  them  to  re-enlist  for  the  war,  and 
think  I will  succeed  after  a wiiile.  Be  glad  you  would  send  me  author- 
ity under  your  hand  to  receive  them  for  the  war.  I am  giving  all  my 
attention  to  these  matters. 

Youi's,  with  great  respect, 

EOBT.  P.  BLOUNT, 
Commanding  Battalion. 

P.  S. — The  officers  are  getting  anxious  about  their  commissions.  I 
have  accepted  and  mustered  the  three  companies  I sent  you  according 
to  the  law  in  your  circular.  The  other  companies  have  not  the  legal 
number  to  be  mustered  yet. 


Columbus,  Ky.,  [January]  19,  1862 — 4 p.  m. 

General  Tilohman: 

Your  dispatch  of  18th,  11  p.  m.,  received.  Am  informed  column  [of] 
4,000  infantry,  600  cavalry,  and  two  batteries  of  artillery  were  mov- 
ing from  Parniington  towards  Murray.  Have  sent  1,000  cavalry  to  at- 
tack their  column  in  rear  and  to  harass  them  j will  send  also  two  regi- 
ments infantry  from  the  rear  [as]  soon  as  they  can  be  put  in  motion. 
Keep  me  advised. 

L.  POLK. 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green,  January  20,  1862. 

Major-General  Hardee, 

Commandmg  Central  Army  of  Kentucky : 

General:  I am  instmcted  by  General  Johnston  to  say  you  will 
detach  from  the  corps  at  this  place  a body  of  8,000  men  (due  propor- 
tions of  the  three  arms),  consisting  of  General  Floyd’s  brigade  and  so 
much  of  Buckner’s  as  will  bring  the  number  up  to  8,000. 
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This  command  will  proceed  to  Eussellville,  the  infantry  and  its  bag- 
gage by  rail  and  the  artillery  guns,  the  cavalry  and  artillery  horses 
marching  together. 

General  Floyd  will  receive  all  information  you  have  in  relation  to 
the  enemy  on  Green  Kiver ; be  instructed  to  protect  our  line  from  this 
point  by  rail  to  Clarksville. 

He  must  judge  from  after  information  whether  he  shall  march  straight 
upon  the  enemy,  now  reported  at  South  Carrollton,  or  wait  for  further 
developments  of  his  intentions. 

It  is  sufQcient  to  say  he  must  get  the  best  information  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  southward  from  the  river,  and  beat  them  at  the 
earliest  possible  opportunity. 

Eespectfully,  &c., 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 

Cam;p  Beauregard^  January  21,  1862 — 7 o’clock. 
Major-General  Polk, 

Commanding  G.  S.  Army,  Western  Department : 

General  : The  accompanying  dispatches  * you  will  read  with  pain- 
ful interest.  My  command  is  mostly  in ; but  few  of  our  wagons  have 
arrived.  We  are  now  here  for  the  winter,  as  the  roads  are  almost  impas- 
sable. Our  arrangements  should  be  made  accordingly.  Can  nothing, 
general,  be  done  to  stop  the  invader?  It  will  be  a dark  day  when  the 
soil  of  Tennessee  is  polluted  by  his  footstep.  O,  for  a brigade  now 
here  to  fall  upon  him!  My  command  is  distressingly  small,  as  our  late 
scouting  and  moving  through  sleet,  snow,  and  ice  has  sickened  men 
and  crippled  unshod  horses. 

I will  do  what  I can  to  harass  and  cripple  the  enemy.  Cannot  two 
good  regiments  of  infantry  be  called  from  below  somewhere  and  placed 
here  under  a practical,  judicious  brigade  officer?  With  them  and  the 
advantage  of  the  roads  and  season  (which  is  equal  to  two  regiments) 
we  can  stop  the  ruthless  invader.  You  must  devise,  and  subordinates 
execute.  I will  keep  you  constantly  advised  of  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  and  will  try  to  do  my  duty. 

Yours,  most  respectfully, 

J.  H.  MILLEE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding  Post. 

P.  S. — I have  no  pen,  ink,  or  envelopes.  Please  send  the  post-boy. 


Clarksville,  January  21,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee,  Bowling  Green: 

My  Dear.  Sir:  Our  forts  are  still  in  an  unfinished  condition,  and 
will  remain  so,  unless  the  2,000  men  who  are  now  here  are  ordered  to 
work  on  them  immediately^;  if  necessary,  night  and  day.  As  yet  no 
work  has  been  done  by  the  soldiers,  and  if  half  we  hear  is  true  we 
have  no  time  to  lose.  There  is  a great  deal  of  work  done  on  the  forts, 
but  they  are  unfinished,  and  in  the  present  condition  do  no  earthly 
good,  and  are  no  more  effective  for  defense  than  if  they  were  in  their 
original  condition  before  a spade  of  dirt  was  removed.  More  energy 
must  be  infused  into  the  work  of  preparation  here  for  defense,  or  we 


Not  found. 
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will  be  unprepared,  if  the  enemy  should  pass  Fort  Donelson  and  march 
around  it.  We  hear  the  enemy  are  in  force  6,000  strong  at  Murray,  about 
25  miles  north  of  Paris.  We  don’t  know  the  truth  of  this  report,  but 
the  people  of  Paris  are  in  a great  state  of  excitement  about  it.  They 
believe  the  report  to  be  true. 

I understand  the  authorities  here  have  again  sent  out  over  the 
country  to  collect  in  the  negroes  to  finish  these  forts.  This  will  neces- 
sarily produce  delay,  though  none  could  be  finished  before  the  negro 
force  can  be  assembled  if  the  soldiers  were  detailed  for  the  work.  Last 
night  twelve  companies  arrived  here  from  Nashville,  and  we  have  now 
here  two  regiments,  one  under  Colonel  Quarles,  and  the  other  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Voorhies. 

I need  not  apologize  for  my  urgency,  for  I cannot  and  ought  not,  in 
the  position  I occupy,  to  stand  still  in  such  a moment  as  this. 

Ever  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

GUS.  A.  HENEY. 

[Indorsement.] 

Engineer’s  Ofeice, 

• January  25,  1862. 

T have  just  received  a telegraphic  report  from  Mr.  Edward  B.  Sayer, 
assistant  engineer  at  Clarksville,  in  which  he  says  “work  progress- 
ing very  well  now;  200  slaves  and  50  soldiers  at  work;  24-pounders 
mounted ; one  12-pounder  also  mounted.” 

I have  directed  him  to  mount  the  32s  in  the  water  battery  at  mouth 
of  Eed  Eiver. 

[J.  F.  GILMER,] 

Major j and  Chief  Engineer  Western  Department, 


Headquarters, 

Knoxville^  Tenn.j  January  21,  1862. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General^  Richmond^  Va. : 

Sir  : The  troops  under  my  command  are  now  stationed  as  follows: 

Of  the  Georgia  Third  Battalion,  one  company  is  at  Union,  where  the 
bridge  over  the  Holston  Eiver  is  being  rebuilt;  one  company  guarding 
the  bridge  at  Carter’s  Station;  one  company  at  Elizabethton,  the 
county  seat  of  Carter  County;  and  four  comiianies,  much  reduced  by 
sickness,  are  at  Greeneville. 

The  North  Carolina  Twenty-ninth,  Colonel  Yance,  are  distributed 
thus:  One  company  at  Midway;  one  at  Lick  Creek  Bridge;  one  at 
Morristown;  one  at  Strawberry  Plains;  one  at  Flat  Creek;  two  at 
Loudon;  one  at  Charleston,  Tenn.,  and  two  at  Chattanooga. 

Outwardly  the  country  remains  sufficiently  quiet,  but  it  is  filled  with 
Union  men,  who  continue  to  talk  sedition,  and  who  are  evidently  wait- 
ing only  for  a safe  opportunity  to  act  out  their  rebellious  sentiments. 
If  such  men  are  arrested  by  the  military,  the  Confederate  and  State 
courts  take  them  by  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  they  are  released  under 
bond  to  keep  the  peace ; all  which  is  satisfactory  in  a theoretical  point 
of  Adew,  but  practically  fatal  to  the  influence  of  military  authority  and 
to  the  peace  of  the  country.  It  seems  not  unlikely  that  every  prisoner 
now  in  our  hands  might  or  will  be  thus  released  by  the  Confederate 
court,  even  after  being  condemned  by  court-martial  to  be  held  as  pris- 
oners of  war. 

It  is  reported  to-day  that  several  fragmentary  companies  recruiting 
in  different  counties  ostensibly  for  the  service  of  the  Confederate  SLites 
have  suddenly  disappeared;  gone  to  Kentucky. 
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It  is  confidently  hoped  that  the  bridge  over  the  Holston  at  Union 
will  be  completed  in  the  current  month. 

V ery  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  LEADBETTER, 
Colonel j Commanding. 


Extract  from  weeTchj  report  of  troops  stationed  at  Forts  Donelson  and  Henry  (Fourth  Division, 
Western,  Department),  under  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Lloyd  Tilghman,  C.  S.  Army. 

* * * * . * * * 
EECAPITULATIOX. 


Present  for 
duty. 

4^ 

P 

<x> 

CO 

Station. 

Officers. 

Men. 

^ <3^ 

fcC 

bXi 

Remarks. 

Fort  Henry 

102 

2,  037 

2, 188 

Last  week’s  report ; re-enforced  hy  Colonel  Stacker’s 
regiment— say  600  men. 

Add  Colonel  Stacker  .. 

38 

461 

847 

Last  week’s  report. 

Fort  Donelson 

89 

1, 103 

2, 175 

Present  report. 

Grand  total 

229 

3,  601 

5,  210 

Fort  Donelson,  January  21, 1862. 


POWHATAN  ELLIS,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Maj.  George  Williamson: 

Sir  : General  Tilghman  is  absent  at  Fort  Henry.  General  Bushrod 
R.  Johnson  is  in  command  of  this  post.  This  morning,  after  the  above 
report  was  made  out.  Lieutenant  Clayton,  who  reported  here  this  morn- 
ing, was  sent  over  to  Fort  Henry  with  a 12-pounder  brass  howitzer  and 
a detachment  of  15  men  from  Captain  Maney^s  light  battery.  Thirteen 
guns  were  fired  on  the  Tennessee  River  this  afternoon,  supposed  to  be 
at  or  near  Fort  Henry. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

POWHATAl!!  ELLIS,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Abstract  from  iveeldy  return  of  the  command  at  Cumberland  Gap,  commanded  by  Col. 
. James  E.  Bains,  for  January  21,  1802. 


Troops. 


4th  Tennessee  Infantry,  Colonel  Churchwell 

nth  Tennessee  Infantry,  Colonel  Pains 

Mileham’s  independent  company  infantry 

3d  East  Tennessee  Battalion  Cavalry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brazelton 

Burroughs’  artillery  company 

Engineer  Corps 

Grand  total 


Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Officers. 

Men. 

25 

496 

756 

29 
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875 

4 

79 

83 

12 
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2 

54 

72 

2 

2 

4 

74 

1,523 

2, 073 
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Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green^  Ky.^  January  22,  1862. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector- General : 

Sir  : 1 have  ordered  Major-General  Hardee  to  detach  8,000  troops,  of 
infantry,  artillery,  and  cavalry,  to  Eiissellville,  and  the  movement  is 
now  going  on.  The  infantry  and  artillery,  with  baggage,  camp  equi- 
page, subsistence,  &c.,  by  railroad.  The  wagon  train  unloaded  and 
artillery  horses,  guarded  by  the  cavalry,  will  move  on  the  common  road. 

The  enemy  have  moved  from  Calhoun  and  Eumsey,  on  Green  Eiver, 
to  South  Carrollton,  and  General  Smith,  commanding  enemy’s  forces  on 
the  Tennessee,  turned  yesterday  from  Murray  towards  Pine  Bluff,  on 
Tennessee  Eiver,  10  miles  below  Fort  Henry. 

General  Polk  had  ordered  a movement  of  1,000  cavalry  and  two  regi- 
ments of  infantry  towards  the  rear  of  the  enemy.  The  l)adness  of  the 
roads  on  the  route  to  Paris  and  the  movement  on  his  rear  has  made 
him  relinquish  his  march  to  the  railroad  at  Paris,  which  it  is  presumed 
he  desired  to  cut  before  investing  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson. 

The  roads  can  only  be  traveled  over  with  great  difficulty  in  most 
localities  on  account  of  the  great  quantity  of  rain  which  has  fallen,  but 
should  the  ground  freeze,  the  force  which  is  going  to  Eussellville  will 
seize  the  first  favorable  opportunity  to  attack  the  enemy  at  South  Car- 
rollton, unless  a movement  in  force  up  the  Cumberland  should  make  it 
necessary  to  go  to  the  support  of  Clarksville.  At  Eussellville,  28  miles 
hence,  they  will  be  in  a position  to  act  effectively  in  either  direction. 

I will  send  to  Tilghman  at  Fort  Henry  two  regiments  of  volunteers 
from  Henderson  Station,  15  miles  from  Jackson,  Tenn.  (on  the  route 
from  Humboldt  to  Corinth),  so  soon  as  they  receive  their  arms,  wEich 
are  now  ready  for  them  at  Jackson. 

If  the  Burnside  expedition  goes  elsewhere  than  Eew  Orleans  or  on 
the  coast  of  that  region,  trooi)S  may  temporarily  be  spared  from  NTew 
Orleans.  General  Lovell  and  the  Governor,  I understand  in  that  event, 
would  be  willing  to  send  them.  I hear  of  no  movement  of  the  enemy 
on  my  front  here. 

I have  just  received  a telegram  from  General  Hindman,  commanding 
the  advance  from  this  position,  announcing  the  defeat  and  death  of 
General  Zollicoffer  at  Webb’s  Cross-Eoads,  on  the  road  from  his  posi- 
tion to  Columbia.  I inclose  a copy  of  the  telegram.  If  my  right  is 
thus  broken  as  stated.  East  Tennessee  is  open  to  invasion,  or  if  the 
plan  of  the  enemy  be  a combined'  movement  upon  Eashville,  it  is  in 
jeopardy,  unless  a force  can  be  placed  to  oppose  a movement  from 
Burkesville  (100. miles  from  Eashville)  towards  E^ashville.  Movements 
on  my  left,  threatening  Forts  Henry,  Donelson,  and  Clarksville,  have,  I 
do  not  doubt,  for  their  ultimate  object  the  occupation  of  Nashville.  I 
have  already  detached  8,000  men  to  make  Clarksville  secure  and  drive 
the  enemy  back,  with  the  aid  of  the  force  at  Clarksvffle  and  Hopkins- 
ville. But  to  make  another  large  detachment  towards  my  right  would 
leave  this  place  untenable.  The  road  through  this  place  is  indispen- 
sable to  the  enemy  to  enable  them  to  advance  with  their  main  body. 
They  must  have  river  or  railroad  means  of  transportation  to  invade 
with  a large  force.  While  it  is  of  vital  importance  to  keep  back  the 
main  body,  it  is  palpable  this  great  object  cannot  be  accomplished  if 
detachments  can  turn  my  position  and  attack  and  occupy  Nashville 
and  the  interior  of  the  State,  which  it  is  the  special  object  to  defend. 

A reserve  at  Nashville  seems  now  absolutely  necessary  to  enable  me 
to  maintain  this  position.  A successful  movement  of  the  enemy  on  my 
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right  would  carry  with  it  all  the  consequences  which  could  be  expected 
by  the  enemy  here  if  they  could  break  through  my  defenses.  If  I had 
the  forces  to  prevent  a flank  movement  they  would  be  compelled  [to] 
attack  this  position,  which  we  doubt  not  can  make  a successful  defense. 

If  force  cannot  be  spared  from  other  army  corps  the  country  must 
now  be  roused  to  make  the  greatest  effort  that  they  will  be  called  upon 
to  make  during  the  contest.  ISio  matter  what  the  sacrifice  may  be,  it 
must  be  made,  and  without  loss  of  time.  Our  people  do  not  compre- 
hend the  magnitude  of  the  danger  that  threatens.  Let  it  be  impressed 
upon  them. 

The  enemy  will  probably  undertake  no  active  operations  in  Missouri, 
and  may  be  content  to  hold  our  force  fast  in  their  position  on  the  Po- 
tomac for  the  remainder  of  the  winter;  but  to  suppose  with  the  facil- 
ities of  movement  by  water  which  the  well-filled  rivers  of  the  Ohio, 
Cumberland,  and  Tennessee  give  for  active  operations,  that  they  will 
suspend  them  in  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  during  the  winter  months  is 
a delusion. 

All  the  resources  of  the  Confederacy  are  now  needed  for  the  defense 
of  Tennessee. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  JOHKSTOK, 
General^  C.  S.  Army, 

[Inclosure.] 

j-A.  Sidney  Johnston,  Geyieral^  G,  8.  Army:] 

Louisville  Democrat  of  21st  instant,  just  brought  down  by  Captain 
Morgan,  from  EowletCs,  contains  account  of  fight  between  Zollicoffer 
and  Thomas  and  Zollicoffer’s  defeat  and  death.  It  says : 

Zollicoffer,  learning  from  Ms  spies  that  Thomas  was  marching  down  from  Columbia 
with  between  5,000  and  6,000  men,  determined  to  take  him  by  surprise,  and,  attacking 
him  with  a superior  force,  cut  him  off  before  re-enforcements  reached  him.  Taking 
10,000  men,  he  marched  out  of  his  intrenchments  and  at  6 o’clock  Sunday  morning' 
commenced  the  fight.  Battle  raged  hotly  and  furiously  until  about  noon,  when  the 
rebel  forces  were  put  to  fiight  in  disorder,  leaving  200  Mlled  and  wounded  on  the  field. 
Among  the  killed  was  Bailie  Peyton,  jr.,  on  Zollicoffer’s  staff,  and  among  the  wounded, 
who  shortly  afterwards  died,  was  Zollicoffer  himself,  found  in  a wagon.  The  loss  of 
Federal  side  estimated  at  70  killed  and  wounded — probably  more.  Rebel  force  fied  to 
their  intrenchments,  and  Thomas  waited  until  Monday  morning  to  attack  and  capture 
or  cut  them  to  pieces,  but  rebels  had  crossed  the  Cumberland  during  the  night,  leaving 
everything  behind  them,  without  even  destroying  anything. 

The  fight  is  reported  as  having  occurred  at  Webb’s  Cross-Eoads. 
The  first  news  received  at  Louisville  was  by  dispatch  from  General 
Thomas  himself.  The  number  of  the  enemy  engaged  is  not  stated,  but 
among  the  others  were  the  Mnth  Ohio,  Tenth  Indiana,  and  Nineteenth 
Eegulars.  Will  send  you  paper  by  train  this  evening. 

T.  0.  HINDMAN. 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green ^ January  22,  [1862]. 

Governor  Harris,  Wasliinlle: 

General  Tilghman  telegraphs  that  enemy  is  marching  from  Murray 
to  Pine  Bluff  at  2 p.  m.  yesterday.  Bad  roads  and  Polk’s  movements 
upon  his  rear,  with  1,000  cavalry  and  some  regiments  infantry,  have 
changed  enemy’s  course.  Arm  the  two  regiments  at  Henderson  Sta- 
tion. Lieutenant  Wright  will  furnish  ammunition  and  powder-horns, 
if  he  has  them.  They  will  receive  orders  as  soon  as  I am  notified  that 
this  is  done. 


A.  S.  JOHNSTON. 
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Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Western  Department, 

Columbus^  Ky.^  January  22,  1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond^  Ya.  : 

Sir  : The  movement  in  regard  to  the  re-enlistment  of  troops  for  the 
war  is  one  which  must  impress  us  all  with  its  paramount  importance, 
and  I have  already  taken  measures  to  inaugurate  that  movement  in 
this  division. 

The  attention  of  my  army  is  now  being  fixed  in  this  direction,  and  I 
earnestly  hope  that  no  impediment  will  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the 
way  of  its  successful  consummation.  As  the  tide  of  patriotic  feeling 
rises  it  should  be  promptly  met  by  the  Government.  There  is  but  one 
way  in  which  tliis  can  be  done.  In  the  very  incipiency  of  this  move- 
ment I should  be  placed  in  possession  of  a sufficient  amount  of  funds 
with  which  to  discharge  the  bounty  claims  of  those  re-enlisting.  Tliis 
rising  feeling  should  not  be  permitted  to  cool,  and  I beg  leave  respect- 
fully to  ask  that  I be  immediately  so  pecuniarily  placed  as  to  enable 
me  to  secure  for  the  war  the  services  of  those  who  are  now  ready  to 
re-enlist,  as  well  as  those  who  are  daily  manifesting  a desire  to  do  so. 

You  will  from  your  knowledge  of  the  strength  of  the  force  at  mj 
command  judge  of  the  amount  that  should  be  remitted. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  POLK, 

, Major- General,  Commanding.  ' 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Western  Department, 

Columbus,  Ky.,  January  22,  1862. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Pettus: 

Governor:  I am  in  receipt  of  your  dispatch  promising  me  such 
support  as  you  can  affcprd.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the 
South,  the  whole  South,  should  put  forth  its  strength  at  this  juncture 
in  Kentucky.  A strong,  bold,  and  determined  effort  now  will  go  far 
towards  settling  our  future  for  us.  I have  developed  my  views  to 
General  Alcorn  very  fully,  and  beg  to  refer  you  to  him  for  them.  We 
have  the  men  to  do  the  work  demanded,  but  I am  profoundly  impressed 
with  the  fact  that  our  people  are  not  alive  to  the  critical  condition  of 
things  before  us  and  around  us.  We  should  have,  and  must  have,  an 
additional  force  of  at  least  30,000  men  to  put  the  Kentucky  frontier  in 
a condition  of  effectual  defense.  If  we  can  have  this  aid  shortly  we 
can  settle  this  war,  and  I hope  we  who  are  bearing  the  burden  of  the 
common  defense  will  be  sustained  by  our  countrymen  in  the  States 
around  us. 

Eeferring  you  to  General  Alcorn  for  the  details  of  my  views,  I have 
the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  POLK, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green,  January  23,  1862. 

Major-General  Lovell,  lYew  Orleans : 

I am  out  of  lead.  Crittenden  defeated  and  falling  back.  Send  a 
supply  by  passenger  train  to  Captain  Wright,  Kashville,  if  possible. 

A.  S.  JOHKSTOK, 

General, 


Chap.  XVIL]  COKRESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE.  847 

Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Western  Department, 

ColumhuSj  January  24,  1862. 
W.  W.  Mackall,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I have  kept  you  advised  by  telegraph  of  the  condition  of  things  and 
the  course  of  events  here  since  the  enemy  made  his  late  demonstra- 
tion. 

What  the  particular  object  of  it  was  has  not  clearly  transpired. 
That  it  was  intended  to  make  a demonstration  on  Tennessee  Eiver 
seems  the  only  thing  which  has  been  made  plain.  I am  advised  also 
that  General  Grant,  who  was  with  the  column  above  Mayfield  Greek, 
stated  that  they  (his  column)  returned  because  the  support  he  exi)ected 
from  Saint  Louis  was  prevented  from  reaching  him  by  the  ice. 

I have  been  constantly  advised  of  the  position  and  movements  of 
the  enemy  and  the  condition  of  his  troops.  General  Smith  moved 
from  Paducah  to  Mayfield  Avith  a column  of  infantry,  artillery,  and 
cavalry,  in  all  about  5,000 ; thence  to  Murray,  Avhere  he  turned  part  of 
his  force  towards  Tennessee  Eiver.  My  last  information  is  (up  to  yes- 
terday) that  the  rest  of  his  force  was  moving  ‘‘west,’^  which  means,  I 
suppose,  towards  Mayfield. 

I have  ordered  Crain’s  field  battery  and  Gee’s  Arkansas  regiment 
from  Memphis  to  Tennessee  Eiver  Bridge;  also  Lea’s  regiment  from 
Henderson  Station;  also  Browder’s,  from  the  same  station  to  the 
same  point,  so  soon  as  armed.  I also  ordered  about  1,000  cavalry  to 
moA^e  ui)on  his  flank.  These  are  of  my  irnmediate, command.  I am 
perfectly  satisfied  that  to  do  the  work  before  us  as  it  should  be  done 
we  ought  to  have  an  additional  force  between  this  and  the  Tennessee 
EiA^er  of  at  least  40,000  men,  and  the  sooner  Ave  get  this  force  and  get 
it  in  position  the  better ; and  now  is  the  time  to  make  the  preparation 
necessary.  Let  it  not  be  postponed  until  we  shall  have  them  to  deal 
with,  but  do  it  beforehand. 

I hope  the  measures  necessary  to  prepare  this  force  may  be  inaugu- 
rated as  early  as  possible.  We  have  the  men  and  the  resources,  and 
they  should  be  employed. 

I am  continuing  to  strengthen  the  defenses  of  this  post. 

I remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  POLK, 

Major- General j Commanding. 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green ^ January  24,  1862. 

Captain  M.  H.  Wright, 

Ordnance^  C.  S.  Army^  Nashville: 

Sir  : You  will  send  to  General  Crittenden,  by  the  Cumberland  Eiver, 
for  Monsarrat’s  battery,  composed  of  three  6-pounders  smooth  bore 
and  one  8-pounder  rifled  cannon,  a supply  of  spherical  case  for  6s  and 
shell  for  the  rifled  gun.  I understand  there  is  no  deficiency  excei)t  in 
these  particulars. 

There  will  be  also  needed  a full  supply  of  ammunition  for  4,000  mus- 
kets— about  2,500  Harper’s  Ferry  percussion  and  1,500  flint-lock,  old 
pattern,  and  perhaps  some  small  supply  for  shot-guns. 

With,  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  JOHKSTOK, 

General^  C.  8,  Army, 
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Abstract  from  weeTcly  report,  January  25,1862,  of  troops  at  Columbus,  Ky.,  Major-General 

Polk,  commanding. 


Troops. 


1st  Division 

2d  Division 

3d  Division 

General  Stewart’s  command 
Captain  Wood’s  company... 

Total. 


Officers.  3 
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bJC 
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4,  034 

4,  303 

5,  675 

283 

4,  456 

4,  739 

6,  OOi 

209 

3,241 

3,  450 

4,718 

136 

1,  446 

1,  582 

2,  448 

4 

54 

58 

76 

901 

13,  231 

14, 132 

18,  919 

Headquarters, 
Knoxville.,  January  26,  1862. 

General  S.  Cooper. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Ya.: 

Sir  : It  is  tlionglit  here  that  the  fugitives  from  General  Orittenclen^s 
army  may  not  exceed  a thousand  total.  The  general  is  understood  to 
liave  fallen  back  on  Livingston,  and  thence  to  be  in  communication  with 
Kashville,  through  Gainesborough  and  the  river.  In  this  case  we  can 
readily  restore  to  him,  via  i^^ashville,  some  200  fugitives  already  arrived 
at  this  place.  If  re-enforc’ed  there  by  General  Floyd,  as  rumored,  he 
will  effectually  threaten  the  enemy’s  flank,  and  if  in  sufficient  force,  will 
doubtless  prevent  an  advance  on  Knoxville ; but  the  people  here  are 
anxious  lest  the  two  regiments  of  East  Tennessee  known  to  be  with  the 
enemy  should  enter  the  northern  counties  of  Scott,  Campbell,  &c.,  all 
disloyal,  raise  those  counties  in  more  open  rebellion,  destroy  the  bridges, 
and  inaugurate  a civil  war.  Those  regiments,  broken  up  into  com- 
panies, might  move  from  Somerset  without  commissariat,  and  through 
the  mountain  paths,  as  they  always  have  done  in  the  opposite  direction. 
The  moment  they  get  into  the  State  they  are  surrounded  by  friends,  and 
the  railroad  line  and  the  Government  packing  establishments  are  en- 
dangered. 

We  have  on  the  line  of  the  road  a regiment  and  a battalion,  four  or 
five  companies  of  which  might  possibly  be  spared  for  field  service.  At 
Knoxville  is  Gillespie’s  regiment,  not  well  armed,  and  scarcely  more  than 
sufficient  to  guard  the  Government  establishments.  Two  battalions  are 
also  here  unarmed,  unorganized,  and  not  fusible  into  a regiment. 

Just  before  the  defeat  of  General  Crittenden’s  army  I had  dispatched 
all  the  cavalry  available,  some  400,  to  Scott  County,  under  orders  to 
destroy  the  rebels  in  arms  there,  and  they  had  only  reached  Mont- 
gomery when  the  fugitives  of  the  army  were  met.  I have  directed  them 
to  rei)ort  for  orders  to  General  Crittenden,  and,  if  not  needed  by  him, 
to  carry  out  their  original  instructions. 

The  Department  is  well  aware  of  my  opinion  as  to  the  political  con- 
dition of  East  Tennessee.  Only  a little  aid  and  comfort  are  needed  to 
place  it  in  open  hostility  to  the  Government. 

If  troops  can  by  possibility  be  spared,  two  or  three  additional  regiments 
should  be  held  disposable  here,  or  be  so  jflaced  as  to  hold  the  northern 
counties  in  check. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  LEADBETTER, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 
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Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green^  January  27,  1862. 

Colonel  Gorgas,  Chief  of  Ordnance^  Richmond^  Ya. : 

Wanted  at  once  for  Fort  Henry,  Tennessee  Elver,  two  lO-inch  colum- 
biads,  with  carriages,  chassis,  and  implements  complete. 

For  defense  of  Nashville,  as  soon  as  practicable:  Three  field  batteries, 
of  Anderson’s  guns,  if  possible ; twenty-five  12-pounders,  siege  carriages ; 
twenty  18-pounders,  siege  carriages ; twenty  24-pounders,  siege  carriages  j 
six  columbiads,  10-inch  or  8-inch,  and  six  32-x:>ounder  guns,  with  barbette 
carriages,  chassis,  and  implements  complete  for  all. 

For  defense  of  Clarksville,  Tenn. : Two  columbiads,  10  or  8 inch,  and 
two  32-pounders,  with  barbette  carriages,  and  all  complete ; one  field 
battery,  six  12-pounders,  six  18-pounders,  and  four  24-pounders,  with 
siege  carriages,  complete  j a field  battery  of  Anderson  guns  to  fill  the 
place  of  those  lost  by  General  Crittenden. 

Can  you  supply  carriages  for  the  eight  24-pounder  carronades  sent 
to  Nashville  and  for  the  five  42-pounders  sent  to  Clarksville,  Tenn.  ? 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Knoxville,  Tenn.,  January  27, 1862. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States  of  America : 

Sir  : The  Army  of  the  Cumberland  is  utterly  routed  and  demoralized. 
The  result  is  regarded  with  the  prof©undest  solicitude.  Confidence  is 
gone  in  the  ranks  and  among  the  people.  It  must  be  restored.  I am 
confident  it  cannot  be  done  under  Generals  Crittenden  and  Carroll. 
There  is  now  no  impediment  whatever  but  bad  roads,  and  natural  ob- 
stacles to  prevent  the  enemy  from  entering  East  Tennessee  and  destroy- 
ing the  railroads  and  putting  East  Tennessee  in  a flame  of  revolution. 

Nothing  but  the  apiiointment  to  the  command  of  a brave,  skillful, 
and  able  general,  who  has  the  popular  confidence,  will  restore  tone  and 
discipline  to  the  army,  and  confidence  to  the  people.  I do  not  propose 
to  inquire  whether  the  loss  of  public  confidence  in  Generals  Crittenden 
and  Carroll  is  ill  or  well  founded.  It  is  sufficient  that  all  is  lost. 

General  Humphrey  Marshall,  General  Floyd,  General  Pillow,  Gen- 
eral Smith,  or  General  Loring  would  restore  tone  to  the  army  and  rein- 
spire the  public  confidence.  I must  think,  as  everybody  else  does,  that 
there  has  been  a great  mistake  made.  Every  movement  is  important. 
Can  not  you,  Mr.  President,  right  the  wrong  by  the  immediate  presence 
of  a new  and  able  man  1 


Yours,  truly. 


LANDON  C.  HAYNES. 


Nashville,  January  27,  1862. 

J.  D.  C.  Atkins,  Member  Congress  : 

Crittenden  can  never  rally  trooi)s  [in]  East  Tennessee.  Some  other 
general  must  be  sent  there.  Federals  advanced  from  Murray  on  Fort 
Henry.  Before  reaching  Henry  they  retreated  back  to  Paducah.  All 
safe  in  that  country. 

ISHAM  G.  HAERIS. 
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Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Western  Department, 

Columbus^  Ky.^  January  28,  1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War^  Richmond^  Va.  : 

I send  to  you  Mr.  N.  E.  Jennings,  of  tliis  army,  for  tlie  purpose  of 
placing  before  you  certain  facts  with  regard  to  the  condition  of  the 
defenses  of  that  part  of  our  frontier  with  wliich  I am  charged. 

Since  I have  been  in  command  I have  not  ceased  to  press  upon  the 
State  and  Confederate  Government  the  inadequacy  of  the  force  at  my 
disposal  for  the  service  assigned  me.  These  repeated  representations 
have  been  met  by  occasional  spasmodic  efforts,  which  have  fallen  far 
short  of  our  necessities.  I have  made  use  of  the  force  at  my  command 
in  placing  this  post  in  a condition  of  strong  defense,  by  that  means 
endeavoring  to  compensate  for  the  want  of  numbers,  but  strong  as  it 
confessedly  is,  it  will  require  troops  to  hold  it,  and  these  troops  must 
be  in  numbers  proportionate  to  the  force  to  be  brought  against  it.  The 
enemy  regard  it  as  the  main  obstacle  to  their  reduction  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Valley,  and  are  making  preparations  for  that  purpose  proportion- 
ate to  the  importance  of  that  object.  We  must  have  more  force  to  en- 
able us  to  hold  it,  and  more  force  to  enable  us  to  take  care  of  our  flanks. 
I have  fully  discussed  our  wants  with  Mr.  N.  E.  Jennings,  who  is  per- 
fectly master  of  the  whole  subject,  and  to  whom  I beg  leave  respectfully 
to  refer  you  for  particulars. 

Whatever  is  done  must  be  done  quickly  and  must  be  done  effectually. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  POLK. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond^  Ya.^  January  30,  1862. 


General  A.  Sidney^  Johnston, 

Bou'Ung  Green,  Ky. : 

Sir  : Some  painful  rumors  have  reached  the  Department  attributing 
the  disaster  to  our  arms  at  Somerset  to  the  intemx^erance  of  General 
Crittenden,  the  commander  of  the  army. 

The  President  can  scarcely  believe  these  rumors  to  be  well  founded; 
but  we  are  at  too  great  a distance  to  inquire  into  facts.  Many  letters 
are  also  received  here,  by  members  of  Congress  and  others,  represent- 
ing that  the  army  under  General  Crittenden  and  the  people  of  East 
Tennessee  have  lost  confidence  in  him,  and  that  the  morale  of  the  army 
will  be  utterly  destroyed  by  his  remaining  in  command. 

All  such  rumors  are  frequent  in  case  of  disaster,  and  for  the  most 
part  unjust  and  unfounded  ; but  the  public  service  requires  that  they 
should  at  all  times  be  sufficiently  investigated  to  ascertain  what  foun- 
dation exists  for  them.  I have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  in- 
stitute such  inquiry  into  the  facts  and  into  the  condition  of  that  part 
of  your  command  as  may  suffice  to  guide  your  own  judgment ; and,  if 
the  necessity  exists,  that  you  assign  some  other  general  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  under  General  Crittenden,  relieving  him  from  his 
])resent  duties  and  making  such  further  orders  in  relation  to  him  as  in 
your  judgment  shall  seem  advisable  for  the  good  of  the  service. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BEKJAMIK, 


Secretary  of  W ar. 
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Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Western  Department, 

ColumhuSy  Ky.j  January  31,  1862. 
His  Excellency  Gov.  Isiiam  G.  Harris  : 

I send  to  you  and  to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee  General  Cheatham, 
for  the  purpose  of  placing  before  you  cei’tain  facts  with  regard  to  the 
condition  of  defenses  of  that  part  of  the  frontier  with  which  I am 
charged.  Since  I have  been  in  command  I have  not  ceased  to  press 
upon  the  State  and  Confederate  Governments  the  insufficiency  of  the 
force  at  my  disposal  for  the  service  assigned  me.  These  repeated  repre- 
sentations have  been  met  by  occasional  spasmodic  efforts,  which  have 
fallen  far  short  of  our  necessities. 

I have  made  use  of  the  force  at  my  command  in  placing  this  post  in 
a condition  of  strong  defense,  thereby  endeavoring  to  compensate  for 
the  lack  of  numbers.  But  strong  as  it  confessedly  is,  it  will  require 
trooi)S  to  hold  it,  and  these  troops  must  be  in  numbers  proportionate  to 
the  force  to  be  brought  against  it.  The  enemy  regard  it  as  the  main 
obstacle  to  their  reduction  of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  and  are  making 
preparations  commensurate  with  the  importance  of  that  object.  There 
need  not  be  any  undue  solicitude  in  regard  to  the  ultimate  result.  I 
regard  this  position  in  the  condition  of  defense  in  which  it  has  been 
placed  as  well-nigh  impregnable,  but  we  need  a strong  supporting  force 
to  take  care  of  our  center  as  it  should  be  cared  for,  and  to  protect  our 
flanks.  It  is  entirely  within  the  power  of  the  General  Government 
and  of  the  States  immediately  interested  to  supply  this  force,  and  in 
numbers  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  defy  effectually  every  assault.  I have 
fully  discussed  our  wants  with  General  Cheatham,  who  is  perfectly 
master  of  the  whole  subject,  and  to  whom  I beg  leave  to  refer  you. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  POLK, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Executive  Office,  Jacicson,  Miss.,  Jan.  31,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  Sidney  Johnston,  Bowling  Green: 

Sir:  I have  to-day,  in  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  approved 
on  the  29th  instant,  issued  my  proclamation,  calling  for  10,000  volun- 
teers to  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years.  I trust  that  it  will  be  promijtly 
responded  to.  The  act  authorizes  me  to  designate  the  times  and  places 
of  rendezvous  within  the  limits  of  the  State. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  account  between  the  State  of  Mississippi 
and  the  Confederate  Government  remains  unadjusted,  and  that  other 
resources  have  been  exhausted,  1 am  without  the  means  of  subsisting 
the  troops  which  may  respond  to  my  proclamation. 

I desire  to  know  immediately  whether  you  will  not  furnish  provisions 
from  the  time  they  arrive  at  the  places  of  rendezvous,  of  the  designa- 
tion of  which  you  will  be  hereafter  informed. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  J.  PETTUS. 


Bowling  Green,  January  31,  1862. 
Captain  Monsarrat,  Knoxville : 

Use  every  effort  to  bring  together  the  stragglers  from  General  Crit- 
tenden’s command,  officers  and  men.  Send  them  to  Nashville  to  rej^ort 
to  Captain  Lindsay  for  orders. 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  Central  Army  of  Kentucky,  Maj.  Gen.  William  J.  Hardee,  com- 
manding, for  January,  1862. 


[Headquarters  Bowling  Green,  Ky.] 
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•Another  return  of  these  forces  for  the  same  period  gives  an  “Aggregate  present  ” of  30,781. 


Organization  of  the  Central  Army  of  Kentucky,  Maj.  Gen.  William  J.  Hardee,  command- 
ing, January  31,  1862. 

First  Division. 

Maj.  Gen.  William  J.  Hardee. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  T.  C.  Hindman. 

1st  Arkansas. 

2d  Arkansas. 

6tli  Arkansas. 

1st  Arkansas  Cavalry,  battalion. 
Kentucky  cavalry  (Morgan’s). 
8tli  Texas  Cavalry. 

Swett’s  battery. 

Second  Brigade. 


Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  M.  Wood. 

7tli  Alabama. 

5tb  Arkansas. 

7th  Arkansas. 

8th  Arkansas. 

9th  Arkansas,  battalion. 

3d  Mississippi,  battalion. 
44th  Tennessee. 

Not  Brigaded. 


Col.  P.  R.  Cleburne,  15th  Arkansas. 

15th  Arkansas. 

6th  Mississippi. 

23d  Tennessee. 

24th  Tennessee. 

35th  Tennessee, 


Arkansas  battalion,  artillery. 
Ist  Mississippi  Cavalry. 


Second  Division. 

Brig.  Gen.  Simon  B,  Buckner. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  C.  Breckinridge. 

2d  Kentucky. 

3d  Kentucky. 

4th  Kentucky. 

5th  Kentucky. 

6th  Kentucky. 

2d  Tennessee  Cavalry,  battalion. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  W.  E.  Baldwin,  14th  Mississippi. 

14th  Mississippi. 

26th  Mississippi. 

26th  Tennessee. 

41st  Tennessee. 
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Third  Brigade, 


Not  Brigaded, 


Col.  J.  C.  Brown,  3d  Tennessee. 
3d  Tennessee. 

IStli  Tennessee. 

32d  Tennessee. 


1st  Kentucky  Cavalry. 
1st  Louisiana  Cavalry. 


Floyd’s  Division. 


20tli  Mississippi. 
36th  Virginia. 
50th  Virginia. 


Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd. 

51st  Virginia. 

56th  Virginia. 

Guy’s  (Virginia)  battery, 

Bowen’s  Brigade. 


9th  Arkansas. 
10th  Arkansas. 
22d  Mississippi. 
25th  Mississippi. 

1st  Missouri. 

27  th  Tennessee. 


Col.  John  S.  Bowen,  1st  Missouri. 

Eldridge’s  battery. 
' Hart’s  battery. 

Hudson’s  battery. 
Lyon’s  battery. 
Miller’s  battery. 


Clark’s  Brigade, 

Brig.  Gen.  Charles  Clark. 


8th  Kentucky. 

1st  Mississippi. 

3d  Mississippi. 

42d  Tennessee. 

7Hi  Texas. 

Tennessee  cavalry  (Forrest’s). 


8th  Tennessee  Cavalry,  battalion. 
Huey’s  cavalry  (one  company). 
Wilcox’s  cavalry  (one  company). 
Williams’  cavalry  (one  company). 
Green’s  (Tennessee)  battery. 
Maury’s  battery. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  First  Division,  Western  Department,  Maj,  Gen,  Leonidas  Polk, 
commanding,  for  January,  1862. 

[Headquarters  Columbus,  Ky.J 


. Troops. 

Present  for  duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Infantry. 

Cavalry. 

Artillery. 

2 

© 

© 

53 

O 

i 

CO 

s 

m 

o 

g 

© 

© 

5S 

C 

o 

1st  Division 

215 

288 

159 

87 

205 

3,  329 
4, 193 
2,  .526 

1,  035 

2,  560 

7 

21 

19 

30 

6 

73 

354 

358 

429 

90 

*4, 267 

6, 167 

4,  262 
2,  225 
5, 140 

4,797 
6,  813 
4,  667 
2,  429 
6,  077 

2d  Division 

3d  Division 

Columbus  garrison 

2 

13 

70 

234 

Miscellaneous  t 

Total! 

72 

1,048 

954 

13,  643 

87  1,352 

83  1,304 

22,  061 

24,  783 

•'Including  General  Polk’s  staff 

1 At  Camp  Beauregard,  Fort  f’illow.  Island  No.  10,  M<*8cow,  New  Madrid.  Paris,  and  Trenton. 

I A return  of  the  troops  of  the  Western  Department,  commanded  by  Major-General  Polk,  for  the 
same  period,  gives  the  following  “recapitulation:” 


Stations. 


Columbus 

Fort  Pillow  . 
Island  No  10. 

Trenton 

New  Madrid. 
Paris 


Effective  total. 


Infantry. 

Artillery. 

Cavalry. 

12,061 
1, 064 
207 

1, 260 

307 

458 

1, 036 

120 

1,  093 

14,  826 

1,380 

1,  400 

Total 
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Organization  of  the  First  Division,  Western  Department,  commanded  hy  Maj.  Gen.  Leoni- 
das Polk,  C.  S.  Army,  January, 


First  Division. 

2d  Tennessee. 

12th  Tennessee. 

13th  Tennessee. 

15th  Tennessee. 

21st  Tennessee. 

22d  Tennessee. 

Jackson’s  battery. 

Second  Division. 

13th  Arkansas. 

7th  Kentucky. 

13th  Louisiana. 

Mississippi  regiment  (Blythe’s). 

— 6th  Tennessee. 

— 9th  Tennessee. 

33d  Tennessee. 

154th  (senior)  Tennessee. 
Montgomery’s  cavalry. 

Polk’s  battery. 

Rucker’s  artille^  company. 

Smith’s  battery. 

Stanford’s  battery. 

Williams’  battery. 

Third  Division. 

5th  Louisiana  battalion. 

11th  Louisiana. 

12th  Louisiana. 

4th  Tennessee. 

31st  Tennessee. 

Haywood’s  cavalry  (one  company). 
Hudson’s  squadron. 

Neely’s  company  (cavalry). 
Baukhead’s  battalion  light  artillery. 
Stewart’s  battery. 

Johnson’s  siege  battery. 


Stewart’s  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  P.  Stewart,  commanding. 

4th  Arkansas,  battalion. 

5th  Tennessee. 

West  Tennessee  battalion. 

Heavy  artillery. 

Stewart’s  artillery  comjjany. 

Upton’s  artillery  company. 

Fort  Pillow. 

1st  Alabama,  Mississij)j)i,  and  Tennessee. 
40th  Tennessee. 

Island  No.  10. 

46th  Tennessee. 

Trenton,  Tenn. 

47th  Tennessee. 

New  Madrid. 

11th  Arkansas. 

12th  Arkansas. 

Paris,  Tenn. 

Brewer’s  battalion  (cavalry). 

King’s  Kentucky  battalion  (cavalry). 

1st  Mississippi  Battalion  (cavalry). 
Captain  Stock’s  company  (cavalry). 

6th  Tennessee  Battalion  (cavalry). 


* Commanders  of  divisions  not  given  on  the  return.  The  First,  Second,  and  Third 
Divisions  and  Stewart’s  brigade  were  stationed  at  Columbus,  Ky. 
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Abstract  from  weekly  report  of  the  Fourth  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  Lloyd  Tilghman,  command- 

ing,  for  January  31,  1862. 


. 

Stations. 

Present  for 
i duty. 

Aggregate  pres- 

ent and  absent.  | 
1 

Officers. 

Men. 

Uort  Henry 

188 

161 

2,  845 

1,  795 

3,  959 
3,  506 

Fort  Donelson ... ..................................................... 

Total 

349 

4,  640 

7,  465 

Division  Headquarters, 
Gainesborough,  Tenn.,  February  1,  1862. 

General  A.  Sidney  Johnston, 

Cominanding  Department  of  the  West: 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I am  unable  as  yet  to  make 
out  and  transmit  to  you  my  detailed  report  of  the  engagement  on  the 
19th  of  January.  This  delay  is  owing  to  the  delay  of  the  officers  of  the 
command  in  sending  up  their  reports. 

I would  suggest  that  this  command  be  re-enforced  by  several  well- 
drilled  regiments  at  an  early  day. 

Inclosed  I send  you  a sketch  of  the  section  of  the  country.*  You 
will  see  that  this  position  of  Gainesborough  can  be  turned  by  the  enemy, 
and  in  many  respects  it  is  an  unfavorable  point.  I cannot  occupy  Liv- 
ingston or  any  point  on  the  road  from  Livingston  to  the  Walton  road 
for  want  of  transportation  to  carry  supplies  to  the  camp  from  the  river. 

I submit  to  you,  then,  the  propriety  of  occuiiying  Chestnut  Mound. 
To  that  point  supplies  can  be  easily  hauled  from  river  landings,  and  it 
is  connected  with  Nashville,  and  also  with  Carthage,  by  a turnpike. 
Supplies  of  corn  are  abundant  on  Caney  Fork,  and  could  be  brought 
down  to  a landing  on  the  turnpike  near  to  Chestnut  Mound. 

I feel  some  embarrassment  with  regard  to  the  course  to  be  pursued 
towards  those  privates  absent  without  leave  from  this  command.  The 
non-commissioned  officers  absent  without  leave  I shall  reduce  to  the 
ranks,  and  I will  have  the  officers  so  absent  proceeded  against  with 
the  utmost  rigor. 

Captain  Morgan,  a volunteer  aide  on  my  staff*,  bears  this  to  you.  He 
also  bears  an  order  from  me,  for  publication  in  the  journals  of  Nashville 
and  Knoxville,  commanding  all  absent  from  this  command  without 
leave  to  report  themselves  at  these  headquarters  immediately. 

Being  fully  aware  of  the  charges  which  have  been  made  against  me 
by  fugitives  from  this  command  I have  demanded  a court  of  inquiry, 
and  feel  satisfied  that  an  investigation  will  establish  the  facts  that  the 
battle  of  Fishing  Creek  and  the  subsequent  movement  were  military 
necessities,  for  which  I am  not  responsible.  I feel  assured  that  I shall 
have  no  difficulty  in  defending  my  conduct  throughout  these  aff'airs. 

I remain,  yours,  &c., 

G.  B.  CEITTENDEN, 
Major-General^  Commanding, 


Not  found. 
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Brigadier-General  Hindman  : 


February  2,  1862. 


I have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  31st  ultimo  I 
proceeded,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  to  a point  on  Green  River  known 
as  Camp  Lynn,  which  is  6 miles  above  the  Burned  Bridge,  where  the 
Glasgow  and  Louisville  turnpike  crosses  Green  River. 

I reached  Camp  Lynn  at  7 o’clock  p.  m.  on  the  evening  of  the  31st, 
and  the  next  morning  commenced  the  work  of  felling  trees  and  con- 
structing the  raft. 

When  I endeavored  to  procure  assistance  from  the  people  in  the 
vicinity  I found  that  they  had  taken  the  alarm,  and  that  most  of  them 
(whites  and  negroes)  liad  concealed  themselves. 

The  river  during  the  previous  night  had  fallen  so  mueh  'that  the 
islands  were  beginning  to  appear,  and  the  drift  which  had  been  run- 
ning was  lodging  upon  them  and  upon  the  banks.  Fearing,  therefore, 
that  during  the  time  which  would  elapse  while  a raft  of' sufficient 
breadth  to  lodge,  as  was  desired,  was  building,  the  water  would  become 
too  low  to  float  it  the  required  distance,  1 turned  the  timber  loose  into 
tlie  stream. 

I left  the  neighborhood  at  2 o’clock  p.  m.  February  1,  and  proceeded 
to  the  Burned  Bridge,  where  I had  learned  that  Federal  pickets  were 
stationed. 


Having  gotten  within  a short  distance  of  the  southern  bank  of  the 
river  I discovered  6 or  8 men  in  blue  uniforms  standing  upon  and  near 
the  abutment  on  the  farther  side.  When  fired  upon  they  retreated  in 
considerable  confusion,  but  shortlj^  rallied  and  commenced  a spirited 
fire  in  return;  the’eflect  of  which  myself  and  party  under  my  charge 
did  not  remain  to  observe  after  hearing  the  rattling  of  the  artillery, 
which  was  hurried  towards  the  bridge  immediately  upon  the  commence- 
ment of  the  firing. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant  I went  by  the  Burkesville  and 
AVoodsonville  road  towards  the  latter  place.  When  within  a mile  and 
a quarter  of  Woodsonville  some  soldiers  (either  pickets  or  stragglers 
visiting  the  houses  of  the  neighborhood)  discovered  us  and  ran  towards 
camp.  After  moving  cautiously  along  the  road  for  perhaps  a mile 
farther  I came  in  sight  of  2 cavalry  pickets ; in  a few  minutes  they 
were  joined  by  8 or  10  footmen  and  about  the  same  number  made  their 
appearance  in  the  wood  upon  each  side.  Thinking  it  impossible  to 
avoid  these  men  and  get  closer  to  the  camp  I ordered  the  party  I 
commanded  to  fire  upon  them,  and  drew  several  shots  from  them  in 
return. 

I returned  to  camp  through  Horse  Cave,  and  could  discern  no  Fed- 
erals  in  that  vicinity. 

Very  respectfully, 

B.  W.  DUKE, 

Lieutenant^  Commanding  Detail, 


[February  2, 1862. — ^Requisitions  made  by  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment for  eleven  ^^war  regiments”  from  Alabama,  twelve  from  Georgia, 
seven  from  Mississippi,  and  thirty-two  from  Tennessee.*] 


Requisition  will  be  found  in  Series  IV,  Vol.  I. 
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War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond^  Fa.,  February  3,  1862. 

G.  W.  Johnson, 

Governor  of  Kentucky , BoivUng  Green^  Ky. : 

Sir:  Congress  has  recently  passed  a law  entitled  ^‘An  act  to 
authorize  the  President  to  call  upon  the  several  States  for  troops, 
to  serve  for  three  years  or  during  the  war.”  In  accordance  with  its 
provisions  1 have  been  instructed  by  the  President  to  make  a call  on 
the  several  States  for  a number  of  men,  to  be  enlisted  for  the  w^ai-, 
sufiicient  to  fill  up  a quota  equal  to  6 per  cent,  of  the  entire  white 
poi)ulation. 

Under  these  instructions  the  number  of  troops  required  from  your 
state  would  be  about  46,000  men,  or  about  fifty-eight  regiments,  aver- 
aging 800  men  each.  Under  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  Ken- 
tucky is  placed  and  the  difficulties  which  embarrass  her  authorities 
I cannot  hope  that  you  will  be  able  at  present  to  meet  this  call, 
which  it  is,  however,  my  duty  to  make.  I therefore  respectfully  call 
upon  Your  Excellency  to  have  raised  and  mustered  into  the  Confed- 
erate service  the  above-named  number  of  regiments  or  as  many  thereof 
as  may  be  jiossible  for  you  to  obtain. 

These  regiments,  as  formed,  will  be  mustered  into  the  Confederate  serA^- 
ice,  and  Avill  report,  as  fast  as  mustered,  to  General  A.  S.  Johnston,  at 
his  headquarters.  They  will  be  clothed,  subsisted,  and  armed  at  the 
expense  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  each  man  will  be  entitled,  when 
his  company  is  mustered  into  service,  to  receive  a bounty  of  $50  and 
transportation  from  his  home  to  the  place  of  rendezvous. 

It  is  earnestly  hoiied  that  Your  Excellency  will  spare  no  pains  to 
have  your  troops  ready  for  the  field  as  promptly  as  possible.  They 
will  be  joined  by  large  re-enforcements  from  your  sister  States,  and  it  is 
confidently  believed  that  but  a short  period  will  elapse  ere  the  soil  of 
Kentucky  will  be  freed  from  the  oppression  of  the  invader,  and  your 
whole  people  will  be  enabled  to  unite  in  a common  effort  for  securing 
the  blessings  of  peace  and  independence. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serA^ant, 

J.  P.  BEKJAMIK, 

Secretary  of  War. 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  First  Div.,  West.  Dept., 

No.  17.  f ColurabuSy  Ky.,  February  3,  1862. 

I.  Colonel  Wieklifte,  SeA^enth  Kegiment  Kentucky  Volunteers,  is 
hereby  relieved  from  duty  as  military  governor  of  the  tow  n of  Colum- 
bus, and  Avill  report,  with  his  regiment,  to  Colonel  Stex)hens,  command- 
ing Second  Brigade  of  the  Second  Division. 

II.  Lieut.  Col.  M.  J.  Wright,  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fourth 
Senior  Eegiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  is  hereby  apiiointed  military 
governor  of  Columbus,  and  he  will  be  obeyed  accordingly. 

III.  Lieut.  Col.  M.  J.  Wright  is  hereby  a ested  wuth  the  i^oAver  to 
adopt  such  rules  and  regulations  as  he  may  deem  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  the  good  order  of  Columbus  as  a military  post,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  major-general  commanding,  and  on  making  i)ub- 
lic  these  rules  and  regulations  they  must  be  obeyed  and  enforced. 

IV.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wright  will  adopt  such  measures  as  he  may 
deem  necessary  to  prevent  the  egress  and  ingress  of  citizens  and  other 
persons  not  belonging  to  the  army  at  this  post  and  will  issue  orders 
accordingly. 


858  OPERATIONS  IN  KY.,  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  S.  W.  VA.  [Chap.  XVII. 

Y.  The  commaDding  officer  of  the  Second  Division  will  furnish  the 
military  governor  with  such  details  for  guard  duty  as  he  may  require. 
Other  details  that  may  become  necessary  will  be  made  from  these  head- 
quarters on  the  application  of  the  military  governor. 

VI.  Daily  reports  will  be  made  to  general  headquarters  by  the  mili- 
tary governor,  giving  a list  of  arrests  and  prisoners,  together  with 
such  remarks  as  may  show  the  condition  of  the  police  of  the  town. 

YII.  All  steamboats  arriving  at  Columbus,  before  discharging  their 
freights  or  permitting  any  of  their  passengers  to  land,  shall  furnish  the 
military  governor  with  a list  of  passengers  for  this  post  and  with  their 
manifests.  All  steamboat  captains  will  be  held  to  a strict  accounta- 
bility for  any  infraction  of  this  order. 

YlII.  N^o  citizens  or  soldiers  belonging  to  other  armies  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  leave  Columbus  without  a passport  from  the  military  gov- 
ernor, and  all  persons  not  belonging  to  this  army,  on  their  arrival  at 
Columbus,  shall  register  their  names  and  places  of  residence  at  the  office 
of  the  military  governor,  and  obtain  from  him  a permission  to  remain 
in  town. 

IX.  Capt.  W.  J.  Whitsitt,  of  Company  A,  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
fourth  Senior  Kegiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  is  hereby  appointed 
provost-marshal  of  this  post,  and  will  immediately  report  for  duty  and 
instructions  to  Lieut.  Col.  M.  J.  Wright. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Polk  : 

E.  X.  SNOWDEX, 

Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fort  Henry,  February  4,  1862 — 5 p.  m. 

(Eeceived  Columbus,  February  5,  1862.) 

General  Polk  : 

The  enemy  is  landing  troops  in  large  forces  on  this  side  of  the  river, 
within  3 miles  of  the  fort.  Their  advance  cavalry  is  at  Boyd’s,  3 miles 
from  liere. 

I have  sent  the  Dunbar  to  the  mouth  of  Sandy  after  the  two  regi- 
ments there  and  the  Appleton  Belle  is  gone  to  the  bridge  after  the 
remaining  companies.  There  are  eight  gunboats  and  nine  transports 
in  the  river.  I have  three  pieces  of  light  battery  and  two  companies 
in  a good  position  at  the  outer  works  on  the  Dover  road,  with  direc- 
tions to  move  one  of  the  pieces,  if  necessary,  to  Major  Garvin’s  position. 
Tliey  are  not  landing  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  it  will  perhaps  be  pru- 
dent to  bring  some  of  the  troops  over  here,  but  I will  await  your  orders, 
or,  what  1 would  more  desire,  your  presence.  Come  not  without  a large 
escort.  I have  sent  Milton  company  to  meet  you,  should  you  come  this 
evening.  ' 

Above  dispatch  received  from  A.  Heiman. 

TILGHMAX. 


Fort  Henry,  February  5,  1862 — 11  a.  m. 

(Eeceived  February  6.) 

Colonel  Mack  ALL : 

If  you  can  re-enforce  strongly  and  quickly  we  have  a glorious  chance 
to  overwhelm  the  enemy.  Move  by  Clarksville  to  Donelson  and  across, 
and  to  Danville,  where  transports  will  be  ready. 

Enemy  said  to  be  entrenching  below. 

My  plans  are  to  concentrate  closely  in  and  under  Henry. 

TILGHMAX. 
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Fort  Henry,  February  6 — 12  m. 

General  Polk: 

Your  dispatches  of  5th  instant  to  hand.*  Thank  you  for  cavalry, 
hut  had  rather  have  disciplined  infantry.  I must  have  two  regiments, 
thoroughly  armed  and  equipped,  from  you.  Enemy  strong  3 miles  be- 
low, fortifying.  They  were  re-enforced  yesterday.  Scouting  parties 
engaged  enemy’s  pickets  yesterday  and  our  cavalry  retired  j lost  one 
man.  I re-enforced,  and  enemy  retired. 

Don’t  trust  to  Johnston’s  re-enforcing  me  j we  need  all.  I don’t  want 
raw  troops  who  are  just  organized;  they  are  in  my  way.  Act  promptly, 
and  don’t  trust  to  any  one. 

TILGHMAhT. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Division,  C.  A.  Kentucky, 

Russellville^  Ky.^  February  G,  1862. 

Captain  Derrick, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir  : In  accordance  with  the  order  received  this  morning.  Captain 
Porter’s  battery  has  been  selected  to  report  to  General  Pillow.  It  is 
my  duty,  however,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  commanding  general  to 
the  following  facts: 

My  division  consists  of  three  large  brigades,  one  of  which,  with  a 
battery  attached  (except  one  large  regiment  which  is  with  me),  is  in 
advance  of  Bowling  Green.  Another  battery  has  been  detached  to 
serve  in  the  fortifications  at  Bowling  Green. 

I have  with  me  at  this  place  two  brigades  of  infantry  and  a large 
regiment  of  another  brigade — in  all  eight  regiments,  or  more  than 
5,000  infantry.  The  absence  of  Porter’s  battery  will  leave  one  brigade 
without  a battery,  there  being  only  two  batteries  with  me,  including 
Porter’s,  while  I understand  there  are  three  or  four  batteries  attached 
to  the  division  of  General  Floyd  at  this  place,  constituting  only  about 
half  the  strength  of  the  infantry  of  mj^  division  now  here.  1 therefore 
respectfully  request  that  the  detail  of  Captain  Porter’s  battery  be 
replaced  by  a detail  of  one  of  the  batteries  of  the  other  division. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  BUCKNER, 

Brigadier- General^  Commanding  Second  Division, 


Clarksville,  February  6,  18G2, 
(Received  Bowling  Green,  February  G,  1862.) 
Capt.  W.  D.  Pickett: 

I have  gone  around  and  examined  the  works  in  front  of  this  place. 
None  of  them  are  completed. 

The  only  work  with  good  command  of  the  river  will  be  submerged  by 
a full  river.  This  rise  will  iirobably  put  it  under.  But  four  heavy 
guns  here  and  not  one  ready  for  use.  No  ammunition  for  any  of  the 
guns. 

General  Clark  left  Hopkinsville  this  morning.  No  news  to-day  from 
below;  river  full  and  rising  rapidly. 

Orders  should  go  to  Nashville  to  meet  my  requisitions  promptly  by 


Not  found. 
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telegraph.  General  Johnston  may  rely  upon  my  doing  all  that  is  pos- 
sible. Ko  artillerists  here.  Say  to  General  Johnston  that  it  is  of  the 
highest  importance  for  defense  of  this  place  that  he  order  Capt.  W.  H. 
Jackson’s  battery  here,  and  exchange  with  me  some  of  the  old  regi- 
ments at  Columbus  of  my  division. 

Information  of  constant  fighting  going  on  at  Fort  Donelson.  We 
hear  firing  to  this  place  constantly.  I am  about  dispatching  special 
couriers. 

It  would  be  w^ell,  I think,  to  order  to  this  place  as  promptly  as  pos- 
sible additional  force.  If  Donelson  should  be  overcome,  we  can  make 
no  successful  stand  without  larger  force. 

Clark  cannot  reach  here  before  12  to-morrow,  and  will  then  be  broken 
down  by  march. 

GID.  J.  PILLOW, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Headquarters, 

Gameshorough,  Tenn.,  February  6,  1862. 
General  A.  Sidney  Johnston, 

Department  of  the  West: 

Sir  : I had  the  honor  some  days  since  to  address  you  a communica- 
tion by  my  volunteer  aide.  Captain  Morgan,  suggesting  the  removal  of 
my  command  from  this  point  to  Chestnut  Mound.  Besides  being  a bad 
position  in  a military  point  of  view,  Gainesborough  is  exceedingly  un- 
healthy and  an  uncomfortable  camping  place,  with  no  ground  for  drill- 
ing the  troops. 

I have  now  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  anticipating  your  orders  on 
the  subject,  I am  moving  the  division  to  Chestnut  Mound.  That  is  an 
elevated,  healthy,  and  well- watered  locality,  where  there  is  ground  for 
drilling  the  regiments,  of  which  they  are  very  much  in  need.  It  is  near 
to  landings  on  the  Cumberland  Eiver  and  Caney  Fork,  and  connected 
with  them  by  turnpike  roads,  and  it  connects  with  Livingston  by  a good 
ridge  road. 

I leave  for  a few  days  the  regiments  of  Colonels  Murray  and  Stanton 
at  this  place  with  supplies  for  one  month,  and  after  a few  days  I shall 
order  these  regiments  to  Livingston,  where,  with  supplies  drawn  from 
this  point,  they  may  be  subsisted.  I have  ordered  Mcl!lairy’s  cavalry 
battalion  to  proceed  to-morrow  to  Livingston  and  to  remain  there.  I 
had  left  Captain  McHenry’s  cavalry  company  at  Livingston  to  picket 
and  guard  the  roads  leading  from  Kentucky,  and  to-day  received  infor- 
mation from  Captain  McHenry  that  two  companies  of  Federal  cavalry 
were  on  the  Kentucky  side  Obey  River. 

I will  have  the  stores,  except  those  to  be  left  for  the  regiments  of 
Murray  and  Stanton,  removed  from  this  point  to  the  most  convenient 
landing  for  the  camp  at  Chestnut  Mound  by  steamboat. 

My  headquarters  will  henceforth  be  at  Chestnut  Mound. 

I remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  B.  CRITTENDEK, 

Major-General,  Commanding, 


Nashville,  February  7,  1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin: 

Fort  Henry  fell  yesterday.  Memphis  and  Clarksville  Railroad  bridge 
over  Tennessee  destroyed.  Lost  all  the  artillery  and  stores  at  Henry. 
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General  Tilghman,  Major  Gilmer,  and  about  80  men  taken  prisoners; 
balance  of  force  fell  back  to  Fort  Donelson,  on  Cumberland  Eiver. 

A large  increase  of  force  to  defend  this  [State]  from  Cumberland  Gap 
to  Columbus  is  an  absolute  and  imperative  necessity.  If  not  success- 
fully defended  the  injury  is  irreparable. 

ISHAM  G.  HAEEIS. 


Bowlino  Green,  Ky.,  February  7, 1862. 

General  Polk: 

[You]  will  destroy  the  railroad  bridges  from  Paris  to  Humboldt  as 
far  as  practicable. 

A.  S.  JOHNSTOK, 

General. 


Bowlino  Green,  Ky.,  February  7, 1862. 

[Memorandum.] 

At  a meeting  held  to-day  at  my  quarters  (Covington  House)  by  Gen- 
erals Johnston,  Hardee,  and  myself  (Colonel  Mackall  being  present  part 
of  the  time)  it  was  determined  that,  Fort  Henry,  on  the  Tennessee  Eiver, 
having  fallen  yesterday  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  Fort  Donel- 
son, on  the  Cumberland  Eiver,  not  being  long  tenable,  preparations 
should  at  once  be  made  for  the  removal  of  this  army  to  Kashville,  in 
rear  of  the  Cumberland  Eiver,  a strong  point  some  miles  below  that  city 
being  fortified  forthwith,  to  defend  the  river  from  the  passage  of  gun- 
boats and  transports. 

The  troops  at  present  at  Clarksville  should  cross  over  to  the  south 
side  of  that  river,  leaving  only  a sufficient  force  in  that  town  to  protect 
the  manufactories  and  other  property,  in  the  saving  of  which  the  Con- 
federate Government  is  interested. 

From  Nashville,  should  any  further  retrograde  movement  become 
necessary,  it  will  be  made  to  Stevenson,  and  thence  according  to  cir- 
cumstances. 

It  was  also  determined  that  the  possession  of  the  Tennessee  Eiver  by 
the  enemy,  resulting  from  the  fall  of  Fort  Henry,  separates  the  army  at 
Bowling  Green  from  the  one  at  Columbus,  Ky.,  which  must  henceforth 
act  independently  of  each  other  until  they  can  again  be  brought  together, 
the  first  one  having  for  object  the  defense  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
along  its  line  of  operation,  as  already  stated ; and  the  other  one  of  that 
part  of  the  State  lying  between  the  Tennessee  Eiver  and  the  Mississippi. 
But  as  the  possession  of  the  former  river  by  the  enemy  renders  the 
lines  of  communication  of  the  army  at  Columbus  liable  to  be  cut  ofl*  at 
anytime  from  the  Tennessee  Eiver  as  a base  by  an  overpowering  force 
of  the  enemy  rapidly  concentrated  from  various  points  on  the  Ohio,  it 
becomes  necessary,  to  prevent  such  a calamity,  that  the  main  body  of 
that  army  should  fall  back  to  Humboldt ; and  thence,  if  necessary,  to 
Grand  Junction,  so  as  to  protect  Memphis  from  either  point,  and  still 
have  a line  of  retreat  to  the  latter  place  or  to  Grenada,  Miss.,  and,  if 
necessary,  to  Jackson,  Miss. 

At  Columbus,  Ky.,  will  be  left  only  a sufficient  garrison  for  the  de- 
fense of  the  works  there,  assisted  by  Hollins’  gunboats,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a desperate  defense  of  the  river  at  that  point.  A sufficient 
number  of  transports  will  be  kept  near  that  place  for  the  removal  of  the 
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garrison  therefrom  when  no  longer  tenable  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
manding officer.  Island  NTo.  10  and  Fort  Pillow  will  likewise  be  de- 
fended to  the  last  extremity,  aided  also  by  Hollins’  gunboats,  which  will 
then  retire  to  the  vicinity  of  Memphis,  where  another  bold  stand  will 
be  made. 


W.  J.  Hardee,  Major-General, 


G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 

General^  C.  S.  Army. 


[February  8, 1862. — For  Benjamin  to  Bragg  and  Lovell  in  reference 
to  re-enforcements  for  General  A.  S.  Johnston,  see  Series  I,  Yol.  VI, 
pp.  823,  824.] 


' War  Department, 
Richmond February  8,  1862. 

General  A.  Sidney  Johnston, 

Bowling  Green: 

Sir:  The  condition  of  your  department  in  consequence  of  the  largely 
superior  forces  of  the  enemy  has  filled  us  with  solicitude,  and  we  have 
used  every  jjossible  exertion  to  organize  some  means  for  your  relief. 

With  tliis  view  the  following  orders  have  been  issued  to-day  and  the 
following  measures  adopted: 

1st.  We  have  ordered  to  Knoxville  three  Tennessee  regiments — 
Vaughn’s,  Maney’s,  and  Bate’s — the  First  Georgia  Eegiment  and  four 
regiments  from  General  Bragg’s  command  to  be  forwarded  by  him. 
This  will  give  you  in  East  Tennessee  the  following  force,  viz:  As  above, 
eight  regiments.  Add  Gillespie’s  Tennessee,  one  regiment;  Vaughn’s 
North  Carolina,  one  regiment;*  one  regiment  cavalry;  Stovall’s  bat- 
talion and  another  from  North  Carolina,  together  one  regiment — total, 
twelve  regiments,  besides  Churchwell’s  command  at  Cumberland  Gap, 
the  other  forces  stationed  at  different  passes  by  General  Zollicoffer,  and 
a number  of  independent  conqianies. 

The  whole  force  in  East  Tennessee  will  thus  amount,  as  we  think,  to 
at  least  fifteen  regiments,  and  the  President  desires  that  you  assign  the 
command  to  General  Buckner. 

2d.  The  formation  of  this  new  army  for  Eastern  Tennessee  will 
leave  General  Crittenden’s  army  (augmented  by  Chalmers’  regiment 
and  two  or  three  batteries  of  field  pieces  already  sent  to  him)  free  to 
act  with  your  center. 

Colonel  Chalmers  will  be  nominated  to-morrow  brigadier-general. 
You  might  assign  a brigade  to  him  at  once. 

The  President  thinks  it  best  to  break  up  the  army  of  General  Crit- 
tenden, demoralized  by  its  defeat,  and  that  you  should  distribute  the 
forces  composing  it  among  other  troops.  You  can  form  a new  com- 
mand for  General  Crittenden,  connected  with  your  own  corps,  in  such 
manner  as  you  may  deem  best. 

General  Crittenden  has  demanded  a court  of  inquiry,  and  it  has  been 
ordered;  but  from  all  the  accounts  which  now  reach  us  we  have  no 
reason  to  doubt  his  skill  or  conduct  in  his  recent  movements,  and  feel 

* The  records  show  no  Vaughn’s  North  Carolina  regiment.  Probably  R.  B.  Vance’s 
Twenty-ninth  North  Carolina. 
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convinced  that  it  is  not  to  any  fault  of  his  that  the  disaster  at  Somerset 
is  to  be  attributed. 

3d.  To  aid  General  Beauregard  at  Columbus  I send  orders  to  Gen- 
eral Lovell  to  forward  to  bim  at  once  five  or  six  regiments  of  his  best 
troops  at  New  Orleans. 

4th.  I have  sent  to  Memphis  arms  for  Looney^s  regiment;  to  Knox- 
ville 800  percussion  muskets ; to  Colonel  Chalmers  800  Enfield  rifles 
for  his  regiment,  and  to  you  1,200  Enfield  rifles.  The  Enfield  rifles 
will  be  accompanied  by  a lull  supply  of  fixed  ammunition.  They  form 
part  of  a small  cargo  recently  received  by  us,  and  of  the  whole  number 
(0,000)  one-third  is  thus  sent  to  you,  besides  which  we  send  1,000  to 
Van  Dorn. 

5th.  We  have  called  on  all  the  States  for  a levy  of  men  for  the  war, 
and  think  that  in  very  few  weeks  we  shall  be  able  to  give  you  heavy 
re-enforcements,  although  we  may  not  be  able  to  arm  them  with  good 
weapons.  But  we  have  another  small  cargo  of  Enfield  rifles  close  by, 
and  hope  to  have  some  10,000  or  12,000  safe  in  port  within  the  next 
two  or  three  weeks. 

I forgot  to  say  that  the  rifles  already  received  may  not  reach  you  for 
eight  or  ten  days,  as  they  were  introduced  at  a port  quite  far  south. 

I am,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Bowling  Green j Ky.j  February  8,  1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War:  ^ 

Sir:  No  reliable  particulars  of  the  loss  of  Fort  Henry  have  yet 
reached  me.  This  much,  however,  is  known,  that  nearly  all  of  the  force 
at  Fort  Henry  retreated  to  Fort  Donelson,  and  it  is  said  that  General 
Tilghman  and  about  80  officers  and  men  surrendered  in  the  fort. 

The  capture  of  that  fort  by  the  enemy  gives  them  the  control  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Tennessee  Eiver,  and  their  gunboats  are  now  ascend- 
ing the  river  to  Florence.  Operations  against  Fort  Donelson,  on  the 
Cumberland,  are  about  to  be  commenced,  and  that  work  will  soon  be 
attacked.  The  slight  resistance  at  Fort  Henry  indicates  that  the  best 
open  earthworks  are  not  reliable  to  meet  successfully  a vigorous  attack 
of  iron-clad  gunboats,  and,  altliough  now  suiiported  by  a considerable 
force,  I think  the  gunboats  of  the  enemy  will  probably  take  Fort  Doii- 
elson  without  the  necessity  of  employing  their  land  force  in  co-opera- 
tion, as  seems  to  have  been  done  at  Fort  Henry. 

Our  force  at  Fort  Donelson,  including  the  force  from  Fort  Henry  and 
three  regiments  of  General  Floyd’s  command,  is  about  7,000  men,  not 
well  armed  or  drilled,  except  Heiman’s  regiment  and  the  regiments  of 
Floyd’s  command.  General  Floyd’s  command  and  the  force  from  Hop- 
kinsville is  arriving  at  Clarksville,  and  can,  if  necessary,  reach  Donel- 
son in  four  hours  by  steamers  which  are  there. 

Should  Fort  Donelson  be  taken,  it  will  open  the  route  to  the  enemy 
to  Nashville,  giving  them  the  means  of  breaking  the  bridges  and  de- 
stroying the  ferry-boats  on  the  river  as  far  as  navigable. 

The  occurrence  of  the  misfortune  of  losing  the  fort  will  cut  off  the 
communication  of  the  force  here  under  General  Hardee  from  the  south 
bank  of  the  Cumberland.  To  avoid  the  disastrous  consequences  of  such 
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an  event  I ordered  General  Hardee  yesterday  to  make,  as  promptly  as 
it  could  be  done,  preparations  to  fall  back  to  Nasbville  and  cross  the 
river. 

The  movements  of  the  enemy  on  my  right  flank  would  have  made  a 
retrograde  in  that  direction  to  confront  the  enemy  indispensable  in  a 
short  time.  But  the  probability  of  having  the  ferriage  of  this  army 
corps  across  the  Cumberland  intercepted  by  the  gunboats  of  the  enemy 
admits  of  no  delay  in  making  the  movement. 

Generals  Beauregard  and  Hardee  are,  equally  with  myself,  impressed 
with  the  necessity  of  withdrawing  our  force  from  this  line  at  once. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 
General^  0.  8.  Army, 


Bowling  Green,  February  8,  1862. 

General  Polk  : 

Destroy  every  bridge  and  trestle  on  the  railroad  from  Tennessee 
Crossing  to  Paris.  Send  all  telegrams  by  way  of  Montgomery  and 
not  via  Florence. 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Paris,  Tenn.,  February  8,  1862 — 11  p.  m. 

Major-General  Polk  : 

No  further  news  from  Donelson.  Three  of  our  steamers,  viz,  the  Orr, 
Appleton  Belle,  and  Lynn  Boyd,  were  burned  yesterday  morning  by  our 
men  to  prevent  them  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  j all  on 
board  escax^ed  safely.  Five  hundred  Federal  infantry  and  three  trans- 
port boats  are  at  the  bridge,  burning  and  destroying  all  the  houses  this 
side  of  the  river.  The  bridge  is  now  on  Are.  The  condition  of  the 
roads  prevented  our  bringing  but  few  tents,  without  flies,  but  few  cook- 
ing utensils,  no  extra  clothing.  The  lives  and  health  of  the  men  re- 
quire that  we  should  have  some  more  necessaries  if  we  are  to  remain 
here  long.  We  leave  in  the  morning  and  will  camp  a few  miles  east 
of  this  place,  and  will  scout  continually  towards  the  river.  The  rolling- 
stock  on  the  railroad  all  safe. 

J.  H.  MILLER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel, 


Russellville,  February  8,  1862 — 12  p.  m. 
Capt.  W.  D.  Pickett; 

In  a communication  from  Green  River  to  12  o’clock  yesterday  no 
troops  on  this  side  j many  deserters  daily  j troops  considerably  demor- 
alized ; about  300  men  supposed  to  have  gone  to  Henderson  j remain- 
der in  vicinity  of  Calhoun. 

Messenger  just  in  from  Louisville.  Opinion  there  that  expedition  up 
Cumberland  and  Tennessee  chiefly  a diversion,  derived  from  opinion  of  a 
member  of  Buell’s  staff.  A reliable  iierson,  whose  source  of  information  is 
from  clerk  oLCairo  and  Evansville  boats,  says  entire  fleet  has  left  Cairo; 
that  five  gunboats  have  gone  up  Tennessee  River,  and  that  the  remain- 
ing gunboats  and  transports,  to  the  number  of  sixteen,  up  the  Cumber- 


Chap.  XVIL]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE.  865 

laad,  and  that  the  entire  land  force  on  the  two  rivers  was  estimated 
at  12,000. 

Trains  arriving  from  Clarksville.  Hope  to  get  all  my  troops  to 
Clarksville  by  daylight. 

S.  B.  BUCKNER, 

Brigadier-  General, 


Clarksville,  February  8,  1862. 

General  A.  Sidney  Johnston: 

Sir  : I received  your  order  after  night  of  the  6th  and  succeeded  in 
getting  nearly  the  whole  command  here  by  daylight  this  morning. 

A large  proportion  of  the  force  has  been  sent  forward  to  Fort  Don-  « 
elson,  and  the  balance  intended  for  that  place  are  going  there  as  fast 
as  they  arrive. 

I will  take  every  possible  means  at  my  command  to  ascertain  the 
general  plan  of  approach  of  the  enemy ; but  we  may  not  hope  for  much 
information  upon  that  point  beyond  what  can  be  gathered  from  gen- 
eral deduction. 

If  the  best  information  I can  gather  about  these  iron-clad  boats  be 
true  they  are  nearly  invulnerable,  and  therefore  they  can  probably  go 
wherever  sufficient  fuel  and  depth  of  water  can  be  found,  unless  met 
by  opposing  gunboats. 

Unless  I am  misinformed  as  to  these  boats,  the  enemy  will  attempt 
to  come  uj)  this  river  and  destroy  the  towns  upon  its  banks  and  every 
bridge  across  it.  They  can,  to  be  sure,  be  kept  confined  to  the  rivers, 
but  this  will  be  done  at  heavy  cost  and  inconvenience  with  the  obstructed 
transportation  we  wiU  have. 

I have  ordered  the  large  supplies  of  pork  and  other  Government 
stores  at  this  point  to  be  sent  to  Nashville  and  deposited  far  enough 
from  the  river  to  be  safe. 

The  defenses  here  amount  to  about  nothing.  I think  they  have  mis- 
taken the  location  of  the  work  upon  the  river  hill  about  200  yards, 
whilst  the  one  in  the  bottom  is  nearly  submerged.  I think  the  works 
should  be  strengthened  here.  This  place  is  capable  of  being  made 
very  strong  indeed. 

I wish  it  was  convenient  to  send  here  at  once  a good  engineer  officer 
and  a sufficient  supply  of  intrenching  tools. 

I wish,  if  possible,  you  would  come  down  here,  if  it  were  only  for  a 
single  day.  I think  in  that  time  you  might  determine  the  policy  and 
lines  of  defense.  I will,  however,  do  the  best  I can  and  all  I can 
with  the  means  at  hand. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier- General^  G,  8.  Army, 

P.  S. — I send  you  the  inclosed  copy  of  a communication  from  the 
engineer  in  charge,*  that  you  may  see  the  state  of  things  in  the  work 
OH  the  river  hill. 


Corinth,  February  8,  1862. 

General  Polk: 

Have  just  arrived  here.  News  from  luka  since  I passed  that  two 
gunboats  were  landing  troops  at  the  mouth  of  Bear  Creek.  I have 
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sent  Colonel  Chalmers  up;  he  has  hut  200  guns.  I cannot  reach 
Columbus  until  to-morrow  evening.  Three  o’clock  the  gunboats  in 
sight  of  Florence. 

B.  F.  CHEATHAM, 
Brigadier- General^  C.  S.  Army, 


Gladesyille,  Wise  County,  Yiroinia, 

February  8,  1862. 


General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  G.  8,  Army: 


General  : In  obedience  to  your  orders  my  force  has  fallen  back  to 
Pound  Gap  from  the  points  selected  byane  on  the  Kentucky  Eiver  for 
occupation. 

This  country  is  more  difficult  than  the  Kentucky  side  of  the  mount- 
ains. Corn  is  at  this  village  hauled  30  miles  for  common  uses,  and  is 
selling  at  $2  per  bushel,  or  $10  per  barrel.  I have  therefore  suffered 
the  two  Virginia  regiments  to  pass  behind  Clinch  Eiver,  and  have 
directed  Colonel  Simms  to  forage  his  mounted  battalion  in  the  county  of 
Scott  or  Lee,  some  30  miles  from  this  place.  The  Kentucky  regiment 
of  Colonel  Williams  and  Eatcliffe’s  company  I have  directed  to  come 
no  farther  in  this  direction  than  the  Pound  (4  miles  this  side  of  Pound 
Gap),  and  I have  given  liberty  to  the  colonel,  should  he  prefer  it,  to 
occupy  the  Kentucky  side  of  the  mountains,  in  Letcher,  Harlan,  or  Pike, 
keeping  these  two  points  in  view : 1st,  subsistence,  its  possibility  and 
cheapness;  2d,  the  protection  of  Pound  Gap  and  Stone  Gap.  The  head 
of  the  Poor  Fork  of  the  Cumberland  is  just  against  the  Stone  Gap  on 
the  other  side.  The  Pound  Eiver  flows  from  this  side  of  the  same  point. 

I learn  that  wagons  pass  from  that  part  of  the  Cumberland  through 
here  to  the  Salt  Works  near  Abingdon. 

In  fact,  general,  each  day  opens  to  me  a more  minute  acquaintance 
with  the  frontier,  and  persuades  me  that  I must  examine  it  far  more 
critically  than  has  yet  been  done  by  any  one  to  determine  accurately 
what  is  required  for  its  military  defense.  I shall  improve  the  time  i 
during  which  I shall  be  detained  in  this  vicinity  by  putting  a substan- 
tial defense  at  Pound  Gap.  With  little  comparative  expense  a fortifica- 
tion to  hold  2,000  men  can  be  established  there.  I will  visit  Stone  Gap  j 
and  make  careful  reconnaissances  of  the  position.  I will  observe,  though,  || 
that  this  country,  like  all  mountainous  countries,  has  much  more  fea- 
sibility for  military  passages  than  unskilled  men  give  it  credit  for.  I 
have  seen  no  position  from  this  to  Paiutsville  (unless  it  shall  prove  so  ^ 
on  the  Cumberland  Eange)  that  cannot  be  turned  within  10  miles  of 
its  center. 

Major  Bonner  is  preparing  accurate  maps  of  this  section  so  far  as  we  i 
have  gathered  knowledge,  which  I trust  will  be  very  acceptable  to  you, 
and  which  I hope  to  bring  with  me  to  the  Department. 

I have  understood  my  official  dispatch  containing  an  account  of  the  I 
battle  at  the  fork  of  Middle  Creek  never  reached  you.  Is  this  true  ? 

I hear  the  enemy  is  ploying  upon  London,  Ky.  I mention  it  lest  it 
may  not  come  to  you  from  Cumberland  Gap,  but  do  not  vouch  for  any  i 
accuracy  in  the  rumor. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  &c.. 


H.  MAESHALL, 
Brigadier- General, 
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Eichmond,  February  9,  1862. 
General  A.  Sidney  Johnston,  Boivling  Grem: 

Large  re-enforcements  have  been  ordered  to  join  you,  and  5,000  men 
have  been  ordered  up  from  INew  Orleans  to  Columbus.  I write  you  in 
full  by  to-day’s  mail. 

J*  P.  BENJAMIN 

Secretary  of_  War. 


Eichmond,  February  9,  1862. 

G.  B.  Be  VINE,  Huntsville,  Ala. : 

Your  dispatch  received.*  Chalmers’  regiment,  two  field  batteries, 
and  part  of  Looney’s  regiment  have  been  ordered  to  Tuscumbia.  Unite 
with  them  all  who  with  their  own  arms  will  go  to  meet  the  enemy. 

The  number  of  men  who  can  have  been  transported  by  four  gunboats 
should  never  be  allowed  to  tread  upon  our  soil  and  return.  I hope  you 
may  also  capture  the  gunboats. 

JEFFEESON  DAYIS. 


Columbus,  February  9,  1862. 

General  Polk 

Mr.  Powers,  the  operator  at  Tuscumbia,  informs  me  that  the  enemy 
took  possession  of  the  telegraph  office  in  Florence  and  found  out  nearly 
everything  that  was  passing  over  the  line  before  he  was  informed  of 
their  having  landed.  He  then  immediately  disconnected  the  Florence 
line  from  his  office  and  cut  them  off.  They  had  operators  and  instru- 
ments with  them.  They  informed  the  citizens  of  Florence  that  it  was 
their  intention  to  return  in  a day  or  so  with  a force  sufficiently  large  to 
take  and  hold  their  position  at  that  place  j that  it  was  not  their  inten- 
tion to  harm  the  citizens  who  would  willingly  submit  and  to  those  who 
were  loyal  to  the  United  States. 

Respectfully, 

W.  P.  JOHNSON, 

Operator. 


Russellville,  February  9,  1862. 

General  Johnston: 

Following  message  just  received  of  Major  Casseday,  at  Clarksville : 


A messenger,  sent  by  reliable  men  at  Lexingt»n,  Ky.,  brings  a dispatch,  dated  29th 
ultimo,  which  says  that  900  wagons  are  being  loaded  with  guns,  army  stores,  &c.,  at 
Lexin^on,  and  sent  to  London,  Ky.  They  learn  movement  into  East  Tennessee  to  be 
made  with  large  force  through  London. 

All  our  troops  here  have  gone  on  to  Donelson  by  boats. 

S.  B.  BUCKNER, 

Brigadier- General. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters, 

No.  1.  ) Dover,  Tenn.,  February  9,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Pillow  assumes  command  of  the  forces  at  this 
place.  He  relies  with  confidence  upon  the  courage  and  fidelity  of  the 
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brave  officers  and  men  under  his  command  to  maintain  the  post.  Drive 
back  the  ruthless  invader  from  our  soil  and  again  raise  the  Confederate 
flag  over  Fort  Henry.  He  expects  every  man  to  do  his  duty.  With 
God’s  help  we  will  accomplish  our  purpose.  Our  battle  cry,  “Liberty 
or  death.” 

By  order  of  Brigadier* General  Pillow: 


GUS.  A.  HENEY,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Army  at  Fort  Donelson, 

No.  1.  ) February  9,  1862. 

The  forces  at  this  post  are  for  the  present  arranged  as  follows : 

General  Buckner’s  division  will  retain  its  present  organization  and 
be  commanded  by  him. 

The  regiments  of  Colonels  Head,  Bailey,  and  Sugg  will  form  a bri- 
gade, and  be  commanded  by  Colonel  Head.  It  will  occui)y  its  present 
position  for  the  protection  of  the  river  l)atteries.  In  the  event  of  an 
attack  on  these  batteries  these  regiments  will  take  shelter  under  the 
faces  of  the  wall  or  outer  works  on  the  eastern  side.  The  regiments  of 
Colonels  Heiman,  Voorhies,  and  Hughes  wil]  constitute  a brigade,  and 
be  commanded  by  Colonel  Heiman. 

The  regiments  of  Colonels  Davidson,  Simonton,  Gregg,  and  Major 
Henry’s  battalion  and  the  field  battery  of  Cai^tain  Boss  will  form  a 
brigade,  and  be  commanded  by  Colonel  Davidson. 

Captain  Maney  will  occupy,  with  his  field  battery,  the  hollow 
through  which  the  main  Fort  Henry  road  passes. 

Captain  Culbertson  will  take  command  of  the  main  battery  on  the 
river  side,  and  Captain  Stankieuriz  will  take  command  of  the  three- 
gun  battery. 

The  regiments  of  Colonel  Drake  and  Gee  will  constitute  a brigade, 
and  be  commanded  by  Colonel  Drake. 

The  Fifty-first  and  Fifty-sixth  Virginia  Eegiments  will  constitute  a 
brigade,  and  be  commanded  by  Colonel  Wharton. 

Captain  Dixon,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  will  remain  in  charge  of  the 
works,  and  report  to  these  headquarters,  [as]  directed  by  Major  Gilmer, 
of  General  Johnston’s  staff,  while  he  remains  here. 

Maj.  J.  W.  Jones  is  assigned  to  duty  as  post  quartermaster,  and  will 
report  to  these  headquarters. 

Major  Dallam  is  assigned  to  duty  as  commissary  of  the  post,  and  | 
will  report  to  these  headquarters.  * 

The  brigades  commanded  by  Colonels  Heiman,  Davidson,  and  Drake  j 
will  form  a division,  and  be  under  the  command  of  Brigadier- General  j 
Johnson. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  G.  J.  Pillow: 

GUS  A.  HENEY,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


I 

Eichmond,  February  9,  1862. 
(Eeceived  Columbus,  February  10,  1862.) 
General  Leonidas  Polk: 

Your  dispatch  received.  Five  thousand  troops  have  been  ordered 
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up  to  re-enforce  you  from  Kew  Orleans.  Other  re-enforcements  have 
been  sent  to  General  Johnston  and  to  Eastern  Tennessee. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN. 


[February  10,  1862. — For  Bragg  to  Benjamin,  in  reference  to  re-en- 
forcements for  General  A.  S.  Johnston,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  YI,  p.  424.] 


Nashville,  February  10,  1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin: 

We  need  for  immediate  service  10,000  muskets,  with  bayonets,  if 
possible  to  furnish  them.  The  men  can  be  put  in  the  field  instantly; 
without  them  Nashville  is  in  great  danger. 

ISHAM  G.  HAEBIS, 

Governor, 


Fort  Donelson,  February  10,  1862. 

Col.  W.  W.  Mackall, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Bowling  Green,  Ky.: 

The  attack  expected  here  is  a combined  one;  gunboats  by  water 
and  a land  force  in  the  rear. 

The  greatest  danger,  in  my  opinion,  is  from  the  gunboats,  which 
appear  to  be  well  protected  from  our  shot.  The  effect  of  our  shot  at 
Fort  Henry  was  not  sufficient  to  disable  them,  or  any  one  of  them,  so 
far  as  I have  been  able  to  ascertain.  This  was  due,  I think,  in  a great 
measure,  to  the  want  of  skill  in  the  men  who  served  the  guns,  and  not 
to  the  invulnerability  of  the  boats  themselves. 

I saw  five  gunboats  during  the  attack  on  Fort  Henry,  each  firing 
three  heavy  guns  from  ports  in  the  bow.  It  has  been  reported  from 
various  sources  that  there  were  seven  boats  in  the  Tennessee  River  at 
the  time  of  the  attacx.  Only  five  were  engaged  at  any  one  time,  in  my 
opinion. 

With  the  preparations  that  are  now  being  made  here  I feel  much 
confidence  that  we  can  make  a successful  resistance  against  a land 
attack.  The  attack  by  water  will  be  more  difficult  to  meet;  still  I 
hope  for  success  here  also. 

The  force  landed  by  the  enemy  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Tennessee 
River  is  probably  a large  one,  consisting  in  part  of  forces  driven  from 
Cairo,  Fort  Holt,  and  Bird’s  Point  by  high  water.  General  Pillow 
has  information  to  this  effect  from  a person  recently  from  Smithland. 
I do  not  think  it  practicable  to  establish  a boom  across  the  Cumber- 
land River  during  the  freshet  that  now  exists. 

If  Captain  Nocquet  has  no  employment  for  Captain  Cox,  he  maybe 
discharged.  I think  he  might  well  be  employed  assisting  Mr.  Crump 
in  completing  the  map  of  Bowling  Green  and  the  vicinity. 

We  are  making  herculean  efforts  to  strengthen  our  parapets — mak- 
ing narrow  embrasures  with  sand  bags,  and  if  we  can  have  ten  days 
we  hope  to  make  bomb-proofs  over  the  guns. 

J.  F.  GILMER, 

Major,  and  Chief  Engineer  Western  Department, 
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The  river  has  now  commenced  falling,  and  often  falls  from  5 tc  6 
feet  in  twenty-four  hours.  If  it  runs  down  rapidly,  as  1 hope  it  will 
from  the  cold  weather,  we  will  not  be  attacked  this  rise ; before  an- 
other rise  I will  have  the  works  safe.  This  position  can  be  made 
stronger  than  Columbus  now  by  water  if  we  had  more  heavy  artillery  j 
the  great  advantage  it  has  is  in  the  narrowness  of  the  stream  and  the 
necessity  of  the  boats  approaching  our  works  by  straight  and  narrow 
channel  for  IJ  miles.  No  more  than  three  boats  could  possibly  bring 
their  guns  to  act  upon  our  position  at*  once.  This  makes  the  field  of 
fire  required  for  the  guns  so  very  narrow,  that  it  admits  of  the  construc- 
tion of  very  narrow  embrasures,  which  we  are  now  constructing.  We 
ought  to  have  two  more  heavy  guns ; the  works  are  ready  for  them, 
and  if  the  enemy  gives  me  time  I will  order  two  42-pounder  guns  from 
plarksville,  with  the  approval  of  General  Johnston. 

I refer  to  my  letter  to  General  Floyd  for  fuller  information. 

^ Eespectfully, 

GID.  J.  PILLOW, 
Brigadier- General,  C.  S.  Army. 


Headquarters  Fort  Honelson, 

February  10,  1862. 

General  Floyd: 

I am  apprehensive,  from  the  large  accumulations  of  the  enemy’s 
forces  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Henry,  that  he  will  attempt  to  cross 
the  country  south  of  my  position  and  cut  my  communication  by  river, 
thus  depriving  me  of  supplies  from  above.  The  country  south  of  me 
is  exceedingly  broken  and  rugged,  so  much  so  as  to  be  nearly  imprac- 
ticable for  a march,  but  they  may  possibly  make  it  passable.  His 
difficulty  will  be  in  procuring  supplies  for  his  forces,  which  is  one 
almost,  if  not  altogether,  insurmountable.  I think  that  is  my  safety. 

The  conflict  yesterday  between  our  cavalry  and  that  of  the  enemy 
resulted  in  3 of  ours  wounded  and  20  taken  prisoners  by  being  thrown 
from  their  horses  and  in  3 of  the  enemy  killed  and  6 mortally  wounded. 
Three  of  their  gunboats  have  gone  up  Tennessee  Eiver  above  the  bridge. 
The  steamer  Eastport,  which  we  were  converting  into  a gunboat,  was 
burned  and  sunk,  as  was  the  steamer  Sam.  Orr,  by  our  friends,  to  keep 
them  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  They  have  destroyed 
the  high  trestle  work  on  the  west  bank  of  Tennessee  Eiver,  but  have 
not  damaged  the  bridge.  I 

I am  pushing  the  work  on  my  river  batteries  day  and  night;  also  on 
my  field  works  and  defensive  line  in  the  rear.  In  a week’s  time,  if  I 
am  allowed  that  much,  I will  try  very  hard  to  make  my  batteries  bomb- 
proof. I am  now  raising  the  parapets  and  strengthening  them.  I got 
my  heavy  rifle  gun,  32-pounder,  and  my  10-inch  columbiad  in  position 
to-day,  and  tried  them  and  the  other  guns  in  battery.  The  trial  was 
most  satisfactory.  I need  two  additional  heavy  guns  very  much,  and 
if  I am  not  engaged  by  the  enemy  in  three  or  four  days  I shall  apply 
for  the  42-i)ounders  at  Clarksville. 

It  is  certain  that  if  I cannot  hold  this  place,  the  two  42-pounders  at 
Clarksville  will  not  arrest  his  movement  by  Clarksville.  Upon  one 
thing  you  may  rest  assured,  viz,  that  I will  never  surrender  the  posi- 
tion, and  with  God’s  help  I mean  to  maintain  it. 

I send  up  the  Hillman  for  a boat  load  of  flour  and  meat.  Let  her 
bring  a full  load.  You  will  please  give  orders  accordingly  to  the  com- 
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missary  of  your  post.  I sMall  continue  to  draw  supplies  of  subsistence 
to  this  place  until  I have  a heavy  store  on  hand. 

I have  established  a line  of  vedettes  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Cumber- 
land to  within  8 miles  of  Smithland,  so  that  I will  be  posted  as  to  the 
movements  and  advance  of  the  enemy. 

I hope  you  will  order  forward  at  once  the  tents  and  baggage  of  the 
troops  of  General  Buckner’s  command,  as  they  are  suffering  very  much 
for  most  of  them  this  cold  weather. 

I must  request  that  you  will  forward  this  letter  after  reading  it  to 
General  Johnston.  My  engagements  and  duties  press  me  so  much  that 
I cannot  address  you  both  and,  knowing  his  anxiety,  I am  anxious  to 
place  before  him  the  intelligence  contained  in  this  letter. 

With  great  respect,* 

GID.  J.  PILLOW, 
Brigadier- General j Commanding, 


. Cajvip  Six  Miles  East  of  Paris, 

February  10,  1862. 

Major-General  Polk: 

Tour  dispatch  to  destroy  the  bridges  and  trestle  between  Paris  and 
Danville  is  just  received.  The  bridge  across  the  Tennessee  Eiyer  is 
not  destroyed.  Do  you  still  order  to  destroy  the  bridges  and  trestle 
work  ? I do  not  yet  think  it  is  necessary. 

J.  H.  MILLEE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding, 


Camp  Twelve  Miles  East  of  Paris, 

February  10,  1862 — 1 p.  m. 

Major-General  Polk: 

Sir  : One  hundred  feet  of  the  trestle  work  on  each  side  of  the  bridge 
over  the  Tennessee  Eiver  has  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy.  Heavy 
firing  has  been  heard  this  morning  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Donelson. 
I am  now  on  my  way  to  execute  your  orders  in  respect  to  the  bridges 
and  trestle  work  between  Paris  and  the  river.  I still  think  it  unneces- 
sary, as  we  could  destroy  it  at  any  moment.  A large  quantity  of  wheat 
and  flour  can  yet  be  gotten  away,  and  the  people  are  relying  upon  the 
railroad  to  remove  their  things.  Please  reply  immediately. 

J.  H.  MILLEE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  J Commanding, 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Insp.  General’s  Office, 

No.  33.  1 Eiehmond,  February  10,  1862. 

***#### 

II.  On  the  application  of  Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  Crittenden,  a court  of 
inquiry,  to  consist  of  three  members  and  a recorder,  to  be  detailed  by 
General  A.  S.  Johnston,  commanding  Department  No.  2,  will  assemble 
at  such  time  and  place  as  in  the  judgment  of  that  commander  the  in- 
terests of  the  service  will  permit,  to  examine  into  all  the  circumstances 
relating  to  the  battle  of  Fishing  Creek  and  the  movements  subsequent 
to  that  event. 
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The  court  will  report  the  facts,  together  with  their  opinion,  for  the 
information  of  the  President.* 

* * * * * . * # 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


General  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Ala.  and  W.  Fla., 

Ko.  31.  j Mobile^  Ala.^  February  10,  1862. 

**#«!**# 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  L.  P.  Walker,  P.  A.,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  troops  in  North  Alabama,  whither  he  will  immediately  proceed  and 
assume  the  control  of  military  operations.  He  will  call  to  his  assist- 
ance all  the  resources  of  the  country,  with  a view  of  i)reserving  our  im- 
portant railroad  connections,  now  threatened  by  the  enemy. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Bragg : 

FEANOIS  S.  PAEKEE,  Jr., 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Eichmond,  February  11,  1862. 

Gov.  ISHAM  G.  Harris,  Nashville: 

I have  sent  800  muskets  to  Looney’s  regiment,  800  more  to  Knox- 
ville, 800  Enfield  rifles  to  Chalmers’  regiment,  and  1,200  Enfield  rifles 
to  General  A.  S.  Johnston,  making  3,600  stand  of  arms. 

I have  also  sent  a fine  regiment  to  Decatur  from  Pensacola,  and  have 
ordered  three  Tennessee  regiments  and  one  Georgia  regiment  from  Vir- 
ginia to  Knoxville. 

I will  try  and  send  more  arms.  Do  your  best  and  we  wiU  spare  no 
effort. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Gladesville,  Va.,  February  11,  1862. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

A djt.  and  Insp,  Gen.  G.  S.  Army^  Eichmond,  Va. : 

General:  I have  reliable  information  that  the  enemy  has  moved 
several  thousand  men  (estimated  at  6,000  to  7,000)  to  Piketon  within  a 
few  days  past.  He  is  moving  supplies  for  sixty  to  seventy-five  days  by 
boat  up  the  Sandj^  to  same  point  for  a very  large  force.  It  is  supposed 
he  has  6,000  men  in  Piketon  by  this  time.  Forage  for  horses,  wagons, 
harness,  shelled  corn,  and  oats,  hay,  &c.,  are  all  brought  forward,  and 
he  has  ordered  50  flat-boats  to  be  built  so  as  to  transport  by  water  when 
the  tide  in  the  Sandy  abates. 

One  of  my  iuformants  is  from  Louisa ; the  other  from  Prestonburg. 
The  former  has  two  sons  in  Colonel  Williams’  regiment;  the  latter  is 
said  by  his  acquaintances  to  be  very  reliable.  They  say  six  or  seven 
steamers  of  larger  size  than  usually  ply  on  the  Sandy  are  daily  run- 
ning up  to  Prestonburg  and  Piketon,  and  that  the  officer  commanding 
at  Paintsville  says  “ he  is  complained  of  as  being  slow  on  his  line,  but 
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it  takes  time  to  move  a heavy  force.”  This  looks  like  a combined  move 
and  correspondence  with  some  other  column. 

I have  a rumor  that  Theophilus  T.  Garrard,  with  a heavy  force,  is  mov- 
ing up  the  Poor  Fork  of  Cumberland  Eiver.  This  may  be  the  movement 
with  which  Colonel  Garfield  expects  to  combine  his  advance,  and  it 
portends  a heavy  and  immediate  assault  upon  Pound  Gap,  for  it  is  but 
37  miles  from  Piketon  to  Pound  Gap,  and  the  road  from  the  Stone  Gap, 
over  which  one  travels  to  the  Poor  Fork  of  Cumberland  debouches 
into  the  road  from  Pound  Gap  to  Gladesville  directly  at  the  Pound,  4 
miles  on  this  side  of  the  Gap.  Thus  a move  from  Piketon  on  one  side 
of  the  range  and  from  Stone  Gap  on  the  other  side  of  the  range  assails 
Pound  Gap  in  front  and  rear.  This  can  only  be  prevented  by  holding 
Stone  Gap,  and  preventing  a force  from  that  direction  from  coming  out 
of  the  valley  of  the  Cumberland.  It  may  be  that  Garrard  is  at  Cum- 
berland Ford  only  to  press  on  Cumberland  Gap.  That  is  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  my  command,  and  I offer  no  suggestions  about  its  de- 
fense, but  I mention  only  that  1 hear  that  forces  are  ploying  in  front  of 
it.  They  become  of  interest  to  me  because  a lateral  movement  will 
precipitate  them  upon  me.  It  is  about  75  miles  from  the  Pound  to 
Cumberland  Ford,  and  I hear  of  OlingePs  Gap  and  Crank’s  Gap,  be- 
tween Stone  Gap  and  Cumberland  Gap,  through  either  of  which  cav- 
alry and  infantry  can  pass.  Mule  trains  will  enable  a force  to  move 
rapidly  and  to  pass  any  of  these  gaps.  So  there  are  several  passes 
between  Pound  Gap  and  Piketon. 

You  informed  me  that  the  Department  could  not  re-enforce  me  at 
present.  You  are  advised  by  me  that  Colonel  Trigg  and  Colonel 
Moore  have  fallen  back  to  Clinch  Eiver  for  supplies.  You  are  advised 
that  my  battalion  of  mounted  men  has  fallen  off*  55  miles  from  Pound 
Gap  to  obtain  food  and  forage.  I have  now  at  Pound  Gap  Major 
Thompson,  with  350  ^^special-service”  men,  and  at  the  Pound  Colonel 
Williams,  with  about  500  men  fit  for  duty,  and  the  enemy  has  from  5,000 
to  6,000  within  37  miles  of  me,  and  he  gives  out  that  he  means  to  take 
Pound  Gap  and  then  afterwards  to  come  into  Virginia. 

You  are  now  advised  that  there  is  not  a soldier  between  Pound  Gap 
and  the  Louisa  Fork,  or  even  to  the  mouth  of  the  Gauley,  and  that 
large  public  interests  which  exists  between  those  points  is  to-day  solely 
relying  for  defense  upon  such  of  its  inhabitanlrs  as  remain  at  their  own 
homes. 

I have  no  remark  to  offer  upon  this  condition  of  affairs,  but  I must 
observe  that  I have  no  force  which  can  successfully  resist  or  repal  the 
masses  which  propose  to  concentrate,  and  how  speedily  I cannot  tell, 
upon  this  frontier.  I have  no  quartermaster  to  this  brigade ; I never 
have  had  one.  My  commissary  of  brigade  is  an  old  man  sixty-four 
years  of  age,  now  sick  in  bed,  and  has  resigned  at  that,  and  I am  in  a 
country  where  there  is  nothing  to  eat,  and  where  one  cannot  supply  a 
force  without  the  greatest  energy  and  at  the  largest  expense.  In  these 
circumstances  what  is  to  be  done? 

My  advice  is  to  send  here  at  least  10,000  men,  and  to  move  instantly 
so  as  tcPdestroy  the  force  at  Piketon,  break  uj)  that  column,  and  drive 
it  into  the  Ohio  Eiver,  so  as  to  free  your  frontier  and  cripiffe  the  enemy 
before  he  cripples  you.  My  advice  is  to  do  this  swiftly,  and  you  can 
then  restore  the  regiments  to  their  places  at  other  points.  My  advice 
is,  if  nothing  else  can  be  done,  that  this  force  shall  destroy  everything 
within  20  miles  of  the  Sandy  Eiver  and  drive  off*  all  the  peoiffe  who 
are  not  our  friends  j that  the  sequestration  law  shall  be  put  into  active 
force  against  our  enemies,  and  that  €»ur  friends  may  be  compelled  to 
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join  the  Army,  so  the  war  may  he  hurried  to  the  hanks  of  the  Ohio. 
It  cannot  rest  here  with  any  safety  to  us. 

I hope  you  will  telegraph  me  what  you  can  do — what  yon  will  do. 
My  advice  is  emphatic  and  earnest  to  you  to  hold  Pound  Gap  and 
Stone  Gap  at  any  expense  of  men  and  means.  If  you  do  not,  expedi- 
tions will  he  formed  behind  the  mountains  which  will  constantly  threaten 
the  very  heart  of  the  Confederacy ; if  you  do  not,  Kentucky,  must  pass 
from  your  hands  in  all  prohahility.  If  you  do,  she  can  never  he  safe 
in  their  hands,  and  your  expeditions  may  he  prepared  here  and  move 
into  Kentucky  at  any  time  and  season  that  will  suit  your  convenience. 

I hope  the  Department  will  weigh  well  these  suggestions,  and  that 
some  mode  will  he  adopted  without  delay  to  enable  me  to  take  a de- 
cisive stand.  In  my  letters  I write  freely  because  I feel  earnestly.  I 
think  the  existing  condition  of  things  should  not  he  tolerated.  I have 
asked  several  questions  from  time  to  time  without  eliciting  a reply: 

1st.  Have  I,  as  brigadier-general  of  the  Confederate  States  Army,  a 
right,  without  direction  from  the  Department,  to  call  out  the  militia  of 
the  neighborhood  or  surrounding  States  when,  in  my  judgment,  the 
emergency  demands  it  ? 

2d.  Have  I the  right  to  prevent  supplies  which  are  necessary  to  my 
army  from  passing  out  of  the  country  I occupy  by  exchange  or  sale  be- 
tween private  persons  ? 

3d.  Have  I the  right  to  prevent  individuals  professing  friendship  to 
the  Southern  Confederacy,  from  passing  into  Virginia  from  Kentucky, 
or  vice  versa^  now  that  Kentucky  is  one  of  the  Confederate  States  ? 

I await  your  reply,  general,  and  am  ready  to  obey  your  orders. 

Meanwhile  I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  MAESHALL, 
Brigadier-Generalj  C.  S.  Army, 


Camp  near  Carthage,  Tenn., 

February  11,  1862. 

Capt.  A.  J.  Lindsay  : 

Sir  : I have  duly  received  your  note  with  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral MackaU’s  dispatch.  You  will  please  telegraph  General  Johnston 
that  I am  encamped  between  Chestnut  Mound  and  Carthage,  having 
twm  regiments,  Stanton’s  and  Murray’s,  with  a company  of  cavalry  at 
Gainesborough,  with  orders  to  take  post  at  Stanton  [Livingston]  imme- 
diately. Should  this  disposition  not  suit  the  general’s  views,  he  will 
inform  me.  I will  take  position  a few  miles  back,  at  Chestnut  Mound, 
on  to-morrow. 

I have  no  news  of  the  enemy  that  can  be  relied  on.  It  is  reported 
that  two  or  three  companies. of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  made  their  appear- 
ance on  the  north  bank  of  Obey  Eiver  a few  days  since.  This  may 
not  be  true.  I will  keep  the  general  duly  informed  as  far  as  practica- 
ble of  the  enemy’s  movements. 

In  haste,  yours, 

G.  B.  CEITTEKDE]^, 

Major- General, 


Headquarters  near  Carthage, 
Division  Commissary  Office^  February  11,  1862. 
General  A.  Sidney  Johnston: 

General  : At  the  time  of  leaving  Mill  Springs,  on  the  19th  of  Jan- 
uary, the  army  under  your  command  was  entirely  destitute  of  supplies 
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excej^  in  the  article  of  beef  cattle.  Those  on  hand  were  driven  ahead 
of  the  troops  by  my  order ; agents  were  also  sent  ahead  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  intended  march  to  engage  and  purchase  every  article  of 
subsistence  that  could  be  procured.  No  pains  were  spared,  no  endeav- 
ors left  unmade. 

Without  means  of  transportation,  however,  only  those  supplies  could 
be  procured  which  were  immediately  contiguous  to  the  line  of  retreat; 
but  I can  safely  say  that  there  was  nothing  along  that  line  which  could 
be  purchased  which  was  not. 

I furnished  Major  Holland,  acting  commissary  of  subsistence  to  Gen- 
eral Carroll’s  brigade,  on  the  night  of  the  19th,  and  on  simple  mem- 
orandum, with  $5,000,  to  enable  him  to  procure  at  once  everything  that 
he  might  meet  with,  while  my  immediate  agents  were  also  ahead,  and 
upon  each  side,  for  the  same  purpose  and  with  full  authority. 

The  army  suffered  much,  notwithstanding  all  endeavors,  until  it 
reached  Obey  Eiver,  on  Thursday,  January  23. 

During  the  intervening  time  about  60  head  of  cattle,  the  same  num- 
ber of  sheep,  arid  perhaps  20  head  of  hogs,  with  what  bacon,  flour, 
meal,  &c.,  could  be  procured  along  the  route,  were  the  main  subsist- 
ence of  the  troops,  so  far  as  my  utmost  endeavors  could  effect. 

About  6 miles  west  of  Obey  Eiver  I received  a lot  of  90  head  of 
cattle  which  had  been  stopped  there  by  my  agents,  and  also  in  the 
same  vicinity  as  large  a supply  of  meal  and  flour  as  the  limited  trans- 
portation facilities  of  the  various  regiments  would  allow  of  being 
brought  to  camp.  The  freest  latitude  was  given  to  regimental  com- 
missaries to  purchase  whatever  was  necessary,  it  being  one  of  those 
exigencies  where  I felt  at  liberty  to  entirely  overstep  rules  and  formal- 
ities, and  trust  to  the  future  liberality  of  the  Department  to  sanction 
and  approve  my  action. 

The  army  spent  Saturday,  25th,  near  Livingston.  At  that  place  I 
purchased  in  addition  about  13,000  pounds  net  of  fresh  beef  and  225 
head  of  hogs,  estimated  at  upwards  of  39,000  pounds  net ; distributing 
to  each  regiment  what  it  desired,  together  with  all  the  bacon,  meal, 
flour,  potatoes,  &c.,  that  could  be  procured  there,  and  also  a liberal 
supply  of  salt,  and  had  the  remainder  of  the  cattle  on  hand  (nearly  80 
head  of  beef  and  all  the  hogs)  driven  with  the  army  the  next  day  to- 
wards New  Columbus,  3 miles  east  of  Gainesborough. 

The  head  of  the  column  arrived  at  New  Columbus  late  on  Sunday 
evening,  January  26,  and  the  rest  of  the  army  the  next  day.  I fortu- 
nately found  there  a large  supply  of  flour,  rice,  and  molasses.  Direc- 
tions were  at  once  given  to  the  brigade  commissaries  to  take  from  that 
store  whatever  they  deemed  sufficient  and  necessary,  receipting  for  the 
same  to  a commissary  sergeant  placed  temporarily  in  charge.  The 
entire  drove  of  cattle  and  hogs  was  at  the  same  time  turned  over  to 
them,  with  the  advice  to  kill  the  latter  and  salt  down  temporarily  what 
was  not  at  once  issued.  These  directions  were  fully  complied  with, 
commissaries  of  all  grades  receiving  at  once,  without  formality  of  requi- 
sition or  anything  but  a pencil  memorandum  or  receipt,  whatever  they 
chose  to  demand. 

On  Tuesday,  28th  January,  the  steamer  Charter  arrived  at  Gaines- 
borough, with  supplies  of  jowls,  cofiee,  rye,  sugar,  candles,  soap,  salt, 
molasses,  and  vinegar.  Lieutenant  Jackson  having  been,  at  my  sugges- 
tion, detailed  to  take  charge  of  these  stores  at  the  landing  as  post  com- 
missary. The  next  day  the  steamer  Commerce  arrived,  with  upwards  of 
600  barrels  of  flour,  followed  by  the. steamer  Umpire,  on  the  1st  instant, 
with  a large  supply  of  corn  meal  and  mess  beef. 


876  OPERATIONS  IN  KY.,  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  S.  W.  VA.  [Chap.  XYTL 

Advantage  was  taken  of  this  latter  steamer  going  to  Nashville  with 
the  sick,  and  having  taken  from  her  nearly  half  her  corn  meal,  and 
placed  on  board  about  200  barrels  of  flour  and  130  barrels  of  molasses, 
pork,  and  vinegar,  she  was  sent,  by  order  of  General  Crittenden,  first 
to  Carthage,  to  land  her  stores  there,  as  a depot  for  the  troops  in  their 
future  camps  between  Chestnut  Mound  and  that  place. 

The  steamer  Charter,  on  her  arrival,  was  ordered  to  New  Columbus  to 
unload,  but  only  partially  did  so,  the  entire  absence  of  any  unoccupied 
shed  there  and  the  rapid  rise  @f  the  river  reodering  such  unloading 
wasteful  and  dangerous,  while  the  removal  of  the  armj^  from  New 
Columbus,  on  the  east  side  of  Roaring  River,  to  Gainesborough  and  its 
vicinity,  on  its  west  side,  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  January  29  and 
30th,  rendered  it  unnecessary. 

The  further  fact  that  constant  working  parties  had  to  be  detailed  at 
both  landings  to  roll  stores  up  endangered  by  the  rapid  rise  of  the 
water  will  show  the  difficulty  and  hazard  that  an  immediate  landing 
of  the  stores  would  have  caused. 

At  Gainesborough,  situated  more  than  a mile  back  from  the  river,  it 
was  impossible  to  procure  a store-house.  The  only  one  not  used  by  the 
sick  was  occupied  by  the  quartermaster,  while  the  division  commis- 
sary was  glad  to  occupy,  for  such  portions  of  his  stores  as  were  light 
and  most  perishable,  a portion  of  a small  log  cabin,  used  for  hospital 
stores,  and  a small  smoke-house  of  a private  citizen.  Every  building, 
house,  and  cabin  seemed  to  be  filled  with  the  sick  and  wounded. 

The  warehouse  at  the  landing  had  been  taken  possession  of  and  tilled 
with  stores  by  my  direction,  and  the  steamers  having  been  detained,  by 
order  of  General  Crittenden,  to  furnish  transportation  for  the  sick  to 
Nashville,  advantage  was  taken  of  their  presence,  and  they  were  made 
temporary  depots  and  store-houses  for  issuance  of  supplies  to  the  troops. 
In  the  mean  time  and  immediately  upon  notice  of  the  arrival  of  the 
supplies  word  had  been  sent  to  the  brigade  commissaries  of  their 
presence,  with  request  for  immediate  requisitions  for  stores,  and  instruc- 
tions given  simultaneously  to  Lieutenant  Jackson,  in  charge  of  the 
Gainesborough  depot,  and  to  Sergeant  Landers,  in  charge  of  the  New 
Columbus  depot,  to  deliver  and  issue,  without  formality,  anything 
asked  for  upon  simple  receipt  of  brigade  or  regimental  commfesaries. 

These  instructions  were  carried  out  in  their  full  spirit  and  with  great 
zeal  and  fidelity  by  those  officers.  Unsheltered  and  almost  unfed,  in 
rain  and  mud,  without  the  means  of  making  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness pleasant  or  even  comfortable,  they  performed  their  duty,  and,  I 
believe  and  understand,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  every  officer  and 
man  with  whom  they  came  in  contact. 

With  regard  to  the  single  article  of  sugar  there  may  have  been  some 
delay  in  issuance,  but  the  fault  does  not  lie  at  the  door  of  this  office  or 
its  agents.  Without  weights,  scales,  or  measures,  I could  only  issue 
in  bulk,  and  had  to  request  brigade  commissaries  to  take  their  sugar 
by  the  hogshead  and  divide  it  afterwards  by  flour-barrels  full  among 
the  regiments.  There  were  no  means,  no  room,  no  shelter  to  do  other- 
wise. It  may  be  possible  that  for  a day  or  two  some  one  or  more  regi- 
ments may  not  have  obtained  their  proper  share  of  that  article ; but  1 
hold  the  full  receipts  of  brigade  and  regimental  commissaries  for  what- 
ever they  asked  for  in  the  articles  of  flour,  rice,  salt,  and  molasses, 
besides  fresh  beef  and  pork,  on  the  27th  and  28th  January  (Monday 
and  Tuesday),  and  for  those  articles  and  all  the  other  stores  brought 
by  the  steamer  Commerce  from  the  29th,  inclusive,  onwards. 

As  soon  as  possible  after  the  arrival  of  the  army  at  Gainesborough  1 
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sought  to  introduce  some  degree  of  system  in  the  issuance  of  supplies. 
At  Gainesborough,  at  different  times  between  January  29  and  February 
5,  I issued  rations  to  both  brigades  up  to  and  inclusive  of  February 
10,  neither  requiring  nor  receiving,  however,  regular  requisitions  or 
formal  receipts ; contenting  myself  in  the  exigency  of  the  case  with 
undergoing  the  trouble,  labor,  and  responsibility  of  putting  things  in 
shape  afterwards.  An  honest  and  an  ardent  desire  to  feed  the  army, 
and  a willingness  to  overlook  formalities  in  the  attempt,  must  be  my 
justification,  or  rather  excuse. 

On  the  7tli  instant  (February)  I shipped  on  board  steamer  Commerce 
supplies  for  that  i)ortion  of  General  Crittenden’s  division  en  route  for 
Chestnut  Mound,  which  were  landed  in  good  order  at  the  mouth  of 
Caney  Fork  Eiver.  The  army  is  stationed  within  from  2 to  6 miles  of 
that  point.  These  stores,  with  those  at  Carthage,  will  be  fully  adequate 
to  support  the  army  to  March  10,  with  the  exception  of  some  few  arti- 
cles, for  which  I have  to-day  drawn  on  Captain  Shaaff',  at  Nashville, 
and  with  the  exception  also  of  the  articles  of  fresh  beef  and  corn 
meal,  for  the  i)urchase  of  which  and  all  other  necessaries  I have  ample 
funds. 

I left  at  Gainesborough  on  the  8th  instant,  by  order  of  General  Crit- 
tenden, rations  for  the  two  regiments  stationed  there  for  thirty  days, 
with  the  exception  of  the  articles  of  fresh  beef,  bacon,  and  meal,  for 
the  purchase  of  which,  on  the  requisition  of  Colonel  Murray,  command- 
ing, and  at  his  suggestion,  I handed  over  to  the  commissaries  of  those 
regiments  the  sum  of  $5,000,  Colonel  Murray  representing  that  those 
articles  could  be  purchased  there  more  cheaply  than  they  could  be  sent 
there,  and  that  the  sum  mentioned  would  be  entirely  sufficient. 

In  what  I have  done  I feel  that  I have  worked  with  an  honest  heart 
and  an  open  and  active  hand  for  the  sustenance  of  this  command. . Nor 
have  I left  undone  aught,  either  myself  or  through  any  agencies,  I 
could  procure  that  would  have  been  for  its  benefit.  The  only  fear  I 
have  had  is  that  the  Government  would  hold  me  to  too  rigid  an  account- 
ability for  matters  of  unavoidable  waste,  expenditure,  or  spoliation 
arising  from  the  entire  absence  of  any  facility  to  transact  business 
with  its  accustomed  and  rightful  formalities.  Without  office  appli- 
ances, blanks,  stationery,  or  forms,  I have  supposed  that  the  necessity 
of  the  case  had  to  carve  but  its  own  rules  ; lior  have  I been  willing  to 
allow  the  slightest  appearance  of  red4apism^^  to  interfere  with  the 
prompt  supplying  of  the  wants  of  the  soldiers  of  their  country. 

I have  never  heard  in  the  army  of  the  slightest  complaint  made  of 
any  failure  to  issue  supplies  on  hand,  nor  do  I believe  there  was  any 
such  failure.  There  was  in  some  cases  an  entire  absence  from  their 
posts  of  commissaries.  This  may  have  caused  some  delay  in  regiments 
or  companies  receiving  their  supplies  j but  even  of  this  no  word  has 
come  to  my  ears,  while  I am  confident  there  has  not  been  one  hour’s 
delay  on  the  part  of  this  office  or  any  of  its  agents  in  filling  any 
requisitions,  however  informal,  or  in  filling  any  order  without  a requi- 
sition from  brigade  or  regimental  commissary,  commissioned  or  acting, 
or  from  any  one  representing  them;  taking  simply  the  receipt  of  the 
party^applying.  A greater  liberality  in  doing  business,  besides  fur- 
ther exposing  myself  to  censure,  would  have  also  exposed  the  Gov- 
ernment to  still  greater  loss.  I should  not  have  been  so  minute  in  this 
report  or  embarrassed  it  with  circumstantial  details,  but  I have  learned 
from  Cai)tain  Claiborne,  inspector-general,  that  vague  reports  had 
reached  Bowling  Green  of  an  unnecessary  delay  in  the  issuance  of 
stores  received. 
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So  far  as  relates  to  commissary  stores  any  reports  of  that  character 
are  entirely  untrue  j every  application  for  stores,  informal  or  other- 
wise, having  been  at  once  complied  with,  and  the  stores  unissued  hav- 
ing been  kept  on  board  the  steamboats  instead  of  being  immediately 
landed  for  wise  and  good  reasons,  and  under  the  orders  of  General 
Crittenden. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

GILES  M.  HILLYER, 

Major ^ and  A.  G.  S.,  General  Crittenden^ s Division, 


Headquarters  Department  No.  1, 

New  Orleans^  February  12,  1862. 

General  A.  Sidney  Johnston: 

Dear  Sir:  I received  your  dispatch  indicating  your  desire  that  I 
should  send  one  regiment  to  luka  and  four  to  Memphis.  Unless  there 
are  some  controlling  reasons  to  the  contrary,  I would  beg  leave  to 
suggest  that  the  whole  brigade  be  sent  to  Corinth,  Miss.,  as  at  that 
point  it  would  be  available  for  any  emergency  likely  to  arise.  Mobile, 
New  Orleans,  Bowling  Green,  Columbus,  and,  more  remotely,  Memphis^ 
are  at  this  moment  objective  points  in  the  enemy’s  iDlan  of  offensive 
operations.  The  first  four  are  all  directly  threatened  at  this  moment, 
and  each  can  be  re-enforced  from  Corinth  by  rail  in  about  the  same 
time.  I can  illy  afford  to  spare  these  troops  at  this  particular  junc- 
ture, not  only  on  my  own  account,  but  because  I expected  to  lend  a hand 
to  General  Bragg  at  Mobile,  whose  danger  I consider  to  be  more  immi- 
nent than  my  own.  The  necessities  of  the  case,  however,  seem  to 
require  that  these  troops  should  be  sent  from  here,  and  I therefore 
put  them  in  motion,  simply  suggesting  that,  if  you  do  hot  require  them 
for  immediate  active  operations,  you  place  them  in  some  central 
position  where  they  may  be  availalDle  for  the  greatest  number  of  pur- 
poses. Corinth  is,  in  my  judgment,  an  important  strategical  point,  as 
it  is  not  only  connected  by  rail  with  all  the  places  above  indicated, 
but  is  only  a day’s  march  from  the  Tennessee  River.  This  latter  fact, 
taken  in  connection  with  the  enemy’s  command  of  the  water,  would, 
however,  suggest  that  the  troops  there  should  form  an  intrenched 
camp  to  prevent  disaster  from  a sudden  dash. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  LOVELL, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


[February  12,  1862. — For  Lovell  to  Benjamin,  in  reference  to  re- 
enforcements for  Columbus,  Ky.,  see  Series  I,  Yol.  VI,  p.  825.] 


Nashville,  February  13,  1^62. 

J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War: 

The  following  telegram  from  General  Floyd  contains  the  latest  infor- 
mation from  Fort  Donelson : 

Februaky  13. 

The  day  is  closed,  and  we  have  maintained  ourselves  fully  by  land  and  water.  The 
cannonade  at  one  time  was  quite  sharp.  The  attack  on  our  trenches  was  not  very 


Chap.XVIL]  correspondence,  etc. CONFEDERATE.  879 

severe.  The  gunboats,  after  two  assaults,  retired  at  an  early  hour  in  the  evening.  I 
presume  battle  will  be  fought  to-morrow.  We  will  endeavor  to  hold  our  position  if 
we  are  capable  of  doing  so.  Our  casualties  are  not  great ; the  enemy’s,  I have  no 
doubt,  are  much  greater. 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 

Brigadier-  General. 

A.  S.  JOHNSTOi^^, 
General,  G.  S.  Army. 


General  Cooper: 


Gladbsville,  February  13,  1862. 


General  : I have  no  news  to  communicate  particularly.  The  coun- 
try people  say  the  enemy  has  certainly  6,000  men  at  Piketqn. 

I have  ordered  Captain  Witcher  to  take  his  company  over  to  the 
Louisa  Fork  of  Sandy,  and  to  watch  the  country  between  Grundy  and 
Piketon,  and  to  give  me  information  should  the  enemy  undertake  to 
advance  into  Virginia. 

I have  directed  Captain  Jeffress  to  bring  the  horses  of  his  battery 
forward,  and  to  take  the  field  pieces  (six  in  number)  from  Pound  Gap 
behind  Clinch  Eiver.  They  have  no, company  to  man  them,  no  horses 
to  draw  them,  and  there  they  are  exposed  to  danger  without  the  possi- 
bility of  doing  service.  I propose  to  transport,  if  possible,  all  the  public 
stores  behind  Clinch  Eiver,  yet  to  hold  Pound  Gap  as  long  as  possible 
with  the  force  now  there.  It  is  as  much  as  I shall  be  able  to  do  to  sub- 
sist the  men.  My  commissary  being  ill  with  typhoid  fever,  I have  taken 
the  responsibility  myself  of  sending  out  agents  to  make  purchases  of 
supplies  in  the  counties  below  me.  If  I can  weather  the  storm  for  a 
few  days  I shall  hope  to  have  supplies  on  hand.  I have  requested 
Jefferson  Higginbottom,  esq.,  of  Tazewell  County,  Virginia,  resident 
at  Liberty  Hill,  to  permit  me  to  nominate  him  for  Major  Hawes’  place 
as  commissary  of  brigade,  but  have  not  heard  from  him  as  yet.  I ex- 
pect the  return  of  my  courier  every  hour. 

I regret  to  say  the  exposure  incident  to  my  late  march  in  Kentucky 
is  telling  strongly  upon  my  men.  Lieutenant  Tribble,  of  Stoner’s  com- 
pany, died  a few  days  since.  Private  Shawhaw  and  several  others  of 
the  mounted  battalion  have  died.  Colonel  Trigg  has  lost  5 and  Colo- 
nel Moore  2.  Colonel  Williams  has  lost  10  men,  of  disease.  I have  in 
hospital ‘here  now  119. 


I am,  &c., 


H.  MAESHALL, 

Brigadier-  Gen  era  1.  ' 


Kashville,  February  14,  1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin: 

Your  dispatch  of  8th  instant  received.  General  Buckner  was  en- 
gaged with  enemy  yesterday  j is  in  his  presence  to-day,  aud  most  prob- 
ably engaged.  I cannot  detach  him.  General  Chalmers  is  in  command 
of  troops  between  Memphis  and  Tennessee  Elver,  and  cannot  be  spared 
now.  I hope  you  will  send  a suitable  commander  for  East  Tennessee 
from  ihe  East. 

A.  S.  JOHKSTON, 

General. 
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Edgefield,  February  14,  [1862]. 

General  Floyd,  Fort  BoneUon: 

If  you  lose  tlie  fort,  bring  your  troops  to  Nashville  if  possible. 


A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 

General, 


Nashville,  Tenn.,  February  14,  1862. 
Ool.  E.  A.'  Pryor,  Richmond,,  Va. : 

Dear  Colonel  : Your  favor  of  the  9th  instant  has  been  received.* 
I regret  much  that  you  did  not  come  on  from  Lynchburg,  for  the  rumors 
that  you  refer  to  were  all  unfounded,  and  the  matters  General  Johnston 
and  myself  had  to  communicate  through  you  to  the  Government  were 
of  great  importance,  being  to  provide  for  the  very  unfortunate  con- 
tingency now  existing  here.  Moreover  I desired  you  to  see  for  your- 
self and  others  the  exact  condition  of  things  here  in  justice  to  my  own 
self,  for  I am  taking  the  helm  when  the  ship  is  already  in  the  breakers 
and  with  but  few  sailors  to  man.  it.  How  it  is  to  be  extricated  from  its 
present  perilous  condition  Providence  alone  can  determine,  and  unless 
with  its  aid  I can  accomplish  but  little.  My  health,  moreover,  has 
failed  me  ^mpletely  lately.  I was  confined  to  my  room  by  a wretched 
cold  all  the  time  I was  at  Bowling  Green.  It  is  the  most  unfortunate 
thing  that  could  have  happened  to  me,  for  the  loss  of  one  or  tAvo  weeks 
now  is  or  may  be  most  fatal  to  us*  However,  I am  better  now,  and  am 
hurrpng  on  to  my  post  as  fast  as  possible.  We  must  defeat  the  enemy 
somewhere  to  give  confidence  to  our  friends.  Large  depots  of  provis- 
ions, ammunition,  &c.,  ought  to  be  provided  f@r  at  Atlanta,  Montgomery, 
and  elackson.  Miss.,  &c.,  without  loss  of  time,  for  future  contingencies. 
We  must  give  up  some  minor  points  and  concentrate  our  forces  to  save 
the  most  important  ones,  or  we  will  lose  all  of  them  in  succession.  The 
loss  of  Fort  Donelson  (God  grant  it  may  not  fall)  would  be  followed  by 
consequences  too  lamentable  to  be  now  alluded  to. 

General  Johnston  is  doing  his  best,  but  what  can  he  do  agaihst  such 
tremendous  odds  ? Come  Avhat  may,  however,  we  must  present  a bold 
front  and  stout  hearts  to  the  invaders  of  our  country. 

In  haste,  yours,  trulv  and  sincerely, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Nashville,  February  14,  1862. 

General  Polk: 

The  following  dispatch  just  received  from  Fort  Donelson : 

We  have  just  had  the  fiercest  fight  on  record  between  oiir  guns  and  two  gunboats, 
which  lasted  two  hours.  They  reached  within  less  than  200  yards  of  our  batteries. 
We  drove  them  back,  damaging  two  of  them  badly  and  crippled  a third  very  badly. 
No  damage  done  to  our  battery  and  not  a man  kiUed. 

GID.  J.  PILLOW, 

• Commander. 

N.  WICKLIFFE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


*Not  foun^. 
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Headquarters, 
Nashville^  February  14,  18C2. 

To  the  Commandant  of  *tiie  Post  at  Clarksville,  Tenn.  : ’ 
You  will  at  once  take  i)roper  steps  to  have  the  railroad  bridges  over 
Elk  Fork  and  Whippoorwill,  between  State  Line  and  Eussellville,  burned 
up.  Let  no  delay  occur. 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 
General^  C.  S.  Army. 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Edgefield.,  February  14,  18G2. 

Major-Gleneral  Hardee,  Commanding: 

I inclose  copies  of  dispatches  from  General  Floyd.  You  will  perceive 
the  necessity  of  hastening  your  march  as  much  as  possible.  It  must  be 
continued  day  and  night  until  the  army  crosses  the  Cumberland.  Let 
it  be  knowm  that  the  object  is  to  secure  the  crossing  of  the  Cumberland 
and  no  apprehension  of  the  enemy  in  rear.  You  will  thus  preserve 
their  morale.  This  order  must  be  communicated  to  the  rear  of  the 
column,  and  cavalry  must  be  left  in  rear  to  assist  the  sick  and  bring  up 
stragglers. 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Edgefield,  February  14,  1862. 
Major-General  Hardee,  Bowling  Green,  Ky. : 

The  general  regards  it  important  that  the  column  should  be  concen- 
trated here  as  rapidly  as  is  consistent  with  an  orderly  march,  and  hopes 
that  your  arrangements  will  be  such  that  the  troops  longest  held  at 
Bowling  Green  to  forward  supplies  may  reach  this  place  as  early  as  their 
baggage  wagons.  He  wislies  you  to  guard  against  accident  by  putting 
two  days’  provisions  for  them  in  the  train. 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


WooDBURN,  Ky.,  February  14,  1862 — 10  p.  m. 
General  A.  Sidney  Johnston: 

I left  Bowling  Green  to-day  at  3.30.  At  12  m.  the  enemy  appeared 
with  artillery,  three  pieces,  I think,  on  Baker’s  Hill,  and  opened  fire 
on  the  town,  and  especially  the  depot.  We  were  comj)elled  to  abandon 
the  depot,  which  was  subsequently  burned.  We  retired  at  once  and  in 
perfect  order.  I shall  move  on  as  rapidly  as  possible.  I particularly 
desire  that  you  send  a train  to  Franklin  to  receive  my  sick  and  extra 
baggage  to-morrow  morning.  It  should  be  there  at  6 a.  m.  The  enemy 
has  crossed  the  Barren,  suiiposed  on  pontoon  bridge;  force  not  known. 
Have  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 

Major-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

The  operator  at  Franklin  informs  me  there  are  three  empty  trains 
ihere. 

OPEEATOE,  Nashville. 
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Headquarters  Western  Department, 

EdgeJieldj  February  14,  1862. 
Major-General  Crittenden,  C.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Chestnut  Mound : 

The  general  requires  that  every  exertion  be  made,  day  and  night,  until 
you  have  ascertained  the  position  and  the  strength  and  the  direction  of 
the  march  of  General  Thomas,  JJ.  S.  Army.  Eeport  by  the  promptest 
means  in  your  power. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Edgefield,  Tenn.,  February  14,  1862. 

Major-General  Crittenden, 

Commanding  Chestnut  Mound,  Tenn.: 

General  : General  Johnston  orders  you  to  move  without  delay  on 
Nashville,  halting  within  10  miles  of  the  city  and  reporting.  Leave* a 
rear  guard  of  cavalry  to  protect  the  stores  that  you  cannot  move  with 
your  command.  Let  them  get  information  of  the  enemy. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Franklin,  February  14,  1862. 

General  Johnston: 

Enemy  have  BakeFs  Hill,  throwing  shell  all  over  town.  General 
Hardee  will  probably  be  down  on  the  train  which  follows  the  train  I 
came  on.  Had  no  notice  of  their  approach  till  shells  exploded  at  depot. 
They  were  reported  to  be  3,000  infantry,  260  cavalry.  They  are  sup- 
posed to  be  the  three  regiments  infantry,  battalion  cavalry,  with  artil- 
lery, that  w^ere  reported  as  approaching  via  Tompkinsville  three  days 
ago.  Shells  about  10  inches  diameter. 

MAESHALL. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  C.  S.  Troops, 

No.  1.  1 lulca.  Miss,,  February  14,  1862. 

In  pursuance  of  an  order  this  day  received  from  General  A.  S.  John- 
ston, commanding  Western  Department,  Brig.  Gen.  James  E.  Chalmers 
assumes  command  of  all  the  Confederate  States  troops  between  Mem- 
phis and  Tennessee  Eiver. 

JAMES  E.  CHALMEES, 

Brigadier- General, 


[February  15,  1862. — For  Bragg  to  Benjamin,  in  reference  to  oper- 
ations in  Kentucky,  &c.,  see  Series  I,  Yol.  YI,  p.  826.] 
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Executive  Department, 
Nashville^  Tenn.^  February  15,  1862. 

General  Johnston: 

My  Dear  Sir  : General  Pillow’s  dispatch  after  the  battle  of  to-day 
shows  that  the  enemy  is  being  re-enforced  and  will  probably  attack  ns 
again.  (A  coi)y  of  this  dispatch  the  operator  informs  me  he  sent  to  you.) 

Will  you  iiardon  me,  my  dear  sir,  for  suggesting  and  respectfully 
urging  the  immediate  re-enforcement  of  our  gallant  and  glorious  little 
army  there  to  the  extent  of  our  ability.  A few  thousand  men  thrown 
to  their  aid  immediately  may  turn  the  scale  and  make  our  victory  com- 
jilete  and  triumphant. 

If  there  is  anything  that  State  authorities  can  do  to  aid  this  or  any 
other  matter  they  are  at  your  command. 

Eespectfully, 

ISHAM  G.  HARRIS. 


Edgefield,  Tenn.,  February  15,  1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin: 

I learn  15,000  arms  have  run  the  blockade  on  the  steamship  Victoria 
at  New  Orleans.  I request  that  they  may  be  immediately  sent  to  me 
at  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  where  there  will  be  an  agent  to  receive 
them,  suggesting  that  they  may  be  placed  in  charge  of  sj)ecial  mes- 
senger, with  power  to  impress  all  passenger  locomotives  on  the  rail- 
roads, by  which  means  they  can  be  sent  in  less  than  half  the  time  that 
freight  engines  would  deliver  them.  I also  wish  to  ascertain  what  kind 
of  guns  they  are,  their  caliber  and  character,  so  as  to  have  xiroper  am- 
munition prepared  here  at  Nashville  by  the  time  they  arrive.  The  men 
to  use  them  can  be  found,  and  in  the  iiresent  emergency  they  may  be  of 
vital  importance. 

I am,  sir,  very  resxiectfullv, 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 

General^  C.  8.  Army, 


Edgefield,  February  15,  1862 — 11.30  p.  m. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin: 

I earnestly  request  that  the  arms  may  be  immediately  sent  from  New 
Orleans  which  I mentioned  in  my  dispatch  this  evening. 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON. 


Gladesville,  Ya.,  February  15,  1862. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

General  : I have  information  now  which  renders  it  certain  that  the 
enemy  contemplates  a movement  into  Virginia  by  assailing  the  line  of 
the  mountains  in  several  xilaces  simultaneously.  In  the  execution  of 
this  imrpose  he  is  busy,  using  the  navigation  of  the  Sandy  for  the  pur- 
l)ose  of  collecting  sui)X)lies  at  Piketon,  and  is  pressing  his  trooxis  there 
as  rapidly  as  he  can.  I hear  from  the  scouts  that  only  1,600  had  arrived 
at  Piketon  at  the  first  of  this  week,  and  that  (dher  cor])s  are  at  Pres- 
tonburg,  Paintsville,  Louisa,  and  Catlettsburg ; that  the  column  in- 
tended to  be  emx)loyed  is  12,000  j and  that  the  Pound  Gai>  and  the 
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Wytheville  road  are  designed  to  be  the  paths  of  the  invasion.  Of 
course  the  Salt  Works  and  the  railroad  are  the  objects  of  the  enemy. 

I send  yon  a letter  receiv  ed  by  Colonel  Williams  yesterday  from  Pike- 
ton,  as  he  says,  “one  part  written  by  a lady  and  the  other  by  a gen- 
tleman, both  reliable;  also  Major  Tliompson^s  report  as  from  a scout 
belonging  to  AVilliams’  regiment.  You  can  form  an  opinion  from  these 
as  to  the  intent  and  state  of  preparation  of  the  enemy  and  as  to  the 
absolute  necessity  of  sending  forward,  men  and  supplies. 

I have  had  great  delicacy  in  ordering  anything  since  I recrossed  the 
mountains.  I supx>ose  my  force  is  in  the  geographical  district  of  some 
other  commander,  and  that  it  is  x)roper  that  the  regulations  x^roper  to 
be  prescribed  for  the  intercourse  of  the  peoxile  in  Virginia  and  Ken- 
tucky with  each  other  ov^er  the  lines  of  the  mountains  should  come  from 
the  commanding  officer.  It  is  true  Piketon  and  Pound  Gap  are  both 
on  that  indefinite  frontier  to  which  I was  assigned  with  a seiiarate 
command,  yet  indeed  I am  ignorant  of  the  extent  of  territory  over 
which,  under  the  orders,  1 should  attempt  control.  I am  satisfied  the 
enemy  should  be  driv^en  to  the  Ohio  Eiver  and  out  of  the  Kentucky 
mountains,  but  I cannot  add  emx)hasis  to  what  I have  already  written 
on  that  i^oint. 

As  to  sux)xfiies,  they  can  be  had  by  bringing  them  50  miles  in  suffi- 
cient quantity  to  subsist  5,000  or  10,000  infantrj^  until  1st  May,  for  the 
latter,  say,  12,000  bushels  of  corn  and  5,000  bushels  of  wheat,  and  this 
will  cost  at  the  point  of  purchase,  say,  $15,000  or  $16,000 ; also  some 
500,000  xiounds  of  meat,  besides  fresh  beef,  &c.  The  transportation 
should  be  x^ut  at  tbe  minimum.  The  organization  of  an  effective  col- 
umn of  resistance  should  be  begun  at  once,  and  the  lines  should  be 
manned  so  as  to  mask  our  intentions  until  we  are  ready  to  strike,  unless 
he  strikes  first. 

This  matter  has  to  be  attended  to  sooner  or  later.  Is  it  not  best  it 
should  be  done  on  my  xfian*?  Behind  Clinch  Eiver  supplies  could 
easily  reach  a camp  of  prexiaration,  which  can  be  located  so  as  to  cover 
both  roads  and  the  Salt  Works,  should  you  be  unable  to  send  forward 
men  to  do  tlie  work  immediately.  Between  Piketon  and  CumbeiTand 
Gax)  you  must  have  a division.  If  we  can  go  down  into  Kentucky  we 
can  get  men.  I am  sure  of  it,  and  I am  so  informed ; I cannot  be  mis- 
taken ; but  we  must  ox^en  the  ways  for  them  to  come  out  to  me  or  they 
cannot  come;  and  when  we  go  we  must  have  arms  to  give  them  or  be 
able  to  send  them  to  a x^oiut  where  they  can  be  sux^plied  with  arms. 

I x^resume  you  have  seen  Col.  E.  C.  Trigg,  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Vir- 
ginia Volunteers,  as  he  left  his  camxi  when  his  regiment  crossed  Clinch 
Eiver  and  it  is  said  has  gone  to  Eichmond.  His  object  was  to  obtain 
clothing  for  his  men,  though  he  left  without  my  leave.  I have  no  hope 
of  X) reserving  any  Virginia  regiment  in  this  difficult  and  unwelcome 
service  after  the  success  of  the  Fifty-sixth  Eegiment  in  getting  away 
from  it.  I do  think,  however,  when  the  frontier  of  Virginia  herself  is 
the  line  of  contest,  her  sons  had  as  well  take  the  snows  of  her  mountains 
as  any  other  troox)s.  A good  many  of  Colonel  Williams’  men  have  de- 
serted rather  than  cross  the  Cumberland  Eange  and  come  out  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

I have  prohibited  the  disbursing  officers  of  this  command  from  giving 
more  than  75  cents  x^er  bushel  for  corn,  40  cents  for  shelled  oats,  $i 
for  wheat,  rye,  or  barley.  I have  directed  that  where  there  is  a surx)lus 
beyond  the  wants  of  the  farmer,  that  surx)lus  shall  be  taken,  if  not  sold, 
at  the  x)rices  above  stated,  and  a certificate  left  of  the  amount  taken, 
so  that  the  Department  or  Congress  may  fix  the  rate  of  “just  compen- 
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sation”  to  wliich  the  party  may  be  entitled.  This  must  be  done  or  we 
must  submit  to  extortion. 

Men  feeding  cattle  near  the  road  to  Pound  Gap  I have  directed  to 
take  their  stock  elsewhere,  and  I have  levied  on  all  their  hay,  grass, 
and  small  grain,  wliich  public  animals  will  want  on  our  line  of  march. 
There  are  men  feeding  hogs  and  cattle  yet  in  Scott  and  Lee  Counties 
under  the  hope  of  realizing  high  prices  in  the  spring  and  summer  for 
these  from  the  Army.  If  I had  the  command,  I would  seize  and  bacon 
all  their  hogs  and  beef,  or  I would  make  them  carry  it  south  of  the  rail- 
road. They  are  getting  all  the  supplies  out  of  our  way  under  the  hope 
of  future  private  gain  and  they  should  be 'stopped  at  once.  There  are 
neighborhoods  between  this  and  Pil^eton  as  unsound  as  any  part  of 
Northwest  Virginia.  They  must  be  thrown  behind  declared  lines,  and 
indeed  if  the  able-bodied  men  do  not  enlist  they  should  be  drafted  or 
comi^elled  to  go  south  of  the  railroad.  The  enemy  must  not  find  guides 
and  spies  here  as  he  did  in  Kentucky,  or  he  will  have  all  advantages, 
and  will  advance  with  confidence  if  not  success. 

The  snow  is  now  6 inches  deep  here  and  yet  falling  rapidly. 

I presume  my  letters  reach  your  regularly;  if  not,  please  advise  me. 
I ho])e  you  will  take  the  condition  of  affairs  in  this  quarter  into  instant 
consideration.  I am  ready  to  do  all  an  ofiicer  can  do,  but  I cannot  resist 
an  army  unless  I have  force  to  act  with.  Colonels  Trigg  and  Moore 
and  Captain  Jeffress  are  all  farther  from  me  than  the  enemy  is.  I shall 
order  them  to  return  as  soon  as  I can  collect  here  supplies  to  feed  them, 
which  duty  now  engages  my  attention,  as  I have  neither  quartermaster 
nor  commissary  in  the  field  for  duty. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  MAESHALL, 
Brigadier-  General, 


[Inclosure  No.  1.] 


Camp  at  the  Pound, 

February  14,  1862. 

General  Humphrey  Marshall,  Gladesville: 

General:  1 send  you  inclosed  a letter  that  I have  received  from 
Piketon.  It  was  written  on  last  Tuesday  at  Piketon.  One  part  was 
written  by  a lady  and  the  other  by  a gentleman  living  in  Piketon.  I 
know  them  both  and  they  are  both  reliable. 

Yours,  truly, 

JNO.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Colonel^  (fic. 

[Subinclosure.] 


Dear  Friend  : I received  your  note  to-day,  and  was  glad  to  hear 
from  you.  The  Union  men  are  here.  They  have  a force  of  three  regi- 
ments ; they  are  increasing  daily.  They  are  going  to  the  Pound  Gap. 
Tell  father  and  brother  Harrison  to  stay  away  from  here,  to  stay  out 
of  this  State,  for  they  are  scouting  all  the  time.  Tell  father  mother  is 
well  and  treated  well.  Tell  father  not  to  be  uneasy  about  us,  but  take 
care  of  himself  and  not  stay  up  there  anywhere.  Show  this  to  him. 

Your  friend, 

[Not  signed.] 


From  all  we  can  find  out  they  are  going  to  the  Pound  Gap  with  a 
large  force,  and  they  think  that  the  Southern  soldiers  have  only  volun- 
teered for  six  months,  and  then  they  will  not  join  any  more,  and  then 


886  OPERATIONS  IN  KY.,  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  S.  W.  VA.  [Chap.  XVll. 

our  forces  will  be  so  weak  tbat  they  can  march  in.  They  intend  attack- 
ing several  points  at  the  same  time.  They  have  forces  all  the  [way] 
from  the  Ohio  Eiver  here.  They  have  provisions — any  amount.  The 
steamboats  are  running;  four  and  five;  are  very  large. 

[Kot  signed.] 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Pound  Gap,  Wise  County,  Va., 

February  14,  18G2. 

Brig.  Gen.  Humphrey  Marshall, 

Headquarters^  Gladesville^  Wise  County^  Ya,: 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  from  reliable  source,  one  of  Colonel 
Williams’  men,  who  just  came  from  near  Prestonburg,  stales  the  enemy 
about  1,600  at  Piketon  and  3,000  at  Paintsville  and  Prestonburg.  They 
intend  to  concentrate  a large  force  at  Piketon  to  enter  Virginia  by  the 
Louisa  route  and  this  point.  They  have  brought  large  supplies  to  all 
of  those  points ; the  number  they  intend  for  the  column  is  12,000.  Their 
design  is  to  destroy  the  Salt  Works  and  the  railroad;  the  cavalry  is  on 
the  Eockhouse. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHK  B.  THOMPSOlSr, 

Major^  Virginia  Volunteers, 


[February  16,  1862. — For  Benjamin  to  Lovell,  in  reference  to  arms 
and  re-enforcements  for  Kentucky,  &c.,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  VI,  p.  827.] 


Eichmond,  February  16,  1862. 
General  A.  Sidney  Johnston,  Nashville : 

I know  not  what  arms  are  on  the  Victoria.  I have  ordered  General 
Lovell  to  forward  them  all  to  Grand  Junction,  subject  to  your  order, 
under  care  of  a special  agent,  and  to  inform  you  by  telegraph  of  all 
particulars. 

J.  P.  BEKJAMIK, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Edgefield,  February  16,  1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War^  Richmond^  Va, : 

Ho  not  send  me  the  arms  I requested  yesterday  until  I name  some 
other  place. 

A.  S.  JOHKSTOK, 

General, 


February  16,  1862. 

Capt.  H.  P.  Buckner,  Clarhsville: 

Do  not  destroy  the  railroad  bridge.  Do  not  destroy  the  army  stores, 
&c.,  if  their  destruction  will  endanger  the  city.  If  you  can  burn  the 
army  stores,  &c.,  without  destroying  the  city,  do  it. 

A.  S.  JOHKSTOK. 
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Executive  Headquarters, 
Nashville^  Ten7i.^  February  IG,  18G2. 

Colonel  Claiborne  : 

You  will  call  out  the  entire  force  under  your  command  and  apply  to 
the  military  storekeeper  at  the  capital  for  arms.  When  armed,  call 
upon  the  ordnance  officer  at  Nashville  for  ammunition  and  accouter- 
ments, and  hold  your  command  subject  to  the  orders  of  General  John- 
ston. 

Impress  upon  your  soldiery  that  the  Revolution  of  ’76  was  won  by  the 
Tennessee  rifle,  and  that  we  fight  in  defense  of  our  homes  and  all  that 
we  hold  dear. 

By  order  of  Isham  G.  Harris,  Governor,  &c. : 

W.  C.  WHITTHOENE, 

Adjutant-  General, 


Paris,  Februa^'y  16,  1862 — 5 p.  m. 

Major-General  Polk: 

Your  dispatches  ordering  me  to  destroy  the  bridges  and  trestle  be- 
tween Paris  and  Tennessee  River  have  been  received  and  shall  be  exe- 
cuted. Your  order  to  destroy  the  bridge  on  Tennessee  River  bus  also 
been  received. 

The  enemy  burnt  that  bridge  last  night.  There  is  no  mistake  of  this. 
I will  execute  your  orders  fully. 

J.  H.  MILLER, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel, 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Edgefield^  February  16,  1862 — 5.35  a.  m. 

Colonel  Bowen, 

Conmtanding  Head  of  Column : 

General  Johnston  orders  the  march  to  be  resumed  in  the  order  in 
which  the  troops  left  Bowling  Green.  News  from  our  flank  makes  this 
advisable.  Pass  this  order  on  to  the  brigades  in  rear  till  it  reaches 
General  Hardee. 

Respectfully, 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  A dj^itant-  General, 

Provisions  are  at  Manscoe  Creek.  Let  it  be  known  to  the  brigades 
in  rear  of  you. 


Headquarters  District  of  North  Alabam:a, 

Tuscumbiaj  February  16,  1862. 

Maj.  W.  W.  Mackall, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Dept,  of  General  A.  8.  Johnston  : 
Major  : On  the  14th  I addressed  you  a communication  and  directed 
it  to  Bowling  Green,  not  having  then  heard  of  its  evacuation  by  Gen- 
eral Johnston.  Fearing  that  it  may  not  reach  you,  I repeat  substanti- 
ally its  contents.  General  Bragg,  commanding  the  Department  of  West 
Florida  and  Alabama,  has  created  this  district  and  assigned  me  to  its 
command.  The  object  of  General  Bragg  in  sending  me  here  was  to 
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defend  the  Upper  Tennessee  and  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Eailroad 
and  its  connections;  but  with  the  district  as  now  organized  it  is  impos- 
sible to  adopt  any  system  of  defenses  at  all  commensurate  with  the 
magnitude  of  the  interests  involved.  It  is  not  only  the  Tennessee  Eivei 
ui^  to  this  point  Vv^hich  is  threatened,  but  also  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Eailroad  and  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Eoad,  which  intersects 
the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Eoad  at  Corinth,  Miss.  These  roads  con- 
stitute tlie  vertebrm  of  the  Confederacy,  but  with  this  district  as  now 
limited  I have  no  control  of  that  portion  of  Mississipj^i  and  Tennessee 
through  which  these  roads  run,  nor  of  that  portion  of  Tennessee  lying 
on  the  Tennessee  Eiver  from  which  these  roads  may  be  approached. 
The  portions  of  Mississippi  and  Tennessee  referred  to  lie  within  the 
department  of  General  Johnston.  I therefore  respectfully  and  urgently 
suggest  that  the  counties  of  Tishomingo  and  TiT)X)ah,  in  Mississippi,  and 
the  counties  of  Wayne,  Hardin,  and  McISTairy,  in  Tennessee,  be  added 
to  my  district,  so  that  I may  be  able  to  direct  and  control  the  military 
operations  in  those  counties. 

A large  proportion  of  the  population  of  the  counties  of  Hardin  and 
Wayne  is  in  sympathy  with  the  enemy,  and  either  Savannah  or  Ham- 
burg, in  Tennessee,  or  Eastport,  in  Mississippi,  will  be  made  the  base 
of  his  operations. 

The  only  troops  so  far  assigned  to  me  by  General  Bragg  are  one 
regiment  of  infantry  and  one  regiment  of  cavalry.  The  inadequacy  of 
this  force  is  patent  to  observation,  and  I trust  that  General  Johnston, 
appreciating,  as  I doubt  not  he  does,  the  importance  of  this  position, 
will  at  once  send  me  an  additional  force ; and  in  this  connection  I would 
respectfully  request  that  an  engineer  officer  of  experience  and  ability 
be  sent  to  me. 

I am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

. L.  P.  WALKEE, 
Brigadier- General j Commanding, 


Eichmond,  February  16,  1862. 
Colonel  Leadbetter,  Knoxville^  Tenn.: 

Proceed  to  Cumberland  Gap  with  all  the  force  which  can  be  spared 
ffom  guarding  the  railroad  to  re-enforce  Colonel  Eains.  Forces  are  on 
tlie  way  to  Knoxville  from  here,  care  of  Colonel  Vance,  commanding 
Knoxville. 

S.  COOPEE, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 


Eichmond,  February  16,  1862. 
Col.  E.  B.  Vance,  Knoxville^  Tenn.: 

Send  all  the  troops  you  can,  without  delay,  to  re-enforce  Colonel 
Eains.  Other  regiments  are  on  their  way  to  Knoxville,  and  you  will 
have  large  re-enforcements  within  a few  days.  Keep  only  the  smallest 
guard  consistent  with  safety  at  Knoxville,  and  send  tEe  rest  by  forced 
marches  to  re-enforce  Eains. 

J.  P.  BEKJAMIK, 

Secretary  of  War, 
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Columbus,  Ky.,  February  17, 1862. 

Brigadier-General  Euggles  : 

1 am  aware  of  tlie  order  yon  have  received  from  General  Johnston. 
My  information  is  such  that  I know  there  is  no  danger  of  attack  from 
any  point  on  the  Tennessee  Eiver. 

General  Johnston  is  reported  to  have  abandoned  Nashville  and  to  be 
retreating  to  Chattanooga. 

I am  just  in  receii>t  of  a dispatch  from  General  Beauregard,  who  has 
not  yet  assumed  command  here,  tliat  yon  ought  not  to  go  to  Nashville. 
I therefore  order  you  to  move  to  this  post  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

A copy  of  this  dispatch  will  be  sent  to  General  Johnston  and  Gen- 
eral Beauregard.  Answer. 

L.  POLK, 

‘ Major-General, 


Jackson,  Tenn.,  February  17,  1862. 

Daniel  Euggles, 

Commanding  Louisiana  Volunteers^  Corinth^  Miss. : 

Please  report  to  General  Polk.  The  general  [Beauregard]  is  unable 
to  assume  command. 

THOMAS  JOED  AN, 

Adjutant-  General, 


Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  February  17,  1862. 

J.  P.  Benjamin: 

The  Kentucky  line  of  defenses  has  been  lost,  with  a large  part  of 
our  army.  The  line  from  Memphis  to  Virginia  must  now  be  defended 
at  all  hazards.  To  do  this  we  must  have  armies  at  Corinth  and  Knox- 
ville. To  supply  these  armies,  what  remains  of  Johnston’s  forces,  Co- 
lumbus, the  Gulf,  the  seaboard,  and  Virginia  must  be  drawn’;  better 
lose  the  seaboard  than  this  line.  The  Memphis  and  Charleston  Eoad  is 
the  vertebrae  of  the  Confederacy,  and  there  are  no  troops  for  its  defense. 
In  a week  the  enemy  can  threaten  it  from  Eastport,  within  8 miles,  and 
Hamburg,  within  22  miles,  with  50,000  men,  unless  large  forces  are  im- 
mediately sent  to  its  protection.  The  people  will  abandon  the  country 
to  the  occupation  of  the  enemy. 

With  great  respect  I suggest  these  views,  and  urgently  ask  for  im- 
mediate action. 

L.  P.  WALKEE, 
Brigadier- General, 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Fdgejieldy  February  [17,  1862]. 

Major-General  Crittenden, 

Commanding  Chestnut  Mound: 

General  Johnston  directs  you  to  move  your  command  to  Murfrees- 
borough  (instead  of  Nashville)  without  delay.  Press  all  the  wagons 
you  need.  Port  Donelsou  has  fallen,  and  General  Floyd’s  army  is  cap- 
tured after  a gallant  defense. 

Eespectfully, 

W.  W.  MACKALL. 
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[February  18, 1862. — For  Benjamin  to  Bragg,  in  reference  to  opera- 
tions in  Kentucky,  &c.,  see  Series  T,  Vol.  Yl,  pp.  827,  828.] 


Eichmond,  Ya.,  February  18,  1862. 
General  A.  Sidney  Johnston,  Yas/m/Zc; 

Send  such  information  of  your  present  condition  and  intended  move- 
ments as  will  enable  us  to  give  you  all  the  aid  in  our  power.  Send  fur- 
ther details  of  the  affair  at  Fort  Donelson. 

J.  P:  BENJAMIK, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Kashville,  February  18,  1862. 

(Yia  Chattanooga,  19th.) 

President  Davis  : 

General  Johnston  left  to-day  for  Murfreesborough.  The  army  in 
retreat  for  that  place.  I will  send  your  dispatch  to  him  by  special 
courier.  Moving  our  stores  from  this  place. 

W.  J.  HAEDEE, 

Major-  General, 


Jackson,  Tenn.,  February  18,  1862. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General^  Richmond^  Ya.: 

Columbus,  with  present  defensive  resources,  must  meet  the  fate  of 
Fort  Donelson,  with  the  loss  of  the  entire  army,  as  all  ways  of  retreat 
by  rail  and  river  can  be  cut  off*  by  the  enemy’s  superior  force  from  Ten- 
nessee Elver;  a hazard  contrary  to  the  art  of  war.  Therefore  should 
now  decide  whether  to  hold  Columbus  to  the  last  extremity,  with  its 
garrison  (say  3,500  men),  withdrawing  other  forces  for  subsequent  use, 
or  the  evacuation  of  the  place  and  new  defensive  positions  taken.  My 
health  is  too  feeble  to  authorize  me  to  assume  command,  but  I shall 
advise  with  General  Polk. 

G.  T.  B. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  Louisiana  Yolunteers, 

Corinth^  Miss.^  February  18,  1862. 

Major-General  Polk,  Columbus^  Fjy,: 

Your  dispatch  of  17th  received  a few  moments  since.  The  Seven- 
teenth and  Eighteenth  Louisiana  Yolunteers  will  be  halted  at  the 
Grand  Junction,  ready  to  proceed  to  Columbus,  Ky.  The  Sixteenth 
and  Nineteenth  Louisiana  Yolunteers  will  be  in  readiness  to  proceed 
from  this  point. 

The  latest  intelligence  from  Nashville  is  annexed  for  your  informa- 
tion. 

If  General  Johnston  does  not  cover  the  Tennessee  Eiver  the  enemy 
will  get  into  possession  of  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Eailroad,  with 
open  communication  to  Mobile,  Memphis,  and  New  Orleans. 
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Shall  I intrench  and  defend  the  crossings  at  Florence  and  Decatur 
or  join  you  at  once?  Please  answer. 

DANIEL  KUGGLES, 

Brigadier- General j C.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Troops, 

[To  accompany  telegram  to  Major-General  Polk.J 

I have  not  had  Nashville  operator  to-day.  Stevenson  says  he  heard 
him  this  morning ) they  were  expecting  Eederals  every  hour.  General 
Johnston’s  army  all  this  side  river. 

Pillow  and  Floyd  were  at  Nashville  yesterday,  and  good  many  of 
our  Fort  Douelson  men  had  reached  there. 

We  had  about  5,000  men  surrendered  at  Fort  Douelson  with  Gen- 
eral Buckner. 

TUSCUMBIA  OPEEATOR. 


Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  Louisiana  Volunteers, 

Corinth,  Miss.,  February  18,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  Sidney  Johnston, 

Murfreeshorough,  Tenn. : 

I reported  yesterday  my  arrival.  Two  regiments  of  troops  had  then 
arrived  and  two  more  are  near  at  hand. 

I have  received  orders  from  General  Polk  to  proceed  to  Columbus, 
Ky.,  as  General  Beauregard  is  unable  to  assume  command. 

The  general  (Polk)  is  not  aware  of  your  movements,  and  I am  desir- 
ous to  know  your  instructions  respecting  my  brigade,  as  there  may  be 
time  before  I can  move. 

If  the  enemy  reaches  the  Charleston  and  Memphis  Railroad  he  can 
move  on  Mobile,  Memphis,  and  New  Orleans.  Please  answer. 

DANIEL  RUGGLES, 

Brigadier-General,  G.  8.  Army,  Commanding  Brigade, 


Circular.]  Headquarters  C.  S.  Troops, 

luha.  Miss.,  February  18,  1862. 

The  general  commanding  has  been  deeply  mortified  to  hear  from  the 
citizens  that  we  came  to  protect  complaints  that  some  of  the  troops  of 
this  command  had  been  guilty  of  the  most  disgraceful  plundering  of 
private  property  j that  chickens  had  been  stolen,  hogs  had  been  killed, 
a horse  wantonly  stabbed,  private  gardens  robbed.  Such  conduct  is 
disgraceful  in  itself,  unworthy  of  Southern  soldiers,  and  only  equaled 
by  the  marauding  hordes  that  are  invading  our  soil.  It  is  hoped  that 
such  things  may  not  occur  again  in  future,  but  if  ever  they  should,  it 
is  enjoined  not  only  upon  all  officers,  but  upon  all  good  men  also,  to 
ferret  out  and  expose  to  ignominy  and  punishment  the  guilty  parties, 
whose  conduct  when  unexposed  brings  down  common  disgrace  upon 
all.  The  patriot  soldier  who  has  left  all  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of 
home  to  battle  for  his  eountry’s  rights  will  be  exposed  to  suspicion  and 
must  bear  his  portion  of  the  common  disgrace.  It  therefore  behooves 
him  above  all  others  to  assist  in  detecting  the  guilty. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  R.  Chalmers : 

ADDISON  CRAFT, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Eiciimond,  Va.,  February  19,  1862. 
General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  Jaclcson,  Tenn.: 

Your  dispatch  to  General  Cooper  received.  Evacuation  decided  on. 
Select  defensive  position  below.  Look  to  safety  of  artillery  and  muni- 
tions. A fleet  of  boats  should  promiitly  be  sent  from  Memphis  or 
other  point  to  aid  the  movement. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War, 


General  Johnston: 


Nashville,  [February]  19,  1862. 


The  enemy  landed  at  Clarksville  from  three  gunboats  at  half-past 
four  o’clock  to-day. 


JOHN  B.  ELOYD, 

Brigadier- General, 


Eiciimond,  February  19,  1862. 
Col.  D.  Leadbetter,  Knoxville,  Tenn. : 

Move  the  regiment  to  a point  on  the  railroad  convenient  for  marching 
to  the  Gap,  and  hold  them  there  unless  re-enforcements  are  required  at 
the  Gap.  An  agent  was  sent  from  here  on  the  13th  to  attend  to  the 
matter  of  bacon  at  Knoxville.  We  wait  to  receive  his  report. 

S.  COOPEE, 

Adjutaiit  and  Inspector  General, 


Gladesville,  February  19,  1862. 

[General  S.  Cooper,] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Ya. : 

General  : 1 send  you  the  reports  received  this  morning  just  before 
day.  Yesterday  it  was  said  the  enemy  had  all  left  Piketon  to  go  down 
the  river,  and  1 requested  a friend  in  Eichmond  to  say  so  to  you.  1 did 
not  then  credit  that  report,  and  a day  brings  forth  this  most  unsatis- 
factory solution  of  his  movements. 

You  see  Colonel  Williams  says  two  of  his  companies  have  gone  to 
the  head  of  the  Cumberland.  They  are  hunting  corn  to  feed  upon. 
All  the  horses  broken  down  and  distempered  were  sent  off  a week 
since  to  feed  and  be  recruited,  and  are  now  near  40  miles  from  the 
wagons.  I am  scouring  this  country  to-day  to  press  horses  to  bring 
away  the  wagons,  intending  to  concentrate  my  forces  behind  Clinch 
Eiver  if  they  can  whip  me  at  Osborne’s  Gap,  which  I think  is  not  un- 
likely at  all.  I have  ordered  Colonels  Trigg  and  Moore  to  move  in  this 
direction,  taking  provisions  on  pack-horses,  and  I have  ordered  Will- 
iams to  resist  the  occupancy  of  Osborne’s  Gap  with  his  regiment,  and 
if  he  has  to  retreat,  to  move  by  the  way  of  the  Crane’s  Nest  back  on 
Guest’s  Station,  where  it  is  to  be  hoped  Trigg  and  Moore  will  join  the 
forces  retreating  from  Pound  Gap. 

I feel,  sir,  that  my  task  is  as  onerous  as  it  is  unwelcome,  and  I mourn 
that  impending  disasters  should  be  the  fate  awaiting  my  administration 
of  this  command. 

I am,  &c., 

H.  MAESHALL, 
Brigadier-  General, 
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Camp  near  the  Pound,  February  18,  1862. 
[General  Humphrey  Marshall,]  Gladesville: 

General  : I send  you  Major  Thompson's  note.  I have  not  a day’s 
supply  of  bread. 

Two  of  my  companies  are  on  head  of  Cumberland.  The  scout  of 
Major  Thomx)Son  is  here ; he  says  the  1,400  mentioned  in  the  note  came 
up  Elkhorn,  and  that  the  main  force  is  coming  up  Shelby,  with  their 
wagons,  &c. 

[WILLIAMS.] 
Pound  Gap,  February  18,  1862. 

Colonel  Williams: 

The  enemy  stays  6 miles  below  Osborne’s  to-night.  My  scouts  just 
came  in  and  gave  me  the  news.  They  aim  to  take  Osborne’s  Gap  to- 
morrow. Send  an  express  to  General  Marshall  j I have  not  a horse,  or 
I would. 

Yours,  truly, 

JOHN  B.  THOMPSON, 
iia/or,  Virginia  Volunteers. 

The  number  below  Osborne  is  1,400 ; they  expect  to  meet  the  main 
body  at  Shelby  Gap.  Be  on  the  alert. 

JOHN  B.  THOMPSON. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 
Richmond^  Fa.,  February  20,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  Leonidas  Polk,  Columbus^  Ky.: 

Sir:  I have  received  your  several  communications  from  Captain 
Williams,  and  he  has  been  detained  a day  or  two,  to  enable  us  to 
obtain  such  information  of  the  late  engagement  at  Fort  Donelson  and 
the  movement  of  our  troops  as  would  authorize  a definite  decision 
as  to  our  future  movements.  We  have  been  disappointed  in  receiv- 
ing reliable  dispatches;  but  yesterday  a telegram  arrived  from  General 
Beauregard  to  the  following  effect: 

Columbus,  with  present  defensive  resources,  must  meet  the  fate  of  Fort  Donelson, 
with  loss  of  entire  army,  as  all  ways  of  retreat  by  rail  and  river  can  be  cut  off  by  the 
enemy’s  sux^erior  forces  from  Tennessee;  a hazard  contrary  to  art  of  war.  Therefore 
should  now  decide  whether  to  hold  Columbus  to  the  last  extremity  with  its  garrison 
(say  3,500  men),  withdrawing  other  forces  for  subsequent  use,  or  the  evacuation  of  the 
place  and  new  defensive  x>ositions  taken.  My  health  is  too  feeble  to  authorize  me  to 
assume  command,  but  I shall  advise  with  General  Polk. 

To  this  dispatch,  communicated  to  us  in  cipher,  I replied,  by  the 
President’s  instructions: 

Evacuation  decided  on.  Select  defensive  position  below.  Look  to  safety  of  artillery 
and  munitions.  A fleet  of  boats  should  x>romx)tly  be  sent  from  Memi)his  to  aid  the 
movement. 

This  correspondence,  which  has  probably  been  communicated  to  you 
by  General  Beauregard,  will  no  doubt  have  already  caused  you  to 
commence  the  movement,  and  I have  nothing  to  add.  I have  only  to 
request  that  you  will,  as  promptly  as  possible,  use  every  endeavor  to 
save  the  cannon  and  munitions  of  war,  which  we  cannot  replace  and 
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cauiiot  afford  to  lose.  Heavy  re-enforcements  from  the  Sonth  will 
reach  you,  and  I suppose  four  or  five  regiments  from  NTew  Orleans 
must  already  be  in  Tennessee,  as  well  as  four  regiments  from  General 
Bragg’s  command,  to  be  further  increased  by  four  regiments  from  this 
neighborhood.  Some  10,000  additional  veteran  troops  will  be  thrown 
forward  from  the  South,  and  no  effort  will  be  spared  to  save  the  line  of 
communication  between  Memphis  and  Bristol,  so  vital  to  our  defense. 

We  have  no  accurate  knowledge  of  the  events  at  Fort  Donelson, 
but  are  satisfied  that  the  resistance  was  glorious.  The  reverse  was, 
unfortunately,  the  case  at  Eoanoke  Island. 

I am,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Murfreesborough,  February  20,  1862. 

General  Johnston: 

The  gunboats  landed  at  Clarksville  yesterday  at  3 o’clock.  The 
bridges  here  were  destroyed  this  morning.  lam  still  attempting  to 
get  trains  off*,  but  the  difficulties  are  immense.  The  troops  will  all 
leave  here  to-day. 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier- General j Commanding. 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters, 

No.  1.  j Corinth^  Miss.^  February  20,  1862. 

By  authority  from  Major-General  Polk  the  undersigned  assumes 
command  of  all  the  Confederate  forces  on  the  Memphis  and  Charleston 
Bailroad  as  far  as  Decatur  and  in  its  vicinitv,  north  and  south. 

DANIEL  BIJGGLES, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 


. Corinth,  Miss.,  February  20,  1862 — 5.30  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Chalmers, 

Commanding  at  luliOj  Miss.: 

One  gunboat  passed  Hamburg,  Tennessee  Eiver,  this  morning  at  10 
o’clock,  for  Florence,  it  is  reliably  reported.  The  people  on  board 
state  that  another  boat,  with  transports,  will  pass  up  to-morrow. 

Take  immediate  measures  to  protect  Florence,  if  you  have  the  means 
to  do  so.  If  not,  inform  me  at  once. 

Have  you  a field  battery  ready  for  service?  Have  you  any  heavy 
guns?  What  quantity  of  powder  have  you?  Answer. 

DANIEL  EUGGLES, 

Brigadier- General^  C,  S.  Army^  Commanding  Brigade. 


Corinth,  Miss.,  February  20,  1862 — 6.  p.  m. 
Major-General  Lovell,  New  Orleans.,  La.: 

I am  ordered  to  command  the  district  embracing  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Eailroad.  One  gunboat  has  just  passed  Hamburg  for  Flor- 
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ence,  and  rejjorts  that  another  will  go  up  to-morrow,  with  transports.  I 
am  in  want  of  Semmes’  battery.  Can  yon  send  it  to  me  ? I hope  that 
yon  will  send  me  the  Fonrth  Regiment.  The  Nineteenth  has  not  a cart- 
ridge, and  I can’t  get  any  from  Memi)his  or  Nashville.  The  Seventeenth 
Regiment  is  expected  to-night.  Answer. 

DANIEL  RLGGLES, 
Brigadier- Generalj  G.  S.  Army. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  G.  S.  Troops, 

No.  12.  ) lulca^  Miss..,  February  20,  1862. 

Major  Baskerville  will  take  two  companies  of  his  command  and  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  Eastport,  keep  in  view  of  the  gunboat  of  the  enemy 
reported  in  sight  by  his  scouts,  and  watch  the  enemy,  keeping  his  com- 
mand without  the  range  of  the  enemy’s  guns,  not  exposing  his  command 
in  any  way,  but  keep  informed  as  to  his  movements,  and  act  with  due 
discretion,  and  report,  as  the  exigency  may  require,  to  these  head- 
quarters. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  R.  Chalmers: 

WM.  M.  STRICKLAND, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Jackson,  Tenn.,  February  21,  1862. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General^  Richmond^  Ya.: 

General:  I regret  jirofoundly  to  have  to  acquaint  the  War  Depart- 
ment that  my  ill  health  has  made  it  improper  for  me  as  yet  to  assume 
the  command  assigned  me. 

In  accordance  with  instructions,  I repaired  with  as  little  delay  as 
practicable  to  Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  and  reported  to  General  A.  S. 
Johnston,  commanding  the  department,  on  the  night  of  the  4th  instant. 
After  several  interviews  with  him  and  the  fall  of  Fort  Henry,  an  in- 
formal conference  was  held  at  my  lodgings  on  the  7th  instant,  at  which 
General  Johnston,  Major-General  Hardee,  and  myself  were  present,  for 
the  consideration  of  the  military  exigency.  On  that  occasion  it  was  de- 
termined that.  Fort  Henry  having  fallen  and  Fort  Donelson  not  being 
long  tenable,  preparations  should  be  made  at  once  for  the  removal  of 
the  army  on  that  line  in  rear  of  the  Cumberland  River  at  Nashville, 
while  a strong  point  on  that  river  some  few  miles  below  the  city  should 
be  fortified  forthwith  against  the  approach  by  that  way  of  gunboats  and 
transports. 

The  troops  then  at  Clarksville  were  to  be  thrown  across  to  the  south- 
ern bank  of  the  Cumberland,  leaving  only  a sufScient  force  in  the  town 
to  protect  the  manufactories  and  other  property  in  which  the  Confed- 
erate Government  Avas  interested. 

In  the  event  of  a further  retrograde  movement  becoming  inevitable, 
Stevenson  was  chosen  as  a suitable  point  for  a stand,  and  subsequent 
movements  were  to  be  determined  by  circumstances. 

It  was  likewise  determined  that  the  possession  of  the  Tennessee 
River  by  the  enemy,  consequent  upon  the  capitulation  of  Fort  Henry, 
must  break  the  direct  communication  between  the  army  at  Bowling 
Green  and  the  one  at  Columbus,  which  henceforward  must  act  inde- 
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pendently  of  each  other  until  they  can  again  he  brought  together. 
Meantime  the  first  must  defend  the  State  of  Tennessee  along  the  line 
already  indicated;  the  second  that  part  of  the  State  included  between 
the  Tennessee  and  Mississippi  Eivers.  But  as  the  possession  of  the 
Tennessee  Eiver  by  the  enemy  had  also  rendered  the  communications 
of  the  army  at  Columbus  liable  to  be  cut  off  at  any  time  from  that 
river  by  an  overflowing  force  of  the  enemy  rapidly  concentrated  from 
the  various  points  of  the  Ohio,  it  had  become  further  necessary  to  guard 
and  provide  against  such  a calamity,  to  which  end  it  was  decided  that 
the  main  force  in  occupation  of  Columbus  should  fall  back  upon  Hum- 
boldt, and  thence,  if  need  be,  to  Grand  Junction,  so  as  to  protect  Mem- 
phis from  either  point  and  still  secure  a line  of  retreat  to  the  latter 
place  or  Grenada,  Miss.,  or  even  to  Jackson,  of  that  State. 

Finally,  at  Columbus,  left  with  a sufficient  garrison  for  the  defense 
of  the  works  there,  assisted  by  Hollins’  gunboats,  a desperate  defense 
of  the  river  was  to  be  made.  But  at  the  same  time  transports  were 
to  be  collected  and  held  near  by  for  the  prompt  removal  of  the  entire 
garrison  when  the  position  was  no  longer  tenable  in  the  opinion  of  the 
commanding  officer.  Meanwhile  Island  No.  10  and  Fort  Pillow  would 
be  fortified  for  defense  to  the  last  extremity,  assisted  by  the  naval  gun- 
boats, which  as  a last  resort  would  retire  to  the  vicinity  of  Memphis, 
where  another  resolute  stand  should  be  made. 

Five  days  later,  in  view  of  existing  conditions,  I addressed  to  General 
Johnston  a paper,  a cojiy  of  which  I now  transmit  for  the  information 
of  the  TVar  Department. 

On  reaching  here  I received  information  that  confirmed  my  views  in 
great  part  as  set  forth  in  that  letter,  and  satisfied  me  that  to  attempt 
to  hold  Columbus  with  any  force  now  at  my  disposition  could  only 
result  in  an  early  fate  like  that  of  Fort  Donelson  and  the  loss  of  the 
Mississippi  Valley  as  a necessary  consequence.  Unfit  physically  to 
visit  Columbus,  I requested  General  Polk  and  Governor  Harris  to  meet 
me  here.  They  did  so.  Meantime  your  reply  to  my  telegraphic  dis- 
patch touching  the  further  occupation  of  Columbus  had  been  received. 
Arrangements  were  made  for  the  prompt  defense  of  Island  No.  10,  a 
position  naturally  of  great  strength,  and  New  Madrid ; for  the  early 
evacuation  of  the  position  at  Columbus,  and  removal  of  the  large  stores 
of  supplies  and  munitions  now  there  in  such  way  as  to  avoid  pub- 
licity. These  new  lines  can  be  made  of  great  strength  with  a garrison 
of  about  5,000  men,  thus  leaving  free  my  main  force  for  maneuver  and 
“defensive,  active”  operations  against  the  enemy  as  he  shall  penetrate 
the  country  by  the  avenues  now  unfortunately  in  his  possession. 
EespectfulJy,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 

General,  C.  8.  Army, 

[Tnclosure.] 

Bowlings  Green,  Ky.,  February  12,  1862. 
General  A.  Sidney  Johnston, 

Commandiny  Western  Department,  Botvling  Green,  Ky, : 

General  : By  the  fall  of  Fort  Henry  the  enemy,  having  possession 
of  the  Tennessee  Eiver,  which  is  navigable  for  tbeir  gunboats  and 
transports  to  Florence,  it  becomes  evident  that  the  forces  under  your 
immediate  command  and  those  under  General  Polk,  separated  unfortu- 
nately by  that  river,  can  no  longer  act  in  concert,  and  will  be  unable  to 
support  each  other  until  the  fortune  of  war  shall  have  restored  the  Ten- 
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nessee  Eiver  to  our  possession  or  combined  the  movements  of  the  two 
armies  in  rear  of  it. 

It  also  becomes  evident  that  by  the  possession  of  that  river  the 
enemy  can  concentrate  rapidly  by  means  of  his  innumerable  trausi>orts 
all  his  disposable  forces  on  any  point  along  its  banks,  either  to  attack 
Nashville  in  rear  or  cut  off  the  communications  of  Columbus  by  the 
river  with  Memphis  and  by  the  railroads  with  the  Memphis  and  Charles- 
ton Eailroad. 

Should  the  enemy  determine  on  the  former  plan  of  operations,  your 
army,  threatened  in  front  and  on  right  flanks  by  BuelPs  large  army, 
will  be  in  a very  critical  condition,  and  may  be  forced  to  take  refuge 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee  Kiver,  in  Alabama  and  Georgia  or 
Eastern  Tennessee.  But  should  Halleck  adopt  the  second  plan  referred 
to,  the  position  at  Columbus  will  then  become  no  longer  tenable  for  an 
army  inferior  in  strength  to  that  of  the  enemy,  and  it  must  fall  back  to 
some  central  point,  where  it  can  guard  the  two  main  railroads  to  Mem- 
phis, i.  e.,  from  Louisville  and  from  Charleston.  Jackson,  Tenn.,  would 
probably  be  the  best  position  for  such  an  object,  with  strong  detach- 
ments at  Humboldt  and  Corinth  and  with  the  necessary  advance  guards. 
The  Memphis  and  Charleston  Eoad,  so  important  on  account  of  its  ex- 
tension through  Eastern  Tennessee  and  Virginia,  must  be  properly 
guarded  from  luka  to  Tuscumbia,  and  even  to  Decatur,  if  practicable. 

Columbus  must  either  be  left  to  be  defended  to  the  last  extremity  by 
its  proper  garrison,  assisted  by  Hollins’  fleet  of  gunboats,  and  provided 
with  provisions  and  ammunition  for  several  months,  or  abandoned  alto- 
gether, its  armament  and  garrison  being  transferred,  if  practicable,  to 
Fort  Pillow,  which,  I am  informed,  is  a naturally  and  artificially  strong 
position,  about  100  miles  above  Memphis.  Island  No.  10,  near  New 
Madrid,  could  also  be  held  by  its  garrison,  assisted  by  Hollins’  fleet, 
until  the  possession  of  New  Madrid  by  the  enemy  would  also  compel 
that  position  to  be  evacuated. 

I am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  to  attempt  at  present  to  hold  so 
advanced  a position  as  Columbus  with  the  movable  army  under  Gen- 
eral Polk,  when  its  communication  can  be  so  readly  cut  off  by  a supe- 
rior force  acting  from  the  Tennessee  Eiver  as  a new  base,  would  be  to 
jeopardize  not  only  the  safety  of  that  army,  but  necessarily  of  the  whole 
Mississippi  Valley.  Hence  I desire,  as  far  as  i)racticable,  specific  in- 
structions as  to  the  future  movements  of  the  army  of  which  I am  about 
to  assume  the  command.  If  it  be  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  coun- 
try to  make  with  all  my  forces  a desperate  stand  at  Columbus,  I am 
ready  to  do  so. 

I regret  much  that  illness  has  prevented  me  from  being  already  at 
my  post,  but  during  my  stay  here  I believe  I have  made  myself  as  well 
acquainted  with  your  general  views  and  intentions  as  circumstances 
have  permitted,  and  which  I will  always  be  happy  to  carry  into  effect 
to  the  best  of  my  abilities. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 

General j G.  S.  Army. 


Camp  Desha,  February  21,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  Leonidas  Polk: 

Dear  Sir  : At  5 o’clock  this  evening  I returned  from  the  expedition 
over  to  Camp  Beauregard  and  vicinity.  Owing  to  the  heavy  rains  1 
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could  not  get  to  Viola,  but  I have  destroyed  the  railroads  as  well  as  pos- 
sible from  within  5 miles  south  of  Mayfield  back  to  Fulton  Station.  All 
the  bridges  are  destroyed  as  far  as  Viola,  Major  King  and  others  hav- 
ing done  that  on  the  Obion  and  other  creeks  some  time  ago. 

I destroyed  the  engine  and  some  of  the  cars.  Those  I did  not  destroy 
were  full  of  provisions  and  other  stores  belonging  to  the  Governments 
The  depot  building  and  cars  at  Fulton  Station  are  all  full  to  overflow- 
ing with  provisions,  &c.,  and  if  they  are  not  speedily  moved  will  be 
materially  damaged.  As  soon  as  they  can  be  removed  the  cars  will 
be  destroyed.  1 had  a large  lot  of  flour  and  other  provisions,  some 
wagons,  &c.,  moved  from  Camp  Beauregard  to  Fulton  Station,  and 
there,  as  directed  by  yom  I set  fire  to  that  camp. 

I learned  from  Judge  Campbell,  of  Paducah,  that  the  enemy  admit 
that  they  lost  5,000  men  in  killed  and  wounded  in  the  battles  at  Fort 
Donelson. 

Hoping,  general,  that  our  work  may  be  satisfactory  to  you,  I have 
the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant 

T.  H.  LOGWOOD, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding  Post. 


Gladesville,  Va.,  February  21,  1862. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General^  Richmond^  Ya,  : 

General  : I received  dispatch  in  the  night  last  night  from  Colonel 
Williams,  whose  regiment  I had  ordered  to  occupy  Osborne^s  Gap.  He 
says  the  enemy  has  gone  back  to  Piketonj  had  been  up  to  the  head  of 
Marrowbone,  but  that  his  force  is  exaggerated.  I ordered  Trigg’s  and 
Moore’s  regiments  forward.  They  came  promptly  through  rain,  snow, 
and  mud,  the  former  making  16  miles  yesterday  and  the  front  9 by  12 
ito-day.  I permit  them  to  return  to  their  position  on  the  Clinch. 

I did  hope  ere  this  to  hear  from  you.  Something  should  be  done, 
general,  to  enable  the  officer  in  command  of  this  country  to  remove  the 
bad  and  unsound  men  from  those  neighborhoods  where  they  can  and 
do  daily  communicate  with  the  enemy. 

Hoping  that  the  Department  will  answer  my  letters,  and  especially 
that  which  asks  leave  to  visit  Eichmond  for  a few  days,  I remain,  your 
obedient  servant, 

H.  MAKSHALL, 
Brigadier -General^  G.  8.  Army. 


[February  22, 1862. — For  Bragg  to  Benjamin,  in  reference  to  re-en- 
forcements  for  Kentucky,  &c.,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  VI,  p.  829.] 


General  A.  Sidney 
General  M.  Lovell 
your  orders  whether 


Eichmond,  Va.,  February  23,  1862. 
Johnston,  Murfreesborough,  Tenn. : 
has  sent  four  regiments  to  Corinth,  Miss.  Give 
they  are  to  join  you  or  General  Polk. 

J.  P.  BEKJAMINT, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Jackson,  Tenn.,  February  23,  1862. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General^  Richmond : 

General  : I have  to  submit  herewith  a copy  of  a circular  I have 
felt  called  upon  to  address  to  the  Governors  respectively  of  the  States 
of  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Alabama,  which  I hope  may 
meet  the  sanction  of  the  War  Department.  I shall  be  pleased  to  re- 
ceive the  instructions  and  views  of  the  Department  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable. 

It  is  presumed  that  the  troops  thus  called  into  the  field  may  be  raised 
without  difficulty  or  much  delay,  especially  if  I am  authorized  at  once 
to  receive  them  as  parts  of  the  quotas  due  from  the  several  States  men- 
tioned. 

In  connection  with  the  letter  of  Major-General  Yan  Dorn,  I beg  leave 
to  submit  that  all  operations  in  States  bordering  on  the  Mississippi 
Kiver  should  be  made  subordinate  to  the  secure  possession  of  that 
river,  which,  if  lost,  would  involve  the  complete  isolation  and  destruc- 
tion of  any  army  west  of  it 

Kespectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGARD, 

General^  G.  8.  Army. 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Confidential  Circular.] 

Jackson,  Tenn.,  February  21,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  As  you  are  aware,  heavy  disasters  have  recently  befallen 
our  arms  on  the  Kentucky  border.  The  Tennessee  River  is  in  posses- 
sion of  the  enemy  since  the  capture  of  Fort  Henry.  The  evacuation  of 
Bowling  Green  and  subsequent  fall  of  Fort  Donelson,  with  large  loss  of 
officers,  men,  arms,  and  munitions,  have  so  weakened  us  on  that  line 
that  Kashville  can  only  be  held  by  superhuman  energy,  determination, 
and  courage.  At  the  same  time  the  direct  communications  of  the  forces 
at  Columbus  with  those  under  General  A.  S.  Johnston  are  broken,  and 
the  two  armies  effectually  isolated  from  each  other.  With  the  enemy 
in  command  of  the  Tennessee  River  the  position  at  Columbus  is  so  en- 
dangered from  a land  approach  from  that  river  by  a greatly  superior 
force,  that  its  fall  must  be  regarded  as  certain  unless  extraordinary 
efforts  are  made  to  re-enforce  its  present  small  army  of  occupation.  I 
need  not  dwell  upon  the  consequences  of  such  a disaster.  Suffice  it  to 
say  it  would  involve  the  immediate  loss  to  the  Confederate  States  of 
the  Mississippi  River  and  Valley. 

In  view  of  the  palpable  situation,  I am  instructed  to  evacuate  Co- 
lumbus and  take  up  less  vulnerable  positions  on  and  in  the  vicinity  of 
Island  Ko.  10  and  at  Kew  Madrid.  In  the  execution  of  this  measure, 
however,  much  will  depend  on  the  energy  with  which  our  enemy  may 
follow  up  his  late  successes,  and  whether  he  will  give  us  time  to  with- 
draw and  receive  his  onset  elsewhere. 

Coming  to  this  command  at  such  a crisis,  I have  been  filled  with  a 
profound  anxiety  and  sense  of  the  necessity  for  a prompt,  resolute  en- 
counter with  the  exigency  in  time  to  prevent  an  irrevocable  defeat. 
Columbus  is  now  occupied  by  but  about  12,000  men  of  all  arms.  At 
Island  Ko.  10  and  New  Madiid  are  some  4,000  more,  to  which  add  Rug- 
gles’  brigade,  and  are  under  General  Chalmers  at  luka,  say,  5,000  more. 
Thus  you  will  perceive  I have  a force  at  my  disposition  of  but  21,000. 
If  we  remain  supine  and  unaroused  to  the  dangers  accumulating  day 
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by  day,  awaiting  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  he  will  assemble  such  a 
force  as  to  insure  his  success  and  a repetition  of  the  late  disasters  only 
with  more  desolating  consequences. 

Hence  I have  thought  I would  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Governors  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  States  a plan  which  I deem  most 
practicable  for  the  recovery  of  our  losses  and  defense  of  this  river,  and 
call  upon  them  for  the  means  of  execution. 

I propose  that  the  Governors  of  the  States  of  Tennessee,  Mississippi, 
and  Alabama  and  your  excellency  shall  each  furnish  me  with  from 
5,000  to  10,000  men,  armed  and  equipped,  with  the  utmost  possible  celerity, 
for  time  is  precious  and  dispatch  essential  to  success.  I shall  call  on 
General  Van  Horn  to  unite  his  forces  with  mine,  and  leaving  a suitable 
garrison  at  Columbus,  with  troops  to  guard  and  hold  my  rear  at  Island 
No.  10,  I would  then  take  the  field  with  at  least  40,000  men,  march  on 
Paducah,  seize  and  close  the  mouths  of  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland 
Eivers;  aided  by  gunboats,  I could  also  successfully  assail  Cairo,  and 
threaten,  if  not  indeed  take.  Saint  Louis  itself. 

In  this  way  be  assured  we  may  most  certainly  and  speedily  recover 
our  losses  and  insure  the  defense  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
every  man  you  may  send  me  will  really  be  placed  in  the  best  possible 
position  for  the  defense  of  his  own  home  and  hearth-stone. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 

General^  G.  8.  Army. 

This  confidential  circular  was  sent  by  special  messengers  to  the  Gover- 
nors of  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana,  the  rendezvous 
of  the  troops  furnished  to  be  as  follows : Those  from  Tennessee,  at  Jack- 
son,  Tenn. ; from  Alabama,  at  Corinth  j from  Mississippi,  at  Grand  Junc- 
tion; from  Louisiana,  at  Jackson,  Tenn.,  if  by  railroad,  and  at  Colum- 
bus, Ky.,  if  by  water. 

G.  T.  B. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Jackson,  Tenn.,  February  21,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  Earl  Van  Horn,  ; 

Commanding^  <&c.j  Pacahontas^  Arh. : i 

My  Hear  General  : By  the  fall  of  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland 
Eivers  the  forces  under  General  Polk  (now  to  be  under  me)  are  en- 
tirely cut  off  from  those  under  General  A.  S.  Johnston,  and  must  now 
depend  upon  themselves  alone  for  the  defense  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver 
and  contiguous  States.  The  fall  of  Columbus  and  of  Island  No.  10 
must  necessarily  be  followed  immediately  by  the  loss  of  the  whole  Mis-  ' 
sissippi  Valley  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver.  The  fate  of  Mis-  j 
souri  necessarily  depends  on  the  successful  defense  of  Columbus  and  ^ 
of  Island  No.  10 ; hence  we  must,  if  possible,  combine  our  operations  j 
not  only  to  defend  those  positions,  but  also  to  take  the  offensive  as  soon  ! 
as  practicable  to  recover  some  of  our  lost  ground.  I have  just  called  ■ 
on  the  Governors  of  Tennessee,  Louisiana,  and  Mississippi  for  5,000 
men  from  each  State.  I have  15,000  disposable  for  the  field.  If  you 
could  certainly  join  me,  via  New  Madrid  or  Columbus,  with  10,000 
more,  w^  could  thus  take  the  field  with  40,000  men;  take  Cairo,  Padu- 
cah, the  mouths  of  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  Eivers,  and  most 
probably  be  able  to  take  also  Saint  Louis  by  the  river.  What  say  you 
to  this  brilliant  programme,  which  I know  is  fully  practicable  if  we  can 
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get  the  forces  ? At  all  events  we  must  do  something  or  die  in  the  at- 
tempt 5 otherwise  all  will  be  shortly  lost. 

Yours,  truly  and  sincerely, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAED, 

General^  G.  S.  Army. 


P.  S. — I expect  also  the  co-operation  of  twelve  gunboats  from  New 
Orleans.  I will  inform  you  of  the  Governors’  answers  as  soon  as  re- 
ceived. 


Richmond,  Va.,  February  23,  1862. 
Hon.  Otho  R.  Singleton,  Richmond: 

Dear  Sir  : Your  proffered  kindness  touching  my  personal  advance- 
ment induces  me  to  the  liberty  of  requesting  your  aid  in  making  known 
to  the  War  Department  certain  reasons,  seeming  to  me  proper,  for 
removing  to  Tennessee,  as  a field  of  service,  the  Seventh  and  Four- 
teenth Tennessee  Regiments,  and  also  in  calling  attention  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  some  views  deemed  worthy  of  consideration  in  respect  to  the 
importance  of  our  immediately  possessing,  by  whatever  force  is  neces- 
sary, the  sections  of  Southern  Kentucky  and  all  Tennessee. 

First,  with  regard  to  the  troops  mentioned,  they,  with  my  own  regi- 
ment, have  for  some  time  past  composed  a brigade  under  my  command, 
and  I have  every  reason  to  believe  if  they  be  sent  to  Tennessee  they 
can  be  forthwith  re-enlisted  almost  in  mass ; and,  if  not  sent,  I fear  they 
may  hesitate  to  do  so.  I must  say,  in  justice  to  myself,  I do  not  under- 
take to  justify  this  spirit  in  the  troops,  but  only  mention  it  as  an  exist- 
ing fact  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  prudence  of  the  Department.  The 
condition  of  going  to  Tennessee  can  be  offered  and  the  re-enlistments 
secured  before  the  troops  are  moved,  and  I think  this  course  advisable. 
They  are  troops  inured  to  the  service,  and  the  advantage  of  re-en- 
gaging such,  armed  and  prepared  for  the  war,  is  doubtless  appreciated 
by  the  Department. 

With  respect  to  the  territory  mentioned,  I am  impressed  that,  well 
considered,  its  relative  importance  to  the  Confederacy  will  induce  the 
speediest  possible  concentration  there  of  sufficient  forces  to  dispute  its 
possession  with  the  enemy,  even  if  this  can  only  be  done  by  temporarily 
weakening  other  positions  less  vital  in  importance ; for  to  allow  the 
enemy  possession  is  at  once  the  abandonment  of  our  most  reliable  cereal 
region,  important  besides  for  its  manufacturing  resources,  and  the 
section  most  populous  with  material  for  soldiers.  Such  a condition 
will  induce  many  who  would  otherwise  stand  bravely  in  arms  for  us  to 
succumb  under  despair  of  successful  resistance  and  the  hope  of  being 
unmolested  in  person  and  property.  But,  further.  Middle  and  West 
Tennessee  constitute  a field  for  operations  the  possession  of  which  will 
in  all  military  respects  be  as  positively  advantageous  to  the  enemy  as 
its  loss  would  be  disadvantageous  to  us.  For,  first,  it  is  a country 
capable  of  sustaining  a large  army ; secondly,  with  the  enemy’s  advan- 
tage of  us  in  capability  of  manufacturing  machinery  for  transportation 
and  motive  power  by  land  and  water,  his  fleets  of  gunboats  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi River  will  make  safe  the  right  flank  of  his  army  occupying  the 
country  and  the  Cumberland  Mountains  will  do  the  same  for  his  left, 
for  there  is  no  road  through  these  mountains  of  sufficient  capacity  to 
transport  the  most  necessary  supplies  of  an  army  which  would  be'ade- 
quate  to  seriously  affect  his  rear.  In  direct  terms,  the  position  is  one 
which,  once  fairly  in  possession  of  th(i  enemy,  cannot  be  turned.  Aftbrd- 
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ing  to  US  but  a front  exposure,  with  to  him  available  lines  of  trans- 
portatio]!  in  rear,  both  of  railroad  and  navigable  waters,  extending  to 
his  sources  of  supply  of  all  war  material,  a soldier  will  not  fail  to  appre- 
ciate a position  presenting  but  a front  exposure  to  his  enemy.  Besides 
all  this,  does  not  the  enemy’s  possession  of  the  field  in  question  bring 
him  almost  upon  our  States  of  sparse  white  and  dense  black  popula- 
tion, and  perhaps  to  some  extent  even  threaten  the  rear  of  our  army 
on  the  Potomac  ? 

These  views,  it  seems  to  me,  will  warrant  the  assertion  that  our  im- 
mediate possession  of  the  field  in  question  is  to  us  a military  necessity. 

T believe  if  we  have  one  distinctly  peculiar  advantage  in  this  war 
it  is  position;  that  is  to  say  (the  affirmative  of  the  war  being  with  the 
enemy),  the  power  of  making  him  attack  us  in  such  positions  as  we  may 
select.  If  the  enemy  has  one  advantage  peculiar,  and  I acknowledge 
it  a great  one,  it  is  the  inequality  of  results  of  battle  between  us.  If 
we  beat  him,  while  his  facilities  of  trade  with  the  arms  markets  of  the 
world  exist,  and  his  own  to  manufacture  them,  results  to  us  are  lim- 
ited to  the  destruction  of  an  army.  But  if  he  beat  us,  we  lose  what  we 
can  worse  spare  than  an  army — arms.  It  was,  perhaps,  in  substance 
the  application  of  these  two  propositions  which  gave  us  the  victory  at 
Manassas,  and  prevented  our  hazarding  pursuit  of  the  foe  across  the 
Potomac.  Deeply  impressed  with  these  views  of  our  relations  to  the 
enemy  (acknowledging  exceptions  to  the  rule),  I have  felt  it  was  oar 
general  policy  in  this  war  to  prudently  avoid  unnecessary  hazards,  and 
in  the  main  compel  him  to  yield  us  the  advantage  of  position  in  en- 
gagements ; but  I do  not  realize  that  a vigorous,  even  an  attacking, 
resistance  for  the  rescue  and  possession  of  the  field  in  question  and 
adopted  speedily  as  possible,  will  at  all  violate  the  rule  of  policy  stated. 
If  it  be  with  us  a uecessity  to  repossess  these  sections,  and  we  allow 
the  enemy  to  hold  them  until  he  can  intrench  or  even  examine  the 
country  sufficiently  to  establish  for  himself  the  best  line  of  defense, 
when  we  shall  undertake  to  drive  him  will  we  not  find  our  peculiar 
advantage — position — has  been  transferred  to  him  without  diminish- 
ing his  iieculiar  one,  the  inequality  of  the  results  of  battle  ? 

What,  then,  is  our  capacity  and  true  policy  ? I believe  50,000  troops 
can  be  promptly  concentrated  in  Tennessee  without  seriously  risking 
any  other  position  at  all  equaling  this  in  importance  and  that  it  should 
lie  done.  There,  from  the  nature  of  their  probably  attacking  duties, 
should  be,  if  practicable,  our  best  troops;  for,  taking  it  that  courage  is 
common  to  all  our  army,  raw  troops  will  more  nearly  equal  the  effi- 
ciency of  trained  ones  in  defending  intrenched  positions  than  in  gen- 
eral field  service  and  active  operations.  With  this  number  of  such  troops 
the  enemy  may  be  resisted,  harassed,  or  even  under  favorable  circum- 
stances attacked  in  main  force,  though  his  numbers  double  ours;  for 
it  is  not  certain,  and  is  even  greatly  to  be  doubted,  if  there  is  amongst 
their  generals  the  ability  to  combine  and  use  in  battle  more  than  witli 
this  number  we  might  oppose  to  them.  Su^ipose  them  to  have  double 
our  numbers,  and  yet  their  commander  be  unable  to  make  available  a 
larger  number  than  we  oppose  to  him,  may  not  his  surplus  become  a mil- 
itary fungus,  in  that  while  it  cannot  be  appropriated  against,  it  yet  may 
be  panic-stricken  or  stampeded  by  us  ? On  full  consideration,  may  it 
not  be,  Avhen  armies  too  large  to  be  conveniently  wielded  are  brought 
iu  conflict,  that  the  chances  of  victory  are  in  favor  of  the  lesser  one, 
especially  if  it  have  advantage  in  spirit,  training,  or  in  being  better 
commanded. 

The  advantages  to  us  in  the  general  economy  and  those  of  greater 
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secrecy  and  security  in  our  inarches  and  maneuvers  which  would  accrue 
from  our  being  amongst  a friendly  population  would  be  worth  some- 
thing to  our  Army  ; but  the  advantage,  if  not  necessity,  to  our  cause 
of  encouraging  and  holding  the  people  firm  in  the  resolve  never  to 
submit,  which  the  pressure  with  them  of  an  active  army  would  give,  is 
of  momentous  importance.  Let  the  people  be  kept  aroused ; let  them 
not  adopt  the  blighting  fallacy  of  argument,  what  our  Army  cannot 
do  it  is  hoiieless  for  us  to  undertake;  but,  on  the  contrary,  let  them  be 
encouraged  to  resist  and  inspired  with  the  determination  never  to 
yield,  and  then  for  us  time  becomes  a position  which  neither  gunboats 
can  successfully  assault  nor  numbers  flank.  Against  it  both  are  imjx)- 
tent.  Under  its  pressure  the  enemy  must  go  down  in  hopeless  bank- 
ruptcy or  disband  his  armies,  perhaps  do  both.  Either  alfords  us  the 
independence  worth  all  our  sacrifice  and  which  must  be  won.  It  may 
be  considerations  touching  our  foreign  relations,  and  of  which  I am 
wholly  ignorant,  suffice  in  wisdom  to  detract  from  the  importance,  or 
even  directly  conflict  with  the  immediate  adoption,  of  the  views  here 
advanced.  Speedy  armed  intervention  from  abroad  may  be  confidently 
relied  on,  or  possibly  pressing  necessity  to  hold  inviolate  our  capital, 
to  the  end  of  securing  our  recognition  by  foreign  powers,  may  enhance 
its  value  politically,  if  not  for  the  present  give  to  it  an  essentiality 
even  beyond  what  pertains  to  it  in  any  strictly  military  sense,  such  as 
being  a point  strategic,  strong,  or  otherwise  important.  These  con- 
siderations I have  not  embraced,  but  gone  upon  the  assumption  we 
were  alone  and  unaided  to  fight  our  battle  out.  You  must  take  my 
views  as  a soldier,  not  a statesman. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  my  hope  I am  not  biased  by  any  personal  or  geo- 
graphical circumstances.  I know  myself  sincere  in  the  belief  'that  if  I 
thought  any  other  part  of  my  country  more  immediately  important  to 
the  whole  than  the  sections  mentioned  I would  say  make  all  efforts  to 
first  hold  that  part. 

The  views  I have  expressed  are  the  earnest  convictions  of  one  whose 
fortune,  life,  and  every  worldly  hope  have  been  cheerfully  and  without 
U)  single  regret  staked  upon  the  issue  of  the  pending  contest.  They 
ure  not  urged  with  the  insolence  of  demand  or  uttered  with  the  mur- 
mer  of  complaint,  but  submitted  respectfully,  and  with  unwavering 
confidence  in  the  courage,  wisdom,  and  virtue  of  the  Chief  Magistrate 
directing  the  country. 

Very  truly,  your  friend, 

GEO.  MAINEY. 


Orders,  ) Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Ko.  3.  ( Murfreeshorougli^  Tenn.,  February  23,  1862. 

Under  great  necessity  temporary  possession  may  be  taken  of  wag- 
ons, teams,  and  other  property  of  our  citizens  for  the  use  of  the  army ; 
but  this  authority  can  be  exercised  by  chiefs  of  the  army  alone. 

It  is  positively  prohibited  to  any  officer  to  seize,  take,  or  impress 
property  of  any  kind  except  by  written  order  of  the  commanding  gen- 
eral or  division  commander,  and  this  authority  must  be  exhibited  to 
the  party  from  whom  the  property  is  taken. 

Officers  or  soldiers  violating  this  order  will  be  arrested,  proceeded 
against,  and  punished  as  plunderers  and  marauders. 

By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Orders,  ) Headquarters  Western  Department, 

No.  4.  ) Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.,  February  23, 1862. 

The  Central  Ai^my  is  reorganized  as  follows,  viz : 

FIRST  DIVISION. 


Major-General  Hardee. 


First  Brigade. 

Brigadier-General  Hindman. 

2d  Arkansas,  Colonel  Govan. 

5tli  Arkansas,  Colonel  Cross. 

6tli  Arkansas,  Colonel  Hawthorn. 

7tli  Arkansas,  Colonel  Shaver. 

3d  Confederate,  Colonel  Marmaduke. 
Miller’s  battery. 

Swett’s  battery. 

1st  Arkansas  Cavahy  (five  companies). 
Captain  Chrisman. 

Bennett’s  cavalry. 


Second  Brigade. 

, Colonel  Cleburne. 

1st  Arkansas,  Colonel  Patton. 

6th  Mississippi,  Colonel  Thornton.  * 
5th  Tennessee,  Colonel  Hill. 

23d  Tennessee,  Colonel  Neill. 

24th  Tennessee,  Colonel  Allison. 
Watson  Battery. 


ATTACHED. 

Adams’  cavalry. 

Biffle’s  cavalry. 

Shonp’s  artillery  battalion. 

SECOND  division. 

Major-General  Crittenden. 


First  Brigade. 

Brigadier-General  Carroll. 

17th  Tennessee,  Colonel  Newman. 

Tennessee,  Colonel  Stanton. 

29th  Tennessee,  Colonel  Powell. 
37th  Tennessee,  Colonel  White. 
Hawkins’  battalion. 

Baker’s  battery. 

Monsarrat’s  battery. 

Gordon’s  cavalry. 


Second  Brigade. 

Colonel  Statham. 

15th  Mississippi,  Major  Brantley. 

22d  Mississippi,  Lieutenant-Col.  Schallea. 
19th  Tennessee,  Colonel  Cummings. 

20th  Tennessee,  Colonel  Battle. 

Tennessee,  Colonel  Murray. 

45th  Tennessee,  Colonel  Lytle. 

Rutledge’s  battery. 


third  division. 
Brigadier-General  Pillow. 


First  Brigade.  ' 

Brigadier-General  Wood. 

7th  Alabama,  Colonel  Coltart. 

16th  Alabama,  Colonel  Wood. 

8th  Arkansas,  Colonel  Patterson. 

9th  Arkansas  Battalion,  Major  Kelly. 
Mississippi  Battalion,  Major  Hardcastle. 
27th  Tennessee,  Colonel  Williams. 

44th  Tennessee,  Colonel  McDaniel. 

55th  Tennessee,  Colonel  McKorn. 
Byrne’s  battery. 

Harper’s  battery. 

Avery’s  cavalry  company. 


Second  Brigade. 

Colonel  Bowen. 

9th  Arkansas,  Colonel  Dunlop. 
10th  Arkansas,  Colonel  Merrick. 
2d  Confederate,  Colonel  Martin., 
1st  Missouri,  Colonel  Bowen. 
Merrick’s  battery. 

Scott’s  cavalry. 
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RESERVE. 


Brigadier-General  Breckinridge’s  brigade. 


3d  Kentucky,  Colonel  Thompson. 
4th  Kentucl^,  Colonel  Trabue. 
5th  Kentucky,  Colonel  Hunt. 

6th  Kentucky.  Colonel  Lewis. 
Colonel  Crew’s  regiment. 


Clifton’s  battalion. 

Hale’s  battalion. 

Helm’s  cavalry  battalion. 
Morgan’s  cavalry. 
Nelson’s  cavalry. 

Lyon’s  battery. 


UNATTACHED. 


Colonel  Forrest’s  cavalry. 

Colonel  Wharton’s  (8th  Texas)  cavalry. 

General  Johnston  assumes  command  of  the  army. 

By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

W.  W.  MAOKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- OeneraL 


General  Orders,  ) Headquarters  0.  S.  Forces, 

Ko.  4.  j Corinth j Miss.^  February  23,  1862. 

In  conformity  with  orders  from  General  Bragg  the  undersigned  as- 
sumes command  of  the  District  of  ^^orth  Alabama. 

DANIEL  EHGGLES, 
Brigadier-General,  G.  8,  Army. 


Murfreesborough,  [February]  24,  1862. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis  : 

My  movements  have  been  delayed  by  a storm  on  the  22d  washings 
away  pike  and  railroad  bridge  at  this  place.  Floyd,  2,500  strong,  will 
march  for  Chattanooga  to-morrow  to  defend  the  central  line.  This 
army  will  move  on  26th,  by  Decatur,  for  the  valley  of  Mississippi ; is 
in  good  condition  and  increasing  in  numbers. 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Jackson,  Tenn.,  February  24,  1862. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond  : 

General  : As  I had  anticipated  before  leaving  Centreville,  I find 
that  the  troops  at  Columbus  have  not  been  regularly  organized  accord- 
ing to  long-recognized  military  usage,  founded  on  experience,  in  all 
s^vices. 

It  is  true  there  is  a nominal  organization  into  “divisions,”  formed  of 
other  subdivisions  called  “ brigades,”  but  upon  no  regular  basis.  For 
example.  General  McCown  commands  one  of  these  so-called  divisions 
of  but  five  regiments  of  infantry;  that  is  more  properly  a brigade. 
Another  of  these  divisions  consists  of  two  brigades  of  three  regiments 
each,  Brigadier-Gentral  Cheatham  commanding  the  division.  The 
other  division,  so  called,  really  has  had  no  division  commander  since 
the  departure  of  Brigadier-General  Pillow.  It  consists  of  some  eight 
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regiments,  whicli  form  two  brigades,  I believe,  commanded  by  their 
senior  colonels,  respectively 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  P.  Stewart  commands  an  independent  brigade  of  three 
regiments  and  the  heavy  artillery,  and  is  in  immediate  command  of  the 
works. 

In  addition  there  are  quite  1,400  cavalry,  over  whom  there  should  be 
some  competent  commander. 

These  twenty-two  regiments  really  ought  to  be  subdivided  into  five 
brigades,  two  of  them  of  four  regiments  and  two  of  five  regiments  each, 
taking  the  weakest  regiment  for  the  latter.  Larger  brigades  of  volun- 
teers cannot  be  well  handled  in  action,  and  1 should  prefer  on  that 
account  brigades  of  but  four  regiments.  I regard  the  divisional  organi- 
zation as  absolutely  essential.  My  experience  fully  confirms  the  mili- 
tary practice  in  European  services  in  this  connection.  Volunteers  need 
these  subdivisions  even  more  than  regular  troops. 

As  reported  in  a previous  communication,  I have  called  upon  the 
Governors  of  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Tennessee,  and  Alabama  for  addi- 
tional troops.  To-day  I hear  by  telegraph  that  they  will  be  furnished 
with  the  utmost  alacrity  and  dispatch.  For  their  t>rompt  organization 
brigade  commanders  will  be  wanted. 

At  present  the  general  officers  at  Columbus  are  Major-General  Polk, 
Brigadier-Generals  Cheatham,  McCown,  and  A.  P.  Stewart. 

Under  these  circumstances  I must  respectfully  recall  the  attention 
of  the  Department  to  my  letter  written  just  as  I was  leaving  Centre- 
ville,  touching  the  organization  of  this  army.  I would,  however,  so 
qualify  that  letter  as  to  say  that  officers  serving  now  with  the  troops 
at  Columbus,  who  may  have  been  recommended  by  Generals  Polk  and 
Johnston  for  the  command  of  brigades,  should  justly  have  precedence 
over  those  indicated  by  me  as  suitable  for  such  commands.  But  some, 
at  least,  of  those  I recommended  for  division  and  brigade  commands  I 
shall  need  at  an  early  day  for  the  organization  and  command  of  the 
new  levies,  and  I trust  the  President  may  be^pleased  to  appoint  and 
send  them  to  report  to  me  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 

The  services  of  Colonel  Mackall  as  a division  commander  I consider 
indispensable  at  this  critical  juncture.  My  health  is  such  as  to  make 
it  essential  for  me  to  have  as  many  trained,  experienced  officers  to  aid 
me  as  practicable. 

Kespectfullv,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 

General^  G.  S.  Army, 


Jackson,  Tenn.,  February  24,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  Eugoles, 

Commanding^  tfic.,  Corinth^  Miss.: 

Dear  General  : The  movements  of  the  enemy  in  front  of  and  in 
vicinity  of  Columbus  and  in  the  Tennessee  Eiver  (it  is  removed  as  far 
as  Savannah)  make  it  necessary  to  watch  him  at  once  with  the  utmqgt 
vigilance.  Therefore,  although  I have  not  assumed  command  formally, 
I shall  advise  the  following,  to  save  the  time  it  would  take  to  commu- 
nicate with  and  through  General  Polk. 

1st.  Hold  Hamburg,  on  the  Tennessee  Eiver,  in  strict  observation 
from  Corinth. 

2d.  Place  a battalion  of  your  command  at  Hinderson  Station,  on 
the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Eailroad,  and  assume  command  of  the  local  troops 
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already  there,  consisting  of  a regiment  of  infantry,  400  effectives,  some 
200  of  whom  only  are  armed  with  double-barrel  shot-guns,  and  140  cav- 
alry, armed  with  double-barrel  shot-guns  and  knives. 

3d.  Place  another  battalion  at  McNairy^s  Station,  and  hold  in  obser- 
vation a road  leading  through  Purdy  to  Savannah,  on  Tennessee  Kiver. 

4th.  Send  a howitzer,  if  practicable,  with  each  battalion. 

5th.  Hold  in  observation  the  landing  on  Tennessee  Kiver  opposite  a 
place  called  Waterloo. 

6th.  The  cavalry  now  at  Henderson  must  be  used  to  all  possible  ad- 
vantage as  outposts  and  vedettes  and  in  procuring  information  of  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  on  the  river. 

There  is  another  cavalry  company  at  Bolivar  which  was  offered,  armed 
with  shot-guns,  which  may  be  taken  into  active  service  at  once. 

There  is  at  Henderson  no  ammunition  for  the  infantry  now  there,  I 
hear  from  Colonel  Lea,  commanding  there. 

i;  would  further  advise  you  to  order  up  to  Corinth  the  rest  of  your 
brigade  from  Grand  Junction,  and  to  hold  all  your  command  ready  for 
any  emergency,  including  Brigadier-General  Chalmers’  brigade. 

Tours,  very  truly, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAED, 

General  G.  S.  Army. 


General  RuGaLES: 


Corinth,  Miss.,  February  24,  1862. 


Sir:  There  are  five  bridges  between  Corinth  and  Memphis,  and 
guarded  as  follows : 

Cypress  Creek,  about  14  miles  west  of  Corinth,  150  to  200  feet  long ; 
two  watchmen  at  night  and  one  by  day. 

Tuscumbia  River,  al^ut  16  miles,  150  to  200  feet  long  j four  men  at 
night  and  one  by  day. 

Hatchie  River,  about  18  miles,  150  to  200  feet  longj  two  men  at  night 
and  one  by  day. 

Wolf  River,  55  miles  west,  150  to  175  feet  longj  one  man  at  night 
and  one  by  day. 

Grissom’s  Creek,  58  miles  west,  about  100  feet  longj  one  watchman 
by  night  and  section-house  in  sight. 

Muddy  Creek,  an  iron  trestle,  20  miles  west,  about  100  feet  long ; no 
guard. 

A trestle,  150  to  200  feet  long,  between  Tuscumbia  and  Hatchie 
Rivers ; no  guard. 

Mr.  Williams  thinks  those  bridges  sufficiently  guarded  5 the  men  are 
well  armed. 

Respectfully, 

JRO.  W.  GOODWIN. 


Special  Orders,  ) Hdqrs.  Alabama  and  West  Florida, 

No.  61.  f Mobile^  Ala.,  February  24,  1862. 

*#**#*# 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  Jackson,  P.  A.,  will  proceed  to  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.,  and  there  assume  command  of  the  troops  sent  to  that  point  from 
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this  department,  and  report  to  General  A.  S.  Johnston,  commanding 
Department  of  the  West,  for  further  orders. 

******  ^ 

By  command  of  Major-General  Bragg : 

FEAKCIS  S.  PARKEK,  Jr., 

'Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- OeneraL 


' Jackson,  Tenn.,  February  25,  1862. 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant: 

Scouts  report  heavy  re-enforcements  received  at  Cairo  and  Paducah, 
detailed  from  Federal  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Appearance  of  early  attack 
on  Columbus.  Need  more  general  officers  for  the  proper  organization 
of  the  troops  at  Columbus  and  for  new  levies.  No  proper  subdivision 
of  the  troops  at  Columbus  has  been  or  can  be  made  without  more  gen- 
eral officers.  Time  is  pressing. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Murfreesboroughj  February  25,  1862. 

The  commanders  of  brigades  are  reminded  that  the  citizens  must  not 
be  stripped  of  every  means  of  support,  even  for  the  necessities  of  the 
♦ army ; and  on  the  appeal  of  any  citizen  that  his  means  are  reduced  to 
the  wants  of  his  family,  they  will  at  once,  by  authority  of  General  John- 
ston, order  an  investigation,  and  if  the  complaint  is  verified,  they  will 
give  the  former  a safeguard. 

By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Special  Orders,  ) Adjt.  and  Inspector  General’s  Office, 

No.  45.  ) Richmond,  February  25,  1862. 

* * * ' * * * * 

XX.  Maj.  Gen.  E.  K.  Smith  will  proceed  to  Knoxville,  and  assume 
command  of  the  troops  in  East  Tennessee,  reporting  by  letter  to  Gen- 
eral A.  S.  Johnston,  at  Murfreesborough,  Tenn. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General,  . 


[February  26,  1862. — For  Governor  of  Louisiana  to  Secretary  of 
War,  in  reference  to  re-enforcements  for  Beauregard^s  command,  see 
Series  I,  Yol.  YI,  p.  830.]  % 


Memphis,  February  26,  1862. 
(Received  Richmond,  February  27,  1862.) 

J.  P.  Benjamin: 

Great  excitement  here  and  depression  in  public  mind.  To  correct 
misapprehension  and  explain  necessity  which  compelled  capitula- 
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tion  at  Donelson  I have  had  my  official  report  published.  My  judg- 
ment is  that  there  is  but  one  remedy  for  existing  condition  of  tlungs; 
that  is,  abandon  sea-coast  defenses  except  New  Orleans;  concentrate 
all  the  forces  in  Tennessee;  drive  the  enemy  north  of  the  Ohio  Eiver, 
and  press  invasion  of  Ohio,  Indiana.  That  means  will  draw  enemy^s 
forces  back  and  relieve  the  heart  of  country,  and  give  up  control  of 
interior  rivers  until  we  can  get  power  on  water-courses.  Enemy  can 
inflict  no  great  calamity  on  sea-coast. 

If  we  do  not  relieve  heart  of  the  country,  Mississippi  Eiver  will  be 
opened,  and  then  cause  of  South  is  desperate. 

GID.  J.  PILLOW, 
Brigadier- General,  G.  S.  Army, 


Headquarters  C.  S.  Forces, 
Corinth,  Miss.,  February  26,  1862. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Commanding,  Jachson,  Tenn.: 

Dear  General  : I had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday  your  letter 
of  the  24th  instant,  and  have  acted  upon  your  suggestions  on  such 
points  as  have  not  been  anticipated. 

1st.  I have  held  the  Tennessee  Eiver  from  Pittsburg  to  Florence 
under  observation  for  some  days  past.  I have  stationed  Colonel  Clan- 
ton^s  regiment  Alabama  cavalry  at  Florence,  to  scout  and  draw  sup- 
plies from  the  north  side  of  the  river.  I have  sent  two  24-pounder 
guns,  with  munitions,  to  the  Florence  Bridge,  with  instructions  to  Brig. 
Gen.  L.  P.  Walker  to  establish  a battery  on  the  south  bank,  at  or  near 
a point  indicated,  covering  the  bridge  approaches  and  landing.  I 
have  sent  Colonel  Mouton,  Eighteenth  Louisiana  Volunteers,  with 
Captain  Gibson’s  field  battery  and  a detachment  of  cavalry,  to  Pittsburg 
and  vicinity,  to  hold  the  country  and  river  under  close  observation, 
and  to  attack  the  enemy’s  gunboats  and  transports  in  the  event  of  his 
appearance  and  scout  down  the  river  valley.  The  intermediate  por- 
tion of  the  river  is  also  held  under  close  observation.  I have  ordered 
Major  Baskerville  and  two  companies  of  Mississippi  cavalry  to  the 
vicinity  of  Purdy’s,  opposite  Savannah,  under  the  orders  of  Colonel 
Mouton.  I have  also  communicated  instructions  to  Colonel  Lea,  at 
Henderson  Station,  and  propose,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  give  that 
district  my  personal  attention. 

2d.  I have  ordered  the  bridges  guarded  between  this  and  Tuscumbia, 
and  am  about  to  do  so  en  route  to  Memphis  and  on  some  of  the  branch 
roads. 

3d.  I have  issued  instructions  regulating  the  telegraph,  protecting 
the  public  dispatches  against  publicity,  and  hold  the  railroad  trains 
under  some  measure  of  security. 

4th.  I have  obtained  some  ordnance  stores  and  expect  more,  and 
commenced  repairing  arms. 

5th.  I have  instructed  the  depot  commissary  to  obtain  10,000  rations 
for  thirty  days  at  this  station,  and  propose  doing  the  same  at  Decatur 
or  some  suitable  point  on  that  extension  of  my  line. 

6th  I have  directed  the  issue  of  fresh  beef  five  days  in  seven  when 
practicable. 

7th.  I have  sent  one  officer  to  bring  me  full  information  about  Colum- 
bia, Tenn.,  and  the  condition  of  our  communications  with  Nashville, 
&c. 
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8th.  I have  endeavored  to  hold  my  transports  well  in  hand,  ready 
for  prompt  action  and  movement  for  service  on  either  flank. 

9th.  My  entire  brigade  has  been  concentrated  here  for  some  days, 
and  with  General  Chalmers  and  Walker  in  readiness  for  any  emergency. 
I am,  general,  very  truly,  yours, 

DANIEL  EUGGLES, 
Brigadier-General^  G.  S.  Army, 


Hdqrs.  Fifty-second  Eeot.  Tennessee  Volunteers, 

Henderson  Station,,  February  26,  1862. 

General  Daniel  Euogles  : 

Your  note  of  yesterday  was  carried  by  here  and  returned  by  train 
last  night,  else  would  have  been  sooner  answered. 

I cannot  report  with  certainty  whether  there  are  any  cavalry  on  the 
Tennessee  Eiver.  I shall  learn  with  certainty  to-day.  On  yesterday 
morning  I sent  men  to  Clifton,  Saltillo,  Savannah,  and  Hamburg.  1 have 
100  cavalry  reconnoitering  in  the  neighborhood  of  those  places.  From 
the  best  information  I can  gather  I think  they  have  a few  infantry  at 
Clifton,  Saltillo,  and  Savannah,  who  have  pressed  horses  into  service 
and  are  scouring  the  country.  If  the  report  be  true,  I should  be  in  a 
bad  condition  to  meet  them,  having  only  100  available  or  rather  effect- 
ive shot-guns ; still  if  there  be  not  more  than  500  I shall  try  them.  I 
shall  keep  you  advised. 

Eespectfully, 

B.  J.  LEA, 
Colonel,  Commanding, 


Hdqrs.  Fifty-second  Eegt.  Tennessee  Volunteers, 

Henderson  Station,,  February  26,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  Euggles: 

Dear  Sir  : Yours  of  this  date  received.  In  answer  I have  to  say 
that  I have  under  my  command  the  Fifty-second  Tennessee  Eegiment, 
of  which  I am  colonel,  numbering  760  men,  of  which  260  are  sick;  we 
have  no  arms  except  100  double-barrel  shot-guns ; Capt.  C.  S.  Eobert- 
soffs  cavalry  company,  numbering  140  men,  rank  and  file,  armed  with 
double-barrel  shot-guns  and  sabers ; about  251  of  the  Fifty-first  Ten- 
nessee Eegiment,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Chester,  for 
whom  he  has  secured  about  100  common  sporting  rifles,  repaired  and 
cleaned.  They  are  all  stationed  at  this  place.  I send  out  Captain 
Eobertson’s  cavalry  every  few  days  to  scout  the  country  from  Clifton 
to  Savannah.  From  scouts  returned  this  evening  I am  reliably  informed 
that  no  Federal  cavalry  has  been  landed  on  the  Tennessee  Eiver  above 
Clifton.  The  gunboat  which  was  up  passed  down  Saturday  evening. 
I have  also  been  sending  guards  in  the  direction  of  Savannah  by  Purdy. 

Any  suggestions  you  may  make  or  commands  to  give  will  be  gladly 
received  and  promptly  executed.  Can  you  by  any  possible  means  se- 
cure for  me  the  musket  or  rifle  with  bayonet  ? 

Very  respectfully, 

B.  J.  LEA, 

Colonel,  C.  S.  Army,  Commanding, 
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[February  27, 1862. — For  Bragg  to  Benjamin,  in  reference  to  re-en- 
forcements to  Beauregard,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  VI,  p.  834  j and  to  Beau- 
regard, see  p.  836.] 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Murfreeshorough^  Tenn.,  February  27,  1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va, : 

Sir  : The  army  supplies  and  stores  which  were  forwarded  to  this 
place  having  all  been  sent  forward  to  Chattanooga,  except  what  may 
be  needed  for  the  immediate  use  of  the  army  at  Huntsville  and  Deca- 
tur and  points  farther  on  towards  Memphis,  this  command  will  com- 
mence the  march  to-morrow  towards  Decatur. 

The  enemy  are  in  possession  of  Nashville  in  force,  the  advance  of 
which  is  8 miles  on  this  side  of  the  city. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 
General,  G.  S.  Army. 


Special  Orders,  ) Headquarters  Western  Department, 

No.  39.  1 Murfreeshorough,  February  27,  1862. 

# * * * * # # 

2.  The  army  will  move  to-morrow  morning  at  sunrise  for  Shelby- 
ville. 

3.  The  order  of  march  and  the  marches  will  be  as  follows : 

1st.  Hindman^s  brigade  to  or  near  Shelby  ville,  establishing  cavalry 
scouts  on  the  turnpike  from  Shelbyville  toward  Nashville. 

2d.  Wood’s  brigade,  sappers  and  miners,  15  miles  on  Shelbyville 
road. 

3d.  Crittenden’s  division,  12  miles  on  the  same  road. 

4th.  Breckinridge  and  Texas  Bangers,  7 miles  to  Hindman’s  first  en- 
campment. 

5th.  Hardee,  with  Bowen’s  brigade,  wiU  cross  the  bridge  over  Stone’s 
Creek. 

6th.  All  unattached  companies,  battalions,  or  regiments  wiU  be  put 
in  march  by  Major-General  Hardee  in  advance  of  Bowen. 

7th.  The  colonels  of  regiments  will  place  all  spare  wagons  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  chief  quartermaster. 

8th.  The  brigadiers  and  colonels  will  restrict  their  officers  and  men 
to  the  smallest  possible  amount  of  baggage,  and  turn  over  surplus 
transportation  to  the  chief  quartermaster. 

9th.  Major-General  Hardee  will  assume  command  of  all  the  cavalry 
in  rear  of  the  army,  prescribe  the  time  and  manner  of  their  movement, 
and  direct  them  to  destroy  all  the  bridges  after  they  pass  over. 

10th.  The  chief  quartermaster  will  turn  over  all  surplus  transportation 
to  Major-General  Hardee. 

[By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General.] 
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Moscow,  February  27,  1862. 

Major-General  Polk: 

My  scouts  just  in  from  Baltimore,  and  report  500  Federal  cavalry  at 
sunset  this  evening  advancing  from  Baltimore  towards  Clinton.  • I 
have  about  150  men  here  for  duty  after  guarding  bridges.  K you  will 
send  a full  force  to  meet  me  at  Clinton  soon,  on  to-morrow  morning  I 
can  capture  them.  Please  send  me  all  the  cavalry  you  can  spare. 
Please  answer. 

T.  H.  LOGWOOD. 


Jackson,  Tenn.,  February  28,  1862. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and,  Inspector  General^  Richmond^  Ya,: 

I am  in  despair  about  my  health — ^nervous  affection  of  throat.  Bragg 
ought  to  be  sent  here  at  once.  I will,  when  well  enough,  serve  under 
him  rather  than  not  have  him  here.  Ee-enforcements  are  arriving. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


Circular.]  Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Murfreesborough,  February  28,  1862. 

The  columns  wHl  resume  the  march  to-morrow  morning  in  the  same 
order,  and  continue  it  from  day  to  day  by  Shelbyville  and  Fayetteville 
to  Decatur. 

The  marches  will  be  so  arranged  as  to  . make  about  15  miles  a day  so 
long  as  the  roads  permit. 

By  command  of  General  Johnston: 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- GerveraL 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  First  Division,  Western  Department,  Maj,  Gen.  Leonidas  Polk, 
commanding,  for  February,  1862. 


[Headquarters  Columbus,  Ky.] 


Commands. 

Present  for  duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Infantry. 

Cavalry. 

Artillery. 

j Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

1 S’t  T^iviftion.  

215 

3, 329 

7 

75 

4, 252 

4,782 

2d  Division 

288 

4,193 

2 

70 

21 

354 

6,167 

6,813 

3d  Division 

159 

2,  526 

13 

234 

*19 

*358 

4, 262 

4, 667 

StAwnrt’i^  

87 

1,035 

t30 

t429 

2, 225 

2,  429 

Miscellaneous  1 

205 

2,560 

72 

1, 048 

6 

90 

5, 140 

6,077 

Total 

954 

13.  643 

87 

1, 352 

83 

1,  306 

22, 046 

24, 768 

* Including  Johnson’s  siege  artillery, 
t Heavy  artillery. 

1 Commands  at  Trenton,  Fort  Pillow,  Moscow,  Camp  Beauregard,  Paris,  Island  No.  10,  and  New 
Madrid. 
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Richmond,  Ya.,  March  1,  1862. 

Major  Monsarrat,  Knoxville: 

You  are  authorfeed  to  send  Brownlow  out  of  Tennessee  by  the  Cum- 
berland Mountains  or  any  safe  road. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  Wa/r, 


Jackson,  Tenn.,  March  2,  1862. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard: 

General  : In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  21st  ultimo  to  proceed 
at  once  to  Montgomery,  Ala.,  and  deliver  to  Gov.  J.  G.  Shorter  a letter, 
with  instructions,  which  you  handed  me,  I started  early  the  following 
morning,  but  owing  to  the  disorganized  condition  of  the  different  rail- 
roads I missed  every  connection,  and  did  not  arrive  in  Montgomery 
until  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  ultimo.  I immediately  called  upon  the 
Governor  and  delivered  your  letter  to  him.  He  made  an  appointment 
for  me  to  meet  him,  with  his  Adjutant-General,  at  8 p.  m.  He  then  in- 
formevl  me  that  he  highly  approved  of  your  plan  and  would  give  you 
every  assistance  in  his  power,  but  he  feared  that,  owing  to  the  want  o^ 
arms  and  the  recent  call  for  twelve  new  regiments  made  by  the  General 
Government,  he  could  not  issue  another  proclamation  until  those  regi- 
ments were  raised. 

I endeavored  to  persuade  him  to  select  one  general  officer  and  a cer- 
tain number  of  colonels,  and  inform  them,  if  they  would  collect  together 
a force  of  armed  men,  that  they  should  be  ordered  to  join  you  immedi- 
ately. In  reply  he  said  his  hands  at  present  were  tied,  and  although 
he  did  not  doubt  that  upon  such  terms  a large  number  of  men  could  be 
raised,  still  he  was  first  bound  to  fill  the  requisition  of  the  President, 
but  that  he  Avould  write  and  telegraph  to  Richmond  to  obtain  permission 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  send  you  the  first  five  regiments  of  his 
new  levies.  He  also  informed  me  that  there  were  four  regiments  and 
one  battalion  in  North  Alabama,  guarding  bridges,  &c.  These  troops 
he  thought  would  be  of  more  service  with  you,  and  he  would  intercede 
with  General  Bragg  to  have  them  ordered  to  report  to  you  immediately. 
He  at  once  telegraphed  (copy  attached)  to  General  Bragg.  Owing  to 
the  heavy  rains  the  wires  were  down  and  he  could  get  no  reply. 

The  following  morning  I called  by  appointment  and  requested  him  to 
give  me  the  attached  memorandum  as  his  reply  for  your  perusal.  As 
he  was  making  every  effort  to  arm  and  have  the  new  levies  sent  to  you, 
I left  your  letter  in  his  hands.  He  also  gave  me  a letter  to  General 
Bragg  (a  copy  which  is  attached). 

At  3 p.  m.  I left  Montgomery  by  steamer  and  arrived  at  Mobile  on 
the  28th  ultimo.  The  railroad  being  washed  away  in  many  places,  I 
could  not  come  by  the  most  expeditious  route. 

I immediately  called  upon  General  Bragg  and  handed  him  a copy  of 
your  letter  to  Governor  Shorter,  with  the  one  from  the  Governor  to  him. 
To  my  sur])rise  and  joy  I found  the  general  intended  leaving  the  fol- 
lowing (lay  to  join  you,  and  that  he  would  have  ten  regiments,  besides 
.those  in  North  Alabama,  which  were  en  route  and  would  follow  him.  I 
returned  with  him  to  this  place,  arriving  here  this  morning. 

In  making  this  report  I would  respectfully  state  that,  unless  some 
military  control  is  exercised  in  the  management  of  the  different  rail- 
58  R R — VOL  YII 
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roads  over  whieli  I traveled  to  Montgoinery,  when  required  for  mili- 
tary purposes,  some  serious  accident  will  surely  take  place. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  CHISOLM, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

P.  S. — In  addition  to  the  within-named  regiments  General  Bragg 
will  join  you  with  three  batteries  of  light  artillery. 

fluclosure  No.  1.] 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  February  25,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  Braxton  Bragg,  Mobile^  [Aia.]\ 

General  Beauregard  has  sent  a special  messenger  to  me  for  troops. 
We  can  defend  the  bridge  at  Decatur  and  ^^'orth  Alabama  with  militia. 
Cannot  all  the  forces  under  General  Walker  be  sent  him  His  need  is 
urgent  and  the  movement  of  the  highest  importance  to  us  all.  He  wants 
them  to  rendezvous  nt  Corinth.  Answer  as  soon  as  possible. 

JKO.  GILL  SHOETEE. 

' [Incjosure  No.  2.] 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  February  26,  1862. 
Under  my  proclamation  calling  for  twelve  regiments  I have  no  doubt 
there  will  be  forty  companies  in  camp  in  two  weeks  from  this  date,  but 
the  State  has  no  means  of  arming  them.  Private  arms  it  would  take 
time  to  collect,  either  by  purchase  or  impressment.  I could  not  at  this 
time  or  in  the  next  two  weeks  arm  500  men.  I will  write  to  Eicdunond, 
urging  the  necessity  of  arming  the  new  levies  and  sending  them  to 
Corinth  by  companies  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

JNO.  GILL  SHOETEE.  • 


[Inclosuie  No.  3.] 

Private.]  Executive  Department, 

Montgomery^  Ala.^  February^  26,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  Braxton  Bragg, 

Headquarters  Alabama  and  West  Florida^  Mobile:  • 

' Sir  : I dispatched  you  last  night,  but  could  not  communicate  details, 
which  you  will  receive  by  Captain  Cliisolm,  who  bears  a copy  of  the 
letter  of  General  Beauregard  to  myself.* 

Unless  we  can  retrieve  the  disasters  on  the  Tennessee  and  Cumber- 
land and  carry  the  war  into  the  enemy’s  country  the  whole  Missis- 
sippi Valley  will  be  overrun.  Why  should  not  the  troops  under  Brig. 
Gen.  L.  P.  Walker  be  sent  forward  at  once  to  Corinth,  to  join  the  forces 
being  collected  by  General  B.  for  the  onward  movement  he  suggests  ? 
The  gunboats  of  the  enemy  cannot  get  over  the  Muscle  Shoals  or  reach 
the  bridge  at  Decatur,  near  40  miles  above. 

The  militia  in  that  region  now  organized  could,  most  likely,  defend 
that  position  if  assailed  by  a marauding  force.  But  the  movement  of 
General  B.,  in  my  opinion,  is  of  first  importance.  General  Walker  has 
near  3,000  troops,  all  told.  Say— 


Mississippi  regiment 700 

•Georgia  regiment COO 

Clanton’s  cavalry - 800 

Blount’s  twelve  companies 1, 000 


3, 100 


See  inclosure  No,  1 to  Beauregard  to  Cooper,  February  23,  p.  899. 
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I liave  three  other  armed  cavalry  companies  to  go  at  an  early  day. 
Can’t  you  order  General  Walker  to  report  at  Corinth  to  General  B.? 
I am  this  morning  in  receipt  of  your  favors  of  21st  and  22d,  and  de- 
lighted at  all  you  have  done. 

Yours,  most  respectfully, 

JYO.  GILL  SHOKTEE. 


[Memorandums.*] 

Jackson,  Tenn.,  March  3,  1862. 

1.  Island  ^No.  10  and  blew  Madrid  are  fully  prepared  according  to 
means  and  circumstances. 

2.  Brigadier-General  AVithers,  with  First,  Second,  and  Twenty-first 
Alabama  Eegiments  to  go  forthwith  to  Fort  Pillow,  with  proper  am- 
munition. About  fifteen  guns  from  Columbus  are  ordered  to  Fort 
Pillow,  where  twenty- two  guns  are  already  in  position,  said  fifteen 
guns  not  probably  provided  with  carriages,  but  platforms  are  in  posi- 
tion. Ten  shell  guns  from  Pensacola,  complete,  are  also  ordered  to 
Fort  Pillow  5 also  one  company  of  sappers  and  miners  from  New 
Orleans. 

Troops  from  Island  No.  10  and  New  Madrid  to  fall  back,  in  case  of 
necessity,  to  Fort  Pillow ; can  be  re-enforced  by  railroad  from  Hum- 
boldt to  Memphis,  and  the  military  road  from  Mason’s  Depot,  28  miles 
from  Fort  Pillow.  (Other  road  best.) 

3.  The  main  body  of  General  Polk’s  [army]  is  to  be  at  Humboldt, 
which  is  central  to  Memphis,  Jackson,  Grand  Junction,  Henderson, 
Corinth,  and  Fort  Pillow. 

4.  A rear  guard  of  two  regiments  and  500  cavalry  to  be  stationed  at 
Union  City. 

5.  A battalion  of  infantry  to  be  stationed  at  Paris  from  Humboldt, 
with,  say,  500  cavalry,  which,  together  with  the  other  cavalry,  will 
guard  all  avenues  of  approach  from  the  Tennessee  to  the  Mississippi 
Eiver,  in  front  of  Paris  and  Union  City. 

G.  All  of  the  above-named  forces  and  positions  to  be  under  the 
command  of  Major-General  Polk,  and  to  be  called  the  First  Grand 
Division. 

7.  The  balance  of  the  cavalry,  say  200  men,  to  report  at  these  head- 
quarters. 

8.  Two  regiments  of  infantry  (Fourth  Louisiana  and  Seventh  Missis- 
sippi) at  present  here  to  remain,  ready  to  move. 

9.  The  balance  of  new  troops  from  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  to  ren- 
dezvous at  Grand  Junction. 

10.  Euggles’  brigade,  with  troops  from  Alabama,  to  rendezvous  at 
Corinth. 

11.  Chalmers  to  rendezvous  at  luka. 

12.  Troops  from  Tennessee  (new  levies)  to  rendezvous  at  Henderson 
and  Bethel  Stations,  with  proper  advance  guards  along  Tennessee 
Eiver. 

13.  Columbus  and  Grenada,  Miss.,  to  be  grand  depots  of  supplies  of 
all  kinds  for  this  army. 

14.  All  heavy  baggage,  &c.,  to  be  sent  to  said  depots  forthwith. 

15.  One  regiment  of  unarmed  troops  (except  with  lances)  to  be  sent 
to  Memphis,  as  a guard  to  that  city. 


Of  General  G.  T.  Beauregard. 
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16.  The  Governor  of  Mississippi  to  send  unarmed  troops  to  Columbus 
and  Grenada,  Miss.,  as  a rendezvous. 

17.  All  troops  of  this  army  not  included  in  General  Polkas  command, 
as  above  named,  to  be  under  the  command  of  Major-General  Bragg, 
under  the  denomination  of  Second  Grand  Division.  He  will  resume,  in 
addition  thereto,  the  command  of  his  former  department. 


Port  Pillow,  March  3,  1862. 

General  Polk: 

We  have  at  this  post  the  following  ordnance  stores:  604  32-pounder 
cartridges,  3,300  pounds  cannon  powder,  400  quill  cannon  primers,  200 

friction  tubes,  32  bridge  barrels,  150  port-fires,  146  canister,  164 

balls,  104  Bead  balls,  174  shells  for  32-pounders,  4,560  32-pounder  balls. 
Guns : Six  32-pounder  rifle  guns,  and  ten  smooth-bore  32-pounders  on 
river  and  four  32-pounders  on  back  line,  all  mounted.  Quartermaster’s 
stores : 170  second-hand  tents,  without  ropes.  Amount  of  rations  at 
Fort  Pillow:  10,000  rations  of  rice,  10,000  rations  of  beans,  10,000 
rations  of  molasses,  30,000  rations  of  salt,  15,000  rations  of  flour,  10,000 
rations  of  candles,  4,000  rations  of  meal,  30,000  rations  of  vinegar,  40,000 
rations  of  soap,  60,000  rations  of  coffee,  30,000  rations  of  sugar,  6,000 
rations  of  bacon. 

Shall  I mount  the  guns  that  may  come  here? 

MONTGOMEEY  LYNCH, 

Captaifij  Engineer  Corps, 

[Indorsement.] 

Captain  M.  Lynch,  Fort  Pillow: 

Mount  the  guns  that  arrive.  What  number  of  effective  men  have 
you?  Answer  immediately. 

.GEOEGE  WILLIAMSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Headquarters, 
Huntsville^  Ala,^  March  3,  1862. 
Major-General  Polk,  Columbus^  Ky.: 

My  fight  with  the  gunboats  at  Donelson  proved  that  they  could  not 
withstand  heavy  metal.  To  fight  them  successfully  I suggest,  as  the 
result  of  experience,  the  importance  of  holding  your  fire  for  point- 
blank  range  j also  the  importance  of  having  all  your  shot  and  shell 
for  rifle  well  greased  with  tallow  to  avoid  the  danger  of  bursting  the 
gun.  I did  it  under  long  and  continued  fire  with  perfect  safety.  The 
Federal  officers  admitted  at  Donelson  that  their  gunboats  could  not 
stand  the  fire  of  heavy  metal.  I disabled  four  of  the  five  whose  fire  I 
returned. 

GID.  J.  PILLOW, 
Brigadier- General^  C,  S,  Army, 


Orders,?)  Headquarters  Western  Department, 

No.  8.  i Shelbyville,  March  3,  1862. 

At  7 a.  m.  to-morrow  the  march  will  be  resumed  by  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Wood,  Major-General  Crittenden,  and  Brigadier-General  Breckin- 
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ridge,  on  the  Fayetteville  road  to  Decatur,  each  command  advancing 
from  12  to  15  miles,  sending  staff  officers  in  advance  to  select  encamp- 
ments and  provide  forage. 

By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters,  Knoxville^  March  3,  1862. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  : Your  telegraphic  order  [of  1st  instant]  to  transmit  Dr.  Brown- 
low  out  of  Tennessee  by  Cumberland  Mountains  or  any  safe  road” 
was  received  on  Saturday.  This  morning  I sent  Dr.  Brownlow,  in 
charge  of  Colonel  Young,  of  General  Carrolfs  staff,  with  a guard  of  10 
men,  to  Nashville,  and  thence  to  Kentucky.  I did  not  deem  it  safe  to 
send  by  any  of  the  mountain  passes. 

With  great  respect,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  MONSAREAT, 

Cajytain^  Commanding  Post, 


Richmond,  Va.,  March  4,  1862. 
General  A.  Sidney  Johnston,  Fayetteville^  Tenn.: 

Your  messenger  with  dispatches  of  February  18  only  arrived  yes- 
terday. We  have  no  official  report  of  the  disaster  at  Fort  Donelson, 
and  Congress  is  very  impatient  for  it.  I hear  that  General  Pillow  has 
committed  the  offense  of  publishing  his  report.  We  have  nothing 
from  you  or  General  Floyd.  I will  send  you  written  dispatches  by 
express  to-morrow.  In  [the]  mean  time  send  us  your  plans,  condition, 
and  purposes. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Shelbyvllle,  March  4,  1862. 

J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War : 

My  army  will  move  beyond  this  to-day  on  the  road  to  Decatur.  One 
brigade  remains  here  to  protect  the  stores  until  they  are  shipped  south. 
I will  be  at  the  telegraph  office  at  Fayetteville  to-morrow  morning  to 
receive  any  communications. 

A.  S.  JOHNSTON, 

General, 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond^  Fa.,  March  4, 1862. 
General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  JacTcson^  Tenn. : 

Sir  : Your  letters  of  the  21st,  23d,  and  24th  ultimo,  addressed  to 
General  Cooper,  have  been  received,  as  well  as  your  cipher  dispatch  of 
the  — instant.^*  I receive  with  great  concern  the  news  of  your  contin- 
ued ill  health,  and  trust  that  services  so  valuable  to  our  country  as 
yours  may  be  spared  to  us  at  this  crisis  and  that  your  health  will  be 
restored  before  any  serious  movement  of  the  enemy  can  endanger  your 
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command.  In  the  mean  time  I have  news  that  General  Bragg  has  left 
his  department  to  join  you,  and  I trust  that  his  presence,  hy  relieving 
you  in  part  from  the  anxiety  and  responsibility  which  must  w^eigh  upon 
you,  will  contribute  to  your  restoration  to  active  service. 

You  will  no  doubt  have  learned  ere  this  that  General  Bragg  does 
not  come  alone  to  aid  you,  but  brings  valuable  re-enforcements  of  dis- 
ciplined troops,  though  in  what  number  we  are  not  yet  advised. 

Your  call  upon  the  Governors  of  the  States  in  the  Mississippi  Valley 
for  re- enforcements  is  fully  api>roved,  and  both  Governor  Moore,  of 
Louisiana,  and  Governor  Pettns,  of  Mississippi,  have  been  advised  by 
telegraph  that  they  may  accept  troops  enlisted  for  twelve  months  for 
your  re-enforcement,  provided  the  troops  are  armed.  The  policy  of 
the  Government  has  never  been  to  reject  any  armed  men  ; but  where 
unarmed  men  were  offered  for  twelve  months  we  have  refused  them, 
because  we  have  ^‘war’^  men  enough  to  receive  all  the  arms  we  can 
possibly  procure. 

The  President  has  nominated  to-day  as  brigadier-general  Adjutant- 
General  Mackall.  He  was  not  willing  to  raise  him  at  once  to  the  rank 
of  major-general.  Several  others  of  the  officers  recommended  by  you 
have  lieen  nominated,  as,  for  instance.  Col.  A.  P.  Hill,  Colonel  Winder, 
Colonel  Stevenson ; but  General  J.  E.  Johnston  is  so  reluctant  to  allow 
any  of  his  officers  to  be  withdrawn  from  his  command  that  I scarcely 
know  who  can  be  sent  to  you. 

Your  telegraphic  recommendation  of  Colonel  Gantt  was  received,  but 
not  acceded  to,  as  we  were  aware  you  did  not  know  the  officer  iierson- 
ally,  and  others  were  presented  who  appeared  to  possess  higher  merit. 
Colonel  Churchill,  of  Arkansas,  has  been  nominated,  but  is  not,  I fear, 
in  your  coumiand.  In  order  to  insure  you  such  general  officers  as  you 
need  it  is  thought  best  to  wait  until  you  get  your  re-enforcements  from 
General  Bragg,  and  then  that  you,  with  Generals  Bragg  and  Polk, 
select  from  your  own  command  your  most  promising  officers,  so  as  to 
avoid  the  bad  feeling  that  ahvays  seems  to  attend  the  withdrawal  of 
officers  from  one  command  to  another. 

I am,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BEKJAMINT, 

Secretary  of  ^¥ar, 


Jackson,  Tenn.,  March  4,  1862. 

Beauregards  confidential  notes  of  reference. 

Provisions,  grain,  &c.,  in  Western  Tennessee  to  be  collected  as  rap- 
idly as  possible  and  sent  to  Columbus  and  Grenada,  keeping  on  hand 
provisions  and  forage  as  follows,  viz  : 

At  Union  City,  for  1,500  men,  about  three  weeks. 

At  Humboldt,  for  5,000  men,  about  three  weeks. 

At  Jackson,  for  900  infantry,  about  three  weeks. 

At  Jackson,  for  400  cavalry,  about  three  weeks. 

At  Corinth,  for  15,000  men,  for  four  weeks. 

At  Henderson,  for  800  men,  for  two  weeks. 

At  luka,  for  2,500  men,  for  two  weeks. 

At  Grand  Junction,  for  10,000  men,  for  four  weeks. 

The  regiment  now  at  Trenton  to  be  ordered  forthwith  by  General 
Polk  to  Fort  Pillow  via  Memphis.  Captain  Eobertson’s  cavalry  to  re- 
main at  Henderson  5 the  remainder  of  troops  now  there,  viz,  Lea^s  and 
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Browder\s  regiments  and  stragglers  collected,  to  be  ordered  by  General 
Polk  to  report  to  General  Euggles  at  Corinth  forthwith.  The  Seventh. 
Mississippi  Eegiment,  now  at  Jackson,  Tenn.,  to  be  ordered  by  General 
Bragg  to  Henderson. 


ORGANIZATION. 

Three  or  more  regiments,  or  about  2,500  effective  men,  to  a brigade; 
two  brigades  to  a division;  to  each  brigade  one  battery  of  six  guns, 
either  four  smooth-bores  and  two  howitzers,  four  rifles  and  two  how- 
itzers, or  six  rifle  guns. 

Each  grand  division  should  have  a reserve  battery  as  large  as  prac- 
ticable. There  should  be  a chief  of  artillery  for  light  batteries  on  the 
geueral-in-chieCs  staff. 


AMMUNITION. 

Depots  to  be  established  at  Columbus  and  Grenada,  Miss.  Ammuni- 
tion for  distribution : 100  rounds  per  man  for  infantry  and  cavalry  with 
each  regiment ; 200  rounds  per  jiiece  with  each  company  of  artillery.’ 
The  requisite  amount  in  the  same  ratio  for  an  army  of  35,000  men  to 
be  held  in  depot  at  Grand  Junction  ready  for  shipment  at  a moment’s 
notice. 

ORDNANCE. 

One  chief  of  ordnance.  Captain  Oladowski;  ordnance  offlcer  at  Co- 
lumbus, Mr.  W.  E.  Hunt. 

Ordnance  officer  at  Grenada,  Captain  Gibbs.  ► 

Ordnance  officer  at  Grand  Junction,  Mr.  Tonneau. 

Powder  manufactory  to  be  established  at  Meridian,  and  sulphur,  &c., 
to  be  collected  there. 

Percussion-cap  manufactory  to  be  established  at  Columbus,  and,  if 
possible,  at  Grenada.  ' 

Prisoners  of  war  now  at  Memphis  to  be  removed  to  Tuscaloosa,  Ala. 

Troops  to  be  prepared  for  active  operations  in  the  field ; their  bag- 
gage to  be  reduced  to  a minimum. 

Transportation  shall  be  from  10  to  15  wagons  per  regiment,  if  prac- 
ticable. 

Eear  guards  must,  as  they  retire,  destroy  bridges  behind  them,  especi- 
ally on  ordinary  roads,  by  felling  trees,  <&c.,  if  practicable.  For  this 
purpose  they  must  be  provided  with  axes. 

Each  fort  and  light  battery  must  be  iirovided  forthwith  with  an 
ample  supply  of  rat-tail  files.  General  Polk  will  please  issue  necessary 
orders  to  that  effect. 

The  Fourth  Louisiana  Eegiment  at  Jackson  will  report  to  Major- 
General  Bragg  for  orders. 


^ Union  City,  March  4,  1862. 

General  Leonidas  Polk: 

All  is  right  at  Hickman.  NTo  gunboats  have  been  seen.  I expect  to 
send  do^vm  a locomotive  this  evening. 

I will  have  your  orders  carried  out  as  far  as  possible. 

B.  E.  CHEATHAM, 
Brigadier- General^  C\  >8,  Armf^  •. 
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Moscow,  March  4,  1862. 

Maj.  George  Williamson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

The  railroad  bridge  and  highway  bridge  across  Obion  Creek,  and  the 
railroad  bridge  and  highway  bridges  across  Bayou  de  Ohien  at  this 
I>lace,  and  the  bridges  south  of  town  across  Little  Bayou  de  Ohien  are 
hot  destroyed. 

HENDEESOl^, 

Operator* 


Moscow,  March  4,  1862. 

(Beceived  Jackson,  March  4,  1862.') 

Major-General  Polk  : 

General  Cheatham  has  sent  me  four  orders  from  you  to  establish  a 
line,  with  relays  of  men  every  5 miles,  to  Island  10;  also  aline  to  Union 
City  and  Hickman;  also  to  send  out  officers  to  press  in  500  negroes  for 
work  at  Island  10 ; also  to  scout  towards  Columbus  and  Clinton.  I have 
only  180  men  under  my  command.  The  Federal  cavalry,  reported  1,000 
strong,  are  within  6 miles  of  me,  and  I expect  an  attack  to-night  or  in 
the  morning. 

Colonel  Miller  says  his  force  has  been  divided,  and  those  with  him 
are  not  subject  to  my  orders.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  execute  all 
these  orders  in  as  prompt  a manner  as  you  desire  and  protect  myself. 
Will  you  direct  that  Colonel  Miller  assist  me'?  But  in  this  event  it 
will  take  our  entii*e  commands  to  meet  the  Federal  cavalry  if  we  are 
attacked. 

Four  gunboats  passed  down  the  river  to-day.  If  you  will  let  us  go 
to  Union  City,  the  lines,  &c.,  can  be  established  at  once ; or  if  you  will 
let  all  the  cavalry  remain  here,  we  will  whip  their  cavalry. 

Our  rations  are  out,  and  there  is  no  commissariat  to  diaw  from,  as  no 
ears  run  here. 

T.  H.  LOGWOOD, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding  Post, 


Fort  Pillow,  March  4,  1862 — 1 a.  m. 

Major-General  Polk; 

Colonel  Jordan  has  just  left  here  on  steamer  H.  D.  Mears  for  Memphis. 
There  are  here  two  small  artillery  companies,  perfectly  green;  no  labor- 
ers or  tools.  All  sent  to  Island  No.  10.  If  we  had  some  men  could  hold 
position  some  time.  Have  no  one  to  mount  guns  except  these  two 
companies,  but  will  do  my  best  with  them.  No  guns  as  yet.  Only 
four  guns  on  rear  intrenchment.  Mississippi  within  two  feet  of  high- 
water  marks. 

MONTGOMERY  LYNCH, 

Captain^  Engineers, 


:j.>,  'tj.  '(.'HiTjffl  Qfldr 

General  Orders,^)  . - Jackson,  Tenn., 

No.  1.  ] March  4,  1862.^ 

Under  the  orders  of  the  general  commanding  the  Army  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Yalley  Major-General  Bragg  resumes  his  former  command  of 
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the  Department  of  Alabama  and  West  Florida,  and,  in  addition  thereto, 
assumes  that  of  the  troops  in  North  Mississippi  and  south  of  this  point 
in  West  Tennessee  j the  whole  to  be  designated  as  the  Second  Grand 
Division  of  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  headquarters  for  the 
present  at  Jackson,  Tenn. 

II.  The  following  staff  officers  are  announced  as  attached  to  the  head- 
quarters of  the  division : 

1.  Maj.  George  G.  Garner,  assistant  adjutant-general. 

2.  First  Lieut.  Towson  Ellis  and 

3.  S.  Parker,  jr.,  aides-de-camp. 

4.  Col.  J.  E.  Slaughter,  P.  A.,  acting  inspector-general. 

5.  Col.  J.  B.  Villepigue,  P.  A.,  chief  of  engineers  and  artillery. 

6.  Capt.  H.  Oladowski,  C.  S.  artillery,  chief  of  ordnance. 

7.  Maj.  J.  J.  Walker,  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence. 

8.  Capt.  L.  Y.  Johnston,  assistant  quartermaster. 

9.  Surg.  A.  J.  Foard,  medical  director. 

10.  First  Lieut.  H.  W.  Walter,  Ninth  Mississippi  Volunteers,  acting 
assistant  adjutant-general  and  judge-advocate. 

BEAXTON  BEAGG, 

Major-General^  P.  A, 


Office  of  Clerk  of  House  of  Eepresentatives, 

March  10,  1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  : The  House  of  Eepresentatives  this  day  passed  the  following 
resolution,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  .War  he  requested  to  give  information  to  this  House 
on  the  following  points,  viz  : 

At  what  period  was  it  that  the  Confederate  forces  under  General  Johnston  first  es- 
tablished themselves  in  the  city  of  Bowling  Green,  and  what  was  our  force  at  that  time 
and  within  the  period  of  a week  ? 

What  was  the  force  of  the  enemy  at  that  period  between  Bowling  Green  and  the  Ohio 
River,  and  where  located  ? 

What  prevented  General  Johnston  at  that  time  from  making  a forward  movement 
towards  the  Ohio  River  ? Was  he  restrained  by  instructions  from  the  War  Department 
or  was  he  left  to  his  own  discretion  in  the  matter  ? 

What  forces,  if  any,  were  sent  from  Bowling  Green  to  Fort  Donelson  previous  to  the 
first  battle  at  that  place  and  under  whose  command  ? 

What  number  of  forces  did  General  Johnston  retain  at  Bowling  Green  up  to  the  time 
of  its  evacuation  ? 

Did  General  Johnston  re-enforce  or  attempt  to  re-enforce  the  Confederate  Army  at 
Fort  Donelson  during  the  progress  of  the  conflicts  at  that  place  ? Is  it  within  the 
knowledge  of  the  War  Department  that  any  applications  were  made  by  the  command- 
ers of  our  forces  at  Fort  Donelson  for  re-enforcements  previous  to  ordering  the  conflicts 
of  that  place  ? 

Was  General  Johnston  restrained  by  orders  from  the  War  Department  from  sending 
re-enforcements  or  was  he  left  to  his  own  discretion  in  that  regard  ? 

What  means  of  transportation  had  General  Johnston  at  Bowling  Green  to  enable 
him  to  re-enforce  Fort  Donelson  during  the  contests  had  he  been  disposed  to  do  so  ? 
When  were  the  fortifications  at  Fort  Donelson  and  Fort  Henry  respectively  con- 
structed, and  in  what  mode  ? 

Was  there  any  military  reconnaissance  along  the  banks  of  the  Cumberland  and  Ten- 
nessee Rivers,  with  the  view  to  judicious  selections  of  places  for  fortifications,  before 
the  sites  for  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson  were  selected  ? 

Did  General  Jphnston  fall  back  from  Bowling  Green  in  accordance  with  instructions 
from  the  War  Department  or  was  he  left  to  his  own  discretion  in  the  matter  ? 

Why  was  Nashville  surrendered  to  the  enemy  ? 

Did  General  Johnston  proceed  upon  his  own  discretion  or  under  instructions  from 
the  War  Department  in  regard  to  the  act  of  surrendering  that  city  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy  ? 
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WTien  General  Johnston,  about  the  1st  of  October  last,  made  a call  upon  several  of 
the  States  of  the  Southwest,  including  the  State  of  Tennessee,  for  large  numbers  of 
troops,  why  was  that  call  revoked?  Was  the  act  of  revocation  in  pursuance  of  an 
order  from  the  War  Department  or  upon  his  own  judgment  merely  ? 

Has  the  Department  received  any  official  reports  of  the  affair  at  Fort  Henry  or  Fort 
Donelson  or  touching  the  surrender  of  Nashville  ? If  so,  communicate  the  same. 

EOBT.  E.  DIXON^, 
Cleric  House  of  Eepresentatives. 


Headquarters  Western  Department, 

Decatur^  Ala.,  March  17,  1862. 

Sir  : In  answer  to  certain  interrogatories  addressed  to  me  by  the 
chairman  of  the  special  committee  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives, 
dated  ^^Eichmond,  Va.,, March  10,  1862,”  I have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following: 

I.  After  being  placed  in  command  of  the  Confederate  forces  in  the 
Western  Department  I proceeded  to  Columbus,  Ky.,  to  confer  with 
Major-General  Polk.  I left  Columbus  on  the  13th  and  arrived  at  Bowl- 
ing Green,  Ky.,  on  the  14th  of  October.  At  the  time  of  my  arrival 
Brigadier-General  BucknePs  effective  force  (General  B.  was  then  in 
command  there)  was  about  5,000  men,  effective.  Major-General  Hardee/s 
army  corps  was  by  my  order  arriving  at  that  time  from  the  West.  This 
force  increased  the  army  at  Bowling  Green  about  6,000  men.  On  the 
28th  of  October,  the  date  that  I assumed  the  immediate  command  of 
the  army,  my  effective  force  at  Bowling  Green  was,  say,  12,000  men. 

II.  The  number  of  the  enemy^s  force  at  that  time  between  Bowling 
Green  and  the  Ohio  Eiver,  in  my  immediate  front,  was  estimated  by  me 
at  20,000,  but,  in  addition  to  this  force,  he  had  large  auxiliary  forces 
on  either  flank,  and  his  army  was  being  rapidly  re-enforced  from  the 
States  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  Kentucky. 

III.  Bowling  Green  was  fortified  for  the  reason  that,  in  my  judgment 
and  that  of  my  generals,  it  was  the  most  defensible  point  that  could  be 
selected  to  cover  Kashville  and  our  southern  line  of  operations,  extend- 
ing from  Cumberland  Gap  to  the  Mississippi  Eiver.  It  is  naturally 
strong ; a salient  point  on  the  railways  and  turnpike  roads  passing 
through  Kentucky  •,  was  difficult  to  turn  by  an  aggressive  enemj^,  and 
was  the  most  eligible  depot  and  base  of  operations  for  an  advancing 
army.  It  is  proper  to  say  that  at  the  time  fortifications  were  com- 
menced at  Bowling  Green  I had  hopes  that  my  army  would  be  sufli- 
ciently  augmented  to  enable  me  to  make  an  advance  against  the  enemy. 
Finding,  however,  that  his  forces  were  increasing  very  much  more 
rapidly  than  my  own,  additional  and  strong  defenses,  were  erected  at 
Bowling  Green  to  prevent  the  position  being  carried  by  the  overwhelm- 
ing numbers  of  the  enemy. 

lY.  At  the  time  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Henry  my  effective  force  at  Bowl- 
ing Green,  say  February  7,  was  22,000  men.  I immediately  detached 
8,000  of  this  force,  under  Brigadiers  Floyd  and  Buckner,  to  re-enforce 
Fort  Donelson,  in  addition  to  4,000  ordered  from-  Hopkinsville  and 
Clarksville  to  the  same  point,  thus  making  the  force  at  Fort  Donelson 
«on  the  13th,  the  first  day  of  the  conflict  there,  17,000  men. 

Y.  I received  no  dispatches  from  the  commanding  or  other  general 
at  Donelson  asking  for  re-enforcements  either  before  or  during  the 
conflict. 

[A.  S.  JOHKSTOK.] 
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Hdqrs.  First  Corps,  Army  of  the  Mississippi, 

Corinth^  ilfm*.,  April  1,  18G2. 

General  A.  Sidney  Johnston, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Mississippij  Corinth,  Miss. : 

General  : In  conformity  with  your  order  to  report  to  you  on  the  de- 
fenses of  the  Tennessee  and  Cumherland  Rivers  at  the  time  of  my  taking 
command  at  the  West,  I have  to  say  that  those  defenses  were  at  that 
time  not  included  in  my  command,  nor  were  they  until  after  you  as- 
sumed the  charge  of  the  Western  Department.  My  command  up  to 
that  time  was  limited  on  the  north  and  east  hy  the  Tennessee  River. 

Shortly  after  you  took  command  of  the  Western  Department  Lieu- 
tenant Dixon,  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  was  instructed  by  you  to  make 
an  examination  of  the  works  at  Forts  Henry  and  Donelsou  and  to  re- 
port upon  them. 

These  instructions  were  complied  with,  and  he  reported  that  the 
former  fort,  which  was  nearly  completed,  was  built  not  at  the  most  fa- 
vorable position,  but  that  it  was  a strong  work,  and,  instead  of  abandon- 
ing it  and  building  at  another  idace,  he  advised  that  it  should  be  com- 
pleted and  other  works  constructed  on  the  high  lands  just  above  the 
fort  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 

Measures  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  were  adopted  as  rai^idly  as 
the  means  at  our  disposal  would  allow.  A negro  force  which  was  of- 
fered by  planters  on  the  Tennessee  River  in  North  Alabama  was  em- 
ployed on  the  work,  and  efforts  were  made  to  push  it  to  completion  as 
fast  as  the  means  at  command  would  allow. 

Lieutenant  Dixon  made  also  a similar  reconnaissance  on  the  Cum- 
berland, and  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  although  a better  position  might 
have  been  chosen  for  the  fortifications  on  that  river,  yet,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances then  surrounding  our  command,  it  would  be  better  to  retain 
and  strengthen  the  position  chosen. 

He  accordingly  made  surveys  for  additional  outworks,  and  the  service 
of  a considerable  slave  force  was  obtained  to  construct  them.  This 
work  was  continued  and  kept  under  the  supervision  of  Lieutenant 
Dixon.  Lieutenant  Dixon  also  advised  the  placing  of  obstructions  in 
the  Cumberland  at  a certain  point  below,  where  there  was  shoal  water, 
so  as  to  afford  protection  to  the  operatives  engaged  on  the  fortifications 
against  the  enemy’s  gunboats.  This  was  done,  and  it  oiierated  as  a 
check  to  the  navigation  so  long  as  the  water  continued  low. 

You  are  aAvare  that  efforts  were  made  to  obtain  heavy  ordnance  to 
arm  these  forts,  but  as  we  had  to  rely  on  supplies  from  the  Atlantic 
sea-coast,  they  came  slowly,  and  it  became  necessary  to  divert  a num- 
ber of  pieces  intended  for  Columbus  to  the  service  of  those  forts. 

The  principal  difficulty  in  the  way  of  a successful  defense  of  the 
rivers  in  question  was  the  want  of  an  adequate  force — a force  of  in- 
fantry and  a force  of  experienced  artillerists.  They  were  applied  for 
by  you  and  also  by  me,  and  the  appeal  was  made  earnestly  to  every 
quarter  from  whence  relief  might  be  hoped  for.  Why  it  was  not  fur- 
nished others  must  say.  I believe  that  the  chief  reason,  so  far  as  the 
infantry  was  concerned,  was  the  want  of  arms.  As  to  experienced  ar- 
tillerists, they  were  not  in  the  country,  or  at  least  to  be  spared  from 
other  points. 

When  General  Tilghman  was  made  brigadier- general  he  was  as- 
signed by  you  to  the  command  of  the  defenses  on  the  Tennessee  and 
Cumberland.  It  was  at  a time  when  the  operations  of  the  enemy  had 
begun  j o be  active  on  these  rivers,  and  the  difficulty  of  com'hiuuicating 
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as  rapidly  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  required,  through  the  cir- 
cuitous route  to  Columbus,  made  it  expedient  for  him  to  place  himself 
in  direct  communication  with  general  headquarters.  Nevertheless, 
all  the  support  I could  give  him  in  answer  to  his  calls  was  afforded. 
He  received  from  Columbus  a detachment  of  artillery  officers  as  in- 
structors of  his  troops  on  two  several  occasions,  and  all  the  infantry 
at  my  command  that  could  be  spared  from' the  defense  of  Columbus. 

The  importance  of  gunboats  as  an  element  of  power  in  our  mibtary 
operations  was  frequently  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Government. 
One  transport  boat,  the  Eastport,  was  ordered  to  be  purchased  and 
converted  into  a gunboat  on  the  Tennessee  Eiver,  but  it  was  unfortu- 
nately too  late  to  be  of  any  service. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  POLK, 

Major-General^  Commanding,* 


This  letter  accidentally  duplicated  on  pp.  710,  711. 


Embracing  communications  received  too  late  for  insertion  in  proper  sequence. 


Washington,  Decemler  5,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  0.  Buell: 

1 have  again  telegraphed  Major-General  Halleck  for  information  a3 
to  his  gunboats  and  disposable  troops.  As  soon  as  I receive  reply 
will  arrange  details  with  you.  Send  me  draught  of  water  in  Cumber- 
land Eiver  to  Kashville  and  in  Tennessee  Eiver.  Your  letter  of  3Uth 
received. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLA^^^, 

Major- General^  U,  S.  Army, 


Hdqes.  First  Division,  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Lehanouj  Ky.,  December  16,  1861. 

Brigadier-General  Buell  : 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ohio,  Louisville,  Ky.  : 

General:  Lieutenant-Colonel  Letcher,  First  Kentucky  Cavalry, 
reached  this  place  to-day,  with  five  companies  of  his  regiment,  on  his 
way  to  Piketon.  The  additional  company  ordered  by  you  yesterday 
will  probably  reach  here  to-morrow.  I have  directed  Colonel  Letcher 
to  take  80  rounds  per  man,  which  will  be  enough  until  his  supplies 
reach  him  from  your  headquarters.  I find  it  a difficult  matter  to  keep 
the  troops  at  Somerset  and  Columbia  supplied  from  this  department 
with  the  limited  means  of  transportation  at  my  command.  Keither 
Colonel  Dudley’s  nor  Colonel  Hobson’s  regiments  have  wagons,  and 
the  Eighteenth  Infantry  and  Colonel  Barnes’  regiment  are  also  with- 
out wagons.  We  have  very  few  wagons  for  the  brigade  and  division 
trains,  and  although  requisitions  have  been  made  frequently  none  have 
been  received.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  we  should  have  them 
as  soon  as  possible. 

I have  4 prisoners  in  camp:  3 of  them  are  Confederate  soldiers; 
the  other  is  a Dr.  Jackson,  who  shot  the  soldier  of  the  Minnesota  regi- 
ment on  last  Friday  night.  From  the  report  made  by  the  men  I am 
inclined  to  think  the  shooting  was  entirely  unprovoked,  and  the  pris- 
oner, from  his  avowed  secession  sentiments,  should  be  kept  in  confine- 
ment in  some  one  of  the  military  prisons. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier- General  U,  S.  Volunteers, 
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IlDQRS.  First  Division,  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Lebanon^  Ky.,  December  17,  1861. 

Brigadier  General  Buell, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ohio,  Louisville,  Ky. : 

General  : Lieutenant-Colonel  Henderson,  Thirty-third  Indiana,  re- 
ports to  me  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  him  to  send  the  sick  of  his 
regiment  to  Camp  Dick  Eobinson  without  taking  the  well  men  also  to 
take  care  of  them.  He  thinks  by  encamping  the  regiment  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Crab  Orchard  that  the  sick  will  be  much  better  cared  for  there 
than  if  removed  to  Camp  Eobinson.  He  reports  the  arrival  of  three 
surgeons  from  Indiana  to  assist  in  the  hospitals,  and  that  the  condition 
of  the  sick  is  much  improved.  He  also  reports  that  Colonel  Coburn  is 
at  Lexington,  very  dangerously  ill  with  typhoid  fever. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  8.  Volunteers, 


Headquarters, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  December  29,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  Louisville : 

Johnson,  Maynard,  Ac.,  are  again  becoming  frantic,  and  have  President 
Lincoln’s  sympathy  excited.  Political  considerations  would  make  it 
advisable  to  get  the  arms  and  troops  into  Eastern  Tennessee  at  a very 
early  day;  you  are,  however,  the  best  jadge.  Can  you  tell  me  about 
when  and  in  what  force  you  will  be  in  Eastern  Tennessee  % Is  Schoepf 
competent t Do  you  wish  anj^  promotions  made  from  your  colonels'? 
Better  get  the  Eastern  Tennessee  arms  and  clothing  into  position  for 
distribution  as  soon  as  possible.  I will  write  you  fully  as  soon  as  I am 
well  enough.  Please  answer  by  telegraph. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAE, 

Major-General,  JJ.  8.  Army. 


Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  Jamiary  1,  1862. 

My  Dear  General  Halleck:  General  McClellan  is  not  danger- 
ously ill,  as  I hope,  but  would  better  not  to  be  disturbed  with  business. 
I am  very  anxious  that,  in  case  of  General  BuelPs  moving  toward 
Nashville,  the  enemy  shall  not  be  greatly  re-enforced,  and  I think  there 
is  danger  he  will  be  from  Columbus.  It  seems  to  me  that  a real  or 
feigned  attack  upon  Columbus  from  up-river  at  the  same  time  would 
either  prevent  this  or  compensate  for  it  by  throwing  Columbus  into 
our  hands.  I wrote  General  Buell  a letter  similar  to  this,  meaning 
that  he  and  yon  shall  communicate  and  act  in  concert,  unless  it  be 
your  judgment  and  his  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  it.  You  and  he 
will  understand  much  better  than  I hew  to  do  it.  Please  do  not  lose 
time  in  this  matter. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Camp  near  Campbellsville,  Ky.,  January  1,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ohio,  Louisville,  Ky. : 

General  : When  I wrote  you  that  I should  start  on  Tuesday  (yes- 
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terday)  with  my  command  I was  under  the  impression  that  sufficient 
teams  could  he  procured  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lebanon  to  place 
100,000  rations  in  Columbia  at  once.  I find,  however,  that  it  cannot 
be  done  since  leaving  Lebanon,  and  have  therefore  halted  at  this  place, 
and  will  send  back  to-morrow  all  the  regimental  teams  (except  four  to 
each  regiment)  for  a load  of  subsistence,  which  will  enable  me  to  place 
in  Columbia  over  100,000  rations  by  Sunday.  To  effect  this  will  only 
ilelay  me  two  days  at  most,  for  were  I to  go  direct  to  Columbia  I should 
be  compelled  to  halt  there  for  rations  to  arrive  before  I could  advance, 
as  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  procure  supiilies  on  the  road  between 
Columbia  and  Somerset.  Moreover,  as  there  is  considerable  excite- 
ment here  about  a threatened  advance  of  the  enemy  on  Greensburg, 
my  halt  here  will  have  the  effect  of  misleading  the  people  as  to  the 
prime  object  of  the  move.  After  getting  the  supplies  into  Columbia  I 
shall  be  ready  to  move  without  delay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Brigadier- General^  U.  8,  Volunteers, 


Headquarters  Eleventh  Bri&ade, 

Columbia^  Ky.^  January  3,  1802. 

General  Buell, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ohio,  Louisville,  Ky.: 

Sir  : General  Zollicoffer  has  received  re-enforcements  to  amount  of 
six  regiments — about  4,000  men.  I learn  this  reliably.  Zollicoffer  has 
sene  a force  down  on  this  side  the  Cumberland  as  far  as  Wolf  Creek, 
with  teams,  to  forage  the  country.  A considerable  cavalry  force  has 
b en  in  Jamestown. 

I am  informed  to-day  that  a part  of  ZollicoffeEs  force  is  at  the  mouth 
of  Greasy  Creek,  0 miles  beyond  Jamestown,  in  Bussell  County.  They 
are  preparing  to  fortify  themselves  at  mouth  of  Greasy  Creek,  on  the 
Cumberland.  If  time  is  given  them  they  will  soon  be  fortified  so  as  not 
to  be  dislodged  without  great  loss.  If  promxit  action  was  taken  they 
could  be  prevented  taking  and  holding  the  position.  As  soon  as  they 
secure  the  point  they  will  take  Burkesville.  They  will  now  have  posses- 
sion of  the  Cumberland  Biver.  They  have  six  or  seven  little  steam- 
boats at  Celina  ready  to  come  ui)  with  clothing,  commissary  stores,  &c. 
They  will  ravage  and  devastate  the  whole  country  along  the  river,  feed- 
ing their  people  and  leaving  ours  to  starve. 

I will  be  obliged  to  you  to  send  Captain  Gilbert  here,  and  that  you 
immediately  telegraph  the  President  to  apx)oint  Captain  Gilbert  briga- 
dier-general in  my  place. 

I will  write  you  fully  on  this  subject  on  to-morrow.  If  it  be  the  pur- 
pose of  the  President  to  appoint  me,  of  which  I am  not  advised,  I think 
I ought  to  decline  the  appointment  in  favor  of  Captain  Gilbert  or  any 
really  qualified  man. 

My  letter  will  explain  itself. 

Bespectfully,  &c., 

J.  T.  BOYLE, 

Acting  Brigadier- General, 


Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  January  6,  18G2. 
Brigadier-General  Buell  : 

My  Dear  Sir  : Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  has  been  received,  and  it 
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disappoints  and  distresses  me.  I have  shown  it  to  General  McClellan  ^ 
who  says  he  will  write  you  to-day.  I am  not  competent  to  criticise  your 
views,  and  therefore  what  I offer  is  merely  in  justification  of  myself. 
Of  the  two,  I would  rather  have  a point  on  the  railroad  south  of  Cum- 
berland Gap  than  Nashville — first,  because  it  cuts  a great  artery  of  the 
enemy^s  communication,  which  Nashville  does  not;  and,  secondly,  be- 
cause it  is  in  the  midst  of  loyal  people,  who  would  rally  around  it,  while 
Nashville  is  not.  Again,  I cannot  see  why  the  movement  on  East  Ten- 
nessee would  not  be  a diversion  in  your  favor  rather  than  a disadvan- 
tage, assuming  that  a movement  toward  Nashville  is  the  main  object. 

But  my  distress  is  that  our  friends  in  East  Tennessee  are  being- 
hanged  and  driven  to  despair,  and  even  now  I fear  are  thinking  of  tak- 
ing rebel  arms  for  the  sake  of  personal  protection.  In  this  we  lose  the 
most  valuable  stake  we  have  in  the  South.  My  dispatch,  to  which  yours 
is  an  answer,  was  sent  with  the  knowledge  of  Senator  Johnson  and 
Kepresentative  Maynard,  of  East  Tennessee,  and  they  will  be  upon  me 
to  know  the  answ^er,  which  I cannot  safely  show  them.  They  would 
despair,  possibly  resign,' to  go  and  save  their  families  somehow  or  die 
with  them. 

I do  not  intend  this  to  be  an  order  in  any  sense,  but  merely,  as  inti- 
mated before,  to  show  you  the  grounds  of  my  anxiety. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Executive  Mansion, 
Washington^  January  13,  1862. 

Brigadier-General  Buell  : 

My  Dear  Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  yesterday  is  received,  in  which  you 
say,  “I  have  received  your  letter  and  General  McClellan’s,  and  will  at 
once  devote  all  my  efforts  to  your  views  and  his.”  In  the  midst  of  my 
many  cares  I have  not  seen  nor  asked  to  see  General  McClellan’s  letter 
to  you.  For  my  own  views,  I have  not  offered,  and  do  not  now  offer 
them,  as  orders;  and  while  I am  glad  to  have  them  respectfully  con- 
sidered, T would  blame  you  to  follow  them  contrary  to  your  own  clear 
judgment,  unless  I should  put  them  in  the  form  of  orders.  As  to  Gen- 
eral McClellan’s  views,  you  understand  your  duty  in  regard  to  them 
better  than  I do. 

With  this  preliminary  I state  my  general  idea  of  this  war  to  be  that 
we  have  the  greater  numbers  and  the  enemy  has  the  greater  facility  of 
concentrating  forces  upon  points  of  collision;  that  we  must  fail  unless  we 
can  find  some  way  of  making  our  advantage  an  overmatch  for  his ; and 
that  this  can  only  be  done  by  menacing  him  with  superior  forces  at 
different  points  at  the  same  time,  so  that  we  can  safely  attack  one  or 
both  if  he  makes  no  change  ; and  if  he  weakens  one  to  strengthen  the 
other,  forbear  to  attack  the  strengthened  one,  but  seize  and  hold  the 
weakened  one,  gaining  so  much. 

To  illustrate:  Suppose  last  summer,  when  Winchester  ran  away  to  re- 
enforce Manassas,  we  had  foreborne  to  attack  Manassas,  but  had  seized 
and  held  Winchester.  I mention  this  to  illustrate  and  not  to  criticise. 
I did  not  lose  confidence  in  McDowell,  and  I think  less  harshly  of  Pat- 
terson than  some  others  seem  to.  In  application  of  the  general  rule  I 
am  suggesting  every  particular  case  wull  have  its  modifying  circum- 
stanceSp  among  which  the  most  constantly  present  and  most  difficult  to 
meet  will  be  the  want  of  perfect  knowledge  of  the  enemy’s  movements. 
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This  had  its  part  in  the  Bull  Run  case;  but  worse  in  that  case  was  the 
expiration  of  the  terms  of  the  three-months’  men. 

Applying?  the  principle  to  your  case,  my  idea  is  that  Halleck  shall 
menace  Columbus  and  ‘^down-river”  generally,  while  you  menace  Bowl- 
ing Green  and  East  Tennessee.  If  the  enemy  shall  concentrate  at 
Bowling  Green  do  not  retire  from  his  front,  yet  do  not  fight  him  there 
either,  but  seisJe  Columbus  and  East  Tennessee,  one  or  both,  left  ex- 
posed by  the  concentration  at  Bowling  Green.  It  is  a matter  of  no 
small  anxiety  to  me,  and  one  which  I am  sure  you  will  not  overlook, 
that  the  East  Tennessee  line  is  so  long  and  over  so  bad  a road. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

A.  LIKCOLI!!. 


[Indorsement.] 


January  13, 1862. 

Having  to-day  written  General  Buell  a letter,  it  occurs  to  me  to  send 
General  Halleck  a copj^  of  it. 


A.  LINCOLil. 


Saint  Louis,  January  15,  1802. 

Brig.  Gen.  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  of  the  Army^  Washington : 

General  : I am  fully  satisfied,  from  the  inquiries  made  of  officers  of 
confidence  who  visited  Paducah,  that  there  are  no  real  grounds  of 
com])laint  against  General  Smith;  certainly  not  sufficient  to  justify  his 
withdrawal.  His  command  is  reported  in  the  best  discipline  and  order 
of  any  one  in  the  department. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  for  several  months  to  injure  General 
Smith  by  newspaper  attacks.  This  was  done  for  the  purpose  of  having 
him  removed  to  give  place  for  another  aspirant,  who,  by  all  accounts,  is 
totally  unfit  for  any  command.  General  Smith  applied  some  weeks  ago 
for  a court  of  inquiry  to  examine  into  the  conduct  of  certain  officers  of 
his  command,  which  application  was  forwarded  to  your  office  for  the 
action  of  the  President,  but  received  no  reply. 

Under  these  circumstances  I sent  General  Cullum,  General  Sturgis, 
Colonel  Totten,  and  others  to  Paducah  on  inspecting  duty,  to  report  on 
the  condition  of  the  command.  In  order  to  leave  these  officers  free 
from  all  prejudice  in  the  matter,  I did  not  inform  them  of  any  par- 
ticular subject  of  examination  till  they  returned.  I then  asked  them 
directly  as  to  the  difficulty  between  General  Smith  and  some  of  the 
officers  of  his  command,  and  each  one  has  answered  that  in  his  ojiinion 
the  blame  should  rest,  not  on  General  Smith,  but  on  others.  Such,  I 
am  informed,  is  also  the  opinion  of  General  Grant,  who  now  commands 
the  district. 

I was  not  aware  that  any  formal  report  on  this  matter  was  expected 
of  me  or  1 should  have  reported  some  time  ago.  That  part  of  General 
McClellan’s  orders  to  place  General  Grant  in  command  of  the  district 
was  executed,  but  the  part  relating  to  the  withdrawal  of  General  Smith 
was  suspended. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


59  R R— YOL  vn 
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Saint  Louis,  January  24,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  F.  Smith, 

Commanding j d&c.,  Paducah  : 

General  : Please  send  me  at  your  earliest  convenience  a full  de- 
scription of  the  road  and  country  from  Smithland  to  Dover  and  Fort 
Henry;  also  of  the  road  south  of  the  Tennessee  to  Fort  Henry,  and  the 
mvaiis  of  crossing  the  river  at  different  points  above  Paducah.  This 
report  should  be  as  much  in  detail  as  your  means  of  information  will 
allow.  I ])articularly  wish  to  know  the  ciiaracter  of  the  country  between 
these  roads  and  the  rivers,  and  whether  it  is  such  that  troops  can  sus- 
tain or  be  sustained  by  the  gunboats ; also  a description  of  the  roads 
and  country  east  of  the  Cumberland,  and  its  character  with  regard  to 
military  movements  of  an  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Major-General, 


' Jan'JARY  27,  1862. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Colburn, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Washington^  D.  G. : 

General  Thomas  had  orders  to  pursue  the  enemy  with  all  possible 
vigor,  but  the  difficulty  of  crossing  the  river  delayed  the  pursuit,  which 
now  would  perhaj^s  be  fruitless,  as  all  information  goes  to  sliow  that 
they  are  entirely  dispersed.  General  Schoepf,  however,  i»,  I suppose, 
in  Monticello  to-day,  where,  there  being  no  enemy  to  pursue,  lie  will 
remain  until  further  orders.  The  rest  of  the  division  is  at  Mill  Springs 
and  Somerset,  collecting  captured  property  and  repairing  the  road, 
which  is  nearly  impassable.  I have  four  regiments  at  work  corduroy- 
ing it  entirely  for  a distance  of  about  40  miles.  It  will  not  otherwise 
be  ])ossible  to  carry  trains  over  it.  Even  now  it  is  with  the  greatest 
difficulty  that  the  troops  there  are  imperfectly  supplied  with  provisions. 

The  principal  part  of  General  Carter’s  brigade  has  been  at  Somerset. 
I have  ordered  it  back  to  the  Cumberland  Gap  route  to  advance  on  the 
Gap.  When  I ordered  Thomas  forward  to  attack  Zollicoffer  I expected 
by  the  time  that  was  accomplished  to  be  able  to  advance  him  at  once 
into  East  Tennessee ; but  want  of  transportation  and  the  condition  of 
the  roads  have  thus  far  rendered  it  impossible. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 


Washington,  January  29,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Saint  Louis : 

My  Dear  General  : I have  recommended  A.  J.  Smith  for  brigadier- 
general,  as  you  requested,  and  when  his  name  is  acted  upon  will  assign 
him  to  duty  with  you.  I have  also  recommended  General  Hitchcock,  as 
you  desire.  Your  welcome  letter  in  regard  to  future  operations  is  re- 
ceived. I will  reply  in  full  in  a day  or  two.  In  the  mean  time  get  your 
force  in  hand  and  study  the  ground.  I will  try  to-day  to  send  you  some 
more  infantry  arms.  Cavalry  arms  are  terribly  scarce.  I have  had  to 
take  to  lances  here  to  supply  deficiencies.  I like  your  views  as  to  the 
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future.  They  fully  agree  with  my  own  ideas  from  the  beginning,  which 
has  ever  been  against  a movement  in  force  down  the  Mississippi  itself. 
The  news  from  the  Burnside  expedition  is  by  no  means  so  unfavorable 
as  the  telegram  reports.  He  had  terrible  gales  while  crowded  in  a 
small  harbor.  The  only  real  evil  of  consequence  is  the  delay. 

1 will  tiy  to  devote  this  afternoon  to  you  and  Buell,  to  give  you  my 
views  and  intentions  in  full. 

Can  you  spare  Stanley  to  Buell  as  chief  of  cavalry,  or  shall  I look 
elsewhere  to  get  him  one?  He  (Buell)  has  not  asked  for  him,  but  I 
know  him  to  be  a first-rate  ofiicer. 

I am  very  sorry  that  you  have  been  so  ill,  but  sincerely  hope  that 
you  are  now  quite  well  again. 

While  I think  of  it,  do  you  not  think  that  it  would  be  well  to  try  one 
of  those  mortar  floats  thoroughly  with  50  or  100  discharges  before  arm- 
ing them  all  ? Je  ni^en  doute  un  peu.  It  is  very  desirable  to  move  all 
along  the  line  by  the  22d  February,  if  possible. 

In  haste,  sincerelv,  your  friend, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAFT. 


Louisville,  Ky., 

February  1,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Army : 

My  Dear  General:  Since  my  reply  to  your  last  letter  I have  di- 
rected my  efibrts  to  the  object  you  had  in  view.  The  obstacles  I have 
had  to  fight  against  are  the  want  of  transportation  and  the  condition 
of  the  roads.  The  former  alone  has  been  an  insuperable  obstacle  to  an 
advance  into  East  Tennessee,  and  when  that  is  overcome  I feel  it  my 
duty  to  tell  jmu,  with  the  light  of  the  experience  we  are  now  having, 
that  the  latter  will  efiectually  bar  our  progress  in  that  direction  on  a 
footing  which  will  promise  anything  but  failure.  I will  give  you  my 
reasons;  you  can  judge  what  they  are  worth: 

It  is  201)  mif  s or  thereabouts  from  our  depots  (at  the  terminus  of  the 
railroad)  to  Knoxville  or  the  nearest  point  on  the  Tennessee  Kailroad. 
At  the  best  su])plies  are  meager  along  the  whole  route,  and  if  they 
suffice  for  a trip  or  tw^o  must  by  that  time  be  entirely  exhausted  for 
any  distance  that  we  can  reach  along  both  sides  of  the  road. 

From  Somerset  to  Jacksborough  we  will  scarcely  find  any  at  all. 
East  Tennessee  is  almost  entirely  stripped  of  wheat  by  the  enemy.  In 
the  productive  region  there  is  still  a small  surplus  of  corn  and  wheat. 
We  must  supi)ly  two-thirds  of  the  ration  from  our  depots  here,  and  we 
must  of  course  depend  on  them  also  for  our  ordnance  and  other  stores. 
It  will  take  1,000  wmgons  constantly  going  to  supply  10,000  men.  We 
can  judge  of  the  effect  of  that  amount  of  hauling  on  the  dirt  roads  of 
this  country  by  the  experience  we  have  already  had.  Forty  of  the  80 
miles  from  Lebanon  to  Somerset  are  of  that  sort  of  road,  and  it  is  evi- 
dent that  it  would  soon  become  impassable,  to  obviate  which  I have  five 
regiments  now  engaged  in  corduroying  it  throughout;  but  ij;  is  a tedious 
wmrk,  too  much  so  to  be  undertaken  on  the  whole  route  to  East  Ten- 
nessee. If  the  number  of  troops  and  consequently"  the  amount  of  haul- 
ing is  increased  the  difficulty  is  increased  in  a greater  proportion.  The 
limited  amount  of  forage  on  the  route  will  be  speedily  exhausted,  as 
besides  provisions  for  our  men  we  must  have  forage  for  our  animals;  a 
thing  that  is  not  to  be  thought  of. 
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In  my  pievious  letter  I set  down  three  divisions  (say  30,000  effective 
men)  as  the  force  that  would  be  required  for  East  Tennessee,  two  to 
l)enetrate  the  country  and  one  to  keep  open  communications.  I believe 
that  is  the  least  force  that  will  suffice,  and  it  ought  to  be  able  to  estab- 
lish itself  promptly  before  it  can  be  anticipated  by  a force  of  the  enemy 
sufficient  to  make  the  result  doubtful.  With  railroads  converging  from 
the  east,  west,  and  south,  it  ought  not  to  be  difficult  for  them  to  get 
a pretty  formidable  force  in  that  country  in  ten  days.  The  people  of 
East  Tennessee  are  loyal,  and  will  remain  so,  though  submitting  to  the 
power  that  has  subjugated  them.  They  will  rise  whenever  they  can 
see  themselves  properly  supported  and  we  can  put  arms  in  their  hands, 
but  not  before  in  any  efficient  manner.  It  would  be  cruel  to  induce 
them  to  do  so  on  any  other  conditions. 

For  the  reasons  I have  stated  I have  been  forced  reluctantly  to  the 
conviction  that  an  advance  into  East  Tennessee  is  impracticable  at 
this  time  on  any  scale  which  will  be  sufficient.  I have  ordered  General 
Carter’s  brigade  to  move  on  the  Gap,  but  I fear  very  much  that  even 
that  will  be  compelled  to  fall  back  for  supplies,  such  is  the  condition  of 
the  roads  over  which  they  have  to  be  hauled. 

Having  stated  to  you  candidly  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  object 
you  have  so  much  at  heart,  you  will  naturally  expect  to  know  what  I 
propose  to  do  in  the  mean  time.  It  is  to  move  at  once  against  Bowliug 
Green,  in  combination  with  an  attack  up  the  Tennessee  and  Cumber- 
land and  an  effective  demonstration  against  Columbus,  each  in  sufficient 
force  to  do  its  work  with  the  enemy’s  force  divided.  Any  operations 
which  depend  on  celerity  with  the  roads  in  their  present  condition  are 
out  of  the  question.  The  object  must  be  accomplished  by  hard  knocks. 
The  enemy  is.  strongly  fortitied  at  Bowling  Green  and  is  daily  increas- 
ing his  strength  along  the  whole  front,  of  which  that  place  and  Colum- 
bus are  the  Hanks.  It  is  dangerous  to  allow  him  to  continue  the  work 
of  preparation.  I believe  he  will  rate  the  importance  of  his  positions 
along  his  front  in  this  order:  First,  the  rivers,  including  Nashville  j sec- 
ond, Bowling  Green;  third,  Columbus.  His  center  is  now  the  most 
vulnerable  point,  as  it  is  also  the  most  decisive.  The  attack  on  it  should 
be  made  by  an  adequate  force,  and  should  be  determined  and  persistent. 
Twenty  thousand  men  might  commence  it,  and  these  should  probably 
be  increased  very  soon  to  30,000.  Tbe  first  object  should  be  to  carry 
Fort  Henry,  Dover,  and  Clarksville,  destroying  the  bridges  ; in  fact  the 
latter  ought  to  be  effected  by  the  gunboats  by  surprise  while  the  rivers 
are  swollen,  as  suggested  in  my  letter  yesterday.  These  objects  accom- 
plished and  Nashville  in  danger,  the  resistance  at  Bowling  Green  will 
give  way  ; otherwise  the  struggle  at  that  point  will  be  imotracted  and 
difficult.  An  examination  of  the  accompanying  map,  made  up  from 
the  best  information  we  can  obtain,  will  satisfy  you  of  this.*  Besides 
being  strongly  fortified,  the  river  in  front  is  a formidable  barrier.  You 
are  aware  that  by  means  of  locks  it  is  navigable  for  steamers  to  the 
city ; above  that  it  is  fordable  in  low  water,  but  not  now.  You  will  see 
from  this  that  the  attack  must  commence  and  be  carried  on  to  a con- 
siderable extent  with  heavy  artillery.  As  far  as  that  goes,  inequality 
of  numbers  will  not  matter  much  ; but  after  a while  the  river  must  be 
crossed,  and  then  if  they  are  allowed  to  swell  their  force,  as  they  can 
do  if  not  occupied  at  other  points,  we  might  have  more  than  we  could 
attend  to.  It  is  possible  also  that  we  may  have  to  fight  before  we  get 
possession  of  the  heights  that  will  enable  us  to  use  heavy  artillery.  I 
have  certain  notions- as  to  the  plan  of  attack,  but  so  much  depends  on 
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tbe  ground  that  it  would  be  useless  to  state  them  in  derail ; besides,  the 
circumstances  may  change  in  the  mean  time.  We  shall  be  dependent 
on  the  railroad,  which  must  be  repaired  as  we  advance.  It  will  take 
ten  days  or  more  to  reach  their  position  from  Green  Eiver. 

I am  not  unconscious  of  the  magnitude  of  the  work  I propose,  but  it 
has  to  be  done,  and  the  sooner  we  can  do  it  the  better. 

While  you  were  sick,  by  direction  of  the  President  I proposed  to 
Halleck  some  concert  of  action  between  us.  He  answered,  I can  do 
nothing;  name  a day  for  a demonstration.”  Night  before  last  I received 
a dispatch  from  him,  saying,  ‘‘  I have  ordered  an  advance  on  Fort 
Henry  and  Dover.  It  will  be  made  immediately.”  I protest  against 
such  prompt  proceedings,  as  though  I had  nothing  to  do  but  command 
Commence  firing  ” when  be  starts  off.  However  he  telegraphs  me  to- 
night that  co-operation  is  not  essential  now. 

Truly,  yours, 

D.  C.  BUELL. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

February  1,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Missouri  : 

General  : General  McClellan  directs  me  to  inclose  you  an  extract 
from  the  report  of  a man  sent  South  by  him.  Tlie  man  has  been  in  tlie 
general’s  employ  for  the  past  six  or  seven  months,  and  he  thinks  the 
statement  ijerfectly  reliable  as  far  as  it  goes. 

The  general  has  ordered  the  Chief  of  Ordnance  to  send  the  following 
arms  to  you  immediately.  He  hopes  to  be  able  to  send  you  at  least 
10,000  more  very  soon : One  thousand  and  thirty-six  Vincennes  rifles, 
750  short  Enfield  rifles  with  sword  bayonets  (without  the  bayonets  these 
will  answer  for  cavalry  until  other  arms  can  be  supi)]ied),  1,500  revolvers, 
and  5,000  sabers.  These  are  all  the  arms  at  present  on  hand  which  can 
be  supplied.  He  will  be  glad  to  have  you  make  a statement  of  what 
arms  you  require. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  Y.  COLBURN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[Inclosare.] 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington^  D.  (7.,  January  31,  1862. 

At  Lynchburg,  on  the  9th  January,  six  crowded  cars,  loaded  with 
soldiers,  were  taken  into  the  train,  bound  for  Bowling  Green.  These 
were  a part  of  Floyd’s  and  Wise’s  commands  from  Western  Virginia, 
under  orders  for  Richmond,  but  order  countermanded  at  Lynchburg. 

During  the  day  of  the  10th,  operative,  being  at  Abingdon,  Va.,  saw 
a part  of  Floyd’s  and  Wise’s  commands  (a  cavalry  regiment — about  700, 
including  two  pieces  of  artillery  manned).  These,  too,  were  en  route  for 
Richmond  from  Western  Virginia,  but  were  ordered  back  to  Western 
Virginia  from  Abingdon.  The  cavalry  was  armed  principally  with 
breech-loading  rifles,  made  in  Baltimore;  also  each  with  Colt’s  revolvers, 
navy  size,  and  several  with  heavy,  large  shot-guns  for  buck-shot,  each 
having  saber;  artillery,  two  6-pounders,  iron,  one  smooth,  one  rifled. 

Question  asked,  “ WIq^  going  back?”  Answer.  ‘‘To  hold  the  Yan- 
kees in  checkin  Western  Virginia,  as  they  were  coming  and  destroying 
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everything.”  Soldiers  said,  ‘^Forage  in  Western  Virginia  nearly  all 
consumed,  and  what  to  do  on  returning  they  did  not  see.”  Soldiers 
further  said  the  roads  in  Western  Virginia  were  horrible ; the  men  were 
mostly  farmers  and  looked  hearty ; horses  nearly  worn-out. 

Morning  of  17th  January  operative  left  Abingdon,  Va.,  en  route  for 
Nashville;  reached  Knoxville  same  evening;  laid  over  during  night,  as 
trains  do  not  run  nights  for  fear  of  Union  men  throwing  off  trains,  &c. ; 
on  the  way — at  Uniontown — bridge  across  the  river  at  that  place  en- 
tirely destroyed  some  weeks  before,  when  ^‘bridge-burning”  was  gen- 
eral. Passengers  at  Union  Station  have  to  leave  cars  and  walk  around 
about  miles,  over  wagon -road  bridge,  which  latter  was  sought  to  be 
destroyed,  but  not  accomplished. 

At  Union  Station  was  one  company  of  infantry,  stationed  to  guard 
materials,  on  which  30  men  were  employed  build'ing  the  bridge  anew. 
At  Jonesborough,  Tenn.,  was  stationed  a company  of  infantry,  to  guard 
railroad  and  check  uprising  of  Union  men ; at  Greenville,  two  compa- 
nies of  infantry  and  two  pieces  of  light  artillery,  for  the  same  purpose  ; 
at  Kussellville,  Tenn.,  one  company  of  infantry,  same  purpose;  an- 
other at  Mossy  Creek ; at  all  railroad  bridges,  large  and  small,  guards 
stationed. 

At  Knox^dlle,  stationed  one  regiment  of  infantry  and  four  pieces  of 
artillery.  A lieutenant  at  Knoxville  stated  that  they  were  not  half 
armed,  but  well  dressed ; stated  further  that  if  the  soldiers  were  re- 
moved the  Union  men  would  be  as  bad  as  ever  in  twenty  four  hours, 
and  that  he  did  not  believe  there  were  ten  good  Southern  men  in  Knox- 
ville, and  he  thought  best  to  hang  them  all,  as  it  cost  more  to  keep 
them  down  than  all  East  Tennessee  was  worth ; had  he  his  way  he 
would  “ hang  old  Brownlow  that  night.”  Brownlow  had  been  in  prison, 
but  was  allowed  home  on  account  of  his  being  very  sick,  and  was  then 
expected  to  die  every  day.  Provisions  at  Knoxville  plenty;  business 
nothing,  except  tanneries. 

Left  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  12th  January;  150  soldiers  left  on  train  for 
Bowling  Green,  composed  of  infantry,  not  of  those  stationed  at  Knox- 
ville ; at  Loudon,  Tenn.,  stationed  one  company  of  infantry  to  guard 
railroad;  at  Mouse  Creek  another,  same  purpose;  at  Cleveland,  Tenn., 
another,  same  purpose. 

Arrived  at  Chattanooga  the  12th,  at  night,  going  immediately  on  to- 
ward Nashville,  reaching  that  place  the  next  morning. 

January  13th,  the  cars  run  at  night  west  of  Chattanooga ; all  bridges 
between  Chattanooga  and  Knoxville  guarded  the  same  as  east  of  Knox- 
ville, the  small  as  w.ell  as  the  large  ones. 

At  Nashville  are  two  regiments  of  infantry;  one  stationed  on  Fair 
Grounds,  about  1 mile  southeast  of  Nashville ; the  other  stationed  across 
Cumberland  Piver,  over  from  Nashville,  at  a short  distance  from  the 
river ; all  comfortably  but  coarsely  dressed  ; all  armed  with  percussion 
muskets. 

About  1 mile  below  Nashville,  on  Cumberland  Kiver,  as  told  by  the 
landlord  of  the  City  Hotel,  the  rebels  were  building  two  fortifications, 
earthworks,  one  on  each  side  of  the  river,  to  keep  any  boats  from  com- 
ing up  ; the  work  was  performed  entirely  by  slaves. 

Kailroad  bridge  at  Nashville,  over  the  Cumberland,  as  well  as  a sus- 
pension bridge,  guarded  by  soldiers. 

Near  the  Bowling  Green  and  Nashville  Eailroad  depot  are  three  very 
large  buildings,  now  used  as  hospitals  and  full  of  sick ; seemed  well 
cared  for,  but  so  crowded  that  the  stench  coming  from  the  outside  doors 
V as  almost  unbearable. 
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Percussion  caps  are  made  at  N'asliville ; employ  about  11  liands. 

Sunday,  the  14tli  January,  operative  left  for  Bowling  Green  frotin 
Nashville;  about  18  miles  from  Nashville  switch  turned,  supposed  pur- 
posely ; seven  passenger  cars,  300  soldiers ; engine  ran  off  at  the  be- 
ginniug  of  a “ fill,”  turning  clean  over,  smasliing  the  baggage  car  and 
partly  one  passenger  car.  Only  one  or  two  hurt.  The  conductor 
spoke  of  three  engines  thus  entirely  lost  or  ruined,  and  said  they  would 
at  that  rate  be  out  of  engines. 

No  bridges  guarded  between  Bowling  Green  and  Nashville ; streams 
all  small ; all  rivers  high  on  all  the  routes,  from  heavy  and  long-con- 
tinued rains. 

Monday,  January  15,  operative,  with  horse  and  buggy  (having  a pass 
from  the  provost-marshal),  visited  the  First  Arkansas  Begiment,  Colonel 
Cleburne,  stationed  about  3 miles  northwest  from  Bowling  Green.  On 
the  way  out  he  counted  thirty-eight  regiments  of  infantry,  including 
those  at  Bowling  Green  ; saw  seven  field  batteries ; some  of  four,  some 
of  six,  guns ; range  fi  to  12  pounders ; part  smooth,  part  rifled ; i)art 
brass  and  part  iron ; one  battery,  all  brass,  supposed  the  same  as  had 
Major  Bragg  in  Mexico. 

About  northwest  by  north  one  about  a mile,  another  IJ  miles  from 
Bowling  Green,  were  being  built  one  eight  gun  iDattery  and  one  of  four 
guns ; the  largest  nearest  to  the  town  and  nearly  completed ; two  guns 
already  mounted. 

One  regiment  of  cavalry  was  stationed  near  the  largest  battery,  and 
another  at  the  edge  of  a timber,  about  2J  miles  from  Bowling  Green 
and  just  north  of  the  First  Arkansas  Begiment.  There  are  two  which 
claim  to  be  the  First  Arkansas  Begiment,  the  one  near  Bowling  Green 
and  another  at  Dumfries,  Va. 

The  number  of  regiments  stationed  at  and  around  Bowling  Green- 
and  between  that  place  and  Cave  City,  as  stated  by  Major  Harris,  of 
the  First  Arkansas,  to  my  operative,  while  dining  in  his  tent,  was  eighty, 
all  told. 

Major  Harris,  who  is  a brother  of  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  further 
stated  to  my  operative  that  of  these  eighty  regiments  six  or  seven  were 
cavalry  regiments;  that  one  of  these  was  known  as  one  of  Ben.  Mc- 
Culloch’s Texan  Bangers  ; Major  Harris  did  not  know  how  many  field 
batteries  were  with  these  eighty  regiments,  but  upon  counting  over  be- 
tween himself  and  Colonel  Claiborne  they  concluded  that  there  were 
between  80  and  90  guns  in  field  batteries. 

Major  Harris  and  others  in  the  First  Arkansas,  speaking  of  the  time 
of  their  enlistment  being  up  in  May,  said  that  they  were  going  home 
anyhow  when  their  time  had  expired,  and  would  make  those  who  had 
not  yet  enlisted  fill  the  ranks  ; but  that  if  Virginia  passed  the  prot)osed 
law  now  before  her  legislature,  compelling  the  regiments  which  had 
been  made  up  from  one  year’s  enlistments  to  continue  service  during 
the  war,  the  whole  force  of  one  year’s  enlistment  would  refuse  to  serve 
beyond  the  termination  of  their  enlistment. 

Major  Harris  also  stated  that  Colonel  Hindman  had  been  made  brig- 
adier-general, and  was  then  engaged  in  destroying  the  tunnel  north 
of  Cave  City,  on  the  Louisville  and  Nashville  Bailroad,  having  already 
also  burned  every  building  in  Cave  City. 

The  clothing  of  the  troops  at  and  al)Out  Bowling  Green  is  poor  and 
wearing  out,  and  so  far  as  talked  with  Major  Harris  said  they  were 
getting  tired  of  the  war,  especially  of  its  inactivity. 

The  First  Arkansas  Begiment  was  in  log  tents,  but  verj"  many  of  the 
regiments  were  comfortless  in  canvas  tents. 
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The  roads  were  very  bad,  so  bad  that  in  returning  from  the  First 
Arkansas  Kegimeiit  to  Bowling  Green  my  operative  was  compelled  sev- 
eral times  to  lift  his  buggy  wheels  to  enable  the  horse  to  draw  it  out  of 
deep  mud. 

A very  large  mountain  or  hill,  one-half  mile  high,  rises,  with  its  base  on 
tlie  east  side  of  the  town  of  Bowling  Green.  Half  a mile  from  base  to 
summit;  nearly  as  steei>  as  the  roof  of  a house,  or  quarter  pitch,  on  the 
top  of  which,  at  or  near  the  very  summit,  is  a heavy  earthwork,  mounted 
w ith  very  heavy  guns,  said  to  be  the  largest  in  that  region.  Operative 
met  guard  half  way  up  the  mountain,  who  stopped  him  from  going  up  to 
examine  the  fort. 

Forage  was  getting  very  scarce  at  Bowling  Green,  and  was  then 
brought  fi*om  10  to  12  miles.  Eight  Texan  Bangers  rode  into  Bowling 
Green.  The  arms  used  by  that  force  were  large  buck-shot  double-bar- 
reled guns  and  Colt’s  navy  revolvers. 

Not  over  sixty  regiments  at  Bowling  Green  in  the  opinion  of  my 
operative,  who  thinks  the  statement  of  Major  Harris  exaggerated. 
A.  Sidney  Johnston  is  in  command  of  that  division,  and  is  at  Bowling 
Green  in  person.  General  Hardee,  of  Hardee’s  Tactics,  was  also  there. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville^  Ky.,  February  5,  18G2. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Commanding  Department  of  Missouri : 

General  : My  plan  of  operations  was  sketched  in  the  letter  which 
I wrote  you  on  the  — ultimo.  You  have,  I learn  from  your  letter 
and  dispatches,  entered  upon  what  would  have  concerned  it  on  your 
side,  and  that  is  a very  important  part  of  it.  I regret  that  we  could 
not  have  consulted  upon  it  earlier,  because  my  work  must  at  first  be 
slow.  Besides,  since  I wrote  you  those  plans  have  been  changed,  or 
at  least  suspended,  in  consequence  of  the  diversion  of  a large  part  of 
my  efficient  force  for  other  objects,  which  the  General-iii-Oliief  urged 
as  of  primary  importance,  namely,  our  advance  into  East  Tennessee. 

I have,  however,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  transportation,  and, 
more  than  all,  the  impassable  condition  of  the  roads,  urged  him  to  allow 
me  to  resume  my  original  jdan,  and,  if  I am  not  restricted,  shall  enter 
upon  its  execution  at  once.  My  troops  have,  however,  been  thrown 
somewhat  out  of  position,  and  it  will  take  some  days  to  get  them  into 
jdace.  IMy  i^rogress,  too,  must  be  slow,  for  we  are  dependent  upon  the 
railroad  for  supplies,  and  that  we  must  repair  as  we  go,  the  enemy 
having  very  much  damaged  it  between  Green  Biver  and  Bowling  Green, 
40  miles.  That  will  take  ten  or  twelve  days.  I must  go  provided  with 
a siege  train,  because  the  enemy  is  strongly  intrenched  with  heavy  ar- 
tillery behind  a river,  and  the  condition  of  the  roads  will,  I fear,  effect- 
ually bar  any  i)lan  of  attack  which  will  depend  on  celerity  of  move- 
ment. 

I think  it  is  quite  plain  that  the  center  of  the  enemy’s  line — that  part 
which  you  are  now  moving  against — is  the  decisive  point  of  his  whole 
front,  as  it  is  also  the  most  vulnerable.  If  it  is  held,  or  even  the  bridges  ' 
on  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  Bivers  destroyed  and  your  force 
maintains  itself  near  those  t>oints.  Bowling  Green  will  speedily  fall  and 
Columbus  will  soon  follow.  The  work  which  you  have  undertaken  is 
therefore  of  the  very  highest  importance,  without  reference  to  the  in- 
jurious effects  of  a failure.  There  is  not  in  the  whole  held  of  operations 
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a point  at  which  every  man  you  can  raise  can  be  employed  with  more 
effect  or  with  the  prospect  of  as  important  results. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington^  February  6,  18G2. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck: 

My'  Dear  General  : I received  your  letters  in  regard  to  Sigel  and 
at  once  showed  them  to  Secretary  Stanton,  who  recpiests  me  to  say  to 
you  from  him  that  you  can  rely  upon  his  full  and  cordial  support.  He 
thinks  that  tbe  power  of  the  Germans  by  no  means  equals  their  wishes, 
and  that  you  will  find  means  to  keep  order.  You  may  rely  upon  it  that 
you  have  the  confidence  of  all  here  5 I need  not  repeat  to  you  that  you 
have  mine. 

The  roads  being  impassable  between  Buell  and  his  opponents,  it  now 
becomes  a question  whether  we  cannot  throw  all  our  available  lorce  by 
the  two  rivers  upon  Nashville.  Gan  we  move  them  now  in  that  man- 
ner ? 

I will  try  to-night  to  write  you  my  views  more  fully. 

In  great  haste,  truly,  yours, 

GEO.  B.  McClellan. 


Saint  Louis,  February  6,  1802. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  Oullum,  Chief  of  Staff: 

General  : On  your  arrival  at  Cairo  you  will  proceed  to  carry  out 
the  verbal  instructions  which  I have  given  to  you,  issuing  in  my  name 
such  orders  as  may^  be  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W;  HALLECK, 

Major-  General. 


Louisville,  February  8,  1802 — 10  p.  m. 

(Keceived  February^  0,  1802,  9 p.  m.) 
Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis j Mo.: 

Your  position  on  the  Tennessee  involves,  two  questions  in  which  I 
am  concerned : First,  a new  plan  of  campaign  j second,  the  rescue  of 
your  column,  if  it  should  come  to  that.  The  first  I have  had  in  my 
mind,  and  may  dei)end  very  much  on  your  further  success.  The  second 
will  leave  me  no  option  but  to  use  every  man  not  necessary  for  defense 
here  to  effect  the  object,  if  possible.  If  General  Grant  should  be  be- 
leaguered so  as  to  be  in  danger,  you  will  of  course  inform  me  of  it. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 

(Copy^  to  McClellan  February  9,  1802,  9 a.  m.) 


Washington,  February  9,  1802. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell,  Louisville: 

The  President  directs  me  to  say  that  he  has  read  your  communica- 
tion to  Maj.  Gen.  G.  B.  McClellan,  dated  the  1st  and  mailed  the  Oih  of 
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tbis  month,  and  that  he  approves  the  operations  you  propose  therein, 
and  believes,  if  vigorously  prosecuted,  they  cannot  fail.  He  desires 
you  and  Major-General  Halleck  to  co-oi)erate  as  far  as  ijossible,  and 
says  that  your  two  heads  together  will  succeed. 

EDWm  M.  STANTOl^, 

Secretary  of  ^¥ar, 


February  12,  18G2 — 7.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Co7nmanding  U,  S.  Army^  Washington^  B.  G. : 

I will  advance  up  the  Tennessee  or  Cumberland  with  a portion  of  my 
force,  leaving  the  rest  to  operate  against  Bowling  Green.  They  are 
closing  on  that  point  now,  but,  as  I wrote  you,  an  attack  on  it  of  itself 
must  be  tedious.  The  movement  to  the  Tennessee  is  difficult,  but 
j)romises  great  results.  It  should  be  thoroughly  supported.  It  will 
l^robably  require  transports  fitted  up  with  some  view  to  defense  against 
sudden  attack,  and  the  rivers  must  be  made  absolutely  secure  by  gun- 
boats against  any  attempt  to  occupy  them  iu  force.  There  ought  to  be 
five  gunboats  to  each  river.  The  present  gunboats  cannot  run  in  low 
water  either  there  or  in  the  Ohio.  Broader  ones,  drawing  not  more 
than  3 feet,  ought  to  be  got  up  at  once.  Paducah  should  be  held  by 
not  less  than  10,000  men  as  long  as  the  enemy  occuifies  Columbus  in 
force.  Let  me  suggest  to  you  to  be  prei^ared  any  day  to  throw  strong 
re-enforcements  into  these  movements.  The  enemy  will  do  it,  and  it 
will  probably  be  necessar3'  for  us  at  any  rate,  as  we  must  be  divided 
and  he  is  fortified  at  so  manj^  points. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

. Brigadier- General, 


February  13,  1802. 

General  McCook,  Munfordville : 

We  will  have  to  give  up  the  plan  of  moving  you  b.y  railroad. 

March  to  the  mouth  of  Salt  Eiverand  get  there  Sunday.  Take  your 
supply  of  ammunition  with  you  in  an  ammunition  train,  independent  of 
the  one  hundred  wagons  for  supply  train.  Start  with  five  days’  rations. 
Has  Negley’s  brigade  moved 

The  three  batteries  other  than  yours  that  have  been  with  3"ou  are  all 
Kelson’s. 

H.  0.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General,,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Saint  LouiSj  February  14,  1802. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Buell, 

Louisville^  Ky. : 

General  : I inclose  herewith  a sketch  of  a portion  of  the  Cumber- 
land Eiver  and  the  position  of  the  enemy’s  batteries.  The  number  of 
guns  marked  is  merely  fanc^^,  as  we  have  no  positive  information  of 
their  present  strength.  It  has  been  much  increased  since  our  spies  were 
there.  You  will  see  the  positions  indicated  for  the  mortar  boats  to  shell 
them  out.  The  armored  gunboats  will  probably  be  able  to  approach 
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mnch  nearer.  Can  you  send  me  by  mail  a good  map  of  Tennessee.  1 
can  get  none  here. 

Yours,  truly, 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 


February  15,  18G2. 

General  McClellan  : 

I fear  the  accumulation  of  rolling  stock  by  the  way  of  Green  River 
would  be  slow,  but  may  be  important  and  worth  the  effort.  I will  look 
into  it. 

The  gauge  of  this  road  is  different  from  that  of  most  of  the  roads  in 
the  West.  I know  the  importance  of  time,  and  shall  try  not  to  waste 
any.  We  are  certainly  busy  now.  I am  moving  nearly  my  whole  force 
on  Bowling  Green,  because  that  is  a point  from  which  we  can  move  to 
any  position  of  the  enemy  in  advance,  and  because  it  possesses  more 
facilities  for  the  formation  of  a depot  than  any  other  inland.  My  troops 
are  disposed  as  follows : MitcheFs  division  at  Bowling  Green ; McCoolUs 
division  will  be  there  Wednesday,  unless  it  shall  be  found  necessary  to 
stop  him  this  side  for  supplies^  Wood’s  division  at  Munfordville,  just 
having  concentrated  there  from  the  Somerset  line;  Thomas’  division  is 
now  passing  through  Lebanon  from  Somerset  toward  Bowling  Green  via 
Bardstown  and  New  Haven ; Boyle’s  brigade,  moving  from  Columbia, 
will  be  at  Edmonton  to-night  on  the  way  to  Glasgow.  My  cavalry  is 
mostly  on  Green  River.  It  cannot  at  present  go  beyond  reach  of  the 
railroad.  The  whole  country  in  advance  is  a waste. 

Carter’s  column,  consisting  of  six  regiments  of  infantry,  one  battery 
(six  pieces),  and  live  companies  of  cavalry  at  London,  should  in  a few 
days  be  advancing  on  Cumberland  Gap.  Garfield’s  brigade,  consisting 
of  five  regiments  of  infantry  and  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  is  on  the 
Sandy  at  Piketon,  and  moving  to  drive  Marshall’s  thinned  ranks  away 
from  the  headwaters  of  Kentucky  River  at  Whitesburg.  He  reports 
the  most  favorable  change  in  the  disposition  of  the  people  in  the  region 
where  he  is.  The  people  give  evidence  of  loyalty.  Large  i)arties  of 
deserters  from  Marshall’s  ranks  are  returning  in  penitence  and  desti- 
tution to  their  homes. 

The  above  shows  the  disposition  of  the  main  or  available  force.  The 
rest,  in  small  commands,  occupies  various  points  on  routes,  tlius : One 
regiment  at  Somerset;  one  regiment  and  two  sections  of  artillery  at 
Jamestown,  on  the  Cumberland;  one  at  Columbia,  and  others  distributed 
to  guard  bridges,  &c.  I shall  very  soon  concentrate  these  somewhat 
as  we  move  forward  and  take  new  positions.  I have  not  included  the 
re-enforcements  I have  sent  to  Halleck,  that  is,  in  all,  twenty-four  regi- 
ments and  three  batteries,  including  Nelson’s  division  just  going  off 
and  eight  regiments  from  Ohio  and  Indiana.  You  know,  though  the 
people  do  not  seem  to,  that  armies  with  the  appliances  which  are  neces- 
sary to  make  them  successful  cannot  move  ovw  dirt  roads  in  the  winter 
with  quite  as  much  facility  as  a man  takes  the  cars  at  Washington  and 
goes  to  Baltimore.  We  hope,  and  I may  even  say  expect,  to  get  to 
Nashville,  and  the  more  speedily  we  can  do  it  the  better. 

You  may,  and  I think  will,  have  to  send  more  troops,  in  assuming, 
what  is  probable,  that  the  enemy  will  do  so ; but  that  does  not  apply  to 
my  present  i)lans.  I will  write  you  soon  more  definitely  about  that.  I 
look  now,  as  I have  said,  to  Nashville  as  the  first  point  to  be  aimed  for, 
but  while  we  are  preparing  circumstances  in  Grant’s  position  may  make 
it  necessary  to  move  upon  Clarksville.  Of  that  it  is  not  possible  to 
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decide  at  this  moment.  The  same  great  result  would  be  expected  to 
follow,  though  perhaps  in  a less  direct  way.  I suspect  you  would  like 
to  be  released,  and  that  I am  inflicting  more  upon  you  than  you  bar- 
gained lor. 

D.  C.  BUELL. 


Cairo,  III.,  February  17,  1862. 

My  Dear  Halleck:  I have  telegraphed  to-day  pretty  much  all  the 
glorious  news  of  the  surrender  of  Fort  Donelson. 

I presume  your  telegram  to  “ Stop  all  forces  required  to  resist  Beau- 
regard’^ has  reference  to  a possible  movement  from  Columbus  on  this 
point  which  he  might  make,  thinking  us  stripped  of  the  troops  for  the 
Cumbeilaud.  I have  anticipated  it,  but  was  willing  to  trust  to  luck  a 
little  to  strengthen  Grant.  Now  that  Fort  Donelson  has  fallen  I won’t 
be  so  generous  till  all  danger  has  passed.  I have  had  cavalry  scouts 
constantly  out  on  both  sides  of  the  Mississippi,  and  to-day  have  sent  a 
gunboat  and  steamer  armed  with  infantry  to  look  along  the  river,  but 
not  to  fight. 


For  our  defense  I think  we  have  a force  that  will  give  the  little 
Frenchman  a warm  reception. 

At  this  point  (Cairo)  we  have  nearly  three  regiments  and  a company' 
of  artillery  (o  serve  the  guns  in  the  fort.  At  Bird’s  Point  we  have 
four  small  regiments  and  some  cavalry,  and  at  and  above  Fort  Holt  say 
250  artillery,  with  sixteen  field  guns,  and  150  cavalry. 

Besides  the  land  forces  we  have  two  of  the  disabled  gunboats  from 
Fort  Donelson — more  than  capable  to  encounter  any  of  the  rebel  gun- 
boats, and  two  others  out  of  order  and  with  no  power  of  locomotion, 
but  can  use  their  batteries,  for  which  I will  suxiply  infantry  details. 

In  consequence  of  their  sending  up  a rebel  steamer  this  morning  to 
reconnoiter  I have  this  afternoon  returned  the  compliment.  I have 
given  s])ecial  instructions  to  Colonel  Buford  and  Captain  Phelps,  who 
go  on  the  expedition,  to  carefully  observe  whether  Beauregard  or  Polk 
has  an  accumulation  of  transportation,  or  whether,  as  is  possible,  they 
are  about  to  evacuate  the  place. 

I thought  it  important  to  push  gunboats  and  the  mortar  flats  to  Clarks- 
ville, which  bars  our  way  to  Nashville. 

Though  I suppose  I am  no  longer  necessary  here  for  the  p.resent, 
with  three  other  generals  ranking  me  in  the  district,  yet  I will  not 
return  till  you  think  I can  be  spared.  As  I made  i)rovision  but  for  a 
short  stay,  if  of  no  special  necessity  here  I would  like  to  return  to  Saint 
Louis  to  bring  up  arrears  and  prepare  for  any  forward  move  you  pro- 
pose. I think  I have  made  amj)ie  provision  tor  the  wounded  at  Pa- 
ducah and  Mound  City. 

Yours,  truly, 

G.  W.  CULLUM. 


Louisville,  February  18  [17],  1862. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

As  the  object  of  the  re-enforcements  I have  been  sending  you  was  to 
assist  at  Fort  Donelson  and  succor  the  force  there  if  necessary,  and  as 
they  are  no  longer  required  for  that  object,  we  had  best  consult  about 
further  operations,  as  well  for  the  great  object  as  to  determine  the  dis- 
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position  to  be  made  of  the  re-enforcements,  which,  if  they  have  not 
gone  beyond  reach,  I have  thought  it  advisable  to  stop  until  we  under- 
stand each  other.  The  object  of  both  of  our  forces  is  directly  or  indi- 
rectl3"  to  strike  at  the  power  of  the  rebellion  in  its  most  vital  point 
within  our  held.  Nashville  appears  clearly",  I think,  to  be  that  i)oint 
now.  On  your  side  Clarksville  intervenes.  It  will  probably  be  pretty 
strongl^^  fortihed  toward  you,  but  mainly  on  this  side  of  the  river.  It 
has  not  heretofore  had  any  defenses  on  the  south  side,  but  it  may  be 
expected  that  at  least  a strong  bridge-head  will  be  thrown  up  on  that 
side,  and  perhaps  even  somewhat  extensive  works,  as  the  railroad 
bridge  affords  them  the  means  of  communication,  though  not  a very 
secure  one.  imi)ression  is  that  the  place  could  be  easily  invested 
on  that  side  so  as  to  cut  off  their  river  communications,  and  without 
risk  to  the  investing  force  of  being  disturbed  in  rear,  the  country  in 
that  direction  being  broken  and  the  roads  bad.  They  would  still,  how- 
ever, have  the  railroad  via  Hadensville  and  Springfield  on  the  north  side. 
That  route  is  exposed  to  my  attack,  and  whenever  I advance  against 
it,  either  at  Clarksville  or  any  other  point,  they  must  fall  back,  unless 
succored  b.y  a force  through  Nashville  that  I cannot  beat.  It  is  to  be 
observed,  also,  that  I should  be  exposed  to  a continued  resistance  both 
from  such  a force  and  most  of  the  Clarksville  force,  which  would  not  be 
in  great  danger  from  your  side  of  the  river.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  heav3^  re-enforcements  will  be  thrown  into  Nashville  from  all  quar- 
ters east  and  south. 

These  considerations  seem  to  require  a large  force  on  my  line,  which, 
in  fact,  is  one  on  which  a large  force  can  be  employed;  the  reverse  of 
the  case  on  your  side.  The  difficulty  on  this  side  is  one  of  transporta- 
tion, and  it  is  a very  serious  one.  To  depend  on  wagons  at  this  season 
for  a large  force  seems  out  of  the  question,  and  I fear  it  may  be  two 
weeks  before  I can  get  a bridge  over  the  Barren  Elver,  so  as  to  use  the 
railroad  beyond.  I shall  endeavor,  however,  to  make  an  advance  in 
much  less  force  before  that  time.  According  to  this  view  of  the  i>osi- 
tion,  I have  thought  it  would  be  best  for  my  troops  to  return.  Let  me 
hear  3*our  views. 

B.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General. 


Louisville,  February  19,  18G2. 

Major-General  Halleck, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  West^  Saint  Louis,  Mo. : 

Dear  Sir  : I arrived  here  this  morning  at  8 o’clock,  and  liave  had 
several  interviews  with  General  Buell.  He  is  concentrating  forces  at 
Bowling  Green  with  a view  of  forward  movement  upon  Nashville.  It 
is  not  possible  for  him  as  ^ et  to  decide  what  point  on  the  Cumberland 
he  can  move  his  army  to ; he  may  be  able  to  move  a large  portion  of  it 
to  Clarksville  or  to  a ])oint  about  midw^ay  between  Clarksville  and 
Nashville — possibly  to  Nashville  direct.  The  country  is  being  exam- 
ined now  wdth  a view  to  determine  the  routes  upon  which  his  armj^  can 
move.  He  is  desirous  of  having  your  co-operation  in  the  movement 
upon  Nashville,  with  a portion  of  your  forces  and  four  good  gunboats 
and  about  six  mortars.  His  own  force  available  for  absolute  movement 
upon  the  city  will  be  about  40,000,  which  includes  Nelson’s  division, 
sent  to  Smithland;  this,  being  a good  army  in  itself,  ma^’  not  require  a 
very  large  column  of  3’our  forces. 
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It  is  now  believed  that  the  railroad  will  be  completed  to  near  Bowling 
Green  by  Saturday  night  or  Sunday  at  the  furthest,  unless  the  weather 
should  hold  very  bad.  The  bridge  at  Bowling  Green  across  the  Barren 
Biver  may  require  two  weeks’  time ; hence  the  desire  of  the  general  for 
high  water  in  the  Green  Kiver  to  get  steam  transports  over  the  dam  at 
the  damaged  lock  to  enable  him  to  get  full  supplies  for  his  army  by 
water  at  Bowling  Green.  He  will  make  a simple  transfer  at  the  dam- 
aged lock  in  case  the  water  gets  low,  keeping  boats  on  each  side  of  the 
lock. 

I shall  go  with  the  general  to-night  at  Bowling  Green,  and  there  he 
will  determine,  from  the  information  received,  as  to  the  condition  of 
roads,  what  he  will  do  in  the  way  of  movement  upon  Nashville,  and 
about  the  time  at  which  he  expects  to  make  the  blow.*  The  general 
has  information  which  he  believes  reliable  to  the  effect  that  a large 
part  of  their  forces  have  been  moved  from  Clarksville  to  Nashville,  and 
that  the  defense  made  at  Clarksville  will  be  comparatively  light,  and 
will  be  for  purposes  of  causing  delay  in  movements  up  the  river.  A 
number  of  small  fortifications  are  erected  on  the  river  between  Clarks- 
ville and  Nashville.*  By  Saturday  or  Sunday  you  may  receive  definite 
information  as  to  the  plans  for  movement. 

I have  explained  veiy  fully  to  General  Buell  your  ideas  of  a move- 
ment up  the  Tennessee  and  south  thereof,  all  of  which  are  deemed 
good,  if  proper  re-enforcements  are  had  from  the  East. 

I find  here  an  intensely  bitter  feeling  against  Buckner,  and  do  not 
think  it  safe  to  send  him  to  this  point.  Many  threats  are  made  of 
lynching  him  if  he  is  brought  into  Kentucky.  It  appears  that  he  was 
indicted  for  treason  some  time  since  at  Louisville,  and  after  his  capture 
at  Donelson  a writ  was  issued  by  the  superior  court  and  an  officer  dis- 
patched for  Cairo  to  bring  him  here  for  trial.  Fearing  trouble,  by  the 
advice  of  some  of  our  Union  friends  I telegraphed  you  this  morning  to 
hold  him  in  military  custody  and  send  him  to  Ohio  or  any  point  you 
might  select  until  the  Secretary  of  War  could  be  advised.  I telegraphed 
him  the  purport  of  my  telegraph  to  you. 

Savannah  is  ours  ] Norfolk  will  be  in  a few  days.  We  then  hope  for 
Nashville,  Columbus,  Memphis,  and  the  cities  farther  South. 

V^ery  truly,  yours, 

THOMAS  A.  SCOTT, 

Assistajit  Secretary  of  War. 


P.  S. — General  Buell  showed  me  your  message  to  him  of  yesterday’s 
date,  which  I did  not  clearly  comprehend,  and  therefore  telegrai^hed 
you  in  regard  to  two  points.  We  leave  in  a few  hours  for  Bowling 
Green. 

THOMAS  A.  SCOTT. 


Cairo,  III.,  February  19, 1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck: 

My  Dear  General:  It  is  mighty  hard  to  play  everything  from 
corporal  to  general  and  to  perform  the  functions  of  several  staff  de- 
partments almost  unaided,  as  I have  done  the  past  two  weeks.  I 
hardly  get  time  to  eat  very  much  or  to  sleep.  However,  I am  ready 
for  every  and  any  amount  of  duty  I can  stagger  under  if  it  will  crown 

* Of  these  points  General  Grant  must  satisfy  himself  by  proper  examination  before 
acting.— T.  A.  S. 
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the  ^reat  and  masterly  work  you  have  so  propitiously  initiated.  I take 
responsibilities  to  any  extent,  and  have  assumed  here  command  of 
Army  and  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Foote  ordered  two  more  gunboats  to  the  Cumberland, 
which  I have  countermanded.  I have  made  the  best  i)ossible  arrange- 
ments for  defense.  I have  to-night  three  serviceable  gunboats  below 
Fort  Holt,  and  a fourth  without  power  of  locomotion,  but  serving  as  a 
battery. 

1 have  given  detailed  verbal  orders  to  General  Steele  to  have  every- 
thing ready  to  repulse  the  enemy  at  Bird’s  Point  and  to  be  on  the  alert. 
He  has  five  regiments  of  infantry,  one  and  a half  of  cavalry,  two  field 
batteries,  and  his  heavy  guns.  At  Cairo  we  have  four  regiments  of 
infantry,  two  batteries  of  field  artillery,  and  the  fort  well  armed.  On 
the  Kentucky  shore  we  have  but  sixteen  field  pieces,  with  200  artiller- 
ists, 150  cavalry,  and  two  heavy  guns  in  Fort  Holt.  With  these  prepa- 
rations I think  we  will  give  the  little  Frenchman  a warm  reception. 
Last  night  my  spy,  who  goes  to  report  to  you  at  Saint  Louis,  was  in 
Columbus.  He  says  they  have  30,000  men,  but  dejected  by  the  loss  of 
Fort  Donelson  ; that  there  are  nineteen  steamers  and  gunboats  in  the 
river  ; that  Jeff.  Thompson  is  there,  with  all  the  garrison  of  New  Mad- 
rid (probabl.y  not  all) ; that  they  talk  of  receiving  re-enforcements  from 
Bowling  Green,  and  that  on  the  arrival  of  a train  in  the  night  there  was 
much  cheering.  His  opinion  is,  though  not  entitled  to  much  credit, 
that  the  boats  are  there  to  evacuate  the  place,  and  that  Polk  has  no 
thought  of  attacking  this  place.  I have  not  been  able  to  communicate 
with  Sherman  to  day,  who  has  had  no  accession  of  force  since  I last 
wrote.  A scout  went  to  Blandville  and  Lovelaceville ; reports  all  quiet 
and  nothing  to  be  seen  of  an  enemy.  I ordered  General  Hamilton  to 
go  to-day  to  Commerce  with  a steamer  having  a squadron  of  cavalry 
and,  I think,  three  companies  of  infantry,  but  on  receiving  your  tele- 
grams countermanded  the  order.  I have  not  seen  him  since;  so  that 
possibly  he  may  have  got  off  before  receiving  my  note. 

My  spy  came  in  this  afternoon  from  Commerce.  He  reports  camping 
ground  dry  and  sandj" ; wood  near;  plenty  of  water;  vacant  houses 
for  two  regiments;  stables  and  cooper-shop  for  75  horses;  road  good 
to  Benton  for  the  season;  rebel  cavalry,  40  men;  scouts  about,  having 
arrested  last  Sunday  Mr.  Brown  about  6 miles  from  there,  and  Mr. 
Lemly  two  days  ago  within  IJ  miles  of  the  place,  and  that  20  horses 
have  been  stolen  in  the  last  ten  days.  Little  hay  about ; but  10,000 
bushels  of  corn  3 to  8 miles  below  town,  along  the  river  bottom,  and 
few  horses  or  cattle,  nearly  all  having  been  stolen.  Has  not  been  to 
New  Madrid  for  some  time,  but  says  the  road  from  Benton  to  New 
Madrid,  through  sandy  woods  and  Sikeston,  is  good,  except  possibly 
2 miles  of  embankment  over  swamps  near  New  Madrid.  A better  road 
leads  from  a point  6 miles  from  New  Madrid  to  Hatcher’s  house,  about 
IJ  miles  from  the  town. 

Fort  Thompson,  he  says,  is  now  garrisoned  with  two  small  Arkansas 
infantry  regiments,  in  all  about  1,000  men,  and  400  cavalry,  commanded 
by  Major  Saul  Kitchen,  and  that  the  armament  is  five  columbiads,  com- 
manding the  approach  by  the  river  from  above,  and  a battery  of  six  field 
pieces,  swee:dng  the  roads  leading  from  the  northwest.  We  have  pro- 
vided for  all  the  sick  and  wounded  thus  far  without  sending  any  to 
Cincinnati,  for  which  we  have  no  steamer  to  spare.  There  are  1,400  at 
Paducah  and  1,200  at  Mound  City,  and  but  few  here.  Volunteer  sur- 
geons and  nurses  have  supplied  all  my  wants,  and  many  more  are  con- 
stantly offering.  Hordes  of  brothers,  fathers,  mothers,  sisters,  cousins. 
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4&C.,  have  reached  here  to  find  the  dead  and  see  the  wounded,  but  I 
have  had  to  refuse  passes  to  all,  as  they  would  fill  all  our  steamers,  eat 
our  rations,  and  be  of  no  service  to  the  wounded.  By  some  strange 
accident  several  of  your  telegrams  did  not  come  into  my  hands  till  after 
I had  telegraphed  urgently  to  you  to-day  to  know  the  disposition  of 
the  prisoners.  All  but  1,500  had  then  gone  up  the  Mississippi,  being 
nearly  10,000.  Of  the  remaining,  1,000  went  well  guarded  to-night  and 
500  will  follow  in  the  morning  to  Gamp  Douglas. 

For  want  of  steamer  and  guards  I was  compelled  to  send  officers  as 
well  as  men,  but  had  them  separated,  and  have  instructed  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Camp  Douglas  to  continue  to  keep  them  apart.  The 
officers  came  down  with  pistols  and  side-arms,  saying  it  was  so  agreed 
by  General  Grant.  I have  disarmed  them,  sending  their  swords  and 
pistols  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Camp  Douglas,  to  be  governed  by 
your  instructions  in  the  matter.  I have  telegraphed  to  Saiithland  if 
any  more  came  down  the  Cumberland  to  send  them  up  the  Ohio  to 
Jeffersonville,  Ind.,  to  go  thence  by  railroad  to  Indianapolis.  I have 
sto])ped  all  forces  here,  but  the  telegraph  wire  broke  before  my  order 
went  to  Smithland  to  send  the  troops  from  up  the  Ohio  to  Cairo.  If  the 
line  is  not  repaired  to-morrow  I will  send  by  steamer  the  order  by  au- 
thority of  the  Secretary  of  War.  Buell  telegraphed  from  Louisville 
yesterday  to  Smithland  to  General  IS^elson — 

Stop  your  -wliole  command  at  Smithland,  and  remain  on  your  transports  until  further 
orders  are  received. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General. 

I do  not  think  it  wise  to  supersede  Paine  in  command;  though  he  is 
somewhat  of  a politician,  and  not  always  discreet,  he  is  energetic,  full 
of  zeal,  has  filuck,  and  knows  localities.  If  Pope  is  put  in  command  it  * 
will  deeply  niortif^^  and  exasperate  Paine,  who  is  burning  for  a brigade 
in  the  field.  Six  mortar  boats  are  in  the  Cumberland,  the  others,  as  got 
ready,  being  retained  here.  The  Navy  has  not  yet  received  a man,  and 
call  upon  us  for  everything.  I want  an  engineer,  as  I have  no  time 
myself  to  give  attention  to  details.  If  Colonel  McPherson  is  sick,  i)er- 
haps  it  will  be  best  to  send  Thom,  if  you  can  spare  him. 

General  Grant  took  everybody  and  thing  with  him,  not  leaving  even 
a file  of  your  orders,  which  I daily  want  for  reference.  Send  one  to  me 
by  Carpenter  or  any  one  coming  down.  There  is  some  captured  prop- 
erty floating  about  in  steamers  and  I believe  considerable  tobacco.  It 
could  not  be  sold  here;  had  I not  therefore  better  send  it  to  Saint  Louis? 

I am  comx)letely  fagged  out,  and  being  among  the  little  hours  of  the 
morning,  I must  say  good  night. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

G.  W.  CULLUM. 

Cumberl?nd  Bolling  Mills  and  Iron  Foundery,  which  sui^plied  all  the 
plates  for  their  gunboats  and  some  of  their  shot  and  shells,  was  burned 
by  the  Saint  Louis,  and  the  proprietor  is  our  prisoner.  The  foundery 
was  6 miles  above  Fort  Donelson. 


Nashville,  February  25, 1862. 

General  C.  F.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces.,  Clarlcsville : 

General  : The  landing  of  a portion  of  our  troops,  contrary  to  my  in- 
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tention,  on  the  soufh  side  of  the  river  has  compelled  me  to  hold  this 
side  at  every  hazard.  If  the  enemy  should  assume  the  offensive,  and 
I am  assured  by  reliable  persons  that  in  view  of  my  position  such  is 
his  intention,  my  force  present  is  altogether  inadequate,  consisting  of 
only  15,000  men.  I have  to  request  you,  therefore,  to  come  forward  with 
all  the  available  force  under  your  command.  So  important  do  I consider 
the  occasion  that  I think  it  necessary  to  give  this  communication  all 
tlie  force  of  orders,  and  I send  four  boats,  the  Diana,  Woodford,  John 
Kain,  and  Autocrat,  to  bring  you  up.  In  five  or  six  days  my  force  will 
probably  be  sufficient  to  relieve  you. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 

The  steamers  will  leave  here  at  12  o’clock  to-night. 


March  1, 1862. 

General  McClellan, 

Commanding^  d;c.,  Washington: 

Yours  of  yesterday  and  to-day  received.  I have  two  divisions,  say 
18,000  men,  with  thirty-six  pieces  of  artillery.  McCook’s  division  will 
cross  to-morrow.  Wood  will  close  upon  him  I think  by  the  day  after.  I 
have  sent  the  troops  back  to  Clarksville.  Johnston  will  not  stand  at 
Murfreesborough ; in  fact  is  preparing  to  get  out  of  the  way.  I hope  to  be 
able  to  crowd  him  a little.  Their  plan  seems  to  be  to  get  the  rear  of  the 
Tennessee,  and  in  positions  to  concentrate  either  on  Halleck  or  me.  I 
will  say  more  about  this  when  my  information  is  clearer,  and  until 
then  I cannot  well  determine  my  movements.  You  are  aware  that,  for 
reasons  given  some  time  ago.  Carter’s  is  the  only  column  moving  to- 
ward East  Tennessee.  I have  not  heard  of  his  being  beyond  Cumber- 
land Ford. 

D.  C.  BUELL, 

Brigadier- General, 
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Anderson,  W.  J.  [?]  Mentioned 830 

Andrews,  George  W.  Mentioned 436,437,682 

Anthony,  Jake.  Mentioned 346 

Appleton,  Belle,  Steamboat.  Mentioned 149, 858, 864 

Arkansas. 

Military  departments  embracing 439 

Operations  in.  Communications  from  Army  Headquarters. ..  646 

(See  also  Bentonville,  Ark.) 

Arkansas  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery — Batteries : Deshler’s,  135 ; Hart’s,  853 ; Merrick’s,  904. 

Cavalry — Battalions:  Phifer’s,  2,  3,  19,  762,  781,  852,  904.  , 

Infantry — Battalions:  4th,  854;  9th,  904.  Regiments:  1st,  852,  904,  935, 

936 ; 2d,  20,  852,  904 ; 5th,  852,  904  ; 6th,  20,  852,  904  ; 7th,  8th,  852, 

904  ; 9th,  728,  810,  852,  853,  904  ; 10th,  692,  728,  810,  853,  904  ; llth,  692, 

854 ; 12th,  13th,  854 ; 15th,  137,  138,  148,  358,  359,  364,  847,  852,  868. 
Armstrong,  William  S.  Mentioned 198,200 

* Composed  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi  companies. 
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Army  Headquarters.  Correspondeuce  with 

Buell,  Don  Carlos 443,  445,  447,  450,  457, 468,  473,  477,  482,  485,  487,  480, 

500, 501, 504, 511,  520, 531, 546-548, 571, 572,  583-587,  593,  594,  601,  602, 
608,  611, 612,  616,  619,  620,  622, 626, 627, 629,  630, 639, 640, 642,  645, 646, 
650, 652,  656,  657, 660, 664,  671,  678,  679,  925, 926, 930, 931,  937-939,945 

Halleck,  Henry  W 489, 527, 539,  543,  .547,  554,  561,  571, 572,  583, 584, 586, 587, 

590,  .591,  .594,  595,  599, 612, 614, 616, 617, 624,  625  627,  628, 631, 636, 637, 
640,  641,  644, 645-647,  661, 664,  671, 678,  679, 680, 682, 683, 930, 933, 937 

Lincoln,  Abraham. 469,470,533 

War  Department,  U.  S 628,635,641,656 

Arn,  Frederick. 

Mentioned 240 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16,  1862.  246 

Arnold,  Reuben.  Mentioned 712 

Ashe,  W.  S.  Mentioned 768 

Ashmore,  James  M.  Mentioned 189 

Atherton,  Peter.  Mentioned 434 

Atkins,  J.  D,  C.  Correspondence  with  Tennessee,  Governor  of. 849 

Austin,  H.  R.* 

Correspondence  with  Jelferson  Davis 799 

Mentioned 779 

Avery,  W.  T.  Mentio;ied 749 

Babcook,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned 220,222 

Babcock,  Edwin  F.  Mentioned 216 

Bacon  Creek  Bridge,  Ky.  Expedition  to,  and  destruction  of,  Dec.  4-7,  1861. 

Report  of  John  H.  Morgan 12 

Bacon,  Albert  G.  Mentioned 62, 63, 65, 66 

Bacon,  George  A.  Mentioned 171,183 

Bailey,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 66 

Bailey,  James  E. 

Mentioned . 864, 369, 377, 378, 398, 399 

Report  of  siege  and  cajjture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16, 1862.  391 

Bailey,  John  R.  Mentioned 241 

Baker,  James.  Mentioned 229,230 

Baker,  N.  B.  Correspondence  with  Henry  W.  Halleck 635 

Baldwin,  William  E. 

Mentioned 268, 276, 277, 284, 285, 

329,  331,  332, 336,  337, 343, 345, 3.59, 361, 364,  373,  379,  380, 382,  401, 852 
Reports  of  siege  and  c.apture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  Feb.  12-16,  1862..  338,382 

Bamford,  John.  Mentioned 236 

Bandy,  Marcus  D.  Mentioned 250 

Bane,  Moses  M.  Mentioned 222,223 

Bankhead,  Smith  P.  Mentioned 854 

Barbe,  J.  H.  Mentioned 380 

Barbour,  E.  P.  Mentioned 336 

Barger,  Harrison  C.  Mentioned 179, 184, 192 

Barnett,  Henry  S.  Mentioned 250 

Barnett,  James.  Report  of  ordnance  captured  a.t  Nashville,  Tenn 425 

Barr,  J.  W.  Mentioned 235 

Barringer,  William  E.  Mentioned 346 

Bartlett,  Colonel.  Mentioned 783 

Baskerville,  Charles.  Mentioned 895,909 

Battle,  Joel  A.  Mentioned 106,107,109,111,115 

Battle,  Joel  A.,  jr.  Mentioned 109 

Bcnster,  A.  S.  Mentioned 546,619,626 
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Baxter,  E.  Mentionecl 750 

Baxter,  James  M.  Mentioned 187 

Baxter,  John. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 725, 799 

Mentioned 704, 720, 743, 763, 775, 785,  805 

Beatty,  Andrew  B.  Mentioned 214 

Beatty,  Samuel.  Mentioned 494 

Beaumont,  T.  W. 

Mentioned 358,388,389-391,393,394,401,409-411 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16,  1862  . 397 

Beauregard,  G.  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,C.  S.  A..  890, 893, 895, 899, 905, 908, 912 


Alabama,  Governor  of 899 

Chisolm,  A.  R 913 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 896 

Louisiana,  Governor  of 899 

Mississippi,  Governor  of 899 

Pryor,  Roger  A 880 

Ruggles,  Daniel 889, 906, 909 

Tennessee,  Governor  of 899 

Van  Dorn,  Earl * : 900 

War  Department,  C.  S 892^,893,917 

Memorandums. 

Council  of  War.  Western  Department,  February  7,  1862 861 

Disposition  of  troops  in  West  Tennessee 915 

Supplies  for,  organization,  etc.,  of  troops  in  West  Tennessee 918 

Mentioned 122,131,259, 

261,404,427,435,437,438,  571-573,  580,585,  587,588,  593,599,614,  627- 
629,  632,  646,  666,670,  863,864,  889,  891,893,  908,  911,914,915,940,  943 

Beckam,  Robert  L.  Mentioned 250 

Beckers,  Oscar  E.  Mentioned 210 

Bedford,  H.  S.  Mentioned 388, 390, 391, 394, 398, 399, 401, 410, 411 

Bell,  . Mentioned 557 

Bell,  John.  Mentioned 423, 645 

Benham,  H.  W.  Mentioned 740 

Benham,  M.  L.  Mentioned 22,25 

Benjamin,  Judah  P.  Mentioned 58,61,271,301- 

308,  312,  366,  405,  688,  702, 703,  742,  743,  749,  750,  756, 767, 778, 779,796, 
805,  819,  823, 8.30, 8.32,  862, 869,  878,  882,  886,  890, 898, 908,  911, 913,  921 
(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department,  C.S.) 

Bennett,  John  A.  Mentioned 101 

Bennett,  Myron  E.  Mentioned 236 

Benton,  U.  S.  Gunboat.  Mentioned 121,167,665 

Bentonville,  Ark.  Capture'  of,  February  18,  1862.  Communications ^from 

Henry  W.  Halleck 645 

Bevine,  G.  B.  Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 867 

Bidwell,  B.  G. 

Mentioned 3.58,  378,  .388, 390, 391, 393, 401, 409, 412 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  Feb.  12-16,  1862. ..  394,  395 

Biflle,  J.  B.  Correspondence  with  Simon  B.  Buckner 732 

Bingham,  William  B.  Mentioned 248 

Bishop,  Joshua.  Mentio  ied 422 

Bishop,  William  W.  Mentioned 213 

Blacker,  Allen.  Mentioned 253 
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Blackmore,  N.  M.  Mentioned 363 

Blackmore,  William  T.  Mentioned 363 

Blain,  George.  Mentioned 376 

Blake,  E.  D.  (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Leonidas  Polk.) 

Bledsoe,  A.  T.  (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department^  C.  S.) 

Blount,  Robert  P.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S : 840 

Bogert,  William  H.  Mentioned 2:% 

Boggen,  Joel  A.  Mentioned 209 

Boggs,  Jesse.  Mentioned 235 

Bolen,  Captain.  Mentioned 370 

Boles,  James.  Mentioned 459 

Boles,  Samuel.  Mentioned 459 

Bolles,  WilUam  M.  Mentioned 28, 37-39 

Bonner,  W.G.  Mentioned 866 

Bonter,  [?]  Lieutenant.  Mentioned - 494 

Boone,  F.  M.  Mentioned 341 

Borland,  M.  W.  Mentioned 209 

Boswell,  John  C.  Mentioned 92 

Bowen,  John  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 887 

Polk,  Leonidas 738 

Mentioned 261, 442, 507, 

517,  728,  790, 793,  795, 801, 808, 810, 813,  814,  821,  832,  852, 853, 904,  911 
Bowling  Green,  Ky. 

Council  of  War  at,  February  7, 1862  861 

Defense  of  (immediate). 

Communications  from  Jeremy  F.  Gilmer 774 

Orders.  (Hardee.) 779 

Evacuation  of,  by  Confederates,  February  14,  and  occupation  of,  by  Union 
forces,  February  15,  1862.  Eeports  of 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 418 

Mitchel,  O.  M 419 

Boyce,  William  J.  Mentioned 199 

Boyd,  Samuel.  Mentioned 235 

Boyl,  James  H.  Mentioned 92 

Boyle,  Jeremiah  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Buell,  Don  Carlos 455,927 

Haggard,  D.  R 497 

Thomas,  George  H 487, 489, 490, 492-494, 497, 498, 502, 504, 505, 508, 535 

Ward,  William  T 495 

Mentioned 441,458, 

461,  478, 491-495,  498-500, 502,  504,  505,  508-510,  582, 651, 652,  657,  939 
Boyle,  John.  (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Jeremiah  T.  Boyle.) 

Bracken,  John.  Mentioned 235 

Bradley,  Edwin  D.  Mentioned 474 

Bragg,  Braxton. 

Assignments  to  command 920,  921 

Correspondence  with 

Alabama,  Governor  of 914 

War  Department,  C.  S 309 

Mentioned 258-261, 308, 313, 317, 319, 751, 862,  869, 

878,882,  887,  888,890,  894,898,  905,911,  912,  913,914,916,  918-920,  935 
Staff.  Announcements  of 921 
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Bramlette,  Thomas  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Bryan,  George 490 

Thomas,  George  H 441, 452, 459, 470, 513, 517, 519, 520, 530 

Mentioned 455, 493, 494, 508,  519, 522, 831 

Brand,  Johii  C.  Mentioned 222 

Brandon,  Colonel.  Mentioned 284,285 

Branner,  B.  M.  Mentioned 82,797 

Eranner,  John  R.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 733 

Brashears,  R.  S.  Mentioned 60 

Brawner,  William.  Mentioned 230 

Brayman,  Mason.  Mentioned 126,175,177,179,181 

Breckenridge,  Robert  J.  Correspondence  with  George  H.  Thomas 562 

Breckinridge,  John  C. 

Assignments  to  command 771 

Correspondence  with  A.  Sidney  Johnston 698,707 

Mentioned 261, 336, 447, 451, 544, 549, 557, 771, 781, 782, 793, 852, 905, 911, 916 

Breckinridge,  Joseph  C.  Mentioned 81 

Brents,  John  A.  Mentioned 99,100 

Brewer,  James  F.  Mentioned 109 

Brewer,  R.  H.  Correspondence  with  Leonidas  Polk 831 

Brewster,  H.  P.  (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  A.  Sidney  Johnston.) 

Brian,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 750 

Bridge  Burners.  (See  Tennessee,  East.  Revolt  of  Unionists  in.) 

Briggs,  William  W.  Mentioned 250 

Brinck,  W.  F.  Mentioned 515 

Bristow,  Frank  H.  Mentioned 246 

Brodtbeck,  Samuel  D.  Mentioned 222,224 

Brokaw,  John  W.  Mentioned 213 

Brooke,  Hunter.  Mentioned 94 

Brown,  Mr.  Mentioned 943 

Brown,  Aaron  M.  Mentioned 222 

Brown,  Clay.  Mentioned 234, 241 

Brown,  Isaac  N.  Mentioned 154 

Brown,  Joljin  C. 

Mentioned 329, 332,  336,  337, 342, 350, 352, 353, 356, 367, 401, 853 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16, 1862.  346 

Brown,  Joseph  R. 

Correspondence  with  James  A.  Garfield 39 

Mentioned 31 

Brown,  NeiU  S.  Mentioned 748,749 

Brown,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 222 

Brown,  Thomas  R.  Mentioned 250 

Brown,  William  L.  Mentioned 119 

Brown,  William  N. 

Mentioned 341,383 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16,  1862.  379 

Brownlow,  John.  Mentioned 772 

Brownlow,  William  G. 

Arrest  of.  Warrant  for 806 

Correspondence  with 

Carroll,  William  H 719,720 

Crittenden,  George  B 806, 807 

Davis,  Jefferson 804 
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Brownlow,  William  G. — Continued. 

Mentioned 508, 704, 712, 719, 726, 740, 742-745, 754, 758, 

763,  764,  768, 772,  774-776, 785, 798-800,  803, 806, 807, 819, 913, 917, 934 

Brownlow,  William  W.  J.  Mentioned  ...i 356, 750 

Brownsville,  Ky.  Skirniisli  at,  November  20, 1861.  Report  of  T.  C.  Hindman.  2 

Bruce  & Co.  Mentioned •. 762 

Bruce,  Sanders  D. 

Correspondence  with  Don  Carlos  Buell 609 

Mentioned 651, 652,  657 

Brush,  Daniel  H.  Mentioned 186, 190 

Bryan,  George. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  E.  Bramlette 490 

Mentioned 490 

Bryant,  Nathaniel  C.  Mentioned 422,644 

Buckner,  D.  P. 

Correspondence  with  A.  Sidney  Johnston 886 

Mentioned 336 

Buckner,  Edward  C.  Mentioned 223 

Buckner,  Samuel.  Mentioned 433 

Buckner,  Simon  B. 

Assignments  to  command - 303 

Correspondence  with 

Allen,  T.  W 714 

Biffle,  J.  B 7.32 

Casseday,  Alexander 867 

Floyd,  .1  ohn  B 859 

Grant,  U.  S 160, 161 

Hardee,  William  J 758 

Helm,  B.  H 838 

Johnson,  B.  R 289,  303 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 740,811,867 

Morgan,  John  H 714, 724 

Pickett,  W.  D 864 

Mentioned 159, 160, 162, 164, 

177,  255, 256, 258-260, 262-270, 272, 273, 275, 276, 279, 282-284, 286-300, 
302-305, 307-309,  311,  314,  315,  317-325,  337,  338, 343-345, 347,  348,  350- 
357,  360-363, 366, 367, 369, 376-378, 380, 382-384, 386, 387, 391, 392, 401, 
408,  412-414, 419,  427, 440,  441, 447, 450, 451,  483,  489, 517, 527, 528,  534, 
563, 569, 580,  609, 613,  625,  626,  687,  714, 732, 740, 746, 759,  762, 771,  773, 
781,  782,  784, 793, 794,  814, 832, 840,  852,  862,  868,  871,  879, 891, 922, 942 
Reports  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  Feb.  12-16,  1862..  327,328 
Buell,  Don  Carlos. 

Co-operation  with  Halleck.  Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 527, 

547, 584, 587, 591, 593, 608, 612, 614, 617, 620, 640, 660, 661, 664, 678 

Buell,  Don  Carlos 526, 

528,  532,  535,  574,  583-585,587-589,  592-594,597,600,  607,609,610,612, 
619-623,  627,  630,  632,  639,  640,  650,  656-658,  675, 679,  680, 931, 936-940 

Grant,  U.S 516,612 

Halleck,  Henry  W 526, 527,  532, 533, 

535, 539,  543, 544,  576, 583, 588-589,  592-597,  605, 607, 608, 617, 621,  622, 
624, 627, 628, 631,  632, 635-637, 642, 643,  655, 658, 661, 671,  676, 682, 938 

Lincoln,  Abraham 524, 526, 533, 535, 624 

Nelson,  William 651 

W'ar  Department,  U.  S 635,652,656,937,941 
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Buell,  Don  Carlos — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-GeneraPs  Office,  U.  S.  A.  24, 455, 501, 509, 511,527, 528, 545, 563, 568, 615 

Army  Headquarters 443,  445, 447, 450, 457, 468,  473, 477, 482,  485, 487, 489> 

500,  501,  504,  511,  520,  531,  546-548,571,572,583-587,593,594,601,602, 
608,  611,  612,  616,  619,  620,  622,  626, 627, 629, 630, 639, 640, 642, 645, 646, 
' 650,  652,  656,  657,  660,  664,  671,  678,  679,  925, 926, 930, 931,  937-939, 945 


Boyle,  J.  T 455,927 

Bruce,  S.  D 609 

Carter,  S.  P / 465,566,680 

Clarksville,  Tenn.  Commanding  Officer.  (Union) 6.53 

Commanding  Officer  Third  Minnesota 466 

Crittenden,  T.  L 447,  449, 543,  558, 564, 569, 570, 589, 622, 631, 639 

Duffield,  William  W 466 

Fry,  James  B 515,643,651,653 

Garfield,  James  A.. 22,23,602,663 

Grant,  U.  S 516,670 

Halleck,  Henry  W 527, 528, 530, 533, 543, 553, 573, 574,  .576, 578, 580, 

583, 584, 588, 589, 592, 593, 597, 600, 605, 607-609, 621, 622, 630, 632, 6.34, 
635, 639, 642, 643, 650,  657, 658, 668, 671,  675,  676, 680, 682,  936-938, 940 

Hobson,  E.  H 466 

J ohnson,  Andrew 480, 483 

Lincoln,  Abraham 524, 526, 530, 532, 535, 927, 928 

McCook,  Alexander  McD 480, 

491, 498, 501, 521, 522, 544, 549, 557, 563, 581, 615, 623, 627, 938 

Markland,  A.  H 672 

Maynard,  Horace 480, 483 

Mitchel,  O.  M 501,556,610,611,615,631,634,675 

Moore,  L.  T 466, 485 

Nelson,  William 496, 610, 623, 640, 651, 944 

Ohio,  Governor  of 589 

Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A 606 

Pope,  Curran 467 

Smith,  C.  F 517,944 

Thomas,  George  H....  78, 439, 442, 445, 452, 458, 471, 477, 478, 480, 481, 483-4?*5, 
487, 489, 491,  492, 495, 496,  498-500,  509, 510, 519, 522, 524, 549, 550, 558, 
560,  562-564, 567, 576, 580,  589, 597, 623, 640, 652,  653, 658, 659, 925, 926 

War  Department,  U.  S 5.35,937 

Warner,  William  A 467 

Wickliffe,  R.  C 515 

Wood,  T.J 556,606,615 


Instructions  to 


Garfield.  Operations  in  Eastern  Kentucky 22 

Thomas.  Operations  in  Southeastern  Kentucky 78 

Mentioned 11?  43, 116, 


259, 285, 424,  426, 431, 432, 439,  440, 469-472, 481, 489,  499, 502,  .509, 524, 
526, 527,  531-5.33,  535,  536, 539, 542-545, 550, 552, 559,  565, 573, 583, 584, 
586,  587, 590, 591, 594-596, 598,  599, 612, 614, 617, 618, 624, 628, 631, 635- 
637, 640, 642, 643, 645-647,  650, 6.52,  654-6.57, 659-667, 669-671, 675, 676, 
678, 680,  683, 707,  792,  794,  809-811, 897, 926, 929,  931, 937, 941,  942, 944 
Orders  congratulatory. 

Kentucky.  Operations  in  Eastern,  December  23, 1861-January  30, 1862  . 24 


Logan’s  Cross-Roads,  Ky.  Engagement  at,  January  19,  1862 78 

Nashville,  Tenn.  Occupation  of,  February,  1862 669 

Rowlett’s  Station,  Ky.  Action  at,  December  17,  1861 15 
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Buell,  Don  Carlos — Continued. 

Reports  of 

Kentucky.  Operations  in  Eastern,  December  23, 1861-January  30, 1862.  21 

Logan’s  Cross-Roads,  Ky.  Engagement  at,  January  19, 1862 76,77 

Nashville,  Tenn.  Evacuation  of,  by  Confederate  and  occupation  of,  by 

Union  troops,  February  23-25,  1862 425 

Rowlett’s  Station,  Ky.  Action  at,  December  17,  1861 14, 15 

Buford,  N.  B.  Mentioned 436,598,940 

Bunker,  P.  Correspondence  with  James  A.  Garfield 36 

Burbridge,  S.  G.  Mentioned 482 

Burch,  John  C. 

Mentioned 284, 292, 297, 299, 307, 324, 833 

Statement  of  atfairs  at  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn 293 

Burges,  Captain.  Mentioned 65,66 

Burke,  Thomas  A.  Mentioned 341 

Burke,  William  B.  Mentioned 30 

Burnett,  H.  C.  Mentioned 402 

Burns,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 368 

Burns,  Harvey.  Mentioned 46 

Burnside,  A.  E.  Mentioned 614, 844, 931 

Burris,  Nelson  D.  Mentioned 100 

Burt,  Andrew  S.  Mentioned 77,81,94 

Burt,  J.  L.  Mentioned 390,  412 

Bush,  Henry  H.  Mentioned 197 

Bush,  Jacob  H.  Mentioned 92 

Butler,  W.  R.  Mentioned 351 

Button,  Charles.  Mentioned 198 

Byers,  Avery.  Mentioned 250 

Byrd,  Robert  K.  Mentioned 792 

Cairo,  U.  S.  Gunboat.  Mentioned 422, 644, 662 

Cairo,  District  of.  (Union.) 

Constituted  and  limits  defined 515 

Orders,  General,  series  1861 : No.  26,  518.  Series  1862 : No.  3,  551 ; No.  5, 

578 ; No.  7,  579.  {Field) : No.  1,  585 ; No.  3,  598 ; No.  5,  599 ; No.  7,  No.  8, 

601;  No.  9,  No.  11,  605;  No.  13,  625. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1862.  {Field):  No.  1,  February  5, 125;  No.  1,  February 
6, 586 ; No.  6,  606  ; No.  10, 336, 626. 

Sherman,  W.  T.,  assigned  to  command 614,  619 

Union  troops  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc 525,544,578,601,605,649 

Calhoon,  Isaac.  Mentioned 250 

Callender,  Franklin  D.  Mentioned 665 

Cameron,  Simon.  Mentioned 801 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department,  U.  S.) 

Camp  Beauregard,  Ky.  Expedition  to,  December  28-31,  1861.  Report  of 

Lew.  Wallace 66 

Campbell,  Judge.  Mentioned 898 

Campbell,  C.  C.  [?]  Mentioned 801 

Campbell,  James  P.  Mentioned 357 

Campbell,  Wallace.  Mentioned 217 

Camp  Goggin,  Ky.  Skirmishes  near,  December  1-2,  1861.  (See  Summary  of 
Principal  Events,  p.  1.) 

Cantey,  H.  Mentioned 380 

Capehart,  Charles  H.  Mentioned 177 

Caperton,  Jehn.  Mentioned 740 

Cappell,  Peter.  Mentioned 17 
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Carden,  A.  G.  Mentioned * 352 

Carmichael,  Eagleton.  Mentioned 176,181,183 

Carondelet,  U.  S.  Gunboat.  Mentioned 122,123,162,166,662,672 

Carpenter, . Mentioned 944 

Carr,  Henry  M.  Mentioned 538,  Sod 

Carrington,  T.  F.  Mentioned 341 

Carroll,  William  B.  Mentioned 92,503 

Carroll,  WiUiam  H. 

Assignments  to  command 754 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 815 

Brownlow,  W.  G 719,720 

Crittenden,  George  B 749 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 825 

Warren,  W.  H 766 

War  Department,  C.  S 701, 704, 712, 719, 720, 738, 742, 754, 759, 764, 771 

Indorsement  on  report  of  Horace  Eice.  Logan’s  Cross-Eoads,  Ky 115 

Mentioned  82, 106-109, 113, 261, 687,  689, 706, 713, 721, 747, 754, 755, 760, 

763,  764,  770,  774,777,778,  780,791,797,800,813,827,  828,  849,  875,904 

Proclamation.  Martial  law  in  Knoxville,  Tenn... 760 

Eeport  of  engagement  at  Logan’s  Cross-Eoads,  on  Fishing  Creek,  Ky.,  Jan- 
uary 19,  1862 Ill 

Carter,  Abraham  A.  Mentioned 92 

Carter,  James  P.  T.  Mentioned 473,483 

Carter,  Julian.  Mentioned 176 

Carter,  M.  B.  Mentioned 77, 81, 97, 109 

Carter,  Samuel  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Buell,  Don  Carlos 465,566,680 

Maynard,  Horace 468, 469 

Thomas,  George  H . . . 439,  440, 445, 446, 448, 454, 456, 471, 472, 478, 485, 495, 513 

Mentioned 84, 99, 439, 461,474, 479, 481, 

484,  505,  506,  508,  510,539,  563,567,576,620,678,  679,  9.30,932,939,945 

Eeiports  of 

Cumberland  Gap,  Tenn.  Skirmish  near,  February  14,  1862 417 

Logan’s  Cross-Eoads,  Ky.  Engagement  at,  January  19, 1862 96 

Carter,  W.  B.  Mentioned 514 

Casey,  Peter.  Mentioned 399 

Casey,  William  T.  Mentioned 227 

Caseyville,  Ky.,  etc.  Expedition  to,  Nov.  24-Dec.  5,  1861.  Eeports  of 

Forrest,  N.  B 4 

Peckham,  James 6 

Casseday,  Alexander. 

Correspondence  with  Simon  B.  Buckner 867 

Mentioned 331, 336, 345, 350, 352, 867 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Simon  B.  Buckner.) 

Cavanaugh,  T.  H. 

Assignments  to  command 515 

Mentioned 6, 515, 552, 572 

Cavender,  John  S.  Mentioned 649 

Cavin,  G.  F.  Mentioned 143 

Cecil,  Judge.  Mentioned 34 

Chalmers,  James  R. 

Assignments  to  command - T 882 

Correspondence  with  Daniel  Kuggles 894 
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Chalmers,  J ames  R. — Continued. 

Mentioned 157, 862, 863, 866, 879, 882, 899, 907, 910, 915 

Orders,  Circulars,  February  18,  1862:  891. 

Orders,  General,  series  1862:  No.  1,  882. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1862 : No.  12,  895. 

Chambliss,  Captain.  Mentioned 737 

Champlain,  W.  S.  Mentioned 380 

Charter,  Steamboat.  Mentioned 875,876 

Chauteau,  Steamboat.  Mentioned 677 

Cheairs,  Nat.  F. 

Mentioned 348,  401 

Report  of  sie^e  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16,  1862.  349 

Cheatam,  Munroe.  Mentioned 320 

Cheatham,  B.  F. 

Correspondence  with  Leonidas  Polk 865,919 

Meuf ioned 438, 774, 851, 905, 906, 920 

Cheny,  Jason.  Mentioned 209 

Chesley,  Robert  V.  Mentioned 217 

Chester,  John.  Mentioned 910 

Chetlain,  Augustus  L. 

Mentioned * 216 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16,  1862.  216 

Childress,  Captain.  Mentioned 59 

Chilton,  Dr.  Mentioned 44 

Chipman,  Norton  P.  Mentioned 230 

Chisolm,  A.  R. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 913 

Mentioned 914 

Chrisman,  J.  S.  Mentioned 2,3 

Christie,  Isaac.  Mentioned 397 

Christy,  George  B.  Mentioned 242,243 

Church,  George  E.  Mentioned 198 

Churcher,  James  H.  Mentioned 230 

Churchill,  T.  J.  Mentioned 918 

Churchwell,  William  M.  Mentioned 705, 862 

Cincinnati,  U.  S.  Gunboat.  Mentioned 122, 123, 141, 142, 436 

City  of  Memphis,  Steamboat.  Mentioned 219 

Claiborne,  H.  L.  Mentioned 432 

Claiborne,  Thomas.  Correspondence  with  Tennessee,  Adjutant-General  of. ..  887 

Claiborne,  Thomas,  jr.  Mentioned 877 

Clark,  Charles. 

Correspondence  with  William  J.  Hardee 836 

Mentioned 298,  305, 372,  383, 

407,  740,  752,  762,  781,  784,  793,  809,  813,814,832,834,652,853,859,860 

Report  of  action  at  Sacramento,  Ky.,  December  28,  1861  64 

Clark,  William  C.  Mentioned  187 

Clarke,  John  D.  Mentioned 357 

Clarksville,  Tenn. 

Occupation  of,  by  Union  forces,  February  19,  1862.  Reports  of 

Foote,  Andrew  H 422, 644  • 

Grant,  U.  S 423 

Proclamation  to  inhabitants  of.  (Foote) 423 

larksville,  Tenn.,  Commanding  Officer  of.  (Confederate.)  Correspondence 
with  A.  Sidney  Johnston 881 
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Clarksville,  Tenn.,  Commanding  Officer  of.  (Union.)  Correspondence  with 

Don  Carlos  Buell 653 

Clay,  T.  J.  Mentioned 336 

Clayton,  G.  W.  [?]  Mentioned 843 

Cleburne,  P.  R.  Mentioned 261, 737, 782, 852, 904 

Cliff,  D.  B. 

Correspondence  with  George  H.  Thomas 565 

Mentioned *. 109 

Clift, . Mentioned 687 

Clinton,  J.  K.  Mentioned 769 

Clopton,  Albert  G.  Mentioned 346 

Clough,  J.  M.  Mentioned 362,372-374,376 

Cloutman,  Charles  C.  Mentioned 230 

Cobb,  Robert.  Mentioned 390, 399, 411 

Cobb,  Thomas  A.  Mentioned 92 

Coburn,  John.  Mentioned 443,926 

Cocke,  Stephen  M.  Mentioned 738 

Coffee,  William  A.  Mentioned 504,506 

Colburn,  A.  V.  (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Army  Headquarters.') 

Colgrove,  James.  Mentioned '249 

Columbus,  Ky. 

Confederate  troops.  Organization,  strength,  etc 824,848 

Eva.cnation  of,  by  Confederate  and  occupation  of,  by  Union  forces,  Maxch 
2-3, 1862.  Keports  of 

Culliim,  George  W 436 

Foote,  Andrew  H 436 

Polk,  Leonidas 437 

Reconnaissance  to  (gunboat),  January  14,  1862.  (See  Summary  of  Principal 
Events,  p.  1.) 

Re-enforcements  for,  from  New  Orleans,  La 878, 886 

Colwell,  William.  Mentioned 92 

Commerce,  Steamboat.  Mentioned... 875,876 

Compton,  Surgeon.  Mentioned 783 

Comstock,  Mr.  Mentioned 399 

Conestoga,  U.  S.  Gunboat.  Mentioned 6, 122, 

154, 155, 166, 422, 423, 445, 461, 462, 573, 603, 644, 665 

Confederate  Troops. 

Casualties.  Returns  of 

Logan’s  Cross-Roads,  on  Fishing  Creek,  Ky.  Engagement  at,  J anuary 

19,  1862  108 

Donelson,  Fort,  Tenn.  Siege  and  capture  of,  Feb.  12-16,  1862  ..  337,  342, 374 

Location  of,  etc.  East  Tennessee,  December  9,  1801 749-752 

Mentioned. 

Artillery — Batteries:  Semmes’,  895. 

Cavalry — Companies  : Robertson’s,*  769,  910,  918. 

Infantry — Regiments  : 2d,  904  ; 3d,  20,  904. 

(For  State  Troops,  see  respective  States.) 

Organization  of 

Donelson,  Fort,  Tenn.  February  9,  1862 868 

Kentucky,  Army  of  Central. 

January  31,  1862  852,853 

February  23,  1862 904,905 

Western  Department,  First  Division,  January,  1862  854 


* Upon  organization,  Company  G,  Sixth  Cavalry. 
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Confederate  Troops— Continued. 

Re-enlistment  and  reorganization  of.  Communications  from 

Beauregard,  G.  T 905,918 

Polk,  Leonidas 846 

Strength  of.  Returns  of 
Columbus,  Ky. 

January  7,  1862 824 

January  25,  1862 848 

Cumberland  Gap,  Tenn. 

November  26,  1861  705 

January  21,  1862 843 

Donelson,  Fort,  Tenn.  January  21,  1862 843 

East  Tennessee. 

December  9,  1861 749-752 

December  28,  1861 800, 801 

Henry,  Fort,  Tenn.  January  21,  1862  843 

Kentucky,  Army  of  Central. 

December  31,  1861 814 

■ January  14,  1862 832 

January  31,  1862 852 

December  4,  1861.  First  Division 737 

February  12-16,  1862.  Second  Division  (approximate)  337 

MarshalPs  command. 

December  1,  1861 729 

' January  — , 1862  45, 815, 816 

Western  Department. 

December  12,  1861  762 

December  31,  1861 813 

November  30,  1861. 

First  Division 727 

Fourth  Division 728 

December  31,  1861.  First  Division 826 

January  31,  1862. 

First  Division 853 

Fourth  Division 855 

February  28,  1862.  First  Division 912 

Zollicoffer’s  command. 

November  20,  1861  687 

December  31,  1861 814 

January  7,  1862 824 

Congress,  Confederate. 

Act  admitting  Kentucky  as  a member  of  Confederate  States 752 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 921 

Messages  of  President  to.  Forts  Donelson  and  Henry,  Tenn.,  etc 254, 402 

Resolution  creating  and  report  of  special  committee  on  military  disasters  at 

Forts  Donelson,  Henry,  and  at  Nashville,  Tenn 401,402 

Conklin,  Daniel.  Mentioned 92 

Conklin,  James.  Mentioned 92 

Connell,  J.  M. 

Correspondence  with  Albin  Schoepf 475 

Mentioned 474 

Conner,  G.  W.  Mentioned 57 

Conway,  J.  J.  Mentioned 380, 416 

Cook,  Edward  C. 

Mentioned 336, 352,  353,  368,  401,  750 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16, 1862..  355 
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Cook,  John.  ^ 

Correspondence  with  U.  S.  Grant 552,559 

Mentioned 128,  129,  168,  223,  561 

Keports  of 

Donelson,  Fort,  Tenn.  Siege  and  capture  of,  February  12-16, 1862...,  219 


Cook,  Patrick.  Mentioned 401 

Cooke,  I.  N.  Mentioned 515 

Coombs,  Leslie.  Correspondence  with  George  H.  Thomas 571 

Cooper,  Samuel.  Mentioned 366,  383,  716,  760,  766,  784,  801,  892,  898,  914, 917 

(For  correspondence,  etc. , see  Adjutant  and Insjjtctor  General’s  Office,  C.S.A.) 

Copas,  Nathan  R.  Mentioned 143 

Coppage,  Stephen  H.  Mentioned 100 

Cosby,  George  B.  Mentioned 160,  336,  357 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Simon  B.  BueJener.) 

Coulter,  John  P.  Mentioned 224 

Council  of  War.  Western  Department.  (Confederate.)  February  7, 1862  . . 861 

Couper,  I.  M.  Mentioned 380,416 

Couts,  Poston.  Mentioned 397 

Cowan,  R.  H.  Mentioned 64,66 

Cox,  Captain.  Mentioned 869 

Cox,  Hugh  P.  Mentioned 230 

Cox,  Jacob  D. 

Correspondence  with  James  A.  Garfield 37 

Mentioned 28,38 

Crain,  Walter  O.  Mentioned 137,150 

Crandall,  William  W.  Mentioned 235 

Crane,  G.  M.  Mentioned 235 

Cranor,  Jonathan. 

Correspondence  with  James  A.  Garfield.... 35,36 

Mentioned 26-28, 30, 31, 46, 47 

Crenshaw,  Mr.  Mentioned 493 

Crigler,  J.  L.  Mentioned 344 

Crittenden,  George  B. 

Assignments  to  command 764 

Circulars.  .January  18,  1862 82 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraPs  Office,  C.  S.  A 740,769,774,780,791,800 

Brownlow,  W.  g’ 806,807 

Carroll,  William  H 749 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 706,855,860,882,889 

Lindsay,  A.  J 874 

Marshall,  Humphrey 729 

War  Department,  C.  S 745, 763, 764, 790, 806 

Mentioned 2, 40, 78, 88,  89, 

102,  118,  259,261,  427,  479,  580,707,715,730.745,753-755,766,767,785, 
786,  797,  800,  805-807,  813,819,846-851,  862,871,  876-878,904,  911,916 
Reports  of  engagement  at  Logan’s  Cross-Roads,  on  Fishing  Creek,  Ky.,  Jan- 
uary 19,  1862 102-105 

Crittenden,  Thomas  L. 

Correspondence  with  Don  Carlos  Buell 447, 

449, 543, 558, 564, 569, 570, 589, 622, 631, 639 

Mentioned 468, 610, 622, 651,  654, 672, 793, 802 

Reports  of  action  at  Sacramento,  Ky.,  December  28,  1861 62, 63 


INDEX. 


961 


Page. 

Cross,  Osborne.  Mentioned 531, 54d 

Cross,  Robert.  Mentioned 459 

Croxton,  John  T.  Mentioned 87,88 

Cruft,  Charles. 

Mentioned 169, 175, 178, 187, 233, 236-239, 243, 252, 253, 461, 558, 559 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenu.,  February  12-16, 1862.  243 

Crurap,  Mr.  Mentioned 869 

Crump,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 428 

Crumpler,  R.  M.  Mentioned 397 

Crutc'ier,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 64,66 

Crutchfield,  Bd.  S.  Mentioned 54 

Cubine,  W.  J.  B.  Mentioned 143, 146 

Culbertson,  Jacob. 

Mentioned 137, 146-150,  358,  364,  389-392,  394,  398,  400,  401,  410,411,  868 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16,  1862.  392 

Cullom,  William.  Mentioned 487 

Cullum,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  W.  Halleck 596-598, 600, 603, 

604,  609,  614,  628,  633,  636,  641,  648, 661, 667, 668, 674-677, 937, 940, 942 

Mentioned 436, 527, 528, 661, 665, 666, 670, 682, 929 

Reports  of 

Columbus,  Ky.  Evacuation  of,  by  Confederate  and  occupation  *of,  by 

Union  forces,  March  2-3, 1862  436 

Pittsbprg,  Tenn.  Engagement  at,  March  1,  1862 435 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Henry  W.  Halleck.) 

Cumberland  and  Tennessee  Rivers.  Oj)erations  on.*  Communications  from 

Adjutant-GeneraFs  Office,  U.  S.  A 683 

Ammen,  Jacob 659 

Army  Headquarters 473,  .584, 587, 588,  590, 

591,  593,  612,  614, 617, 620, 625, 628, 640, 646, 661, 664, 678, 680, 925, 937 

Beauregard,  G.  T 861, 895, 896, 906 

Bowen,  John  S 7.38 

Buckner,  Simon  B 864 

Buell,  Don  Carlos 528, 572-574,  580,  .584,  588, 589,  592-594, 

597,  600,  601,  607,  609,  610, 612,  619-623, 627,  630,  632,  634,  639, 643, 650, 
651,  653,  656-658,  660,  668,  671,672,675,679,680,  936-938,  940,944,945 

Cheatham,  B.  F ' 865 

Cullum,  George  W 597, 598, 604, 643, 676, 940, 942 

Dixon,  Joseph 699 

Ellis,  Powhatan,  jr 835 

Floyd,  John  B 865,  878,  892, 894 

Foote,  A.  H 477, 603, 604, 608, 643,  648 

Fry,  J anies  B t...  653 

Giimer,  Jeremy  F 698, 699, 709, 710, 734, 748, 842, 869 

Goodwin,  John  W 907 

Grant,  U.  S 472, 537, 540, 541, 543, 545,  551-553, 555,  565,  575, 577-579, 581, 

596,  600,  604,  609,  612,  613,  618,  625,  637, 638, 649, 662,  666, 667, 670, 674 

Halleck,  Henry  W 444,448,533, 

.543,  544,  561,  571,572,  574,  576-580,  583-589,  .591-598, 600,  603-605,  6^)7- 
609,  612,  614,  616-619,  621,622,624,627-629,631-6.33,635-037,642,643, 
647,  648,  6.55,658,  661,  667,668,670,671,074,677,670,682,683,930,938 
Hardee,  W.  ,J  890 


* Includes  some  minor  operations  on  the  Ohio  River. 
61  R R — YOL  Vn 
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Cumberland  and  Tennessee  Rivers.  Operations  on.— Continued.  Commu- 


nications from 

Head,  J.  W.. 834 

Heiman,  A 831 

Henry,  Gus.  A 841 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 738, 

■ 833,  837, 8.38, 839, 844, 845,  849, 861, 863, 864, 878, 880-882, 886, 889, 911 

Lea,  B.  J 910 

Lincoln,  Abraham 624 

Miller,  J.  H 864,871 

Mitchel,  O.  M 634 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 608 

Nelson,  William 651,654,661 

Phelps,  S.  L 648 

Pillow,  Gideon  J 684,699,859,870,880 

Polk,  Leonidas 736, 758, 847, 923 

Ruggles,  Daniel 890,891,894,909 

Seaton,  John 462 

Sherman,  W.  T 618,670 

Smith,  C.  F 445, 461, 463, 527, 561 

Tennessee,  Governor  of 860, 883 

Thomas,  George  H 652,653,659 

Tilghraan,  Lloyd 689,719,723,731,817,834,835,843,858,859 

Walker,  L.  P 888, 889 

War  Department,  C.  S 890 

War  Department,  U.  S 604,608,635,656,680,  941 

Weakley,  S.  T>.,  et  al 692 

Whittlesey,  Charles 440 

Wright,  M.H ! 838 

(See  also 

Camp  Beauregard,  Ky.  Expedition  to,  Decemler  28-31,  1861. 


Casey ville,  Ky.  Forrest’s  expedition  to,  November  2i-Decemher  5,  1861. 
Clarksville,  Tenn.  Occupied  by  Union  forces,  February  19,  1862. 
Donelson,  Fort,  Tenn.  Siege  and  capture  of,  February  12-16, 1862. 
Eastport,  Miss.  Expedition  to,  February  15-22,  1862. 

Florence,  Ala.  Expedition  to,  February  6-10, 1862. 

Heiman,  Fort,  Ky.  Skirmish  near,  February  13,  1862. 

Henry,  Fort,  Tenn. 

Demonstration  {gunboat)  on,  January  17-22,  1862. 

Reconnaissances  to 

January  15-25,  1862  {land). 

February  4,  1862  {gunboat). 

Siege  and  capture  of,  February  6, 1862. 

Nashville,  Tenn. 

Evacuation  of,  by  the  Confederate  and  occupation  of,  by  Union  forces, 
February  23-25,  1862. 

Scout  to,  February  26,  1862. 

Pittsburg,  Tenn.  Engagement  at,  March  1,  1862. 

Viola,  Ky.  Expedition  to,  December  28-31,  1862.) 


Cumberland  Gap,  Tenn. 

Confederate  troops  at.  Organization,  strength,  etc 705, 843 

Skirmish  near,  February  14,  1862.  Reports  of 

Carter,  Samuel  P 417 

Rains,  James  E 417,418 
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Cummings,  Rev.  Mr.  Mentioned — - 775,776 

Cummings,  D.  H.  Mentioned - 106,107,109 

Cunningham,  Major.  Mentioned 369 

Cunningham,  A.  S.  Mentioned 109 


(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  George  B.  Crittenden.) 


Cuppy,  William  H.  Mentioned 248 

Currin,  D.  M.  Correspondence  with  H.  C.  Young 777 

Curtis,  Samuel  R.  Mentioned 540, 594, 617, 643, 645, 646 

Dallam,  Herbert  S.  Mentioned 364, 868 

Daniel,  R.  W.  T.  Mentioned 763 

Davidson,  H.  B.  Mentioned 331,336 

Davidson,  Henry  G.  Mentioned 82 

Davidson,  T.  J. 

Assignments  to  command 868 

Mentioned 286, 359, 361, 364, 365, 371, 372, 868 

Davis,  Captain.  [?]  Mentioned 689 

Davis,  Arthur  N.  Mentioned 62,63,65 

Davis,  George  W.  Mentioned 276 

Davis,  Guyon  I.  Mentioned 198 

Davis,  Jack.  Statement  of  surrender  of  F'ort  Donelson,  Tenn 407 

Davis,  James  W.  Mentioned — 213 

Davis,  Jefferson. 

Correspondence  with  / 

Austin,  H.  R 799 

Bevine,  G.  B 867 

Brownlow,  W.  G 804 

Hardee,  William  J 890 

Haynes,  Landon  C 849 

Johnson,  George  W 801 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 257,258,905 

Pillow,  Gideon  J 325,326 

Polk,  Leonidas 746,798,828 

Preston,  W 801 

Ramsey,  J.  G.  M 743 

Swan,  William  G 742 

Tibhs,  William  H 743 

War  Department  C.  S 254, 309, 403 

Mentioned 41,49, 

50, 53, 54, 61, 256, 258, 270,  271, 301, 304-314, 316, 317, 319, 322, 324, 335, 
379, 686, 705, 715, 718, 720, 723, 725, 740,  745, 754, 764, 765, 777-779,  784, 
785, 791, 799, 801,  822,  834,  849, 850, 857, 862, 872, 893, 903, 906, 913,  918 

Messages  to  Confederate  Congress 254,402 

Davis,  J.  N.  Mentioned 783 

Davis,  John  A.  Mentioned 253 

Davis,  Joseph  L.  Mentioned 230 

Davis,  Nelson.  Mentioned 397 

Davis,  Reuben. 

Assignments  to  command-, 779 

Mentioned 689,  769,  779, 780, 781, 783, 784, 793, 814 

Davis,  S.  W.  Mentioned 352 

Davis,  Thomas  D.  Mentioned 250 

Davison,  William  H.  Mentioned 250 

Dawson,  J.  Mentioned .• 428 

Dennis,  Elias  S.  Mentioned 177, 183, 185 

Dennison,  Noah  W.  Mentioned 189 
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Dennison,  William.  Mentioned 443,509,511 

Department  No.  2,  (See  Western  Department — Confederate.) 

Derrick,  Clarence.  Mentioned 428 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  John  B.  Floyd.) 

De  Russy,  Lewis  Gr.  Mentioned 728 

Deyerle,  John  S.  Correspondence  with  Humphrey  Marshall 52 

Diana,  Steamboat.  Mentioned G59 

Dickerson,  A.  Correspondence  with  Humphrey  Marshall 52 

Dickerson,  John  H.  Mentioned — 520 

Dickey,  Cyrus  E.  Mentioned 200 

Dickey,  T.  Lyle.  Mentioned.... 181,192,245 

Dickson,  J.  Bates.  Mentioned 216 

Dickson,  William.  Mentioned  693, 695 

Dillion,  Boston.  Mentioned 474, 476, 478, 481, 486 

Diltz,  Mr.  Mentioned 44 

Dine,  W.  C.  Mentioned.... — 9 

Dixon,  Joseph. 

Correspondence  with 

Gilmer,  Jeremy  F 698,699,734 

Pillow,  Gideon  J 699 

Mentioned 131,132,144, 

262,  280,  389,  391-394,  396-398,  410,  411,  693,  695,  698,710,836,868,923 
Dixon,  Robert  E.  (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Confederate  Congress.) 

Dockery,  J.  M.,  jr.  Mentioned 401 

Dodds,  Joseph  L.  Mentioned 666 

Dollins,  J.  J.  Mentioned 128, 176, 178, 181, 183, 187 

Donelson,  Fort,  Tenn. 

Buckner,  Simon  B.,  in  command  of 303 

Confederate  troops  at.  Organization,  strength,  etc.,  of 337,843,868 

Floyd,  John  B.,  assumes  command,  {^ee  Summary  of  Principal  Events,  p.  2.) 
Johnson,  B.  R.,  assumes  command.  (See  Summary  of  Principal  Events,  p.  2.) 

Pillow,  Gideon  J.,  assumes  command 867 

Siege  and  capture  of,  February  12-16,  1862. 

Casualties.  Returns  of 

Confederate  forces 337,342,374 

Union  forces 167-169, 182, 241, 251 

Communications  from 

Bragg,  Braxton 309 

Brewster,  H.  P 301 

Buckner,  Simon  B 160, 161, 289, 303, 363 

Burch,  John  C 293 

Davis,  Jack 407 

Davis,  Jefferson 254, 257,  309 

Floyd,  John  B 255, 256, 272, 303, 405 

Forrest,  Nathan  B 295 

Grant,  U.  S 161, 170 

Haynes,  Milton  A 409 

Haynes,  W.  H 297 

Henry,  Gus.  A.,jr 296 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 255,256,258 

McCausland,  John 414 

Munford,  Ed.  W 412,414 

Nicholson,  Hunter 299 

Pillow,  Gideon  J . . 292,  305, 306, 310, 313, 314, 316, 321, 322, 325, 326, 366, 388 
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Doiielson,  Fort,  Tenn. — Continued. 

Siege  and  capture  of,  February  12-16,  1862. 

Communications  from 

Quarles,  W.  A 326 

Russell,  Daniel  R 415 

Turner,  F.  P 415 

War  Department,  C.  S 256, 304, 309, 3k0, 403 

Messages  of  President  to  House  of  Representatives,  Confederate  Con- 
gress   254, 402 

Orders,  congratulatory.  (Grant  and  Halleck.) 629,638 

Orders.  Prisoners  of  war.  (Grant.) 336 

Reports  of 


Arn,  Frederick 246 

Bailey,  J.  E 391 

Baldwin,  William  E 338, 382 

Beaumont,  T.  W 397 

Bidwell,  B.  G 394, 395 

Brown,  John  C 346 

Brown,  William  N 379 

Buckner,  Simon  B 327, 328 

Cheairs,  Nat.  F 349 

Chetlain,  Augustus  L 216 

Congress,  Confederate 402 

Cook,  Edward  C 355 

Cook,  John 219 

Crufr,  Charles 243 

Culbertson,  Jacob 392 

Doss,  W.  L 344 

Dresser,  Jasper  M 191 

Farquharson,  Robert 346 

Floyd,  John  B • 267,270 

Foote,  A.  H 166 

Forrest,  Nathan  B 383,387 

Fry,  Thomas  W 241 

Gilmer,  Jeremy  F 261,265 

Grant,  U.  S 159 

Gregg,  John 376 

Hanson,  Roger  W 342 

Haynes,  Milton  A 3S8 

Haynie,  Isham  N 203, 205 

Head,  John  W 377 

Heiman,  A 366 

Johnson,  Bushrod  R 358,365 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 418 

Lillard,  John  M 345 

Lyon,  H.  B 375 

McAllister,  Edward 208 

McArthur,  John 215 

McCausland,  John 277 

McClernand,  John  A 170 

McDonald,  John 235 

McGinnis,  George  F 234 

McGinnis,  T 370 

McHenry,  John  H.,  jr 249 

McPherson,  James  B 161 
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Donelson,  Fort,  Tenn. — Continued. 

Siege  and  capture  of,  February  12-16,  1862. 

Reports  of 

Marks,  Samuel  B 189 

Marsh,  C.  C 200 

Morrison,  William  R 211 

Oglesby,  Richard  J 18.3 

Palmer,  Joseph  B 351 

Parrott,  James  C 231 

Pillow,  Gideon  J * 278, 285, 301 

Pugh,  Isaac  C 218 

Ransom,  T.  E.  G 199 

Reed,  Hugh  B 248 

Rhoads,  Frank  L 188 

Richardson,  Henry 225 

Ross,  Leonard  F 210 

Ross,  R.  R •. 397 

Ryan,  R.  B 371 

Shackelford,  J.  M 251 

Shaw,  William  T 231 

Simonton,  John  M 372 

Smith,  Francis  M 214 

Smith,  John  E 202 

Smith,  Morgan  L 233 

Stone,  George  H 226 

Taylor,  Ezra 209 

Thayer,  John  M. 252 

Tuttle,  James  M 229 

Veatch,  James  C 227 

Wallace,  Lewis 236 

Wallace,  William  H.  L 192 

Webster,  J.  D 164 

Welker,  F 225 

Wharton,  Gabriel  C 276 

Woods,  J.  J 223 

Wright,  Crafts  J 224 

Resolution  of  Confederate  Congress  creating  and  report  of  special  com- 
mittee investigating 401,402 

Surrender  of.  Terms,  etc 160,161 

Doniphan,  Mo.  Occupation  of,  Feb.  1862.  Communicat  ions  from  H.W.Halleck.  599 

Donnelly,  Edward  S.  Mentioned 226 

Doolittle,  Henry  B.  Mentioned 230 

Dorr,  J.  B.  Mentioned 224 

Doss,  W.  L. 

Mentioned 336,  347,  382, 401 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16, 1862..  344 

Dougherty,  George  T.  Mentioned 92 

Douglass,  John  M.  Mentioned 355 

Dove,  Benjamin  M.  Mentioned 436,437 

Dow,  Darius  A,  Mentioned.. 200 

Dowell,  Mr.  Mentioned 776 

Downs,  Elisha.  Mentioned 397 

Drake,  Joseph. 

Assignments  to  command 868 

Mentioned 137, 138, 149, 150, 152, 284, 359, 361, 362, 364, 366, 367, 377, 381, 868 
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Dresser,  Jasper  M. 

Mentioned 129, 171, 181  184, 187 

Eeport  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16, 1862. . 191 

Drye,  George  W.  Mentioned 100 

Ducat,  A.  C.  Mentioned 216, 217 

Duffield,  William  W.  Correspondence  with  Don  Carlos  Buell 466 

Dugan,  Private.  Mentioned 4 

Duke,  Basil  C.  Mentioned 48,703 

Duke,  Basil  W.  Correspondence  with  T.  C.  Hindman 856 

Dulaney,  J.  E.  Mentioned 109 

Dunbar,  Steamboat.  Mentioned 149, 151, 561, 858 

Duncan,  Captain.  Mentioned  118 

Duncan,  Nathaniel  B.  Mentioned 224 

Dunlap,  James.  Mentioned 126 

Dunlap,  James  E.  Mentioned 176,186 

Dunton,  Mr.  Mentioned 546 

Dusenbury , John  L.  Mentioned - 346 

Dwyer,  William  H.  Mentioned 235 

Eastern  Kentucky.  (For  operations,  etc.,  see  Kentucky,  Eastern.) 

Eastport,  C.  S.  Gunboat.  Mentioned 153-155,292,870,924 

Eastport,  Miss.  Expedition  to,  February  15-22,  1862. 

Communications  from  George  W.  Cullum 422 

Report  of  William  Gwin 421 

Eastland,  O.  R.  Mentioned..*. 380 

East  Tennessee.  (For  operations,  etc.,  see  Tennessee,  East.) 

East  Tennessee,  District  of.  (Confederate.)  Orders,  General,  series  1861: 

No.  4,  720. 

Eaton,  Berry.  Mentioned 13 

Edgar,  G.  P.  Mentioned 177, 181 

Edgar,  William  S.  Mentioned 198,214 

Edson, 

Correspondence  with  Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A 601 

Mentioned 606 

Edwards,  Cyrus  L.  Mentioned 226 

Edwards,  John.  Mentioned 559 

Eggleston,  Berotte  B.  Mentioned 118 

Elkin,  T.  B.  Mentioned 380 

Ellis,  Leslie.  Mentioned 149,  370 

Ellis,  Powhatan,  jr. 

Correspondence  with  Lloyd  Tilghman 835 

Mentioned 363,428 

Report  of  capture  of  Fort  Henry,  Tenn.,  February  6,  1862  135 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Lloyd  Tilghman.) 

Ellis,  Towson.  Mentioned 921 

Elstin,  Isaac  C.  Mentioned 234,240 

Emmet,  Dr.  Mentioned 34 

Emory,  Niley.  Mentioned 696 

Empress.  Steamboat.  Mentioned 597 

Ensign,  Edgar  T.  Mentioned 230 

Erwin,  William.  Mentioned ^ 178,197,201.242 

Essex,  U.  S.  Gunboat.  Mentioned 122, 123, 125, 141, 142,  552,  581, 598, 672 

Estell,  Captain.  Mentioned 697 

Estep,  W.  T.  Mentioned 343 

Everett,  T.  S.  Mentioned 9 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Alhin  Schoepf.)  . 
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Ewing,  Sergeant-Major.  Mentioned 99 

Fairbanks.  W.  H.  Mentioned 24G 

Falconet,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 109 

Farquharson,  Robert. 

Mentioned  346, 347, 382, 401 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn,,  February  12-16, 1862.  346 

Farris,  John  K.  Mentioned 346 

Faulkner,  Lieutenant.  [?]  Mentioned 689 

Ferguson,  James.  Mentioned  5 459 

Ferguson,  James  P.  Mentioned 277 

Ferrill,  S.  C.  Mentioned 20 

Field,  Major.  Mentioned 284 

Fife,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 475 

Filson,  Mr.  Mentioned 44 

Finley,  William  H.  Mentioned 222,224 

Finnic,  John  G.  Mentioned 830,833 

Fisher,  William.  Mentioned .• 217 

Fishing  Creek,  Ky. 

Engagement  at,  January  19,  1862.  (See  LogarCs  Cross- Eoads,  Ky.) 

Skirmishes  at,  December  8,  1861,  and  January  8,  1862.  (See  Summary  of 
Principal  Events,  p.  1.)  • 

Fitzgerald,  P.  L.  Mentioned. 401 

Fitzhugh,  Steamboat.  Mentioned  657 

Fleece,  G.  B.  Correspondence  with  A.  J.  Smith 818 

Fletcher,  Bird.  Mentioned  .....  240 

Florence,  Ala.  Expedition  to,  February  6-10,  1862. 

Communications  from 

Davis,  Jefferson 867 

Johnson,  W.  P 867 

Reports  of 

Halleck,  Henry  W 153 

Hopper,  A.  J 156 

Norman,  J.  G 157 

Phelps,  S.  L 153 

Flournoy,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 364 

Floyd,  John  B. 

Assignments  to  command.  (See  Summary  of  Principal  Events,  p.  2.) 

Correspondence  with 

Buckner,  Simon  B 859 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 255, 256, 272,  303,  865,  878,  880, 892, 894 

Pillow,  Gideon  J 292,870 

Mentioned 131, 162, 164, 254-256, 258-260, 262-266, 270, 279, 


281-291,  293-308,  310,  314,  315,  317-319,  321,  324,  327,  328,  330, 332  335, 
348,  353,  354,  360-363,  366,  369,  379,  381,  382,  384, 386-388, 390, 398, 399, 
401,  404,  409,  411,  413-416,  419,426,427,429,430,431-433,515,521,549, 
563,  580,  609,  613,  717,  722,779,781,784,792,793,796,813,820,832,840, 
841,  848,  849,  852,  853,  859,  863,  870,  878,  881, 889, 891, 905, 917, 922, 933 

Reports  of 

Donelson,  Fort,  Tenn.  Siege  and  capture  of,  February  12-16,1862..  267,270 
Nashrille,  Tenn.  Evacuation  of,  by  Confpderate  and  occupation  by 


Union  troops,  February  23-25,  1862  427 

Statement  of.  Surrender  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn 405 

Suspended  from  command 254 

Flynt,  George  E.  Mentioned 81,498 


(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  George  H,  Thomas,) 
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Foard,  A.  J.  Mentioned 921 

Fogg,  H.  M.  R.  Mentioned 109 

Fontaine,  Edward.  (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Mississippi,  Ordnance  Of- 
ficer of.) 

Foote,  Andrew  H. 

Correspondence  ■^'itli 

Grant,  U.  S 541,600,618 

Halleck,  Henry  W 120, 124, 477,  580,  591,  601, 603, 604, 644, 648, 655,  665 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 608, 644 

Mentioned 120-122, 124, 126, 130, 136, 137, 142, 144, 153, 159, 160, 

163,  167,  289,  400,  411,  437,  463,  534,537,552,572,586,591,598,600,607, 
608,  616,  625,  638,  641,  648,  655,661,  664,665,  667,672,675,682,830,943 

Proclamation  to  inhabitants  of  Clarksville,  Tenn 423 

Reports  of 

Clarksville,  Tenn.  Occupation  of,  by  Union  troops,  February  19, 1862-  422, 644 
Columbus,  Ky.  Evacuation  of,  by  Confederate  and  occupation  of,  by 

Union  troops,  March  2-3,  1862  436 

Donelsou,  Fort,  Tenn.  Siege  and  capture  of,  February  12-16,  1862 . 166 

Henry,  Fort,  Tenn.  Capture  of,  February  6,  1862 122 

Foote,  Henry  S.  Mentioned 261, 402, 409 

Foote,  W.W.  Mentioned. 390,411 

Ford,  William.  Mentioned 150 

Forrest,  Nathan  B. 

Mentioned 64, 183, 257, 270, 271, 282, 284, 285, 287, 292, 294, 297-301, 304, 

307,  322-325,  329,  332,  333,  335,  343,  361,  362,  387, 388, 429, 432, 569, 809 

Reports  of 

Casey ville,  Ky.,  etc.  Expedition  to,  November  24-December  5,  1861..  4 

Donelson,  Fort,  Tenn.  Siege  and  capture  of,  February  12-16,  1862..  383,387 

Sacramento,  Ky.  Action  at,  December  28,  1861 64 

Statements  of 

Donelsou,  Fort.  Surrender  of,  etc 295 

Nashville,  Tenn.  Evacuation  of,  by  Confederate  and  occupation  of, 

by  Union  troops,  February  23-25,  1862  429 

Forsberg,  August.  Mentioned 276,428 

For.sy til,  James  W.  Mentioned 538,556 

Foster,  Mr.  Mentioned 554 

Foster,  John  W.  Mentioned 228 

Foster,  R.  C.  Mentioned 807 

Foster,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 402, 693, 696, 769 

Fowler,  Captain.  Mentioned 149 

Fox,  Gustavus  V.  (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Navy  Department,  U.  S.)  * 

Frain,  Captain.  Mentioned .502 

Frazer,  Daniel.  Mentioned 68 

Freeman,  Henry  C.  Mentioned 69, 72, 126-128, 174, 181 

Freeman,  S.  L.  (?)  Mentioned 750 

Fremont,  John  C.  Mentioned 464,532,647,741 

French,  D.  A.  Mentioned 364 

Frequa,  John  G.  Mentioned 395 

Frierson,  Albert.  Mentioned 346 

Frost,  Daniel  M. 

Correspondence  with  Gideon  J.  Pillow 708 

Mentioned t 708,741 

Fruitt  [Trewhitt  (?)],  Captain.  Mentioned 5 

Fry,  David.  Mentioned 513 

Fry,  Henry.  Mentioned 747 
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Pry,  James  B. 

Correspondence  with  Don  Carlos  Buell 515,  C43, 651, 653 

Mentioned 446,483,526 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,,  see  Don  Carlos  Buell.) 

Fry,  Speed  S. 

Mentioned 77,  81,  84, 91, 100 

Eeport  of  engagement  at  Logan’s  Cross-Eoads,  Ky.,  Jan.  19,  1862  87 

Fry,  Thomas  W. 

Mentioned 240 

Eeport  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16,  1862.  241 

Fullerton,  Captain.  Mentioned 475 

Gallaher,  J.  N.  Mentioned 336 

Gantt,  E.  W.  Mentioned 741,808,918 

Gantt,  George.  Mentioned 137,295, 3^-d 

Garber,  M.  G.  Mentioned 98 

Gard,  B.  M.  Mentioned 187 

Gardner,  P.  H.  Mentioned 700 

Garfield,  James'A. 

Correspondence  with 

Brown,  J.  E 39 

Buell,  Don  Carlos 22,23,602,663 

Bunker,  P 36 

Cox,  Jacob  D 37 

Crauor,  Jonathan , 35, 36 

Heaton,  Jacob 37 

Hoffman,  J.  J 38 

Lindsey,  D.  W 582 

McLaughlin,  William 39 

Marshall,  C.  A 681 

Sheldon,  Lionel  A 542 

Instructions  to  subordinate  officers 35-39 

Mentioned 21, 22, 24,  45,  46, 501, 503, 581, 620,  660, 664, 678,  679, 873, 939 

Proclamation  to  citizens  of  Sandy  Valley 33 

Eeports  of  operations  in  Eastern  Ky.,  Dec.  23, 1861-Jan.  30, 1862.  25-27, 29, 30, 32-34 

Garner,  George  C.  Mentioned  921 

Garrard,  T.  T.  Mentioned 478, 486,  873 

Garrett, . Mentioned 433 

Garvin,  John  S.  Mentioned 142, 149, 152 

Gary,  Marco  B.  Mentioned 84 

Gee,  Mr.  Mentioned 67 

Gee,  James  J.  Mentioned 152 

General  Anderson,  Steamboat.  Mentioned 289, 290, 302, 415 

Gentry,  J.F.  Mentioned 5 

George,  James.  Mentioned 94 

Georgia.  Eequisition  on,  for  troops 856 

Georgia  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Arrillery — Battalions:  Johnston’s,  712. 

Cavalry — Companies  : Avdry’s,  904. 

Infantry — Battalions : Stovall’s,  712,  747,  751,  842,  862.  Regiments : 1st, 

862,  872. 

Gerard,  Louis.  Mentioned 364 

Gibbs,  O.  T.  Mentioned 919 

Gibson,  William  H.  Mentioned 18 

Giegoldt,  John  L.  Mentioned 18 

Gilbert,  C.  C.  Mentioned 927 
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Giles,  James.  Mentioned 55,(51,716 

Gillem,  Alvan  C.  Mentioned 81, 86, 443, 493, 564 

Gillespie,  J.  W.  Mentioned 750, 834 

Gilmer,  Jeremy  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Dixon,  Joseph 698, 699, 734 

Glenn,  T.  J 710 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney : 698, 710, 724, 735, 741, 748, 774, 869 

Tennessee,  Governor  of 757 

Wright,  M.  H 709 

Mentioned 75, 135, 137, 138, 141, 147, 151, 152, 265, 279, 283, 284, 288, 297, 

299,  313,  319,  320, 322-325, 329, 359, 367, 401, 411, 792, 794, 818, 861, 868 

Eeports  of 

Donelson,  Fort,  Tenn.  Siege  and  capture  of,  February  12-16,  1862..  261,265 

Henry,  Fort,  Tenn.  Capture  of,  February  6,  1862 131 

Gladiator,  Steamer.  Mentioned 837 

Glass,  Jacob.  Mentioned 16 

Glenn,  T.  J. 

Correspondence  with  Jeremy  F.  Gilmer 710 

Mentioned 700,710,735 

Goben,  Frank.  Mentioned 92 

Godbey,  Jackson.  Correspondence  with  Humphrey  Marshall 52 

Godfrey,  George  L.  Mentioned 230 

GoUaddy,  E.  J.  Mentioned 749,766,771 

Golden  Gate  [Golden  State  (?)],  Steamboat.  Mentioned 6, 462 

Gooch,  Nath.  Mentioned 355 

Goodbrake,  Christopher.  Mentioned 198 

Goodloe,  William  J.  Mentioned 88 

Goodwin,  John  W.  Correspondence  with  Daniel  Euggles 907 

Gordon,  John.  Mentioned 346 

Gordon,  Thomas  M.  Mentioned 348, 350, 351 

Gorgas,  Josiah.  Mentioned 684 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A.) 

Gould,  Captain.  Mentioned 64, 66 

Gowdy,  Jason.  Mentioned 155 

Grace,  William.  Mentioned 369 

Gradyville,  Ky.  Skirmish  at,  December  12,  1861.  (See  Summary  of  Principal 
Events,  p.  1.) 

Graham,  Felix  W.  Mentioned 480 

Graham,  S.  Mentioned 401 

Grampus,  Steamboat.  Mentioned 507 

Granbury,  H.  B.  Mentioned 374, 376 

Grannis,  Henry  J.  Mentioned 224 

Grant,  James  F.  Mentioned 357 

Grant.  U.  S. 

Assignments  to  command 614, 619, 629 

Correspondence  with 

Buckner,  Simon  B 160, 161 

Buell,  Don  Carlos 516,670 

Cook,  John 552,559 

Foote,  Andrew  H 541, 600, 618 

Halleck,  Henry  W ! 121, 170, 

442,  455,  460,  462,  464,  472,  482,  507,  510,  523,  533,  534,  537,  540,  543- 
545,  551,  557,  561,  565,  572,  575-577,  579,  581,  591,  594-596,  600,  601, 
604,  608,  609,  612,  613,  619,  625,  633,  637,  643,  662,  666,  667,  674,  677 
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Grant,  U.  S. — Continued. 

CorresiJondence  \%’ith 

Johnson,  A.  K < 555 

McClernand,  Jolin  A 541,553,560,577 

Maryland,  A.  H 609 

Marsh,  C.  C 555 

Nelson,  William 661,662 

Paine,  E.  A 541, 553, 560, 577 

Porter,  D.  D 561 

Sherman,  W.  T 638,  667 

Smith,  C.  F 541, 543, 561, 575, 57S,  638, 649 

Wallace,  Lew 618 

Mentioned 69, 70, 120, 123, 136, 140, 146, 147, 151, 160, 

167-169,  185,  192,  219,  221,  224,  225,  229,236-239,242,249,277,288,289, 
291,  294,  300,  303,  327,  328,  335,363,382,  399,400,525,539,544,561,571, 
572,  578,  580,  587,  589,  591-594,  596-599,  604,  607-696,  612, 614, 616-618, 
620,  621,  624,  625,  627,  628,  632,  633,  636, 638, 639, 648, 655,  665, 667, 668, 
670,  672,  674,  676,  677,  679,  680,  682,  683, 847,  929, 937, 939, 940,  942, 944 

Order.  Attack  on  Fort  Henry,  Teun 125 

Orders,  congratulatory.  Siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn 629 

Peports  of 

Clarksville,  Tenn.  Occupation  of,  by  Union  forces,  February  19, 1862.  423 

Donelson,  Fort,  Tenn.  Siege  and  capture  of,  February;  12-16,  1862 159 

Henry,  Fort,  Teun.  Capture  of,  February  6,  1862 124 

Graves,  Captain.  Mentioned 780 

Graves,  Rice  B.  Mentioned 284, 293, 332, 336, 340,  344,  347-349,  368 

Greathouse,  Harman.  Mentioned 192 

Gregg,  John. 

Mentioned 331, 336, 362, 372-374, 379, 401 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16,  1862..  376 

Gregory,  Benjamin  M.  Mentioned 92 

Green,  Judge.  Mentioned 487 

Green,  Captain.  Mentioned 284 

Greene,  Oliver  D.  Mentioned 657 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Don  Carlos  Buell.) 

Greensburg,  Ky.  Operations  near,  January  28-February  2,  1862.  Reports  of 

Morgan,  John  H 116 

Smith,  T.  C.  H 117 

Greenwood,  Charles.  Mentioned 81 

Grider’s  Ferry,  Cumberland  River,  Ky.  Skirmish  at,  December  28,  1861. 

(See  Summarii  of  Principal  Events,  p.  1.) 

Grier,  David  P.  Mentioned 235 

Griffith,  S.  H.  Correspondence  with  Humphrey  Marshall 52 

Groner,  V.  D.  Mentioned 827 

Gumbart,  George  C.  Mentioned 126, 129, 176, 181, 183-186 

Guthrie,  James.  Mentioned 740 

Guy,  J.  H.  Mentioned 364 

Guy,  W.  W.  Mentioned 830 

Gwin,  William. 

Mentioned 153-156,  619 

Report  of  expedition  to  Eastport,  Miss.,  February  15-22,  1862 421 

Gwinn,  Mr.  Mentioned T 363 

Haggard,  D.  R. 

Correspondence  with  J.  T.  Boyle i 1 497 

Mentioned 1 494, 495, 497 
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Hale,  J.  Tyler.  Mentioned 217 

Hall,  Captain.  Mentioned 542,545,550 

Hallam,  F.  C.  Mentioned 14‘J 

Halleck,  Henry  W. 

Assignments  to  command 439 

Co-operation  with  Buell.  Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 527 

547,584, 587, 591, 593, 608, 612, 614, 617, 620, 640, 660, 661, 664, 678 

Buell,  Don  Carlos 526, 528, 532, 

535,574,  583-585,  587-589,  592-594,  597,  600,  607^609,  610,  612,  619- 
623,  627,  630,  632,  639,  640,  650,  656-658,  675,  679,  680,  931,936-940 

Grant,  U.  S 516,612 

Halleck,  Henry  W 526, 527, 532, 533, 

535, 539,  543, 544, 576, 583, 586-589,  592-597,  605,  607,  608,  617, 621,  622, 
624,  627, 628, 631, 632,  635-637, 642, 643, 655,  658, 661, 671, 676,  682, 938 

Lincoln,  Abraham 524,526,533,535,624 

Nelson,  William 651 

War  Department,  U.  S 635, 652, 656, 937, 941 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 120,545,683,929 

Army  Headquarters  489, 527, 539, 543, 547, 554,  561,  571, 572, 583, 584, 

588, 587, 590, 591, 594, 595,  .599, 612,  614, 616, 617, 624,  625, 627, 628, 631, 
636,  637, 640, 641,  644-647, 661, 664,  671,  678-680,  682, 683, 930, 933, 937 

Baker,  N.  B 635 

Buell,  Don  Carlos 527, 528, 530,  533, 543, 553, 573, 574,  576, 578, 580, 

583,  584,  588,  589,  592,  593,  597,  600,  605, 607-609, 621, 622,  630, 632, 634, 
635,  639,  642,  643,  650,  657,  658,  668,  671,  675, 676,  680, 682, 9.36-938,  940 

Cullum,  George  W 596-598,600,603, 

604,  609,  614,  628,  633,  636,  641,  648,  661,  667,  668,674-677,937,940,942 

Foote,  A.  H 120,  124,  477, 580, 591, 601, 603, 604, 644, 648, 655)  665 

Grant,  U.  S 121, 

170,  442,  455,  460,  462,  464,  472,  482,  507,  510,  523,  533,  534,  537,  540, 
543-545,  551,  557,  561,  565,  572,  575-577,  579,581,591,594-596,600,  601, 
604,  608,  609,  612,  613,  619,  625,  633,  637,  643,  662,  666,  667,  674,  677 

Hunter,  David 636 

Lincoln,  Abrnham 524,  526, 532, 535, 624, 926, 929 

Nelson,  William 654 

Paine,  E.  A 649 

Phelps,  S.  L 648 

Sherman,  W.  T 618, 629,  6.37, 655, 665, 666, 670, 677, 682 

Smith,  C.  F 444, 445,  448, 461, 463, 517, 527, 584,  930 

Stuart,  D 665 

War  Department,  U.  S 585, 

594,  604,  607, 635,  637, 642, 643, 648,  652, 655,  660, 941 

Wjiittlesey,  Charles - 440 

Mentioned 124,  291, 423, 436, 444, 445,  458, 464, 489, 520, 531, 532, 533, 535, 

543,  547,  561,  573,  575,  584,  585,587,589,593,594,596,608,610,612,  614, 
619,  620,  622,  627,  638-640,  642,  643,  645,646,648,650,651,656-658,660, 
662,  664  , 666,  667,  677-680,  682,  707,  741,  897,  925, 929,  933, 938, 939,  945 

Orders,  congratulatory.  (Forts  Henry  and  Donelson.) 638 

Eeports  of 

Florence,  Ala.  Expedition  to,  February  6-10,  1862 153 

Henry,  Fort,  Tenn.  CaiJture  of,  February  6,  1862 120 

Ham,  Cornelius  C.  Mentioned 99 

Hambrick,  J.  M.  Mentioned 5 
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Hamilton,  A.  S.  Mentioned 372-374 

Hamilton,  James.  Mentioned 222 

Hamilton,  James  H.  Mentioned  92 

Hamilton,  Schuyler.  Mentioned 943 

Hampton,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 64,66 

Hann,  A.  C.  Mentioned 754,759 

Hanna,  John  L.  Mentioned 234 

Hanna,  J oseph  M.  Mentioned 189 

Hanson,  Roger  W. 

Mentioned 245, 330, 332, 333, 336, 340, 347-350, 352, 354, 401 

Eeport  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16,  1862,  342 

Hardcastle^  A.  B.  Mentioned 689 

Hardee,  William  J.  . 

Assignments  to  command 734,737 

Correspondence  with 

Buckner,  Simon  B 758 

Clark,  Charles 836 

Davis,  Jefiferson 890 

Helm,  B.  H 830 

Hindman,  T.  C 700,761 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 758,773,782,814,840,881 

Morgan,  John  H * 434 

Pillow,  Gideon  J 841 

Ravesies,  Paul 696 

Mentioned 13, 131, 261, 404, 412, 413, 418, 

432,  434,  444,  445,  448,  463,  563,  706,  734,737,758,761,762,781,782,784, 
793,  813,  814,  832,  844,  852,  861,  863,  864,  882,887,895,904,911,922,936 
Orders,  congratulatory.  Action  at  Rowlett’s  Station,  Green  River,  Ky. 

(Woodsonville),  December  17,  1861 20 

Statf.  Announcements  of 737 

Harding,  Edward.  Mentioned 192 

Harding,  R.  R.  Mentioned ! 212,213 

Harding,  W.  G.  Mentioned 430,  431, 748,  749 

Harlan,  John  M. 

Mentioned 85 

Report  of  engagement  at  Logan’s  Cross-Roads,  Ky.,  Jan.  19, 1862  88 

Harlan,  Wellington.  Mentioned 88 

Harned,  J.  B.  Mentioned 562 

Harper,  W.  C.  Mentioned  230 

Harper,  W.  L.  Mentioned 784 

Harries,  George  H. 

Mentioned 94 

Report  of  engagement  at  Logan’s  Cross-Roads,  Ky.,  Jan.  19,  1862 95 

Harris,  Harry  B.  Mentioned 235 

Harris,  Isham  G.  Mentioned 563, 690, 694, 718, 724,  ^36, 739, 741, 

748,  749,  769,  779,  794,  808,  822,  827,  828,  8.34,836,896,899,900,906,935 
(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Tennessee,  Governor  of.) 

Harris,  James  T.  Mentioned 935,936 

Harris,  Leonard  A.  Mentioned 631 

Harris,  S.  D.  Mentioned 341 

Harrison,  Dabney  C.  Mentioned 277 

Harrison,  James  B.  Mentioned 250 

Harrison,  I.  F. 

Correspondence  with  Wirt  Adams 703 

Report  of  scout  in  vicinity  of  Russellville,  Ky.,  Decepiber  5-8,  1861  13 
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Harrison.  Thomas.  Mentioned 781 

Harrison,  T.  H.  Mentioned 380 

Harrison,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned 18 

Hart,  David  B.  Mentioned 92 

Harvey,  William  H.  Mentioned 189 

Hascall,  Milo  S.  Mentioned 461 

Haskins,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 277 

Hastings,  Steamboat.  Mentioned 665 

Hatch,  Reuben  B.  Mentioned 515, 546 

Hanger,  Joseph.  Mentioned 174,184 

Hawes,  R. 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Generahs  Office,  C.  S.  A 815 

Mentioned 53, 54, 879 

Hawkins,  Hiram.  Mentioned 723 

Hayden,  Charles.  Mentioned 136,143,145,147,152,698,699 

Haynes,  Landon  C. 

Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 849 

Mentioned 779 

Haynes,  Milton  A. 

Mentioned 151, 152, 832, 833 

Reports  of 

Donelson,  Fort,  Tenn.  Siege  and  capture  of,  February  12-16,  1862  ...  388 

Henry,  Fort,  Tenn.  Capture  of,  February  6,  1862 145 

Statement  of.  Surrender  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn 409 

Haynes,  W.  H. 

Mentioned 284, 287, 292, 298, 299,  307 

* Statement  of.  Surrender  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn 297 

Haynie,  Isham  N. 

Meutioned 172, 173, 181, 192, 193, 197, 212, 214 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  Feb.  12-16,  1862. ..  203,205 

Hays,  S.  K.  Meutioned 536, 8.39 

Hazen,  W.  B.  Mentioned 529,654 

H.  D.  Mears,  Steamboat.  Mentioned 920 

Head,  John  W. 

Assignments  to  command 868 

Correspondence  with  Lloyd  Tilghman 834 

Mentioned 138, 151, 347, 364,  366, 367, 388, 391, 392, 396, 835, 836, 868 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16,  1862..  377 

Heath,  William  H.  Mentioned 126 

Heaton,  Jacob.  Correspondence  with  James  A.  Garfield 37 

Hefferman,  Captain.  Mentioned 149 

Heiman,  Fort,  Ky.  Skirmish  near,  February  13, 1862.  Report  of  J.  H.  Miller. . 416 

Heiman,  A. 

Assignments  to  command 868 

Correspondence  with  Leonidas  Polk 831 

Mentioned 133, 135, 137, 138, 141, 144, 147,  267, 279, 282, 286,  315 

-318,330,332,336,337,  347,  358,360,  363,  364,  370,  377,  401,  723,858,  868 

Reports  of 

Donelson,  Fort,  Tenn.  Siege  and  capture  of,  February  12-16,  1862 366 

Henry,  Fort,  Tenn.  Capture  of,  February  6,  1862  148 

Helm,  B.  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Buckner,  Simon  B 838 

Hardee*,  William  J 830 

Mentioned 793 


976 


INDEX. 


Page. 

Helveti,  Francis  W.  Mentioned 9,11,500,514 

Henderson, . Correspoudence  with  Leonidas  Polk • 920 

Henderson,  Augustus  F.  Mentioned 277 

Henderson,  Ja.nes  M.  Mentioned 926 

Henderson,  John  B.  Mentioned 540 

Henry,  Fort,  Tenn. 

Capture  of,  February  6,  1862. 

Communications  from 

Foote,  Andrew  H 120 

Grant,  U.  S 121 

Halleck,  Henry  W 120,121,124 

Orders.  (Grant  and  Halleck) 125, 638 

Reports  of 

Ellis,  Powhatan,  jr 135 

Foote,  Andrew  H 122 

Gilmer,  Jeremy  F 131 

Grant,  U.S 124 

Halleck,  Henry  W 120 

Haynes,  Milton  A 145 

Heiman,  A 148 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 130 

McClernand,  John  A 126 

Polk,  Leonidas 135 

Tilghman,  Llo^^d 136, 144 

Resolution  of  Confederate  Congress  creating  and  report  of  special  com- 
mittee investigating 401,402 

Confederate  troops  at.  Organization,  strength,  etc * 843 

Demonstration  (gunboat)  on,  January  17-22,  1862.  (See  Summary  of  Prin- 
cipnl  Events,  p.  1.) 

Reconnaissances  to 

January  15-25,  1862  (land). 

Itinerary  of  march  of  the  First  and  Second  Brigades,  U.  S.  forces..  73 
Reports  of 

Smith,  Charles  F 72,73 

Tilghman,  Lloyd 74,75 

February  4, 1832  (gunboat).  (See  Summary  of  Principal  Eveyits,  p.  1.) 

Henry,  Lieutenant- Colonel.  Mentioned 614 

Henry,  Gus.  A.,  jr. 

Mentioned 248, 292, 297, 299,  307 

Statement  of.  Surrender  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn : 296 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Gideon  J.  Pillow.) 

Henry,  R.  W.  Mentioned 374,375 

Henry,  Thomas.  Mentioned 209 

Henshaw,  Jacob  M.  Mentioned 747 

Hewitt,  Henry  S.  Mentioned 73,241 

Higginbottom,  Jefferson.  Mentioned 879 

Hill,  A.  P.  Mentioned 918 

Hill,  Franklin  S.  Mentioned 89 

Hill,  William.  Mentioned .' 236 

Hill,  William  B.  Mentioned 376 

Hillman,  Steamboat.  Mentioned 292,870 

Hillman  & Bro.  Mentioned 818 

Hillyer,  Giles  M. 

Correspondence  with  A.  Sidney  Johnston 874 

Mentioned 110 
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Hillyer,  William  S.  Mentioned 160,515 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  U.  S.  Grant:) 

Hindman,  Thomas  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Duke,  Basil  W 856 

Hardee,  William  J 700,761 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 705,845 

Mentioned 15, 20, 21, 261, 413, 491, 493, 495,  497, 498, 

544,  610,  615,  737,  758,  759,  769,  781,782,793,802,  844,852,904,  911,935 

Reports  of 

Brownsville,  Ky.  Skirmish  at,  November  20,  1861 2 

Rowlett’s  Station,  Green  River,  Ky.  (Woodsonville).  Action  at,  De- 
cember 17,  1861 19 

Hines,  Thomas.  Mentioned 226 

Hinson,  Captain.  Mentioned 325 

Hitchcock,  B.  A.  Mentioned 587, 594, 595, 598, 599, 614, 628, 638, 930 

Hobson,  Edward  H. 

Correspondence  with  Don  Carlos  Buell 466 

Mentioned 118, 493, 761 

’ Hoffman,  J.  J.  Correspondence  with  James  A.  Garfield. 38 

Hogg,  Harvey.  Mentioned 666,682 

Holland,  Jackson  C.  Mentioned • 875 

Hollins,  George  N.  Mentioned 455,692,731 

Hollister,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 325 

Holmes,  William  F.  Mentioned » 230 

Holt,  Fort,  Ky.  Demonstration  on,  by  gunboats,  December  1,  1861.  Report 

of  John  Cook 6 

Holt,  Joseph.  Mentioned 599 

Hope,  Michael  B.  Mentioned 88 

Hopper,  A.  J.  Report  of  expedition  to  Florence,  Ala.,  February  6-10,  lfe62. 156 

Horton,  W.  H.  Mentioned 143 

Hoskins,  William  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Schoepf,  Albin 506 

Thomas,  George  H 453, 456, 459 

Mentioned 452, 456, 459, 506 

Report  of  engagement  at  Logan’s  Cross-Roads,  on  Fishing  Creek,  Ky.,  Jan- 
uary 19,  1862 1 98 

Houston,  Captain.  Mentioned 148 

Howard,  Montgomery.  Mentioned 99' 

Howell,  Joseph  G.  Mentioned 189' 

H*:bbard,  Captain.  Mentioned 139,148 

Huey,  J.  K.  Mentioned 295 

Hughes,  A.  A.  Mentioned 137 

Humphreys,  West  H.  Mentioned 720;744 

Hunter,  David. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  W.  Halleck 636 

Mentioned 595,632,636- 

Hunt,  John  W.  Mentioned 92' 

Hunt,  Oliver  G.  Mentioned 198' 

Hunt,  P.  B.  Mentioned 86,88- 

Hunt,  W.  M.  Mentioned : 749' 
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Hunt,  William  R. 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 795 


Mentioned 770, 815, 919 

Huntington,  John  G.  Mentioned 230 

Hunton,  K.  A.  Mentioned *. 81 

Hurlbut,  S.  A. 

Assignments  to  command ^ C50 

Mentioned 594, 634, 650, 655 

Illinois.  Military  departments  embracing 439 

Illinois  Troops.  Mentioned. 


Artillery  -Regiments : 1st,  A,  6,  169, 179, 196, 210, 237-241, 252, 253, 626, 649  ; 
B,  126, 168, 170, 172, 173, 175, 177, 179, 180, 182, 185, 188, 191-196, 199, 205, 208, 
209, 211, 214, 215, 243, 525, 578, 649 ; C,  525 ; D,  7, 126, 168, 170, 172, 173, 175- 
178,  180,  182,  192-195,  197,  202,  208,  209,  212,  225,  578,  749 ; G,  525 ; 2d,  D 
(Dmser),  68, 71, 126, 167, 170-173, 175,  177,  179,  182-184,  188,  191-193,  196, 
578,  649 ; E,  68, 70, 71, 126,  167,  170-177,  182-184, 186, 188, 191, 193, 194,  214, 
374,  525,  578,  649 ; F,  525. 

Cavalry — Companies : Carmichael’s,  68,  126,  167,  170,  176,  183,  578,  649 ; 
Dollins’,  68,  69,  126,  167,  170,  176,  183,  578,  649 ; O’Harnett’s,  68,  126, 
167,  170,  176,  183,  578,  649 ; Stewart’s,  68,  69,  126,  129,  167,  170,  176,  183, 
578;  Thielemann’s,  67,  464.  Regiments : 1st,  578  ; 2d,  7,  67,  167, 172,  174, 

176,  183,  185,  188,  436,  464,  525,  649,  682;  4th,  68-70,  126-129,  168,  170, 
172,  174, 176,  185,  192,  193,  195-197,  199,  245,  525,  577,  578,  649,  650 : 6th, 
6,  525  ; 7th,  525,  578. 

Infantry— /?e^//wenfs:  7th,  69,  168,  219-222,  525,  649;  8th,  126, 167, 170, 171, 
175-177,  182-190,  525,  578,  649r;  9th,  168,  174-176,  185,  186,  215-218,  649; 
10th,  68,  70,  71,  525,  578;  11th,  126,  168,  170,  175,  177,178,  182,  187,  192, 
193, 195-197,  199-201, 205, 206, 210, 233,  525, 578, 649 ; 12th,  168, 174-176, 185, 
215-218, 649;  14th,  15th,  650;  16th,  578;  17th,  168, 170, 172, 175, 177, 182, 

193- 197,  203-206,  210-215,  238,  368,  525,  577,  601,  649 ; 18th,  68,  71,  126, 
129, 167,  170, 171, 174-176, 182-191,  525,  578,  649,  678 ; 19th,  460, 810;  20th, 
70,  126,  168,  170,  175,  177, 178,  182, 192,  193,  195-197,  199-202,  205, 206, 233, 
525,  555,  556,  578,  649;  22d,  462,  .525,  .578  ; 24th,  460,  810  ; 27th,  68,  436, 
437,  525,  578,  682;  2Sth,  7,  525, 650 ; 29th,  68, 70, 71, 126, 167, 170, 171, 175- 

177,  182-186,  525,  578,  649 ; 30th,  68,  126,  167,  170,  171,  175-177,  182-186, 
525, 578, 649 ; 31st,  68, 71,  126,  167, 170, 171, 175, 177, 182-185, 187,  196,  199, 

200,  248,  250,  525,  578,  649;  32d,  169,  214,  238,  252,  576,  578,594,597,605, 
650;  34th,  460,810;  41st,  W,  174-176,  185,  186,  .215-219,  650;  42d,  436, 
654,  682;  43d,  585,  601,  649;  45th,  126,  168,  170,  173, 175, 177, 178, 182,  192, 

194- 197,  202,  203,  205,  206,  208,  507,  578,649;  46th,  169,  180,236,238,240, 
252,650,654;  47th,  238;  48th,  68,126,  168,  170,  172,175,177,182,192-197, 

201,  203-207, 212-214,  368,  .525, 578,  650,  678 ; 49th,  168, 170, 172, 175, 177, 182, 
193-196,  202-206,  211-214,  238,368,  576,  578,  594,  601,649;  50th,  168,  219, 
221, 223, 649 ; 51st,  538 ; 52d,  575, 649, 678 ; 55th,  436, 437, 682 ; 57th,  169, 
23*6, 240, 252,  594, 649;  5Sth,  169,236,238,252,253,649. 

Indiana  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery — Batteries  {Independent)  : 4th,  501;  6th,  467, 653;  8th,  10th,  654. 
Cavalry — Regiments : 3d,  467,479,480,654. 

Infahtry— /?e^//ne/7ts ; 6th,  460, 810 ; 10th,  77, 79, 80, 82-86, 90, 100,  101,  106, 
460, 461,  479,  502, 810, 845  ; 11th,  67, 169, 179, 233,  234, 238-241 , 245, 247,  (550 ; 
15th,  461,810;  17th,  461,810;  23d,  67,650;  24th,  650;  25th,  168,  227- 
229,  231,  576,  578,  .594,  601,  650;  29th,  460,  810;,  30th,  460,  810;  31st, 
169,  175,  178,  236,  237,  240,  241,243-247,249,250,4^,650,810;  32d,  15^19, 
460,  501,  810  ; 33d,  4(50,  461,  474, 478, 479, 484, 810, 926 ; 34th,  460, 651, 654, 
662,810;  35th,  810;  36th,  460,651,  654;  37th,  38th,  39th,  460,810; 
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Indiana  Troops.  Mentioned — Continued. 

Infantry — Regiments:  40th,  538;  41st,  810;  42d,  447,  4C1,  810;  43d,  447, 

461,  651,654,  810;  44th,  169,  175,  178,  236,  240,  241,  243-245,  248-250,  461, 
650,810;  46th,  529,651,654,662,810;  47th,  529, 651,  654, 810;  48th,  597, 
598,614;  49th,  539, 560, 810;  50th,  810;  51st,  810;  52d,  168, 220, 221, 228, 
601,605,650;  57th,  58th,  538. 

Ingram,  Rufus.  Mentioned 487 

Iowa.  Military  departments  embracing 439 

Iowa  Troops.  Mentioned. 

CsiYSilvj— Regiments : 5th,  601,626,650. 

Infantry— /?e^//77e/7fs : 2d,  168, 228-230,  597,  606,  635,  649  ; 7th,  168,  219,  220, 
231,605,649;  10th,  525,578;  12th,  219,  221,  224,233,649;  14th,  168,231, 

232, 585, 601, 649. 

Jackson,  Dr.  Mentioned 925 

Jackson,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 875,876 

Jackson,  James  S.  Mentioned 62, 63,  570, 651, 653, 802 

Jackson,  John  K. 

Assignments  to  command 907 

Mentioned 907 

Jackson,  T.  K.  Mentioned 690,796,821 

James,  Mr.  Mentioned 434 

Jameson,  A.  A.  Mentioned 235 

January,  Steamboat.  Mentioned 677 

J.  D.  Perry,  Steamboat.  Mentioned 465 

Jeancon,  John  A.  Mentioned 17,18 

Jeffries,  W.  C.  Mentioned 879, 885 

Jenkins,  A.  G.  Mentioned 37 

Jenney,  William  L.  B.  Mentioned 164 

Jennie’s  Creek,  Ky.  Skirmish  at,  January  7,  1862.  (See  Kentucky.  Oi^era- 
tions  in  Eastern^  December  23,  ISQl-January  30,  1862. ) 

Jennings,  Mr.  Mentioned 775 

Jennings,  Major.  Mentioned 599 

Jennings,  N.  R.  Mentioned 850 

J ennison,  Charles  R.  Mentioned 532 

Jett,  Erwin  P.  Mentioned 346 

Johnson,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 391 

Johnson,  Private.  Mentioned 401 

Johnson,  Amory  K. 

Correspondence  with  U.  S.  Grant 555 

Mentioned 555 

Johnson,  Andrew. 

Correspondence  with  Don  Carlos  Buell 480, 483 

Mentioned 444, 745,  803, 926, 928 

Johnson,  Bushrod  R. 

Assignments  to  command 868 

(See  also  Summary  of  Principal  Events,  p.  2.) 

Correspondence  with  Simon  B.  Buckner 289, 303 

Mentioned- 162, 

255,  257,  263,  268,  276,  279,  285,  286,288,289,291,303,304,307,310,322 
323,  325,  332,  340,  342,  364,  366,370,381,385,609,613,625,  718,  843,86'^ 
Reports  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  Feb.  12-16,  1862..  .358, 365 

Johnson,  Cave.  Mentioned 422,423,644 

Johnson,  Charles  F.  Mentioned 336, 811 

Johnson,  D.  W.  Mentioned ^ 66 

Johnson,  Edward  S.  Mentioned 222 
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. Johnson,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson .• 801 

Polk,  Leonidas 819 

War  Department,  C.  S 857 

Mentioned 46,796 

Johnson,  Lewis.  Corresimndence  with  George  H.  Thomas 502 

Johnson,  Richard  W. 

Mentioned 460, 496, 802 

Eeport  of  action  at  EowletPs  Station,  Ky.,  December  17,  1861 19 

Johnson,  William  A.  Mentioned 235 

Johnson,  W.  P.  Correspondence  with  Leonidas  Polk 867 

Johnssen,  Lewis.  Mentioned 92 


Johnston,  A.  Sidney. 

Assumes  command  of  the  Army  of  Central  Kentucky 905 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraPs  Office,  C.  S.  A 705, 844 

Alabama,  Governor  of 687,733,762 

Beauregard,  G.  T 896 

Bowen,  John  S 887 

Bpeckiuridge,  John  C 698,707 

Buckner,  D.  P 886 

Buckner,  S.  B 740,811,867 

Carroll,  William  H 825 

Clarksville,  Teiin.,  Commanding  Officer.  (Confederate) 881 

Crittenden,  George  B . 706, 855, 860, 882, 889 

Davis,  Jefferson 257,258,905 

Floyd,  John  B 255, 256, 272, 303, 865, 878, 880, 892, 894 

Gilmer,  Jeremy  F 698, 7 10, 724, 735,  741, 748, 774, 869 

Hilly er,  Giles  M 874 

Hindman,  T.  C 705, 845 

HaPdee,  William  J ’ 758, 773, 782, 814, 840, 881 

Lovell,  Mansfield 693,846,878 

Marshall, 882 

Marshall,  Humphrey 715,754,767 

Mississippi,  Governor  of 687, 710, 732, 788, 823, 851 

Monsarrat,  G.  H 851 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A 849 

Pillow,  Gideon  J 301, 691, 708, 758, 797, 870, 880 

Polk,  Leonidas 689,692,705,738,752,773, 

774,  790,  801,808,  8.22,  825,  829,  831,  835,  837,  839,847,861,864,880,923 

Euggles,  Daniel 891 

Smith,  A.  J i 727 

Smith,  W.  E 838 

Statham,  W.  S 828 

Stevenson,  V.  K 831 

Tennessee,  Governor  of 779, 794, 811, 845, 883 

Tilghmau,  Lloyd 719,723,833,858 

Walker,  L.P 887 

War  Department,  C.  S 255, 

256,  707,  718,  745,  769,  779,  781,  783,  792,  796,  807,  809,  820,  824,  826, 
827,  839,  850,  862,  863,  867,  878,  879,  883,  886,  890,  898,  911,  917,  922 

Wright,  M.  H 684,785,837,838,847 

Zolli coffer,  F.  K 686,  690, 697, 706, 715, 725, 734, 753, 772, 786,  797 
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Johnston,  A.  Sidney — Continued. 

Mentioned 12, 43, 131, 254, 258,  265, 270, 271, 272, 275, 278, 

285, 293,  301-305,  307,  310,  312,  319,  324,  328,  334, 358,  366, 379, 387,  388, 
401,  403-406,  410,  412-414,  427-432,  528,  547,563,  647-649,  661,662,  668, 
670,  675„678,  680,  682,  684,  689,  692, 698,  699, 706, 715, 724, 730, 731, 734, 
735,  738,  740,  754,  7557758,  762,  764, 766, 767, 769, 770,  772-774',  782, 798, 
813,  814,  818,  823,  828,  829,  832,  834,835,838-840,857,859-862,868-872, 
874,  880,  882,  887-891,  695,  896,  899,  900,  905,  906,  908,921,922^936,945 

Reports  of 

Bowling  Green,  Ky.^  Evacuation  of,  by  Confederate  and  occupation 


of,  by  Union  forces,  February  14-15,  1862 418 

Donelson,  Fort,  Tenn.  Siege  and  capture  of,  February  12-16,  1862 418 

Henry,  Fort,  Tenn.  Capture  of,  February  6,  1862 130 

Logan’s  Cross-Roads,  Ky.  Engagement  at,  January  19,  1862 102 

Nashville,  Tenn.  Evacuation  of,  by  Confederate  and  occupation  of, 

by  Union  forces,  February  23-25,  1862 426 

Johnston,  Joseph  E.  Mentioned 325,  918 

Johnston,  L.  V.  Mentioned 1 921 

Johnston,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned 375 

Johnston,  T.  N.  Mentioned 854 

Jones,  Calvin.  Mentioned 356 

Jones,  David  C.  Mentioned 217 

Jones,  B.  S.  Mentioned 126,176,181 

Jones,  G.  R.  G.  Mentioned 143, 152 

Jones,  H.  L.  Mentioned 136, 143 

Jones,  James  G.  Mentioned 558,589,654 

Jones,  John.  Mentioned 143 

Jones,  J.  Wyatt.  Mentioned 284, 287, 297, 299, 836,  868 

Jones,  S.  B.  Mentioned 81 

Jones,  Warren  C.  Mentioned 232 

Jo”es,  William,  Captain.  Mentioned 30 

Jones,  William,  Sergeant-Major;  Mentioned 228 

Jordan,  Thomas.  Mentioned 376,920 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  G.  T.  Beauregard.) 

Jordan,  W,  J.  Correspondence  with  Humphrey  Marshall 52 

Joseph,  Charles.  Mentioned 94 

Jouett,  Matthew  H.  Mentioned 62 

Joyce,  Thomas.  Mentioned : 226 

Kammerling,  Gustave.  Mentioned 77, 80,94--96 

Keenon,  John  G.  Mentioned 241 

Keith,  William.  Mentioned 250 

Kelly,  D.  C.  Mentioned 5,64^6,384,386 

Kelton,  John  C.  (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Henry  W.  Halleck.) 

Kenedy,  J.  H.  Mentioned  374 

Kennard,  J.  L.  [?]  Mentioned 428 

Kennedy,  S.  M.  Mentioned 813 

Kenny,  Dennis.  Report  of  engagement  at  Logan’s  Cross-Roads,  on  Fishing 

Creek,  Ky.,  January  19,  1862  101 

Kentucky. 

Admitted  as  a member  of  the  Confederate  States 752 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communicatious  from 

Bragg,  Braxton 882 

Hawes,  R 815 

Johnson,  George  W 801 
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Kentucky — Continued. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 


Jol^nston,  A.  Sidney 754 

Marshall,  Humphrey 702, 715, 722, 729, 755, 767, 866, 872, 879, 883, 892, 898 

Preston,  W 801 


(See  also 

Department  of  Ohio  ( Union).  Affairs  in,  generally. 

Mississippi  Valley.  Affairs  in,  generally. 

Western  Department  {Confederate).  Affairs  in,  genet'ally.) 

Council  of  War  at  Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  February  7,  1862  861 

Crittenden,  George  B.,  assigned  to  command  in  Southeastern 764 

Expedition  into,  from  Cairo,  111.,  January  10-21,  1862.  Eeport  of  John  A. 

McOlernand 68 

Military  departments  embracing 439 

Operations  in 

Central.  Communications  from 


Adjutant -GenemPs  Office,  U.  S.  A 527 

Army  Headquarters 586, 614, 617, 620, 626-628 

Beauregard,  G.  T 861 

Boyle,  J.  T 502 

Breckinridge,  John  C 707 

Buckner,  Simon  B 714, 732, 740, 758, 811, 859, 864 

Buell,  Don  Carlos 466, 467, 480, 496, 501, 521, 528, 

543,  557,  569,  581,  585,  606,  609,  611,  615, 616, 619-623, 627, 631, 938, 939 

Crittenden,  T.  L 447, 449, 558, 564, 569, 570, 589 

Duke,  B.  W 856 

Fleece,  G.B 818 

Fry,  James  B 515 

Halleck,  Henry  W 530,599,617 

Hardee,  William  J 758, 836, 881 

Harrison,  I.  F 703 

Helm,  B.  H 830, 838 

Hindman,  T.  C 700, 705, 761 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 698,762, 

769,  773,  779,  781,  782,  790,791,  801,  809,  814,82.5,840,844,846,879,881 

McCook,  Alexander  McD 491, 501, 522, 544, 549, 557, 563, 627 

Marshall, 882 

Mitchel,  O.  M 556, 610, 615, 631 

Morgan,  John  H 724 

Polk,  Leonidas 790 

Eavesies,  Paul 696 

Smith,  C.  F 517 

War  Department,  C.  S 779, 796 

War  Department,  U.  S 941 

Wells,  William  A 739 

Wood,  Thomas  J 615 


(See  also 

Bacon  Creek  Bridge,  Ky.  Expedition  to,  and  destruction  of,  Decemher 
4-7,  1861. 

Botvling  Green,  Ky.  Evacuation  of,  hy  Confederate  and  occupa- 
tion of,  hy  Union  forces,  Echruary  14-15,  1862. 

Bnoivnsville,  Ky.  Skirmish  at,  November  20,  1861. 

Gradyville,  Ky.  Skirmish  at,  Decemher  12,  1861. 

Greensburg,  Ky.  Operations  near,  January  28~February  2,  1862. 
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Kentucky — Continued.  - 
Operations  in 
Central. 

(See  also 

Lebanon,  Ky.  Operations  near,  January  28-February  2,  1862. 

Eoivlett’s  Station  ( Woodsonville),  Green  Biver,  Ky.  Action  aty 
December  17,  1861. 

Bussellviile,  Ky.  Scout  in  vicinity  of,  December  5-8,  1861. 

Sacramento,  Ky.  Action  at,  December  28,  1861. 

Wliippoorivill  Creek,  Ky.  Skirmish  at,  December  1,  1861.) 

Eastern. 

Communications  from 

Adjutant-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 501 

Buell,  Don  Carlos 466, 489, 501 

Garfield,  James  A 542, 582, 602, 663, 681 

Moore,  L.  T 485 

Thomas,  George  H 581 

Thompson,  John  B 886, 893 

Williams,  John  S 885, 893 

December  23,  1861- January  30,  1862. 

Communications  from 

Adjutant-General’s  Office,  U.  S.  A 24 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 57,58 

Buell,  Don  Carlos 22, 23 

Garfield,  James  A 35-39 

Officers  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Virginia 52 

Events.  Summary  of  Principal 21 

Orders,  congratulatory.  (Buell.) 24 

Eeports  of 

Buell,  Don  Carlos 21 

Garfield,  James  A 25-27,29,30,32-34 

Marshall,  Humphrey 40, 42, 45, 46, 53, 55,  58 

Moore,  A.  C 61 

(See  also 

Jennie's  Creek,  Ky.  Skirmish,  January  7,  1862.  * 

Little  Sandy,  Ky.  Expedition  to,  January  24-30,  1862. 

Middle  Creek,  near  Prestonburg,  Ky.  Engagement  at,  January 
10, 1862. 

Piketon,  Ky.  Expedition  to,  January  24-30,  1862. ) 

Southeastern.  Communications  from 

Boyle,  J.  T . . - . 455, 487, 489, 490, 492-495, 497, 498, 502, 504, 505,  508, 535, 927 

Bramlette,  Thomas  E 441,  452, 459,  513,  517,  519, 530 

Breckenridge,  Robert  J 562 

Bryan,  George 490 

Buckner,  Simon  B 867 

Buell,  Don  Carlos ....  439, 445,  452,  458, 459, 465, 478, 483-485,  491, 496, 500, 
519,  522,  549,  556,  558,  560,  562,  566-568,576,580,589,597,623,930,939 
Carter,  S.  P . . 439, 440, 445, 446, 448, 454, 456, 468, 469, 472,  478, 485,495, 513,680 

Connell,  J.M 475 

Coombs,  Leslie 571 

Crittenden,  George  B 769, 780,  791, 855,  860, 874 

Haggard,  D.  R 497 

Helm,  B.  H 838 

Hillyer,  Giles  M 874 

Hindman,  T.  C 845 
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Kentucky — Continued. 

Operations  in 

Southeastern.  Communications  from 


Hoskins,  W.  A 453,456,506 

Johnston,  Lewis 503 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 734,828,831,844,847,851,882 

Lincoln,  Abraham 470 

McCook,  Robert  L 554 

Maynard,  Horace 582 

Schoepf,  Albin 473, 474,  476, 481, 486, 

496,  499,  504,  505,  508,  509,  514,  516,  518,  525, 526, 536, 538, 539, 545, 555 

Thomas,  George  H 440, 

442,  446,449,  470,  471,  477,  478,  480,481,484,487,491,492,495,498-500, 
509,  519,  522-524,  542,  550,  563,  564,  565,  567, 576, 581, 589, 623, 925, 926 

War  Department,  C.  S 764,850 

Wolford,  Frank 457, 503 

Zolli  coffer,  F.  K 686,  690,  697, 706, 715, 725, 753, 773, 786, 797 

(See  also 

Camp  Goggin,  Ky.  Skirmishes  near,  December  1-2,  1861. 


Cumberland  Gap.,  Tenn.  Skirmish  near,  February  14,  1862. 

Filling  Creek,  Ky.  Skirmishes  at,  Dec.  8,  1861,  and  Jan.  8, 1862. 
Grider’s  Fei'ry,  Cumberland  River,  Ky.  Skirmish  at,  Dec.  28, 1861. 
Logan’s  Cross-Roads]  Ky.  Engagement  at,  January  19,  1862. 

Mill  Springs,  Ky. 

Opei'aiions  about,  December  1-13,  1861. 

Reconnaissance  to,  December  18, 1861. 

Somerset,  Ky.  Operations  about,  December  1-13,  1861.) 

Western.  (See 

Cumberland  and  Tennessee  Rivers.  Operations  on. 

Mississippi  Valley.  Operations  in.) 

Proclamations  to  people  of 


Sandy  Valley.  (Garfield.) - 33 

Southeastern.  (Zolli  coffer.,) 787 

Volunteers.  Enlistment  of,  for 

Confederate  service.  Communications  from  War  Department,  C.  S. . 780,  857 

State  defense.  (Union.)  Communications  from  Don  Carlos  Buell 515 

Kentucky  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 


Artillery — Batteries:  Byrne’s,  904;  Cobb’s,  853,  905;  Graves’,*  329-333, 
336,  340,  341,  343-345,  348,  349, 367-369, 779. 

Cavalry — Battalions:  Lst  {Mounted  Rifles),  King’s,  728,  854.  Com- 

panies: Huey’s, t 383,  853 ; Milton’s,  75, 137, 148,  150,  358,  858 ; Padgett’s, 
137, 138, 148 ; Wilcox’s,!  Williams’,!  383,  853.  Regiments  : 1st,  261, 295, 
745, 781,  793,  839, 853, 905.  Squadrons : Morgan’s,  12, 13, 116, 117, 261, 428, 
429, 433, 434, 714, 746, 793, 852, 905. 

Infantry — Regiments:  1st  {Taylor),  49, 53;  2d  {Hanson),  286,294,329,330, 
332,  333,  337,  340,  342-346,  350,  352,  354,  377,  378,  392,  852;  3d  {Thomp- 
son)] 4th  {Trabue),  852,  905;  5th  {Williams),  41-43,  4f)-47,  49,  53,  57,  59, 
603, 716,  717,  729,  730, 755,  815, 816, 866,  884,  892,  898 ; 6th  {Lewis),  852,  905 ; 
7th  {Wickliffe),  854,  857;  8th  {Lyon),  233,  339,359-362,  364,  371-375,  853; 
9th  {Hunt),  852,905. 

Kentucky  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Artillery— Raffer/es  : A {Stone),  467 ; B {Hewett),  453, 457, 461, 467, 478-4-0, 
484, 506,  517. 


Company  E,  Fourtli  Infantry. 


’t  Detached  from  First  Kegiment. 
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Kentucky  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union) — Continued. 

Cavalry— /?e^//77e/7fs ; 1st,  9,  25,  27,  28,  30,  32,  79, 80, 82, 99, 100,  441, 443, 452, 

457,  459, 461,  467,  479,  480, 484,  489,  490,  492,  494,  495,  497-499,  501,  502,  504, 

506, 509, 520, 602, 925 ; 2d,  467 ; 3d,  4,  5,  62,  63, 468, 558, 570,  653, 724 ; 5th, 

490,  494,  495,  505,  513, 520, 522 ; 6th,  417,  539. 

Infantry — Regiments:  3d  (Bramlette),  441,  443,461,493,535,810;  4th  (Fry), 

77,  79-82, 84-88,  91,  93, 100, 101,  461,  479,  653,  659, 810;  5th  (Rousseau),  460, 

810;  6th  (Whitaker),  529,651,654,  810;  7th  (Garrard),  461,  469,  478,  479, 
495,520;  8th  (Uarwcs),  449, 538, 925 ; 9th  (Grider),  461,810;  10th  (Har- 
lan), 79,  80,  85,  88-90,  460,  479, 810  ; 11th  (Hawkins),  461,  654,  810  ; 12th 
(Hoskins),  11,  79,  80,96-99,460,  474,  478,479,  484,  504,  506-508,  810;  13th 
(Hobson),  461,  466,  810, 925 ; 14th  (Moore),  25, 26, 29-32, 39,  45, 466, 489, 501, 

503, 602, 664, 810 ; 15th  (Pope),  461, 467,  476,  810 ; lQ.th  (Marshall),  23,  602, 

663, 681 ; 17th  (McHenry),  169, 175, 178, 236,  240, 241, 243, 247, 249, 250, 461, 

650,  810 ; 18th  ( Warner),  467  ; 19th  (Landram),  538,  624,  654  ; 21st  (Dud- 
ley), 925;  22d  (Lindsey),  22,  27,  30-32,  37,  45,  501,503,582,  583,  602,  663; 

23d  (Mundy),  45;  24th  (Grigsby),  538;  25th  (Shackelford),  169,  175,  177, 

178,  186,  189,  236,  237,  240,  241,  243,  244,  246,  247,  249,  251,  650 ; 26th 


(Burbridge),  461,  654;  28th  (Boone),  538. 

Kentucky,  Army  of  Central.  (Confederate.) 

Breckinridge,  John  C.,  assumes  command  of  Second  Division 771 

Hardee,  William  J.,  assigned  to  and  assumes  command 734,737 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney,  assumes  command 905 

Operations.  District  of,  defined 734,737 

Orders,  General,  series  1861 : No.  1,  737. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1861:  No.  42,  779;  No.  46,  20;  (Second  Division), 

No.  273,  771. 

• Organization,  strength,  etc.,  of 337,737,814,832,852,853,904,905 

Kentucky  State  Bank.  Seizure  of  funds.  Communications  from 

Johnson,  George  W 819 

Polk,  Leonidas 770 

War  Department,  C.  S 796 

Kimmel,  Louia.  Mentioned 18 

King.  Esx'a.  Mentioned 176,181,183 

King,  H.  C.  Mentioned  67,803,898 

Kirby,  D.  T.  Mentioned 235 

Kirkwood,  Wi'li?4n  W.  Mentioned 232 

Ki.ge,  R.  C.  Mentioned 86 

Kise,  William  C. 

Mentioned 77,  83-86 

Eeport  of  engagement  at  Logan’s  Cross-Roads,  on  Fishing  Creek,  Ky.,  Jan- 
uary 19,  1862 90 

Kitchen,  Saul.*  Mentioned 943 

Kittoe,  Edward  D.  Mentioned... V 108 

Klein,  Robert.  Mentioned 654 

Knapp,  A.  J.  Mentioned 82 

Knefler,  Frederick.  Mentioned 240 

Knorr,  Frank.  Mentioned 18 

Knoxville,  Tenn.  Martial  law  declared 760 

Kodalle,  Frank.  Mentioned 18 

Koehler,  Robert.  Mentioned 217 

Kossak,  William.  Mentioned 164 

Kountz,  W.  J.  Mentioned 552 

Krauth,  Ferdin::'nd.  Mentioned 18 

Lagow,  Clark  B.  Mentioned 160,515 
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Laird,  Samuel.  Mentioned 

Lake  Erie,  No.  3,  Steamboat.  Mentioned 

Landers,  Sergeant.  Mentioned 

Landis,  R.  W.  Mentioned 

Landram,  W.  J.  Mentioned 

Lane,  James  H.  Mentioned 

Lauman,  Jacob  G.  Mentioned 

Lawler,  Michael  R.  Mentioned 

Lawrence,  W.  E.  Mejitioned 

Lawyer,  Samuel  E.  Mentioned 

Lea,  A.  M.  Mentioned 

Lea,  B.  J. 


Pago. 

228 

6 

876 

562 

623 

532 

168,221-224,231,232 

68, 171, 176, 183-186, 190, 191 

480 

222 

118 


Correspondence  with  Daniel  Euggles 910 

Mentioned 907, 909 

Leach,  Captain.  Mentioned 152 

Leadbetter,  Danville. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector-Gen  erahs  Office,  C.  S.  A..  712, 747, 791, 842, 848, 888, 892 

War  Department,  C.  S'. 701, 726, 798 

Mentioned 689, 701,  738,  751,  764, 770, 778, 791, 798,  819 

Report  of  skirmish  in  Morgan  County,  Tenn.,  Fehru.Try  2,  1862 118 

Lebanon,  Ky.  Operations  near,  Jan.  28-Feh.  2,  1862.  (See  Greenshurg,  Ky.) 

Lee,  P.  Lynch.  Mentioned 152 

Lee,  Robert  E.  Mentioned 441,779 

Leggett,  M.  D.  Mentioned 633, 654 

Leigh,  William.  Mentioned 6] 

Leland,  W.  W.  Mentioned 515, 580, 619 

Lemly,  Mr.  Mentioned 943 

Letcher,  John.  Mentioned 43,756 

Letcher,  John  W.  Mentioned 28, 30-32, 494, 602, 925 

Letcher,  Samuel.  Mentioned 81 

Leverage,  Mr.  Mentioned 470 

Levy,  Nathan.  Mentioned 17 

Lewis,  L.  M.  [?]  Mentioned 832 

Lexington,  U.  S.  Gunboat.  Mentioned 73, 122, 153, 154, 435, 561, 573, 603 

Liddell,  St.  John  R.  Mentioned  256, 737 

Lieb,  Herman.  Mentioned 187 

Lightburn,  J.  A.  J.  Mentioned 602 

Lillard,  John  M. 

Mentioned 336, 341 , 382, 401 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16, 1862.  345 

Lilly,  B.  Franklin.  Mentioned 210 

Lincoln,  Abraham. 

Correspondence  with  ^ 

Army  Headquarters 469,470,533 

Buell,  Don  Carlos 524,526,530,532,535,927,928 

Halleck,  Henry  W 524, 526, 532, 535, 624, 926, 929 

Quartermaster-GeneraFs  Office,  U.  S.  A 672 

Mentioned 102,  468,  470,  480,  526, 528, 531,  539,  .540, 548, 

632,  641,648,  652,  671,  679,  683,  686,787,801,802,926,927,929,933,937 
Orders,  congratulatory.  Engagement  at  Logan’s  Cross-Roads,  on  Fishing 

Creek,  Ky.,  January  19,  1862  102 

Lindsay,  A.  J. 

Correspondence  with  George  B.  Crittenden 874 

Mentioned 745,746,851 
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Lindsay,  Richard.  Mentioned 43 

Lindsey,  Daniel  W. 

Correspondence  with  James  A.  Garfield 582 

Mentioned 23, 25, 602 

Little  Sandy,  Ky.  Expedition  to,  January  24-30,  1862.  (See  Kentucky.  Op- 
erations in  Eastern,  December  23,  l&Ql-January  30,  1862.) 

Livingston,  Robert  R.  Mentioned 253 

Lockhart,  H.  C.  Mentioned 378 

Logan,  John  A.  Mentioned.: 129, 177, 185, 187, 196, 199, 247, 248, 250 

Logan,  M.  D.  Mentioned 66 

Logan,  W.  G.  Mentioned 206 

Logan’s  Cross-Roads,  Ky.  Engagement  at,  January  19,  1862. 

Casualties.  Eeturns  of 

Confederate  forces 108 

Union  forces  ..  82 

Circular.  (Crittenden’s.)  Order  of  march 82 

Communications  from  Don  Carlos  Buell 78 

Court  of  Inquiry  ordered 871 

Indorsement  of  W.  H.  Carroll  on  Horace  Rice’s  report  of 115 

Orders,  congratulatory. 

Buell,  Don  Carlos 78 

Lincoln,  Abraham 102 

Thomas,  George  H 83 

Reports  of 

Buell,  Don  Carlos 76,77 

Carroll,  William  H Ill 

Carter,  Samuel  P 96 

Crittenden,  George  B 102-105 

Fry,  Speeds 87 

Harlan,  John  M 88 

Harries,  George  H 95 

Hoskins,  William  A 98 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 102 

Kenny,  Dennis,  jr 101 

Kise,  William  C.. 90 

McCook,  Robert  L 93 

Manson,  Mahlon  D 83 

Rice,  Horace 115 

Standart,  William  E 101 

Thomas,  George  H 76, 79, 82 

Van  Cleve,  Horatio  P 95 

^ Wolford,  Frank 100 

Logwood,  T.  H.  Correspondence  with  Leonidas  Polk 836, 897, 912, 920 

Long,  Owen  M.  Mentioned 198 

Loomis,  Cyrus  O.  Mentioned 419 

Looney,  R.  F. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 721 

Mentioned 749 

Loring,  W.  W.  Mentioned 849 

Louisiana.  Requisition  on,  for  troops.  (Beauregard.) 899 

Louisiana,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 899 

Louisiana  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery — Batteries : Gibson’s,  909 ; Watson,  728, 808, 904. 

Cavalry — Regiments : 1st,  261, 328, 692, 853, 904. 
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Louisiana  Troops.  Mentioned — Continued. 

Infantry — Battalions:  5th,  854.  Regiments:  4th, 895,  915, 919 ; 11th,  12th, 

854;  13th,  693, 832,  854;  16th,  890;  17th,  890,895;  ^18th,  435,  890,909; 

19th,  890,  895. 

Louisville,  U.  S.  Gunboat.  Mentioned 166 

Lovell,  Mansfield. 

Correspondence  with 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 693, 846, 878 

Polk,  Leonidas 823,832 

Ruggles,  Daniel 894 

Mentioned 821, 823, 844, 862, 863, 878, 886, 898 

Lowrie,  William  W.  Mentioned 210 

Lowry,  John  M.  Mentioned 189 

Lubbock,  Thomas  S.  Mentioned 781 

Luce,  Hiram  C.  Mentioned 198,200 

Ludlow,  W.  B.  Mentioned 92 

Lutz,  Joseph  S.  Mentioned 92 

Luxton,  J.  M.  Mentioned 66 

Lyford,  Stephen  C.  Mentioned 422, 433, 437, 614, 618, 676 

Lyle,  Daniel  C.  Mentioned 397 

Lyles,  J.  B.  [?]  Mentioned 836 

Lyman,  Charles  W.  Mentioned 67 

Lynch,  Montgomery.  Correspondence  with  Leonidas  Polk 728, 916, 920 

Lynch,  William  F.  Mentioned 253 

Lynn  Boyd,  Steamboat.  Mentioned 149,864 

Lyon,  H.  B. 

Mentioned 360,372-374 

Eeport  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16,  1862.  375 

Lytle,  William  H.  Mentioned 610 

McAdams,  James  H.  Mentioned 92 

McAllister,  Edward. 

Mentioned 181 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Douelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16,  1862.  208 

McArthur,  James  N.  Mentioned 217 

McArthur,  John. 

Mentioned 168, 174-176, 181, 185, 186, 218, 219, 221, 237, 634 

Eeport  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16,  1862.  215 

Macauley,  Daniel.  Mentioned 234 

McCann,  J.  J.  Mentioned 432 

McCausland,  John. 

Mentioned 254, 268, 284, 339, 341, 343, 359, 361 , 381, 414, 415 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16,  1862.  277 

Statement  of.  Surrender  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn 414 

McClellan,  David.  Mentioned 712,748 

McClellan,  George  B.  Mentioned 24,77,78,291, 

442,  464,  477,  480,  485,  489,  511,  524,526,530,531,561,568,573,583,589, 
590,  593,  598,  606,  622,  632,  643,  653, 655, 680, 926, 928, 929,  933,  936, 937 
(For  corresj)ondence,  etc.,  see  Army  Headquarters.) 

McClellan,  George  R.  Mentioned 82, 797 

McClernand,  John  A. 

Assignments  to  command 578,649 

Correspondence  with  U.  S.  Grant 541,553,560,577 

Mentioned 125, 129, 159, 160, 162, 163, 167, 

170,  182,  183,  191-195,  205,  206,  215,217,219,235-239,242,243,248,251, 
252,  373,  374,  463, 541,  545,  557,575, 578,  581, 585, 594, 625, 626, 644,  649 
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Me  demand,  John  A. — Continued. 

Reports  of 

Donelson,  Fort,  Tenn.  Siege  and  capture  of,  February  12-16,  1862 170 

Henry,  Fort,  Tenn.  Capture  of,  February  6,  1862 126 

Kentucky.  Expedition  into,  from  Cairo,  111.,  January  10-21,  1862 68 

Medung,  Hugh  L.  Mentioned 768 

Medung,  Hugh  L.  W.  Mentioned 106, 109 

Me  dure,  Robert  G.  Mentioned , 346 

MeConnieo,  V/.  L.  Mentioned 136, 143, 147, 150, 152 

MoCook,  Alexander  MoD. 

Correspondence  with  Don  Carlos  Buell 480, 

491, 498, 501, 521, 522, 544, 549, 557, 563, 581, 615, 623, 627, 938 

Mentioned 13-15,425,443,467, 

483,  501,  502,  515,  521,  615,620,634,642,652,  656,660,671,679,  939,  945 
Report  of  action  at  Rowlett’s  Station,  Green  River,  Ky.  (Woodsonville), 

December  17,  1861 16 

MoCook,  Robert  L. 

Correspondence  with  George  H.  Thomas 554 

Mentioned 77, 79-81, 83-86, 91, 460, 479, 581 

Reports  of  engagement  at  Logan’s  Cross-Roads,  on  Fishing  Creek,  Ky., 


January  19,  1862. 


93 

Mo  Cord,  William  D.  Mentioned 238,240,253 

MoCormiok,  Mr.  Mentioned 677 

MoCown,  J.  P.  Mentioned 438,774,905,906 

MeCoy,  Henry  D.  Mentioned 92 

MeCullceh,  Ben.  Mentioned 549, 762, 808, 820, 822, 826 

MeCullough,  Peter.  Mentioned : 236 

MoCullough,  William.  Mentioned 69,70,129,181,197 

MoDaniel,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 388,390,396,409,411 

MoDonald,  Charles.  Mentioned 236 

MoDonald,  John. 

Mentioned 233, 240 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16, 1862.  235 

McDowell,  Irvin.  Mentioned 533, 928 

McFerran,  John  C.  Mentioned 504 

MacGavock,  R.  W.  Mentioned 137, 140, 146, 148, 279, 368 

McGinnis,  George  F. 

Mentioned 233,240 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16,  1862.  234 

McGinnis,  T. 

Mentioned 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16, 1862. 


McHenry,  Captain.  Mentioned 


401 

370 

860 


McHenry,  John  H,  jr. 

Mentioned 240 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16, 1862.  249 

Machin,  Charles  H.  Mentioned 210 

Mackall,  W.  W. 

Memorandum  of.  Evacuation,  etc.,  of  Nashville,  Tenn 433 

Mentioned 358, 690, 707, 836, 861, 874, 906, 918 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  A.  Sidney  Johnston.) 

Mackay,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned 524 

McKinstry,  James.  Mentioned 522 

McKrew,  Hugh.  Correspondence  with  G.  O.  Watts 739 

McLaughlin,  S.  H.  Mentioned 136, 143, 147 
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Page. 

McLaughlin,  William. 

Correspondence  with  James  A.  Garfield 39 

Mentioned 542 

McLawner,  C.  Mentioned 783 

MacLean,  Duncan.  Mentioned 217 

McLean,  Frank  J.  Mentioned 363, 364 

McLean,  N.  H.  (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Don  Carlos  Buell  and  Henry  W. 
Halleck.) 

McLemore,  W.  S.  Mentioned 65 

McMullen,  Henry.  Mentioned 234 

McNairy,  F.  N.  Mentioned 797 

McNairy,  R.  C.  Mentioned 432 

McNaughton,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned 346 

McNeill,  Captain.  Mentioned 3 

McPherson,  James  B. 

Mentioned 122, 125, 129, 160,  577, 585, 594, 597, 608, 619, 944 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Douelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16, 1862..  161 

McRea,  Colonel.  Mentioned 490 

Mail  facilities,  (See  correspondence,  etc.,  .4.  jff.  JfarfcZawd.) 

Mainis,  Mr.  Mentioned 775,776 

Mallory,  S.  R,  Mentioned 692 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Navy  Department,  C.  S.) 

Maltby,  Jasper  A.  Mentioned 178,197 

Maney,  Frank.  Mentioned 284, 364, 368-370, 868 

Maney,  George.  Correspondence  with  Otho  R.  Singleton 901 

Mank,  William  G.  Mentioned 18 

Manson,  Mahlon  D. 

Mentioned 77, 79, 80, 83, 93, 95, 100, 101, 460, 479, 564, 567,  811 

Report  of  engagement  at  Logan’s  Cross-Roads,  Ky.,  January  19,  1862 83 

March,  William  J.  Mentioned 61 

Marion,  Francis  N.  Mentioned 210 

Markland,  A.  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Buell,  Don  Carlos 672 

Grant,  U.  S 609 

Mentioned - 586 

Marks,  Samuel  B.  Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn., 

February  12-16,  1862  189 

Marks,  S.  F.  Mentioned 742 

Marmaduke,  J.  S.  Mentioned 2 

Marsh,  C.  C. 

Correspondence  with  U.  S.  Grant 555 

Mentioned 70, 178, 192, 197 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16,  1862..  200 

Marsh,  Plenry  J.  Mentioned 189 

Marsh,  Wells  R.  Mentioned 230,242 

Marshall, . Correspondence  with  A.  Sidney  Johnston 882 

Marshall,  Charles  A. 

Corrrespondence  with  .James  A.  Garfield 681 

Mentioned ’. 602 

Marshall,  Charles  E.  Mentioned 54, 702 

Marshall,  Humphrey. 

Correspondence  witl\ 

Adjt.  and  lusp.  Gen.’s  Office,  C.  S.  A.  57, 58, 702, 722, 755, 866, 872, 679, 883, 892, 898 
Akers,  Burwell 52 
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Pa"e. 

Marshall,  Humphrey— Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Crittenden,  George  B 729 

Deyerle,  John  S 52 

Dickerson,  A 52 

Godhey,  Jackson 52 

Griffith,  S.  H 52 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 715, 754, 7G7 

Jordan,  W.  J - 52 

Slusher,  H 52 

Taylor,  James  C 52 

Thompson,  John  B 886 

Turman,  George  H 52 

Wade,  John  J 52 

Williams,  John  S 885,893 

Mentioned .• 1 21,23,24, 

28,  29,  32,  34,  35,  38,  61,  576,  603,  620, 679, 755, 762, 764, 815,  849, 893,  939 

Organization,  strength,  etc.,  of  command 45,729,815,816 

Reports  of  operations  in  Eastern  Kentucky,  December  23,  1861-January  30, 

1862  40, 42,  45,  46, 53, 55,  58 

Martial  Law  declared  in 

Knoxville,  Tenn 760 

West  Tennessee 655 

Martin,  Charles  F.  Mentioned 284, 297 

Martin,  George.  Mentioned 388,390,396,397,409,411 

Martin,  George  S.  Mentioned 2»1 

Martin,  J.  S.  Mentioned 397 

Martin,  W.  W.  Mentioned 243 

Mason,  E.  E.  [?]  Mentioned 713 

Mason,  Tyler  A.  Mentioned 210 

Massey,  C.  K.  Mentioned .380 

Massie,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 368 

Massie,  J.  M.  Mentioned 276 

Mastick,  E.  B.  Mentioned 230 

Mathie,  William.  Mentioned 6 

Mairwell,  Dr.  Mentioned 836 

May,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned 723 

May,  Charles.  Mentioned 5,64,66,386 

Maynard,  Horace. 

Correspondence  with 

Buell,  Don  Carlos 480,483 

Carter,  S.  P 468,469 

Thomas,  George  H 484,  582 

Mentioned 745, 803, 926, 928 

Maynadier,  Henry  E.  Mentioned 665 

May.s,  T.  J.  Mentioned 401 

Medcalf,  W.  H.  Mentioned 214 

Megrew,  John  P.  Mentioned 234 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C.  Mentioned 531,547 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Quartermaster-General’s  Office,  TJ.  S.  J.) 

Mendell,  Noah  E.  Mentioned 220, 222 

Meriwether,  C.  E.  Mentioned 63-66 

Merritt,  Andrew.  Mentioned 92 

Metcalf,  R.  L.  Mentioned 222 
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Michigan  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery — Regiments:  1st,  A,  419,  610. 

Engineers — Regiments : 1st,  79,  81. 

Infantry — Regiments : 1st,  810 ; 9th,  461,  466 ; 11th,  810. 

Middle  Creek,  Ky.  Engagement  at,  Jan.  10,  1862.  Sketch  of  battle-field. ..  51 

(For  reports,  etc.,  see  Kentucky.  . Operations  in  Eastern,  December  2'd,  1861- 
January  30,  1862.) 

Mill  Springs,  Ky. 

Engagement  at,  January  19,  1862.  (See  Logan's  Cross-Roads,  Ky.) 

Operations  about,  December  1-13,  1861.  Reports  of 

Scboepf,  Albin 7, 8 

Van  Derveer,  Ferdinand ?!'.  9 

Zollicofier,  F.  K 10, 11 

Reconnaissance  to,  Dec.  18,  1861.  (See  Summary  of  Principal  Events,  p.  1.) 

Sketch  of  fortifications  on  the  Cumberland  River,  near 946 

Miller,  Captain.  Mentioned 136,143,152 

Miller,  Private.  Mentioned 226 

Miller,  A.  Mentioned 471 

Miller,  A.  O’.  Mentioned 86, 90, 92 

Miller,  Isaac  F.  Mentioned 92 

Miller,  Israel  H.  Mentioned 92 

Miller,  John  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Alcorn,  J.  L 808,812 

Polk,  Leonidas 808, 836, 841, 864, 871, 887 

Mentioned 75, 813, 920 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Fort  Heiman,  Ky.,  February  13,  1862 416 

Miller,  Jonathan  P.  Mentioned 100 

Miller,  T.  C.  H.  Mentioned 106, 107,  111 

Miller,  Thomas  G.  Mentioned 346 

Mills,  Noah  W.  Mentioued 230 

Milner,  H.  Mentioned 149 

Milton,  Captain.  Mentioned 137, 148, 150 

Mina  Tonka,  Steamboat.  Mentioned 433 

Minnesota.  Military  departments  embracing 439 

Minnesota  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry — Regiments:  2d,  77,  79,  80,  82,  83-85,  87,  95,  96,  99,  460,  479,  810; 

3d,  461,  466,  810. 

Mississippi. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Alcorn,  J.L 771,782 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 727 

Mississippi,  Governor  of 710,  732, 757, 851 

Operations  in.  (See 

Cumberland  and  Tennessee  Rivers.  Operations  on. 

Eastport,  Miss.  Expedition  to,  February  15-22,  1862.) 

Proclamation  of  Weakley  et  al.  to  citizens  of  Northern 693 

Requisitions,  etc.,  for  troops 687, 688, 856, 899 

Union  sentiment  in 155, 156, 421 

Mississippi,  Governor  of. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 899 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 687, 710, 732, 788,  §23, 851 

Polk,  Leonidas 757,846 

Proclamation  of 688 
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Mississippi,  Ordnance  Officer  of.  Correspondence  with  Leonidas  Polk 708 

Mississippi  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery— 5affer/es ; Jefferson,  762,  904;  Pettus  Flying  Artillery,  728, 

808,  853 ; Smith’s,  Stanford’s,  854 ; Warren  Light  Artillery  3,  20,  762, 

793,  852,  904. 

CavaArj— Battalions : 1st,  416, 854;  Brewer’s,*  854, 909.  Companies:  Hud- 
son’s, 854 ; McLawner’s  {militia),  783.  Regiments : 1st,  852  ; Wirt 
Adams’,  13,14,261,696,737,904. 

Infantry — Battalions : 3d,  809,  852,  904.  Regiments : 1st,  233,  339,  359-362, 

364,  371-374,  853,  868;  2d,  236;  3d,  359,  694,  821,  823,  832,835;  4th,  137, 

139,  148,  150,  151,358,359,364,868;  6th,  852,  904;  7th,  915,  919;  9th,  135, 

157,  863,  867,  872 ; 10th,  149  ; 14th,  329-332,  337,  341,  344,  345,  347,  348, 

350,  352,  354,  382,  852;  15th,  82,  83,  105-109,  112,  115,  687,  814,  824,  828, 

904 ; 20th,  275,  337-342,  359, 360,  364,  379-383,  415,  416,  853 ; 22d,  728,  809, 
853,904  : 23d,t  233,  359,  361,  364,  371-374,  853,  868;  25th,t  728,  809,^53; 

26th,  329,  237-342,  359,  360,  364, 382,  808,  852  ; 44th,  854.  {Militia) : 1st, 

2d,  3d,  783. 

Mississippi,  Army  of  the.  (Confederate.)  (For  orders,  etc.,  see  Western  De- 
partment— Confederate. ) 

Mississippi  Valley. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 


Alcorn,  J.  L 782 

Beauregard,  G.  T 899 

Bowen,  John  S 738 

Cullum,  G.  W 675,676 

Grant,  U.  S 442, 455, 460, 462, 464, 482, 507, 510, 516, 523, 534 

Halleck,  Henry  W 553 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 687,689,774 

Lovell,  Mansfield 823 

Lynch,  Montgomery 728 

Mississippi,  Ordnance  Officer  of 708 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 789 

Pillow,  Gideon  J 684, 691, 694, 703, 708, 731, 769, 797, 908 

Polk,  Leonidas ....  692, 705, 741, 758, 773, 789, 798, 822, 825, 828-830, 832, 850, 851 

War  Department,  C.  S 796,807,833 

Operations  in.  Communications  from 

Alcorn,  J.  L 803, 808, 812, 813, 816 

Army  Headquarters 640, 641, 645, 646, 661, 664 

Beauregard,  G.  T 861, 889, 890, 895, 896, 900, 908, 912, 915, 918 

Brewer,  E.  H 831 

Buell,  Don  Carlos 528, 639, 640 

Cheatham,  B.  F 919 

Cullum,  G.W 644,675,676,940,942 

Foote,  Andrew  H 665 

Grant,  U.  S 551-553, 555, 557, 559-561, 565, 666, 667 

Halleck,  Henry  W 561,627-629, 

633, 635-637, 641, 645, 647, 648, 658, 676, 679, 682, 683 

Henderson, 920 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 752, 790, 801, 822, 831, 835, 839, 905 

Logwood,  T.  H 836, 898, 912, 920 

Lovell,  Mansfield 693 

Lynch,  Montgomery 916,920 


* Composed  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi  companies, 
t Sometimes  called  Third  Mississippi. 

J Also  called  First  Mississippi  Valley.  Changed  to  Second  Confederate  Infantry  January  31,  1862. 
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Mississippi  Valley — Continued. 

Operations  in.  Communications  from 

Miller,  J.H 808,836,841 

Pillow,  Gideon  J 916 

Polk,  Leonidas 790, 808, 835-837, 840, 889, 916 

Sherman,  W.  T 665,666,677,682 

Stuart,  D 665 

Walker,  L.  M 748 

War  Department,  C.  S 892,893,917 

(See  also 

Columhus,  Kij. 

Evacuation  of,  hy  the  Confederate  and  occupation  of,  ly  Union 
forces,  March  2-3,  1862. 

Gunhoat  reconnaissance  to,  January  14,  1862. 

Holt,  Fort,  Ky.  Gunboat  demonstration  on,  December  1,  1861. 

Kentucky.  Expedition  into,  from  Cairo,  III.,  January  10-21,  1862.) 

Missouri. 

Military  departments  embracing 439 

Operations  in  Southeastern.  Communications  from 

Cullum,  G.  W 676 

Halleck,  Henry  W 668,671,674 

Polk,  Leonidas 808 

(See  also  Doniphan,  Mo.,  Poplar  Bluff,  Mo.,  and  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment— Confederate. ) 

Missouri  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Infantry — Regiments : 1st,  4‘^8,  728,  810,  853, 904. 

Missouri  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Axmiery— Battalions:  Cavender’s,^  128,  168,  174-176,  178,  181,195,215,217, 

219,  220,  225,  226, 231, 626, 649, 650.  Regiments : 1st  (C),  650. 

Cavalry — Murdock’s,  525. 

Infantry— /?e^//ne/7fs;  Sth,  6,  169,  179,  233-236,  238-241,  245,  247,249,  462, 

650, 666,  667 ; 11th,  525 ; 13th,  168, 219-221, 224, 225, 649 ; 16th,  649. 
Sharpshooters — Birge’s,t  168, 221, 223, 435,  601. 

Missouri,  Department  of  the.  (Union.) 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 489, 547, 554, 614, 930, 933, 937 

Halleck,  Henry  W 532, 539, 543, 561, 641, 645, 647, 655, 660, 929, 937 

War  Department,  U.  S 648,652 

Halleck,  Henry  W.,  assumes  command 439 

Orders,  General,  series  1861 : No.  1,  439 ; No.  24, 498.  Series  1862 : No.  43,  638. 

Union  troops  in. t Organization,  strength,  etc.  525,544,578,601,605,649,650,678 
Mitchel,  Ormsby  M. 

Correspondence  with  Don  Carlos  Buell 501, 556, 610,  611, 615, 631,  634,  675 

Mentioned 14,425, 

434,  443,  451,  468,  501,  612,  615,  616,  627,  634,  642,652,656,659,660,939 
Report  of  evacuation  of  Bowling  Green  by  Confederate  and  occupation 

of,  by  Union  forces,  February  14-15,  1862 419 

Mitchell,  Mr.  Mentioned 503 

Moffett,  Henry  C.  Mentioned 235 

Moffit,  Hunter  P.  Mentioned 749 

Monroe,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned 189 

Monroe,  George  W.  Mentioned Cl 

Monroe,  James.  Mentioned 222 

* Composed  of  Batteries  D,  H,  I,  and  K,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery, 
t After  April  14,  1862,  known  as  the  Fourteenth  Missouri  Infantry. 

J District  of  Cairo  and  District  of  West  Tennessee. 
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Monsarrat,  George  H. 

Correspondeiice  with 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 851 

War  Department,  C.  S 798,803,819,913,917 

Mentioned 738,  742, 747, 750 

Montgomery, . Mentioned 117 

Montgomery,  J.  E,  Mentioned 798 

Moore, . Mentioned 330 

Moore,  A.  B.  Mentioned 688, 690, 693, 695, 752 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Alabama,  Governor  of.) 

Moore,  A.  C. 

Mentioned 34, 40-42, 45, 48, 53, 702, 703, 716, 717, 756, 873, 879, 885,  892 

Report  of  operations  in  Eastern  Kentucky,  Dec.  23,  1861-Jan.  30, 1862  61 

Moore,  J.  P.  Mentioned 325 

Moore,  L.  T.  Correspondence  with  Don  Carlos  Buell 466,485 

Moore,  Samuel  A.  Mentioned 230 

Moore,  T.  O.  Mentioned 692, 694, 708, 844,  899, 900, 906, 908, 918 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Louisiana,  Governor  of.) 

Moore,  W.  E.  Mentioned 737 

Moore,  William  P.  Mentioned 348, 356, 357, 750 

Moorman,  George  T.  Mentioned 363, 364, 369, 410 

Morgan  County,  Tenn.  Skirmish  in,  February  2,  1862.  Reports  of 

Leadbetter,  Danville 118 

White,  J.  W 119 

Morgan,  Captain.  Mentioned 860 

Morgan,  James  D. 

Assignments  to  command 578 

Mentioned 68,578 

Morgan,  Jc^  H. 

Correspomlence  with 

Buckner,  Simon  B 714, 724 

Hardee,  William  J 434 

Mentioned 429, 508, 746, 761, 845, 855 

Reports  of 

Bacon  Creek  Bridge,  Ky.  Expedition  to,  and  destruction  of,  December 

4-7,  1861  12 

Greensburg  and  Lebanon,  Ky.  Operations  near,  January  28-February 

2,  1862 116 

Nashville,  Tenn.  Scout  to,  February  26,  1862 433 

150 

228 

705 

20 

367 

693 


Morgan,  St.  C.  M.  Mentioned 

Morgan,  William  H.  Mentioned 

Morris  & Co.,  D.  Mentioned 

Morris,  A.  W.  Mentioned 

Morris,  W.  J.  [?]  Mentioned 

Morrison,  Steamboat.  Mentioned 

Morrison,  William  R. 

Mentioned 168, 170, 172, 173, 181, 194,  203-206 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16, 1862. . 211 

Morrisy,  G.  H.  Mentioned 224 

Morse,  Allen.  Mentioned 7 81 

Morton,  John  W.  Mentioned 336,349 

Morton,  Oliver  P.  Mentioned 443,511,586 

Moiton,  Preston.  Mentioned 250 

Morton,  W.  N.  Mentioned 109 

Mouton,  Alfred.  Mentioned 435, 909 
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Mndd,  John  J.  Mentioned 170, 171, 179, 181, 183, 218 

Munday,  Reuben.  Mentioned 417 

Munford,  Ed.  W.  Statements  of.  Surrender  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn 412,414 

Munitions  of  War. 

Deficiencies  in,  reported  by  Confederate  officials 148, 

149,  258,  691,  692,  694,  695,  711,  719,  765,  766,770,771,774,780,782,  784, 
786,  791,  795,  798,  807,  812,  817,  821,  825,  827,  846,893,894,914,918,923 

Deficiencies  in,  reported  by  Union  officials 71, 

76,  121,  441,  442,  481,  494,  504,  520,  524,  530,  533,  535,  536,  546,  548, 
552,  568,  577,  585,  601,  606,  607,  619,  674,  675,  925,  930,  931,  933,  941 
Fabrication  and  supplies  of.  Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 795 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 883,886 

Lovell,  Mansfield 693 

Polk,  Leonidas 798 

War  Department,  C.  S 886 

Wright,  M.  H 684,785 

Murdock,  Lindsay.  M(»ntioned 465 

Murff,  R.  S.  Mentioned 380 

Murphy,  J.  Mentioned 2 

Murphy,  Philip  H.  Mentioned 235 

Murphy,  R.  H.  Mentioned 378 

Murray,  Eli  H.  Mentioned 62, 63 

Murray,  John.  Mentioned 248 

Murray,  John  H.  H.  Mentioned 235 

Murray,  John  P.  Mentioned 106,  111,  112, 115, 877 

Murray,  T.  B.  Mentioned Ill 

Muscle,  Steamboat.  Mentioned - 154,155 

Musselman,  Bushrod  W.  Mentioned 235 

Myers,  A.  C.  Mentioned 768 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Quartermaster-General’ 8 Office, ^C.  S.  A.) 

Myers,  Nicholas.  Mentioned 192 

Nance,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 64,66 

Nashville,  Tenn. 

Ammen’s  diary  of  movement  from  Paducah  to 659 

Defense  of  (immediate).  Communications  from 

Gilmer,  Jeremy  F 735,741,757 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 724,807,849 

Tennessee,  Governor  of 811 

Watts,  G.O 739 

Evacuation  of,  by  Confederate  and  occupation  of,  by  Union  forces,  Feb- 
ruary 23-25,  1862. 

Communications  from 

Forrest,  Nathan  B 429 

Mackall,W.  W 433 

Trousdale,  Leon 431 

Orders,  congratulatory.  (Buell.)  669 

Reports  of 

Barnett,  James 425 

Buell,  Don  Carlos 425 

Floyd,  John  B.... - 427 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 426 

Scott,  Thomas  A 424 

Resolution  of  Confederate  Congress  creating  and  report  of  special  com- 
mittee investigating 401, 402 
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Nashville,  Tenn. — Continued. 

Scout  to,  February  26,  1862. 

Communications  from  William  J.  Hardee 434 

Report  of  John  H.  Morgan 433 

Nassau,  William  W.  Mentioned 230 

Navy  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with  Leonidas  Polk 789 

Navy  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Foote,  Andrew  H 608,644 

War  Department,  U.  S 608 

Nebraska  Troops,  Mentioned. 

Infantry — Regiments : 1st,  169,  236,  238,  240,  252, 253, 597, 650. 

Negley,  James  S.  Mentioned 460,938 

Neill,  Hugh.  Mentioned 235 

Nell,  George  W.  Mentioned 452,517 

Nelson,  William. 

Correspondence  with 

Buell,  Don  Carlos 496, 610, 623, 640, 651, 944 

Grant,  U.S 661,662 

Hal  leek,  Henry  W 654 

Mentioned 26, 32, 41, 59, 425, 451, 468, 484, 512, 517, 620-623, 632, 639, 642, 

643, 651,  655, 659,  661,  662,  666,  668, 671,  672,  746,  811,  938, 939, 941, 944 

Nelson,  W.R.  Mentioned 380 

Neustaedter,  John  A.  Mentioned 449 

Nevins,  Garrett.  Mentioned 197,199,200 

Newberry,  Samuel  H.  Mentioned 277,325 

Newman,  Tazwell  W.  Mentioned 113 

Newton,  George.  Mentioned 201 

Newton,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned - 3 

Nicholson,  Hunter. 

Mentioned : 284,292,297,306,307 

Statement  of.  Surrender  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn 299 

Noble,  Silas.  Mentioned 181, 183 

Noequet,  James  W.  Mentioned 869 

Norman,  J.  G.  Report  of  expedition  to  Florence,  Ala.,  February  6-10, 1862- ..  157 

North  Alabama,  District  of.  (Confederate.) 

Orders,  General,  series  1862:  No.  1,  894;  No.  4,  905. 

Ruggles,  Daniel,  assigned  to  command * - 894,905 

North  Carolina  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry — Regiments : 26th,  747, 751,  842,  862. 

Northrop,  Charles.  Mentioned 436 

Northrop,  Lucius  B.  Mentioned 796 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A.) 

Norton,  Edward  A.  Mentioned 346 

Nowlin,  J.  W.  Mentioned 362,372,376,377 

Nye,  D.  N.  Mentioned 86 

O’Connell,  John.  Mentioned - 226 

O’Donald,  Wayne.  Mentioned 235 

Ogden,  William  B.  Mentioned 641 

Oglesby,  Richard  J. 

Assignments  to  command 578 

Mentioned 126, 128, 129, 167, 

170,  171,  175-178,  181,  188,  189,  192-196,  199,  201,211,218,237,465,578 
Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16,  1862,  183 

O’Harnett,  M.  J.  Mentioned 176,181,183 
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Ohio,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with 

Buell,  Don  Carlos 589 

Thomas,  George  H 581 

Ohio  Troops,  Mentioned. 

Artillery— fiaffer/es  {Independent):  9th,  79,  80,  93,  95,  97,  539;  14th,  650. 
Regiments:  A,  467;  B,  79,  84,  95,  101,  459,  461,  467,  479,  480,  484;  C,  79, 

80,  84,  85,  101,  102,  461,  467,  479,  480;  F,  654. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  1st,  117,  118,  651,  658,  659,810;  2d,  810;  4th,  419, 

610,  631,  676,  810;  5th,  810.  Squadrons:  McLaughlin’s,  25-27,  30,  32, 

45,  46,  501,  504,  602,  663. 

Infantry — Regiments:  1st,  460,  810;  2d,  461,  631,  810;  3d,  460,  476,  810; 

5th,  810;  6th,  460,  651,  654,  810;  9th,  77,  79,  80-82,  84,  85,  87,  91,  93, 

94-96,  98,  99,  460,  479,  810,  845;  10th,  476,  810;  13th,  476;  14th,  79, 

85, 88,  443,  449,  460,  461,  479,  810 ; 15th,  460,  810 ; 16th,  539,  560,  810 ; 

17th,  8,  11,  80,  443,  449,  460,  461,  474,  477,  479,  481,  484,  810;  18th,  460, 

810;  19th,  490,493,  535;  20th,  650;  21st,  460,  810;  24th,  460,  651,  654, 

810:  31st,  11,  80,  461,  471,  478,  479,  481,  483,  484,  810;  33d,  460,810; 

* 35th,  8,  9,  11,  12,  99,  460,  471,  479,  484,  499,500,  810;  38th,  8,  11,  79,  81, 

443,  449,  460,  461,  473,  474,  477-479,  481,  484,  810;  40th,  22,  26-28,  30,  32, 

37,  45,  47,  501,  503,  602,  663,  810 ; 41st,  461,  529,  651,  810 ; 42d,  25-30, 

45,  501,  503,  602,  663,  810;  44th,  810;  45th,  654,  810;  49th,  18,460,810; 

51st,  461,651,  654;  52d,  810;  54th,  437,  682;  56th,  650;  58th,  169,215, 

238,  240,  252,  650;  59th,  461,  810;  64th,  538,  810;  65th,  538,  810;  68th, 

169,  236,  240,  2.52,  650;  71st,  436,  437,  682;  76th,  169,  236,  238,  240,  252, 

253,  650 ; 78th,  650. 

Ohio,  Department  of  the.  (Union.) 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Adjutant-General’s  OfiSce,  U.  S.  A 509,545 

Army  Headquarters 447, 

450,  457,  468,  473,  531,  546,  547,  571,  602,608,622,630,641,645,650,660 
Buell,  Don  Carlos.  443, 445, 450, 455, 477, 482, 483, 485, 487, 500, 501, 504, 509-511; 
520, 528, 530, 535, 545-548, 563, 601, 611, 615, 629, 642, 652, 679,930, 936,939 

Edson,  T 601 

Johnson,  Andrew 480 

Lincoln,  Abraham 530,926-929 

Maynard,  Horace 480,484 

Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A 606 

War  Department,  U.  S 535, 635, 937 

Orders,  General,  series  1861:  No. 23, 15;  No.  23^,518.  Series  1862:  No. 4a, 

24;  No.  46,  78;  No.  13a,  669;  (Thomas),  January  20,  83. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1861:  No.  16,  460;  No.  19, 467;  No,  23,  24,  476;  No. 

35,  503;  No.  37,  508.  Series  1862:  No.  51  (January  3),  529;  No.  4 (Jan- 
uary 8),  538;  (Thomas), No.  39,  479. 

Union  troops  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc.,of  460,461,467, 

476, 479, 503, 529, 538, 563, 615, 616 

Oladowski,  H.  Mentioned 919,921 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 849 

Wright,  M.  H 684 

Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with 

Buell,  Don  Carlos 606 

Edson,  T 601 

Osborn,  John.  Mentioned 236,243,244,246,247 

Oslin,  James  M.  Mentioned 3,4 

Otey,  Peter.  Mentioned 428 
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Ot5s,  Edmund  R.  Mentioned 233, 235 

Overton,  J.  F.  Mentioned 5, 364 

Owens,  Mr.  Mentioned 819, 820 

Owens,  William  N.  Mentioned 489, 491 

Owsley,  Michael  H.  Mentioned 522 

Paddock,  George  L.  Mentioned 216 

Padgett,  Captain.  Mentioned 139 

Page,  Garfield  S.  Mentioned 230 

Paine,  E.  A. 

Assignments  to  command 515, 578 

Correspondence  with 

Grant,  U.  S 541, 553, 560, 577 

Halleck,  Henry  W 649 

Mentioned 69, 515, 557, 578, 594, 604, 812, 944 

Paine,  R.  W.  Mentioned 380 

Painter,  W.  L.  Mentioned 277 

Palmer,  Joseph  B. 

Mentioned • 348, 356, 401 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelsou,  Tenn.,  February  12-16, 1862. . 351 

Pardee,  Don  A.  Mentioned 30,31 

Parker,  Captain.  Mentioned 285,290,368,370,410 

Parker,  Charles  C.  Mentioned 224 

Parker,  S.,  jr.  Mentioned 921 

Parker,  T.F.  Mentioned 341 

Parrott,  James  C.  Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  Feb- 
ruary 12-16,  1862 231 

Patterson,  Judge.  Mentioned ' 701 

Patterson,  D.  T.  Mentioned 380 

Patterson,  J.  E.  Mentioned *82 

Patterson,  Nelson.  Mentioned 235 

Patterson,  Robert.  Mentioned 533,928 

Patton,  Steamboat.  Mentioned 143,149 

Patton,  Mr.  Mentioned 430 

Patton,  A.  K.  Mentioned 261 

Paulding.  Leonard.  Mentioned 122,436,437,546 

Pearce,  Thomas.  Mentioned .397 

Pearse,  Henry  N.  Mentioned.. 187 

Pearson,  Benjamin  H.  Mentioned. 198 

Pease,  Phineas.  Mentioned 173,197,213 

Peckham,  James.  Report  of  expedition  to  Casey  ville,  etc.,  Nov.  24-Dec.  5, 3861  6 

Peimsylvania  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry — Regiments:  77th,  78th,  79th,  460,810. 

Peoples,  Madison  T.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 685 

Percy,  Colonel.  Mentioned 783 

Perczel,  Nicholas.  Mentioned 560 

Perkins,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 361 

Perkins,  C.  S.  Mentioned 92 

Perkins,  Hardin.  Mentioned 737 

Perkins,  J.  W.  Mentioned 90,92 

Peters,  Thomas.  Mentioned 830 

Pettus,  John  J.  Mentioned . . . 690, 692, 708, 782-784, 788, 794, 823, 899, 900, 906, 916, 918 
(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Mississippi,  Governor  of .) 

Peyton,  Bailie,  jr.  Mentioned 76, 81, 109, 565, 845 

Pharr,  H.  N.  [?]  Mentioned 150 

Phelps,  John  S.  Mentioned 696 
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Phelps,  S.  Ledyard. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  W.  Halleck 648 

Mentioned 6, 122, 123, 153,  422,  436, 437,  596,  600, 603, 605, 644, 648, 675, 940 

Eeport  of  expedition  to  Florence,  Ala.,  February  6-10, 1862 153 

Phifer,  C.  W.  Mentioned 802 

Phillips,  Je-sse  J.  Mentioned 216 

Phipps,  J.  M.  Mentioned 187 

Pickens,  Colonel.  Mentioned 701 

Pickett,  W.  D.  Correspondence  with 

Buckner,  Simon  B 864 

Pillow,  Gideon  J 859 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  also  William  J.  Hardee.) 

Pierce,  Charles  W.  Mentioned 210 

Pietzuch,  Joseph.  Mentioned 18,19 

Piketon,  Ky.  Expedition  to,  January  24-30, 1862.  (^ee  Kentucky.  Operations 
in  Eastern^  December  23,  18G1-January  30,  1862. ) 

Pillow,  Gideon  J. 

Assigfiinents  to  command *. 867 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson 325,326 

Dixon,  Joseph 699 

Floyd,  John  B 292, 870 

Frost,  D.  M 708 

Hardee,  William  J 841 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 301, 691, 708, 758, 797, 870, 880 

Pickett,  W.  D 859 

■ Polk,  Leonidas 731,769,916 

Tennessee,  Governor  of 691,703 

Walker,  Samuel  P 694 

War  Department,  C.  S . . . . 304-306, 309, 310, 313, 314, 316, 320-322, 366, 388, 908 

Weakley,  Samuel  D.  et  al 684 

Mentioned 135, 

162,  164,  254-256,  258-270,  276-278,  288,  291,  293-301, 309, 313, 317, 322, 
325,  327-339,  341-346,  348,  350,  353,  354,  356, 358-361,  363,  365-373, 377, 
379,  380,  382,  384-387,  389-391,  393,  394,  397,401,403-405,410,411,413, 
419,  527,  528,  534,  540,  609,  613,  662,  678, 690, 692-694, 696, 698, 699, 705, 
727,  733,  749,  774,  782,  815,  831,  849,  859,  867, 869, 883, 891, 904, 905, 917 
Orders,  General,  series  1862 : No.  1,  868. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1862 : No.  1,  867. 

Keports  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  Feh.  12-16, 1862.  278, 285, 301 

Suspension  from  command,  etc — 254,313 

Tender  of  resignation,  etc 306, 316, 320, 325 

Pittsburg,  U.  S.  Gunboat.  Mentioned 166 

Pittsburg,  Tenn.  Engagement  at,  March  1,  1862. 

Orders,  congratulatory.  (Ruggles) 435 

Eeport  of  George  W.  Cullum 435 

Plumb,  Ralph.  Mentioned 24 

Polk,  Leonidas. 

Assignments  to  command 736 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General’s  Office,  C.  S.  A 798 

Alcorn,  J.  L 771, 782, 803, 813,  M6 

Bowen,  John  S 738 

Brewer,  E.  H 831 

Cheatham,  B.  F 865,919 
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Polk,  Leonidas— Continued. 

Corre.spondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson 746,798,828 

Heiman,  A 831 

Henderson, - 920 

Johnson,  G.  W 819 

Johnson,  VV.  P 867 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 689,  692,705,738,752,773, 

774, 790, 801, 808, 822, 825, 829,  831,  835,  837,  839, 847,  861,  864, 880, 923 

Logwood,  T.  H 836,897,912,920 

Lovell,  Mansfield 823, 832 

Lynch,  Montgomery 728, 916, 920 

Miller,  J.  H 808,836,841,864,871,887 

Mississippi,  Governor  of 757,846 

Mississippi,  Ordnance  Officer  of 708 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 789 

Pillow,  Gideon  J - - 731,769,916 

Quartermaster-Gener.aPs  Office,  C.  S.  A - 830 

Rnggles,  Daniel 889, 890 

Tennessee,  Governor  of 851 

Tilghman,  Lloyd  689, 731,  736, 817, 834, 835, 840,  843, 858,  859 

Walker,  L.  M 748 

War  Department,  C.  S . . 741, 770, 789, 796, 807, 822, 833, 835, 836, 846, 850, 868, 893 

Mentioned 145, 281, 316,  388, 409, 444, 462, 666, 670, 675, 692, 694, 727, 758, 

762,  770,  777,  784,  797,  813,  820,  821,  824,  826,  833,  839,  844,  845,  853, 854, 
889-891,  893,  894,  896-898,  900,  906,  912,  915,916,918,919,922,940,943 

Reports  of 

Columbus,  Ky.  Evacuation  of,  by  Confederate  and  occupation  of,  by 

Union  forces,  March  2-3,  1862 437 

Henry,  Fort,  Tenn.  Capture  of,  February  6,  1862  135 

Polk,  L.  T.  Mentioned 68 

Poole,  William  P.  Mentioned wl22 

Pope,  Captain.  Mentioned 13, 14 

Pope,  Curran.  Correspondence  with  Don  Carlos  Buell 467 

Pope,  John  (General).  Mentioned 594,  628,  668,  672, 674, 676, 677,  679, 944 

Pope,  John  (Quartermaster).  Mentioned 737 

Poplar  Bluff,  Mo.  Occupation  of,  Feb.  1862.  Communications  from  H.W.  Halleck.  599 

Porter,  D.  D.  Correspondence  with  U.  S.  Grant 561 

Porter,  Thomas  K.  Mentioned 284,  332,  336,  347, 349 

Porter,  W.  D.  Mentioned 120, 122, 125, 142, 546, 557, 566,  581 

Porter,  W.  W.  Mentioned 109 

Post,  John  P.  Mentioned 181,186,189,376 

Powell,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned 235 

Powell,  James.  Mentioned 172 

Powell,  John  W.  Mentioned 465 

Powell,  Samuel.  Mentioned 106, 108, 115,  738 

Powers,  Mr.  Mentioned 867 

Prentiss,  B.  M.  Mentioned 594 

President  C.  S.  (See  Jefferson  Davis.) 

President  U.  S.  (See  Abraham  Lincoln.) 

Preston,  W;lliam. 

Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 801 

Mentioned 801 

Prestonburg,  Ky.  Engagement  at  Middle  Creek,  near.  (See  Kentucky.  Op- 
erations in  Eastern,  December  23,  l&6l-January  30,  1862.) 
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Price,  Celsus.  [?]  Mentioned 571 

Price,  Sterling.  Mentioned 532, 533, 540,  617,  643, 704, 741, 797, 820, 829 

Prime,  Frederick  E.  Mentioned 8,9,11,458,474,500,514 

Prince,  William  H.  Mentioned 210 

Prioress,  Steamboat.  Mentioned 657 

Prisoners  of  W ar.  Treatment,  exchange  of,  etc . 309, 336, 337, 618, 626, 638, 919, 942, 944 

Prisoners,  Political.  Arrest  and  treatment  of 4, 13, 

39,  41,  44,  57,  472,  481,  560,  669,  676,  687,  698,  700-702,  704,  712,  713, 
720,  721,  726,  734,  738,  740,  742-745,  747,  748,  754,  756,  759,  760,  763, 
764,  772,  778,  785,  798-800,  803-807,  819,  842,  913,  917,  925,  934,  944 

Private  Property.  Action  touching 4, 33, 71,  72, 127, 421-423, 429, 4.30, 449, 456, 

471,  518,  519,  551,  567,  579,  583,  595,  599,  626,633, 644,649, 650,667, 669, 
670,  696,  726,  732,  764,  770,  787,  796,  819,  821, 885, 891, 903, 908,  935,  944 
(See  also  Slaves  and  Slave  Property.) 

Proctor,  W.  H.  Mentioned 397 

Provost,  Charles  E.  Mentioned 253 

Pryor,  Roger  A.  Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 880 

Pugh,  Isaac  C. 

Mentioned 186 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16, 1862..  218 

Quarles,  W.  A. 

Correspondence  with  Lloyd  Tilghman 834 

Mentioned 326, 360, 370-372, 842 

Statement  of.  Surrender  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn 326 

Quartermaster-General’s  OfBce,  C.  S.  A.  Correspondence  with  L.  Polk 830 

Quartermaster-General’s  Office,  XJ.  S.  A. 

Correspondence  with  Abraham  Lincoln 672 

Views  of.  Light-draught  gunboats 672,673 

Race,  Seymour.  Mentioned 654 

Raimey,  J.  K.  Mentioned 397 

Rains,  James  E. 

•Mentioned 843, 888 

Reports  of  skirmish  near  Cumberland  Gap,  Tenn.,  February  14,  1862 417,418 

Ramsay,  F.  A.  Mentioned 110 

Ramsay,  J.  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Toole,  James  M 772 

Wallace,  Jesse  G 775 

War  Department,  C.  S 700, 740,  744, 753, 771, 774, 785 

Mentioned 798, 799, 803, 806, 807 

Ramsey,  J.  G.  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson 743 

War  Department,  C.  S 721 

Mentioned 742 

Randolph,  George  W.  Mentioned 145, 

260, 261, 270, 271, 319, 322, 325, 326, 366, 388, 402, 405 

Randolph,  Richard  K.  Mentioned ‘^17 

Rankin,  Oliver  S.  Mentioned 86,92 

Ransom,  T.  E.  G. 

Mentioned 177, 178, 187, 192, 196, 197 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16, 1862. . 199 

Ravesies,  Paul,  Correspondence  with  William  J.  Hardee 696 

Rawlins,  John  A.  Mentioned 160,237,515 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  U.  S.  Grant.) 
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Reagan,  A.  J.  Mentioned 119 

Rear  den,  James  S.  Mentioned 183, 184 

Red,  W.  C.  Mentioned 137, 139 

Reed,  Hugh  B. 

Mentioned 240 

Report  of  aie^^e  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelaon,  Tenn.,  February  12-16,  1862. . 248 

Reed,  William  G.  Mentioned 346 

Refugees  and  Abandoned  Lands.  Orders,  etc 518, 519, 523 

Reid,  L.  W.  Mentioned 278 

Renfro,  W.  Mentioned 143 

Reynolds,  A.  E.  Mentioned 382 

Reynolds,  R.  B.  Mentioned 805,607 

Reynolds,  W.  W.  [?]  Mentioned 801 

Rheinlander,  John.  Mentioned 228 

Rhoads,  Frank  L. 

Mentioned 183,186 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16,  1862. . 188 

Rice,  Major  [Mr.].  Mentioned 293, 299, 302, 369 

Rice,  Horace. 

Mentioned 115 

Report  of  engagement  at  Logan^s  Cross-Roads,  on  Fishing  Creek,  Ky.,  Jan- 
uary 19,  1862 115 

Richards,  Evan.  Mentioned 197 

Richardson,  Henry.  Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn., 

February  12-16,  1862 225 

Richmond,  W.  B.  Mentioned 796 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Leonidas  Polk.) 

Ricketts,  Ezra.  Mentioned 475 

Riggin,  John,  jr.  Mentioned 160,515 

Riley,  G.  W.  Mentioned 89 

Ripley,  James  W.  Mentioned 66,  458,933 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Ordnance  Department,  TJ.  S.  A.) 

Robb,  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Mentioned 378,392,398 

Roberts,  C.  Mentioned 724 

Roberts,  J.  A.  Mentioned 380 

Robertson,  C.  W.  Mentioned 393,397 

Robinson,  W.  J.  H.  Mentioned 234,240 

Rockwood,  Aaron  L.  Mentioned 197 

Rodgers,  Captain.  Mentioned 598 

Rodman,  Carson  P.  Mentioned 92 

Rogers,  Major.  Mentioned 239 

Rogers,  Frank  M.  Mentioned 345 

Rogers,  J ames  M.  Mentioned 250 

Roper,  George  S.  Mentioned 81,86 

Rorer,  W.  A.  Mentioned 380 

Rosecrans,  W.  S.  Mentioned 41, 488, 501, 602, 717, 740, 746 

Ross,  James  R.  Mentioned 239,240 

Ross,  Leonard  F. 

Mentioned 168, 179-181, 196, 205, 215, 238, 464 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16,  1862..  210 

Ross,  Nathan.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 780 

Ross,  Reuben  R. 

Mentioned 262, 278, 280, 364, 389-391, 393, 394, 410, 411 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16, 1862  . . 397 

Rosson,  E.  B.  Mentioned 376 
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Rousseau,  Lawrence  H.  Mentioned 99 

Rousseau,  Lovell  H.  Mentioned 412, 460, 700, 602 

Rowett,  Richard.  Mentioned ^22 

Rowlett’s  Station,  Green  River,  Ky.  ( Woodson ville).  Action  at,  Dec.  17, 1861. 
Orders,  congratulatory. 

Buell,  Don  Carlos 15 

Hardee,  William  J 20 

Reports  of 

Buell,  Don  Carlos 14,15 

Hindman,  Thomas  C 19 

Johnson,  R.  W 19 

McCook,  Alexander  McD 16 

Willich,  August 16 

Rozell,  Colonel.  Mentioned ; 783 

Ruckle,  N.  R.  Mentioned 234 

Rudler,  A.  F.  Mentioned 712 

Ruggles,  Daniel. 

Assignments  to  command 894,905 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 889,908,909 

Chalmers,  James  R 894 

Goodwin,  John  W 907 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 891 

Lea,  B.  J 910 

Lovell,  Mansfield 894 

Polk,  Leonidas 889,890 

Mentioned 896, 899, 915, 919 

Orders,  congratulatory.  Engagement  at  Pittsburg,  Tenn 435 

Rumsey,  Israel  P.  Mentioned 198 

Russell,  Daniel  R.  Statement  of.  Surrender  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn 415 

Russellville,  Ky.  Scout  in  vicinity  of,  December  5-8,  1861.  Report  of  I.  F. 

Harrison / 13 

Rutledge,  A.  M.  Mentioned 106, 107 

Ryan,  Abraham  H.  Mentioned 212, 213 

Ryan,  J.  R.  Mentioned 459 

Ryan,  R.  B. 

Mentioned 361,365,373-375 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16,  1862. . 371 
Rziha,  John. 

Itinerary  of  march  of  U.  S.  troops.  Reconnaissance  to  Fort  Henry,  Tenn., 

January  15-25,  1862  73 

Mentioned 73 

Bachs,  Max.  Mentioned 15,17,18,501 

Sacramento,  Ky.  Action  at,  December  28,  1861.  Reports  of 

Clark,  Charles 64 

Crittenden,  Thomas  L 62, 63 

Forrest,  Nathan  B 64 

Saint  Louis,  U.  S.  Gunboat.  Mentioned 122, 123, 166, 477, 552 

Sallie  Wood,  Steamboat.  Mentioned 154,155 

Saltzman,  George  W.  Mentioned 228 

Sampson,  Steamboat.  Mentioned 566 

Samuel  Orr,  Steamboat.  Mentioned 149,153,864,870 

Sanford,  W.  W.  Mentioned 197  207 

Sanger,  William  D.  Mentioned 436,437 


INDEX. 


1005 


Page. 

Bartore,  Carobine.  Mentioned - 235 

Bayer,  Edward  B.  Mentioned 842 

Scahill,  John  V.  Mentioned 235 

Schenck,  Robert  C.  Mentioned 740 

Schmitt,  Carl.  Mentioned 17,18 

Schnackenberg,  William.  Mentioned 17 

Schoepf,  Albin. 

Correspondence  with 

Connell,  J.  M 475 

Hoskins,  William  A 506 

Thomas,  George  H 449, 473, 474, 476, 481, 486, 496, 499, 504, 

505,  508-510,  514,  516,  518,  523,  525,  526,  536, 538, 539, 542, 545, 550, -555 

Mentioned 76, 78- 

80,  443,  452,  458-460,  469,  471,  477,  478-480,  483-487,  489-494, 496, 499, 
500,  503,  512,  520,  522,  549,  550,  558,  564, 568,  576, 582, 811, 926, 930, 946 
Reports  of  operations  about  Mill  Springs  and  Somerset,  Ky.,  December 

1-13,1861 7,8 

Bchroeder,  Frederick.  Mentioned 94 

Schutz,  Stephen.  Mentioned 18 

Schuyler,  Adjutant.  Mentioned 386 

Schuyler,  Mr.  Mentioned 606 

Schwartz,  Adolph.  Mentioned 68, 126-128, 179, 180, 181 

Scofield,  Hiram.  Mentioned 230 

Scott, . Mentioned 5 

Soott,  George.  Mentioned 92 

Scott,  Thomas  A. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 680 

Mentioned 632, 635, 636, 642, 648, 652, 655, 658 

Report  of  evacuation  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  by  Confederate  and  occupation 

by  Union  forces,  February  23-25,  1862 424 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department,  U.  S.) 

Scott,  Winfield.  Mentioned 325 

Scully,  J.  W.  Mentioned 81 

Seaton,  John. 

Correspondence  with  C.  F.  Smith 462 

Mentioned 462 

Self,  Hugh  A.  Mentioned 747 

Semple,  Charles.  Mentioned 343 

Besler,  Mr.  Mentioned 776 

Seward,  W.  H.  Mentioned 787 

Sexton,  Marshall.  Mentioned 242,243 

Shaaff,  J.  T.  Mentioned 877 

Shackelford,  James  M. 

Mentioned 186, 240, 243, 244 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16,  1862..  251 

Shaokleford,  Luther.  Mentioned 13 

Shaver,  R.  G.  Mentioned 737 

Shaw  & Lawson.  Mentioned 748, 749 

Shaw,  Frederick  W.  Mentioned 200 

Shaw,  William  T.  Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  Feb- 
ruary 12-16,  1862 231 

Shawhan,  J.  Mentioned 816 

Shawhaw,  Private.  Mentioned 879 

Bheetz,  H.  A.  Mentioned 189 
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Sheldon,  Lionel  A. 

Correspondence  with  James  A.  Garfield 542 

Mentioned 31 

Sheliha,  Victor.  Mentioned 10,106,697 

Shelton,  Dr.  Meationed 36 

Shepard,  John  T.  Mentioned 357 

Sherman,  W.  T. 

Assignments  to  command 614, 619 

Correspondence  with 

Grant,  U.  S 638,667 

Halleck,  Henry  W 618, 629, 637, 655, 665, 666, 670, 677, 682 

Mentioned 436, 

437, 444,  450, 594, 595,  609, 614, 619, 633, 651,  654, 665, 667, 676, 677, 943 

Shields,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 109 

Shirk,  James  W.  Mentioned 122, 153, 155, 156, 436, 437 

Shirly,  Mr.  Mentioned 789 

Short,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 
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Shorter,  John  Gill.  Mentioned 840,899,900,906,913 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Alabama^  Governor  of.) 

Shortle,  Samuel  H.  Mentioned 92 

Shoup,  F.  A.  Mentioned 737,904 

Shumate,  Felix.  Mentioned 92 

Shuster,  J.  P.  Mentioned 280,388,389,391,393,396,410,411 

Sigel,  F.  Mentioned 464,594,937 

Silcurk,  William.  Mentioned 143 

Sill,  Joshua  W.  Mentioned 460 

Simms,  W.  E.  Mentioned 55,723,866 

Simons,  James.  Mentioned 515 

Simonton,  John  M. 

Mentioned 284 , 286, 361, 362, 365, 371 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16, 1862..  372 

Simpson,  . Mentioned 696 

Simpson,  John  D.  Mentioned 92 

Simpson,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned 240 

Sims,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 5 


Sims,  D.  C.  Mentioned  357 

Singleton,  Otho  R.  Correspondence  with  George  Maney 901 

Sketches. 

Fortifications  on  the  Cumberland,  near  Mill  Springs,  Ky 946 

Middle  Creek,  Ky.  Engagement  at,  January  10,  1862.  (Battle-field) 51 

Slatton,  James.  Mentioned 187 

Slaughter,  J.  E.  Mentioned 921 

Slaves  and  Slave  Property.  Reference  to 503,  510,  560,  595,  628,  668,  698, 

699,  711,  723,  733,  739,  741,  757,  769,  787,  801,802,811,818,842,923,934 

Slaymaker,  Captain.  Mentioned 230 

Slusher,  H.  Con  espondence  with  Humphrey  Marshall 52 

Smedley,  Captain.  Mentioned 149 

Smith,  . Mentioned 36 

Smith,  Mr.  Mentioned, - 474 

Smitli,  Judge.  Mentioned 789 

Smith,  A.  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Fleece,  G.  B 818 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 727 

Mentioned 930 
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Smith,  B.P.  Mentioned 222 

Smith,  Charles  P. 

Assignments  to  command — 649 

Correspondence  with 

Buell,  Don  Carlos 517,944 

Grant,  U.  S 541,543,561,577,633,649 

Halleck,  Henry  W 444, 445, 448, 461, 463,  517, 527, 584, 930 

Seaton,  John 462 

Mentioned 66, 70, 73-75, 120, 

125,  128,  129,  140,  151,  159,  160,  162, 163, 168, 171, 176, 177, 179, 180, 181, 
215,  217,  221-226,  229,  230,  232,  236-238, 323,  325,  333,  354, 423,  458, 473, 
488,  521,  528,  530,  537,  553,  557,565,571,573,575,581,585,601,625,626, 
637,  649,  651,  655,  659,  662,  667,  670,  674-677,  680,682,683,844,847,929 

Reports  of  reconnaissance  to  Fort  Henry,  Tenn.,  January  15-25,  1862 72, 73 

Smith,  E.  Kirby. 

Assignments  to  command 908 

Mentioned 258, 270, 405, 849, 908 

Smith,  Prancis  M. 

Mentioned 193, 204, 205, 211-213 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16, 1862..  214 

Smith,  Giles  A.  Mentioned 235 

Smith,  James  M.  Mentioned 221,222* 

Smith,  John  E. 

Mentioned 178, 192, 197 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16, 1862. . 202 

Smith,  John  T.  Mentioned 247 

Smith,  Melancthcn.  Mentioned 197 

Smith,  Morgan  L. 

Mentioned 169, 236, 238-240, 245 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16, 1862..  233 

Smith,  Nelson  B.  Mentioned 92 

Smith,  PhcBbe.  Mentioned 776 

Smith,  S.  H.  Mentioned 232 

Smith,  Theodore  A.  Mentioned 198,  215 

Smith,  Thomas.  Mentioned 278,382 

Smith,  Thomas  C.  H.  Report  of  operations  near  Greensburg  and  Lebanon, 

Ky.,  January  28-Febr nary  2,  1862 117 

Smith,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned 178,197,204,205,207 

Smith,  William  B.  Mentioned 346 

Smith,  William  R.  Correspondence  with  A.  Sidney  Johnston 638 

Smith,  William  S.  Mentioned 635 

Smith,  W.  W.  Mentioned 354 

Snowden,  Thomas.  Mentioned 230 

Solman,  P.  H.  Mentioned 4 

Somerset,  Ky.  Operations  about,  December  1-13,  1861.  Mill  Springs,  E\j,) 

South  Carolina  Troops.  Mentioned.  Legions — Hampton’s,  479. 

Southeast  Missouri,  District.  (Union.) 

Designated  District  of  Cairo,  December  23,  1861 515 

Orders,  General,  series  1861:  No.  22,  515. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1861 : No.  — (November  26),  449. 

Sparkman,  J.  M.  Mentioned 398,399,401 

Spears,  James  G.  Mentioned  446,470 

Speed,  James.  Mentioned 582 

Spence,  D.  H.  Mentioned 341 

Spence,  John  C.  Mentioned 235 
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Spiller,  C.  C.  Mentioned 110 

Stall,  John.  Mentioned 92 

Standart,  William  E. 

Mentioned 84 

Report  of  engagement  at  Logan’s  Cross-Roads,  on  Fishing  Creek,  Ky.,  Jan- 
uary 19,  1862 101 

Stankieuriz,  P.  K.  Mentioned 148, 280, 389-392, 401, 410, 411 , 868 

Stanley,  D.  S.  Mentioned 931 

Stanton,  Edwin  M.  Mentioned 582, 636, 641, 645, 683, 937, 942, 944 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department,  U.  S.) 

Stanton,  S.  S.  Mentioned 106, 107,  111,  487, 690, 725 

Starling,  Edward  L.  Mentioned  250 

Starnes,  J.  W.  Mentioned 64-66 

Statham,  W.  S. 

Correspondence  with  A.  Sidney  Johnston 828 

Mentioned 109, 261, 751, 904 

Stearns,  H.  P.  Mentioned 126, 181 

Steedman,  James  B.  Mentioned 85,  88 

Steele,  D.  N.  Mentioned 86 

Steele,  Frederick.  Mentioned 540,  943 

Steele,  George  K.  Mentioned 447 

^ Stembel,  Roger  N.  Mentioned 122, 123, 142;  144, 436,  437 

Stephens,  Alexander  H.  Mentioned 767 

Stephens,  W.  H.  Mentioned 857 

Stephenson,  Ferdinand  D.  Mentioned 207 

Stevenson, . Mentioned 891 

Stevenson,  C.  L.  Mentioned 918 

Stevenson,  V.  K. 

Correspondence  with  A.  Sidney  Johnston 831 

Mentioned 430,  431,  697,  7.53,  836 

Stewart,  A.  P.  Mentioned 438,  727,  826,  848,  854,  906,  912 

Stewart,  Warren.  Mentioned 68,  69, 126, 127,  129,  130,  174, 178-181,  203,  204 

Stitch,  Joseph.  Mentioned 81 

Stock,  Cai^tain.  Mentioned 416 

Stone,  Orderly  Sergeant.  Mentioned 399,401 

Stone,  George  H.  Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  Feb- 
ruary 12-16,  1862 226 

Story,  William  S.  Meutioned 248 

Stoughton,  S.  J.  Mentioned 248 

Stout,  Alexander  M.  Mentioned 250 

Stovall,  M.  A.  Mentioned 712 

Straton,  William.  Mentioned 54 

Strickland,  S.  A.  Mentioned 253 

Stuart,  D.  Correspondence  with  Henry  W.  Halleck 665 

Stuart,  William  D.  Mentioned 41,  43,  53,  729, 756 

Stubbs,  J.  D.  Meutioned 31 

Sturgis,  S.  D.  Mentioned 929 

Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A.  Indorsement  on  proposition  of  R.  S.  Bra- 

shears  to  lease  salt-works  near  Whitesburg,  Ky 61 

Sugars,  Levi.  Mentioned 297,299 

Sugg,  C.  A.  Mentioned 377,  378,  392,  399 

Swafford,  Jacob.  Mentioned 187 

Swan,  William  G.  Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 742 

Swarthout,  George  B.  Mentioned 233, 235,  239 
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Sweeny,  George  W.  Mentioned 1^0 

Swords,  Thomas.  Mentioned 520,  531,  548,  568,  658 

Sykes,  T.  B.  Mentioned •‘580 

Taggart,  J.  F.  Mentioned 515 

Tannrath,  Benjamin.  Mentioned 225,226 

Taylor,  Ezra. 

Mentioned  179, 181, 194, 197 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelsou,  Tenn.,  February  12-16, 1862  209 

Taylor,  James  C.  Correspondence  with  Humphrey  Marshall 52 

Taylor,  Jesse.  Mentioned  125,136,137,143,146-148,151,152 

Taylor,  Joseph  F.  Mentioned 92 

Taylor,  J.  Walker.  Mentioned  336 

Taylor,  Marsh  B.  Mentioned 92 

Taylor,  Richard  F.  Mentioned ’250 

Taylor,  Thomas  F. 

Taylor,  William  H 
Tennessee. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 718,827 

Tennessee,  Governor  of 811, 869 

War  Department,  C.  S 834, 872 

(See  also 

Department  of  Ohio  ( Union).  Ajfairs  in,  generally. 

Mississippi  Valley.  Affairs  in,  generally. 

Tennessee,  East.  Affairs  in,  generally. 

Western  Department  {Confederate).  Affairs  in,  generally.) 

Martial  law  declared  in 


Mentioned  49, 53 

Mentioned 236 


Knoxville,  Tenn 
West  Tennessee  . 


760 

655 


Operations  in.  (See 

Cumberland  and-  Tennessee  Rivers.  Operations  on. 

Mississippi  Valley.  Operations  in. 

Morgan  County,  Tenn.  Skirmish  in,  February  2, 1862. 

Tennessee,  East.  Operations  in. ) 

Re-enforcements  for.  Communications  from 

Alabama,  Governor  of 914 

Bragg,  Braxton 869,898,911 

Chisolm,  A.  R. 913 

Louisiana,  Govern^)r  of 908 

Lovell,  Mansfield 878 

Maney,  George 901 

War  Department,  C.  S 867, 868, 872, 886, 890, 898 

(See  also  Series  I,  Volumes  V and  VI.) 

Requisition  for  troops.  (Beauregard.) 899 

Union  sentiment  in 153, 

155,  156,  421,  424,  425,  441,  447,  448, 457,  468-471, 473,  4^0,  48.3,  484,  487, 
490,  531,  582,  619,  638,  644,  660, 665-667, 669, 671, 674, 676, 685-687, 689, 
690,701,  704,  712,  713,  721,  722,726,742,743,748,758,760,765,775,776- 
778,  791,  792,  799,  808,  812,  821,  842,  848,  849,  888,  926,  928,  932,  934 
(See  also  Tennessee,  East.  Revolt  of  Unionists  in.) 

Tennessee,  Adjutant-General  of.  Correspondence  with 

Claiborne,  Thomas 887 

War  Department,  C.  S 834 

64  R R — VOL  VII 
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Tennessee,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with 


Page. 


Atkins,  J.  D.  C 

Beauregard,  G.  T 

Gilmer,  Jeremy  F 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney. . . 

Pillow,  Gideon  J 

Polk,  Leonidas 

War  Department,  C.  S. 


849 

: 899 

757 

779, 794,811,845,883 

691,703 

851 

860,869,872 


Tennessee  Troops.  (Confederate.)  Mentioned. 

Artillery— iffaffer/es ; Crain’s,  137,  150,  847*  Eldridge’s,  780,  853 ; Green’s, 
277,  279,  332,  356,  359-361 ; Jackson’s,  854,  860 ; McClung’s,  82, 105,  106, 
• 109,  111,  112,  114,  751,  753,  773,  797,  814,  824  ; Maney’s,  279,  332,  358-360, 
364, 367-369,  388,  389,  393,  394,  397,  409,  724 ; Maury’s,  285,  364,  368,  389- 
391,  397-401,  410,  853,  868 ; Monsarrat’s,  800,  847,  904 ; Pillow  Plying 
Artillery,  809, 853, 904  ; Polk’s,  854  ; Porter’s,  267, 276, 329, 330,  332, 333, 
336, 337, 343, 347,  349,  350,  352,  390,  412,  859  ; Rhett’s,  843  ; Rutledge’s, 
82,  105-109,  686,  687,  814,  824, 904 ; Stewart’s,  854  ; Taylor’s,  146-148 ; 
Upton’s,  854  ; Williams’,  728,  854. 

Cavalry — Battalions  : 1st,  105,  797, 814, 824, 860  ; 2d,  779, 809,  852,  904  ; 3d, 
105,  705, 814,  824, 843 ; 4th,  82,  105, 106,  111,  112,  797, 814, 824 ; 5th,  82, 105, 
106, 686, 690, 712, 725, 797,  814,  824 ; 6th,  854  ; 8th,  853  ; 9th,  137,  150, 295, 
358,364,383,386;  Crew’s,  905.  Companies:  Bledsoe’s,  105,106,520,824; 
Brock’s,  Brown’s,  750,  780 ; Clay’s,  769  ; Eldridge’s,  Gillespie’s,  751 ; 
Gorman’s,  750, 780 ; Haywood’s,  854 ; McClary’s,  751,  780 ; Mc- 
Henry’s, 860,874;  McKenzie’s,  780;  McLin’s,  712,  750,  780;  McRea’s, 
519;  Montgomery’s,  Neely’s,  854;  Sanders’,  105, 106, 108,824 ; Stock’s, 
769, 854 ; White’s,  750,  780.  Regiments  : 1st,  118, 119, 687 ; Forrest’s,  4- 
6,64-66,137,148-151,  233,  274,  295,  329,  333,335,  361,362,364,369,383-387, 
390, 412, 428, 429, 569, 809, 853, 905. 

Infantry — Battalions:  Colm’s,  358, 364 ; Henry’s,  868.  Regiments:  1st,  862, 
872;  2d,  854;  3d,  329-332,  337, 346-354,  853  ; 4th,  854;  5th,  854,  904;  6th, 
854 ; 7th,  901 ; 9th,  854  ; 10th,  131,  137,  139,  144,  146,  148  151,  279,  358- 
360,  363,  366,367,  369,  863,  868;  11th,  456,705,843;  12th,  13th,  854; 
14th,  901;  15th,  854;  16th,  111;  17th,  82,  105-108,  111-113,  687,'814, 
824,  904  ; 18th,  329-333, 337,  .342, 343,  345-356, 853  ; 19th,  82,  105-108,  112, 
687,  814,  824,904;  20th,  82,  105-108,  111,  115,  687,  814,  824,  904  ; 21st, 
22d,  854;  23d,  24th,  852,  904;  25th,  82,  105-108,  111,  413,  519,  686,  690, 

697,  725,  814,  824,  860,  874,  904  ; 26th,  329,  337-342,  345,  346,  359,  360,  364, 

382,  852;  27th,  692,  809,  853,  904;  28th,  82,  105-108,  Ul-113,  115,  519, 
686,  690,  697,  725,  814,  824,  860,  874,  904 ; 29th,  82,  105,  106,  108,  111-113, 

115,  712,  751,  753,  770,  773,  780,  791,  797,  824,  904 ; 30th,  138,  279,  331,  358, 

359,364,367,369,377,378,391,393,  394,868;  31st,  692,  854;  32d,  329,  330, 
332,  337,  346,  348,-  350,  352,  353,  355-357,  369,  689,  750,  853 ; 33d,  854 ; 
34th,  456,  705,  751,  843;  35th,  852;  37th,  105,  749,774,  780,  815,904; 
38th,  135,  157,  749,  815,  825,  863,  867,  872;  39th,  800;  40th,  854;  41st, 
329,  330,  332,  333,  337,  341,  346,  347,  354,  382,  852  ; 42d,  333,  359,  360,  363, 
367,  369-372,  842,  853  ; 43d;  800,  815,  825,  827,  828,  834,  848,  862;  44th, 
852,  904;  45th,  904;  46th,  47th,  854;  48th,  137,  138,  148,  150,  279,  290, 
358-360,  363,  367,  369,  842,  868 ; 49th,  333,  354,  358,  364,  377,  378,  391,  392, 
398,  817,  868 ; 50th,  138,  333,  358,  364,  377,  378,  391,  392,  817,  843,  868 ; 
51st,  137, 138,  148,  150,  290,  358,  359,  364,  847,  910,  919 ; 52d,  236,  847,  910, 
918  ; 53d,  290,  358-360,  363,  367,  368,  370 ; 55th,  904 ; 60th,  337 ; 154th, 
854.  Provisional  Army : 2d,  3d,  862,  872. 
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Tennessee  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Union.) 

Infantry — Regiments:  1st,  79,  84,  96,  97,  99,  448,  461,  465,  474,  478,  479,  481, 
483-48J,  495,  810 ; 2d,  79,  96,  97,  448,  454,  461,  465,  474,  478,  479,  481,  483- 
487,  495,  810. 


Tennessee,  East. 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 926 

Branner,  John  R 733 

Buckner,  Simon  B 758 

-Carroll,  William  H 704,738,749,764,815 

Crittenden,  George  B 740,774,780,791,800 

Hardee,  William  J 758 

Haynes,  Landon  C 849 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 706,879 

Leadhetter,  Danville 842,848 

Peoples,  Madison  T 685 

Tennessee,  Governor  of 849 

War  Department,  C.  S 689, 738, 745, 771, 790 

Warren,  W.H 766 

Wood,  S.  A.  M 689 

Young,  H.  C 777 

Confederate  troops  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc 749-752, 800, 801 

Jackson,  J.  K.,  assigned  to  command  at  Chattanooga 907 

Occupation  of,  by  Union  forces.  Measures  for 447, 


450, 457, 458, 468, 473, 480, 483, 484, 487, 521, 530, 531, 535, 549, 
568,  582,  585,  586, 624, 660, 680, 926, 928, 931, 932, 936, 939, 945 
(See  also  Kentucky.  Operations  in  Southeastern.) 


Operations  in.  Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraPs  Ofi&ce,  C.  S.  A 888, 890 


Johnston,  A.  Sidney 905 

War  Department,  C.  S 888 


(See  also  Tennessee,  East.  Revolt  of  Unionists  in.) 


Revolt  of  Unionists  in.  Communications  from 

Austin,  H.  R 799 

Baxter,  John 725, 799 

Brownlovr,  W.  G 719,804,807 

Carroll,  William  H 704, 712, 719,  720, 721, 738, 742, 754, 759, 764 

Crittenden,  George  B 763, 806, 807 

Leadhetter,  Danville 712, 726, 747, 791, 798, 842 

Looney,  R.  F 721 

Monsarrat,  G.  H 798, 803, 917 

Peoples,  Madison  T 685 

Ramsay,  J.  C 700, 740, 744, 771, 774 

Ramsey,  J.  G.  M .* 721,743 

Swan,  William  G 742 

Tennessee,  Governor  of 811 

Tibbs,  William  H 743 

Toole,  James  M 772 

Wallace,  C 7G8 

Wallace,  Jesse  G 775 

War  Department,  C.  S 700, 701, 753, 754, 764, 785, 806, 819, 913 

Wood,  S.  A.  M 689 

Young,  H.  C : 777 

Smith,  E.  Kirby,  assigned  to  command  in 908 
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Terry,  B.  F.  Mentioned 15,18,20,501,802 

Terry,  Charles  Edwin.  Mentioned 24d 

Terry,  W.  H.  Mentioned 66 

Texas  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Curahy—Regimenis  : 8th,  15,  17-20,  137,  261,  412,  413, 761,  762,  769,  781,  793, 

809,  852,  905,  911. 

Infantry— Regiments : 1st,  233,  236 ; 7th,  339,  359-362,  364,  371-374,  376,  377, 

379,  407-409,  853,  868. 

Thayer,  John  M. 

Mentioned 169, 236-240,  245 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16, 1862.  252 

Thom,  George.  Mentioned 665, 666, 944 

Thomas,  Captain.  Mentioned 46 

Thomas,  George  H. 

Assignments  to  command 479 

Correspondence  with 

Boyle,  J.  T 487,  489,  490, 492-494,  497,  498,  502,  504,  505,  508,  535 

Bramlette,  Thomas  E 441, 452, 459, 470, 513, 517,  519,  520, 530 

Breckenridge,  Robert  J 562 

Buell,  Don  Carlos 78, 439, 442,  445, 452,  458,  471,  477,  478, 480, 481,  483-485, 

487,  489,  491,  492,  495,  496,  498-500,  509,510,519,522,524,  549,550,558, 
560,  562-564,  567,  576,  580,  589,  597,  623,  640,  652,  653,  658, 659, 925,  926 

Carter.  S.  P 439,  440, 445, 446, 448,  454,  4.56, 471, 472,  478, 485,  495, 513 

Cliff,  D.  B 565 

Coombs,  Leslie 571 

Hoskins,  William  A 453,456,459 

Johnson,  Lewis 502 

McCook,  Robert  L 554 

Maynard,  Horace 484,582 

Ohio,  Governor  of 581 

Schoepf,  Albin 449,  473,  474,  476,  481,  486,  496,  499, 504, 

505,  508-510,  514,  516,  518,  523,  525,  526,  536,  538,539,542,545,-550,555 

Wolford,  Frank 457,503 

Mentioned 76-78,  87,  89, 91, 95,  98, 105, 108,  425,  426, 

439,  446,  451,  461,  467,  469,  476,  478,  479,481,511,548,556,568,573,020, 
624,  642,  643,  646,  651-653,656,  657,  671,  679,  706,845,882,930,939,940 
Orders,  congratulatory.  Engagement  at  Logan’s  Cross-Roads,  on  Fishing 

Creek,  Ky.,  January  19,  1862 83 

Reports  of  engagement  at  Logan’s  Cross-Roads,  on  Fishing  Creek,  Kj".,  Jan- 
uary 19,  1862 76,79,82 

Thomas,  Lorenzo.  Mentioned 445, 447,  482,  511, 682 


(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Adjutant- GeneraVs  Office,  U,  S.  A.) 


Thompson,  Egbert.  Mentioned 
Thompson,  M.  Jeff.  Mentioned 
Thompson,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Marshall,  Humphrey 

Williams,  John  S 

Mentioned 

Thompson,  John  C.  Mentioned 
Thornton,  Harry  I.  Mentioned 


436,437 

465,  .523, 676, 772,  820,  821,  829,  943 


; 886 

893 

54, 55, 716, 723, 730, 873, 884,  893 

234,241,242 

109,112 


(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  George  B.  Crittenden.) 


Thrasher,  D.  H.  Mentioned 749 

Thurman,  L.  Mentioned 116 
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Tibbs,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 743 

Mentioned 742 

Tilghman,  Lloyd. 

Correspondence  with 

Ellis,  Powhatan,  jr 835 

Head,  J.  W 834 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 719,723,833,858 

Polk,  Leonidas 689, 731, 736, 817, 834, 835, 840, 843, 858, 859 

Quarles,  W.  A 834 

Mentioned 120, 123, 125, 130-135, 145-152,  336,  366, 388,  395, 

409,  581,  618,  710,  711,  735,  739,  833,  837,838,843-845,855,861,863,923 
Reports  of.  Fort  Henry,  Tenn. 

Capture  of,  Febru.ary  6,  1862  136, 144 

Reconnaissance  to,  January  15-25,  1862  74,75 

Tipton,  T.  J.  Mentioned  98 

T.  L.  McGill,  Steamboat.  Mentioned 229,682 

Tobey,  Edgar  P.  Mentioned 6 

Tod,  David.  Mt-ntioned 586,588,622 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Ohio,  Governor  of.) 

Tonneau,  Mr.  Mentioned 919 

Toole,  James  M. 

Correspondence  with  J.  C.  Ramsay 772 

Mentioned 772 

Totten,  Joseph  G.  Mentioned 929 

Towner,  Justin  D.  Mentioned 217 

Townsend,  Charles  D.  Mentioned 197 

Townsend,  J.  H.  Mentioned 798 

Trade  and  Intercourse.  Communications  from 


Grant,  U.  S 

Marshall,  Humphrey 

Trans-Mississippi  Department.  Affairs  in,  generally. 

War  Department,  C.  S 

Transportation  Routes.  Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 

Beauregard,  G.  T 

Branner,  John  R 


449,472,510,516 

872 

Communications  from 
826,833 

...  473,626,628,641,646,925 

895,896 

733 


Buell,  Don  Carlos. . 450,  466, 467, 607, 611, 620, 623, 630, 642, 6.52, 657, 931, 936, 938, 939 


Chisolm,  A.  R 

Fleece,  G.  B 

Garfield,  Jame^  A . . . 
Goodwin,  John  W . . . 

Grant,  U.  S 

Halleck,  Henry  W . . 

Henderson, . . . 

Leadbetter,  Danville 

Logwood,  T.  H 

McCook,  A.  McD.... 

Mitchel,  O.  M 

Ruggles,  Daniel 

Schoepf,  Albin 

Smith,  C.  F 

Thomas,  George  H . . 

Walker,  L.  P 

Wallace,  C 


913 

818 

32 

907 

575 

....  577,627,668 

920 

712,791 

897 

627 

419,610,615,634 
....  890,891,909 

555 

72 

524,563 

887,889 

768 
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Transportation  Routes — Continued.  Communications  from 

War  Department  U.  S 635,941 

Wliittlesey,  Charles 440 

Wood,  Thomas  J 615 

Trebra,  Henry  von.  Mentioned 15-19, 501 

Trenck,  F.  Mentioned 18 

Tresillian,  S.  R.  Mentioned 195 

Trewhitt,  Captain.  Mentioned 5 

Tribble,  Samuel.  Mentioned 879 

Trigg,  Robert  C.  Mentioned 34, 53, 703, 717, 873, 879, 884, 885, 892 

Trist,  N.  P.  Mentioned 325 

Trotter,  William.  Mentioned 397 

Trousdale,  Leon. 

Mentioned 401 

Statement  of.  Evacuation  of  Nashville  hy  Confederate  and  occupation  of, 

by  Union  forces,  February  23-25, 1862 4.31 

Trowbridge,  Silas  T.  Mentioned 187 

Trudeau,  James.  Mentioned 741, 822 

Tupper,  Ansel.  Mentioned 186,216,219 

Turchin,  John  B.  Mentioned 419, 460, 491, 610 

Turman,  George  H.  Correspondence  v^ith  Humphrey  Marshall 52 

Turner,  James  J.  Mentioned 377,378 

Turner,  F.  P. 

Mentioned 414,  415 

Statement  of.  Surrender  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn 415 

Turnley,  P.  T.  Mentioned 613 

Tuttle,  James  M.  Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  Feb- 
ruary 12-16,  1862 229 

Tuttle,  Joel.  Mentioned 230 

Twombly,  Voltaire  P.  Mentioned 230 

Twyman,  Captain.  Mentioned 117 

Tyler,  U.  S.  Gunboat.  Mentioned 122, 153-155, 166, 167, 421, 435, 552, 603, 619 

Umpire,  Steamboat.  Mentioned 875 

Union  Troops. 

Casualties.  Returns  of 

Donelson,  Fort,  Tenn.  Siege  and  capture  of,  February  12-16,  1862  — 167- 

169, 182,  241, 251 


Logan’s  Cross-Roads,  Ky.  Engagement  at,  January  19, 1862 82 

Locatiou  of.  Cairo,  District  of,  December  31,  1861 525 

Memorandum  of  regiments  of,  in  Thomas’  command,  November  30,  1861 ...  461 

Mentioned.  (Regulars.) 

Artillery — Regiments:  4th,  I,  560. 

Cavalry — Regiments : 1st,  540;  2d,  4th,  67, 167, 172, 183, 616, 649. 


Infantry— /?e^//we/7fs;  15th,  460,616,810;  16th,  616, 657 ; 18th,  79,460, 
479, 616, 657, 810, 925 ; 19th,  460, 616, 810, 845. 

(For  Volunteers,  see  respective  States.) 


Organization  of. 

Cairo,  District  of. 

February  1,  1862 578 

February  10,  1862 601 

February  11,  1862  605 

Ohio,  Department  of  the 

November  30,  1861 460 

December  2,  1861 467 

December  5,  1861 476 
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Union  Troops — Continued. 

Organization  of. 

Ohio,  Department  of  the 

December  6,  1861.  (First  Division.) 479,480 

December  17,  1861.  (Eastern  Kentucky.) 503 

January  3,  1862  529 

January  8, 1862 *538, 539 

West  Tennessee,  District  of. 

February  21,  1862 649,650 

March  2,  1862 678 

Strength  of. 

Cairo,  District  of. 

December  31, 1861 525 

January  10,1862  544 

February  21,  1862.  (Bird’s  Point,  Cairo,  and  Fort  Holt.) 649 

Ohio,  Department  of. 

January  23,  1862  563 

February  14, 1862  615, 616 

Vail,  Daniel.  Mentioned 235 

Vanarsdall,  James  H.  Mentioned 92 

Vance,  R.  B. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 888 

Mentioned 418, 778, 888 

Van  Cleve,  Horatio  P. 

Mentioned 77, 94 

Report  of  engagement  at  Logan’s  Cross-Roads,  on  Fishing  Creek,  Ky.,  Jan- 
uary T9,  1862 95 

Van  Derveer,  Ferdinand. 

Mentioned - 471 

Report  of  operations  about  Mill  Springs  and  Somerset,  Ky.,  December  1-13, 

1861 !.  9 


Van  Dorn,  Earl. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard • 900 

Mentioned 313, 319, 813, 826, 833, 863, 899, 900 

Van  Natta,  Job  H.  Mentioned 92 

Van  Winkle,  E.  L.  Mentioned 452 

Van  Wyck,  S.  M.  Mentioned.. 5 

Veatch,  James  C.  Rei)ort  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  Feb- 
ruary 12-16,  1862 227 

Victoria,  Steamer.  Mentioned 883, 886 

Vierheller,  Charles.  Mentioned ^ 235 

Villepigue,  J.  B.  Mentioned 921 

Viola,  Ky.  Expedition  to,  December  28-31,  1861.  Report  of  Lew.  Wallace..  66 
Virginia  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery — Batteries:  French’s,  275,  359,  364;  Guy’s,  275,337,359,360,364, 

853;  Jackson’s,  275,332,336,343;  Nottoway,  34,  41,  43,  45,  53,  717,  729, 

755,  815,  879,  885. 

Cavalry — Battalions:  34th,  43,  45,  47,  866,  873.  Regiments:  2d,  29;  Jen- 
kins’, 37. 

Infantry — Battalions:  21st,  716,  723,  730.  Co/npaw/es ; Mileham’s, 843.  Regi- 
ments : 29th,  34,  40,  42,  43,  45,  47,  53,  55,  59,  61,  716,  717,  729,  756,  767,  885, 

892, 898;  36th,  275,  278,  339,  359-362,  364,  371,  414,  853 ; 50th,  275,  278,  359, 

853;  51st,  275,  276,  359,  362,  364,  853,  868;  54th,  30,  34,  41,  43,  45,  47,  49, 

52,  53,  56,  59,  716,  717,  722,  729,  755,  815,  884, ‘885,  892,  898;  56th,  40,  43, 

45,  275,  276,  359,  360,  362,  364,  374,  729,  730,  767,  853,  868,  884. 
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Voorhies,  A.  M.  Mentioned 143,147 

Voorhies,  W.  M.  Mentioned 137,842 

Waddell,  Captain.  Mentioned 712 

Wade,  James.  Mentioned 57,58 

Wade,  John  J.  Correspondence  with  Humphrey  Marshall 52 

Wagnej:,  George  D.  Mentioned C51 

Walke,  Henry.  Mentioned 122,436,437 

Walker,  Francis  M.  Mentioned 107, 112 

Walker,  Jesse  W.  Mentioned 228 

Walker,  John  G.  Mentioned 20 

Walker,  J.  J.  Mentioned 921 

Walker,  John  T.  Mentioned 228 

Walker,  L.  M.  Correspondence  with  Leonidas  Polk 748 

Walker,  L.  P. 

Assignments  to  command 872 

Correspondence  with 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 887 

War  Department,  C.  S 889 

Mentioned 872, 909, 910, 914 

Walker,  Moses  B.  Mentioned 471,484 

Walker,  Samuel  P.  Correspondence  with  Gideon  J.  Pillow 694 

Wallace,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned • 5 

Wallace,  C.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 768 

Wallace,  Jesse  G.  " 

Correspondence  with  J.  C.  Ramsay 775 

Mentioned 774,775  . 

Wallace,  Lew. 

Assignments  to  command 606,650 

Correspondence  with  U.  S.  Grant 618 

Mentioned 159, 160, 162, 163, 169, 

175-177,  179,  180,  196,  210,  211,  243-245,  249,  252,  253, 374, 606, 626, 650 

Reports  of 

Camp  Beauregard  and  Viola,  Ky.  Expedition  to,  December  28-31, 1861 . 66 

Donelson,  Fort,  Tenn.  Siege  and  capture  of,  February  12-16,  1862 236 

Wallace,  Martin  R.  M.  Mentioned 197 

Wallace,  William  H.  L. 

.Vssignments  to  command. 578 

:Mentioned 126, 129, 168, 170, 171, 177-179, 181, 182, 185, 187, 203, 237, 578 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16,  1862.  192 

Walter,  H.W.  Mentioned 921 

Walters,  John  L.  Mentioned 63 

Walthall,  E.  C.  Mentioned 106,107,109 

War,  Council  of — Western  Department — February  7, 1862 861 

Ward,  Samuel  G.  Mentioned 222 

Ward,  W.  N.  Mentioned 702 

Ward,  William  T. 

Assignments  to  command 538 

Correspondence  with  J.  T.  Boyle 495 

Mentioned 441,  492, 493, 497, 503, 538, 690, 802 

War  Department,  C.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Alabama,  Governor  of 770, 889 

Baxter,  John 725,799 

Beauregard,  G.  T ! 892, 893, 917 

Blount,  Robert  P 840 
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War  Department,  C.  S.— Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton Ii09 

Branner,  John  R 733 

Carroll,  William  H 701, 704, 712, 719, 720, 738, 742, 754, 759, 764, 771 

Congress,  Confederate 921 

Crittenden,  George  B 745, 763, 764, 790,  80(5 

Davis,  Jefferson 254, 309,  403 

Johnson,  G.  W 857 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 255, 

256, 707, 718, 745, 769, 779, 781, 783, 792, 796, 807, 809, 820, 824,  826, 
.827,  839,  850,  862, 863, 867, 878, 879, 883, 886, 890, 898, 911, 917, 922 

Leadbetter,  Danville 701,726,798 

Looney,  R.  F 721 

Monsarrat,  G.  H 798, 803, 819, 913, 917 

Peoples,  Madison  T 685 

Pillow,  Gideon  J 304-306, 309, 310, 313, 314, 316, 320-322, 366,  388, 908 

Polk,  Leonidas 741, 770, 789, 796, 807, 822, 833, 835, 836, 846, 850,  868, 893 

Ramsay,  J.  C 700,740,744,753,771,774,785 

Ramsey,  J.  G.  M 721 

Ross,  Nathan 780 

Tennessee,  Adjutant-General  of 834 

Tennessee,  Governor  of 860, 869, 872 

Vance,  R.  B 888 

Walker,  L.  P 889 

Wallace,  C 768 

* Weakley,  Samuel  D.,  et  al 692 

Wood,  S.  A.  M 689 


Wood,  W.  B. 


701 

701 

403 


Zollicoffer,  F.  K 

Statement  of.  Surrender  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn 

War  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 628,635,641,656 

Buell,  Don  Carlos  535, 937 

Halleck,  Henry  W 585,594, 604, 607, 635, 637, 642, 643, 648, 652, 655, 660, 941 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 608 

Scott,  Thomas  A 680 

Ware,  Addison,  jr.  Mentioned 239,240 


Warfield, 


Mentioned. 


433 


Warner,  William  A.  Correspondence  with  Don  Carlos  Buell 467 

Warren,  W.  H.  Correspondence  with  William  H.  Carroll 706 

Waters,  Mr.  Mentioned 775 

Watts,  George  O.  Correspondence  with  Hugh  McKrew 739 

Watts,  W.  O.  Mentioned 136,143,144,152 

Weakley,  Samuel  D.,  et  al. 

Correspondence  with 

Pillow,  Gideon  J 684 

War  Department,  C.  S 692 

Mentioned 693, 695, 696, 733, 752, 769 

Proclamation  of,  to  citizens  of  North  Alabama  and  North  Mississippi 693 

Weaver,  James  B.  Mentioned 


230 

Webster,  Joseph  D. 

Mentioned 72, 128, 160, 179, 180.  239,  422, 515, 614, 644 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16, 1862. . 164 

Webster,  Ralph  C.  Mentioned 471, 492, 493 
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Welker,  F.  Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February 

12-16,  1862... 225 

Weller,  P.  J.  Mentioned 136, 143, 147, 152 

Welles,  Gideon.  Mentioned 167,673 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Navy  Department,  U.  S.) 

Wells,  E.  M.  Mentioned 374 

Wells,  Joseph  M.  Mentioned 372-374 

Wells,  William  A. 

Correspondence  with  D.  V.  Wooley 739 

Mentioned 740 

Welschbillig,  Peter  J.  Mentioned 17,18 

Wemple,  Mindret.  Mentioned •, 70 

West,  A.  R.  Mentioned 623 

West,  J.  Mentioned 434 

West  Tennessee,  District  of.  (Union.) 

Grant,  U.  S.,  assigned  to  and  assumes  command 614, 619, 629 

Orders,  General,  series  1862:  No.  1,  2, 629;  No.  3, 4, 633;  No.  6, 649;  No.  7,  650; 

No.  8,  654;  No.  12,  667;  No.  14,  668;  No.  20,  678. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1862:  No.  14,  678. 

Union  troops  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc.,  of 649,650,678 

West  Virginia  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Cavalry — Regiments : 2d,  28,  37-39. 

Infantry — Regiments:  4th,  38,602;  {Militia)  Zeigler’s,  41. 

Western  Department.  (Confederate.) 

Affairs  in,  generally.  Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Generars  Office,  C.  S.  A 705 

Beauregard,  G.  T 880, 895, 896, 899,  &00, 905 

Confederate  Congress,  House  of  Representatives 921 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 706,^ 

707, 745, 788, 792, 794, 820, 823, 824, 827, 844, 879, 883, 905, 917, 921 

Maney,  George 901 

Polk,  Leonidas 746,846 

Union,  special  agent 933 

War  Department,  C.  S 783,862,917 

Wright,  M.  H 684,785 

Confederate  troops  in.  Organization,  strength,  etc. , of. . 45, 337, 687, 705, 727-729, 
737, 749-752, 762, 800, 801,  813-816,  824,  826,  832,  843,  848,  852-855,  868, 
904, 905, 912. 

Council  of  War,  February  7, 1862 861 

Orders — Circulars — February  25,  1862,  908;  February  28,  1862,  912. 

Orders,  General,  series  1862 : No.  3,  903 ; No.  4,  904 ; No.  8,  916.  Series 
1861  (First  Division),  No.  21,  736.  Series  1862:  No.  17,  857 ; No.  1 (Bragg), 

920;  No.  7 (Ruggles),  435. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1861:  No.  127,  734.  Series  1862:  No.  39,  911. 

Polk,  Leonidas,  resumes  command  of  First  Division  736 

Western  Rivers.  Floating  defenses  for.  Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 789 

Polk,  Leonidas 798 

Quartermaster-GeneraPs  Office,  U.  S.  A 672 

Wetmore,  Stephen  R.  Mentioned iil7 

Wharton,  Gabriel  C. 

Assignments  to  command B68 

Mentioned 254, 268, 284, 285,  359, 361, 381, 428, 868 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16, 1862  . 276 
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Whippoorwill  Creek,  Ky.  Skirmish  at,  December  1, 1861.  (See  Summary  of 
Principal  Events,  p.  1.) 

White,  Andrew  J.  Mentiouecl 712 

White,  Arthur.  Mentioned 228 

White,  D.  G.  Mentioned 737 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  William  J.  Hardee.) 

White,  John  H.  Mentioned 177, 187, 242 

White,  J.  W. 

Mentioned 118 

Eeport  of  skirmish  in  Morgan  County,  Tenn.,  February  2,  1862  119 

White,  Moses.  Mentioned 749,766 

Whitesburg,  Ky.  Proposition  of  R.  S.  Brasheairs  for  lease  of  salt-works  near, 

to  Confederate  Government 60 

Whitsitt,  W.  J.  Mentioned 858 

Whitthorne,  W.  C,  Mentioned 736,827 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Tennessee,  Adjutant-General  of.) 

Whittle,  James  F.  Mentioned 210 

Whittlesey,  Charles.  Correspondence  with  Henry  W.  Halleck 440 

Wickliffe,  C. 

Assignments  to  command 857 

Mentioned 857 

Wickliffe,  Nathaniel.  Mentioned 257,258 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  A.  Sidney  Johnston.) 

Wickliffe,  R.  C.  Correspondence  with  Don  Carlos  Buell 515 

Wilds,  William  W.  Mentioned 92 

Wilkin,  Abe.  Mentioped 230 

Wilkin,  Alexander.  Mentioned - 92 

Williams,  Mr.  Mentioned 907 

Williams,  Colonel.  Mentioned 6 

Williams,  Colonel.  Mentioned 720 

Williams,  Surgeon.  Mentioned : 390,411 

Williams,  Dan.  Mentioned 503 

Williams,  F.  A.  Mentioned 30 

Williams,  J.  H.  Mentioned 696 

Williams,  John.  Mentioned 431,432 

Williams,  John  S. 

Correspondence  with 

885 

Marshall,  Humphrey 885,893 

Thompson,  John  B 893 

Mentioned 25, 40, 41, 49, 53, 59, 716, 717, 722, 723, 729, 866, 873, 879, 884, 892, 898 

Williams,  Jonathan.  Mentioned 498 

Williams,  S.  B.  Mentioned 295 

Williams,  W.  O.  Mentioned. 893 

Williamson,  Colonel.  Mentioned 729 

Williamson,  George.  (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Leonidas  Polk.) 

Williamson,  James  H.  Mentioned 177 

Williamson,  R.  H.  Mentioned 714 

Willich,  August. 

Mentioned 15, 16 

Report  of  action  at  RowletPs  Station,  Green  River,  Ky.  ( Woodson ville). 

December  17,1861 16 

Williford,  Henry.  Mentioned 415, 416 

Wilson  & Johnson  Mentioned 705 

Wilson,  Steamboat.  Mentioned 73,561 
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Wilson,  E.  Shields.  Mentioned 357 

Wilson,  Jesse  P.  Mentioned 675 

Wilson,  Robert.  Mentioned . . 189 

Wilson,  T.  H.  Mentioned 375 

Winder,  Charles  S.  Mentioned 918 

Winnis,  Dr.  Mentioned 241 

Winston,  Thomas  F.  Mentioned 3()0,  36^ 

Wintersmith,  R.  C.  Mentioned 336 

Wisconsin.  Military  departments  embracing 439 

Wisconsin  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Infantry— /?e5r//ne/7fs ; 1st,  460,  810 ; 8th,  578 ; 10th,  460,  810. 

Wisdom,  Judge.  Mentioned 422,  423 

Wise,  George  D.  Mentioned 672 

Wise,  Henry  A.  Mentioned 933 

Witcher,  V.  A.  Mentioned 879 

Withers,  Jones  M.  Mentioned 915 

Wolford,  Francis  M.  Mentioned 100 

Wolford,  Frank. 

Correspondence  with  George  H.  Thomas 457,503 

Mentioned 4.59, 480, 481, 492, 494, 495, 497-499, 504, 517, 520,  554 

Report  of  engagement  at  Logan’s  Cross-Roads,  on  Fishing  Creek,  Ky.,  Jan- 
uary 19,  1862 100 

Wood,  George  J.  Mentioned 7,208 

Wood,  Peter  P.  Mentioned - - 179, 237 , 238, 240, 252 

Wood,  S.  A.  M. 

Corre.spondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 689 

Mentioned 261, 7 J 3,  852, 904,  911,  916 

Wood,  T.  J. 

Correspondence  with  Don  Carlos  Buell 556,606,615 

Mentioned 460, 558, 560,  589, 611, 620, 623, 642, 651, 652, 656, 671,  702, 939, 945 

Wood,  William  B. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 701 

Mentioned 106, 108,  111,  113, 704,  719,  778, 804 

Woods,  Charles  R.  Mentioned - -53 

Woods,  J.  J. 

Mentioned 222 

Report  of  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tcun.,  February  12-16, 1862. . 223 

Woodsoiiville,  Ky.  Action  at,  December  17,  1861.  (See  Rowletth  Station, 

(}reen  River, 

Woodward,  Steamboat.  Mentioned 659 

Woodward,  George  W.  Mentioned 198 

Woodward,  Thomas.  Mentioned 830,838 

Wool,  John  E.  Mentioned - 309 

Wooley,  D.  V.  Correspondence  with  William  A.  Wells 739 

Worley,  Willis.  Mentioned 357 

Worsham,  William  M.  'Mentioned 99 

Wright,  Governor.  Mentioned 482 

Wright,  Crafts  J. 

Mentioned 220, 221 

Reportof  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  February  12-16, 1862. ..  224 

Wright,  J.  M.  (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Don  Carlos  Buell.) 

Wright,  Marcus  J. 

Assignments  to  command 857 

Mentioned 857,858 
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Page. 

Wright,  Moses  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Gilmer,  Jeremy  F 709 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney 684, 785, 837, 838, 847 

Ordnance  Department,  C.S.  A 684 

Mentioned 710,835,845,846 

Wynn,  Alexander.  Mentioned 715,773 

Yates,  John  B.  Mentioned  420 

Yates,  Richard.  Mentioned 448,472,523 

Yeiser,  James  G.  Mentioned 712 


Young,  H.  C. 

Correspondence  with  D.  M.  Cnrrin 777 

Mentioned 917 

Young,  Stephen  J.  Mentioned 198 


Zollicoffer,  F.  K. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraFs  Office,  C.  S.  A 690, 706 


Johnston,  A.  Sidney 686, 690, 697, 706, 715, 725, 734, 753, 772, 786, 797 

War  Department,  C.  S 701 

Mentioned  8, 14, 54, 76-78, 81-83, 86, 88, 89, 102, 104, 106- 


108,  111-113,  441,  445,  451-454,457,458,  470,  473,  477,  483,487,490-492, 
495,  497,  500-502,  50-.-510,  514,  517,  522-525,  527,530,535,537,545,548, 
554,558,  562,  563,  565,  681,  687,  689,  701,  702,704,706,713,716,719,722, 
732,  743,  751,  754,  759,  762,  764-766,769,  770,780,784,788,793,794,800, 
801,  804,  805,  811,  814*  815,  824,  828,831,838,  839,844,845,  862,927,930 

Organization,  strength,  etc.,  of  command  of 687,814,824 

Proclamation  to  people  of  Southeastern  Kentucky 787 

.lleports  of  operations  about  Mill  Springs  and  Somerset,  Ky.,  December 
1-13,1861 10,11 
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ADDITIONS  AND  CORRECTIONS. 


TEXT. 


Page 

I. 

Page 

5- 

Page 

47- 

Page 

55- 

Page 

66. 

Page 

79- 

Page 

1 16. 

Page 

135. 

Page 

155- 

Page 

168. 

Page 

215- 

Page 

219. 

Pages  233, 

Page 

251. 

Page 

313- 

Page 

314. 

Page 

416. 

Page 

422. 

Page 

433. 

Page 

437- 

Page 

483. 

Page 

519- 

Page 

529- 

Page 

550. 

Page 

587. 

Page 

644. 

Page 

737. 

Page 

749- 

Page 

750. 

Page 

751- 

Page 

758. 

Page 

780. 

Page 

816. 

Page 

824. 

Page 

832. 

Page 

835. 

Summary,  for  Dec.  ^5,  1861,  read  Dec.  28,  1861. 

Tenth  and  eleventh  lines,  bottom,  for  G.  A.  Huwald's  read  Huey's. 
Fifteenth  line,  bottom,  for  Fruiti  [^Trcwhittf]  read  Truitt. 

Twenty-sixth  line,  bottom,  for  Holliday's  read  Holladay's. 

Eighteenth  and  nineteenth  lines,  top,  for  Shawhaus'  a7id  Ca^ncrofi's 
read  Shawhans'  and  Ca^nron's. 

Twenty-fourth  line,  top,  for  Huett's  [f]  read  Truitt's. 

Thomas’  report,  fourteenth  and  twenty-third  lines,  for  Roberts  post  read 
Robertsport. 

Thirteenth  line,  bottom,  for  Columbus  read  Columbia. 

Polk’s  report,  third  and  fourth  lines,  bottom,  for  Deshler's  Arkansas 
battery  {Chalmei's'  7'egime7it)  read  Desha's  Arkansas  battaliofi, 
Chalmers'  I'egiment. 

Nineteenth  line,  top,  for  Drew's  read  Crews' . 

Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  for  14th  Iowa  read  12th  Iowa. 

Erase  foot-note  and  insert  For  Brig.  Gen.  C.  F.  Smith's  repof't,  see 
Series  /,  Vol.  5^,  Part  /,  p.  7. 

Report  No.  24,  caption,  for  Seventeenth  read  Seventh. 

236.  Insert  \jth  Texas  after  First  Regiment  Texas  PifanBy,  wherever 
it  occurs. 

Shackelford’s  report,  third  and  fourth  lines,  for  j^th  instant  read  i^th 
instant. 

Pillow  to  Randolph,  sixth  line,  insert  f after  instant  and  add  foot-note, 
fSee  Pillow  to  Randolph,  p.  314,  the  date  of  which  should  be  Septem- 
ber //,  1862,  instead  of  September  18,  1862. 

Pillow  to  Randolph,  date  line,  for  September  18  read  September  ii. 

Sixth  line,  bottom,  for  Pagett's  read  Padgett's. 

Twentieth  line,  top,  for  Hammond  read  Hainbiug . 

Morgan’s  report,  third  line,  for  Trabine's  read  Trabue's. 

Polk’s  report,  first  line,  for  Columbus  read  Colmnn. 

Foot-note,  for  November  7 read  Dece^nber  7. 

East  line,  insert  \_MeNairy's  battalion  .^]  after  McRea's  reghnent. 

Buell  to  Halleck,  eighth  line  from  end,  for  resisting  read  uniting. 

Thomas  to  Buell,  third  line,  for  oiir  read  one. 

East  line,  iox  p7'eparative  preparation. 

Second  line,  top,  for  blankets  read  blanks. 

Add  note  to  Abstract  from  report  of  the  First  Division,  Central  Army  of 
Kentucky,  as  follows:  Shoup's  artillery  battalion  consisted  of  Swett's 
Mississippi  and  Hubbard's  and  Trigg's  Arkansas  batteries. 

Erase  foot-note  Not  fomid  and  insert  See  Series  /,  Vol.  32,  Part  2,  p.  22(4. 

Insert  after  Free^nan,  tenth  line,  bottom,  second  junior  lieutenant, 
[C]  Freeman.  East  line,  for  D.  C.  Gormus  read  D.  C.  Ghormley. 

First  line,  top,  for  F.  Eldridge  read  S.  JV.  Eldredge. 

Buckner  to  Hardee,  second  line,  extract,  for  though  read  through. 

Crittenden  to  Cooper,  sixth  line,  for  Gormus'  read  Gorman' s. 

First  line,  top,  for  Cardell's  read  Caudill's. 

Zollicoffer’s  weekly  return,  for  S.  A.  Battle  read  f.  A.  Battle;  for 
T.  C.  Sanders'  read  Q.  C.  Saiiders' . 

Weekly  report.  Central  Army  of  Kentucky,  for  Lewis'  brigade  read 
Davis'  brigade. 

Signature,  for  J.  M.  Head  read  J.  W.  Head. 
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Page 


Page 

Page 

Page 


Page 

Page 

Page 

Page 


852.  Hindman’s  Brigade,  for  ist  Arkansas  read  Confederate ^ Colonel  Mar- 

niaduke.  Not  Brigaded,  for  ist  Mississippi  Cavalry  read  Wirt 
. Adams’’  Cavalry.  Insert  * 2d\.^r  Arkansas  battalion  artillery  and  add 
foot-note,  * Hubbard’s  a7id  Trigg’s  batteries. 

855.  Erase  foot-note  and  insert  Omitted. 

894.  Floyd  to  Johnston,  date  line,  for  Muifreesborough  read  Nashville. 

904.  Hindman’s  Brigade,  for  Beimett’s  cavalry  read  W.  D.  Baf'nett’s  cavalry. 

Cleburne’s  Brigade,  for  ist  Arkansas  read  ist  [/yM]  Arkansas. 
Insert  * after  Shoup’s  artillery  battaliofi  and  add  foot-note,  * Hub- 
bard’s a7id  Trigg’s  batteries.  Bowen’s  Brigade,  for  Merrick’s  battery 
read  H7idso7i's  battery. 

905.  Breckinridge’s  Brigade,  erase  Nelso7t’s  cavalry. 

935.  Nineteenth  line,  bottom,  for  Claibor7ie  read  Cleb7ir7ic. 

984.  Erase  foot-note  * Compa7iy  B.,  Fourth  I7ifa7itry. 

993.  Under  Mississippi  Troops,  insert  after  Artillery — Batteries:  the  follow- 
ing, Issaquena"^  {Graves),  329-S33,  33^^340,  34T  343~345^  34^,  349, 
363-36^,  779,  and  add  foot-note,  Co7npa7iy  B,  Fourth  Kentucky 
hfantry,  attached. 


INTDEX. 

Insert  all  words  and  figures  in  italics  and  strike  out  all  in  [brackets].  An  asteri.sk  (*)  following  a 
correction  indicates  that  “Additions  and  Corrections”  to  the  text  should  be  consulted. 


Abernathy,/.  L.  [C.  C.  [?]]. 

Alabama  Troops. 

Infantry — Battalions: 

[Garvin’s,  137,  148-150,  358,  359,  364-] 
Infantry— Regiments : 

26th  {GarvirC s Battalion).  /J7,  148-150. 358. 364. 
Allen,  Thomas  [J.]  W. 

Anderson.  General.  Steamer.  289.  290.302.  415. 
Anderson,  William  J.  [W.  J.[?]]. 

Arkansas  Troops. 

Artillery — Batteries: 

[Deshler’s,  135.]* 

Hubbard's.  737.*  852.*  904.* 

[Merrick’s,  904.]* 

Trigg's.  737.*  852.*  904.* 

Cavalry — Battalions: 

Barnett's.  904.* 

Infantry — Battalions: 

7th  {Desha),  135.* 

9th,  852. 

Infantry — Regiments: 

[ist,  852,  904,  935,  936.] 

9th,  [852]. 

15th  {Gee).  [852]. 

15th  {Patton).  852.  904.  935.  936. 

Bailey,  L.  L.  [Ifieutenant] . 

Barbee  [Barbe],  J.  H. 

Baxter,  K.  D. 

Beckham  [Beckam],  Robert  I,- 
Blakemore  [Blackmore],  N.  M. 

Blakemore  [Blackmore],  William  T. 

Bolen,  James  N.  [Captain] . 

Breckinridge  [Breckenridge] , Robert  J. 

Bryan.  W.  C.  [Brian,  lieutenant]. 

Byrn.  S.  M.  [Burns,  Ifieutenant]. 

Campbell,  A.  W.  [C.  C.  [?]]. 

Campbell, /a [Judge]. 


Casey,  William  F.  [T.] . 

Cecil,  William  [Judge]. 

Chambliss,  Nathaniel  R.  [Captain]. 

Chouteau  [Chauteau],  Henry.  vSteamboat. 
Chrisman,  F.  M.  [J.  S.]. 

Christy  [Christie] , Isaac  T. 

Claiborne,  Thomas. 

Mentioned.  877  [Claiborne,  Thomas,  jr.,  877]. 
Cleburne,  P.  R.,  9J5.* 

Cliffe  [Cliff],  D.  B. 

Clift,  William  [ ]. 

Coffey  [Coffee] , William  A. 

Compton,  Henry  M.  [.Surgeon]. 

Confederate  Troops. 

Mentioned. 

Infantry — Regiments: 

3d,  852.* 

5th.  854. 

Cook,  Edmund  [Edward]  C. 

Cooke  [Cook] , Patrick  //. 

Couper,/aw^^  [I.]  M. 

Courts  of  Itiquiry. 

Logan's  Cross-Roads.  Ky.  Engagement  at.  Jan. 
19.  1862.  871. 

Crenshaw,  Littleberry  P.  [Mr.] . 

Cross,  Osborn  [Osborne] . 

Crutcher,  John  [lieutenant] . 

Cunningham,  George  A.  [Major]. 

D.  A.  Jamiary.  Steamboat.  677. 

Davis,  Reuben. 

Mentioned,  832  [I.ewi.s,  T.  M.  [?],832].* 
Dawson, /6>//«  W.  [J.]. 

Dowell,  W.  T.  [Mr.]. 

Eggleston,  Beroth  [Berotte]  B. 

Ftlis.  Captain.  428;  Ellis,  Powhatan,  jr.,  [428]. 
Elston  [Elstin],  Isaac  C.,jr. 

Emmet,  John  W.  [Dr.]. 
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Esiill,  Thomas  L.  [Estell,  Captain]. 

Falconnet,  Eugene  L.  [Falconet,  lieutenant]. 
Flournoy,  N.  A.  [lieutenant]. 

Forsberg,  Augustus  [August]. 

Fowler,  L.  A . [Captain] . 

Ereeman,  C.,  730* 

Freeman,  S.  F.  [(?)]. 

French,  Napoleon  B.  [D.  A.]. 

Euque  [Frequa],  John  G. 

Galleher  [Gallaher],  J.  N. 

Gantt,  George,  3S6  [380] . 

Garber,  M.  C.  [G.]. 

Garner,  George  G.  [C.]. 

Gee,  James  M.  [J.]. 

Georgia  Troops. 

[Artillery — Battalions:  Johnston’s,  712.] 

A 1 tillery.  Light — Batteries: 

Cherokee  ( Yeiser),  712. 

Gibbes  [Gibbs],  O.  T. 

Gould,  iV.  C.  [Captain]. 

Graves,  Rice  E.,  7S0  [Graves,  Captain,  780]. 
Green,  Henry D.  [Captain]. 

Green,  U'illiam  M.  [Judge]. 

Hale,  Jonathan  D.  [Hall,  Captain]. 

Hampton,  Thomas  If'.  [Eieutenant]. 

Haskins,  Edivard  L.  [lieutenant]. 

Haun  [Hann],  A.  C. 

Hawkins,  Pierce  B.,  724. 

Hayden,  J.  A.  [Charles]. 

Heffernan  [HefTennan],  Captain. 

Helveti,  Francis  M.  [\V.]. 

Henry  Chouteau , Steamboat,  677. 

Hewit  [Hewitt],  Henry  S. 

Houston,  If'illiam  [Captain]. 

Hubbard,  Dinn'd,  jr.  [Captain]. 

Hunt,  E.dward  E.  [W.  M.]. 

Iowa  Troops. 

Infantrj' — Regiments: 

1 2th,  16H.* 

January’,  D.  A.,  Steamboat. 

Jeffress  [Jeffries],  \V.  C. 

Jenkins,  A.  G.,  4S3. 

Jennings,  D.  L.  [Major]. 

Johnson,  Eewis. 

Mentioned,  92  [Johns.sen,  Eewis,  92]. 

Johnson,  fV.  R.  [Private]. 

Johmston,  E.  E.  [V.]. 

Kelley  [Kelly],  I).  C. 

Kentucky. 

Operations  in  Southeastern.  Communications 
from 

Breckinridge  [Breckenridge],  Robert  J. 
Kentucky  Troops  (C.). 

Artillery — Batteries: 

[Byrne’s,  904.] 

[Graves’,*  329-333,  336,  340,  341,  343-345,  348, 
349,  367-369,  779-] 

[*  Company  B,  Fourth  Infantry.] 

Green's,  277,  279,  332,  356,  359-3^1. 

Cavalrj’ — Battalions: 

^sl,  43.  45.  47.  ^15.  866,  873. 

[i.st  Mounted  Rifles,  815,816.] 

Cavalry — Companies: 

Huey’s,  5.* 

Melton's  [Milton’s]. 

Cavalry— Regiments: 
ist,  746  [745]. 


Kentucky  Troops  (C.) — Continued. 

Inf  a n try — Ba  tta  I ions: 

White's,  868. 

Kitchen,  Solomon  G.  [Saul]. 

Eawler,  Michael  K.  [R.]. 

Larvson,  Captain,  748,  749  [Shaw  & Eawson,  748, 

749]  • 

Eouisiana  Troops. 

Artillery— Batteries: 

Pointe  Coupee  {Stewart,  R.  A.),  854. 

Eyles,  William  D.  [J.  B.  [?]]. 

McDaniel,  J.J.  [Eieutenant] . 

McHenry,  James  W.  [Captain]. 

McLaurin  [McEawner],  C. 

McNeill,  A.J.  [Captain]. 

Massey,  M.  M.  [Ma.ssie,  Eieutenant]. 

Massie,  J.  W.  [M.]. 

Maxwell,  D.  A.  [Dr.]. 

Melton,  J.  F.  [Milton,  Captain]. 

Mis.sissippi  Troops. 

Artillery,  Batteries: 

Byrne's,  904. 

Issaquena  (Graves),  993.* 

Pettus  Flying  Artillery  (Hudson),  904.* 
Warren  Eight  Artillery  (Swett),  737.* 
Cavalry — Regiments: 

[ist,  852.]* 

Wirt  Adams’,  832.* 

Moffett  [Moffit],  Hunter  P. 

Morgan,  John  H. 

Mentioned,  860  [Morgan,  Captain,  860]. 
Morgan  County,  Tenn. 

,Skirmi.sh  in,  Feb.  2, 1862.  Reports  of 
White,  J.  F.  [W.]. 

Morris,  W.  J.  [[?]]. 

Moss  [Mor.se],  Allen. 

Nance,  John  W.  [Eieutenant]. 

Nocquet,  James  [W.]. 

North  Carolina  Troops. 

Infantry — Regiments: 

29th  [26th]. 

Owens,  William  [Mr.]. 

Parker,  Francis  S.,  jr. 

Patterson,  David  T.  [Judge]. 

Patter.son,  Elijah  [J.]  E. 

Percy,  William  A.  [Colonel]. 

Pickens,  Samuel  [Colonel]. 

Ramsey  [Ramsay],  J.  C. 

Reynolds,  A.  E.,  801  [Reynolds,  W.  W.  [?],  801]. 
Rice,  James  E.  [Major]. 

Robb,  Alfred  [Eieutenant-Colonel]. 

Rogers,  W.  E.  [Major] . 

Rossen  [Rosson],  E.  B. 

Rozell,  B.  L.  [Colonel]. 

Sayers  [Sayer],  Edward  B. 

Schuyler,  C.  N.  [Adjutant]. 

Schuyler,  George  L.  [Mr.]. 

^&s\er,  Jacob  [Mr.]. 

Shaw,  Captain,  748,  749  [Shaw  & Eawson,  748, 
749]- 

Shawhan  [Shawhaw],  Private. 

Shirley,  John  T.  [Shirly,  Mr.]. 

Sims,  M.  L.  [Eieutenant]. 

Simson  [.Simpson],  Thomas  W. 

9>\?iyw\2i'k.^r,  Jonathan  S.  [Captain]. 

Smedley,  Charles  [Captain]. 

Smith,  Albert  [A.]  J. 

[Mentioned,  930.] 


ADDITIONS  AND  CORRECTIONS. 


Smith,  Andrew J.,  gjo. 

Smith,  Cotes  worth  P.  [Judge]. 

Spence,  D.  H.  C. 

Stankiewicz  [Stankieuriz] , P.  K. 

Stocks,  J.  G.  [Stock,  Captain]. 

Taylor,  Thomas  H.  [F.]. 

Tennessee  Troops  (C.). 

Artillery — Batteries: 

Baker's,  ^04. 

[Green’s,  277,  279,  332,  356,  359-361.] 

Cavalry — Battalions: 
ist,  319* 

[Crew’s,  905.] 

Cavalry — Companies: 

Ghormley's,  yso. 

Gorman’s,  [750]. 

[McRea’s,  519.]* 

Infantry — Battalions: 

Crews',  133,*  903. 

[Henry’s,  868.] 

Infantry— Regiments: 

5th,  [904]. 

33d,  808. 

35th,  904. 

39th  (Avery),  749. 

40th,  See  Confederate  Troops,  3th  Regt.  [854]. 
[6oth,  337.] 

Texas  Troops. 

Infantry — Regiments: 

[ist,  233,  236.]* 

7th,  233,*  236,*  337. 


Thomas,  George  H. 

Correspondence  with 
Breckinridge  [Breckenridge],  Robert  J. 

Cliffe  [Cliff],  D.  B. 

Thomas, if/.  [Captain]. 

Trotter,  IV.  M.  [William]. 

Truitt,  Alfred  S.,  3 [Trewhitt,  Captain, 5]  [Fruitt 
[Trewhitt  (?)],  Captain,  5].* 

Virginia  Troops. 

Cavalry — Battalions: 

[34th,  43,  45,  47,  866,  873.] 

Cava  1 ry — R egi  men  ts : 

[2d,  29.] 

8th,  Jenkins’,  483. 

Voorhies,  A.  H.  [M.]. 

Wallace, y.  C.  [Fientenant]. 

West  Virginia  Troops. 

Cavalry — Regiments: 

2d,  29. 

White,  J.  F.  [W.]. 

Wilkin,  Alexander,  94  [92]. 

^NWW^iVas,  Joseph  [S.  B.]. 

Williams,  Lezvis  P.  [Colonel] , 720. 

Williams,  Rufus  K.  [Colonel],  6. 

Williamson,  George. 

Mentioned,  729  [Williamson,  Colonel,  729]. 
Wisdom,  Thomas  IV.  [Judge], 

M^ood,  Sallie,  Steamboat,  134,  133. 

Woodward,  Thomas  G. 

Joseph  A.  [Governor]. 


